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SEJANUS; WOLSEY, hurt not honeſt FLEURY, 
But well my put ſome STATESMEN i in a F ury. | Pope, 


HE liberty of the preſs is the birth-right of a W and is juſtly 
eſteemed the firmeſt bulwark of the liberties of this country. It has 
| been the terror of all bad miniſters; for their dark and dangerous de- 
ſigns, or their weakneſs, inability, and duplicity, have thus been detected and 
- ſhewn to the public, generally in too ſtrong and juſt colours for them long to 
bear up againſt the odium of mankind. Can we then be ſurprized that ſo various 
and infinite arts have been employed, at one time entirely to ſet aſide, at another to 
take off the force, and blunt the edge, of this moſt ſacred weapon, given for the 
defence of truth and liberty? A wicked and corrupt adminiſtration muſt naturally 
dread this appeal to the world; and will be for keeping all the means of information 
[equally from the prince, parliament, and people. Every method will then be tried, 
and all arts put in practice, to check the ſpirit of knowledge and enquiry. Even the 
courts of juſtice have in the moſt dangerous way, becauſe under the ſanction of law, 
been drawn in to ſecond the dark views of an arbitrary miniſtry, and to ſtifle in the 
birth all infant virtue. From this motive, in former times, the King's-bench has 
inflicted the moſt grievous puniſhments of kne, pillory, or impriſonment, or perhaps 
all three, on ſome who have ſtood forth the champions of their country, and whale 
writings, haye been the honour of their age and nation. 

Under the government of a STUART, which has been ſo fatal to EncLanp, the | 
moſt daring encroachments have been made on the favourite liberties of the people, 
and the freedom of the preſs has been openly violated, Even a Licenſer of the preſs 
has been appointed. Nothing but the vileſt miniſterial traſh, and falſhoods fabrica- 
ted by a wicked party, had then the ſanction of this tool of power; nor of conſe- 

quence could any production, breathing the ſpirit of liberty, have a chance of being 
uſhered to light. The imprimatur of the miniſter was ſcarcely ever given, but to 
compoſitions equally diſgraceful to letters and humanity. I do not however recollect 
that any of theſe hirelings have ventured, as the BRI TON of laſt Saturday has done, 
-magnificently to diſplay the royal arms at the head of their papers, Does this author 
mean to intimidate? Or is it to inſinuate that this new paper comes forth, like the 
GAZ ET TR, by authority, and that he is fighting under the miniſterial banner? All 
oppoſition therefore to him, according to this idea, is to be conſidered as an indignity 
offered to the adminiſtration, and an affront to the higher powers, who may be ſup- 
2 to protect, perhaps to pay him. This is ſurely too ſtale a trick now to paſs. 
rather think the royal arms are proſtituted by a mercenary ſcribbler, as s much as the 
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A THE NORTH BRITON. No. I. 


_ royal name was in a certain great aſſembly, when minute guns were fired over the late 
. Miniſter &. 


This Barron ſteps forth, like the other court champion Dymocks, to a dread- 


ful fight without an adverſary; to receive, like him, I ſuppoſe, the reward of a 


well-fought day. Safe, and of conſequence bold, as DYMocke, he has no enemy 
but himſelf to combat. No attack has been made on the crown; none but himſelf 
has dared to aim any fire-arrows at the boſom of a ſovereign that neuer knew diſgrace. 
He, and only He, has mentioned a reſemblance. between the reigning prince and 


Tiberius, which I believe has never occurred to any one elſe. To him belongs the 
ignominy of having broached this calumny with his hand, to which his heart muſt have 


given the lie. The Moxirox has indeed charged the cannon, but the BRrrox has 


pointed it againſt his ſovereign.. He pretends to have diſcovered the ſource of his 


calumny in the Moxirok of Saturday May the 22d. I have read that Monitor 
very carefully, and I affirm that there is no mention of TIBERIUs through the 
whole of that paper, excepting in the motto from Tacitus, nor is any ſuch cha- 


racer drawn. Count BRUEHL's indeed is, and by the hand of a maſter. He is com- 


pared, but by the motto only, to SEJAanus, The compariſon need not extend farther, 


A miniſter may in all points reſemble.Sz3anvs, or Count BRUHL, and yet his 
royal maſter need not be a TIBERIUSs, or AuGusTus III. The ſovereign may be 
a TRAIN AN, or a TiTvs, the delight of mankind ; and his only fault, in his people's 


eyes, may be an unbounded confidence in an inſolent, weak, and treacherous 
miniſter. 


This fooliſh BRxrrox proceeds to produce himſelf amidft the parade 7 . pro- 


feſſions, and vile alliterations. He calls upon the MoxITok to produce one inſtance of 
inſolence, cruelty, profligacy, or oppreſſion, chargeable on the King of Great Britain; or 
0 exhibit one ſpecimen of his -weakneſs and tyranny. Theſe are things which never 
occurred to any man's mind, becauſe they never exiſted. Something like this has 
happened under every Ling ſince the conqueſt, to every profligate miniſter who 

wants to involve his maſter with him. The Valiant DyMocKkE, like this writer, 


has. in all ages ſounded forth, _ 
If any perſon, of what . * 3 
high or low, ſhall deny or gainſay, &c, 


and then the champion throws down his gauntlet, which l never heard of any per- | 


ſon's being fool-hardy enough to take up. But is not this a clever plot to hang the 


poor MoniTos, or at leaſt to get him into the cruel hands of a revengeful and un- 
forgiving crew? Let me beg of you, Mr. Monitor, do, commit treaſon : pray 


be taken up by CARRINGTON, and tried by MANSFIELD : his regard to the liberty 


of the ſubject is known, and his tender mercies will not be cruelty. I truſt the 
 MoniTor has more wit, and that he has not 1% fight of all regard to his own ſafety ; 


but will proceed in the way he has hitherto walked, and continue to adminiſter 


wholeſome ſatife wherever it is merited, inſtead of that nauſeous and fulſome pa- 
negyric, with which the BxiTon makes us fick. The Briton next calls upon 
him to diſcover one circumſtance eden; then inſults him with he cannot, be DAR E 


NoT, deſcend to particulars, which would anſwer bis purpoſe, but reftrains himſelf to a 


general churge. Now I will maintain that no charge at all has been brought by the 
 MoniTor againſt his ſovereign ; and that the moſt groſs ſatire has come from the 
venal pen of this wretched BRITON, who throughout his paper has himſelf firſt i in- 


ſinuated the vileſt falſehood, a fo ſmilitude between the characters of Tizius and his 
own ſovereign. 

The BriTon fays, that © in any court of judicature a REAR charge, unſup- 
4 ported by evidence, is anſwered and refuted by a general negation.” His aſſer- 


tions are every where much more general than the MoniTor's ; nor does he ever 


dare to deſcend to particulars. He affirms, the adminiſtration is condufted with ſuch 


integrity as defies reproach. The King of Pruffia, ſtill our ally, tells the world the 


contrary, He proceeds to ſay, with ſuch vigour and ſucceſs as, one would think, might 
filence the moſt inveterate malice : name what ſucceſs, the time when, the place where. 


Sure "or dare not allude to the unfair and. underhand offers to the court of Vienna | 


for 


* This alludes to the 1 GAL IE of the bats miniſter, who, as Donne EW Bataees each wit be diene 
gives 4. full minute, and by attention to words, endeavours to make amends for want of ſenſe. 
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for an immediate accommodation in conſequence of ceſſions to be made to them in 
Italy, or elſewhere, becauſe it is now known thoſe offers have been treated with the 
contempt they deſerved. As to vigour, the ſpirit of the war has for ſome months 
infamouſly languiſhed, nor is it yet revived. I own indeed chat the whole kingdom 


echoes with the ſound of triumph and feftivity, but it is from the glorious conqueſts of 


the late adminiſtration, to which no addition whatever has been made by the preſent. 
Where are their trophies ? In what part of the world have they gathered their Jaurels ? 
Surely, in defiance of decency and juſtice, they have not endeavoured with their 
rude hands to tear from _ ſacred brow thoſe fairly won, in aces to place them on 
their own. | 

This author ohly gives himſelf out t for a Brit. I have kd of a paper called = 
Free Briton ; why has he dropt the title of Free? I am ſure it never could 15 mers 
l applied, according to that famous verſe, 


— Nunquam Aber las gratior exſtat 
Duam ſub rege Pis.— 


4 But it is not for freedom that this writer chooſes to draw his grey gooſe-quill. As 


little pretenſions has he to the title of True Briton, Conſcious of this, he only gives 


himſelf out as a Briton ; a circumſtance equally common to him and Buck-horſe. I 
| wiſh the Briton had given us any clue to unravel what his real views, beſides pay 


or a penſion, could be. He only declares his deſign to be to detect the falſehood of 
malice : mine ſhall be to detect the malice of falſebood- of his in particular; and he 
ſhall find that I will exert the undoubted privilege of every NokTH BRITON, that of 


' ſpeaking my opinion freely on every ſubje& that concerns the community, of which 


I am a member. Though I am a Nox TH BriToxn, I will endeavour to write plain 
Engliſb, and to avoid the numerous Scotticiſins the BRITON abounds with; and then 
as the world is apt to miſtake, he may be taken for a Sevifman,. "ou I fhall paſs for 
an Engliſhman. 8 
What I have to ſay of myſelf, ſhall ſoon be di ſpatched. I hank my ſtars, Iam a 
North Briton ; with this almoſt ſingular circumſtance belonging to me, that I am 


unplaced and . but I hope this reproach will ſoon be wiped away, and that 


J ſhall no longer be pointed at by my ſneering countrymen. 
I ſhall now, till next Saturday, take leave of this writer with an excellent obſer- 


vation which J lately read in Sir WILLIAM "TEMPLE : 


Thus much is certain, that whatever means will reftore or raiſe the Selk of 


4 his Majeſty's government at home, will do it abroad too; for a king of England, 


« at the head of his parliament and people, and in their berni and intereſt, (as 


our ſovereign now is, and from his virtues ever muſt be,) © can never fail of making 


„ what figure he pleaſes in the world, nor of being ſafe and eaſy at home; and may 
<< deſpiſe all the deſigns of factious men, who can only make themſelves conſidered 
00 by ſeeming to be in the intereſt of the nation, when the court ſeems to be out of 
« jt. But, in running on counſels contrary to the general humour and ſpirit of the 
e people, the king indeed may make his mint 8 great * but 1 can never 


* make him A grams * 


Numb. II. Saturday, June 12, 1762. 


Male fe res habet, cum, quod VIRTUTE effici debet, id tentatur PECUNIA 


Things are in a bad way, when money 1s e to bring about what ſhould be 


effected by virtue. WR. ; ; | CrcnRo. 


Cannot conceal the joy I feel as a North Briton, and I heartily congratulate my 
dear countrymen on our having at length accompliſhed the great, Iong ſought, 
and univerſally national object of all our wiſhes, the N a at the head 
of 


4 


6 — was publiſhed May 29, 1762. The North Briton began on the Saturday following. 
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1 TAT NGARN TARA BRITUB. No. II. 
of the Engliſh Treaſury. I was indeed before very well pleaſed with the conduct of 


the * two other gentlemen at that board, who are likewiſe natives of our country; 
but then they were obliged to ſerve under a noble + Duke of a peculiar caſt, whoſe 
views were moſt evidently neither to enrich himſelf, nor to aggrandize us. My 
joy and exultation are now complete, for I have lived to ſee my countryman, the 
Earl of Bur, adorned with the moſt noble order of the Garter, (which hath been 
given to us with ſo ſparing a hand, and only for the moſt brilliant national ſervices) 
and preſiding over the finances of this kingdom. This is the poſt which the 
prime miniſter hath generally kept for himſelf, and is of the firſt importance in this 
country. It muſt ever be ſo in times of war, and above all in this wide-extended 


but glorious war, when nearly the ſum of twenty millions will be this year raiſed on 


the ſubject ; though, I thank heaven, but a fortieth part of it will be paid by us. 
This, I muſt confeſs, is matter of ſtill greater triumph to me; for the poor pittance we 
pay to the ſupport of the public, does not give us even the moſt diſtant claim to 
the diſpoſition of the whole, much leſs to the direction of the moſt important de- 
partment of the ſtate, our ſhare of the legiſlature being much to our advantage 


ſettled at about a zhirteenth, not a fortieth, It is clearly then merit, ſuperior to all 
the Engliſb nobility, which has raiſed the Earl of Burk to the firſt dignities, and 
to the power of diſpoſing of ſo great public treaſure. 


Another circumſtance muſt make this event peculiarly grateful to us. The Earl 


of BUTE has no hereditary right to a ſeat in parliament, nor is he elected by the 


free voice of the people: no; he is choſen by the opulent and independent nobility 


of Scotland; and when the commons have ſuch various marks of favour and affec- 
tion ſhewn to them, it muſt be a ſatisfaction to ſo many fr2e and loyal nobles to ſee 
the object of their choice thus honoured, truſted, and rewarded for all his public 
toils and private ſervices. Our ancient kingdom therefore cannot but be ſatisfied, and 


by every tie of gratitude, as well as duty, muſt now be fincerely attached to the 
government. The moſt ſuſpicious can have no doubts concerning us for the future, 
in caſe of a rebellion's {pringing up in any other country; Which, to me, ſeems 
highly improbable. 

The wiſdom of this meaſure hath been decried by ſhallow noliticians, becauſe. 
two great rebellions from Scotland have within a few years diſturbed the tranquillity 


of this iſland, and ſhook the throne of two of the mildeſt and beſt ſovereigns 
| who ever governed a happy people. Nothing can be more weak or frivolous than 


this objection. Let us only conſider what has before happened there; and I chooſe 


to inſtance in the latter end of Queen ANNe's reign, becauſe ſo many of our : 
modern writers are drawing our attention to that period. Upon what grounds they 
proceed I know not, for I find no ſimilitude, as it is impoſſible we can now be 


ſuing for peace in the moſt abject and humiliating manner after ſuch amazing ſuc- 


py In May, 1712, each of the heads of the Highland clans received 360 J. 


flerling, as a compleat pear's payment of the bounty-money her Majeſty was pleaſed to beſtow 


upon them : theſe were the words of the receipt. Soon after they ſigned an addreſs 
to the Queen, which was carried to London by Allan Cameron, brother to Lochiel, 


and preſented to her Majeſty, Allan being introduced by the Lord Treaſurer Oxford, 
who was then the head of the Tory des. - In the addreſs are theſe words : 


* Happy! if after your Majeſty's late demiſe, to put a period to our inteſtine 


« diviſions, the hereditary right and parliamentary ſanction could poſſibly meet in 
ce the perſon of a lineal ſucceſſor. At the acceſſion of the preſent illuſtrious 
family, the ſame Highland chiefs wrote a letter to the Earl of Mar, intreating him 
to aſſtire the government in their names, and in that of the reſt of the clans, of their loyalty 
to his ſacred Majeſty King GEORGE ; and that as they were always ready to fallow his 
directions in ſerving Queen ANNE, ſo they will new be equally forward to concur with 
his Lordſhip in faithfully ſerving King GEORGE, The Earl of Mar too had wrote 
the warmeſt letter of loyalty to his Majeſty's great grandfather, and had taken the 
oaths. of, allegiance and abjuration ; yet in a few months, even before there could 
be the pretence of a ſingle grievance, all theſe infamous wretches went into open 
rebellion. Had the 360 J. a year bounty-maney been continued to them, and had 

— — "thi 


* Gilbert Elliot, and James Oſwald, Eſquires, Ss 4 Duke of Newcaſtle, 
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the Earl of Mas remained ſecretary of ſtate for Scotland, as 1 N at the death 


| of Queen Ange, ſome millions, which it coſt to extinguiſh that rebellion, had 


| probably been ſaved to this country, I therefore moſt ec hope, that as we 
have now 4 Scattifh nobleman at the head of the treaſury, his Lordſhip will conſider 
it as the trueſt economy to give ſome proper penſions to his countrymen the Highland 
chiefs, which may ſave England the ſevere and expenſive operation of quelling 
another inſutrection, and bleeding again a country, which, I lament, is ſo much 
exhauſted by former rebellions, and the preſent general deſertion of her ſons and 
daughters. "If this is done, I make no doubt but they will as implicitly follow the | 
Ear] of Burt as they did the Earl of Man, I never ſhall be brought to believe, 
that rebelGon is natural to any part of Scotland, as the plague is ſaid to be to Egypt; 
but certainly in ſome parts this wicked ſpirit has been kept up with much art; and 
the late moſt unnatural rebellion was carefully nurſed by Scotſmen, till it became 
the moſt accurſed fiend we ever ſaw, which all the united plagues of Egypt could 
never equal, T cannot but ſay, the peculiar baſeneſs and perfidy of my countymen 
at that time ſtruck me; for while the Engl; were ſo gallantly fighting for the 
liberties of Europe, wid indeed of mankind, they were called back to deal out 
| halters and gibbets to their fellow ſubjects of Scotland, who were forging chains for 
both nations; and, worſe than the infamous Cappadocians of old, not only refuſed 
the liberty they might enjoy +4: wand but Ny 05a to r Ter. 127905 
and ſlavery on the whole iſland. 
To quit fo diſagreeable a ſubject: while I am taking the ſibetty of pointing out 
to the noble Lord, now at the head of the Treaſury, the proper method of beſtowing 
a part of the publie treaſure, I by no means intend to limit his bounties to my 
own countrymen. His Lordſhip has been overflowing in goodneſs to ſeveral of the 
Engliſh, and beſides the Scott I have already named, I would beg to recommend 
55 98 patriots at the Cocoa- tree, if there are any left, who are ſtill unprovided for by. 
him, The juſt and conflitutional claim they have 6n this royal family is uncontro- 
vertible. I am glad it is at length admitted, and their merit rewarded. Moſt of 
their eſtates have ſuffered by their zeal in the cauſe of liberty, Their fupport of 
government has been ſteady and uniform; and as they at firſt exerted themſelves in_ 
the expulſion of Targuin, they have never repented it, nor have they ever been 
caught i in any plots for his reſtoration. I really think this will make a more natural 
union with the countrymen of the new Miniſter than other he can find here, 
and the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover will derive the e trueſt enge from theſe old | 
and firm friends. 
l hope to be forgiven, 11 add one hint to his Lorhip, who is new in dy | 
' buſineſs. Whatever is of the greateſt convenience or uſe ought to be firſt attended 
to. I think therefore the firſt money iſſued by his Lordſhip fhould be the four thou- | 
and pounds very lately given for building a new bridge over the Tweed. I truſt it 
will be finiſhed this ſummer, as my family are very impatient to pay me a viſit, 


and I have not ſeen any of them fince I took a walk up hither. Beſides, this grant 


is of ſo new a, nature, that it ought particularly to be conſidered. Weſtminſter 
bridge was chiefly built by lotteries, and the city of London gave up very great tolls 
in conſideration of the ſums granted to them for the repairing their bridge. The 
four thouſand pounds for this bridge over the Tweed are taken out of the ſupplies of 
the year. Though this is ſo new a thing, much more than a ſufficient and adequate 
compenſation will be made the Public — the number of my N who are 
haſtening here with all their wealth and manufaFures. ö 
I am happy to find, that the Engliſb are not fo ſparing and penurious ch both of 
money and praiſe, as they uſed to be, We are certainly growing into faſhion, . 
The moſt rude of our bards are admired; and I know ſome choice wits here, who. 
have thrown aſide Shakeſpeare and taken up Fingal, charmed with the variety of 
_ character, and richneſs of imagery. Mr. Horace Walpole, in that deep book, called 


Royal and Noble Auttors, ſays, we are the moſt accampliſhed nation in Europe; the | 


zation to. hieb, if any one country is endowed: with a ſuperior partition of ſenſe, (and he 
ought to have added of humour and taſte, in both which we. excel) I. ſbould be inclined” 
0 give the preference in that MS. How faithful is this maſterly pen of Mr, 
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Walpole ! How unlike the odious, ſharp, and ſtrong inciſion pen of Swift / He 
has called us only a poor, fierce, northern people, and has aſſerted, that the penſions 
and employments poſſeſſed by the natives of Scotland in England amounted to more than the 
whole body of their nobility ever ſpent at home; and that all the money they raiſed upon the 
Public was hardly ſufficient to defray their civil and military lifts, This was at the 
latter end of Queen Anne's reign. How very different is the caſe now! I beg to 
recommend Mr. Walpole too, for ſo very particular a compliment, (which I hope 
flowed from his heart, ſtill more than from his head) and J entreat his Laiter to 
put him on the liſt, immediately after my countrymen, and the Cocoa. 

There are only two other perſons I have to recommend to his Lordſhip. I muſt 
| ſay a word of the poor BRITON : he deſerves ſomething—I will not name what 
for ſacrificing, at the ſhrine of BuTe, grammar, conſcience, and common ſenſe, 
for his Lordſhip's 2lorification : I will borrow only one word from the Bx1Ton. Do 
not I too me DN 858 reading 7 1 the 17 productions of: ſo weak. 
a ene * 


Numb. III. Saturday, June 19, 1762. 


| 43 Nos patriam 8 8 
We al get out of © our ne as faſt as we can. | E es KEES 


þ HAVE ety" received a variety of letters from my Pe "Ie FAR I muſt 
10 confeſs, that they are for the moſt part written in as peeviſh and angry a ſtile 
as the BRITON and, after his manner, many fout and opprobious epithets are 
beſtowed on me. Some brand me with the name of a Trimmer, and charge me 
with having taken up the Pen only. to be paid for laying it down again. Others 
aſſert, that 2 ſtand, like moſt of the High and Mighty GERMAN PRIxcEs, ready. | 
to let out both my Pen and my Conſcience to the beſt bidder. Some of my own. 
countrymen, with much bitterneſs, call me a falſe Scot; while on the other hand 
the Engliſh with much bitterneſs call me a true Scot. I am upbraided with having 
ſaid, that Scotland is exhauſted by former rebellions, and the preſent general deſertion of 85 
her fons and daughters : the aſſertion is, alas] too true; and the fact too glaring to 
be denied. Like the Jews, we are ſpread over the Face of every country, (except. 
our own) and 'of this in particular, I regret it exceedingly, and the more, as 1 
am afraid the evil is without a remedy ; for I have never heard of any one of- my 
countrymen being attacked with the patrialgia, the maladie du Suiſſe, (the home-ach, 
as it has been happily called) and in conſequence languiſhing till he returned to 
Scotland. This is an old reproach on us; perhaps as antient as our kingdom 
itſelf. The Engliſh have never ceaſed to upbraid us with it. Their great poet 
Dryden (ſo confeſſedly ſuperior to all the ere except Mr. John . in his 
Abſalom and Achitophel, fays, 
ry For never Hebronite, tho' zich d and foorn'd, 
To his own country willingly return d. 
Hebron, in the key, is Scotland, Whence can this peculiarity ariſe ? Does not 
the natale ſolum inſpire the ſame pleaſing ſentiments, though not longings, to us, as 
to the reſt of mankind? All other nations ſpeak of this ſenſation in the higheſt 
ſtrains of rapture. I believe the true and fair reaſon is this: though our civil and 
military liſts are filled by ourſelves, and we have ſo carefully excluded almoſt every 
Engliſhman, and other foreigners, yet, as they are by no means adequate to all our 
neceſſities, a very conſiderable number of my countrymen are always ſent out (like 
the Goths and Vandals of old) to fill the civil and wilitary poſts in other nations. 
How ſucceſsful we have been in the purſuit, not only in this kingdom, but in France 
We, our eternal ally, is viſible to al the world. 1 ave an idea of publiſhing the 
. names 
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names of my countrymen; who with ſo much honour have filled ſo many conſider- 
able poſts at Paris, Rome, Avignon, St. Germains, &c. As to thoſe here a 
publication of that kind would be unneceſſary, as it would be tranſcribing almoſt 

the whole red book, which is already in every body's hands. 

If the obſervation be true, that the riches. of every country conſiſt in the Ander 
of its inhabitants, (not the proud and idle, but the induſtrious inhabitants) how 
poor, alas ! are we even in this reſpect? An expedient however might perhaps be 
found, which would bid fair to re-people my dear country. 'The experiment 
might-indeed go rather too far, but it was the advice given to a former king, who 
ſuffered greatly for negleQing it, by a ſinguler, diſintereſted Scotchman and Ghurch- 
man, Archbiſhop Sporswoop. When his Grace went to take leave of King | 
CuARLES the Firſt, who was ſetting out for Scotland in 1639, he adviſed his Ma- 
jeſty to make a catalogne of all his ceunſellors, houſhold-officers, and domeſtic. ſervants, and 
then with his pen expunge all the Scots, beginning firſt with himſelf, the Archbiſhop, who had. 
given the counſel ; conceiving that no man would accuſe his Majeſty of partiality, when 
be found the Archbiſhop of St. Andrews, who ſo many years had ſerved his father and 
himſelf, expunged among the reſt ; that he muſt not hope to win upon the Scots by conde- 
ſcenſions, fweetneſſes, or acts of grace, &c. The reaſon of which counſel was, becauſe he 
had found, by ſixty years experience, that they were generally a people fo flubborn, that 
they were gained by puniſhments, and loft by * Archdeacon Eachard's Hiſtory, 0 
2d vol. folio, p. 151, 152. ul 
I have ſome little buſineſs this week to ſettle with the BRITON. 1 deſired him | "WEI 
to name any inſtance of vigour and ſucceſs, which had attended the preſent admini- 
ſtration ; and he tells me of the important conqueſt. of Martinique, Granada, and 
the neutral iſlands in the Weſt Indies. He might have mentioned Louiſbourg, or 
Pondicherry, with as much propriety”; ; and the preſent adminiſtration are ſurely 
rather too knowing (though this writer is ignorant) to lay any ſerious claim to the 
merit of either. Could the BRIrox read men, and had he ſeen his patron, when 
the news of the reduction of Martinique firſt arrived, he muſt have marked, in the 

E | moſt dejected and diftreſſed countenance J ever beheld, very clear.proofs how un- 

ms . welcome that event then was. I remember it was a general obſeryation, that the 

* common congratulations on ſo great and national an occaſion were received with 

coldneſs. It was not difficult to find the reaſon. The late miniſter cloſed all his 
glories with this great and important ſucceſs. He had the happineſs of covering 
with laurels a beloved prince, whom, I ſuſpect, many falſe: friends would rather - 4" 
ſee covered with a crown of thorns and thiſtles. Notwithſtanding all the calumnies "ll 
of the BRITON, this gentleman s honour is ſtill unſullied, and his glory unclouded. 
Za autem e gloria, laus recti fattorun:, magnorumque in Rem publicam meritorum : que 
cum OPTIMI CUJUSQUE,. um etiam MULTITUDINIS fHimonio comprobatur. 
With regard to the preſent expedition, the full merit of it cannot yet be aſcer- 
tained to the public. Mr. Pits legacy to this miniſtry, of a collected and power- 
ful maſs of force in the Weſt Indies, (not the bitter dregs of an exhauſted cup *, but 
part of a ſolid plan for greater ſucceſs) now remaining at their diſpoſal in conſequence 

of the reduction of Martinique, may cauſe the new expedition to be adequate in force 

to the important object. If therefore the conquerors of that iſland have not, in con- 
ſequence of delay, the ſeaſon to combat with, (the only enemy they cannot vanquiſn) 
a deciſive blow may ſtill be ſtruck to the heart of Spain, and a glorious concluſion: 
made to this moſt ſucceſsful war. In the mean time, let every true lover of his 
country ceaſe to adopt that unmanly deſpair, which has been ſo induſtriouſly in- 
culcated in order to juſtify the procuring an accommodation on any terms... That 
deſpair counteracts the purpoſe, and ſerves only, by encouraging the e to place 
the bleſſings of peace at a ſtill greater diſtance. 
The Bxrrox, in his firſt paper, broached a ſhameful calumny againſt his ſove- 
reign, of a ſimilitude to Tiberius. In that of laſt Saturday, he attacks the memory 
of our late moſt excellent prince with equal virulence. He talks of his prejudices and : 
fredilecitons, and calls him a weak ſovereign. Is this the return which a Briton 
| makes for an unclouded ra of above thirty years of the Torn liberty this nation ever | 
| enjoyed * 4 


. This was the as of Mr, George Geil 
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did Are the ſacred aſhes of a king, who made the laws of his country the 
only rule of his nment, and founded his own happineſs in that of his people, 
tha to be trampled upon? Surely this is the height of baſeneſs and ingratitude ; 

but it is the deſpicable, though faſhionable cant of a party, who are daily making 


their court to an illiberal patron by the moſt indecent outrages offered to their late 


ſovereign and benefactor : a liberty, not to ſay licentiouſneſs, very unfit to recom-, 
mend thofe who are guilty of it to the favour of a prince, one of whoſe amiable 
qualities is a filial regard to the memory of his predeceſſor. 
The BRI To ſays, that the Monitor has found a co-adjutant, who appears 
„ under the name of NokTH BriTon, though he ſhrewdly ſuſpects, however, 
„that theſe ſeemingly diſtin perſonages are one and the ſame. individual.“ His 
ſuſpicions are neither fred nor true; and I can aſſure him, that both the MoniToR 
and Nox rH BRITON (for there is a duality belonging to us) have laughed heartily 
at the BriTov's total ignorance of ſtile as well as politics. From what I have 
read of the Biro, I do not deſire to ee with him; but I wiſh to know more: 
of the Monitor, : 


The Bxrron tells me, that the King's Arms make the TIS of his publiſher. * 


believe this is the only inſtance of veracity in his whole paper : ſtill my objection 


recurs. It is indifferent to me where elſe the royal arms may be diſplayed ; but it 
is equally indecent and infolent to blazon them forth with ſuch pomp at the head of a 


political paper: indecent with reſpect to the crown, inſolent with reſpect to the ſub- 


ject. Had any other arms been there, I had made no objection; no, not if the 
Burr arms had been at the head of the paper, as they might with the e os 


Priety: 3: W however that they were not above the rayal arms. 


ADVERTISEMENT. Ty 
| Whereas 2 certain great perſonage, who was lately inoculated for 2 reigning 
diſorder, had very near miſcarried through the unſkilfulnefs of the operater this is 
to inform the Public, that there is lately arrived from the Highlands one Dun. 


| ScoTus, who can prove, from the beft Scattifh biftorians, that the malady hath con- 


tinued in his family, without intermiſſion, above twelve thouſand years. He commu- 


nicates the diſorder with a ſingle touch, and is to be met with between the hours, 
of Ten and One, at the ſign of the Highlander, in Scotland yard, near the Treaſury. 


N. B. No infection, no pay. | 
Any perſon who can make out an hereditary right to the diſorder, though the entail 
hath fince been cut off through, his abſence from his own Country) ſhall be 
touched gratis. 
The utmoſt honour and ſeerecy may be depended on, the operator being a man of 
quality in his own country, and poſſeſſing an eaſy and — fortune of forty | 
1 per Annum. 


Numb. IV. Saturday, June 26 : 1762. 


| Oaupaluy por emu owe Bulog 851 Topro nes 
Mie Aye ko, parſe Aoyispor £x ave. 


þ is jurprizing ta me how Bute ca be a politician ; a man, that bas neither aids 
nor even common ſanſa. 


AE Ed. Brodcei, fol. Franc. 1600, 1. ii. p. 280. 


To. THE: NORTH. BRITON. 


th dear Countryman, 
T a time when the popular clamour is induſtriouſly raiſed, and the ſtrongeſt 
.. prejudices are conceived againſt us by the whole Engliſb nation, I am glad to 


ind a man who dares ſtand forth to the Public, and glory in the name of 8 4 
| ritan. 
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Briton. I have not yet read your papers, but I will not doubt of their being founded 
on that great and governing principle of every true Scotchman, the good of the 
common cauſe, and the advancement of our national intereſt: a point which to 
a man we have all in view, and to obtain which there are no meaſures we have ever 
boggled at, no riſque we have ever ſcrupled to run. 

The Engliſh (and loſers. muſt have leave to ſpeak) may upbraid u us, if they will, 
with our ſtrict regard and attachment to each other, and our thorough contempt 
of them, and all the reſt of the world. We confeſs the charge, and glory in it: 
nor ſhall we be eaſily perſuaded to diſſolve or relax that connection, whilſt the ad- 
vantages ariſing from it are ſo many and great. To this national ſpirit we have been 
indebted for many material benefits in former reigns, and to the ſame ſpirit we in 
ſome meaſure owe our preſent greatneſs, and that viſible ſuperiority which we have 
happily gained over divided, weak, diſpirited nobles. 

The EARL of BuTE (with triumph be it ſpoken) is now at the head of affairs, 
and there is nothing which we may not, which we ought not to hope for from the 
favour and patronage. of our worthy Cauntryman. The Union indeed placed the pre- 
ferments in England within our view, but the partiality of their ſtateſmen, and 
their utter deteſtation of Facobitiſm, a crime regularly charged on us, prevented our 
obtaining them in ſuch proportion as our conſequence to the ſtate, and our known 
| loyalty gave us reaſon to expect. Theſe obſtacles are now removed, our principles 
are no longer enquired into, the management of affairs is placed where every Scotſman, 
both for the glory of the nation and his own intereſt, would with to have it; and 
the time is at length arrived, when the being born in Scotland ſhall be found to 
be the beſt and moſt effectual recommendation to preferment in England. In this 
I ſpeak not only my own private opinion, but the ſenſe of our whole nation. 
It is on this occaſion become faſhionable to aſk, what pretence can the Scots have, 
who bear no proportion in wealth and power to the Engliſh nation, who by no 
means bear an equal ſhare of the public expence, who reſerve to themſelves all their 
own places, to graſp at all places of the greateſt honour and profit in England, and 
to aim at getting every valuable employment into their own hands? Our anſwer 
to this is ready. We found our right to ſharing every thing in common with the 
Engliſh on the Union, and we juſtify our endeavouring to engrols every thing to 
our own uſe, on the common principle of prudence, which teaches every man to 
do as well for himſelf as he can. Whatever inequality there might have been be- 
fore the Union was compleated, it afterwards entirely ceaſed, and we were all upon 
a level. Our national weakneſs and poverty might perhaps have been well and 
properly argued to prevent that treaty from taking place; but after the concluſion 
of it they can never be given as reaſons for our not turning it as much as poſſible 
to our own advantage. The Union indeed was not of our ſeeking ; we oppoſed it 
with our whole force, for we conſidered it as contrary to the dignity and intergſt of our 
nation. Notwithſtanding the ſpecious pretences of which that treaty was grounded, 
and the ſeeming equity and impartiality with which it was planned and conducted, 
we could not perſuade ourſelves but the weaker nation would, in the common 
courſe of things, be ſwallowed up in the ſtronger, and our moſt antient kingdom 
by degrees become a province of England. Theſe were our apprehenſions, and on 
theſe we grounded our oppoſition. If time has proved our error, if things have 
taken quite a different turn ; if through the great parts of our glorious countryman, 
and our own ſupple behaviour, diſſimulation, and temporizing, we have turned 
the Union to our own advantage; if we fee ourſelves arrived at the height 
of our wiſhes, and conſider England as a country intended for our uſe and refreſh- 
ment, where we may revel at large, and ſcorn to aſk the lordly owners leave; if 
this is the caſe, the Engliſh muſt thank themſelves for it. They made the Union, 
and can have no right to complain of the conſequenees of it; they laid theſe ad- 
vantages open to us, and as we have had the addreſs to obtain, 1 truſt we ſhall have 
the refolution to preſerve them. 

If we turn our eyes to the year forty-ſix, and compare our ſituation then with 
"what it is now, how happy a reverſe ſhall we find in our affairs! A great part of 
our nation was at that time in open rebellion againſt the grandfather of his preſent 


8 C 1 Majeſty. 
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-Majeſly. They threatened no leſs than the deſtruction of his whole family, and to 
place on the throne one of the ſame name and family with our preſent loyal patron. 
The principles of thoſe amongſt us, whom fear or prudence kept quiet, were ſtrongly 
ſuſpected ; and the very name, of a Scot was grown into hatred and contempt. How 
happy, as well as wonderful, is the change ! for now, without having given any 

- proof of a change of ſentiments on our parts, we find ourſelves careſſed, reſpected, and 
preferred! The Earl of Butts, JoHN STUART, a name ever dear to us, whoſe 
abilities, we think, are no more to be doubted than his affection to us, poſſeſſes the 
firſt poſt in the ſtate; another * of our worthy countrymen, remarkable for his 

FH impartial and intripid adminiſtration of juſtice, holds a conſpicuous ſtation in the 

fl! | the law; and a third , whoſe conduct and fucceſs in America does honour to his 

| country, . and endears him even to the Engliſh, is to our great joy appointed to a 
| command of the firſt importance in Portugal. Theſe are circumſtances which, 

although glorious in themſelves, yet ſeem to promiſe ſomething more, and to be the 
forerunners of that national grandeur to which we have always aſpired, though, 
till this juncture, there was little likelihood of our obtaining it. 

| In the proſecution of this grand deſign we muft naturally expect to meet with 

1 difficulties: The jealouſy of the Engliſh will undoubtedly take the alarm, and 

| endeavour to prevent our progreſs. But, alas ! how weak and contemptible muſt that 

I oppoſition be 1 ow fall they be able to refs 9 us, when they cannot agree among them- 
it ” ſelves? They may indeed vent their fury in words, and ſatisfy their anger with 

i | reproaches ; they may tell us of our perpetual enmity to them before the Union, and 

our ſupercilious contempt of them ſince; they may charge us with repeated perfidies 
and rebellions, with hypocriſy and diſaffection; but we ſhall ſurely know our own 
intereſts better than to pay any regard to the frantic paſſion of loſing gameſters. 
This very ſtorm of words will in time ſubſide ; their natural indolence will reſume 
its place; they will not only be contented, but even thankful to us for taking the 
trouble of ſtate affairs off their hands, and gratefully * the n and honours we 
receive inadequate to the fatigue we undergo. 

In dur diſputes with the Engliſh there hath PLIES been one ſubject, our r ih 
with which they have ſo illiberalhj and falſely reproached us. If truth and reaſon can 
be attended to amidſt clamour and prejudice, we might produce numberleſs inſtances 

how improperly we are charged in this reſpect. I ſhall; only mention two. When 
Lord DarnLy was married to Mary, Queen of Scots, he applied to the City of 
Edinburgh for a loan, and we can make it appear by unqueſtionable authority, how- 
ever increditable it may ſeem to our Engliſh readers, that the City of Edenburgh alone 
agreed to advance, and did actually raiſe for his uſe, even at that time, the entire 
ſum of twenty pounds and at this day it is a known truth, that the kingdom of SCoT- 
LAND alone pays near half as much as the whole county of Lokk. If theſe inſtances are 
not thought ſufficient .'to remove the objection, we will at leaft promiſe our good 
friends the Engliſh to remove it at their coſt ; and we hope in a ſhort time to give 
them more reaſon to complain of our b rich, than ever they had to n us 

with our being poor. 

One thing there is yet a to complete. the darein of our debt W 
that the money which our countrymen receive in England may be expended in Scot- 
land. This indeed is in ſome meaſure, but not fully, anſwered by the ſtrict caution 

14 they uſe to deal with none but Scott. The only means I can think of to bring this 

1 to bear would be (if that is not flattering ourſelves too much) the reſidence of our 
moſt gracious ſovereign amongſt us, if not entirely, at leaſt by way of refreſhment, for 
the winter months. I know but one objection to this, which is, that the laſt King 
but one, who committed himſelf to our care, we ſold, though our countryman, into 
the hands of his rebel ſubjects; but in the preſent humour of the times this objection 
might not occur, or might be obviated: for the ſame conſideration of intereſts which 
then made us falſe, would now make us true. 

If you think this feaſible, and likely to take place FE 1 will fag * ates — 
in expectation of ſo deſirable an event; if not, I deſire you will procure me a ſum 
fuffcient to bring MENT and family to $0wn 4 in ſuch a wn . not diſcredit our 


Cauſe. 
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ga Asien, Chief Juſtice of England, * 4 Eail of Londin, 
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cauſe, I ſhall depend upon you likewiſe to prepare ſuch accommodations as may 
be proper, and ſome, little ſnug place for the preſent, till a better can be had. As 


to titles, that is a matter which requires ſome conſideration, they being of late years 


| grown ſo cheap, that I do not know —ß— it will be for my credit to — of [OP 


I am, 
wy dear Non rn Barton, os Hot 1 
Your loving Countryman. 


Numb. V. Saturday, July 3s 1762. 


Dabitur mora parvula, aun res, | 
Nota urbi et poupulo, contingat PRINCIPIS aures, 
Dedecus ILLE domus ſciet ultimus 


A day or two of anxious life you gain, 


Kb Till loud reports through all the town have pas, 


And reach'd the prince. |  Jovenar. 


TO THE NORTH BRITON. 
SIR, | 
H fatal conſequences. which a belts ariſe from a prince's reſigning 
himſelf to the abſolute direction of a favourite, were ſtrongly deſcribed in the 


| Monitors of the 22d of May and the 12th of June, and fully illuſtrated in the Kings 


of France and Poland, who have lately fallen victims to a confidence miſplaced in 
an enterpriſing miniſter by the latter, and in an intriguing miſtreſs by the former. 
The intent of thoſe papers was undoubtedly patriotic, and, like a mirror, they may 


ſerve to exhibit to future princes the unhappy effects of placing implicit truſt in any 


one favourite, in contempt of the ſalutary advice of ſuch faithful ſubjects, as have 
in days of difficulty proved themſelves friends to FREIE country, and Readily attached 
to their Royal Family. 

Inſtances of this kind may produce very proper effects i in the minds of thoſe FEY 


are not ſo ſelf-ſufficient as to believe, that in ſimilar ſituations their abilities would 


enable them to convert thoſe very incidents, which have been the ruin of others, into 


ſolid foundations, on which * could 5 A * of happ ines for 


themſelves. 
Examples however of ſucefifal virtue prove 4 ſtronger incentives to os 


actions. It may therefore perhaps be more expedient, inftead of painting the miſeries 
which a country mult be involved in, if governed by an inſolent favourite, to ſhew 


the peculiar felicity of a Prince and people reſcued from the tyrannous flavery of a 
court minion, exemplified in the deliverance of this country by the noble and manly 
conduct of EDwaRD the TrirD. The reign of his Father and predeceſſor, 
EpwaRD the SeconD, is diſtinguiſhed in hiſtory as the reign of favourites: to his 
unbounded affection for them, may be aſcribed the various misfortunes that afflicted 
this country at that time ; and by thoſe attachments, the affections of the ol D No- 
bility were ſo alienated for him, that he became involved i in diſputes which termi- 
nated with the loſs of his crown and life. 3 

The depoſing of this prince was not productive of all that happineſs, which the 
nation was taught to expect from it. The people, it is true, ſaw themſelves deli- 
vered from the troubles which had diſturbed the late reign; but they were not 
freed from the fears of falling into a more dreaded ſituation. They knew what the 


government of a weak and imprudent King could do, but they were unexperienced 


35 to . gerte of a minority under the direction of a Ar, actuated by ſtrong 
paſſions, 
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15 THE NORTH BRITON. No. V. 


paſſions, and influenced by an infolent miniſter.----By the laws of the realm it was 


neceſſary that a Regency, conſiſting of twelve of the nobility, ſhould be appointed 
for the government of the ſtate; but though the form of this was complied with, and 
the Earl of Lancaſter a near relation to the King, was nominated Preſident, yet 
Mortimer, afterwards Earl of March, was, through the aſcendancy he had obtained 


over the Queen Mother, in fact the ſole Regent. At his pleaſure the great officers of 


ſtate were appointed; or removed; he aſſumed the authority of the King, and ſolely 
poſſeſſed his ear : the King's uncles, the preſident of the regency, and the whole of 


the nobility, were not ſuffered to approach their ſovereign, unleſs their opinions coin- 


cided with Mortimer's; and in their intercourſe, only permitted in this manner, 


care was taken to have his Majeſty ſo ſurrounded by ſpies, that the miniſter could 


not fail to receive information of every meaſure intended toinjure him in the opinion 


of the King. Thus educated under the guidance of his Mother, thus ſecured by the 


cuſtody of Mortimer, he was eaſily perſuaded to believe that Mortimer was a a faithful | 
J's and a conſummate miniſter.. 
Mortimer, now in the zenith of his power, ſoon gave proofs of the weakneſs of his 


head, and the wickedneſs of his heart; for Robert Bruce, King of Scotland, taking 


advantage of the minority of the King, 10 the want of ſtability in his councils, ſent 
a powerful army to invade England. EDwarD oppoſed them in perſon; but the in- 
feriority of the Scottiſh army was ſo great, that they declined an engagement, and 
fled before the arms of EDbwAR D, laying waſte the country in their retreat: at 
length EpwAR D came up with them at Stanhope- park; but they, during his making 


the neceſſary diſpoſitions for an attack, and under the cover of a dark night, filently 


decamped, and before EDWwarD was informed of their flight, had got to ſuch a diſ- 


| tance, that it was impoſſible for his army to overtake them. This eſcape was gene- 


rally imputed to Mortimer, and the conſequences of it confirmed the ſuſpicion ; for 
inſtead of EDwAaRD's purſuing the Scots into their own country at the head of a 
formidable army, and compelling them to accept of ſuch terms as he might think fit 
to grant them, a ſhameful peace was concluded for him by the influence of Mortimer, 
ſuch a peace as, hiſtorians ſay, was profitable to the Queen Mother and Mortimer, 


but inconſiſtent with the honour of the King, and the profit of the realm and people. 


% Being therefore fo great in authority and poſſeſſions, he now drew after him 
< more attendants than the King himſelf; nay, he was fo ſottiſhly blinded by falſe 
cc ambition, that he would expect his lord and maſter to riſe firſt to him, ty if 
cc offered, would permit it. Nor would he in the leaſt ſcruple to walk faſt by the 
6c King as his fellow, nay,' ſometimes walk on in ſtate before him as his lord, look- 


„ ing back, and more than familiarly laughing upon his fovereign.” This is 


Joſhua Barnes's Account. Hiſtory of Edward the Third, printed at Cambridge, | 
1688, folio. Dedicated to King James the Second; licenſed by authority, p. 46. 
When we ſurvey Mortmer, — eſtabliſhed in the plenitude of power, filling all 


the offices of ſtate with his creatures, baniſhing the relations and friends of the 


young King from court, and ſuffering none to approach him, but ſuch as were 
continually employed in trumpeting the praiſe of Mortimer and the uprightneſs of his 

adminiſtration, it would have been impoſſible for us to account for the ſudden re- 
volution that followed, had not the hiſtorians left us a clue to lead us through this 
labyrinth ; for they ſcruple not to affirm, that as Mortimer was indebted for the 
enormity of his power to a criminal correſpondence with the Queen Mother, ſo to 
honeſt inſinuations of this given to the King muſt be aſcribed his amazing downfal, 
And although Barnes ſeems to diſcredit the report, by ſaying, Surely whoever 
* conſiders the inequality of the Queen's age with that of Aortimer's, ſhe being 
<< little more than thirty, and he at leaſt more than fifty, will rather believe, that 
<< by his ſubtle and crafty inſinuations he made himſelf neceſſary to the Queen's 


& councils, than that his perſon could ever render him acceptable to her bed; 


<< ſhe herſelf being accounted one of the moſt delicate ladies of that age: whergas he 
% was not only a married man, but a father of eleven children.“ 

Barnes's Hiſtory, p. 54.—Yet Rapin makes no doubt of the truth of this afertion, 
and ſays, The article of his impeachment concerning his commerce with the 
oy Veen is a clear evidence how much the whole kingdom was offended at their 


% familiarity. 


Ns. VI. THE NORTH BRITON. 13 
6c familiarity, E it had not been notorious, there is no likelihood that the parlia- 
ce ment would have wounded that princeſs's honour fo deeply, which could not but 
cc reflect on the king her fon. They who have endeavoured to vindicate her, 
© by the little probability that a princeſs of ſo high a rank ſhould ſo far forget herſelf, "80g 
& did not conſider, that a few years before the three daughters-in-law of Philip the 
Fair were as regardleſs of their reputations, by the oonfeſſions of all the hiſtorians.” 
Rapin's Hiſtory, tranſlated by Tindal, 8vo. 3d vol. p. 241. Printed at London. 
Leaving this fa& however unaſcertained by the hiſtorians, it is clear that at length 
Tome inſinuations were thrown out before the king, concerning the immenſity of 
Mortimer's power and mal- adminiſtration: theſe engaged ED wW ARD to examine into 
affairs, and he was made to obſerve, that the Earl of March affected to outſhine his 
ſovereign by a magnificence too ſplendid for: any ſubject; tkat he diſpoſed of all the 
great offices of the kingdom to his creatures; that he was abſolute maſter of the fate 
of the Engliſh, advancing or diſplacing them in proportion as they were calculated to 
ſerve the baſe purpoſes of his own intereſt, without regard to that of his country; that 
the ſhameful peace concluded with the Scots was of his making; that by his private 
orders, Edward the Second was murdered; that by his-ſecret practices the Earl of 
Kent, the king's uncle, loſt his life; that it appeared very probable that the queen 
and her miniſter had formed the 4 n of ſecuring in their hands the royal authority, 
by keeping him always a minor; and laſtly, that his influence over the queen aroſe from 
a correſpondence with her diſhonourable to his Majeſty: as it was affirmed ay had 2 
lately been impregnate by him,----This is Barnes's account, p. 7. 
Theſe informations dig with the ſuſpicions of EDwarD, he, with a [refoli. . 
tion and judgment unequaled in hiſtory, in perſon ſeized Mortimer in the preſence of 
the Puren Mother, and ſent him to the Tower; then called a Parliament, told them, 
That though not yet arrived at the age preſcribed by law, yet, with the conſent of 
* his | ſubjects, he deſigned for the future holding the reins of government in his 
< own--hands.” To this the Parliament chearfully aſſented, the members being 
equally ready to ſecond his deſigns; and as a proof of it, Mortimer was condemned 
ts be executed at Tyburn; which was done without ſhewing him any favour,--- 
"Theſe are the plain facts, as related by the beſt Engliſh hiſtorians,» .* 
_ - Thus did Ewan wipe off the blemiſhes which had ſullied his. mice] Wan 
taking the reins of government into his own. ' bands, did he give A happy preſage of 
the glory and proſperity of his future reign, the brighteſt perhaps in the annals of 
England. O may Britain never ſee ſuch a day again! when power acquired by 
: profligacy may lord. it over this realm ;- when the feeble pretenſions of a court minim 
may require the proſtitution of royalty for their ſupport ; or if, which heaven avert ! - 
ſuch a day ſhould come, may a Prince truly jealous of the honour of his Houſe, and - 
armed with the intrepidity of EDWARD THE 3 HOOPS; cm the e w 
mounts to pou by ſuch phi means. 
I uam, 8 IR, „ 9 45 Wy 25 1 0 
Your bumble Servant. : 
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Vtinam Reſpublica Retiſee quo erat, fata, nec in W non tam COMMUTAN-= 
1 80 e yon EVERTENDARUM cupidos incidiſſet. | 
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ne æra incipient magni procedere menſes, No month nor ſcarcely day, hut ſhall 
be marked with white, and graced with ſome acts of hounty and fayour to my cqun- 
trymen, either openly here, or ſecretly, in the Engliſb colonies, and in the late nu- 
meraug conqueſts. I think indeed, that the more glaring marks of hongur, profit, 
or confidence, ſhould, in good poliey, be at preſent withheld from us, or very ſparingly 
given, for they are too invidious ; but it is ſurely tight ta proteed in dealing aut to 


us, and to us alone, all thoſe eſſential benefits and good things, which are 10 various 


in all parts, and are held almoſt unknown, and conſequently unenvied. 

I find that it is abſolutely neceſſary more fully to explain myſelf, W many * 
my friends are exceedingly alarmed from the fear of our ſtanding alone in the preſent 
political fray, and are continually lamenting, that almoſt all thoſe who were eſteemed 
good, great, or. amiable; among the. Enghfb, have either refuſed to ſerve under our 


Chief or have given open proofs of their diſſatisfaction with a Scottiſh. adminiſtration, 
and of their reſolution ſoon to leave us North Britons to öurſelves. The great dan- 
ger many apprehend. from this does not ftrike me. I rather think ſuch an event 


would be. advantagequs to us. We ſhould then attain the completion of all our views, 
the intire poſſeſſion of the revenues of this whole country, and ſhould: be faved the 
trouble of making a general ſweep of our rivals, the Engliſh, which our friends 


ſtrenuouſiy adviſe us ta do. This advice is far from being new, or unprecedented. 
The Tarr at the latter end of Queen Anne's, reign: were believed to have failed from 
this very omiſſion, e nat removing all of the I hig leaven from the employments 0 
they poſſeſſed. Qu ſeryices would even then be inadequately rewarded, if it is con- 


ſidered hom long we have been kept under by | Exgliſh and Webiggits oi, 


which haye ever declared they never. could: truſt us. 2 9 
eunsehnan | 


We have beſides a ſuperior claim, of. merit to the Engliſh. Our 
the Buxxox has enumeratęd the many conqueſts the $iots have made, and the many 


- victories; they have gained, at Caps: Breton, Ticanderoga; Furt Due DQueſne, "and Due" 


bees. in Guadalupe, and Martinique, before the walls of Pondithervy, and in the: plains 


of Wftiphalia, Ec. Ac. with little affiſtance from the Engliſh; I believe he has 


amitted but two of our late glories, the victories of Preſtan- Pans and Falkirk, gained, 


I own, without the-leaft' aſſiſtance from the Engliſp : who, undoubtedly from a 


principle df enxy, cannot bear the mention of either, but are for ever rejoicing: over 


_ Ewledens:a5 a victory of truer national importance than even Hackflet, How many 
inſolent ſongs of triumph haue they made for that ſingle victory of Culbden- With 


what:ooble ſtrains of rapture has that whole nation celebrated their ſecond great 


delivecers as they call him, the Dute of Cumberland: But ſurely our bards have at 


leaſt equalled theirs, though in a different ſtrain. How pathetic have been aur 


lamentations ! How: has aur admired elegy of Mourn, ' hapleſs Caledonia / mourn, 
_ echoed from hill to hill! With what tearful eyes is it ſtill ſung by every true Scot 7 
In what moving ſtrains did our bards celebrate their dear country's ſens lying ſlaughtered' 


© on the ground, on that fatal day | fan! L mean. to ſuch numbers of my friends 1 
| COUNTTFINEN. - | 


| Beſides this general 1 of merit, we 3 to ont in another, the ſtrongeſt poſſi- 
ble, ariſing from the merit of our great patron. What amazing proofs has he given 


the world of the moſt conſummate abilities, and the trueſt wiſdom ! I do not mean ö 
that ſiniſter and crogked wiſdom, called aunnings which along, our enemies ſay, 


we poſſeſs to any great degree; but I ſpeak of that great and comprehenſive know- 


; 1 which takes in the general plan of the whole, and yet is able to adapt itſelf 


0 the parts. Has be not a, great, aud indeed, national, ſyſtem? None but 
Fus ſhmen can ſuppoſe he has not, and. they.muſt, injuripuſly. and, enviouſſy pre- 
tend, that he has been found to fluctuate daily from a total” want of all 5 
of ideas, and knowledge of.the,conpeRtign.of things. 


ys however examine the fact, — 2 aur e ninglefe 
to curſe are well grounded or not. The Duke of Newcaſtle, it is ſaid (whoſe 


ſignal ſervices to the houſe of Hanover are almoſt ſufficient to outweigh all the de- 


meyits, and traiter9ve.. attempts of the many noble familia, whoſe: lrtters to the 
PREREN DIR makes; almaſt the whole wah of Galonel; Hoake's. negetiatiqns)! has: 
nee ſeek of: that — family. We am all naw: 9 
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No. VI. THE NORTH BRITON. Is 


Mr. Pr, whoſe adminiſtration heaven bleſſed with ſuch diſtinguiſned ſucceſs, has 
likewiſe retired. Mr. Lx, who is ſo confeſſedly ſuperior, I believe unrivalled, 
in the important knowledge of the finances df this kingdom, and of its late powerful 
rival, is at preſent only a moſt amiable private gentleman, happy in his family, and 
in the circle of his ſelect friends, Who now enjoy, free from interruption, an in- 
exhauſtible fund of reſined ſenſe and claſſical wit. There are likewiſe ſome others, 
in whom the nation has the juſteſt confidence, who are preparing to take their flight 
from Wo n oft 0] N Arten ao 1 : 1 N * $2 «#6 T1RQES 340 
But can it be ſaid, that all the Engl; miniſters either have, or intend to leave 
us? Is not the virtuous Mr. Fox, the darling of the people, ſtill very high in 
office, and in one of the moſt lucrative employnients the government has to beſtow ? 
Does he not privately affift our Chief with the moſt ſalutary counſels ? Has he not 
propoſed the moſt bealing meaſures? We know that be is teady publicly to ſtand 
forth our champion, and that he has moſt explicitly offered us ſome time ago i fprats 
er not/to ſpeak, in the ſenate, Can this part of that great man's conduct be deemed 
_ equivocal ? It has indeed hitherto been thought adviſable ſor him to remain ſilent, 
and for ſome few years his lips have been locked in adamantins ſilence, from 4 Full 
conviftion of the reftitude of \the public meaſures. His regard to us however We have 
the ſtrongeſt reaſon to believe, and we are ſecure (unleſs indeed à ne- change hip- 
pens) of his effectual ſupport of us, againſt all his own countrymen, with his 
amazing powers of eloquence, What then may we not expect from the violence 
and impetuoſity of ſuch a torrent, which, like a ſtream from our Highlands, after 
having ſtopt for ſome years, on a ſudden burſts forth again—but J hope not to ruin 
the country, I am ſure this gentleman will never _coneus in, much leſs adviſe, 
any mbaſures but, fuck as fliallf appeat *Jauthiag and conciliatings His rrfefs for 
the Conftitution, and his affection for the Houſe of Commons in particular, have 
been fully experienced; nor will he ever deſire to have the whip in his hands, to laſh 
into obedience the refractoy members . The people of England too will be made 
happy with the idea of · power being lodged in his hands; and we North Britons ſhall 
fee with joy and gratitude his unwearied endeayours to perfect the noble plan. of 


Fi 
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liberty delivered down to. us from. our Scottiſh anceſtors, The happieſt conſe- 
quences will in every way be derived to the Public; and I hope ſoon to hear of the 
recovery of Minorca, which, as I remember, was moſt ignominiouſly, though I 
believe not treacheroufly, laſt, when Hie was Secrttary'of State. © 
There is likewiſe another gentleman, whom by the moſt amiable arts, which 
would do us honour, were they known to the world, we habe entirefy ſecured, and 
detached from his friends (and di boni-! what friends?) and family ©*"Whomh By 
has ſuch infinite obligations: but omnes omnium caritates putria noſtra una etmpleita 3/2 
This is not in itſelf a wonderful acquiſition; but I conßder it as the firſt-Sruidd-of 
our labours among the great families of the Engliſh nobility; and I hope ſoom to:few 
among them many other glorious effects (both in public aud. private) of our fixed 
maxim, divide et.impera., This gentlemam has already ſpurned at alt obligations, an 
has broke through whatever would have, engaged. every. other man, for he hag / ſneri- 
ficedevery ſocial and friendly tie to cement the union with ust His intanſd a (a 
ſymptom frequent among apoſtates and renegadees) has been demonſtrated! or mam 
late oocaſions; and in a great aſſembly, if he bas failed to perſuade, he has hevert 
failed to weary, out the-adverſary, and to fink. him into à deadly lafiedde;: porhayie a 
lethargy. How moſt feryently have all parties concurred in wiſhing hirh-it-a'cereuies 
chair! We have the more obligations to. this- gentſemm for taking: the Seats; 
becauſe he is, not the child of ambition, nor is his. great ſoah taintti with, fd 
avarice F: that is only the vice of reptile and groveling minds. Though he has def 
the naval department, he has not, I truſt, left behind him all attention to that 
moſt important buſinefs. IThops he will think of ſome other regulations to prevent 
the late almoſt incredible deſertion of ſeamen from the royal navy, which his new 
regulations (fo applauded by Boſcawen and our other great fea officers, and ſo 


orateful 


7 This expreſſion, and the former, to ſpeak, or not to ſpeak, were the particular phraſes uſed by Mr. Fox, 
m a private treaty, or rather bargain, for miniſterial power. | | 


+ IBis veported, that in a great aſſembly, he ſaid, I am not the cbild of ambition, nor of avarice, &c. 
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16 | THE NORTH BRITON, No. VII. 
grateful to all our commanders) were intended to prevent, When the public is 
favoured with the next pleaſing print of this gentleman, I hope the artiſt will have 
reaſon to adorn the other hand with An act to prevent deſertion from the royal navy, 
which, till it is accompliſhed, I ſhall believe the other boaſted AF for the encourage- 
ment of the ſeamen, &c. is of as much uſe in the print as any where elſe, 
Theſe are the two illuſtrious perſonages, on the part of England, who ſupport our 
Scottiſh Chief. How nobly conſpicuous in both is the amiable frankneſs and open- 
neſs of heart of the Exgliſb nation! I only name theſe two, for the fidelity of others 
to us is dubious and ſuſpected. Some have already W 7 to calumniate our Fn, 
and even talk of retaliating our own arts on us. | 

I will only add, how greatly muſt this iſland, and re all our dear country, now 

figure to the whole continent! The moſt real union among all the parts of govern- 
ment, and the whole body of the Engliſh nation, no leſs joined with us in hearts 
than in intereſti, riſing up, like one man, to ſupport the new Scottifþ pillar of the ſtate! 
{Vi What ſatisfaction has the Czar expreſſed in our firm and united councils! What 
Im unbounded confidence has the King of Pruſſia in this new North Britiſb adminiſtra- 
ml tion !, and with what unfeigned rapture will France receive the news, that there is 

lil no longer a a firſt miniſter in this iſland from their ancient FRO W. but from 
their em and oa 855 ane 1 $0 Hf | 
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 Quod optanti divum promittere nemo 
Auderet, volvenda dies en attulit ultro. E 
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11 . Revolving time has that wrought out for you, | 
e HA wie you get have pray'd e in vain. 


10 THE: NORTH BRITON. 
er ns 


\UFFER me to Wise tears of 3 joy with you on our preſent happy : 
ſituation; and to heighten your ſatisfaction, give me leave to exhibit to you 
Ang of futurity. The Engliſh (Mr. Horace Walpole only excepted) pretend 
to an equal partition of good ſenſe with us; but there is one moſt noble intellectual 
gift they have never pretended to ſhare with us. We have monopolized it from 
them and from all the world unenvied. It is a particular mark of the favour of 
heaven, as all our divines ſay, to the choſen Scots. I mean the gift of ſecond fight, 
which, though laughed at by every ſenſible man of every other nation, we all bel eve 
to be really poſſeſſed in an eminent degree by many of our countrymen, and to be 
found among us in the higheſt perfection, where there are no traces of common 
ſenſe, nor the firſt Marke of any ſcience. By this happy gift I have approximated 
many objects in the camera obſcura of futurity, and I truſt you with the moſt pleaſing 
view. Whether you will chooſe to make the whole diſcovery, or any part of it, 
pobid, I Gall ſubmit to your 2 rg concluding, with repeated congratula- 


| Yours, 7 1 3 
B. M A C 8 TU AR T. 0 
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FUTURE CHRONICLE: 
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0 R, T H E 
3 SCOTIA INTEL LIGENCER. 


ESTERDAY morning the two yr ep regiments of Highland guar ards 
were reviewed in Hyde Park by his grace the duke of Inverneſs, who was 
pleaſed to ſay, © They. kenn'd their buſineſs right weel, "and went throogh their 


« exerciſe very connily.” 
We hear that the Earl of Loudon will have the nian of ah forces defiined 


againſt Lou;ſburg. His Lordſhip is deſcended from the great Earl of Loudon, who, 
by gallant atchievements in that quarter of the globe, acquired the ſurname of Ameri- 

canus.---It is ſaid that his lordſhip will certainly b Kar Capt. een one of | 
his aids du camp. 

Laſt night the Marquis of Kirkudbright active] at Holyrood, late Buckingham houſe, 
from his government of Ireland, where his prudent and frugal adminiſtration has 
gained him the hearts of all ranks of people. His excellency was attended to the 
water-ſide by the lord mayor. and aldermen of Dublin, with pipers before them, 
playing the tune of Highland laddy, in compliment to his excellency, with which 

(if we may judge from the various contortions of his features and nn of his 
ſhoulders). his excelleney was highly delighted. 

Seyeral diſorderly perſons were'yeſterday taken into cuſtody, being charged with 

drinking the glorious memory of King Wi ps confuſion to the Starts; and divers 
other treaſonable toaſts. 

The managers of both theatres have recelyed orders to lay aſide the cuſtom of 
repreſenting the tragedy of Tamerlane. on King Wi Mam r birth / day, and inſtead 
thereof to entertain the public on that Ox with Home's wet and the Gentle 


She herd. 
3reat rcjoicings 1 been RY by all loyal ſubjects on hearing that the heirs 4 


0 illuſtrious houſes of Kilmarnock and Balmerino were reſtored” to the honours We: 
| their anceſtors. 


Lord Lovgt, being appointed. 3 high 3 is prepgrin to ſet out for 
Edinburgh, to preſide at the general aſſembly of the kirk of Scodand. — 
Yeſterday the Duke of [nvergry, Lord High Admiral of England, gave a grand 
entertainment at Portſmouth, on occaſion of putting into commiſſion the two men 
of war of eighty gu ns each. They were named the Falkirk 25 9 Pans. The 
Cumberland and Culleden were ordered to be laid up. 
Strict orders are iflued forth to prohibit the uſe of calves or cods heads from the 
; 29th to the 31ſt of January, both inclufive. 
At the laſt ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey, Jobe Hampden and Willie FYWE 
were tried and convicted on the Whig act before Lord Chief Juſtice Yomanſmeadow, 


1 


who, after a very learned and elegant oration in favour of the liberties of the preſs 
and people, ſentenced both the delinquents to the puniſhment due to their demerits. 
Laſt night, to the unſpeakable loſs of the public, died the moſt high, moſt 
puiſſant, and moſt noble Prince, John Duke of Peebles, knight of the moſt noble 
order of the garter, &c. &c. &c. &c. His grace had for many years preſided at the 
board of treaſury with equal ability and integrity. He was ſo ſevere in collecting 
the public revenue, chat the window tax of 4 the ISLE of BuTE, in one year, pro- 
. duced the clear ſum of thirteen billings and fix-pence. To him we ate indebted for 
che improvement of our knowledge, che refinement af our taſte, and the elegance 
af our manners. Such was his grace's early affection for this country, that even 
on Yao; ary E in 
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x8 THE NORTH BRITON, No. VII. 
-in the infancy of his adminiſtration he prevailed on numbers of his accompliſhed 
. countrymen to leave their native land, and dedicate their talents to the emolument 
of England: many of them he even perſuaded to accept of places at court, by which 
means the language became poliſhed to the higheſt degree of Caledonian purity, To 
. enumerate his- prace's virtues would require the pen of a Macpherſon, or a Lauder; 
however we have the pleaſure to aſſure the public, that a beautiful elegy on the 
-melancholy occaſion is promiſed, as ſoon as the paroxyſm of grief ſhall have 
ſubſided, by the ingenious PR who_chuſes, to 2 himſelf by the title 

of the BRITON. 
Some time-ſince died Mr. John Bull, a very worthy, plain, honeſt old gentle- 
man, of Saxon deſcent. He was choaked by inadvertently ſwallowing a thiſtle, which 
he had placed by the way of ornament on the top of his ſallad. For many years 
derne he had enjoyed a remarkable good ſtate of health. 9 
Worthy Engliſhmen ! Fe. ON TY 
Howes and earth call upon you with one voice to reinſtate me'in your favour. 
"While you placed your confidence in me, I was the defender of your liberties, and 
am deſireus of diſcharging that glorious duty to the end of time. To my auſpi- 
cious ſchemes you owe the illuftrious houſe of Hanover, equally famed for mildneſs 
and valour; to my reſolution and conduct you owe the expulſion of a family equally 
infamous for tyranny and cowardice. Vindicate your honour *ere it be too late, and 
beware of — vipers in your boſoms, 855 „ | 
WII REVOLUTION, 
Born anno 1688, confirmed 1715, 
married wa 16, I Te. 
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This Day 1s | publiſhed, . new 1 
Adorned with an elegant Head of that glorious Monarch, 


The Works of King JAMES the 1 


Of learned, pious, and peaceful Memory. 
To which is now added, His Art of Hacus Pocus. 
F rom an original MSS, lately dug out of the Ruins of Sterling Caſtle. 


Semper honos nomenque tuum laudeſque manebunt. V1RG. 
Printed for A. Macdonald, at the * in Scofland-Yard. 
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| Propoſals for printing by Subſcription, 5 
BOWER TRIUMPHANT: 


O R. 
SCOTTISH INNOCENCE VINDICATED. 
An ESSAY, by WILLIAM LAUDER. 3 


| Nequicquam patrias tentaſti Jubricus artes. | Vans. 
With a PRETAcx by Lord LirTLEwiT, 
| And a fall Length of his Lordſhip ; done from an original Caricutara of Nature. 
n at Lene, and ſold by all the Scots Bookſellers. 


- 


8 wy 7 To-morow will be publiied; 
0 THE ROAST BEEF! 
O R, 


THE CASE 158 ALTERED. 
AP ROSE POEM, in the modern Taſte. 8 
By LAZ ARUS MAC BARE BONES, of Sagfarvi, . . 


Peace and Plenty tell. a Stuart _— 385 Porz. 


Dr. Tiexrz- 


— 


RY 


1 
1% 
7 Is 
J a 
j [2-07 
2 i 
49 
9 
E 
| 1 
$ i 
© $344 
'\ XA * 
0 4 
4+ J 
117 
4 
% 
* 
98 
5 
a1 
TE 
4 
z 
72 
771 
2 
£6 
of 
. 
4 
'F 
Fi 
» 14 
1 
. 1 
1 
4 
1 
Z qi 
x 
4 ” 
'i1 
y | 
1 
34 
N 


. il THE NORTH BRITON. 5 


Dr. TickizwRler thinks it is more his duty than his intereſt to acquaint che 


| - that his Titallatory Elixir is a ſovereign remedy for the preſent epidemical 


diſtemper. It is ſafe, cheap, and pleaſant in its operation, and never fails to give 


immediate eaſe in the moſt violent paroxyſms. Nay, the Doctor may with truth 


affirm, that moſt of his patients have found the medicine ſo extremely agreeable, 
that they wiſh-for a continuance of the diſorder merely to have the pleaſure of 
uſing it; for to perſons unafflicted it is totally inſipid. The Doctor may be ſpoken 


with at the Crown and Thiſtle in Little Britain. He alſo teaches, an very ae 


terms, to play on the fiddle. 
Mr. Mac PhERSOx“s fifteenth Courſe of Lectures on Oratory began jefſernight, 


"and will be continued timeouſly every evening, the Sabbath only excepted. Select 
paſſages out of Allan Ramſey and other celebrated writers, will be read for the better 


illuſtration of the precepts. At the concluſion of the courſe, Mr.-Mac Pherſon 
purpoſes a general exercitation of all his pupils, as formerly ; but as many of them 


| have on foregoing occaſions, through want ot᷑ a proper command of voice, run into 


* 


diſcordant notes, to the great annoyance of the delicate ears of the North Britiſh 
-nobility,- who have attended to mark the progreſs of the young gentlemen, it is 
expected that for the future they will ſubmit to have their voices properly * by | 
the drone of a bag- pipe. The Fe, if deſired, wears gloves, © 


LOND ox: Printed for BuzerhiNG Mac Sruanr, at the Star and Garter 
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\PLlacytssn, wocer, OY 
To obtain favour, he does miſehief, 


-HE N we conſider how faſhionable the word favourite i is grown, how com- 
| mon in every mouth, what a remarkable ſtreſs is laid upon it, and with 
what marks of diſcontent it is generally accompanied, we are naturally induced ts 
think that there is at preſent ſome one perſon, ſignified under the name of favourite, 


who is raiſed to an extraordinary degree of power and credit, without any title to 


that preference from ſuperior integrity and abilities, and from whoſe influence the 
rights and liberties of the people ſeem to be in danger. This idle notion is greatly 


ſtrengthened by the weekly retailers of politics. The Moxrrox talks of Count 


Bont, and the BRrrox, with his uſual honeſty and penetration, ſeems willing to 
acquire a property, in that paper, by bringing it home to the preſent times, and 


drawing ſuch compariſons as no man of ſenſe could, and no true Bairon ought to 


draw. The AupiToR, with that caution which always implies a conſciouſneſs of 


_— gullt, deals out his laboured notions of favouritiſin, wantonly aſperſes the moſt 


amiable characters, and exalts the moſt deſpicable, but with ſuch peculiar ſymptoms, 


with ſuch ſtrong marks of falſhood, and ſuch plain fear of detection, that his praiſes 


and his cenſures equally ſpeak a heart arguing againſt his own conviction. The 


 Norta Briton, following the example of his brethren, gave the public an account 


from hiſtory, and chiefly in the words of hiſtory, of Roc ER MorTimER, who in 
the reign: of EDpwarD the Third was the notorious favourite and ſuppoſed minion 
of the Queen Mother; and the Barrow, in his excellent obſervations on that paper, 
calls it, with a clearneſs of expreſſion peculiar to himſelf, an ATALAnTIs, If I 
do not underſtand that word —— * I ſhould be glad that my worthy friend the 
BRI rox would ſet me right; but if 1 do underſtand it properly, I ſhould be much 
-obliged to him if he will ſhew me with what propriety it is applied to that paper. 
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It is ſomething ſtrange how this ſubject of Favourites could at this time inſinuate 
itſelf into common converſation,” and demand the conſideratlon of the public. I 
will yentute to fay, and undertake to prove, that ſince the glorious, ſucceſsful, and 


Upright adminiſtration under which Minorca fell into the hands of the Fazncn, 


there hath not appeared in a public capacity any one man on whom the name of fa- 
vourite, in the odious acceptation of the word, can poſſibly be fixed. Had we ſeen 
A man, during that time, raiſed to the higheſt honours and moſt important place, 
without any merit to juſtify his glorification, without any one recommendation but the 
blind affection of his Sovereign; had we found him ſolely attached to his own in- 


terefts, taking advantage vf the confidence repoſed in him by his maſter, in order 


to Ahuſe that ſacred truſt, tampering with his pliant diſpoſition, making himſelf 
neceſſary to his foſbles and paſſions, ſeparating the intereſts' of king and ſubject, 


adviſing ſuch meaſares as muſt naturally eſtrange the affections of his people, and 


drawing him into trifling amuſements, merely to take off his attention from things 
of conſequence, fo that the management and diſpoſition of places might remain en- 


tirely in Pimaſelf and his creatures, ſach a an would be the firſt. who ought to be 
branded with che name of favourite; a name always attended with odium, 


and oftentimes wich danger. The Nox ru BM Tro ought publicly to 
ſtand forth againſt ſuch a man, and endeavour to point againſt him the reſent- 


ment of a popes, equally jealous of the honour of their Sovereign and their 
own. On 


parated, the good of the prince and the people, and purſuing the moſt noble ends 


by thoſe means which ſeem moſt likely to produce them; when, we ſee ſuch men 
honoured with the confidence of their Sovereign, poſſeſſed of the firſt offices of ſtate, 8 


W the reins of government, and guiding our moſt important affairs, we con- 


: ourſelves on having ſuch miniſters, we deteſt thoſe incendiaries who would 


repreſent them to us in the diſagreeable light of favourites, and are happy in acknow- 
ledging, that the eſteem which a Sovereign entertains for ſuch miniſters is real 


judgment, and the rewards he beſtows on them is juſtice, and not favour. Cheap 


as we hold the ENGLISH in politics, we cannot ſuppoſe them ſo far gone in ab- 


ſurdity, as to brand any man with a name which hath ever carried along with it an 


idea of deteſtation, merely becauſe he ſtands high in the eſteem of his prince. We 


muſt in juſtice ſuppoſe that they conſider him as unworthy of that eſteem, as a 


diſgrace to the perſon who countenances, and a load to the country who ſuffers him, 
and that their reſentments are founded, and the name of favourite affixed to him, 
ori. theſe conſiderations, If this be the real caſe, {and no Engliſhman for his own 
credit will venture to contradict it) I ſhall then ſhew the impropriety of the preſent 
.buſtle about favourites, by inſtancing particularly in the three great men on whom 


\Prejudice, envy, or intereſt have fixed this name, and Proving ts 30 term of ; 


n. it cannot be applicable to either of them. 
The Dokx or NE W CASTLE, whoſe integrity was never yet called in on. 


| eaſy heart was ; juſtified even by his enemies under a long and ſometimes unſue- 


ceſsful. adminiſtration, can never be charged with this odious appellation. His 
* ſervices to the preſent royal family ran before his reward, and his ftrict attachment to 


bis Soyereign, his known and ſteady loyalty, his uniform and unſhaken zeal, juſtly 


entitled him to thoſe marks of preference which he afterwards received, and Which 
Can never be deemed the wanton vouchſafements of royal favour, but muſt be 
regarded, by every impartial conſiderer, as the Juſt reward of his deſerts, 2s the 


- noble retributions of a grateful and generaus prince to a ſubject truly affectionate 
and diſintereſted; diſintereſted i in ſo eminent a degree, that to his enemies it is matter 


of triumph, though to his friends it ſhall never be the cauſe of ſhame. As his 
ſervices before he ** any ſhare in the adminiſtration of affairs gave him a Juſt 
claim to the places Which he afterwards held, ſo his behaviour, whilſt he continued 
in them, entitled him to that honourable retirement in which he is now indulged. 


Mir. Prrr ſtands yet leſs liable to the charge of being a favourite ; merit alone 

brought him into the miniſtry ; merit alone kept him there, till, happily for us, ke 

| Had the ſuperior merit of our countryman to combat with, which was not * 0 
| withſt 


, when we ee men, actuated with u real regard for their 
country, acting on the beſt of principles, uniting, what indeed ought never to be ſe- 
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withſtood. If we conſider rightly, it is impoſſible that Mr. PrTT ſhould eyer have 
been a favourite, though his abilities were of ſuch a nature as to make his aſſiſtance 
neceſſary. He came in upon an oppoſition; he had formed himſelf on a plan di- 
rectly contrary to the humour of our late Sovereign; he was determined to come 
into no miniſterial jobs; he ſpoke his mind freely on every occaſion : when convinced, 

he was always ready to change his opinion and alter his meaſures, but had the im- 
pudence to expect conviction before he did it ; he never was afraid to bring the voice 
of the people to the ear of his Sovereign ; he was of ſuch unſhaken ſecrecy, that 
during the whole courſe of his miniſtry he gave no opportunity to the moſt willing of 
diſcovering our deſigns to the enemy: he was of ſuch unpardonable attention to 
buſineſs, that the moſt minute occurrences in his department paſſed not without ex- 


amination; he was ſuch a bigot to the intereſts of the public, that no private con- 


nections whatever could induce him to prefer an undeſerving perſon ; he was of ſuch 


unbounded ambition, that he raiſed the honour of the Engliſh name to a much 


greater height than any of his predeceſſors ; he was ſo extravagantly oppoſite to the i 


meaſures uſually adopted on ſuch occaſions, that he was fooliſhly reſolved not to give 


up in treaty what we had gained in war ; he was ſo immoderate in his demands, that 
our enemies ſaw through them with a juſt indignation, and were convinced he 


would make 4 good peace, or none at all; he was ſo jealous of his miniſterial repu- 


tation, and ſo envious of thoſe who ſhould ſucceed him, that in order to prevent their 
doing of any thing, he left little or nothing for them to do. With theſe bars againſt 
him, and nothing but ſome ſmall ſhare of ſucceſs to back his own merit, it would be 
needleſs to obſerve, that he certainly never could Jultly be ſuſpected of being a fa- 


| vourite. | 


As to the third perſon, his ſervices are of ſuch a nature, that—but left I ſhould be 
ſuſpected of partiality I ſhall drop this point, and in compliance with the humour of 
the times, however contrary to my own, give ſome account of WILLIAM DE LA 
PoLE, Earl of Suffolk, and, for a OE, favourite of Queen MARGARET and HENRY 


the Sixth. 


That prince, now nineteen years old, had a very mean genius, and but little liks 
his father's. He eaſily ſuffered himſelf to be governed by thoſe about him. Inſtead 
of having the preſumption common to young princes, he was diſtruſtful of himſelf, 
and choſe rather to follow the counſels of others than his own. With this weakneſs 
he had principles of honour, virtue, and religion, which indeed made him wiſh he 
could always act juſtly, but often ſerved for a foundation and pretence to his coun- 
ſellors to draw him into many acts of injuſtice. As he wanted penetration, he was 
deceived with appearances. Of this his miniſters knew how to take advantage, for 
they were convinced of his incapacity to diſcern their ſelf-intereſted counſels. 

Such being the diſpoſition of the prince, it is natural to ſuppoſe that every in- 


triguing ſtateſman would endeavour to avail himſelf of it. Amongſt theſe the Earl of 


Suffolk was not the leaſt active; and in order to eſtabliſh his authority on the moſt 
laſting g grounds, he hit upon a ee which for a time anſwered his purpoſe, though 
in the end it proved his ruin. He knew HenRy was himſelf incapable of governing, 
and conſequently his miniſters muſt neceſſarily be liable to envy, and bear the blame 
of whatever was not agreeable to the people. In this belief, he fancied that the beſt 
way to ſupport himſelf was to give the king a wife, and a wife of ſuch a kind, who 
having no ground naturally to aſpire to ſuch a marriage, and being intirely indebted 


for it to the managers, might be always ready to ſupport her benefactors. Such a 


perſon he found in Margaret, daughter of a beggarly duke and titular king. Under 
her protection he for a time lorded it in the court, diſpoſed of every thing at pleaſure, 
maintained greater ſtate, and was more obſerved than the king himſelf. The queen- 
mother, more mindful of her paſſions than dignity, and. forgetful ſhe had been the 
wife of the greateſt prince in Europe, had loft her authority by matching herſelf to 
a private gentleman ; and the old nobles, diſguſted with the power of Suffolk, had 


either left the court, or waited in ſilence for an opportunity to ſhew their hatred 


with effect againſt the reigning favourite. This occaſion at laſt offered; and how- 


ever dear Suffolk. was to the king, however dear he was on ſeveral accounts to the 
queen, ee determined they might _ and had often declared themſelves, to 
* 


. | | as maintain 
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maintain him at all events, let the conſequences be what they would, they were at 

laſt obliged to give him up to the reſentment of an exaſperated people, and found 

by experience how weak ſuch reſolutions 1 vrhen they are oppoſed by the e people. 
with equal reſolution. 


Numb. IX. Saturday, July 31, 1762. 


Deſtroy his fib, or ſophiſtry, in vain, 
The creature's at his 8 work in. Pork. 
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HAVE + confaleridle arrear to ſettle with the "WTF My firſt view was 
to adminiſter a weekly antidote to the weekly poiſon of this writer; but I found him 
ſo low in the opinion of the public, that little was to be feared even from the moſt 
. daring falſhoods of ſuch a man. He ſeems impregnable to the force of argument. 
I ſhall therefore try what impreſſion: facts may be capable of making on him. Stu- 
: pidity may not apprehend, or ſophiſtry may ſometimes ſeem to elude the ſtrongeſt 
reaſonings; but the evidence of facts is irrefiſtible. 
The plan of attacking the French in America, he aſſerts, was ADOPTED as a nat! 
maxim ſelf-evident, before Mr. PiTT, or any one of his emiſſaries was born. How 
comes it then that this plan was entirely overlooked by the miniſtry here during the 
. courſe of the late war, and at the commencement of the preſent was purſued with 
k a faintneſs almoſt equal to a total diſregard, till Mr. Prrr was in power and gave 
it a life and vigour? Why has Mr. PiTT, for his attention to the America ſyſtem, 
been ſo often ridiculed as America- mad? T4 retort an expreſſion of his own. What 
a genius is this at croſs-purpoſes / 
The BRTrox is not fatisfied with this, but in the fulnefs of his folly, thinks to 
«glorify. his idol by aſeribing to him the honour reſulting from the conqueſt of Mar- 
. tinique. This (to adopt another of his phraſes) ts begging, or rather ſtealing, honour 
for his patron with a witneſs. In proof of my aſſertion, I need only obſerve, that his 
- majeſty” s ſhip the Alcide, with the tranſports deſigned to take on board the troops 
in America, under the command of General Monx Ton, failed from Portſmouth 
on the 4th of Auguſt, and arrived at New-York on the 15th of October, 17613 
and that Admiral Rop EY, who was to co-operate with General Monx rod in the 
enterprize againſt Martinique, ſet ſail from St. Helen's on the 18th of October, 
. only twelve days after Mr. P1TT's reſignation, | and but eight days after the ap- 
pointment of his ſucceſſor in office. Hence it irrefragably appears, that not only 
the hanour of inventing the plan, but of proportioning the means to the defired freef, 
F equipping the armament with vigour and expedition, and of ſending it out at a proper 
 ſeaſm under the conduct of officers of approved abilities, is entirely due to Mr. PIT; 
5 and that all which can be fairly aſeribed to the new managers is the meer ſecondary 
1 maerrit of not countermanding an expedition of the higheſt national importance. 
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} | Will the Bx1Ton dare to deny thefe facts? If he cannot, but is forced to admit 

1 them, then he ſtands at the bar of the public convicted of the moſt ſhameful falſe- 

1 hood. Bluſh, BRIT ox, bluſh, but let your patrons too ſhare the infamy of prompt- 

j ing and abetting to the world ſuch known proſtitution of truth and juſtice. Perhaps 
n on this occaſion it might be too much to aſſert, that all the honour the new miniſtry 
1 — likely to acquire, will be greater or leſs, in proportion as they ſhall I 
| or depart from the written reaſons of the 18th of September. | 
is Hoy inconſiſtent is this weak BxrTon 1 To what mean ſhifts and grofs contra- 

; dictions has he been driven! In his fifth number he elaims for the preſent miniſtry 

© | the greateſt honour from the conqueſt of Martingzez and in the ſixth he fays, among 

8 | l »:the other evil conſequences of the war, I might reckon our extraordinary ſuceeſs... 1-believe 
1] this is.the.firft time that extraordinary ſucceſs — reckoned among the evil conſe- 
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NI. THE NORTH BRITON. ap 
quences of a war. By à parity of reaſon, I ſuppoſe he reckons the infamous loſs of 
Newfoundland, and the late diſgrace on the toaft of France, among the goed conſo- 
giences of 6ur affairs being truſted in ſuch hands. What a total ſubverſion of all juſt 
ideas muſt there be in this writer's head! Theſe are abſurdities reſerved for the 
gooſe-quills of the modern miniſterial hirelings: this 1s the ridiculous cant which the 
pooreſt of all the weekly writers is taught by his patrons. If ſucceſs however be in- 
deed fo evil a conſequence, the Want of it is ſurely to be eſteemed a good one ; And if we 
Are to lament our ſicceſſes, becaule they are vil conſequences, we muſt rejoice over our 
%%, as goed conſequences, I ſuppoſe, therefore; he aid His friends muſt be pleaſed 
with what has given every true Briton the deepeſt concern, the loſs of Newfoundland, 
whole infinite importance every merchant, every ſeaman, almoſt every Engliſtiman, 
knows,—Our conqueſts, he ſays, were obflacles to a peace; ſo particularly was the affair 
of Newfonndland: and the late negotiation with the coürt of France, as well as the 
diſputes with the court of Spain on this great point, during the fix years negotiation, 
are well remembered. I hope there has been no colluſion ! Spain only demanded a 
part: France has now ſeized the whole, But why were no ſhips ſtationied to protect 
an object of ſuch national importance? Is all our intelligence of the motions of the 
French at an end? Are their fleets no longer watched? Where is that great and 
good genius to England that ſuperintended the Britiſh ſtate ; and while he gave 
ſecurity to our old poſſeſſions, made ſuch noble additions to our empire? I hope 
that Newfoundland too is not conſidered as an obatle, as well as our congügſts, which 
mult be removed to fmooth the way to a peace: if it is, I ktiow what kind of peace 
we are to expect. God forbid that the ati poſidetis ſhould now ever be mentioned 
as the terms of peace, while Mufoundland is in the hands of out enemies. Sure) 
the loſs of the whole was not colnived at, that the part which has been claimed nay 
with more decency be given up hereaftet. It is Elear to a denioriftration thete has 
been no attention given to an object which demanded the utmoſt a miniſtry could 
give. Ouzht ſuch an adminiſtration to be truſted by either prince or people? The 
nobleſt fleet England ever had is found, in the hands of a weak miniſtry, inſufficient 
for the protection of out moſt important ſettlements. How is all ſecurity gone from 
us! How do our enemies, who fo lately deſponded, now exult from ſuch ſucceſles ; 
| almoſt immediate on our change of councils! How are their ſpirits revived } Let 
us examine the ideas of the late miniſtry on this head. In an extract of the 6nly 
letter of Mr. Pitt's which the public was truſted with, among the Papers relative 
to the rupture with Spain, publiſhed by authority, are the following words, Which I 
wiſh were wrote in letters of gold ur der Lord Bute's picture in the royal apartment at 
St. James's : You will again on this occaſion let Mr. Wall clearly underſtand that this is u 
matter held ſacred, and that no conceſſion en the part of his majeſty, ſo deſtructive to this 
true and capital intereſt of Great Britain, will be yielded to Spain, however abetted and 
ſupported. And it was in relation to this great object Mr. Pitt made ule of that 
remarkable expreſſion to the proud Spaniard, that he would not relum any thing till the 
Tower of London was taken ſword in hand, Mr. Pitt would' neither ſuffer it to be 
yielded to Spain, nor taken by France. Is this the vigour and ſacceſs of the new North 
_ Britiſh adminiſtration? Thee are the bitter firſt- fruits from the North. What's to 
follow? Will the queſtion be now aſked, ¶ bat have the new miniſtry, or rather what 
has the new miniſter done? He has already loſt Newfoundland, and is inexcuſable in 
that loſs; for every thing aſked from parliament to ſtrengthen his hands was granted 
with chearfulneſs and unanimity. Now indeed is he well paired with his colleagues, 
the few wretched Eng who have joined hit, Theſe foſt us Mindpeu, tlie cit loſt 
Newfoundland, What dreadful events are to ſucceed! Is the Britiſh empire to 
- moulder away? But I hope a moſt gracious prince, in compliance with the wiſhes 
of a whole people, will, before it is too late, deprive a ſet of men (unfavoured by 
heaven and deſpiſed on earth) of the'powet thiey have thus infamouſly abuſed. 

The BRITON proceeds in his uſual abſurd way. In one page he tells us of the 
injudicious mativer*in which the tuar has bern carried on; and in the next he ſays, Our 
motive for engaging in this war was to defend and ſecure our colonies in North America. 
This end is fully, at gf in d great meaſure, atconipliſed'by the entire conqueſt of Caſalla, 
Arauin, and Capt Bretoti. 10 made thoſe” conqueſts? Has the war thei been 
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accompliſbed? Again he ſays, This is the more dangerous, as it is unlimited : one con- 
gueſt will ſuggeſt another, and we ſhall dance after this ignis fatuus of glory until we are 
 Aveakened, exhauſted, and unable to proceed. Are not the new miniſtry proceeding ? 


ob to, and to be read only by, his lordſhip. One remarkable particular I had for- 
got; the Briton gives himſelf out as a martyr to the good (he will not now ſay 
glorious) cauſe : but he expects his full reward here, He begins his letter, As I have 
ſuffered in your cauſe (J wiſh to know how, except in reputation) I think myſelf in 


the darling hope and ESTABLISHED expectation of the Briton, which are plainly a pow 


forces. How tenderly a true Scotſman ſpeaks of rebellion ! Is he afraid of wound- 


carried an in fo injudicious a manner, when the end is ſo. fully, at leaft in a great meaſure, 


Are they not, ar this hour, attempting to add another conqueſt to all the former? 
Does not every friend to his country burn with impatience for the . glorious news of 
the blow we all hope is already ſtruck to the heart of Spain? If we have already 
.conquered too much, as he ſays, why go on in the ſame miſtaken courſe? Why add 
more ob/tacles. to a peace? For ſuch he calls our conqueſts. But will even he fay 
the taking of the Havaniah will be an obſtacle to a peace with Spain? How would 
a ſenſible. einer deſpiſe the wretched cant of theſe advocates of the preſent mi- 
.niſter ? 

Such is the letter of the e to the Earl of Bute : a letter, fit to be addreſſed 


, meaſure intitled to—and:theſe firſt words of the letter are well explained by the laſt--- 


lion, and an e/tabh/bment on this ſide the Tweed. 
One word I muſt remark on the ftile of this writer. In his laſt number but one, 


ſpeaking of the late rebellion, he ſays, the inſurgents—had defeated a body of regular 


ing a father, uncle, or brother? An Engliſhman would have wrote, the rebels had 
_ defeated a body of king's forces: but rebels are only inſurgents in Scotland, and the 
king's. troops are only regular forces! The other phraſe had acknowledged a right in 
our ſovereign, not quite ſo willingly owned by all his 9 in the nac of this 
iſland. 


In the dieter of laſt Saturday, are the following lines, which are a noble ſpe- 
men of North Britiſh logic : 
the PRINTER. 

8 1 R, 


I am authoriſed to ſend you the Wer article, to be bre in your paper as 
ſoon as poſſible. | 
„That the public may not be impoſed upon, and i imagine the taking of New- . 
4 foundland was done by the conſent of our miniſtry, we are aſſured that four men 
<< of war of the line and fome frigates are going to ſail immediately from Portſmouth 
to retake the ſaid place.” A moſt concluſive argument that Newfoundland was not 
.taken by conſent of our miniſtry, becauſe, from the juſt clamour of an enraged 
people, four men of war and ſome frigates are to be ſent to retake it! I ſuſpect that 

my friend the BRIToN is this authoriſed fate writer, from the reaſoning, and the 
phraſe of the taking being done, which | is-ſuch nn 1 * as he 1 
deals out to us on Saturdays. 

How intirel ly will thts: article 207 e away j al the. ill-gropued ſu fe Mia 7 mankind 56 


Numb. X. Saturday, Auguſt 7, 1762. 
's 5 . | 1 4 focis. 


: For G o and ux 


To THE NORTH BRITON. 
STR, 
MONG ST the many great and daring ſteps lately taken to raiſe us from 
obſcurity, and inveſt us with that power and influence which we have long 
Aire to, but never could obtain till this happy period, when merit carries every 
thing 
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thing before i it, I'am amazed that one, which' in itſelf would be glorious, and 
would alſo give a luſtre to, and enſure the continuance of, all our other acqui- 
ſitions, hath ſo long eſcaped the active and diſcerning ſpirit of our countryman z 
I mean the intergſis of Preſbyters. In vain do we promiſe ourſelves a continu- 
ance of power in the ate, unleſs we can -find means to eſtabliſh a ſuperiority 
in the church. The clergy of England will natufally be jealous of our growing 
greatneſs ; and the influence which they have-over the minds of the populace, 
when conſiderations of intereſt get the-better of their indolence, and demand the 
exertion of cheir ſtrength, is too evident, and well deſerves our moſt ſerious 
attention. From their intrigues, as ſoon as they enter into the real ſpirit of our 
deſigns, we muſt expect much trouble, and an oppoſition not to be deſpiſed. 
As reſolute men, we ought not to be diſcouraged by this approaching ſtorm, 
but as prudent men we ought, if poſſible, to prevent or break the force of it; 
nor doth any other method of doing this oecur to me, but the levelling one great 
ſtroke immediately at the root of all their influence and power. Could we once 
ſee, what we have often wiſhed for in vain, Preſtytery eſtabliſhed on the ruins. 
of Epiſcopacy, what good things might we not promiſe to ourſelves | What evil 
things might we not have it in our power to denounce againſt our enemies! 
Then ſhould they feel the weight of our reſentment, and Find to their coſt 
what ſpirit aue are r; then might we lord it with ſecurity, and, the terrors of 
the church co- operating with te ſecular arm, our power would be univerſal, abſo- 
Jute, and perpetual. The preciſe method of bringing about this great event I can- 
mot take upon me to determine. I leave it to thoſe who have already accompliſhed 
things of greater difficulty but the neceſſity of its being effected, in order to eſta- 
bliſn us for ever in England, I muſt poſitively aſſert. When once it is happily 


brought to paſs, L would humbly hope, in order to give the ſpirit of our profeſſion 
its true 4nd Fal Tues” that the act oY” toleration might be im mediately repealed. 


— SIR, your's ſincerely, 
PRESBY TER, 


"HOUGH I cannot but commend the zeal and approve the ſentiments. of 
my correſpondent, yet I muſt think his vehemence gets the better of his 
Judgment, and hurries him on at ſuch a rate, as would retard, if not overthrow, 
the deſigns he is ſo forward to promote. Every true Scot is undoubtedly of his 
opinion; he muſt ſee the very great importance of this point, and in juſtice both 
to himſelf and country muſt burn for the accompliſhment of it; but diſcretion 
ſteps in, and teaches us to conſider this event as placed at a great diſtance, fur- 
rounded with difficulties, and to be brought to paſs by flow degrees. Our 
great patron himſelf, -whoſe thoughts are always at-work for our good, hath, I will 
not doubt, had this important object often in his view, though prudence, and. 
not inattention, as my correſpondent imagines, hath as yet reſtrained him from 
taking any open-ſteps.towards the obtaining it. Much greater caution is requi- 
ſite to bring about changes in a church than in a. ſtate. _ The ececlefiaſtics are an 
artful, ſubtle, and powerful body in all countries: their eyes, however dim to 
other things, are remarkably quick to every thing which concerns their own in- 
tereſts: they are generally proud, -revengeful, and implacable: and yet moſt of 
them have the art to throw a veil over their evil qualities, and eſtabliſh an intereſt 
in the opinions of the people. Hiſtory will ſupply us with numberleſs inſtances 
of their capacity for miſchief, and their ſucceſs i in it. Moſt of the revolutions - 
in Europe have been chiefly owing to the intrigues of churchmen ; and from the 
unaccountable accounts of a late unaccountable revolution“ in the North, we 
may at leaſt gather thus much, that it is ſafer to take off the head of a layman, 
than to wag a finger againſt the beard of a prieſt. Great caution therefore is re- 
quiſite o on our fide, and [ hope my countrymen will always obſerve it, and never 


* The eel the late Czar, Peter III. 15 l 
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let this. grand point be out of our thoughts, but let diforetian mark the ſeyerds 
ſteps. by»which we make our Way towards it. 

It has been aſſerted, that as religion in England is wt fo law an ebb, and the 
difference between the Engliſn and Scott;fh church conſiſts anly in mere form, 
this. alteration might be effected with much eaſe. Thoſe: who maintain this will 


do well. to conſider, that where religion prevails in its true and genuine fpirit, 


forms are looked on with an eye ef indifference ; but in a nation where the 
true ſpirit of religion 1 15 loft, and nothing but forms remain, there they are con- 
ſidered with the gregteſt reſpect, and aſſume an eſſentiality which in themſelves 
they have not, Beſides, will. they tell us that the dignities and lucrative prefer- 


ments af the church are mere forms? Theſe ſurely are not inſubſtantial phan- 


toms z theſe certainly have an eſſence. Nor can we ſuppoſe that what hath 


been obtained at the expence of every free apd-manly ſentiment, ſhall afterwards 
be given up by the poſſeſſors tamely, and without oppoſition. Talk againſt re- 
ligion, deery bs ality, openly. attack Scripture, corrupt the practice, unſertle the 
faith of mankind, naturalize Jews, confeund marriages.—ſtill every thing is well, 
all. is. ſafe and quiet. But if you would deſtroy, or leſſen the rights of church- 


ven, if you would controvert their claims, ſupplant them in their preferments, 
and make encroachments on their power, then muft you expect a general cry, 
the wholeſpiritual body will he up in arms, the thunders of the church will be 
levelled againſt you, and the populace muſt be taught that religion is ſtruck at, 
and the church in danger. Safer indeed will aur nation always find it to attack 
a Saviagr than a furplice, to raze out the four evargelifis, than to ſhew an incli- 
nation for plugking one ſpiritual ear of Engliſh carn. 

Notwithſtanding theſe obſtacles, which we may expect to meet with fn 


the Engliſh clergy, I would not have the deſign relinquiſhed. Let difficulties : 
do their proper Work—add a ſpur to our re ſolution and diligence, and conſirm 
our prudence; for by that, and that only, can we hope to ſucceed. Modera- 


tion is our, preſent. buſineſs, the beſt anſwer to the objection of our enemies, and 


the only way of getting them into our power, and of making them feel the 
weight of our reſentment, when it is our intereſt to ſhew it. In order to pave 


the way to this deſirable event, and to leſſen the clamour, when it ſhall happen; 


J would recommend it to my. countrymen, who bave Prechterian intereſt at 


heart, to enter immediately into the church of England, and take orders—They | 


will be ſure of all the beſt preferments ; and when the change we ſo much deſire 
is effected, they may be good and true Preſyterians again. Their being in the 


church will leſſen the weight of the Engliſhi clergy, and their return to us will 
give a freſh addition of ſtrength to our party. As to the charge of diſſimulatian or 
hypocriſy, which may maliciguſly be brought againſt them, they will ſtand ex- 
cuſed by the cauſe far which they acted. If this was. not the caſe, and if the 


good of the cquntry and countrymen was not a ſufficient excuſe for flattery, lying, 
perjury, perfidy, treaſon, and rabellion, what muſt become of every. true Scat? 


As to the repeal of the a# of toleration propoſed by my correſpondent, it muſt | 
certainly take place, but not at the time he mentions. Should we defer it till 
the completion of this great event, we ſhall lay ourſelves open to the reproaches 
of our adverſaries, and be aſked, how we can deny that indulgence to others, 


which we have ſo ſtrongly pleaded for, and happily enjoyed ourſelves ? ? A queſ- 
tion this not to be anſwered, and therefore we mult take care that it ſhall 
not be aſked. Let the ad of toleration then for this reaſon be repealed ſome little 
time before the aboliſhment of ep:ſcopacy, and we may with a good grace afterwards 


lay before the good peaple of England the terror, f the Lord. 
The whole of what I have here ſaid, may perhaps pe deemed chimerical— 


Think fo ſtill—May ſecurity be your ruin—The event will ſhew who was 
right, Something relative to this point our arch enemy SWIET has obſeryed, and 
I hope in the ſpirit of prophecy ; it was feared i in his time, and .may be accom- 
liſhed in ours, —Take his gwa words 
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% We sbſerve the Scots in our northern parts to be a brave, induſtrious peo- 
“ ple, extremely devoted to their religion, and full of an undiſturbed affection 
5 towards each other. Numbers of that noble nation, inyited by the fertilities 


of ſoil, are glad to exchange their barren hills of Loguabar, by a voyage of 


<« three hours, for our fruitfulyales of Datun and Antrim, ſo productive af that 


% grain, which at little trouble and leſs expence-hnds diet and lodging for them- 


« ſelves and their cattle. Theſe;people by their extreme parſimany, wonderful 


4 dexterity in dealing, and firm adherence to one another, ſoon grow into wealth 


from the ſmalleſt beginnings, never are-ranted out where they once fix, and 
<< increafe daily by new ſupplies. Beſides, when they are the ſuperior number 
ein any tract of ground, they are nat auer: patient ai xte; but fuch whom | 


$6 they cannot affimilate, ſoon find it their intereſt to remove. I have dane all 


++ in my power on ſome land of my own to preſerve two or three Engliſh fellows 
in their neighbourhood, but found it impoſſible, though one af them thought 
% he had ſufficiently made his eourt by turning Preſbyterian. Add to all this, 
< that they bring along with them from Scotland a moſt formidable notion of our 


„ church, which they look upon at leaſt three degrees worſe than popery; and 


« jt is natural it ſhould be ſo, ſince they come over full — with that mo 
06; which taught them to aboliſh epiſcopacy at home.” 


After ſome very impertinent obſervations relative to the repeal of the Teſt, 


the Dean fays, © I do not ſee how it can be otherwiſe, conſidering their igno- 


< rance and our ſupineneſs, but they may in a very few years grow to a ma- 
jority in the Houſe of Commons, and conſequently make themſelves the na- 
tional religion, and have a fair pretence to demand the revenues of the 
„ church for their teachers. I know it will be objected, that if all this ſhould 


66 happen as I deſcribe, yet the Preſbyterian religion could-never be made the 


T4 


national by act of Parliament, becauſe our biſhops are ſo great a number in 
the Houſe of Lords, and without a majority there the church could nat be 
aboliſhed. But I have tevo very good expedients for that, which 1 leave you to 
gueſs, and I dare ſwear our Speaker here has often thought on, eſpeciatiy 
4 having endeavoured at one of them ſo Aately. That this deſign is not ſo f- 
reign from \ ſome: people” 8 thoughts, I-muſt let-you know that an honeſt bell 
weather of our houſe (you have him now. in England, I wiſh you could 
keep him there) had the impudence ſome years ago in Parliament-time, 18 
ſhake my Lord Biſhop of Killaluo by his lawn fleeve, and tell him in a 
threatening manner—Thgt he haped to live to ſee the day when there ſhauld wat be 
4 bt 11 his grder in the ne Letter concerning the Szefamental Te. 
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Numb, XI. Saturday, Auguſt 14. 1763, 


| Nequef FORO quid iſtum audire, veram etiam quid me deceat dicere, ki. 


Nor: ſhall I conſider only what it may be proper for Him ta hear, wards has 
it may become. Me to ſay. 


1 HAVE found it by far the moſt diſagreeable circumſtance _ ulla this 
political warfare, that I am obliged weekly to wade through all the dirt and 
#Alth of ſame eotemporary writers, whoſe natural propenſity Tein now only to 
have gained its true bias. Every thing appears to flaw in its proper faul chan- 
nel with them, Faction and falſehood are the two main pillars of their palitical 


ſtate. One of them even "ak in his invention. I wade to have been excuſed 
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from reading any of my fellow- labourers, except the Bxrrox, who has proved 
to me a fine Yrowſy opiate after my Saturday's veſpers. Fer my fins I undertook 
the penance of his company, and I fear have too often been benumbed by the 
touch of this torpedo; but the AUDITOR has of late taken ſo much obliging 


notice of me, that I muſt, from literary politeneſs, make him too ſome returns. 
] will however (according to the ſage advice of Tully in my motto) 185 ider not 


an vont is fit for him to hear, but for me to far. 
1 am rather hardly dealt with by him. He accuſes me of poverty of invention. 


Surely this is unreaſonable, to expect that invention in my proſe, which is not to 
be found in his verſe. He ſays, „ he threw out a hint, that I might copy the 


«© plan of news for one hundred yrars hence, which the reader may remember was 
<< publiſhed ſome years ſince againſt the Jew Bill.” The reader may likewiſe 
remember that there was publiſhed, at the beginning of this century, Swift's 


predictions for the year 1708, of which the other (notwithſtanding his impudent 
pretenſions to originality). is but a tame imitation, The truth is; Swift is the 
father of all political humour; the AUDITOR and I follow non @quis paſſibus. I 


thank him however for giving me the true key to the knowledge of the author of 


that paper, by his doating on the child, and his ſtill remembering, what every body 
elſe had forgot, an old paper of news for one k undred years hence; a paper, I own, 


of a little eaſy humour: but he is proud of it, becauſe it is in the higheſt manner 


of ſuch a Flemiſh painter, finiſhed con amore. I am ſorry that ſprightly running is 
over, and that he is now drawn down to the fouleſt dregs of political controverſy. 


In the ſame page he talks of plagiariſm, and borrows almoſt every line from Pope 


and Swift. I am not hurt by this. I wiſh moſt heartily that he would ſteal 
more largely from both. It will be more of them, it will be leſs of him: more 


of them, and leſs of ' himſelf will be as agreeable to the public, as to me. 1 beg 
he would tell me, whence I ſtole the idea of a ſecond-ſighted Scotſman, that I may 

N juſtify myſelf againſt my own countrymen, who abuſe me for having, as they ſay, 
hit the true point of Tidicule againſt our nation, vecauſe there is no other which 


makes ſo ſilly a pretenſion. 1 | | 
But is indeed invention the great talent of a political writer? [ have always 


thought otherwiſe, and, knowing where my ſtrength lay, have ever ſtated fads | 


and dates in all hiſtorical occurences, and have conſtantly left the glory of in- 


vention to the AUDITOR and the Briton, Such great things were atchieved 


during 'the late adminiſtration, that invention would lag behind; and were the 


AvuDITOR a poet of the nobleſt imagination, inſtead of only meaſuring qut 4 


mongrel kind of tinkling proſe, without fire or fancy, he would not have dared to 
have feigned half the heroic acts of the Engliſh, for the laſt ſix years, under Mr. 


PiTT's auſpices. But let him keep his invention for his next panegyric on Lord 


Burg. There will be the fulleſt hope, there will be the moſt real neceſſity for 
it, But I fear even in that his genius will fail him; for he has not been able 


to invent one decent excuſe for the ſhameful neglect of the important object of 
Neu faundland. He ſays, perhaps mo blame oupht 5 propriety to be charged on any 


man : he has preciſely the ſame ideas of the loſs of Minorca; but the nation has 


not, and does not charge the higheft blame on his patrons. He adds, were Lord. 
Axsox alive to anſwer for himfelf, ſome reaſons would perhaps be aſſigned, &c. and 


ſo becauſe Lord Anſan is not alive to anſwer for himſelf, he is to be called from 


the dead to anſwer for himſelf, and LoRD Bur too. But who has accuſed Lord. 


Anſon, or libelled his memory? I honour the AvupiTor for this happy invention 
(which I believe is his own) of appealing to the dead there he is ſafe from 


detection, and may make the appeal as ſtrong, and as circumſtantial, as he 


pleaſes. . But has he no living witneſs ?- Does not this give the ſtrongeſt ſuſpicion, 
that, were Lord Anſon alive, he would not then venture to make the appeal? 
He ſays, during the whole war, Newfoundland never had any particular appointment 
for its protection, except the twa men of war to convoy the trade. I affirm, that every 
care poſſible was taken of Newfoundland, and the utmoſt attention given to its 
preſervation through the whole war, and that it was never loſt ſight of during all 
the late negotiations; of which there is the fulleſt written evidence. The French 
knew 
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knew this ſo well, that no attempt was ever made during the vigilance of the 


late ene Their fleets were too narrowly watched; their deſtination 
too well known. A ſuperior force was ever ready for the ſafety of this country, 
and all her colenies. Had the firſt miniſter given half the attention to this truly 
Britiſh concern, which he did to increaſe domeſtio fouds and contentions among 
the Enegliſh'; had he ſet himſelf (as he ought to have: done) to acquire intelli- 
gence of what our reſtleſs enemies, the French, were meditating, with half the 
_ induſtry he did (as he ought not to have done) to what was tranſacting at the 
Treaſury before he had any right to command there, he might, beyond all doubt, 
have fruſtrated the attempt on Newfoundland. ] believe too that knowledge 
might have been acquired to the full in as fair and honourable a way as the other 
was, He might ſurely have prevented the French ſeizing with the wretched re- 
mains of their marine (almoſt annihilated in the courſe of the laſt ſix years) what 
they could not ſucceed in under the late miniſtry, while their navy was ſo formi- 
dable. But we find that weak and feeble efforts command ſucceſs againſt a eat 
and feeble miniſtry : and our ancient enemy, when expiring, can do more, matched 
with a pitiful opponent, than when in full vigtur, with one wiſe and ſpirited, 

The AupiToR'goes on; how unlucky is it that Thurot landed in Ireland dur- 
ing Mr. Pirr's miniſtry, and that he is not actually at Carrickfergus this day ! It is 
true, Thuret did land in Ireland during Mr. PiTT's miniſtry ; but it is no leſs true, 
that Mr. PiTT gave us the moſt compendious and complete Gazette I ever read, 

of the conſequences of that attempt, the deſtruction of every ſingle veſſel belong- 


ing to that ſquadron. The ſquadron which attempted and ſeized Newfoundland 


during Lord BuTEe's miniſtry, is ſtill in being, triumphant, and perhaps ready 


to attack Carrickfergus. Let us have juſt ſuch a Gazette from Lord Burk. But 


we are told the ſhips are to ſail to attack the French, and to recover Newfoundland. 
The miſchiefs which may enſue long before ſhips from Portſmouth can reach the 
new world, are ſcarcely to be imagined, and too ſhocking to dwell upon even in 


idea, What a dreadful interval ! How big with horror and death! Before, all 


was ſecurity and eaſe; now, an univerſal dejection and dread of futurity prevails. 

The AupirToR proceeds very pertly ; ; Now tell me, Faction, were there any ſhips 
Aationed at Newfoundland at that time? The anſwer is full, clear, and ready; 
there were ſhips ſtationed there, and in all parts, to watch the whole French fleet; 


and no ſooner did any eſcape from their harbours, but the moſt immediate intet- 


ligence was given, and all their hopes blaſted. M. de la Clue in an important buſi- 
nolk. Thuret in a leſs, are the demonſtrative proofs. The conſequence was, the 


efectual ruin of the enterprize, perhaps a total deſtruction, as in the affair of | 


Thurot ; the mention of which is no inſtance of the AupiToR's ſagacity. 
The Aupiron ſays, that I have eited a malignant paragraph from the Gazetteer, 
a a writer from his king and country is declared to be the author of it. Now if this 


 hireling can prevail upon the noble Lord his patron to advance the money and give ſecurity 


that it ſhall not be recovered under any of the gaming flatutes,, I will venture a wager 
that he forged that very paragraph himſelf. In anſwer to this, I will do the NoxTH 
BkiTox the juſtice to ſay, that he is untainted with the vice of gaming, the loſs 


of which poſſeſſes the AupiToR ſo ſtrongly, that by another happy invention of 


his own, he endeavours to introduce it even among poor authors. This infec- 
tious vice, I ſuſpect, remains to him from his old patron. The Nox TH BRITON 
can declare he never received an obligation from any great many but what flowed, 
in the common occurrences of life, from the mutual tie of a reciprocal private 
friead{hip. He is happy with what he has a right to enjoy. He is ſuperior to all 


gain, and deſpiſes the ſharing with a backneyed bireling, the weekly wages of 


the praſtitution of his pen, The AVDITOR earns them dearly : - got as they are 
_heſhallevery Saturday. night receive them intire from me; and if they are broyght 
to waſte, it will be by their being ſpent in as, profligate a manner as they are earned. 


| To annihilate ſuſpicion, 1 appeal to Mr. Say, the printer of the Gazetteer: pl | 
could wiſh. he would tell the world (and I call upon him to do it) from whom he 
received that abſurd paragraph, which the writer declared in the letter he was 


n to ſend him. 
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234 THE NORTH BRITON. No. XII, 
As to the AupiToR's miſerable conceit of perſon and parſon, I muſt tell him 
that it is too poor, and only fit for the BRTToN. I will whiſper him too, that 
he is totally miſtaken, and that the gentleman he means to abuſe does not Pere 
that abuſe, though he deſpiſes it. The AvpiToR (for he has ſome taſte) is, I 
am fure, conſcious, how. much the literary world is indebted to that manly 
genius for ſome of the moſt noble productions of our age and language, which 
will live and be admired by poſterity, after all our ſhort- lived political offspring 


have periſhed, and this perhaps may be with the ſame fun. which ſaw them 


riſe, 
I have only two words to ſettle with the Barron this week. They are = "mY 


fication and vouchſafement. He ſays that Thave twice twitted him in the teeth (a moſt | 
| elegant phraſe) with the word GLORIFICATION printed in Italics. He affirms 


that it is an Engli/h word, to be found in all the common diftionaries, and to be 


met with more than once in Scripture. I never denied that it was an Engliſi 
word, but I ridiculed-it as a cant word of the illiberal and illiterate Scorti/h Preſ- 
-byterians ; and it found favour among their long-winded divines, only becauſe it 


Was · ſo long, and mouthed ſo well. I will ſay, however, that I have not met 
-with itin Scripture, and 1 am ſatisfied that he cannot name one text Where it is 
to be found. 


No for wouchſe Pr He ſays, I ads with Wal ſettle the authenticity of 


/ the word VOUCHSAFEMENTS, uſed as a ſubſtantive, a word which I do not remem- 
ber to have ſeen in any dictionary or writer of reputation. What ſo ignorant a 
fellow has ſeen, I do not know ; but I know he may ſee the word vouchſafement, 


as a ſubſtantive too, in Johnſon's Engliſh Dictionary, and the great Boyle quoted 


as the authority for it. I hope Jolinſon is a writer of reputation, becauſe as a 
writer he has juſt got a penſion of 3ool. per ann. I hope too that he is be- 


come a friend to this conſtitution and the family on the throne, now he is thus | 


nobly provided for: but I know he has much to unwrite, more to unſay, before 


| he will be forgiven. by the true friends of the preſent illuſtrious family, for 


| what he has been writing and ſaying. for many years. As to the Briton, he is fo 
ignorant and fooliſh, I ſhall for the future vouchſafe him a very ſmall ſhare of my 


attention ; for as every body has left off e it is high time that 1 85 


leave off Amt him. 
* Mr, Charles Church ill. 


Numb, XII. Saturday, Auguſt 12, 1762. 


Penſions, which reaſon to the worthy gave, 
Add freſh diſhonour.to the fool and knauvue. Axon. 
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DO not know in any controverſy | fo ſure = method of coming at truth, 

L which is always the pretence, though ſo ſeldom the real object of modern 
,enquiries, as a juſt and ſtrict definition of all the words and phraſes of any im- 
_ portance, which are afterwards to be in uſe. | This practice is univerſal, except- 
ing only i in theological and Political controverſy. If I take up a book of mathe- 
matics, the writer defines in the very firſt page, what a triangle, a circle, or a 

trapezium is; and then argues cloſely from the preciſe and accurate ideas of each, 
which the author and reader have Pprevioully ſettled, A book of fortification as 
regularly ſets out with explaining to me what a baſtion, a demi - lune, or a horn- 
Work is. I have read much religious controverſy ; for, unhappily, there is as 
:Uttle agreement between the miniſters of the goſpel, as between the miniſters of 
0 fate. 
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Mate, I do not, however, remember to have found in any of our divines a fa- 
tis factory definition of faith, free-will, or prede Mination. We are not yet arrived 
at the ſame accuracy, with reſpect to the meaning of theſe words, as of a circle 
or a ſguare. The ſame remark will hold true in political controverſy. Who has 
with any preciſion defined the words faction or patriot? The word favourite alone 
we have of late pretty fully underſtood the force of, both from the definitions of 
the MoniToR and of the Nox TH BRITON: yet give me leave to ſay, Sir, that 
neither of you have reached the force and cloſeneſs of expreſſion in the great 
lexicographer, Mr. Jonxsox, who defines a favourite to be a mean wretch, whoſe 
. whole buſmeſs i is by any means to pleaſe, But whether the word has been well defined 
or not, in former periods of the Engliſh hiſtory, the effect of it has been very fully 
felt, and even at this hour it is never uttered without the moſt unjuſt paſſion and 
ill. founded reſentment, as if the nation was now ſmarting from the ſad conſe- 
ſequences of its reality, and exertion in pride and inſolence. 
The word penſion. likewiſe has of late much puzzled our politicians. I ba not 
recollect. that any one of them has ventured at a definition of it. Mr. Johnſon, 
as he is now a pexſioner, one ſhould. naturally have recourſe to, for the trueſt li- 
terary inſormation on this ſubject. His definition then of a penſion is, an allow- 
ance made to any one without an equivalent. In England it is generally underſteed 10 
mean pay given to a Hate hireling for treaſon to his. country. And under the word 
ö penſioner we read, 1. One uli 1s ſupported by an allowance paid at the will of ano- 
ther : a dependant. 2. A ſlave of fate, hired by a flipend to obey his maſter. But 
- with ſubmiſſion. to this great, prodigy of learning, ſhould think both definitions 
very erroneous. Is the ſaid Mr. Fohnſon a dependant? Or is he a ſlave of flate 
Hired by a flipend to obey his mater? There is according to him, no alternative. 
Is his penſion, underſtood to be pay given him as flate hireling for. treaſon to his ' 
country? Whoever gave it him, . muſt then have read London, a Poem, &c. &c. 
and muft haye miſtaken all his di/ant hints and dark alluſions. As Mr. Fohnſon 
. therefore has, I think, failed in this account, may I, after ſo great an authority, 
-venture at a ſhort definition of ſo intricate a word? A penſion then I would call 
4 gratuity during the pleaſure of the Prince for ſervices performed, or expected to C 
be performed, to himſelf or to the fate. Let us conſider the celebrated Mr. 88 : 
Johnſon, and a few other late penſioners, in this light. __ 
Mr. Fohnſon' s many writings in the cauſe of liberty, his ſteady attachment to 
. the preſent Royal Family, his gentleman-like compliments to his Majeſty's 
_ grandfather, and his decent treatment of the parliament, intitle him to a ſhare 
of the royal bounty. It is a matter of aſtoniſhment that nc notice has till now 
been taken of him by government for ſome of the moſt extraordinary produc- 
tions, which appeared with the name of Samuel Fohnſon ; ; a name ſacred to 
8 George and Liberty. No man, who has read on! y one poem of his, London, but 
- muſt congratulate the good ſenſe and diſcerning ſoirit of the miniſter, who be- 
ſtows ſuch a, part of the public. treaſure on this diſtinguiſhed friend of the pub- 
'Tic, of his maſter's family, and of the conſtitution 1 4 this country. The re- 
wards are now moſt judiciouſly given. to thoſe who. have ſupported, not to thoſe. 
who have all their lives written with bitterneſs, and haran gued with virulence, 
againſt. the government. With all due deference to the frſt miniſter's diſcern- 
ment, I rather think that Mr. Fohnſon (as merit 0 of this kind muſt now 'be re- 
-warded) might have been better provided for in another way: I mean at the 
board of Exciſe. Lam deſirous of ſeeing him one of the commiſſi oners, if not at 
the head of that board, that the gentlemen there may ceaſe to be wretches hired 
. by thoſe to whom exciſe i is paid. His definition of exciſe is, that it 75 4+ hateful tax 
levied upon commodities, and adjudged not by the common judges of property, but wretches 
Hired by thoſe to whom exciſe is paid. Is the exciſe ſtill on the ſame footing ? 1 wiſh to 
know) who hires. theſe wretches, the commiſſioners of exciſe. Mr. Guhnſon ſays, 
-thoſe to whom exciſe is paid! If that is indeed the caſe, I am not at a loſs to find 
out to whom exciſe is Paid, nor who of conſequence, 1 in Mr. Johnſon! s idea, hires 
theſe wretches. 
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* THE NORTH BRITON: V.. XII. 


Tpeſe are fair extracts from the celebrated Engliſh Diftonary, which was pre- 
r by a noble lord in ſuch pomp to the academy della Cruſca. It will give 
the country of the old Romans the juſteſt idea of Engliſh liberty, and of the 
preſent patrons of it amongſt us, who have ſo illiberally rewarded the author, 
The hterati of Ttaly will not only find an excellent Hterary dictionary, but a 


compleat ſyſtem of Engliſh politics and hiſtory, worthy of this renowned na- 


tion, for every thing is recorded in the manly ſtyle of old Rome. As we have 


had our tyrants as well as they, a Roman ſpirit has aroſe againſt them here, and 


as it ever will, has bore down all before it. The expulſion: of the Tarquins is 

not told by any old Roman hiſtorian in more animated language, and more 
glowing words, than the expulſion of the inveterate enemies of liberty, the 
whole race of the Stuarts. Mr. Johnſon ſays, the Revolution is the change pro- 
duced by the admiſfion of King William and Duzen Mary. What noble words! 
What a bold glowing expreffion ! I ſhould not have dwielt ſo long upon Mr. 
Johnſon' s literary merit, if I did not believe that his writings had done more 
real ſervice to the family on the throne, than any man's —excepting only Mr. 
Secretary Murray's ;—another ſacred name to George and Liberty, 

I moſt heartily beg lord LITCHFIELD's pardon. T have been ſo uſed to find 
him at the head of the country party, and the Oxfordfhire Old Intereſt, that 
1 did not expect, under a prince of the houſe of Brunſwick, to have ſeen him at the 
head of the penſi oners, I ought to have paid my firſt compliments to his lordſhip. 8 
He is at the head of the penſioners, and at length baſks in the funſhine of court 
fayour, from having in the moſt critical times diſtinguiſhed himfelf as a warm 


5 friend of the houſe of Hanover, When the whole nation roſe up, like one man, 


in defence of their ſovereign and their liberties, lord LirchriEL p ſtood forth 
among the moſt zealous, and put himſelf at the head of amazing numbers of true 
freemen of the Old Intereſt in Oxfordſhire, I hope that ever-memorable year 
| 1746 will never be forgot. In that perilous year the family on the throne ſaw. 
who were their real friends, and undoubtedly have profited by an experience ſo 
happily made. Read over the liſt of thoſe generous afſcctators, who formed a 
facred band for the defence of all that ought to be dear to an Engl iſhman : there 
you will find the name of the earl of LiTcHriELD. Every man in Oxfordſhire 
will tell you, how nobly he exerted himſelf, when Hannibal was at our gates; 
what real ſtrength the nation derived from his great and ſpirited efforts; what 
ſums he ſubſcribed ; what immenſe expences he bore with chearfulneſs, to en- 
courage his friends to the ſtraining of every nerve againſt his and our common 
enemy. I do not indeed recolle& that he raiſed any regiment, though many 
others of the nobility.did ; but 1 readily comprehend why he did not. The ad- 
miniſtration were at that time ſo over-run with groſs prejudices, that the ey | 
thought his lordſhip, and thoſe friends of his, could not be truſted. The pre- 
ſent miniſtry think more juſtly; and ſhould ſuch another day come, I am ſa- 
tisfied they will be ſound as zealous in the cauſe of their country as before. It 
is plain then, that lord LITCHFIELD is at the head of the Penſioners on account 
of real ſervices performed in times of real danger. 
I think that I am right in declaring that a penſion may not only be given for 


ſervices actually performed, but likewiſe for ſervices expected to be performed. Thi is 


I take to be the caſe of the penſions generally given to the ſixteen þeers, who re- 
preſent the whole nobility of Scotland. I am far from meaning that they are 
the only ſixteen Scottiſh peers who enjoy prn/ions. I ſpeak of them now, as hay- 
ing votes in the houſe of Lords, from their being repreſentatives of all the reſt. 
aſe tons have commonly been given to them for the ſervices they are to perform 

their country there, and to give them the true bias, which they might other- 
wiſe miſtake. When Lord Burn was in a former Parliament one of the ſix- 


teen Scotts/þ Peers, he actually enjoyed a penſion on this truly bonourable footing, 
and therefore he has the faireſt right to the title of Grand Penfionary. | 


In this more liberal conſtruction of the word penſion, I ſhould imagine the Lords 
of the Bedchamber in general were included, I take this to be the true reaſon of 


the 
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the encreaſe of their number in the preſent reign from tuelue to eighteen; which 
is ſtill kept filled up. This is by no means want of economy, that darling attri- 
bute of modern ſtateſmen ! It is done that-ſo many noble perſons may be ready 
to perform in parliament any ſervices which their country calls for, and is thus 


in reality only a more honourable penſion. | 


I beg to be underſtood. Not only real ſervices in Marnier but every ſpe- 
cies of elegance and refinement in the polite arts may, I think, without cen- 


ſure, be rewarded with a penſion. A politeneſs equal to that of lord TarLpoT's— 


horſe ought not to paſs unnoticed. At the coronation he paid a new, and, for 
a horſe, ſingular reſpe& to his ſovereign. I appeal to applauding multitudes, 
who were ſo charmed, as to forget every rule of decency, and to clap even in 
the Royal prelence, whether his, or his /ord's dexterity on that day did not ſur- 


paſs any courtier's. Caligula's horſe had not half the merit, We remember 


how nobly he was provided for. What the exact proportion of merit was be- 
tween his lordſhip and his horſe, and how far the penſion ſhould be divided be- 
tween them, I will not take upon me tv determine, - I leave this knotty point to 
be decided by the earl of Eglington, becauſe Mr. John Hume, alias Home (for 
ſo it is printed in the new ſweet noſegay of Scottiſi ſhiſiles tells the world, vol. 

ii. p. 230, that he is 


; 


Ce A friend of princes, poets, wits, 
0 A judge infallible of Tirs.” 


In my private opinion, however, the merit of both was very great, and neither 


ought to paſs unnoticed. The impartial and inimitable pen of Cervantes has 
made Rozinante immortal as well as Don Quixote. Lord TAL BOr's horſe, like 
the great planet in Milton, danc'd about in various rounds his wand ring courſe. 


At different times, he was progreſſive, retrograde, or Aanding till. The pregreſ- 


eve motion I ſhould rather incline to think the merit of the horſe, the retrograde 


motion, the merit of the Lord. Some of the regulations of the courtiers them- 
ſelves for that day had long been ſettled by former lord ſtewards, It was reſerved 
for lord Talbot to ſettle an etiquette for their horſes. 

I much admire many of his Lordſhip's new regulations, eſpecially thoſe for 
the royal kitchen. I approve the diſcharging of fo many. turnſpits and cooks, 
who were grown of very little uſe. I do not, however, quite like the precedent 
of giving them penſions for doing nothing. It was high time to put an end to 
that too great indulgence in eating and drinking, which went by the name of 
Old Engliſh hoſpitality, when the houſe of Commons had granted a poor, nig- 


| gardly civil lift of only 8oo, ooo l. I ſincerely venerate his Lordſhip s great abili- 


ties, and deeply regret that they are not employed by government in a way more 
2 more ſuited to his manly character.“ 

There is one Scotti/h penſion J have been told of, which afforded me real plea- 
ſure. It is Mr. Hume's; for I am ſatisfied that it muſt be given to Mr. David 
Hume, whoſe writings have been juſtly. admired both abroad and at home, and 
not to Mr, John Hume, who has endeavoured to bring the name into contempt, 
by putting it to two inn tragedies, and other e in the SO _— 
lanies. | 

 Imutin compliance with a few vulgar writers, RY the bem reward 
given to Mr. Pitt, for as great | ſervices as ever were performed by any ſubject, a 
penſion, although the grant is not during pleaſure, and therefore cannot create any 
undue, unconſtitutional influence. In the ſame light we are to conſider the 
duke of Cumberland's and Marlborough's, Prince Ferdinand's, and admiral 
Hawke's, Mr.-Onſlow's, &c. I was going to call it the King's gold box; for Mr. 
Pitt having before received the moſt obliging marks of regard from the public, 


* This panegyric on the character of lord Talbot, ſo enraged his lordſhip, that in about J month 
afterwards means were taken to bring about a duel between Mr. Wilkes and him, in which his lerdſhip ap- 
peared extremely ridiculous, For a more particular account, ſee Appendix, 
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the teſtimony of his ſovereign only remained wanting. The circumſtances 
however attending it convince me, that at that moment it was artfully contrived % 
by courtiers to be given to Mr. Pitt, neither for Louiſbourg, Quebec, nor Pondi- 
cherry, but to ruin him in the opinion of mankind, and with the hope of put- 
ting anend to that popularity, which he has through life courted with ſuch pain- 
ful zeal, proſtituted to ſuch flagitious purpoſes, and made uſe of aboye all to 
raiſe the flame of diſcord, which raged for the laſt ſix years, but is how, under 
under the auſpices of lord Burn, Fr extinguiſhed, 
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I INCLOSE a very great cytiolity, which I deſire you * reprint FR IRR 1 
1 It will ſhew the preſent age how unjuſt the laſt was in their ſentiments of 
the people and country of Scotland, and that the prejudices againſt the inhabi- , 
tants of the northern part of this iſland were not conceived by the Engliſh yeſter- £ 
day. I beg to give you a motto from Horace, which I think conveys no bad 
idea of a W Chief. 


I am, K. | 
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Croſs, and ſo to the high church, where the onely bell they had ſtood on tip-toe 
to behold his [weet-face; where I muſt intreat you to ſpare him, for an hour I 
loſt him, | e 

In the mean time to report the ſpeeches of the people, concerning his never 
exampled entertainment, were to make this diſcourſe too tedious unto you, as 
the Sermon was to thoſe that were conſtrained to endure it. After the preach- 

ment he was conducted by the ſame halberds unto his palace, of which I for- 
bear to ſpeak, becauſe it was a place ſanctified by his divine majeſty, onely 1 
wiſh it had been better walled, for my friends ſake that waited on him. | 

Now I will begin briefly to ſpeak of the people, according to their degrees and 
quaulities ; for the lords ſpiritual, they may, well be ternied ſo indeed, for they 
are neither fiſh nor fleſh, but what it ſhall pleaſe their earthly god, the king, to 
make them. Obedience is better than ſacrifice ; and therefore they make a mock 
at martyrdom, ſaying, that Chriſt was to die for them, and not they for him. 
They will rather ſubſcribe than ſurrender, and rather diſpence with ſmall things 
than trouble themſelves with great diſputation : they will rather acknowledge 
the king to be their head, than want wherewith to pamper their bodies. 

They have taken great pains and trouble to compaſs their biſhopricks, and 
pou will not leave them for a trifle; for the deacons, whoſe defects will not 
lift them up to dignities, all their ſtudy is to diſgrace them that have got the 
leaſt degree above them; and becauſe they cannot biſhop they proclaim they never 
heard of any. The ſcriptures, ſay they, ſpeak of deacons and elders, but not 
a word of biſhops. Their diſcourſes are full of detraction, their ſermons nothing 
but railing, and their concluſions nothing but hereſies and treaſons. For their 
religion they have, I confeſs they have it above reach, and God willing, 1 will 
never reach for it. 

They chriſten without the croſs, marry without the ring, receive the ſacra- 
ment without reverence, die without repentance, and bury without divine ſer- 
vice: they keep no holidays, nor acknowledge any Saint but Saint Andrew, who 

they ſay got that honour by preſenting Chriſt with an oaten cake after his forty 


days cl, They ſay likewiſe he that tranſlated the bible was the ſon of a malſter, 


becauſe it ſpeaks of a miracle done by barley loaves ; whereas they ſwear they 
were oaten cakes, and that no other bread of that quantity could have ſufficed ſo 
many thouſands. 
They uſe no prayer at all, for they ſay it is needleſs : God knows their mindes 
without prattling, and what he doth he loves to do it treely. Their ſabbath's 
_ exerciſe is a preaching 1 in the forenoon, and a perſecuting in the afternoon ; they 


go to church in the forenoon to hear the law, to the crags and mountains in the 


afternoon to IF###*- themſelves, 
They hold their noſes if you talk of bei ale and flops their ears if you 
| ſpeak of a play: fornication they hold but a paſtime, wherein man's ability is 
approved and a woman's fertility diſcovered ; at adultery they ſhake their heads; 


theft they rail at ; murder they wink at; and blaſphemy they laugh at: they 


think it impoſſible to loſe the Sar d to een! if oy can but leave Rome be- 
hinde them. 

To be oppoſite to the pope is to be preſently with God. To conclude ; 12 am 
perſuaded that if God and his angels at the laſt day ſhould come down in their 
vhiteſt garments, they would run away, and cry, The children of the chapel are 
come again to torment us, let us flie from the abomination of man wed and 
co ourſelves in the mountains. 8 11" s | Dt 


For the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, temporizing genileatin if I were apt | 


to ſpeak of any I could not ſpeak much of them, onely I muſt let you know they 
are nat Scottiſhmen; for as ſoon as they fall from the breaſt of ; he beaſt their 
mother, their careful fire poſts. them away for France, where, as they paſs, the 
ſea ſucks from them that which they have ſuck'd from their rude dams ; there 
they gather new fleſh, new blood, new manners; and there they learn to put on 
their cloaths, and then return into their countries to wear them out ; - there they 


a learn 
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learn to ſtand, to ſpeak, and to diſcourſe and to congee, to court women, and | 
to compliment with men. 

They ſpared no coſt to honour the king, nor for no e tell 
to welcome their countrymen ; their followers are their fellows, their wives 
their ſlaves, their horſes their maſters, and their ſwords their judges; by reaſon 
whereof they have but few laborers, and' thoſe not very rich : their parliaments 
hold but three days, their ſtatutes three lines, and their ſuits are determined in 
a manner in three words, or very few more, &c, f 

The wonders of their kingdom are theſe; the lord e he is believed; 
the maſter of the rolls, well ſpoken of: and the whole counſel, who are the 
judges for all cauſes, are free from ſuſpicion of corruption. The country, al- 
though it be mountainous, affords no monſters but women, of which the greateſt 
ſort, as counteſſes, and ladies, are kept like lions in iron grates. The mer- 
chants wives are alſo priſoners, but not in ſo ſtrong a hold: they have wooden 
cages, like our boar franks, through which, ſometimes peeping to catch the 
air, we are almoſt choaked with the ſight of them; the greateſt madneſs among 
the men is jealouſie, in that they fear what no man that hath but two of his 
ſenſes will take from them. 


The ladies are of opinion that Suſanna could not be chaſte, 15 00. me 


| bathed ſo often. Pride is a thing bred in their bones, and their fleſh naturally 


abhors cleanlineſs; their breath commonly ſtinks of pottage, their linen of 
p ſs, their hands of pigs tds, their body of ſweat, and their ſplay-feet never 


offend in ſocks. To be chained in marriage with one of them were to be tied to 


a dead carcaſs, and caſt into a ſtinking ditch ; fotmolity and a dainty face they 
dream not of. 


he ointments they moſt frequently uſe among them are brimſtone dad butter 
for the ſcab, and oil of bays and ſtaveſacre. I proteſt Thad rather be the mean- 
eſt ſervant of the two to my pupils chambermaid, than to be the maſter minion to 
the faireſt counteſs I have yet diſcovered. The fin of curioſity of ointments is 


but newly crept into the kingdom, and I do think will not long continue. 


To draw you down by degrees from the citizens wives to the country gen- 


tlewomen, and convey you to common dames in Sea-coal-lane, that converſe 


with rags and marrow-bones, are things of mineral race, Every w in 
Hounſditch is an Helena; and the greaſy b—— in Turnba/l-ſtreet are Greekiſb 


dames in compariſon of theſe, And therefore to conclude : the men of old did 


no more wonder that the great Me as ſhould be born in ſo poor a town as Beth- 
lem in Fudea, than I do wonder that ſo brave a prince as king Ne. ſhould de 
born in ſo ſtinking an 4 Ednharghs in y Scotland. 


Numb. XIV. Saturday, Sept. 4, 1762. 


Nihil tam Populare, quam Pacem, quam concordiam, quam otium, reperiemus. 


We ſhall Aung nothing ſo popular as e fi and quiet 5 Cickxo. 


Aloe the variqus s popular artifices, which have bens in vain | employed 


by a moſt unpopular ſet of men, to amuſe and dupe the multitude, not 
one has been ſo frequent for many months as the induſtrious propagation of the 
report of the happy dawning of peace, which is the great object of every honeſt 
man's wiſhes, It will indeed at this time be doubly welcome; for it will re- 
lieve us from the juſt terrors which the continuance of a war, now ſo ill con- 
ducted, and the enemies poſſeſſion of Newfoundland, have given every good 
ſubject. I vill. not dwell upon the probability of future ignominious lofles 

5 K which 


— A n 4 
9 —— - y 4 * 4 
— * a 
a * * 4 a * 
I — — ary — 5 n — . N . — — 588 = AC 4 p 9 - : ® - : 
-— 5 s . FIT Q * — — . Won —. w/v — 3 > * " — s 1 cy , [> New wy - — — 
— 88 > — A n 2 M * jp gr . Pars 72 — ——— — - bo 1 — — Co — oe 2 — ——ů— — — 2 pl as 
— — . 46 — bp 1 C * 1 - ty 2 8 » —_ . — — 1 os wr * * y n — — * 2 * — — * _ 9838 
foes. « e W 3 * "= -— * * — L —_— 2 * TIL P 0 © "Pl 2 - * 
1 BY * PUT ——— — — — Vh —— — 3 = —— — — —— — — — og — Re I I - 4 $5 — Von RES fs & £ * 3 CAB Ine. — aſt 4 * W — = CER — * — un 
1 * pe 3 0 "= — p EP A 2 
* er „ 5 — * - bag” i a pet — 2 — 
I 1 5 * * — — 1 —— _ 
. . : F * j_ — 
— : — . 2 - — — 
Z — 2" . — « 0 þ r 2 5 —— — * — : — > 5 * *. PROF — 1 _ ol 
— — 23 — ö - | — __ ho — — : — — — ——— ——ͤ—ͤP -« 
2 4 5 


g i Y — A 0 b 
9 — R cnn — — 3 — ——— — a; —— Ai a OE tes a. Aa = FER WEEN T9" — > 
* - 1 5 
Pe: * * — — rn — q = — 2 Ot ns ts ˙ ' — hy _ "—_ 
x * - = wks - Paget — . on K — ** — 
2 . _ 6 « 4 V 
N — * rA 5 d r 3 It 8 . * N 2 . * > - l 
bY - 7 * * * ED * Re - N * L N 
+ "T4 * Nene 2 x I. > mts <a> * * 9 os — wy — . — ore 
* 8 — — a DS we 1 e - * © aw r ye _—_— — - —— * N. = 7 
2 2 => N 2 — gs 6 0 — . * ns * — > 2 d, ov ho 3 
* 2 o * 75 * » 4 <> <4 —— _—_ ba 1 "2 * 
= — 1 7 * — Fs — — * 5 " FEE * 7 527 % - 
_ > om Kd _ e a Re 2 ad * 7 
— — * * — as 22 — „ a ee. ad. th ho SE ans. "ar - - rr - hy 
- _ * — — wy 2 1 — 833 — Nu AGES — 
— —_ = s 2 7 * — — 
- + 
* * ad P * los + — 
8 —— 4 — * —— * — — *——__ - — 5 n 2 
« * 5 Io " 9 4 [2 0 : q — * 7 
1 — — Danny OLs * a . A % " D 8 ; _ \ —.— 
= % 1 * 2 D N * 9 of * — 2 1 
— b —— —  ——  — ———— . — N 8 
4 e 


— 5 
N — 
x 
— —— — * — - Ad 
* 
Z * 


— 
py 
4 — 
2 = — 
— — — 2 — — 
* — 
r ag amr ry A EIA SED. pu A wire 


6 - - THE NORTH BRITON. No.XIV. 


* which muſt follow, while our affairs are in ſuch weak hands; nor will I men- 


tion all my apprehenſions for the infant colony of Halifax, becauſe I hope that 


a peace will put a period to all our fears. 


as concluded, then, only little formalities remained to be adjuſted ; now in the ful- 


neſs of time, it is become the firſt article of their political creed, that it is 
aftually figned, and in ord Bute's pocket. Theſe reports have been circulated | 


with the utmoſt care and induſtry from various motives. Thoſe. of a private 
nature, which were calculated for private ends, to raiſe or fall our political ba- 
rometer, the ſtocks, I ſhall not dwell upon. I will mention one of a public 
concern, andof no ſmall importance. The world has ſeen the total incapacity 
of the new minifler to carry on a war, and the neglect of Newfoundland has 
filled every thoughtful mind with the moſt uneaſy forebodings of futurity. The 
voice of the people has ſaid, that the exiſtence of his power depended on the mak- 
ing peace with France; and almoſt every expreſs he has received from abroad has 


_ demonſtrated the neceſſity of it, and has given lord BuTE the mortification of 
finding how ill the war went on, and how little confidence our allies have in the 
preſent miniſter. He has likewiſe experienced the additional chagrin of finding 


how ardently they wiſh for his predeceſſor, I believe that, next to the conſciouſ- 
neſs of having merited the reproaches he meets with, it muſt be the moſt real 
' anguiſh to his mind, (though it is neither noble, nor has great refinements ) 
to know the generous, and free applauſe given to his great adverſary. How 
often of late has envy and malice ſickened at the glorious teſtimony foreigners 
have borne to the ſuperior merit of Mr, Pirr, and to his unrivalled atility in 
the conduct of a war! 8 e e 5 


A miniſter of mean and narrow genius, who finds himſelf embarraſſed in the 
management of an important war, is from neceſſity drove to aſk peace for the 


preſervation of his own power, and the concealment of his incapacity from 


his maſter. But the miſchief lies here, that ſuch a miniſter muſt take any peace 
.the enemy will give, who knowing that it muſt be had, will only grant it on 
the moſt hard and diſhonourable conditions. This was exactly the ſtate of 


England at the latter end of queen Anne's reign, after the change of the glorious 


"miniſtry, which had preſerved Europe from the univerſal monarchy of the 
- houſe of Bourbon. Our arms had then too (but only in one quarter of the world) 
- been crowned with aſtoniſhing ſucceſs. The greateſt harmony prevailed among 


-all the parts of the grand alliance : but GREAT BRITAIN was the ſoul of the 
the whole. She did not then withhold her treaſure, becauſe ſhe knew that it 
was applied to the ſupport of the common cauſe, which I take to be the ruin, 
or at leaſt the humbling of France. The victory of Hochſtedt in that war, as 


of Roſhach in this, broke that formidable power. France was reduced ſo low, 


as to feel the neceſſity of a peace, and to make repeated overtures. Lord Wal- 
pole reminds me of a modern ſtateſman, when he talks of the duke of Marlbo- 
reugſis indefatigable activity and deſire to fall upon the French in all places, and on 
all acraſions, p. 5 5. Yet I never heard that the views, even of that amazing genius 
extended beyond Europe. How is every good man's indignation raiſed, to find 
that his moſt glorious deſigns were likewiſe defeated by a contemptible faction of art- 
ful men, who had undermined him at court, and. ruined him in the opinion of 
his ſovereign, though they could not rob of the hearts of the people] On the 


alteration of the miniſtry, how was the ſcene changed]! A peace became neceſ- 


' ſary for the private views of the new-managers, and was to be had on any terms. 
| They, after the ſplendor of ſuch victories, humbled themſelves before the proudeſt 
monarch in Europe, and begged. peace of him. An Engliſhman can ſcarcely read 


* 


without tears the hiſtory of our infamy during that whole negociation of a Tory | 
miniſtry. All the glories of that war were tarniſhed by the ſhameful peace of 


Utrecht; which the two miniſterial ſcribblers of theſe times are every week ap- 
plauding, and, I fear, moſt ominouſly, giving out as a precedent to this age, 
The Prench. at laſt recovered from their panic; their ſpirit revived on the 


change 


At one time emiſſaries of the miniſter have told us that a peace was as good 
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change of the miniſtry, and the abbot Poricxac ſaid careleſly, Ce que nous per- 


drons en Flandres, nous gagnerons en Angleterre. There are many things remark- 
ably ſtriking in this period, which, I think, come home to the preſent Times, 


I ſhall mention a few, and ſhall give the moſt unexceptionable teſtimony, that 


of lord Walpole of Woolterton, who was in 1709, at the Hague, Gy to the: 

Britiſh embaſſy for negociating a peace. | 
The miniſtry and meaſures were changed; the reverſe of that honeſt ahd 

<« uſeful principle, of preſerving union and harmony among the confederates, ſoon 


took place, and was productive of thoſe fatal conſequences that were obvious 
„ and natural. A ſhameful and unprovoked ſeparation from our allies put it 


cc into the power of reduced France to dictate the terms of peace to her vicrorious 
c enemies: terms not only ignominious and unjuſt to our fFzends, but even 
ce thoſe granted to ourſelves, inflead of ſecuring any particular advantages as a 
<« recompence for the ſacrifice we made of our allies and of our benign, if any 


cc thing could be a recompenſe for ſo baſe a den were detrimental to the 
e intereſt, trade, and ſafety of this nation.“ P. 128. 5 | , 


This digreflion ſerves to point out the true and ine cauſe of that ſcene 
« iniquity and treachery, which followed the alteration of the miniſtry. P. 129. 
By a plauſible appearance of a diſpoſition for peace, he, the French king, not 
only quieted the minds of his people, whoſe clamours, from their miſerable 


conditions, had been loud, but he wrought them up to a zeal to ſupport 


« him.” P. 151. . 
„They, the French, had got into a negociation with our 0 they did not 
e doubt but the advantages they ſhould reap from thence, would more than re- 
< compence the loſſes they had ſuffered 115 the duke of Marlborough s arms,” 
P. 199. 
All theſe hopeful expectations of reaping the fruit of ſo wack blood and trea- 
« ſure, were blaſted and confounded on a ſudden, by the prevailing intrigues of 


«a faction, compoſed of ſome few ambitious and deſigning men. Theſe new 


ce projectors, impatient to ſucceed and ſupport themſelves in their places, broke 
<« through the barriers of honour, honeſty, and good faith; and giving up all 
&« concern, not only for the intereſt of our friends, but of their own country, 


ec without any other motive or provocation than that of ſatisfying their wicked 
and aſpiring views at any rate, and i in order to bring in the Pretender, Hung 


« themſelves into the arms of France.” P. 8. 
That far from ſteadily inſiſting upon, as before this unaccountable change it 


was practicable, and in their power to have done, terms of peace agreeable to 


« treaties, and to the principles upon which thoſe treaties were founded, they were 


* forced to receive the law from her, and accept of ſuch conditions as ſhe ſhould 


« condeſcend to give to us and our allies; and while we ſhamefully abandoned 
« them, far from obtaining, as we pretended, particular advantages to this na- 
« tion, as a ſatisfaction for our having borne the chief burden of the war ; 
« what was peculiarly granted to us was calculated to dazzle the eyes of the un- 
« thinking multitude, being of no benefit to us, but productive, as they after- 
« wards proved, of new troubles in Europe.” P. " | 
France, in this diſtracted condition of her affairs, both at home and abroad, 

« to appeaſe the clamour of her miſerable ſubjects, to make the allies more lack 


and remiſs in their warlike preparations, and to create, if poſſible, jealouſies 
« and diviſions among them, had recourſe to all imaginable arts and intrigues 


« to make the belief of an approaching peace generally prevail.” P. 122, 
Theſe paſſages are faithfully extracted from An anſwer to the latter part of lord 

Bolinbroke's letters on the ſtudy of hiſtory, by the late lord Walpole of Iooltertan, 

which has been printed by the preſent lord Walpole, and given only to his friends: : 

but I hope that ſo uſeful a work will not be kept long from the public®. 

Much art has been uſed to prepare the minds of men for this long- expected 


The impatience of the public for this valuable work has ſince been obligingly gratiſied. 


peace, 
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peace, and many curious doctrines have been promulgated to quiet our ſcruples 
with regard to ſome articles ſaid to be contained in it, which ſtrike. equally at 
the intereſt and honour of the nation. The BRTTro tells us, that no flate can be 
bound by any treaty, which ſhall turn out manifeſtly prejudicial to its intereſt, becauſe | 
it is always ſuppoſed that every engagement of this nature is contracted with a view to 
ſelf-preſevation or public advantage. Is this the .good faith for which England has 
ever been celebrated? I will venture to ſay, that there is no doctrine more wicked, 
more calculated to deſtroy the moſt ſacred ties, than this now laid down by this 
advocate of the preſent miniſtry, This is beyond Machiavelian politics. No- 


thing in the famous Morale des Jeſuites comes up to it. He applies this doctrine 


to the king of Pruſſia, whom his ſovereign calls our ally, and he ſtiles a royal free- 
booter ; but he ought to have known that the king of Pruſſia himſelf has nobly 
refuted the poor ſophiſms of the antimoraliſis headmires, and in his writings, as 

well as by his practice, has proved that good faith and a religious obſervation of 
treaties, is equally the clear duty and intereſt of all princes. No man but the 
BrIToON ever held fuch infamous doctrine in a civilized nation. It would diſ- 
grace the moſt barbarous ſavages in America. Lewis the XIV th acting through 
a long wicked life by this maxim of the BRITTOv's, that he was no longer bound 
by any treaty, than he found jt for his own intereſt to be ſo, was of conſequence de- 
teſted as infamous in his own age, and is branded by poſterity as the moſt per- 
Jured prince on record. The BRITox lays, it it a maxim adopted by civilians. It 
is then only by Scottiſh civilians, or perhaps by a few unprincipled advocates of 
our own at Doctors Commons, who cooked up the artful affidavits, which ſome 
infamous Monte Chriſti traders (for they deſerve not the honourable name of 
merchants) perſuaded their agents, &c. to make in this war. Has it indeed 
been the regular practice of the Scottiſh nation, and is it therefore miſtaken for 
a part of their law? Or is-it to be a part of the new Scots law, which the Au- 
DITOR mentions? I ſhould like to ſee this very moral Codex Buteanus, illuſtrated 
with the German commentaries of count Mansfeldt, that accompliſhed civikan, and 
juſtly renowned, not ſo much indeed for nervous, manly ſenſe, as for ſpinning 


the moſt curious webs of artful ſophiſtry, finer and ſlighter than the very Goſſamer. 


I dare ſay that by one of his beautiful reaſonings on the chapter of wills, we ſhall 
find it deduced, that, if an immenſe property ſhould be wickedly left by a father 


in his dotage, from an only Engliſh ſon into a Scotſman's family, the Scotſman may, 
_ conſiſtent with honour and conſcience, keep the whole, yet endeavour to pervert 


and entirely change the clear will and intention of his great benefactor, divert 
the golden ſtream of Pactolus into another channel, for his own ſelfiſh purpoſes, 


and make uſe of every art, and all kind of e to attain ſo . an 


end. 

T have heard of a quaint declaration of the miniſter to „b friends, chat he 
thinks he ſees through a peace. What is to be underſtood by ſo ſtrange a phraſe I 
ſhall ſcarcely take upon me to determine. Is the peace of ſo light and flimſy a 


contexture, that the artifice of it is;cafily ſeen through? Or does it mean that a 


peace fo patched, is ſeen through, becauſe it can have no permanency ? I will 


_ conſider this phraſe more at large, when it is, as tranſlators always ſay, made or 


done into Engliſh ; for I am not obliged to underſtand the naps of a \ foreign 


miniſter, nor will I learn it, when it is barbarous and uncouth. 


As the negociation is ſoon to be opened in form, I rejoice to hear that the ad- 
miniſtration is ſo fortunate in the choice of a noble perſonage, who has con- 
deſcended to go on the part of England, not to ſign, but to treat of a peace. His 
grace's. happy temper, his winning manner, and obliging deportment, will ſoon 
ſecure him the hearts of the French as entirely as they did the hearts of the Triſh, 
who lived ſo bleſſed under his government. I hope for this purpoſe that his old 
ſecretary, the learned maſter of the rolls, is to attend the embaſſy, I am ſatisfied 
that the French will approve our choice, and that there will be the trueſt har- 
mony between them, His grace has been pleaſed to declare, that he wept over 
our vichories, ſo have the French; there may therefore be a full chorus of ſighs 


and 


* 
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and groans between them: and when their tears are dried up, 4 ſuppoſe they 
will laugh together at our loſs of Neu foumdland. I will venture to prophecy, 
that on the noble duke's wiſhed-for return to his native country, he will be attended 
to the Gallic ſhore by at leaſt as great crowds of Frenchmen, ſhrugging their 
ſhoulders,” as he was to the Jriſhi ſhore by the Men, Women and . of that 
ET all diſſolved in tears. . be 985 
One particular I beg leave to ſuggeſt. In common policy the rats; of our 
land ſhould rather be concealed by his Grace abroad; for though it is very en- 
couraging to the nation, and highly proper in a baſe of parliament, and in all 
companies here, to repreſent this country as totally exhauſted, and unable to 
-proceed at all with the war, .yet in France this ſame language, held by a mini- 
ſter ſent to treat of a peace, might be no ſmall argument againſt the glorious terms 
of it, which the ATE ted of the war 2 the nation the Jann 
right to expect. | 


Numb. XV. NY II, 1762, 


Oſtentabant Piſoni nutantes Gallias, paratam Germanium, pericula ibu, et 
Pace n tutius t | | 


When we are e ſurrounded with danger and confalnts; an gk war is  proferable 
to a ſul} pected "Res | 


Taras RE is ſcarcely any circumſtance in life more provoking than to be 
broke in upon when a man is deeply engaged in an affair of real moment 
and of a ſerious nature, by ſome ſtupid fellow, and interrupted with his inſipid 
raillery on a trifling ſubject. Such an impertinent companion have we all found 
the Auprrox laſt week. When the moſt general alarm prevailed every where, 
of preliminaries being actually ſigned, ſo injurious to the honour of the nation, 
ſo inadequate to the ſucceſſes of this glorious war, he, mal- a- propos, ſtepped 
forth, and inſtead of endeavouring to quiet our fears, and to pour balm into our 
bleeding wounds, gives us along tedious paper of toafling healths. Amidſt the 
-univerſal murmurings and diſcontents of the people, from the ſuſpicion. that ſo 
many of our glorious conqueſts, purchaſed with ſo much blood and treaſure, 
were to be given up to our antient enemy, at length ſo weakened and reduced, 
this mauvais plaiſant endeavoured in vain to raiſe a laugh by his low buffoonry 
and jeſts, equally ſale and ill-timed, on fox-hunters aud country *ſquires. Is this 
ribaldry to ſerve inſtead of obſervations on the great buſineſs, to which the 
7g * unger-ſecretary of ſtate's letter to the city of London called our particular regard, 
and on which indeed every eye was before fixed with ſo much attention? 
This miniſterial advocate muſt in vain expect to turn our thoughts from what 
we all feel to be of the trueſt national i importance. The alarm is univerſal, and 
can only be calmed, if indeed it can. be calmed, by authentic, information of 
- what is concealed ſo myſteriouſly from the world. For though Mr. Wood's letter 
only ſays, that the duke of Bedford i is ſent to treat of a peace, the public report, 
as yet uncontradicted, has given the moſt important articles of it, which have 
raiſed the indignation of the people. I hope in due time we ſhall be favoured with 
Jord hag! 5 l as well as _ few ſubſequent letters on this — occaſion. 


* Neither of the ſeerctaries of fate condeſcended on this oceaſion to write to the cy of London 


L | Ican⸗ 
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I cannot but remark the wonderful difference between the ſentiments of man- 
kind now, during the preſent negotiation, and what they were while we were 
treating with France a few months ago. The wor againſt the common enemy 
was then carried on in all parts with- amazing vigour and ſueceſs, during that 
whole negotiation, ſo ſuſpicium on the part of France; no conqueſts. were made 
on us, but the French empire was mouldering away; a moſt entire harmony pre- 
vailed through the nation; the utmoſt confidence was placed in the miniſter; 
and no man was alarmed at a treaty's going on with France, beeauſe the nation 
and its allies thought their intereſts ſafe in thoſe hands. We ourſelves entertained 
no fears, nor had our alhes any ſuſpicions of the want of that good faith for 
which the crown of England has in all ages been celebrated. The infamous 
doctrine of the wretch, who ſcribbles under the royal arms, had not then been 
broached im this country. The nation was unanimous im opinion, that an open 
and /pirited war was a Rate of greater ſecurity, than an inſidious, . inglarious, and 
uncertain peace. Newfoundland was not then in the hands of our enemy, a plea 
with monſieur BA for any conceſſions inconſiſtent with our honour, or our 
moſt important intereſts, our fiſhery and nauy. The preſent time of our nego- 
-tiating, when we have juſt received ſo fatal, ſo ſtunning a blow, I am afraid 
forebodes no good. Had we recovered i i impartant an object firft, with what 
higher dignity mould we have entered into a negotiation, which now rather be- 
trays our fears, than portends our obtaining thoſe great terms which all Europe 
demands for us, as the juſt price of peace to be paid to England by a vanguiſhed and 
late diſpirited enemy. I fear a negotiation at this crifis will rather ſeem to be cala 
culated to ſave what remains of our old empire, than to preſerve what the late mi- 
niſtry conquered from the proud rivals of our trade and commerce. The duke 
of Bedford will now have the retort courteous of Newfoundland fiſhery, * in 
return for what his grace may ſay of Quebec, Pondicherry, &c, 

What pains has the poor AUDITOR taken to divert our attention, and how 
has he laboured to xelieve us from theſe melancholy objects, which he fees prey 
on dur ſpirits ?. Not a. ſyllable of Newfoundland, or the new treaty of peace, but 
-2 moſt tedious diſſertation on the Romans, Germans, Thracians, . Sc. c. and 
their eonviyial-entertainments ! I believe he is no great Greek, or it would be 
ſtrange he could omit all mention of the moſt polite and elegant nation the 
world ever ſaw, who were ſq. given to indulge in all the fprightly ſallies which 
wine inſpires, that pergræcari is the very phraſe even the Roman authors uſe; and 

Plautus very fully explains it, dies nocteſgue bibite, PER CRC AIX I. Ke the 
word Jympoſrum, which the AupiToOR always uſes, is the Greet term; for Tully 
remarks, in honour of his countrymen, that the Roman word was conuivium, 
which better expreſſed the accubatio epularis amicorum, guid vite conjunttioem 
-haberet. He is not, however, very accurate even as to the Romans, though he 
gives us ſuch long inſipid paſſages from the dull commentators, who for ever 
diſgrace the bottom of the white claſſic page. He would perſuade us that no 
party diviſions were in their drinking clubs, and no political toafts drank; but E- 
am ſatisfied of the contrary from Horace, who in his fine ode to Au guſtus 
concludes the politics of the times, Quis Parthum 2 Ain e, Sethe, 

Vas Germania, &c. with 
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Even old Cats virtue, I am ſatisfied, was frequently — ſalulſt to 
good patriot toaſts; and had a citizen the merit of conquering the capitals f 
the Gauls in two quarters of the globe would not that great Roman's heatt have 
been thir fly for the table pledge of his health? and would he not have filled till the 
wine . the. abe as — * Were the name of the patriot or 
„„ a 5 Ke hero 
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Hero aiifuckily ſo ſhort as to aUmit but of four Sathi, according to their rule, & 
Rithan wit would have tarked an A/raticus or Afr icams to it, and have tried in 
ſuch a cauſe, on à 2 dier, to have burnt out night's tapers, and have fat up tifl 
morning, to behofd the noble Claude Loriine of nature, the moſt glorious fi ghir 
of the whole creation, focund day landing tiptve on the miſly mountain' s top. 1 am 
perſuaded however, chat no arbiter bibendi could have made a true Reman crown 
the bowl'to a Corful, who hal loft an important Roman N or to an 2900 
preffive and inſolent governor of Sicih. 

As to myſelf, I declare Ihave ſo Wued of the Greek and Roman Foirit l in me, 
that 1 ſhould not heſitate a moment to prefer pledging PATRIOT foaſts: with a i 


of ſenſible and ſpirited friends of their country, in Surry, Suſſex, or Buckingham-' 


ſhire, to the drinking chocolate with a weak, paſſionate, ard inſolent ſecretary of 


| Rate; on the very expenſive terms that it was given, together with wonderful 


g0⁰d advice, laſt week, by lord Egfemont, to Mr. Charles Say, the printer of the 
Gazetteer. I will only tell his Jordſhip, that if he means to give chocolate to 


every Enxliſiman, who declares his ſuſpicions of what the miniſtry are doing, 


all the ſugar iſlands together, if we are ſiffered to retain them, will 1 not hold 
out à fingle month in furniſhing that commodity. : 


If the French take Placentia, or Halifax, the POW has ſo much ut d the 


antiquities. of that amiable nation, that I ſuppoſe he will divert us with another | 


paper on his favourites, the Jeu, and will, from ſuch reading as was never 
read by any man of ſpirit and ſenſe, inform us whether they begun the cuſtom 
of 25 before or after the Babylmiſh. captivity, and what toalts, which are 


nowi(drank in CIS TEN Dou, they adopt, or are likely to adopt, a one hundred years. 


cienve, varying only the mode of expreſſion. Or fhall we rather, in his 54 nt 
pbrale, have ſomething -muſe-I? ke to divert us? I hope it will be ſomething more. 


muſe- lite, more like ſome one of the 3 nine, than the barren miiſe of the Dear 


Ilie, or the wretched Orphan of China. Or will this profligate player give us 2 


pantomime, or a paſt, vamped, future, old revived, new tragedy, and moſt ; in- 


g&hiouſly-cofitrive, like Tantalus, to murder even his own miſerable offopring. 
Will he be Counſellor, Author, Manager, Pimp, Poet, or Player ? 


But this Proteus fhall at preſent give place to a worthy correſpondent, who 1 
find nas ho more inclination than myſelf to drink chocolate with lord Egrimont,,' 


even on the moſt preſſi mg compliments of Mr. Carrington, who is not apt o 
c. a TOs Wann he finds a gentleman at home. 


To the AUTHOR of the fore BRITON. 
FT On 5 


1 LAT E LY | gave information "A a letter to the 888 under the name of 


Piſeator, of ſome circumftances relative to the capture of St. John's s, Which 
J found on my arrival were not known in England. "Theſe were publiſhed 
Wedneſday, Auguſt the 25th, but the next day were "contradicted, it was faid, 
n good authority, as being without foundation. I wrote two other letters, and 
yeſterday was publiſhed the following extraordinary article. Whilſt our cor- 
'«© reſpondent, iſcutor, who wrote about Newfoundland, chuſes to conceal 
„ himſelf under that character, it would be highly 8 for us, in this pub- 
<«« lic manner, to ſay more than that it is impoſſible for us to inſert his third 


* letter.” This feems plainly to intimate that the authority on which he con- 


tradited my information was from the miniſtry, who obliged him to apologize 
for what he had already ſaid, as being too true for the public knowledge. 
Now I have fkered too much already in my private fortune, by the capture 
* St. John's, to be willing to expoſe myſelf to be hampered by thoſe in power, 
merely for telling truth; I therefore fit down to relate the above circumſtances. 
to you, for you to ks uſe of. them, as your better prudence and experience. 
{hall ſuggeſt, for the information of the public. As to the truth of them, I 


have 
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have already al. d do again deſire no better teſtimony, than to appeal to the many 
witneſſes who are now in England, who were at St. John's at its ſurrender, 
and are arrived ſome in private ſhips, and others in the cartel ſhip, If I have 
ſaid any thing untrue, it would be very eaſy for them in a public manner to de- 
monſtrate my falſehoods; but however willing they may be to preſs their fingers 
on their lips, through prudence, I am much miſtaken if any of them would 
publiely ſet their names to the falſity of things known for truth by all the inha- 
bitants of St. John's. I am not unacquainted with the French commandant, a 
man well known in thoſe parts, and deſervedly eſteemed as well for his worthy 
qualities, as eſpecially for his humanity to our countrymen after our defeat be- 
fore Quebec. At St. John's he gave another inſtance of the ſame, by deſiring 
ſome of the inhabitants to come to his camp, to ſee the thouſand grenadiers he 
had landed, and thereby preſerve the town from plunder and the .conſequences 
of a ſtorm, On his arrival in town, he publicly declared that he knew the ſmall 
number of the garriſon, which remained there; which, according to the report 
of thoſe I met at New-York, did not exceed forty. This is in ſome meaſure 
confirmed by the Paris Gazette, which makes it but / xty-three, excluſive of the 
crew of the Gramont; and, we imagine, for the honour of their conqueſt, 
they have.eked out the. liſt. as much as poſſible, I make little doubt that our 
next advices from Newfoundland will confirm another part of my information, 
namely, that Placentia is ſtill in our poſſeſſion, which, if it had no better garriſon 
originally than St. John's muſt juſt as well have fallen too, as the French have 
there full 1 500 men, beſides the crews of their ſhips, and well knew that we 
had no naval force at Halifax, nor could any arrive to annoy them ſooner than 
from England. If Placentia ſhould fall too, we ſhall then judge, whether what 
I have further ſaid be without foundation or not, by the number of priſoners 
which the. F rench account ſhall 2 to have made there. 


1 am, Sir, your humble Servant, 


Ae e 'PISCATOR. 


I have read the celebrated letter from Wandſworth, which has been circulated 
with ſo much induſtry for the two laſt days. It is a mixture of abſurdity and in- 
conſiſtency. The author ſays that he writes without any particular information; 
yet ſoon after tales for granted, that the Peace now offered by France and Spain . 
united is in many reſpects better, and in no reſpect worſe, than the peace, which was 
ſo near being concluded the laſt year. How comes he to take this for granted, for by 
his own account, the declaration of the adminiſtration is very general, and there- 
fore I think highly ſuſpicious! He declares that the terms now offered are 
much more favourable to Britain than theſe that were the foundation f the treaty laſt 
year. Was the peace offered to us, or was it not humbly aſred by us? He very 
dexterouſly paſſes over the important change in the courts of Ruſſia and Sweden, 
no longer hoſtile to us, or our allies; the conqueſt of Martinigue, perhaps the 
Havannah, &c. which have happened ſince the negotiation begun laſt year: 
and ſpeaks with great tenderneſs of the cruel taxation in France. He then calls 
on the enemies of peace to contradif him, that there is no likelihood of compelling 
France to ſubmit to terms better for us than thoſe now offered by another campaign, I 
really believe not, if his blundering friends are to continue our managers. 
But who are th=:ſe enemies of paler” Does he mean the city of London, be- 
cauſe he affirms the capital derives peculiar advantages from the war? J have not 
Heard of any man ſuch an enemy to his country, as not to wiſh for peace; but it 
is not any peace; it muſtibe a ſafe and honourable peace, adequate to the ſucceſſes 
of the war; and whoever dares to make any other peace, I hope every good Eng- 
liſhman will ſtand forth, and drag him, even from behind the throne, ſhould 
he take ſhelter there, to receive the juſt puniſhment of ſo great treachery to his 
injured country 


„Numb 
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Still nod ans plumage or the brainfeſs head: 
Fill oer the-falthlefs heart the ribbon pred. 
Wurrzkaap' g Manners. 


Bs > Txt NORTE PRITON 


81 R. 


1 B EG pardon for the uſe of fo Wedel a word, * Lak ty that I 
am an, Engliſhman. IJ now prefer that word to Briton, becauſe there i is lately 
eſtabliſhed in my neighbourhood a club, conſiſting intirely of Scottiſi gentlemen 
and the Scottiſn tradeſmen they deal with, who affect always to call themſelves 
Britons. There is beſides a very mean writer, who is every week endeavouring, 
with much ſucceſs, to make the word Briton as univerſally ridiculous, as. Cibber, 
and his ſimple ſucceſſor, have the word Ode, which no man of taſte at this hour 
hears pronounced without Iaughing. 
T do not mean, Sir, to dwell on words. Tall myſelf an Engliſhman, becauſe 
it is the term the natives of my country generally uſe; and I am proud that from 
their innate valour and intrepidity i it has been as much honoured and dreaded, 
as ever that of Roman was. I might add, that whole e empires, where the Roman 
eugli never few, have revered the name of England, and crouched to our lion. a 
My heart too is intirely Engliſh, and like that of a a good Citizen, has rejoiced 5 
oyer every victoty my brave countrymen have gained. With what triumph did 
Tread the Spaniſh miniſter's declaration, That the court of London was in the 9 
flouriſhing and miſt exalted firuation it had ever known, vccafloned by the greateſt ſeries _ 
of profperities that any Angle nation had ever met with ! This was, I think, in 
Auguſt laft, under the late ſpirited and fuceefs ul adminiſtration. But ever fince 
the loſs of Næufounulun, I am afraid to enquire, becauſe T am certain I thould 
blufh to hear the ſentiments of foreigners concerning us. 

But, Sir, our greateſt glory is, that we have an Engiifh Hy on the throne, p 
with the beſt diſpoſitions, and the warmeſt defires of making us happy under his 
mild government. He is truly the delight of his people, and'we juſtly pride 
ourſelves in being governed by a prince who makes the laws the rule of his 
actions. His throne is founded in juſtice and mercy. He has not waded through 

blood to it, nor has he ſince ſtained it with the fouleſt murder . I hope there- 
fore that his reign will be long and proſperous, and that he will continue en- 
throned in the hearts of his ſubje&s. May he never loſe the ſmalleſt ſhare- of 
our regard and affections by an il}-phced confidence in a weak or wicked mi- 
nifter, whoſe intereft it may become in future time to alienate his ſovereign from 
all his eli and faithful ſervants, in order to recommend his own creatures, how- 
ever ſuſpeed they may be even in affection and er to kis er 8 h 
and deſpicable in the eyes of their country)! | 
- 'T am, Sir, ſo much of an Engliſhman, that I moſs axdenily lore my een 
and mean to ſpend all my days in it. I muſt on too that I warmly enter into all 
the honeſt prejudices of my countrymen. I deſpiſe the coridor bleu of France, 
arid think the moſt noble order of the garter is the only order in Europe really to 
| be valaed. 1 have deen out of hamour for a wn that 1 ann this 


3 ; 9 M happineſs 


/ 
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happineſs of ſceing my ſovereign, in all the pomp and dignity the auguſt cere- 
monies of the inſlallation at Windſor are ſo ſoon to call for, to the admiration of 
my countrymen. I ſhould be highly gratified alſo to ſee another prince of the 
houſe of Brunſwick, enrolled with the greateſt names of this and of almoſt every 
other civilized nation; with our Henries and Edwards, with Francis the Firft, 
and Henry the Fourth of France, Gu/lavus Adolphus of Sweden, &c. I really 


think this 29. noble order will itſelf derive the trueſt luſtre from every additional 


name of the Brunſwick family, becauſe they have ever been the patrons of liberty 
in ſo conſpicuous a manner, as to be beyond all Greek, beyond all Roman fame ; 
and have ſo nobly anſwered thoſe great ends for which they were called to the 


imperial crown of theſe realms, the preſervation of the ſacred rights of this 


people. I wiſh, therefore, that the heir to the crown, and, I hope, to the 
patriot virtues of his family, even thus early, had the blue ribbon ; or that at 


leaſt one had been reſerved for him. I cannot but look upon that given to the Scot, 


as fitter for a Prince of Wales; and I ſhould have had true ſatisfaction in ſeeing 
the youngeſt prince of a family, to whom we owe our invaluable liberties, 


_ adorned with the enſigns of this Engliſh order. I own my indignation riſes on 


this occaſion, and is only equalled by my grief, at another Stuart's being in- 
ſtalled in St. George's Chapel, We have ſuffered enough by the whole: but I 


find we are forever at leaſt to be reminded of them. I have heard of a vain in- 
ſcription at the family-ſeat of Mount- Stuart, Net they from kings, but kings from 


them. Is this the ſubject of panegyric? Are theſe the benefactors of mankind, 


the guardians of the liberties of their country and of Eurape, which the Naſſau 
and Brunſwick race have cemented with their blood ? If we are to judge of the 
ſtem, by what has proceeded from it, a ſeries of cowardly and mercileſs tyrants, 


then it is indeed moſt accurſed; and I will affirm, becauſe the Engliſh hiſtory 


proves it, that it had been happier” for this country, if every Male Stuart had 


been ſtrangled in the birth. Each reign of that family was one continued attack 


on our Jaws and conſtitution. Since the acceſſion of the moſt illuſtrious houſe 


of Brunſwick, our liberties and the excellent conſtitution of this country have 


been revered by the ſovereign, equally with the moſt favourite branch of his | 
prerogative. No one inſtance can be alledged of an Engliſhman's ſuffering, but 
from the juſt ſentence of his country, ſince the auſpicous dawn of the firſt of 
Auguſt 1714. I will therefore, as an Engli/hman, reverence the name of Brunſ- 


wick, and hold in eternal contempt and infamy that of Stuart. 


I obſetve that the garter has been the gift of virtue to her ſons, for 1011. 
actions againſt the enemy, the Gaul ſubdued, or for the bleſſings of concord and 
Harmony reſtored among the citizens at home, or for manly worth, ſuperior ; 


gifts of underſtanding, and unſpotted virtue. I will not now invidiouſly point 
out under which claſs I would rank the Scottiſh Knight elect, becauſe I think he 
has an equal right to all; only I will obſerve, that the ſtatutes of the order ex- 
preſly require him to be without reproach. But I regret exceedingly that the 


Knight elect did not keep to the northern order of his own countrymen, which he 
might have done without the leaſt envy; and really there would be at preſent a 


peculiar propriety in it, from two very ſtrong reaſons, which I ſhall leave my 


reader to find out from Elias Aſhmole, that important but rather tedious Windſor | 
herald and hiſtorian. The order of St. Andrew, or the Th Ale, in Scotland, is re- 


reported by John Leſley, b1/hop of Roſs, to take beginning from à bright croſs in 
heaven, in faſhion of that whereon St. Andrew ſuffered martyrdom, which appeared to 
Hunſtus king of the Pits (and to the Scots, whom Achaius king of Scotland ſent 
to his aff 2 ) the night preceding the battle with Athelſtan, king of England, 


OVER "WHOM. PREVAILING, they went in ſolemn proceſſion to the Kirk of St. An- | 
drew, to thank God and his apoſtle for their Vietory, promiſing that they and their 


pofterity would. ever bear the figure of that craſs in their enſigns and banners, Or if 
the reader chuſes to aſcribe it to the old allies of the Scots, the perfidious 
Be rather than to their ancient enemies the Enghiſh, Aſhmole is ſtill my Au- 

| -- __ thority, 
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thority. He ſays, from Menenius, There are ſome that refer the inflitution of the 
Thiſtle to the reign of Charles the Seventh, Ling of F rance, WHEN THE AMrr v 
WAS RENEWED BETWEEN BOTH KINGDOMS 3 that is, berween France and 
Scotland. 

At the election of a Knight i into our moſt noble order, I think the inveſtiture is 
lads with the Garter and George, but the Star is not worn till the day of inflal- 
lation. All the trivial, fond records of the garter are filled with pompous accounts 
of the brightneſs of the far, and the irradiated virtues pourtrayed by it. I 
ſhall not tire myſelf with tranſcribing any of them; nor will I mention the mi- 
ſeries which the new aurora Borealis is thought to potted to this country, and 
which we already begin to feel. That g1zs fatuus of glory (for ſuch is the baſe 
phraſe of the Bx1ToN) I ſhould hope, is almoſt burnt out. I will, only for a 
little while, adviſe the little flars to hide their diminiſhed rays. I ſhall conclude 
with four very good lines, written by a very mean _ the laſt of which 
would bea moſt excellent motto for the order. | 


Vet if 3 no real virtue rei gn, 

On the gay coat the fear i is but a „lain 
For could I whiſper in his lordſhip's ear, 
Worth only beams true radiance on the STAR. 


Numb. XVII. Saturday, Sept. 25, 1762. 


Its proper power to hurt each creature feels, . 
Bulls aim their horns, and aſſes lift their heels. Poes. 


HE humourous Mr. Hogarth, the ſuppoſed author of the Analyſis of beauty, 

has at laſt entered the liſt of politicians, and given us a print of THE 
TIMES. Wirds are man's province, ſays Pope, but they are not Mr. Hogarth's 
province. He ſomewhere mentions his being indebted to a friend for a third 
part of the wording: that is his phraſe. We all titter the inſtant he takes up 
a pen, but we tremble when we ſee the pencil in his hand. I will do him the 
juſtice to ſay, that he poſſeſſes the rare talent of gibbeting in colours, and that 
in moſt of his works he has been a very good moral ſatiriſt. His fort is there, 
and he ſhould have kept it. When he has at any time deviated from his own 
peculiar walk, he has never failed to make himſelf perfectly ridiculous, I need 
only make my appeal to any one of his hi :/torial or portrait pieces, which are now 
conſidered as almoſt beneath all criticiſm. The favourite Sigiſinunda, the labour 
of ſo many years, the boaſted effort of his art, was not human. If the, figure 
had a reſemblance of any thing ever on earth, or had the leaſt pretence to mean- 
ing or expreſſion, it was what he had ſeen, or perhaps made, in real life, his 
own wife in an agony of paſſion; but of what paſſion .no connoifleur could 
gueſs. All his friends remember what tireſome diſcourſes were held by him day 
after day about the tranſcendent merit of it, and how the great names of Ra- 
phael, Vandyke, and others, were made to yield the palm of beauty, grace, 
expreſſion, &c. to him, for this long laboured, yet ſtill, wnintere/ling, ſingle 
figure. The value he himſelf ſet on this, as well as on ſome other of his works, 
almoſt exceeds belief; yet from politeneſs or fear, or ſome other motives, he 
has actually been paid the moſt aſtoniſhing ns as the price, not of his merit, 
but of his unbounded vanity, 
The darling paſſion of Mr. Hogarth i is to w the faulty Dy dark : fide of 
ery object. He never gives us in perfection the fair face of nature, but ad- 
mirably 


_— 
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mirably well holds out her deformities. to ridicule. The reaſom is plain. All 
objecis are painted on his gerina in a grotefque manner, and be has never felt 
the force. of what the Freneh call. Ia belle nature. He never caught a ſingle idea 
of beauty, grace, or elegance; but on the other hand he never miſſed the leaſt 
flaw in almoſt any production of nature or of art. This is his true character. 
He has ſueceeded very: happily in the way of humour, and has miſcarried in 
every other attempt, This has aroſe in ſome meaſure from his bead, but much 
more from his heart. Aſter zwrriage a-kr-rhade the public wiſhed for a ſeries 
of prints of a happy marriage "Hogarth made the attempt, but the rancour and 
malevolenre of his mind made him very ſoon turm with envy and diſguſt from 
| objetts of ſo pleaſing contemplation, to dwell and feaſt x bad heart on others 
of a hateful! cat, which he purfued, for he nn them congenial, with the 
moſt una buting zeal, and unrelenting gall. 
I have obſerved for ſome time his ſerving ſims. He has long been very am, and 
. almoſt ſhorn of his beams. He ſeems ſo eonſeſous of this, that he now gkm- 
mers with borrowed light. John Bull's houſe 1 in flames has been hackney'd in fifty 
different prints; and if there is any merit in the figure or ſtilts, and the mob 
prancing around, it is not to be aſcribed to Hogarth but to Callot. That 
ſpirited Italian, whom the Engliſh painter has ſo carefully ſtudied, has given us 
in the Balli di Sfeſſania di Facomo Callot, the very ſame ideas, but infinitely 
more Judicrous in the execution. The piece in &maraolo cornuto. Ratſa di 
Boio. THE TIMES muſt be confeſſed deſtitute of every kind of original 
merit. The print at firſt view appears too much crouded with figures; and 
is in every part confus'd, perplex'd, and embarraſs'd. The fory is not well told 
to the oye, nor can we any where diſcover the fairiteſt:ray of that genius, which 
with a few ſtrokes of the pencil enabled us to penetrate into the deepeſt receſſes 
of thought, and even Caprice, in a rake, a * and a kene young man mn of 
uality. | 
: 1k own too that 1 am grieved to ſeethe — Hegarth, which ſhould take 


in all ages and countries, ſunk to a level with the miſerable tribe of party etchers, 


and now, in his rapid decline, entering into the poor polities of the faction of 


the day, and deſcending to low perſonal abufe, inſtead of inſtructing the world, 
as he could once, by manly moral ſatire. Whence can proceed ſo ſurprizing a 
change? Is it the frowardneſs of old age? Or is it that envy and impatience of 
reſplendent merit in every way, at which he has always fickened? How oſten 
has he been remarked to droop at the fair and honeft applauſe given even to a 
friend, though he had particular obligations to the very fame gentleman ? 
What wonder then that ſome of the moſt reſpectable characters of the age be- 
come the objects of his ridieule? It is ſufficient that the. reſt of mankind ap- 
plaud; from that moment he begins the attack, and you never can be well with 
him, till he hears an univerſal outcry againſt you, and till all your friends have 
given you up. There is beſides a filly affectation of ſingularity, Joined to a 
ſtrong deſire of leading the reſt of the world: when that is once found imprac- 
ticable, the ſpleen engendered on ſuch an oecaſion is diſcharged at a particular 
object, or ends in a general miſanthropy. The public never had the leaſt ſhare 
of Hogarth's regard, or even good will. Gain and vanity have ſteered his little light 
bark quite through life. He has never been conſiſtent but with reſpe& to thoſe 
two principles. What a deſpicable part has he acted with regard to the ſociety 
of Arts and Sciences How ſhuffling has his conduct been to the whole body of 
Avtiſts / Both theſe uſeful focieties have experienced the moſt ungenteel and 
,offenſive behaviour from him. There is at this hour ſcarcely a ſingle man of 
any degree of merit in his own profeſſion, with whom he does not hold a pro- 
feſſed enmity. It is impoſſible the leaſt degree of friendſhip could ever ſubſiſt in 
this intercourſe of the arts with him; for his. inſufferable vanity will never allow 
the leaſt merit in another, and no man of a liberal turm of mind will ever con- 
deſcend to feed his pride with the groſs and fulfome praiſe he expects, or to 
burn the incenſe he claims, and indeed. ſauffs like a moſt gracious God. To- 


this 
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this he joins no ſmall ſhare of jealouſy; in conſequence of which he has all his 
life endeavoured to ſuppreſs riſing merit, and has been very expert in every mean 
underhand endeavour, to extinguiſh the leaſt ſpark of genuine fire. But all 
genius was not born, nor will die, with Mr. Hogarth: and notwithſtanding all 
his ungenerous efforts to damp or chill it in another, I will truſt to a diſcerning 
and liberal ſpirit in the Engliſh nation, to patronize and reward all real merit. 
It will in the end riſe Cuperior to the idle laugh of the hour, which theſe triflers 
think it the higheſt praiſe to be able to raiſe. For my part, I ſcarcely know a 
more profligate principle, than the indiſcriminately ſacrificing every thing, 
however great or good, to the dangerous talent of ridicule; and a man whoſe 
ſole object is dummedo riſum excutiat, ought to be avoided as the worſt peſt of 
foley; as the enemy moſt, to be feared, I mean a treacherous friend. Such a 
man will go all lengths to raiſe a laugh at your expence, and your whole life 
will be made miſerable from his ambition of diverting the company for half an 
hour, | 
I love to trace the ideas of a genius, and to mark the progreb of every art. 
Mr. Hegarth has heard much of the cobwebs of the law, and the ſpinning fine 
ſpider-cuebs, &c. This is thrown on paper, and the idea carefully treaſured, 
Lord Hardwicke being at the head of the law, and deſervedly in as high eſteem 
with his countrymen, as any man who ever held the ſeals, unſpotted in life, and 
equally revered by prince and people, becomes an excellent ſubject for the ſa- 
tirical pencil of a malevolent painter. He is accordingly emblematically repre- 
ſenied by Mr. Hogarth as a great ſpider i in a large, thick web, with myriads of 
the carcaſes of flies, clients I ſuppoſe, ſucked to death by the gloomy tyrant. 
Mr. Hagarth had heard of Mr. Pitt's being above all his fellow-citizens, and 
of his ſuperior virtue having raiſed him to an envied and dangerous height of 
grandeur. Now this he has taken literally, and, with the kind aid of Callot, 
ha as put Mr. Pitt on ſtilts, and made the people look up to him; which, after 
all this inſipid ridicule, they will continue to do, as a kind of tutelar deity, 
from whom they expect that ſecurity and thoſe bleſſings they deſpair of from 
others, As to the conceit of the bellows, to ſignify, I ſuppoſe, Mr. Pitt's en- 
deavours to blow up the flames of war and diſcord, it is at once very poor and 
very falſe. His whole conduct the laſt ſeſũon in parliament, and out of the 
houſe ever ſince, has demonſtrated the contrary : negue vero hoc oratione folum, 5 
1 multo magis vita et moribus comprobavit. Cic. de Fin. 
Lord Temple is a nobleman of fine parts and unſullied honour, who has ſhewn 
a \ thorough diſintereſtedneſs, a great love of liberty, and a ſteady attachment to 
the public, in every part of his conduct through life. It was impoſſible ſuch a 
character could be miſſed by the poiſoned ſhafts of envy, which we ſee pointed 
at all ſuperior virtue. He has beſides, the merit of joining in the written reaſons 
of the 18th of September. This too can never be forgiven; for the nation is 
now convinced that had they been followed, the Britiſh {tandard had long before 
this been flying on the walls of the * and the ſolid maſs of ſtrength i in 
North America collected by Mr. Pitt, had not melted away in the hoſpitals at 
Cuba, We ſhould not ten have had the elements to fight with, or to fruſtrate 
thoſe great attempts which our enemies. deſpaired of baMing, had they been 
made with prudence and a moſt neceſiary regard. to the ſeaſon and climate. 
What a ſcandalous ſacrifice has there been of our brave countrymen from our 
ill- timing of this important expedition! A miniſter muſt not only poſſeſs a 
very narrow, but a very wicked genius, who can conſider this as an event that 
ves ext ence, and frees us from ſo many mouths that were to be fed, and bodies that 
were to be claathed. This is another humane inſtance of miniſterial economy. 
No envy will attend ſuch miniſters. Contempt and horror will, I muſt here 
o ſerve, that there is one merit aſcribed to lord Temple by the Briton, to which 
e has ro kind of pretence. I mean the having delivered ſuch fine orations among 
4 % iadepen dant electors ＋ Weſtminſter, when he inveighed with ſuch force of energy 
argument againſt the Brothers who directed the helm of government. Now I 
vi]! venture to ſay, that lord Temple never once ſet his foot among the indepen- 


ae clears of Weſtminſter ; although I muſt confeſs that Mr. Geer ge Grenville 
15 N FRE> 
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FREQUENTLY did, after his firſt introduction to that worthy body, by the 
mirror of patriots and placemen Paul Whitehead, Eſq. who has ſince had the 
grace to take ſhame to himſelf for it. Mr. Hogarth's wit on this noble lord is 
confined to the wretched conceits of the Temple caffer-houſe, and a ſquirt to ſig- 
nify the playing on the miniſtry. I really believe this wit is all Mr. Hogarth's 
own. 

When a man of parts dedicates his talents to the ſervice of his country, he 
deſerves the higheſt rewards : when he makes them ſubſervient to baſe purpoſes, 


he merits execration and puniſhment. Among the Spartans, muſic and poetry 


were made to ſerve the nobleſt ends of the Lacedemonian ſtate, A manly courage 
and great contempt of death were inſpired by them, and the poet, muſician, 
ſoldier, and patriot were often the ſame good citizen, who deſpiſed the low ne- 
chanic lucre of the profeſſion, and was zealous only for the glory of his country. 
In the year 1746, when the Guards were ordered to march to F:nchley, on the 
moſt important ſervice they could be employed in, the extinguiſhing a Scottiſh 
Rebellion, which threatened the intire ruin of the illuſtrious family on the 
throne, and, in conſequence, of our liberties, Mr. Hegarth came out with a 
print to make them ridiculous to their countrymen and to all Europe; or perhaps 
it rather was to tell the Scots in his way how little the Guards were to be feared, 

and that they might ſafely advance. That the ridicule might not ſtop here, and 
that it might be as offenſive as poſſible to his own fovercign, he dedicated the 
-print to the king of Pruſs lia, as an encourager of arts. Is this patriotiſm! In 
old Roe, or in any of the Grecian ſtates, he would have been publiſhed as a pro- 
fligate citizen, totally devoid of all principle. In England he is rewarded, and 
made ſerjeant painter to that very king's grandſon. I think the term means the 
ſame as what is vulgarly called houſe- painter; and indeed he has not been ſuf- 
fefed to caricature the royal family. The poſt of portrait painter is given to a 
Sce c:ſman, one Ramſay. Mr. Hegarth is only to paint the wainſcot of the rooms, 
or, in the phraſe of the art, may be called their Pannel- painter. But how have 
the Guards offended Mr, Hogarth, for he is again attacking them in THE 
"TIMES? Lord Harrington's ſecond troop of grenadier guards is allowed to be 
very perfect in every part of military diſcipline ; and Hegarth's friend, the king 
of Prifia, could have ſhewn him the real importance of it. He had heard 

them much app! lauded, and therefore muſt abuſe them, T he ridicule ends 
however in airs. compoſed by Harrington, and in 2 piece of clockwork; but he ought . 


to have known, that though I Homme machine is not found philoſophy, it is the 
true doctrine of tactics. . 


The Militia has received ſo many juſt teſtimonies of applauſe, both from 


their king and country, that the attack of envy and malevolence was long ex- 
pected. But I dare ſay this poor jeſter will have Mr. George Townſhend's free 


con ſent to vent his ſpleen upon him and the gentlemen of Norfolk. I believe he may 
ever go on in this way almoſt unnoticed; at one time ridicul ing the Guards for a 


(* 


d ſordetly, and at another the Ailitia for an exact and orderly march. Mr. Toon- 
ſhend will ſtill have the warm applauſe of his country, and the trueſt ſatisfaction, 


that of an honeſt heart, ſor his patriot labouis in ſtabliſhing this great plan of 
internal defence, a Militia, which has delivered us from the ignominy of foreign 


Jirelings, and the ridiculous fears of invaſion, by a brave and well-diſciplined 


body of Engliſhmen, at all times ready and zealous for the defence of their country, 
and of its laws and conſtitution, 


This is the orthography of Mr. Hearth. See the Print. 


N um b. 


THE NORTH BRITON, 55 


Numb. XVIII. Saturday, Oct. 2, 1762. 


Becauſe, even becauſe they have ſeduced my people, ſaying, Peace, and there 
was no Peace! and one built up a Wall, and lo! others daubed it with un- 
tempered mortar. Say unto them, which daub it with untempered mortar 
that it ſhall fall. 12 5 3 
e |  BinLE. 


I the preſent ſituation of affairs, when Peace is the preat object of every 
. man's attention, it is extremely natural that it ſhould be the general ſub- 
ject of converſation, It is no leſs ſurpriſing to hear how differently men 
think and ſpeak of it now, from what they did during the late popular adminiſ- 
tration, Peace was then conſidered by our enemies, the ENGLISH, as the moſt. 
defirable of all bleſſings, but is now ſpoken of as the greateſt of all misfortunes, 
and to make peace and to ruin the nation are eſteemed by them terms of the ſame 
import. This difference can ariſe only from their apprehenſions that the terms 
of peace now will not be ſo advantageous to this nation, as thoſe on which Mr. 
Mr. PrrT had formed himſelf. But what foundation have they for theſe appre- 
henfions, what ſhadow of reaſon for theſe fears? Is it that the ſituation of our 
affairs is altered, and therefore they fear an alteration in the terms of peace, or that 
they have a bad opinion of my worthy countryman, and diſtruſt his integrity, or 
his abilities, or both? One of theſe muſt be the cauſe of the preſent clamour, tho”. 
neither of them ſhould in reaſon be ſo. As to the ſituation of our affairs, they 
never were in a more flouriſhing condition; and as to my lord BuTE, is it not 
ſufficient to ſay that he has done no good, unleſs they can prove that he has 
done harm. Happy would it often have been for this kingdom, if her miniſters . 
had been of ſuch a complexion, as to do neither the one nor the other! But if 
we ſeriouſly and impartially examine things, we ſhall find both from the manner 
in which the war has been carried on during the preſent adminiſtration, the un- 
uſual and amazing ſucceſs we have met with, the caution with which we have 
entered into the negotiation, and the perſon who is appointed to conduct it, that 
as we have a clear right to demand, ſo have we the greateſt reaſon in the world 
to expect, ſuch terms as may prove of ſolid and laſting advantage to theſe 
kingdoms. _ 5 „„ e N | 
It is agreed on all hands, that England in her wars with France ſhould never 
ſheath the ſword till Peace is abſolutely concluded. The wicked policy of that 
nation, their ſuperior addreſs in negotiation, their total diſregard of faith, and 
their known arts of ſpinning out treaties merely to gain time to recover ſtrength, 
without any real intention of bringing them to a concluſion, have taught us 
this leſſon, although we have ſeldom been prudent enough to put it in practice. 
In juſtice to the preſent adminiſtration however it muſt be allowed, that they 
have profited by the miſtakes of their predeceſſors. Willing to make peace, yet 
they ſhew themſelves ready to make war, and prudently conſider a ſuſpenſion of 
arms as advantageous only to the weaker party. It muſt be confeſſed, indeed, 
that they have not ſheathed the ſword in the bowels of the enemy, but they 
have gloriouſly kept, it hanging over their heads: moved by chriſtian charity, 
they have not done the French any actual harm; but then they have plainly 
enough ſhewn the power of doing it, if they will; a power which they will no 
doubt exert, if, contrary to good faith, France, havin g recovered her ſpirits and 
ſtrengthened herſelf with new alliances during the courſe of along and fruitleſs 
negotiation, ſhould think proper to renew the war. To fit out great and mighty 
fieets, to block up the French and Spaniſh fleets in their ports, or to defeat 
| them 
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them if they came out, unleſs they were going to Newfoundland, was what every 
fanguine Engliſhman would have promiſed to himſelf beyond all doubt. But 


to ler our fleets lie rotting in port, to ſuffer our men to he enervated with ſloth, 


and ta diſſolve in inaCtivity, to ſquander away our treaſures, and to ſend out, 
merely by wzy ol amuſement and to take the air, our braveſt admirals and our 
ſtrongeſt fleets, at a time when we are engaged in a war with France and Spain, 
theſe : are inſtances of ſuch a confident and well-grounded ſuperiority, as muſt 
ſtrixe terror into our enemies, and reflect the higheſt credit on that adminiſtra- 
tion for whom alone ſuch glorious proofs of power were reſerved, 

It mult not however be diſfembled, that we have met with ſome petty mortifi- 
cations during this glorious period. Newfoundland is loſt; but what is New- 


foundland ? Apply for information to the Brrron, apply to the AuDIToR, and 


they ſhall tell you that it is a place of little or no conſequence either to the 
Farnca or ExdLIsH. Thoſe nations indeed have_almoſt from the time of its 


firſt ſettlement been contending for it as a place of the utmoſt importance; but 
they greatly over- rated it; the Bui rox and Auprron have fixed its true value ; 


they aſſert it, and their den are proofs. As to the diſappointment which 
we met with on the coaſt of France in the late ſecret expedition, that rather re- 
flects honour than difcredit on thoſe miniſters, who took ſuch prudent ſteps as 
prevented it from tranſpiring, and becoming matter of complaint to a turbulent 


and diſcontented people, a people of ſuch a diſpoſition, that they ouglit to be ruled 
with a rod of iron. As to the great expedition under Admiral HAWKE, which 


hath occaſioned ſuch murmurs, the odium ought to fall on Mr. PreT and the 
ADMIRAL: on Afr. PiTT, for not accuſtoming fleets to go out merely to come 


| back again, and on the ADMIRAL, for preferring honour to ſafety, and the daring 
but dangerous directions of the former miniſter to the good-humoured and ſafe 


commands of the preſent. But however malcontents may endeavour to aggra- 
vate theſe trifles, yet one action more than balances them; I mean that great, 
that glorious event, the taking of the HERMIONE; an event of ſuch national con- 


ſequence, and ſo anegualled. in hiſtory, that our new ally Mr. HoGARTH inge- 


niouſly infinuates, that it more than counterpoiſes all our loſſes, and is alone 
ſufßcient to eſtabliſh the credit of the preſent miniſtry. 


Our ſucceſs therefore gives us a right to demand, and the ſpirit with which 


the miniſtry have carried on the war,, a probability of obtaining a good peace; 
and notwithſtanding the popular cry which hath induſtriouſly been raiſed againſt 
them, 1 am apt to think that under the auſpices of our great patron, we ſhall ſee 
a happy end of this war. In this opinion I am the rather confirmed, becauſe in 


our preſent ſituation T do not ſee how he can make a bad peace without the moſt 


imminent danger to him elf. A nation elated with ſuch ſucceſſes, promiſing to 
herſelf the advantages of a ſecure and extended commerce in peace to reimburſe 
the charges of a long and burdenſome war, can never tamely ſuffer. the fruits of 


their habours to be loſt : nor indeed is there any one inducement to precipitate us 


into a peace. Was the miniſter diftruſted, and did he find any difficulty in raiſ- 


ing ſupplies to carry on the war, this might prompt an ambitious man to patch 
up a peace on any terms, and to ſacrifice the intereſt of a whole nation to his thirſt 


of power; but bleſſed be St. Andrew, this is ſo far from being the caſe, that I 
truſt never was miniſter more reſpected or beloved. His private life bears witneſs 
to his integrity; the courſe of his adminiſtration, ſhort as it hath been, loudly 
ſpeaks his amazing capacity and both together have purchaſed that intire con- 


fidence throughout ihe nation, and eſpecially in the city of Lox DN, that their 


purſes are as much at his command as their hearts. Thus ſituated, he can have 
no inducement to make a bad peace; and the appointment of that great duke to 
the embaſly, is a proof that he hath no ſuch intentions. His truly patriot ſpirit, 


his known love of his country, his clearneſs of head, equal to the clearneſs of 


his heart, ſufficiently ſecure us from any reaſonable apprehenſions on this point. 
Had a perſon been ſent who on all occaſions had lamented our ſucceſſes, whoſe 
avarice was known to wiſh an end to the war on any terms, merely on account 
of the land-tax: whoſe pride was equalled by nothing but his ignorance; whoſe 
{pirit was too great to think before he adopted an opinion, and his underſtand- 
| ing 
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ing too weak to ſuffer any change after he had adopted it; from the management 


of ſuch a man, I own we ſhould haye every thing to fear,; whereas now we have 
AT thing to meu 


TO THE NORTH BRITON. 


D 1: Bs IS I Sept. 30. 
HE news of the reduction of the Havannah, which arrived laſt night, 
gives me the ſincereſt pleaſure, but I muſt ſay ſuggeſts to me at the ſame 
time, ſome painful apprehenſions with relation to the manner in which it is to 
be diſpoſed of in caſe of a peace. Surely we can never think of immediately 
giving up what has coſt us the precious blood of ſo many brave Engliſhmen, and 
of gratifying the inſolent Spaniard with a ſacrifice of ſuch numbers of our fellow 
ſubjects. If it is to be ſurrendered, which the people ſeem to take for granted, 
we certainly have a right to expect thoſe articles, on which they grounded the 
preſent war, to be determined in our favour, The conſequence of the Havan- 
nah to the Spaniards we all know; and I hope we ſhall not be ſo wantonly ge- 
nerous, as not to make an advantage of it. I am anxious to hear the particulars 
of the ſiege, and ſhall with the heart of an Engliſhman read an account of my 


countrymen; the return of one of whom, the gallant Capt. Hervey, whoſe be- 


haviour on this occaſion renders him dear to every Engliſhman, * me the 
trueſt ſatisfaction. 


TI am, SIR, your's, &c. 


Numb. XIX. Saturday, Oct. 9, 1762: 


Superior virtue, wiſdom, might, 
Create and mark the ruler's right, 
So reaſon muſt conclude; 
Then thine it is, to whom belong 
The wiſe, the virtuous, and the ſtrong, 
Thrice ſacred multitude | ! 


Ove TO ManKinD. 


H E following letter, which I have Nee from Trowbridge i in 2 
J offer to the public entire, becauſe it glows throughout with the true 


ſpirit of liberty, and carries with it that ſtrength of argument, and force of 


conviction which muſt captivate every candid mind beyond all the ſubtleties 
and ſophiſms of the ado. ant epiſtle. 


TO THE NORTH BRIT ON, 


8 I R, | pi 2 22. 
S the BRrrox, of Saturday the 11th inſtant, is an impudent libel on all 
the good people of England in general, as well as on the city of LoxpoN 

in particular, repreſenting all the nobility, gentry, merchants, tradeſmen, yeomen, 
and all the commonalty, as a ſeditious rabble, which deſpiſes all governm ent, 
becauſe they expreſs a diſlike to ſome meaſures relative to a peace; and as our 
conftitution 1s reproached with being an ochlocracy, or mob-common-wealth, 
becauſe it permits our people to murmur with impunity at the conduct they 
cannot approve, which by the bye is inculcating the vileſt tyranny ever practifed 


by 
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by the worſt monſters of all the Roman emperors, pray indulge me in commu- 
nicating to the public a few remarks upon ſo extraordinary a performance. 
I muſt firſt obſerve, that this advocate of tyranny and deſpiſer of the people 
ſ-ts out with ſome fooliſh remarks upon modern philoſophers, which being 
trifling and inſignificant, I ſhall. paſs them over without any farther notice. 
He then i informs us * that there are à ſet of Jpecilatrve philoſophical reformers who 
save vſpouſed the plebeian intereſt, from an innate averſion to all order and 
| « reflraint.” This is, we muſt confeſs, a very extraordinary poſition. Philoſo- 
fhers eſpouſong the intereſis of mankind from an innate averſion to all order and 
reſtraint, Wonderful truly]! But pray where are thoſe philoſophers ? What 
are their names? Where were they born? I believe they received their firſt 
exiſtence in this fellow's brains; for no one ever heard of ſuch monſters before. 
Maſes, Minos, Zaleucus, Plato, Ariſtotle, Tully, Tacitus, Machiavel, Harring- 
ion, Nevil, Sidney, Locte, and Gordon, have all written upon government; 
but 1 never heard, that any of them were accuſed of being philoſophers, who 


diſcovery of that extraordinary genius, the author of the Barron. Well; 
. Philoſophical politicians eſpoufing the inter gſts of mankind from an averſion to order / | 
Could any poor creature write ſuch ſtuff, unleſs one e lately eloped from 
Bedlam? | 
He proceeds and obſerves, that it is “ zo be hoped ' ſome of theſe politicians, whe 
«have an averſion to order, are inſtigated to it by motives of humanity and benevo- 
ce Jence; and then eoncludes, © that ſuch a diſpoſition is miſtdken philanthropy.” 
What a profound diſcovery ! What admirable ſentiment ! O reader! if that 
thou canſt read, read this paragraph of our author's again and again, for thy 
| inſtruction in politics. But now for the root of this political evil, this philoſo- 
' phical averſion to order, ariſing from a regard to the intereſts of the people. 


3 es individual is equally free by nature, and hence has an equal right to intermeddle 
in fle admin: n of. public affairs: : a principle, he . ſubverſroe of - all 


i 8 gevernment. 

| Government is a juſt execution of the laws, which were inſtituted by the 
people for their preſervation : but if the people's implements, to whom they 
have truſted the execution of thoſe laws, or any power for:their preſervation, 


inzermeddle ? Nay, have they not a right to reſume the power they have 
delegated, and to puniſh their ſervants who have abuſed it? If our king can do 
10 wrong, his miniſters may, and are accountable to the people for their 
conduct. This is the voice of Locke, the voice of our laws, the voice. of 
reaſon ; ; but we own not the voice of. tyrants and their abettors, not the 
voice of the Briten. On the, contrary, this wretch preaches up the doctrine, 
that ſome part of mankind, nay, the maſs, are born ſtaves, who ought 
implicitly to be ſubmiſſive to the caprices of a few, who by accident, knavery, 


doctrine came into England, or was tranſplanted into this country, from the 
heritable juriſdictions in the Highlands of Scotland. We are plainly told, that 


on the rocks, and make a wreck of her, and a boat provided for his own eſcape, 
yet we muſt blindly ſubmit, and, without a murmur, ſuffer the villain to 
execute his helliſh purpoſe : nor dare to intermeddle with the helm, though we 
know we ſhall go to the bottom, unleſs we ty him overboard, tack, and ſteer 
another way. 

This is admirable doctrine truly! The four laſt years of queen Anne did not 
produce finer flowers from the garden of tyranny than this. Obſerve Britons, 
| what this deſpicable wretch, and tool of ſome in power, would reduce you to. 
i Are theſe the ſentiments of his paymaſters? Is this the cue given him in his 
N inſtructions, to boldly aſſert, that Engliſumen are all born to be ſlaves to a fey 
| perſons, who happen either by accident to, poſſeſs a larger fortune, or by his 


< * * 
———— ———— > 


hated all order. This extraordinary ſpecies of philoſophers was reſerved for the 


This, our author tells us, proceeds from ( remark him ) the opinion that every 


- ſhould convert ſuch execution to their deſtruction, have they not a right to 


or cunning, ſhall wriggle themſelves into power. One would think this 


though we are paſſengers in the ſtate-veſſel, and ſee the pilot going to run her 


own. 
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own lewdneſs and debauchery, or by the wicked mean arts of a father or a 
grandfather, to worm themſelves into an eſtate, and thence wrigele into power, 
though originally the dregs of the mob? O thou moſt excellent philanthropiſt ! 
'Thy politics qualify thee to be Reis Effendt, or ſecretary of ſtate to the Grand 
Signior, the Great Mogul, the Inquiſition, or the Emperor of Morocco. How 
would the Dionyſii, Agathacles, Phalaris, Nero, Domitian, and Commodus, have 
hugged ſuch a counſellor of ſtate, ſuch an abettor, ſuch an excellent poli- 
tician ! Well; it being granted that the bulk of mankind being born ſlaves to 
a few, who have by baſe arts wriggled themſelves into the adminiſtration of the 
government of a country, it hence follows, that if any of thoſe ſlaves dare to 
cenſure their conduct, they are guilty of high-treaſon; ſuch behaviour 
« being ſubverſive of all government, and a principle defirudtive of all 
<« national induſtry and quiet, as well as repugnant to every fundamental 
« maxim of ſociety.” Here he has miſtaken the proper word, he ſhould have 
ſaid, maxim of TYRANNY. | 

We hope this advocate for deſpotic power and ſiavery, who ag rather to 
have been born, adapted, and formed for the inſtruction of the court of Vero, 
than for the modelling the court of ſo gracious a prince as GeoRGE III. is not 
countenanced in his invectives againſt liberty, and in reviling the free conſtitu- 
tions and laws of his country, nor in publiſhing panegyrics on ſlavery and 
tyranny, by many in power: if he ſhould, the Lord have mercy on us! 

In the reigns of the Roman tyrants there ſprung up often wretches, the very 
ſtamp of the author of the BrITon, who were the buſy implements and flat- 
terers of thoſe monſters of oppreſſion, and the bane of innocence and all 
virtue. But I do not remember, that any ſuch appeared in the reigns of 
eſpaſian, Titus, Trajan, Antoninus, or Marcus Aurelius, or in caſe they did, 
if I miſtake not, Tacitus informs us, all ſuch wretches were driven from the 
court and the city, under thoſe good emperors, as the moſt pernicious vermin, 
and the peſts of the human race. We hope therefore that this traitor to his 
country, this traducer and flanderer of its laws, this reviler of its conſtitution, 
this advocate of tyranny and abſolute power, will be ſoon taken into cuſtody 
by Mr. Carrington, for abuſing the form of our government, and diſgracing 
the reign of our gracious ſovereign, by publiſhing a plea for tyranny, and 
aſſerting it to be a part of our conſtitution. Such a wretch ought to be puniſhed 
as an incendiary, that muſt create fears, jealouſies, and heart-burnings among 
his majeſty's good ſubjects, and make them ſuſpicious that ſome attempt is 
going to be made upon their liberties, What do not the demerits of ſuch a 
wretch deſerve from his injured fellow- citizens? 

As if this ſcribbler had not ſufficiently diſplayed his ignorance and love of 
tyranny; he proceeds and tells us, That to give a juſt idea of a mob- ruled 
« common-wealth, we need only peruſe the hiſtories of Athens and Rome 
« during thoſe periods at which their governments were republican ; there 
* (ſays he) we ſhall meet with nothing but faction, animoſity, perſecution, 
* jngratitude, and diſquiet.” We would aſk him, whether this republican 
form of government introduced ſo many miſeries among the people, or brought 
ſo many diſtreſſes upon human nature, as the deſpotic and arbitrary forms have 
done? Incaſe he ſhould aſſert they had, he muſt be a moſt impudent or a moſt 
ignorant fellow. I would aſk him if he had not rather live in the canton of 
Bern, England, or in Holland, than in Ruſſia, Turkey, Perſia, or Indoſtan? 
But the author of the BRITON muſt be a very ignorant fellow, as well as 
impudent one; for what he ſays of the Athenians, and their government, is 
the groſſeſt falſchood or miſrepreſentation : the Thetes had no ſhare of the 
magiſtracy; they could only aſſent to, or diſſent from, what was propoſed to 
them. However, when Ariſtides for a ſhort time rendered them capable of 
office, they always modeſtly left the magiſtracy to their betters: though it Was 
during the zenith of the achlocracy that they performed their greateſt expldits 
and acquired their higheſt renown, They conſiſted only of about twenty thou- 
ſand families, and yet they became lords paramount of all Greece, exeelled in: 
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all arts and arms, ſubdued all the Ægean iſles, were maſters of the ſeas, 
extended their conqueſts to Egypt, often "Jefeated the great king of Perſia, and 
always kept him in awe; and, as Ariſtophanes obſerves, reduced a thouſand 


cities under their dominion, But when this mob- -government was aboliſhed, 


and approached nearer to the ariſtocratical, they wok in their reputation, and 
elapſed into baſeneſs and corruption. 

I will give one inſtance of the juſtice and -redinels of ſoul to be met with i in 
this mob- -covernment. Themiſtocles propoſed a great advantage to Athens, but 
ſaid, to diſcover what it was would prove its defeat: the mob ordered him to 
communicate it to Ariſtides, who informed them it was advantageous, but 

unjuſt : upon which they rejected it, chuſing rather to ſacrifice their intereſt 
than integrity. But the Lacedæmonians, ruled by kings, Thucydides ſays, held 


for honeſt what Plegſed, and for honourable what profited : yet the BRITON 


avers with his uſual impudence, that the Athenians were a mob, among whom 
nothing reigned but factions, animoſity, ingratitude, and diſquiet, Surely 


this writer muſt be either a moſt ignorant or a moſt abandoned profligate, thus 
to fallify hiſtory to deceive and abuſe the people. It is true, hiſtorians inform 
us, that when they were free from foreign wars, they were often employed in 


domeſtic feuds, the ambition and emulation of their great men never failing to 
raiſe diſturbances among their fellow-citizens, and to divice them into parties 


and factions, &c, But all their contentions were the work of their leaders, 


not of the maſs of the people, who would have been glad to have lived at 
peace, had it not been for the ambition, oppreſſion, and violence of the great, 
who were continually, bath at Rome and Athens, labouring to oppreſs them and 
dep:i ive them of their liberties and privileges, 

Thus we have moſt clearly proved, that this pedlar i in ſmall-ware politics 
has taken upon him to abuſe the Athenians as a mob, and their government as 
anarchy, without knowing their hiſtory. His accounts of the "Athenians and 


Romans are nearly as ſimiliar to truth, as his averring that the preſent citizens, 


merchants, traders, and commonaity of LoxDoN, are juſt ſuch another rabble 
as the mob under Wat Tyler and Fack Strato was formerly. He has given all 


manner of latitude and ſcope to his imagination, and indulzed falſhood i in all 
her wanton levities: he has dived deep in all kind of filth, emerged loaded 7 


with mud, and with this dirt WO his fellow- citizens, the conſtitution, 


and the laws of his country. 


And now, Sir, indulge me with an n for I cannot help crying out, 


Ye- WB of citizens of Landon, ſee | a foul-mouthed ruffian, with the ſpirit of 
a parricide and the inquiſition, with the infernal rage of a fiend broke looſe 


from the regions of darkneſs, attack your favourite goddeſs LIBERTY on her 


throne, ſurrounded by you her moſt zealous votaries; rend her facred 


veſtments, beſmear her with dirt, ſquirt his venomous excrements in her face, 


laſh her with the keen whips of reproach, and at laſt, to complete his malice, 
with the frantic fury of a Clement, a Ravillac, or a Damien, ruſh forward to 


plunge a dagger in her heart! O execrable parricide ! 
When his inſulting libels enter your aflemblies, why do you not ariſe, and 


with honeſt indignation tear them to pieces, and offer up the mangled Hagens 


to Vulcan? Unleſs you chuſe to reſerve them for a more ignominious office. 
You neither want for capacity to diſcern his inſults, nor for ſpirit to reſent the 
abuſe: no; for to do you juſtice, I muſt ſay, whatever the pride of preſump- 


tion and the ſwell of vanity may induce ſome perſons to think, the merchants of 
London, in their collective capacity, poſſeſs more honeſt, uſeful, political 
knowledge, and underſtand more of the true intereſt of their country, than all 


the miniſters of ſtate ever diſcovered, or were maſters of, who have appeared i in 
Britain ſince the invaſion of Julius Ceſar however their honeſt voice may be 
deſpiſed by empty vanity and proud conceit. They have made tyrants tremble 


on their thrones, and dycd the ſcaffold with the blood of pernicious, wicked 
counſellors. 
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counſellors. That they may always proſper i in ſuch purſuits, and confound the 
machinations of all ſuch advocates for l and ſlavery as the BRI rox and 
his patrons, is the hearty prayer of, 


Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 


WILLIAM TEMPLE. 


TO THE NORTH BRITON. 
5 nad; 4 
N the public Papers of laſt Saturday a and Mondzy appeared the following 


" advertiſement: 

„ The AvpIToR is called upon to lay before the public the evidence on 
«© which he advanced the infamous ſtory at the end of his laſt Thurſday's paper. 
It is certain that No CONVERSATION of any kind paſſed between the two 
<< perſons ſuppoſed to be mentioned, except complimental expreſſions ſome 
* months ago, in the preſence of a right honourable gentleman, The whole is 
an entire and impudent falſhood ; and if the gentleman fo alluded to was 
<« guilty of ſo * an outrage to honour, he ought to be ſhunned as the peſt 
s of ſociety.” 

In anſwer to which the Auprron ſays, the Mey is indeed infamous, but by 
whom is the AUDITOR called upon? Is it by the perſon charged with that flagrant. 
behaviour ? And does he himſelf plead Not Guilty ? He is called upon by the per- 
ſon ſuppoſed to be charged with that flagrant behaviour, who does plead Not 
Guilty, and denies every circumſtance of the charge, - 
0. 7- 1 am, &c, 


Numb. XX. Saturday, OR: 16, 1762. 


ENGLAND | thy fault FRANCE hath in thee found out, wy 
A neſt of hollow boſoms. : SHAKESPEARE. 


HE Avviros, like other low mechanics in the ſervice of the govern- 

ment, has of late been ordered to work double tides, and I ſuppoſe of 
conſequence has received double pay. When the glad tidings of an Auditor Ex- 
traordinary were firſt by himſelf with ſuch parade announced to the public, 1 
could not ſuſpe& that he only meant to double the nauſeous doſe of the week. 
I thought that the preliminaries, or the great outline of the peace, would have 
been ſhadowed out, and the uneaſy ſenſation of a fretful impatience for the 
appearance of that truly extraordinary paper preyed upon me. My diſappoint- 
ment was molt ſevere. I found nothing in the Auditor Extraordinary but a great 
deal of low abuſe on the city of London, and a dull repetition of old fulſome, 
and outre compliments to all his paymaſters ; compliments which neither he, nor 
any other man in this country believes. He therefore, in ſound policy, has 
moſt judiciouſly made his appeal to a Chineſe philoſopher, whom he ſoon cures of 
all his prejudices in favour of this nation ; but then, on the other hand, he has 
given us ſuch a ſpecimen of the Chineſe in ſo {imple a fellow, that we cannot 
but laugh in our turn at that wiſe nation. In a former paper he had referred 
the deciſion of ſome conſtitutional points to the ſtupid, drunken Cherokee king®, 
who world not even articulate, and to his idea! majeſty of Brobdignag, who 


S The Cherokee king was at this time in London, 
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could not anſwer him. Ie has never once ventured t to make the appeal to a cool 


candid Engliſhman. 
'The poor Chineſe, whom he has * to London, is firſt fed with ſoft, in- 


ſipid pap, and afterwards with the rankeſt poiſon. He is told, that when he 


firſt enters this metropolis, he will meet with daily and weekly libels againſt a miniſiry 
LEGALLY APPOINTED by the ſovereign power, How ſoon will this foreigner 


learn the beauties of the Engliſh language! Not only dai but even 


weekly libels. Has the legulity of the appointment of the miniſtry been ever 


diſputed? I have only heard that the prudence and fitneſs of the choice, from 
the known incapacity of the perſons, has been indeed very highly arraigned. | 
Iwill illuſtrate this by a ſimilar cafe : Cibber and-/fhitehcad were as legally ap- 


pointed laureats as Fohnſon and Dryden. The legality never came into queſtion, 


but the abſurdity of the choice was the object of juſt ridicule with the public. 
But though our Chineſe is indeed very fooliſh, he could ſcarcely avoid making 
this very obvious remark, that if there are weekly, nay daily papers, iſſued againſt 
the miniſtry, it is impoſſible they can have the confidence of the nation, or the 
hearts of the people with them. He would be apt to enquire if the late miniſtry 
. were every week, every day, attacked by their own countrymen; and if we were 
(in the AupiToR's words) torn with party contentions among ft ourſelves, or di Hracted 
with different views, while they held the reins of adminiſtration. When he 
was told that zo writings of that kind then appeared, he muſt conclude that the 
late miniſtry had the full approbation of their country, and was founded in the 
love and confidence of the people, who, he would find, were known to wiſh for 
their continuance, and weekly, daily expreſſed not only their diſlike, but their 


alarming apprehenſions of our preſent miniſter, with an openneſs and ſpirit war- 


ranted by the conſtitution. His inference would be eaſy and natural, that there 
is now ſomething not merely W but — ife 22 4 rotten in the ſtate of 
adminiſtration. 


The Auditor has very obligingly taken care that we that not remain in any 


doubt who the new miniſtry are, thus legally appointed by the ſovereign power, In 
a former paper he has given us an imitation of Swift's political dictionary of the 
faſhionable words church, tory, party, t&c, He tells us the preſent miniſtry are 
two Scotfmen, together with the lord high chancellor, the right honourable the earls of 


Egremont, Halifax, Talbot, lord Barrington, Sir Francis Daſhwood, Sir ohn Tur- 


ner, George Grenville, eſq. Charles Townſhend, eſq. &c. I believe ſtateſmen of 
| ſuch oppolite, incoherent, and heterogeneous principles were never before 
huddled together. The confuſion and fermentation which has followed this 
unnatural mixture we have all ſeen. I am not ſo much ſurprized at finding 


Mr. Townſhend at the fag end of this liſt, and after ſome gentlemen now for the 


firſt moment, to their own ſurprize, dubb'd fateſmen, as I am to find him men- 
tioned at all by the Auditor. My reaſon is, that this ſtateſman is not the /ave of 
power, nor the creature of the miniſter. Ack nowledged ability and ſuperior talents 


have alone raiſed him, and he now holds a great office“, to the entire ſatisfaction 


of the public, on the moſt free and independent terms. He has never ſtooped 


to the low arts of cringing to favourites; nor would he ever ſubmit to the in- 
ſolent controul of a miniſterial baſhaw. I will anſwer for him that he will 
never ſuffer his way to be preſcribed to him by any proud Scor. He has proved 


himſelf no Jeſs the faithful ſervant of the public than of the prince, and 


in place has ever preſerved the rights of office, the manlineſs of his character, 
and a thorough independency in all his conduct, From theſe conſiderations it 
has neceſſarily happened that no great confidence has at any time been placed by 


the preſent miniſtry in this gentleman, On the contrary, a monly and diſtruſt 


of him have on many occaſions inde cently broke out. 
Two other motives have likewiſe concurred, and they have bh effetually 


prevented his wonderful abilities and moſt powerful eloquence ever gaining that 
aſcendency in the cabinet which they have in parliament, and with the public 


Mr. Townflcnd was at that Time Secretary at War, | 
At 
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at large, The firſt is derived partly from his family, partly from himſelf; the. 
other is entirely perſonal. This gentleman is of a noble whis family, ever 
ſteadily attached to the cauſe of liberty, and to revolution principles ; and has him- 
ſelf never been warped, never for a moment deviated from the bright path his 
anceſtors have followed with ſo much ſpirit and applauſe. It is impoſlible there- 
fore that he can enjoy the ſmiles of an adminiſtration, which has feept the Cocoa 
{for /tateſmen and penſioners, or can really be in any high degree of court-favour, 
now the family on the throne have for ſome months ceaſed to govern by their 
firm friends the tohigs, to whom we owe our liberties, and the Brunſwick family, 
the glorious protectors of them. It is but juſtice too to declare, that the houſe 
of Brunſwick owe their firm eſtabliſhment on the throne of theſe kingdoms to the 
ſteady zeal and intrepidity of the whigs. Beſides, this gentleman has never 
diſtreſſed government. He has often ſupported it; and, in times of perplexity 
and embarraſſment, has extricated a eat and feeble miniſtry, when a national 
concern has called for the exertion of his abilities. The papers relative to the 
extent of our rights in Acadia and North America were drawn up in ſo correct, 
clear, and maſterly a way, that they have left no room for the ſmalleſt cavil of 
the moſt ſhuffling French negociator. This was of the moſt ſignal ſervice to 
_ government, and was done at an age uſually of levity and diſſipation; yet is 
the whole performance ſo perſpicuous and convincing, as well as poliſhed and 
elegant, that the moſt experienced and refined ſtateſman might derive real honour 
from it. This gentleman has paſſed through almoſt all the ſcenes of national 
buſineſs, and in every part of public life has given the cleareſt proofs of his 
regard to the principles of liberty, and the rights of the people, ſecured by the 
Revelation. T therefore rather wondered to Gd his name at all in the Auditor's 
liſt. It is upon this principle I ſuppoſe the duke of Devonſhire is totally omitted. 
1 think he is ſtill lord chamberlain, though he is not to be ranked among the mi- 
niſters. I am glad, however, that he ſtill continues in that high office, as he 
may perhaps keep out a Scotſman ; ; and I hope that no ſtudied flights nor offen- 
ſive behaviour will induce him to gratify his and our adverſary, by an ill-timed 
reſignation. T truſt that he will, after the great example of his noble houſe, 
pledge himſelf to the public as the firm and zealous ſupporter of thoſe old whigs, 
whom he knows to be the true friends of his country, and whoſe attachment to 
him is ſo viſible to all mankind, and ſo thoroughly to be e upon in the 
moſt arduous moments. 
My other motive for believing that Mr. Town/hend has no ſhare of miniſterial 
confidence, is my knowledge of his ſuperior genius and abilities. The ſplendor 
of a great genius is offenſive to men of narrow and mean underſtanding. His 
intuitive eye would pierce too far into things not fit, perhaps, to be ſeen at all, 
much leſs to be viewed narrowly by an accurate obſerver. He joins to an in- 
ſinite fire of imagination and brilliancy of wit, a cool and ſolid judgment, a A 
wonderful capacity for buſineſs of every kind, the moſt intenſe application to it, 
and a conſummate knowledge of the great commercial intereſts of this country, 
which I never heard were before unite in the ſame perſon. Such a man can 
never be ſuffered by a weak miniſter to riſe to any very conſiderable degree of 
power or influence. If ſuch abilities as he poſſeſſes ſhould bear him through, it 
muſt end in the miniſter's run. 

1 have not done with the Auditor's liſt, though J ſhall at preſent dwell a very 
little while Jonger on it. He ſays, that he has barely done juſtice to the characters 
of thoſe who fill the firſt departments of the ſlate. Let the moſt inveterate dealers in 
calumny ſmgle out one of them, and then point out a moral turpitude in his conduct. If 
they cannot do this, c. Now I will keep juſt to the windward of the Jaw, and 
will affirm that the public records of the curts f juſtice. of this kingdom: bear 
teſtimony to the falſehood of this aſſertion. Yet with a candour unknown to 
the Auditor, I will be free to own, that what I dare to allude to is not a tranſaction 
which would blaſt the reputation of a man of honour, I ſpeak now according 

* 


— 2 
— — —— v! — n 3 


> — = 7 . 9 . T * 


608 THE NORTH BRITON,” No. XX. 


to modern ideas of honour and gallantry, and he knows that I allude to more: 
t ham nne fact of very immoral turpitude, eſtabliſhed on oath in a long courſe of 
judicial proceedings. Any man who has lived in the world will immediately, 
on caſting his eye over the names of the worthies given us by the Auditor, re- 
collect an hundred entertaining anecdotes to be parcelled out among the pro- 
prietors of that lift, and will deſpiſe a venal ſcribbler, who can proſtitute his pen 
to ſo infamous a purpoſe;:* This extravagant encomium is in reality the moſt 
bitter invective I have read, excepting only the fal long cruel ſatire on the 
whole body of the Engliſn nobility. The perſon, "who-hbiezhauſted all their ru 
lumny, is perhaps the moſt diſtinguiſhed of the nobility ſum integrity of life, for tlie 
enlargement of his underſtanding, for the feelings of humanity, and the unblemiſhed ho- 
neſty of. his character. If this really is the caſe, I wonder not that the Houſe of 
Lordo is of To very little conſequence in this nation; I rather think it ought to. 
be-of none at all, and muſt fink into contempt. But ſurely the public has very 
little to do with the private life and morals of the miniſter : : let him diſcharge. 
the duty he owes to the ſtate with fidelity and integrity. With capacity he Gaol 
not) and I will not fellow him in his private hours of retirement. Whether ; 
they, paſs. in the moſt trifling amuſements, in the wonderful Gſquiſitions of a 
little genius on cockle-ſhells, flawers and plants, or in the hidden, gloomy d 
of guilt, ſhall not be my enquiry. p 
As I am to keep company with the Auditor this week, 0 Tall cake? notice of a 
rrifling charge brought againſt me by him ſome time ago. He ſays, with « a pro- 
per diſtribution of afteriſhs ( for that, let me tell you, is a nofirum for applauſe, people. 
/lrangely admiring what they do not underſtand ) you may inſinuate, to the bitter caſt 
of a certain nobleman, who that ſomebody is; and afterwards he adds, IT would have 
you chooſe ſome piece of deep ſcandal ; recollect all that has ever been charged upon | 
faveurites, then di pee your afteriſhs * * * , and thus the buſineſs i is. done.. 
do not mean to tire my good friend the Auditor; z it will not take him up much. 
time ; but 1 will beg him to count them, and tell me how many fears he has 
found! in all the numbers of the North Briton. I deſpiſe {0 pitiful an evaſion.” 


The laws of my country are my protection; my only patron is the PuBLic, | to 


which I will ever make my appeal, and hold it ſacred. I would not uſe any : 
fears, though 1 could diſpoſe them as judiciouſly, and in as proper numbers, as 
that amazing comic genius 277 ifiram Shandy z unleſs indeed Tt meant them to the 
fame comic purpoſe. TE e kc 


1 
* 
' 


1 121 


Numb. XXI. Saturday, Oct. 233 1762. 


Semper'th ego AUDITOR tantum, nunquamne reponam An 


"Still ſhall I hear, and never quit the ſcore ? «bs, 5 ( 7 | 
Ju VENALs:; 


8 the attack which was made on the zoth of September by my coo freud | 
the AUDITOR, on a gentleman ef known reputation, took its riſe entirely 

from a ſuppoſition of that gentleman's being concerned in this paper, and con- 
ſequently oppoſed to falſehood and the AupiToR, we think it our duty to take” 
every occaſion, which offers, of giving the injured party the moſt public oppot= 


tunities of vindicating his innocence, and expoſing to general contempt a 


writer, who hath, in the moſt poſitive manner, aſſerted facts, which, when called 


vpon, he hath not even attempted to prove, and broached a rank and infamous 


falſehood, which he hath neither courage to maintain, nor honeſty to acknow- 
ledge. Two reaſons there were indeed which induced us to wiſh that this 


affair 
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affair might not have been canvaſſed, that it might be conſidered as the lie of 
the day, and, like many other inſtances of the Aupixroz's happy invention, 
been wholly diſregarded, 'The one was the character of the gentleman at whom 
the ſlander was pointed, and the other the character of the writer by whom it was 
directed. All who knew the firſt, muſt immediately have declared him incapa- 
ble of ſuch behaviour ; and all who knew the laſt, muſt have acknowledged him 
capable of ſaying or doing any thing which was diſingenuous or mean. On theſe 
accounts it was impoſſible. the.ſtory ſhould ever meet with credit; and therefore 
we could have wiſhed it had paſſed unnoticed ; but ſince our correſpondent is 
of a different opinion, and a ſtrict and delicate ſenſe of honour determines him 
to make as public a vindication of his innocence as the nature of the caſe will 
admit, we with great chearfulneſs inſert the e genuine letters. 


To the Rev. Dr. BURTON, Head-Maſter of Wend rid-Coliicr, 


I. Wischsrk, OZ. 19. 


AM really ſorry that it is now become neceſſary for me to make another ap- 

plication. to you in relation to the charge ſuppoſed to be brought againſt me 
Is the AUDITOR of the 3oth of September. The name of a young gentleman * 
under your care has been publicly made uſe of to give ſanction to a falſehood, 
and to blaſt a character, which I have to ſay, not the ſlighteſt {tain of diſhonour 
has ever ſpotted. I am conſcious of the moſt perfect innocence as to every arti- 
cle of this charge, and J deſire that the proof of this may be as public as the 
accuſation has been. One natural and ob / ious method of coming at the truth 
is certainly by an examination of the youth himſelf. I beg moſt earneſtly that 
this may be in the preſence of yourſelf, and the young gentlemen of the college; 
and, being thus accuſed, I ſhould hope to be indulged with being at the exami- 
nation. I am ſatisfied that the young gentleman will not to my face advance 
ſo groſs an untruth, as that he has had one moment's converſation with me, ſince 
Sir Francis Daſauood left Wincheſter in the ſpring. Sir Francis will do me the 
juſtice of telling the world, how civil and obliging, and how becoming us both, 
were the very few converſations we "Had together, and they all paſſed in his | 
preſence. | 
Give me leave, Sir, to remind you, that a very few weeks ago a complaint 
Was made to me of an inſult offered to the young gentlemen 'of the college 
'by ſome ſoldiers of the Buckinghamſhire regiment, which I have the honour of 
commanding. I made the moſt immediate enquiry, and found the complaint to 
have been well founded. I ordered a very exemplary puniſhment, which was 
in part inflicted ; the reſt, at the requeſt of yourſelf and the young gentlemen, 
was remitted. By my expreſs orders pardon was aſked of the college in a public 
manner. I hope, that injured as I am, I ſhall be indulged in the requeſt I 
make of an enquiry into ſo heinous a charge brought againſt me, and ſaid to be 
ſupported by a young gentleman under your care. Truth and juſtice make this 
ſtrong claim for me, and from the fairneſs of Dr. Burton's character, I am 
perſuaded that he will not ſuffer the leaſt failure of juſtice, and that I ſhall 
meet with the only two things, J aſk, candour and impartiality. 

What I have propoſed, muſt, I think, ſtrike a ſenſible mind as a dab 
method of finding out the truth. That evidence would be direct; the collateral 
evidence is as full as I could with. Dr. Brock/e/iy, phyſician to the army, has 
given the ſtrongeſt written teſtimony in my juſtification, I incloſe his account of 
a ſtrange political dialogue, which paſſed in the bookſeller's ſhop here, at which 
only the young gentleman, the doctor, and the bookſeller were preſent. I be- 
lieve this gave riſe to the fable in the AupITOR. The evidence of the book- 
:ſeller will be found as expreſs as the doctor's ; no other perfon, by both their 
accounts, was preſent, I am moſt anxious for the examination of the yeung 
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2 ni eman in any manner you chuſe (but J hope that it will be public), becauſe 


it is whiſpered that he affirms ſome of the particulars of the charge, which the 


Auditor has ſo finely cooked up. I declare upon my honour, that every particu- 
lar of the charge is falſe, Iwill now juſt hint what I imagine, from all J have 
heard, is the real ſtate of the fact. The youth has very frequently in the 
bookſeller” \ 


ſhop abuſed me in the groſſeſt terms. He knew ſo little of 
me, as to be afraid, if I heard of his behaviour, that I ſhould complain to you; 


and he dreaded the puniſhment he thought muſt follow. To ſave himſelf he 
has invented this curious tale, the falſity of which in every particular he knows 
better than any body. If this ſhould appear to be the caſe, as I am perſuaded. 


it will, I will venture to ſay that it will give the noble lord his father more real 
concern than all the papers together, which have been — againſt him for 
the laſt twelvemonth. 

Lou, Sir, have with ſo juſt applauſe formed the tender minds of youtl to 
the nobleſt principles, and with ſuch ſucceſs have ſown the ſeeds of virtue and 
honour, that I need not ſay how dear and precious to a liberal mind good fame is, 


The faireſt virtue cannot eſcape calumny; but every man who has it in his 
power, 1s, by what ought to be the moſt cogent of all motives," a ſtrict e 


to juſtice, called upon to vindicate injured innocence. 


All the papers have referred to are incloſed. 1 beg 75 to peruſe chem at t your 
leiſure, and afterwards to return them to me. 


1 am, with great dees, 
e , 
a Your a humble ſervant, 
3 5 1 "JOHN WILKES. 


To Corexzx WILKE ES. 
SI R, 


W I had the honour of 63 you in my lodgings, 2 aequainted you 
with my reſolution, that I would not concern myſelf i in the affair: at 
the ſame time aſſured you I would not read any public papers relating to it. I 


have the honour to be with the greateſt regard, 
RO re Fo. Your molt. obedient. kwbble REY 
Tueſday Merning | IH OH N B U RT O N. 


However willing we ſhall be, on all occaſions, to comply with the deſires of 
our correſpondents, we cannot by any means agree, as fred, in the preſent 


caſe, to lay theſe letters before the public, and leave each reader to make his 


own obſervations. We would not even wiſh to prevent our readers from 


having their opinions, but \ we never can conſent to be tied up from giving 


our own. 

Through the whole letter to the Maſter of Wincheſter college, there i is a 
nice ſenſe of honour, a proper ſpirit of reſentment, and that earneſt deſire of an 
explanation, which truth is as deſirous to obtain, as guilt and falſhood are 
careful to avoid. The requeſt of a meeting with the young gentleman, under 
the circumſtances there mentioned, is highly reaſonable; it is what the injured 
party certainly has a right to expect, and what the maſter could not for an 
good reaſons refuſe; to which indeed we impute the beautiful -brevity of his 
epiſtle, the general terms in which his refuſal is couched, and the peremptory 
manner in which he ſhuts up every avenue to a fair and open explanation. I 
ſhould be glad to know what the cautious and difcreet maſter of that College 
would have thought, if, on his complaint againſt the ſoldier, the colonel had 


given an anſwer in his own way, and had poſitively told him, in his own 


words, that he would not concern himſelf in the affair. This I think is nearly a, 
ſimilar caſe, The perſon ſuppoſed to have raiſed this ſtory laid the ſcene of it 
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in a place and at a time when he was immediately under the direction of the 


maſter, and accountable to him for any miſbehaviour. On what principles 
therefore he can avoid taking cognizance of the affair I cannot ſee, unleſs he 
conſiders himſelf appointed only as an inſtructor in languages, as one who has 
no charge of the heart, nothing to do with the morals of his pupils, and 
equally unconcerned whether they tread the paths of honour, or give themſelves 
up to vice and meanneſs. Had the nteeting required in this letter been agreed 
to, and let me ſay the honour of the young Gentleman himſelf, iF innocent, 
ſeemed loudly to demand it, the firſt riſe and whole progreſs of this affair had 


been laid open, the public had been ſatisfied, the innocent cleared, and the 


guilty given up to that contempt they Jeſetves ; but ſince this is denied, we 
ſhall venture to give our opinions of the whole tranſaction, _ of the per- 
ſons concerned. 

The young Gentleman, with a firit which, every thing conſidered, is per- 
haps not to be diſapproved, had thrown out much abuſe againſt Colonel Wilkes, 


and either through fear of puniſhment, as our correſpondent candidly inti- 


mates, or through a youthful warmth of diſpoſition, and a deſire of acquiring 
the reputation of reſolution, invents a conference which never paſſed, ſubſtitut- 
ing Colonel Wilkes, in the place of Doctor Brockleſby, and adapting circumitances | 
to that ingenious transformation. | 
The AUDITOR (whoſe connexions with all the great a in the . 
give him an opportunity of coming at private anecdotes) heard a plain, ple, hs 
and unvarniſhed tale; but having been charged by us with want of invention, 


determined at once to prove the falſeneſs of that charge and gratiſy his malice. 


The decorations of the ſtory therefore we may with much reaſon place to his 
account. The original falſhood, which was the ground work of all, is perhaps 


the property of the noble youth; the many incoherent fictions which were 


raiſed upon it, are W embelliſhments added * the AUDITOR for his own 
credit. 

Colonel I/ilkes, conſcious of his own innocence, immediately took the 
alarm: he made a public declaration of his innocence; he called upen the Au- 
DITOR, but in vain, to bring proofs of his aſſertion; he appealed to Sir Francis 
Daſkwood, with relation to his behaviour to the gentleman ſome months ſince ; 
he called upon Doctor Brackle/by to declare what he knew of it, who with all 
that honeſt readineſs which became a man of honour, not only exculpate him, 


but gave a probable account of the riſe of the fable; he even dared, which 


nothing but conſcious innocence would have dared, to appeal to the bookfeller 


who lived on the very ſpot, who was declared by the young gentleman himſelf, 5 


to have been preſent during the convei ſation, and who. in the ſtrongeſt 
terms bore witneſs to the falſchood of the charge; and laſtly he begged, 


which I think he had a right to infiſt on, to have a perſonal meeting, and to be 


brought face to face with his accuſer. But this the prudent Maſter thought fit 
to reſuſe. It doth not appear indeed, either from Colonel Wiltess letter to Dr. 
Burton or from his anſwer, that any reaſons were given for that refuſal. I muſt 
however have too good an opinion of a gentleman, placed at the head of Min- 
cheſter ſchool, to think that he acted without reaſon; his very ſituation implies 
znderflanding, though we have formerly met with eme inſtances where it did not 
include integrity. The intereſt of his ſchool, as well as the honour of his pupil, 
ſeem to exact a very different behaviour from that which the Doctor purſued, 
and yet I cannot believe that a maſter of Mincheſter ſchool could act without 
reaſon. I am afraid indeed, that in theſe conſiderations I have overlooked the 
moſt material point, and thinking only of public concerns have forgot that the 
Doctor had a private intereſt of his own, which, however, I have a ſaving faith, 

the Doctor will never forget. He will ever diſtinguiſh between perſons in, and 
out of power; between a Colonel engaged in the barren cauſe of Liberty almoſt 
alone, and a favourite with a troop of flaviſh courtiers at his heels, and biſbop- 
ricks at his command. Motives of this Kind prevented the clearing up this, as 


# they 
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they have many other affairs of a like nature, and ſuch conſiderations prevailed, 
for ſuch only they cauld be, as intereſt might ſuggeſt, but . honour would 
always deſpiſe, 


Numb. XXII. Saturday, Oct. 30, 176 2. 


Verſus inopes rerum, nugæquæ canoræ. 5 Hor. 
Words void of ſenſe, high wrought with trifling ſounds, 
s our attention to the AUDITOR hath too often drawn: us from our original 


deſign, and conſiderations of a public nature have been ſuſpended for 
matters of private concern, we ſhall once more treſpaſs on our political reader, 


though with much better reaſon, and introduce to his acquaintance thoſe muſes, 


whom modern bards have taught us to conſider as ſtrangers to every thing which 
paſſes in the world, as exiles from the cabinet, and'fit only to wander in ſhady 


groves and flowery meads. The“ gentleman to whom we are obliged for the 


following poem, ſeems to think very differently; and as we know no one who 
is better acquainted with thoſe ladies than himſelf, we ſhall certainly pay great 


reſpec to his judgment, eſpecially when we have ſo e a Proof ow it, as that 


which we now preſent to the public. 
It hath always been cuſtomary, and never with greater n than at EY 


to conſider the birth of a prince as a national bleſſing, as a cement of love and 


duty betwixt the king and his people, and a pledge of their future happineſs to 


ſucceeding ages. In conſequence of this opinion we always find addreſſes flying 
on ſuch occaſions to the throne from every part of the nation, aſſurances of 
fidelity and proteſtations of joy are given in all the pomp-of laboured language, 
and with all that awful form which ſuch a ſolemnity requires. The common 
dull multitude are contented with humble proſe, and ſatisfied if they ſpeak ſo as 
to be underſtood, and to expreſs the warmth and ſincerity of their affection; 
but from our two univerſities, thoſe ſeminaries of true virtue and ſound learning, 
thoſe bright and glorious luminaries of the literary world, ſomething more is 
required, ſomething of a ſublimer nature, ſomething which may ſhew their 
ſuperiority over the vulgar herd, and for this end the muſes are calieda in to con- 
ſecrate their offerings. 
On theſe ocenfans we have often frm. anka not without: great c concern, whole 
pages together cold and fulſome; the dull mechanical part of ver ſemanſhip 
indeed is found, but the ſpirit of true poetry is wanting; and, every thing con- 


fidered, how ſhould it be otherwiſe? In one of theſe ſeats of learning the 


muſes are looked on with an evil eye, and in both perſons are from ſituation 
compelled to write, who are chilled by age, who either were never acquainted 


with poetry at all, or have for many years bid adieu to it. Hence, and for | 


ſome other reaſons, which our readet's penetration will naturally. ſuggeſt to him, 
this poetical tribute is ſcarcely worth the acceptance of the prince, and reflects 
but little credit on that reſpectable: 'body by whom it is preſented. To remedy 
this is the deſign of the preſent poem, in which'the heads of colleges may learn 
once more the rules of verſes, may ſee and rectify former miſtakes, and make 


their next offering worthy the acceptance of that great perſonage whom they 


mean to congratulate. 
In ſpite of ſome little ſeverity which our r poet ſhews i in the following perform- 


.ance, we muſt . think his obſervations generally juſt; but SAFE] is one Ws. 


2 Robert Ties, Eſq. 
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which he hath not taken notice of, undoubtedly calculated to give every lover of 
literature true pleaſure. In theſe Kolle ade 8 we often ſt the names of NOBLES 
affixed to particular copies, and from thence may reſt aſſured either that they 
have not forgotten to write, or, if __ have, are unwilling * the world 
ſhould know it. 

As a NoRTH BRITON we cannot help obſerving the preſumption of the poet, 
who has included our Scottiſh univerſities, and dared to preſcribe rules to men 
who are fit to give law to the world; /ignorantly: ebnſil ering our great ſeminaries 
as on a footing with thoſe antiquated names, OxyorD and CAamBRIDGE. Our 
taſte for poetry is well known, and ſuch performances we could produce as 
would ſtagger credibility, We muſt >caution-our: reader-therefore to conſider 
every thing in the following piece which is pointed againſt the Scots, as the 
effects of prejudice and poetical fiction; and to juſtify him in this opinion we 
ſhall hereafter, in a dearth of politics, preſent him with ſome compoſitions 
lately tranſmitted to us from that nation, which will thow n as 1 ſuperior 
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THE POETRY PROFESSORS. 


Or. elan has not lo But pray r, = 
And GROROE the good- has got an heir, 
A royal babe, a PRINcE of WALEs. 
—Poets ! I pity all your nails— _ 
What reams of paper will be ſpoil'd 
+, What graduſes be daily ſoil'd 
+ By inky fingers, greaſy. thumbs, - 
«x73 Ws ni the word that never comes. 
_ P No Academics pump their wits, - 
_ bed laſh in vain their lazy tiers © - 3 
+» In vain they whip, and laſh, and ſpur, 

The callous jades will never ſtir ; 
Nor can they reach Parnaſſus hill, 
Try every method which they will. 
wm Nay, ſhou'd the tits get on for once, 
aach rider is ſo grave a dunce, 
That, as I've heard good judges ſay, 

It's ten to one they'd loſe their way. 
Tho' not one wit beſtrides the back 
» 1. Of uſeful drudge, ycteped hack, 

8 But ine bred things of mettled blood, 

Pick d from Apollo's royal ud, 

reel, Roman, nay Arabian ſeeds, 

Or thoſe our mother country breeds; 

Some ride ye in, and ride ye out, 

And to come home go round about, 

Nor on the green ſwerd, nor the road, 

And that I think they call an Ops. 

Some take the pleaſant country air, 

And ſmack their whips and drive a pair, 
Each horſe with bells which chink and chime, © 

And ſo they march—and that is rhime, 
Some copy with prodigious ſkill = 
Phe figures of a buttery-bill, 

Which with great folks of erudition 

Shall paſs for Coptic or Phænician. 
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While ſome, as patriot love prevails, | 3 
To compliment a Prince of Wales, . 
Salute the royal babe in Welſh, I 
= And ſend forth gutturals like a belch. = 4 4 
; What pretty things imagination 0 : 
= Wil) fritter out in adulation! 
| The Pagan gods ſhall viſit earth 7 
1.20 To triumph in a Chriſtian's birth. 4 
{vl While claſſic poets, pure and chaſte, 5 
{4 Of trim and academic TASTE, by 2 
= Shall lug them in by head and ſhoulders, A 
144 To be or ſpeakers, or beholders. 4 
2 Maxs ſhall preſent him with a lance, 3 
| To humble Spain and conquer France; y 1 
155 The Graces, buxom, blithe, and „ 8. 3 
{a Shall at his cradle dance the: Hh, i E | 
= And Venvs, with her train of Loves, \ 1 
4 Shall bring a thouſand pair of doves, 
vi To bill, to coo, to whine, to ſqueak, 
3 Through all the dialects of Greet. 
| How many ſwains of claflic breed, 
1 Shall deftly tune their cater reed, 
i And bring their Doric nymph to town, 
1 To ſing their meaſures up and down, . 
Ly In notes alternate, clear and ſweet, | ; 
Like ballad-fingers in a ſtreet! 


While thoſe who graſp at reputation, 
From imitating imitation, 
Shall hunt each cranny, nook, and creek, 
For precious fragments in the Greek, 
And rob the ſpital, and the waſte 
For ſenſe, and ſentiment, and taſte. 
What Latin hodge-podge, Grecian haſh, 
With Hebrew roots, and Engliſh traſh, 
Shall academic cooks produce. 
For preſent ſhow, and future uſe! 
FELLOows! who've ſoak'd away their knowledge, 
In J/eepy reſidence at college, 
Whoſe lives are like a ſtagnate pool, 
Muddy and placid, dull and cool ; 
Mere drinking, eating; ; eating, drinking ; 
With no impertinence of thinking ; 
Who lack no farther erudition, 
Than juſt to ſet an impoſition, 
To cramp, demoliſh, and diſpirit, 
Each true begotten child of merit; 
Cenſors who in the day's broad light 
Puniſh the vice they act at night; 
Whoſe charity with ſelf begins, 
Nor covers others venial ſins; 
But that their feet may lafely tread, 
Take up hypocriſy inſtead, X 
As knowing that muſt always hide 
A multitude of fins beſide, 
Whoſe ruſty wit is at a ſtand, 
Without a fre/hman at their hand ; 
(Whoſe ſervice muſt of courſe create 
The juſt return of ſev'n- fold hate) 
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Lord! that ſuch good and uſeful” men 
Should ever turn to books agen? 
Yet matters muſt be gravely plann'd 
And ſyllables on fingers ſcann'd, 
And racking pangs rend lab'ring head, 
Till Lady Muſe is gone to bed: 
What hunting, changing, tolling, ſweating, 
To bring the uſeful epithet in! 


See No. XXVI. 
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Numb. XXIII. Saturday, Nov. 6, 1762. 


Now call we our high court of Parliament, 
And let us chuſe ſuch limbs of noble counſel, 
That the great body of our ſtate may go 
In equal rank with the beſt govern'd nation; 
That war, or peace, or both, at once may de 
"Ma things acquainted or familiar to us. 


SHAKESPEARE. 


H E name of Parliaments is deſervedly dear, and the meeting of them 

matter of reaſonable joy to every true Engliſhman. The very mention 
of them recalls to our thoughts the noble ends for which they were eſtabliſhed, 
and the various means by which, at different times and under different circum- 
ſtances, our anceſtors have happily obtained them. What glorious ſtands have 
they often made for liberty ! How reſolutely have they reſiſted, how ſucceſsfully 
baMed, the daring attempts of arbitrary monſters | How often, and with what 


_ perſeverance, have they purſued and brought to juſtice corrupt miniſters, en- 
deavouring in vain to ſcreen themſelves behind the throne ! How ready, on the 


other hand, have we found them to ſupport the dignity and prerogative of the 
crown in its due extent! How zealous to forward every good and national deſign ! 
How unanimous in ſtrengthening the hands of an upright adminiſtration |! I In 
the laſt point of view only we have had the happineſs to conſider them for ſome 
years, Bleſt with a king, who, born an Engliſhman, glories in the name, 
who conſiders the intereſts of his people as his own, who, poſſeſſed of their 


love, eſteems it the brighteſt jewel in his crown, who approves himſelf the guar- 


dian and not the invader of their liberties, the rage of party hath been happily 
extinguiſhed, and the names by which factions were known are almoſt 
forgotten. Never did monarch expreſs greater ſatisfaction and confidence in his 
parliaments, and never had any monarch greater reaſon for it. Notwithſtand- 
ing the inſinuations thrown out by ſome peſtilent movers of ſedition, I truſt that 
in the enſuing, as in preceding parliaments, we ſhall find the ſame good under- 


ſtanding and harmony, which alone has been the cauſe of our preſent happineſs, 


and which alone can render it laſting. The very calling of a parliament is in 
itſelf a ſymptom of ſanity in our ſtate, It implies either that there are no juſt 
grounds of complaints, or that, if there are, the prince is ready to hear and to 
redreſs them, when that reſpectable body is aſſembled, who have an immediate 
right of laying their grievances before the throne. 

As our affairs are now ſituated, when not only our preſent Hella but our 
future proſperity, ſeems to turn upon a moment, when matters of the moſt in- 


tereſting nature call for conſideration, when buſineſs of the laſt conſequence is 


to be me, and there is fo little time to do it in, I will not, I cannot believe, 
that 


1 —————— — — 
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that even that little ſhall be made leſs by the *proregation of parliament. Let 
the enemies of the adminiſtration pretend what they will, I muſt here be an in- 


fidel, I muſt conſider it as one of thoſe many lying reports which the ſons of 


ſedition induſtriouſly propagate, and with which they endeavour to embroil pub- 
lic affairs, merely to ſerve their: private intereſts, What! on the eve of a peace, 
and of ſuch a peace as muſt either eſtabliſh or ruin us for ever, (for in our pre- 
ſent ſituation, loaded as we are with an enormous debt, there appears no alter- 


native, ) ſhall the great council of the nation be poſtponed ? True it is, that 
although they ſupply the ſinews of the war, they have no right to make peace; 


but they have an undoubted right of examining into the peace when made, 
and if it ſhall be found diſhonourable and diſadvantageous, a circumſtance well 
deſerving ſerious conſideration at this time, they have an undoubted right alſo 
of calling the adviſers of it to a ſevere account. If the peace be ſuch as re- 


dounds to the advantage of this nation, no matter by whom it is made. Scot 


and Engliſhman 1 in that reſpect are the ſame, and matters of leſs conſequence 
may remain tò be debated afterwards at leiſure; but if it ſhall be inadequate to 


our great ſucceſſes, unequal to thoſe hopes which we have juſtly formed of 


ſecuring and enlarging our commerce, of ſtraitening the enemy in their marine, 


and depriving them of thoſe nurſeries. of ſeamen, which alone have enabled 


them to carry on the war, then let the adviſers of it turn back to paſt ages, and, 
from the examples of others, learn to tremble for themſelves. 

If we enquire into the cauſe of that diſſatisfaction which at preſent prevails, 
andexamine the grounds on which the opinion of our having a bad peace is found- 


ed, at a time when we have all the right in the world to expect the peace to be 


good, we ſhall find a diſtruſt of the preſent miniſtry either as to abilities or in- 
tegrity, or both, to be the real ſource of this diſcontent. The word favourite 
hath been artfully buzzed about to inflame our minds, which, without any com- 


ments on it, are apt enough to take fire even at the name. The ideas which an 
Engliſhman forms on the very mention of that word are ſuch as inſpire him with 
ſuſpicion: he looks back to paſt times, he there ſees the fatal conſequences 
which have ariſen, when private affection hath taken the lead of public conſide- 


rations, and he immediately applies it to his own time. However clearly he 


may ſee the right of the ſovereign to appoint his own ſervants, yet when they 


are appointed to ſuch offices as are of a public nature, he cannot, nor indeed 
ought he to be eaſy, if he' thinks they are unequal to the places which they 
fill, and that the nation may be injured by them. As no people ever ſuffered 


more by favourites, we are the more excuſable if we carry this point to exceſs, 


if our fears are ſometimes quicker than reaſon warrants, and the event juſtifies : 


knowing how ſeverely we have ſmarted from their laſh formerly, we figure to 


our minds the ſame effects now. We are convinced of the Far of of Shakeipeare” s 
obſerva ation, | | 


That man that fits within a monarch's heart, 
And ripens in the ſunſhine of his favour, 
Would he abuſe the count*nance of the king, 
Alack, what miſchiefs ans oof he ſet W 
In ſhadow of ſuch greatneſs ! b 


Our ä immediately take the alarm, we fancy ourſelves ready to 
become woeful inſtances of the influence of a favourite; we ſee his power, and 
we infer his inclination to do evil. Nor are theſe fears leſſened when we con- 


ſider the obje& of them as of a different nation; for, notwithſtanding the 


Union, the rigid friends of Old England have not yet taught themſelves 
to conſider the Scots as the ſame people, and to compliment them with their 


places and preferments with a good grace. 


® The parliament was prorogued to the 25th of November, 


Another 
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Another cauſe of diſtruſt at this juncture is the influence of Tories turned 
courtiers. Whilſt we could perceive the Whigs, thoſe old and firm friends of 
the conſtitution and of the preſent family on the throne, ſtanding in ſome degree 
of credit, and holding a ſhare in the adminiſtration, we were tolerably eaſy in 
this reſpect; but now that the face of affairs is changed, and they ſeem to be in 
diſgrace, on whom ſhall we rely? The duke of Devonſhire, deſcended from a fa- 
mily, whoſe actions have done honour to their rank, well known for conſtitu- 
tional principles, untainted with baſe conſiderations of intereſt, a ſtranger to 
factious zeal, of acknowledged underſtanding, integrity and moderation, was 
to every true lover of his country a rock on which he might with confidence 
repoſe his truſt, and juſtice might declare that he never would take a part in any 
action which was contrary to the intereſt of his country, or give the ſanction of 
his name to countenance a corrupt adminiſtration. The ſecurity we are now 


deprived -of, and him, whom we could with joy and confidence behold at 
the head of affairs, we ſee diveſted of all authority, but that which his own virtues 


will always give him. On whom then are we to depend? On thoſe old enemies 
of liberty, thoſe abettors of arbitrary power, thoſe ſworn foes of our conſtitution, 
the Tories? Forbid it, heaven! Conſider them as bred up in the rudiments of 
treaſon, 'as continuing faſt to the ſame tenets, even after they came to maturity, 
and were capable of judging for themſelves, as holding their midnight aſſem- 
blies, and ſecretly ſacrificing at the altars of rebellion, as openly ridiculing the 
family on the throne, thwarting every meaſure taken for its eſtabliſhment, and 


in the moſt perilous times fitting down inactive, and with their wiſhes aſſiſting 


thoſe who aimed at the ruin of the ſtate, and whom they would no doubt have 
aſſiſted in a more effectual manner, had not fear prevented. Are theſe men to 
be depended on? Shall we believe that they have changed their way of think- 


feared ; ; if the laſt, it is pain how little they are to be truſted. 


in the hands of M. FOX. 
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ing? We may, when they can ſhew us any good and ſuKizient cauſe for fuch 
change, and point out the reaſons by which they were convinced, Men of 
underſtanding quit not. rooted opinions, which they have maturely weighed, 
examined. and approved, in. which they have perſiſted and juſtified themſelves 
many years, without ſome ſtrong and very convincing reaſon, which brings 
truth home then in a manner not to be reſiſted. But what reaſon can they 
produce, which they had not before tried and rejected? Suſpicion” therefore, 
whether well or ill founded is not the queſtion, will ſuggeſt to us either that 
they have not changed their opinion, and only pretend it, more eaſily to accom- 
pliſh the worſt of purpoſes, or that intereſt alone hath worked the change in 
them. If the firſt of theſe is the caſe, it is obvious how much they are to be 


Another, and indeed the ſtrongeſt reaſon for diſtruſt, is a rumour lately ſpread 
by the emiſſaries of the Aicaffected, and too readily received by the multitude, 
| that the chief direction of affairs is to be given into the hands of that perſon | 
whom every man of honour deſpiſes, and every lover of his country is bound 
to curſe : a rumour, which, if conſidered properly, carries its own refutation 
along with it! Is it poſhble that we ſhould forget the means by which we were 
| brought to the brink of ruin, entirely owing to him? Is it poſſible that we ſhould 
be ignorant how univerſally he is hated, diſtruſted, and deſpiſed ? Can we forget 
his breaches of private faith, and his abuſes of public cruſt? His very enemies 
allow him great abilities, but will his warmeſt friends ſay that he ever employed 
them to any good purpoſe? The greatneſs of his underſtanding ſerves only to 
make the badneſs of his heart more formidable; and to render our apprehenfions 
of him more terrible. Can we then think ſo meanly of the preſent adminiſtra- 
tion, as to imagine they will ever join with ſuch a man, much leſs that they 
will act under his direction? Prejudice itſelf can never believe i it of them; and 
I with much greater pleaſure, and a fuller faith, receive the report, that the 


adminiſtration of affairs is to be lodged, where every true Briton would wiſh it, 
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THE NORTH BRITON. 


Et cantare pares, et reſpondere parati. 


Fqual in ſong, and ready to reply. 


DIALOGUE OF THE LIVING, 
Between Earl BUCHANAN and this: Duke D' OSSUN A. 


E. of . - 
OW, my Tank; the matter is thus——Your apprehenſion is very. lively, 
and you will immediately conceive the force of my ſentiments— The na- 


tion is in want of a peace, and a peace it ſhall have, if I have any influence; 


and your grace, as I mentioned to you within, is the. perſon appointed for this 


glorious work our grace's parts, erudition, and extenſive knowledge of the 
true conſtitution and intereſts of your country, clearly prove you the only perſon 
fit for ſo great a deſign—and for France, my Lord, more particularly, as your 


* addreſs, the politeneſs of your manners, and your ſkill in— 


D. of O. I did indeed once learn to dance, my lord; but politics, gravity, 
ſtate affairs, the government of kingdoms, and many other mighty matters, 
have, I am much afraid, 1 that eaſe and ſprightly facetiouſneſs for which 
7 7 go was 


E. of B. Still, my lord: ſtill publicly confeſſed the politeſt man in the king+ 
dom : : but let that paſs ! deteſt flattery, and ftill will adhere to the honeſt 4 
cerity of my country Now to the point, my lord Vour grace is ſenſible that 


a peace is abſolutely neceſſary—that i it muſt be had—had on any terms—that the 
land- tax in particular is abominably heavy, though, thank heaven, your rebel- 


lious, whiggiſh counties pay by far the greateſt, and moſt burdenſome part—the 
nation ruined—beggared—undone by her ſucceſſes France flouriſhing—very 


flouriſhing- quite inexhauſtible---the king of Pruſſia no ſoldier-a Cofſac--- 
a marauder---poor---very poor---PITT no orator---no ſtateſman---a fellow that 


preſumes to be a patriot and--- 
D. of O. All theſe points are very clear, my lord---I fay it---You ſay "ER 


Dick bullies here, and ſwears to it---W hat need of. farther proof ?---But this 
Pr and his damn'd faction raiſe ſuch diſturbances about the fterms of peace, 
and uſe ſo many far-fetched arguments againſt giving up this, and giving up that 


though we do not, yet thoſe fellows in the city require reaſons and proofs--- 
But, my lord, with your inſtructions. I will undertake to--- 


E. of B. You: ſhall have them, my lord; and with them, what may you not 
undertake? You ſhall have them at full: I have committed them to paper for 
the inſtruction ef future ages---If lord Clarendon had not written, in what 


darkneſs had we now been Poſterity ſhall write our panegyric, though faction 
and mechanics, and low-lived. wretches who live by trade decry us---You have 
heard of the ſugar iſlands, my lord---Martinico, Guadaloupe--- | | 
D. of O. I was once a great maſter of geography, my lord; but ſtate affairs 
and politics, and the government of--- The inſtructions at large, my lord--- - 
E. of B. We have, my lord, in our quixotiſm, conquered fix or ſeven little 
iflands, where they make ſugar and rum and ſuch ſtuff---One was conquered in 


my, 
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my time---I am not to be blamed for it---T am not in fault---the turbulent 
penſioner concerted it, and I could not prevent it---He ſign'd every ſingle order 
about it--- Theſe iſlands are not worth one farthing, if we conſider the real value 
of things---they - increaſe. our ſugar-trade ; . that is granted: but ſugar is a 
promoter of diſeaſes and luxury it makes many of theſe citizens rich and 
aflume airs of conſequence; the greateſt of evils.!—T he great Dr. Farquharſon- 
is now writing a folio to prove it the ſource of all diſorders; gout, ſtone, phthiſic, 
ſciatica, cholera, hot, cold, wet, and dry diſorders: it is: the ſtrangeſt, the 
vileſt of all compoſitions, filled with all the noxious particles of all the ele- 
ments, and only capable of giving inſpiration to a Creolian Lord Mayor 
The ſugar-cane 1s a paltry plant Dr. Hill only recommends the great virtues - 
of the ſugar-ſtick itſelf, to be drawn out by inward ſuQtion, and, I own, fo far 
nothing in this iſland can equal that plant, but the Carduus Auguſtæ Benedittns. 
Let us therefore give up all the ſugar iſlands to the French; they will grow *- 
encrvated, and full of all thoſe contradictory, hard- named dibbrdere, ſo that 
our poſterity will be able to kick them through the h if they ſhould ever 
wink at us. 
D. ff O. Time flies very faſt, and the mighty French peer, my lord 

E. FB. I underſtand you, my lord the reſt of the inſtructions Now for Ca- 
nada, a miſerable, wretched country; we muſt keep it; we muſt ſometimes gratify 
the mobile: they get furs there, my lord to uſe 3 for warmth is ſurely a ſcan- 
dalous invention! "In. Scotland, my lord ! we have hardly ſuch a thing: if any 
lady there be ſo nice as to require artificial warmth, . we. have cats and dogs for 
the purpoſe. Thus we encourage our native munufacticres ; and the delicious 
roughneſs of thoſe animals ſkins promotes that friction which---But ſuch deli- 
cacy is rarely found in our hardy, naked-thighed country---Let us avert this 
plague——They ſhall have Louiſiana, a noble country! they ſhall cheat Ca- 
nada of its fur trade; and thus, without drawing on ourſelves the leaſt odium, 
we ſhall defeat the * of our enemies, baniſh this unnatural effeminacy | 
from our nation, and throw it with double weight, f in e with pernicious. 
ſugar, on the conſtitutions of our enemies, 

D. of O. But ſurely, my lord, humanity ſhould prevent— 

E. of B. They ſhall have them, and they ſhall be crippled with the gout and 
a legion of other diſorders. We have ſome provinces in North As in- 
habited by merchants, planters, and a thouſand various ſpecies of muſhrooms 
they are rich — too rich very rich—— their trade promotes ours 
they ruin their mother- country we abound in trade, we muſt clip it my lord: 
we muſt act like ſkilful-gardeners; and prune the une e {hall cure 
this evil alſo; we ſhall leave the French at their back; they will leave them 
no time to plod on in the inglorious road of riches. Beſides, between you and 
me, the ſeat of empire may be transferred, if they grow too powerful and 
America give laws to the univerſe---That ſhall not happen while I am at the 
helm, if the French incendiaries in their rear are of any effect. It is a great 
rule in politics, that colonies and dependent countries ſhould be kept poor; not 


to raiſe their heads or wag: their tongues, left they ſhould ſpit at their mother. 
| me | 


D. of O. I am 3 of the jultneſs of ſuch "ties: : your | ahi well 
3 that was the foundation of my conduct in Ireland, We which I acquired 
ſo * glory. 

E. of B. As the firſt of viceroys; my dear lord---Chefterfield was beloved 3 
that is nothing ;——-you were reverenced and dreaded. Awe and fear are the 
real marks of eſteem, Our conqueſts in the Eaſt-Indies ſignify not a bawbee; 
ſpice, china, arrack, and all their other commodities are worſe than nothing; 
pimps to luxury and nouriſhers of wickedneſs. The Eaſt India company in- 
deed may cry out: let them cry out; they are haughty merchants, and too 
rich already We will give them all up — FSaltpetre is the chief ingredient 
in gunpowder, gunpowder is uſed in war, we hate war, therefore we muſt hate 
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the trade that furniſhes us with it; and that trade is the Eaft-India trade, and 


therefore we muſt 
D. of O. My Lord, the time--- 
E. of B. As I was ſiying——indeed, my lord, you have ſpoiled my argument: : 


quite ſpoiled the connexion---I have been at it all this morning---lt is called a 


Sorites, my lord, .and OE: infinite clearneſs to deduce ſuch ts, chain 
of- 


D. of O. The inſtructions, as you ſay, my lord, are pretty long; but I ſhalt 


remember them—We are poor—ruined—beggared—ſugar 1 is— 

E. of B. I have not been deceived in my choice. Your grace 1s endued with 
great quickneſs of penetration But to recapitulate all We are ruined and un- 
done; our trade is too great, and our merchants too rich: theſe may ſeem con- 
tradictory to the vulgar, my lord, but you ſee clearly the logical diſtinction. 


We want peace —we muſt have it The French are inexhauſtible they will 
deſtroy us entirely---we ſhall periſh like Pyrrhus or Gaſton de Foix---We are 


tormented by factions- half the ſubjects of this part of the kingdom are traitors: 
---we nouriſh a brood of vipers in our own boſom---our colonies are too flouriſh- 


ing---trade in too great an extent has been our ruin—the Benedictines muſt have 
their fiſh ; aye, and ſo muſt the Bernardines—the French muſt prick the quakers 


of Penſylvania in the backſide; they muſt, and others too, to baniſh riches and 


 indolence---ſugar, furs, china, arrack, ſaltpetre, ſhall be baniſhed from my com- 


monwealth : I will imitate Plato in this as in other things—theſe are the argu- 


ments for our peace, and yet, clear as they are, theſe cockneys will preſume to 


controvert and examine them—O ! that I muſt be doomed to watch over the 


caprices of furriers, ſugar-boilers, cod-merchants, planters, rum-diſtillers, 


freighters, importers, and haughty Eaſt India directors 
D. of O. I am perſuaded, my lord, when they hear theſe arguments ſo clearly 
ſtated, not one of them will murmur they know their own intereſts, and muſt 


be bogs . how ſafe they will be in your hands- 


E. of B. My lord, you revive me I began to have a little fit of the ſpleen, 
and to think of ſome unlucky conſequences which may attend---but, my lord 
duke, they are not blind---they muſt, as you ſay, ſee their own intereſts--- 
when this hurry is over, how happy ſhall we be in recapitulating theſe matters--- 
I once had a defign---and ſtill will purſue---Grotzzus was a foreign fellow, who 


wrote about war and peace---ſhall we not join, my lord,---after your return, 
when this negotiation ſhall prove to the world our political talents, ſhall we not 


ſit down and confute the blockhead ?---Our De Fure belli & Pacis ſhall live for 
% and be the teſt of true policy for our poſterity. _ 
D. of O. Your lordſhip may expect my aſſiſtance in every thing---Grotius i is 


an ignorant puppy- one of the king of Pruſſia's privy counſellors, or ſome of 
his 2 hackney- writers, I preſume it is a nation of 1 ignorance | 


E. of B. My lord, it is time to depart--- The family compact is nothing tous 


| 3 or four gentlemen of the firſt quality in Europe, and near relations, take 
| it into their heads to be alſo very ſtrict friends- nothing to us---as to the little 


trifling ſpots of the globe, Senegal, Minorca, Goree, Belleiſle, &c. we may keep 


| ſome of them, it ſignifies not which---the reſt are intirely at your ſervice to 

diſpoſe of- remember, my lord, —-trade the bane of our nation ! | 

D. J C. I ſhall remember, my lord—we wall n not be overburdened---your 
lordſhip's moſt humble ſervant. 
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M. CaTonis ſplendorem maculare voluerunt, ignari quid gravitas, quid inte- 
gritas, quid magnitudo animi, quid denique virtus valeret; quæ in tempeſtate 
ſæva quieta eſt, et lucet in tenebris, et pulſa loco manet tamen, atque hæret 
in patria, 1 88 per ſe ſemper, neque alienis * ſordibus obſoleſcit. 

'CICERo. 


They wanted to ſally the virtue of M. Caro, ignorant how much gravity, how 
much integrity, how much greatneſs of ſoul, how much, in ſhort, virtue 
avails, which amidſt the raging ſtorm is tranquil, and gives light in the dark, 
and though forced from its place, ſtill remains firm, and adheres cloſely to 
its country, and ſhines always of itſelf, nor is ever polluted with the dirt of 


others. 


\NV Y and calumny have in every age been the attendants on ſuperior virtue. 
The world has at all times been curſed with ſome evil and malignant ſpirits, 
who, inſtead of being fired with noble emulation at the great actions even of 
their own countrymen, have repined at their glories, and wept in the midſt of 
the grateful acclamations of a whole people. The hero of Milton ſhed ſuch 
tears of virtue at the view of the happy ſtate of our firſt parents. Their next 
ſtep is an attempt to ruin the proſperity, which they envy; or effectually to de- 
| troy all the noble fruits which would have accrued from any divine ſucceſſes in | 
which they had no ſhare. In ſome inſtances, which could be mentioned from 
former periods of the Engliſh hiſtory, every mean art has been employed, and 
every diſhonourable and reproachful method made uſe of, not only to diſgrace 
and ruin the nation at that time, but to prevent poſterity from bleſſing the me- 
mory of a great patriot, who wiſhed to have entailed on his country dignity, 
wealth, and empire. I am ſure the ſagacious reader will immediately apprehend 
that I muſt mean to allude to the great duke of Marlborough, and the four laſt 
years cf queen Anne, when the faction of the Teries patched up the infamous, 
and, in the ſtile of that time, the felonious peace of Utrecht, (ſo inadequate to the 
ſucceſſes of that war) the miſchiefs of which we have ever ſince moſt ſeverely 
felt. Almoſt every thing won from the French by the wiſdom or valour of a 
M hig adminiftration, theſe vipers, bred and nouriſhed in the boſom of our coun- 
try, ſacrificed to France from a luſt of power, and the intereſted views of their 
faction, ever propitious and favourable to the 8 of the antient enemy of 
this kingdom. | : | 
Ihn great ſouls the virtuous deeds even of a rival or an enemy have kindled the 
fame noble flame. After Miltiades had gained the battle of Marathon, Themi/to- 
cles gave up all the diſſipated pleaſures of an irregular youth, and applied himſelf | 
folely to public affairs, declaring that he could not fleep for the trophies of Miltiades. 
To this generous emulation in the carreer of glory his country was indebted for 
the important victory at Salamis, and in conſequence for the preſervation of the 
liberties of all Greece. 

In little, narrow, ſelfiſh minds, the effe&t is directly oppoſite, Inſtead of 
covering himſelf with fair laurels, won in the cauſe of virtue, the vulgar wretch 
will endeavour to blaſt or ſteal others, which a generous mind would think almoſt 
equal to ſacrilege. The conqueſt of Martinique was undoubtedly the honeſt 
fame and juſt applauſe of the late miniſtry ; yet ſome of the preſent hackney 
hürelings (though ſo often convicted by the ſtubborn evidence of facts and dates) 
are ſtill aſcribing the whole merit of that conqueſt to the Scottiſi idol whom 
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they worlkip, though it is known that not a ſingle order relative to that noble 


plan iſſued from any one of the Scottiſh faction. The Hawvannah likewiſe ought 


to have been in our poſſeſſion many months ago. If the advice in writing of the 
18th of September had been followed, not only a victorious wreath from Spain had 
decorated a ſacred brow already adofned with French laurels, but what is of in- 
finitely greater importance, the lives of many brave Engliſhmen had been ſaved to 


their families and their country. The real matter of the preſent quarrel with 


Spain ſubſiſted in as full force in September as in January. Is not every man 
of ſenſe in this kingdom convinced, that the preſent adminiſtration were indeed 


very ſhort-ſighted, and at laſt plunged the nation into a Spaniſh war for a trifling 
verbal diſpute, almoſt entirely overlooking all the great matter of the moſt direct 


hoſtile tendency ? The event of this war has been moſt fortunate, moſt glorious 
to England, and every circumſtance concurred to give us victory. The enemy 


we had the moſt reaſon to dread, the ſeaſon, proved favourable beyond what the 
annals of the weſtern world can tell: yet when we recollect that there were only 


2500 men of all the Briti/h troops left capable of real ſervice at the ſurrender of 
the Havannah, as appears from the returns, we muſt congratulate ourſelves on 


our amazing good fortune, no leſs than on the valour and intrepidity of the beſt 
troops, which were ever collected and formed in the American world. 


One great ſource of calumny againſt the late miniſter has been the proſecution 
of the war in Germany. This objection is made to conſiſt of two parts. The 


one reſpects the enormous expence of this war, in the manner it has been carried 


on; the other the fitneſs of engaging at all in that war. As to the 


firſt, L will only ſay that the money department was not that of the late miniſter, 


nor did he ever interfere in it. If the German contractors have defrauded this 


nation of the immenſe ſums they are charged with, let thoſe whoſe particular 
province it was to have examined and checked their accounts, bear the blame. 
Undoubtedly it does not fall within the province of the ſecretary of ſtate for the 
ſouthern department. As to the fitneſs of the meaſure, I will not now diſcuſs 
that queſtion. I ſhall only obſerve, that the firſt treaty with the king of Pruſſia 


was ſigned by Mr. Fox, who was then ſecretary of ſtate, on the 16th of Fanuary, 


1756, and was gloried in as the happy conſequence of the Ruſſian and Heſſe- 
Caſſel treaties. Every meaſure ſince that time, reſpecting the war in Germany, 


has been taken in full concert with all the adminiſtration, and in particular with 
lord Bur; yet when this part of the war came to be thought unpopular, the 
odium of that meaſure was entirely thrown on Mr. PTT. I ſhall not forget with 
what wonderful eloquence the moſt intimate friends of lord BUTE barangued on 


this / ngle topic at their private dinners, though only one * gentleman faintly 


oppoſed it in parliament ;, and there in a manner rather calculated to ſave a very 


particular character, than to give mankind the higheſt ideas of his zeal for the 
public. How big with expeCtation was the committee of ſupply in the /a/? par- 
liament, on the motion for 670,000/. to the king of Pruſſia, when Mr. Jos 
"CHARLTON in his pirited and ſhrewd way called upon Sir GEORGE LEE, who 


had riſen indeed, not there to oppoſe the motion, but to go out of the houſe ? A 


roar of laughter enſued, but no oppoſition was made to that motion. The con- 


fidence of mankind in that miniſtry was fo great, that the largeſt ſums ever grant- 
ed by parliament paſſed in a whiſper between a gentleman of the treaſury and the 


chairman. The victory of Rosbach had demonſtrated the zeal and firmneſs of the 
king of Pruſſia to the common cauſe againſt our moſt inveterate enemies, the 


French, and had endeared him, to every true Enghi/hman. He was no leſs the 


favourite of the prince than of the parliament and people, and Leicgſter-houſe was 
known, equally with Sr. James's, to approve every meaſure relative to the German 
war ; for there had been the fulleſt participation, and approbation of all the. 


Sir Francis Daſhnooed every ſeſſion gave us the ſame beautiful annya/ flowers on the Pruſſian treaties, 


counſels 
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counſels reſpecting that important point. Since the acceſſion of our preſent 
moſt gracious ſovereign, it does not appear that there has been any change in 
the German ſyſtem. I rather fear that the nation will believe the preſent mi- 
niſtry is more germanized than any this country has ever had; becauſe their 
greateſt efforts have been made, and their real ſtrength pointed, to ſave Hanover 
and Heſſe, in which they have ſucceeded, but for want of timely and adequate 
ſuccours have loſt almoſt all Portugal, an object of infinitely greater importance 
to this commercial kingdom. We have now for more than two Years been 
Happy under his Majeſty's mild and gracious government, but the German war 
has gone on juſt as it did in the reign of his grandfather ; and I appeal to the 
world, whether any event, but that of peace, was likely to bring the Britiſh © 
troops back to their own country. The noble lords who moved and ſupported 
that queſtion the laſt winter in the upper houſe, found that they made their 
court very ill ; ſome of them ſmarted for the attempt, and all oppoſition to that 
meaſure was ſoon laid aſide, -- | wh 
Another copious ſource of calumny on Mr. Prrr has been the pretended de- 
ſertion of the public at the moſt critical period. I did not expect to have ſeen 
this urged after the great part Mr. Prri acted through the laſt feflion of parlia- 
ment. How nobly did he ſupport the cauſe of his country, and its firm ally, 
the king of Portugal, invaded, contrary to the law of nations, ſolely from his at- 
tachment to England? Did he at any one moment endeavour to ſow the ſeeds of 
diſcord, or to kindle the leaſt ſpark of faction? On the contrary, was not his 
manly eloquence exerted to ſtrengthen the hands of government, to give re- 
ſolution and ſpirit to a feeble and irreſolute adminiſtration, and to endeavour to 
ſave Portugal, not by an ill-timed and penurious, but by the moſt efficacious and 
adequate aſſiſtance of every kind? His zeal for the public, his firmneſs, ſpirit, 


and moderation, were no leſs admired, than the ſolid wiſdom, deep policy, and 


heroic magnanimity of his counſels, His very enemies bear teſtimony to his 
patriotiſm and greatneſs of ſoul under all the provocations of petulant, illiberal 
| abuſe, and on the moſt trying occaſions. I have the ſatisfaction of hoping 
that through the next moſt important ſeſſion the public will reap the benefit of the 
cleareſt head and of the moſt upright heart. Tf this 1% and glorious war ſhould 
be terminated by an equitable and glorious peace, as we have reaſon to expect from 
his majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer to the laſt addreſs of the city of London, 
I am ſure that meaſure will derive the firmeſt ſupport from Mr. Pirr. If the 
| peace to be made ſhould be 7nglorious, inadequate to the wonderful ſucceſſes of 
his wiſe counſels, diſgraceful to England, and diſhonourable to her allies; if neither 
ſecurity nor permanency ſhould appear to be the great objects of it, but the ſeeds 
of future wars ſhould be ſown for ourſelves, and our poſterity, then I hope 
that Mr. Piri will ſtand forth, pour all his vengeance, and point all his 
thunders againſt theſe foes of his country, and bring them to condign puniſh- 
ment. There is not, I am ſatisfied, if ſuch a caſe ſhould exiſt, any power 
able to ſcreen ſuch evil counſellors from the reſentment of a brave and injured nation, 
who would then be exaſperated that their moſt important conqueſts, the pur- 
chaſe of ſo much blood and treaſure, were given up to their ancient and per- 
fidious enemy. | 3 5 8 5 1 

| The laſt topic of abuſe I ſhall now mention is, the late miniſter's dictating 
to and magiſterially controlling all the other ſervants of the crown and all pub- 
lic offices. I never heard any proof offered of this, but the ſingle word guide 
in a letter to a friend. Tt is not even pretended that he ever impoſed any one 
creature or dependant on the board of treaſury, admiralty, &c. or paid any low 
ſycophant by places in the exciſe or cuſtoms, The proof reſts ſingly on his 
own expreſſion in a letter, no longer allowed to guide; yet in that paſſage it is con- 
fined to the * meaſures to be taken againſt SPAIN, of the higheſt importance to the honour 


; 7 


* Theſe are the words of the letter. 
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of the crown, and to the moſt eſſential national intereſts. Spain is in the department 
of the ſouthern ſecretary, and every diſpatch to the court of Madrid muſt, if he 
had continued in that office, have been drawn up and ſigned by Mr, PiTT, in 

direct oppoſition to what he even at that time clearly ſaw was the honour of the 
crown, and the intereſt of the nation. He therefore appears to have been under 
a neceſſity of reſigning the ſeals. There is indeed in the Letters verſified, a fine, 

florid harrangue of the preſident of the council againſt Mr. PiTT, which would 
fully prove this charge: but unluckily Lord GRAnviLLE has ſeveral times 
declared that the whole ſpeech is pure invention, and deſtitute of all ſemblance 
of truth. Now J have mentioned the Letters verfified, I will juſt take notice 
that the author of that pamphlet began the perſonalities of the preſent paper 
war, and invented the moſt ſhameful falſhoods, to which he dared to ſet ſome of 
the moſt reſpeQable names of this kingdom. I now w ſpeak only or the perſo- 
nalities of the preſent paper war. 

Perſonalities of a different kind took their riſe from another Oey Mr. 
Lecce, the moſt accompliſhed financier in Europe, was diſmiſſed (for he 
would not reſign) ſolely from a perſonal pique of the preſent miniſter. He re- 
fuſed to pay a mean and fervile court where it was expected, and could never 
be brought to lend himſelf to forward the ruin of liberty and whiggiſm, or to 
ſubject a great“ Engliſh county to a Tory and a Stuart. Every man of com- 
mon underſtanding, even ſo early, very clearly ſaw what the friends of liberty 
were to expect, when the talons were fully grown. The event has abundantly 
juſtified thoſe fears; but I hope the moſt cordial whiggiſh union and harmony 
will now prevail among all the friends of their country. It is under ſo many re- 
peated mortifications, the ſincereſt conſolation to every Engliſhman, that there 
is now ſcarely a party among the natives of. this kingdom, almoſt every man in 
his ſtation imitating the illuſtrious examples of the duke of Devonſhire, mar- 


quis of Rockingham, and many other the true, free nobles of this envied but | 
ned country. 


Numb. XXVI. Saturday, Nov. 27, 1762. 


Corvos poetas, et poëtrias picas, | 
Cantare credas Pegaſeium melos, "> PERSIvs. 


Poetic crows, poetic daws, 
As poets fing, and give us laws. 


S the ſeaſon is now approaching, when the learned univerfiti ties are to offer 
up their ſacrifice of thankſgiving, and pay their poetical tribute to the 
throne, we ſhall, for their benefit, preſent.the public with the remainder of 
that poem, the beginning of which was ſo favourably received ſome time ſince. 
We have long lamented, .and in all probability, ſhall have freſh cauſe of lament- 
ing, the wretched figure thoſe ingenious ſocieties make in poetry, That the muſes 
ſhould droop at Cambridge, where they are deſpiſed, where they have not even 
a profeſſor to keep them in countenance, and where every method has been z//:be- 
rally taken to drive them into baniſhment, cannot be matter of ſurprize ; but, 
that Oxford ſhould fall fo very ſhort in this reſpect, juſtly creates aſtoniſhment. 
There, the porn arts meet with that encouragement they deſerve, and the 


* This alludes to a mean and dirty tranſaction of lord Bute's, in favour of Sir Simeon Stuart, now one of 
the members for Hampſhire, 


muſes 
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muſes are treated with particular civility, The truly ingenious Mr. WarToN 
hath repeatedly ſet an example; which, if it had been followed, this poem 
would have been wholly unneceſſary. But, ſince that gentleman” hath in vain 
pointed out, by his «wn writings, in what manner zhey ought to write to merit 
praiſe, the deſign of theſe lines (and I hope they will meet with better ſucceſs) 
is to point out a e for their faults, by Wich, at leaft, they may yy 
cenſure. | [ 

In the preſent critical Crue of affairs, which ſo loudly calls upon us to 
_ adhere to our original intention, we ſhould not have deviated in this manner, 
but from an unexpected diſappointment, ariſing from the fears of a printer, 
wiho trembled at the thoughts of impriſonment, and ſmarted under a ſevere, 
private reprimand. The like diſappointments we have prevented for the future, 
and the public may reſt aſſured, that whilſt the North Briten is actuated with 
affection and fidelity to his KIx , with love for his country, and is directed by 
thoſe principles which naturally fall in with our excellent conſtitution, he will 
neyer tamely give up the glorious cauſe in which he is engaged; he will never 
be drawn away hy the arts of a ſubtle man, nor intimidated by the menaces of 
a wicked miniſter ; he will always be ready to ſtand forth for his king and 
country; and, according to the old Engliſh plan of liberty, will praiſe or cen- 
| ſure any miniſter, according to their behaviour; nor ſhall the examples of any 
brother-writers prevail with him to deſert the public, whilft he hath any right 
to ſuppoſe he can * ſerviceable wm | 0 
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uns the crampt meaſure kindly. 1 © 
It will be verſe, but ſhould. 2 . 
So, when 'tis neither light or dark, e 
I 0 prentice ſpruce, or lawyer 8. Clark = HA tic did N 
The nymph who takes her nightly, Rand ,.. „ 
At ſome fly corner in the Stranſ , 580 THT» 
Plump in the cheſt, tight in the boddice, 1 
Seems to the eye a perfect goddelss: 40 r 8 VERS 
But canvaſs'd more minutely o'er, % 
Turns out an old, ſtale, batter'd d hore. edn of) 
Yet muſt theſe ſons of goumed eaſe,,... | 
Proud of the plumage ef s | 


6173 ON nm ae 
Forſake their apathy a while, uM .bodgit-bio2z dT 
To figure in the Roman ſtile, _ 81 11 en an 
And offer incenſe at the marine 5155 os 5 Alan eat iT 
O Latin poetry divine. vp 1 yi 1 
V pon the throne the goddeſs l, ito? 
_ Surrounded by her buy wit 1961 


Fabricius, Cooper, Calepine, 
Ainſiworthius, Faber, D 5 


And he, who like Dedona ſpo ke 
De Sacra Duercu, Holyoake ; | ae 296 not waht alidvy 
Theſe are her counſellors of 13 1391-200} 40 e 15 ; 


Men of much words, and. wits of weight: 
Here Gradus, full of phraſes clever, 
Lord of her Treaſury for ever, % 
With liberal hand his bounty deals; 

6 Sir Cento Keeper of the Seals. 
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Next to the perſon of the queen, 
Old madam proſody is ſeen; 


Talking inceſſant, altho dumb, 


Upon her fingers to her thumb. 
And all around are portraits hung, ; 


Of heroes in the-Latin tongue 


Italian, Engliſh, German, French, 
Who moſt laboriouſly entrench 

In deep parade of language dead, 
What would not in their own be read, 
Without impeachment of that tafle, 
Which Latin idiom turns to chaſte, 


Santolius here, whoſe flippant joke 
_ Sought refuge in a Roman cloke: 


With dull Commirius at his fide, 


In all the pomp of Jeſuit pride. 
_ Menage, the pedant hgur'd there, 


A trifler with a ſolemn air: Is 
And there in looſe, unſeemly view, 


The graceleſs, eaſy Leveling too. 


Tis here grave poets urge their claim, 
For ſome thin blaſt of tiny fame; 


Here bind their temples drunk with praiſe, 


With half a ſprig of wither d bays. 
O poet, if that honour'd name 


| Befits ſuch idle childiſh aim; 


If Virgil aſk thy ſacred care, 


Tf Horace charm thee, oh forbear 
To ſpoil with ſacrilegious hand, 


The glories of the claſſic land. 


Nor ſew thy dotolas on the ſattin 


Of their pure uncorrupted Latin. 


Better be native in thy verſe | 


What is Fingal but genuine Erſe? 
Which all ſublime, ſonorous flows, + 
Like Hervey's thoughts in drunken proſe. 
Hail! Scotland, hail! to thee belong 
All pow'rs, but moſt the pow'rs of ſong; 
Whether the rude unpoliſh'd Erſ⸗ 
Stalk in the buckram proſe or verſe, 
Or bonny Ramſay pleaſe the mo "Ras 
Who ſang ſo ſweetly aw his Wwe. 
If ought, and ſay who knows ſo well, 


The ſecond-ſighted Muſe can tell, 


Thy happy /airds ſhall laugh and ling, 
When England's Genius droops his wing, 


So ſhall thy ſoil new wealth diſcloſe, 


So thy own thiſile choak the roſe. 
But what comes here? Methinks 1 ſee 


A walking univerſity. 
See how they preſs to croſs the Tweed, 


And ftrain their limbs with eager ſpeed! 
While Scotland from her fertile ſhore, 


Cries, On my ſons, return no more, 


Hither they haſte with willing mind, 
Nor caſt one longing look behind ; 


On ten- ioe carriage to ſalute, 


The king, and queen, and carl of Bute, "4 


No, XXVI. 


No 


No. XXVI. 
No more the gallant northern ſons 
Spout forth their ſtrings of Latin puns; 
Nor courſe all languages to frame 
The quibble ſuited to their name : 


As when their anceſtors be- vers d, \ 
That glorious Stuart, James the Firſt. 


But with that elocution's grace, 

That oriental flaſhy lace, 

Which the fam'd Iriſh Tommy Puff,' 
Would ſew on ſentimental fff . 
'Twang with a ſweet pronunciation, 
The flow'rs of bold imagination. 
Macpherſon leads the flaming van, 
Laird of the new Fingalian clan; 
While Facky Home brings up the rear, 
With new-got penſion, neat and clear, 
Three hundred Engliſh pounds a + op 25 
While ſiſter Peg, our ancient friend. 
Sends Macs and Donalds without end; 

To George a while they tune their lays, py 


rr 


Then all their choral voices raiſe, e The 


To heap their panegyric wit on 

Th' illuftrious chief, and our North Wa "$1 
| Hail to the Thane, whoſe patriot {kill 

Can break all nations to his will; 

Maſter of ſciences and arts, _ | 

Atzcenas to all men of parts; — 


Whoſe foſt' ring hand and 15917 wit, Nell 18 515 | 7 


Shall find us all in places fit; 

So ſhall thy friends no lenge! _ 

But change to meet a ſettled Rome. 
Hail, mighty Thane, for Scotland born, ag 

To fill her almoſt empty horn z\  _. , 10 

Fail to thy ancient glorious flem, _ 5 

Not THEY wy from kings, BUT KINGS s from THEM. , 


* H E 5 R * A M. 


WHEN . their parties 1 

To play the royal game of gooſe, 

Though they ſhould anſwer each miſtake, 
Their maſter hardly ſcapes abuſe; 

And thoſe who hold unworthy honour, 

Though grac'd themſelves, diſgrace the donor. 


A mile or rather more from town, 
There liv'd a */quire of peerleſs rank; 
Tir'd of my walk I laid me down, 
And fell a-ſleep upon a bank. 
It would a crime in fancy ſeem, 
If poets ſlept without a dream. 
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A lily held the regal pow'r, | 
(Good folks, I've had a precious e 
To find the ſame imperial flower, 
Vou ſee it in the arms of France.) 
This Fleur-de-lys was brave and e 
The ORE theme of 9 tongue. 


When (from 1 know not what felt y 
'The Thi/?le grew in favour great, 


Had the king's ear, and whole direttion'” TR 
Of all the officers of. ſtate, © wh, 
Fir'd with the fame of his revue, 
Brier and Bramble came to wen. 
T1891 91 1.5 C171 Wr 


And at the court on public days, 
*T was difficult to get along, 
So doubly lin'd were all the ways, 


With this ſame ſerubby, grit) ms. ins 


* 


ER. Famine, you know, with hollow eye, 
1 Can't bear that BEE ogg, * Me. 


S450): be 


liche: 


Fi. inn 


. And o our new winider ol 4 wo boa > cn 1 


| Reſolvd to triumphio'erithis foess 
The Thorn and he were wond'rous great 


But he could not abide the Roſe, + | bus gone; 


Pleas'd with the new-got toy of pow'r, | + ||; | 


He turn'd out this, and * Is: | bay 


: 38-1 2 $E ; 
CHAIR E& > - I 


Baniſh'd the Laurel with agen 


| And what made many peb e "7 * 
＋0 fill the Laurel's vacunt place, ES ' 


Came broad-leaf” d co fin Dol to ccurt. * 
Bardana then with ſaunt' ring pace in 


* 


Came ſimp ring up to thank is grace. erzurk wn. 


: | When: a damn'd ay upon my noſe, 
Which ſurely ow'd me no good-will, 
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No XXVII. THE NORTH BRITON. "vs 


Numb. XXVII. Saturday, Dec. 4, J 76 2. 


Cereus in vitium flecti, Moxrrokigus aſper. Hor ace. 


Waxen to vice, to e rough. 


A1 8 1＋ every man 5 meet . ſtrangely on me. ſome induſtriouſſy 
avoid me---others paſs me filent---ſtare---and ſhake their heads. Thoſe 
few, thoſe very few, who are not afraid to take a lover of his country by the 
hand, congratulate me on my being alive and at liberty---T hey adviſe Cir- 
cumſpeCtion---for, they do not know---they cannot te]l---but---the times---Li- 
berty is precious---fines---impriſonment---pillory---not indeed that they them- 
ſelves-»-but---then in truth---God only knows, --- 

My correſpondents likewiſe, thoſe who ſeemed moſt ſanguine in the cauſe, 
who were the moſt ready to encourage and aſſiſt me in my undertaking, are 
tainted with ſuſpicion and fear ; and thoſe letters which uſed to breathe the ge- 
nuine ſpirit of old Engliſh liberty, are become infipid, tame, and languid. 
Caution hath got the better of every public virtue, and diſcretion is ſubſtituted in 
the place of true wiſdom, Not content with thus baſely fly ing from their 


colours themſelves, they would tempt me to follow the infamous example; and 


as an inducement thereto, propoſe the conſideration of my own ſafety. If, how- 
ever, they expect their ſolicitations to have any weight, let them come forth 
from their faſtneſſes where fear hath entrenched them; let them no longer talk 


in the clouds, no longer ſatisfy themſelves with general admonitions; but honeſtly 


deſcend to particulars, and declare the cauſe on which thoſe admonitions are 
grounded. Let them point out, if they can, and if they dare, from whom, 
and on what account, I am in danger, before they produce it as a motive to 
affect my conduct; and plainly ſhall they prove that I have deſerved puniſh- 
ment, before they ſhall oppreſs me with the fear of it. The laws, I am cer- 
tain, are of no party; nor will I harbour one moment's doubt of thoſe who 
are appointed to put them in force. Fear is the proper companion of guilt 
only ; and I have not yet learned to call a ſincere and uniform love of my king, 
and my country, by that name. 

This humour of ſuſpicion tems to have taken its riſe from the confinement 
| of ſome perſons concerned in the Monitor; but how doth that affect the North 
Briton? In our opinions, perhaps, we may agree; in our mode of communi- 
cating them, we certainly differ; and with relation to conſequences, ſtand 
wholly unconnected. Some writers in the Monitor have been taken into cuſ- 
tody; and,, for my own part, whatever may be the language of popular preju- 
dice, I will ſuppoſe on ſubſtantial grounds. On a careful peruſal of thoſe 
papers, indeed, I have found nothing within the gripe of the law, according 
to my humble en but I have happily taught myſelf the uſeful leſſon, 
that thoſe who are ſuperior to me in rank, muſt, of conſequence, be ſuperior in 
underſtanding alſo; and that a great man can ſee farther into a millſtone than 
one of low degree. But, beſides this grand article of late creeds, circum- 
ſtances all concur, and, I make no doubt, but the event will join, to juſtify the 


apprehenſions of thoſe gentlemen. The liberty of the preſs, that bulwark of 


the liberties of the people, is ſo deſervedly eſteemed, that every attack made on 
it is productive of danger. Puniſhments inflicted on even the licentiouſneſs of it 
are unpopular, and have been attended with diſagreeable conſequences. It cannot 
then be imagined by any candid man, that at this juncture any ſtep ſhould be 
taken, which might be deemed a wanton, vexatious, and oppreſſive infringe- 
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No. XXVII. 
ment of. that. ETON privilege. Phe particutars of that procedure have not, 


1 indeed, tranſpired; but, till the contrary appears, it is a juſtice we owe to 


every adminiſtration, to ſuppoſe they have ſome: reaſon for what they do. To 
take any man into cuſtody, and deprive him of his liberty, without having 
ſome ſeeming foundation at leaſt, on which to juſtify. ſuch a ſtep, is inconſiſtent 
with wiſdem and found policy. If, upon examination, (which, ſurely, the 
common feelings. of humanity would ſuggeſt ought to be as ſpeedy as poſſible) 
that eee proves weak, then to detain thoſk perſons, or to oblige them to 
give in bail, in order to obtain a diſcharge, which, under ſuch circumſtances, 
„they have a right to do in the moſt free and abſolute manner, is inconſiſtent 


„with juſtice; and from thence 1 conclude, proceeding on the well-known wiſ- 


dom and equity of the preſent adminiſtration, that we may now believe, and 
all hereafter be convinced, Ot this ſtep v. was WRIT: 10 n, and fal- 
kejent reaſons. 

The abettors of fadion, "bl; to übel cheit feditious- defigns; and low 
Abet amoneſt the people, will ſay any thing, have undertaken to rebate 
the particulars: 5 this affair, and to account for ſome cigcumRtances of it, tho? 
I ſuppoſe, no better informed than I myſelf am. They preſume. to point out 
the very papers complained of, and ſay (but that---no---that we cannot believe) 


the complaint was carried back againſt papers, written ſome months before; and 


from thence they form arguments and draw inferences, the mighty abſurdity of 
which. is evident to the lv: common reader. For---thus they talk--- if that - 
paper is criminal now, it was criminal at the firſt moment of its publication. 
Why then not taken notice of before this time? Becauſe---thus, you ſee, theſe 
curious politicians, are queſtion and anſwer both---becauſe it would then have 
ſerved no particular purpoſe---but now, at this important and critical juncture, 
it might be of excellent uſe to ſtop the mouths of thoſe who imagine it poſſible 
to love their country, although they exclaim againſt the miniſter; and who 
really ſigh for a good peace, -yet might be inclined to repreſent the falſe e 
naries handed about, as moſt infamous and injurious to England. 250 
Theſe children of diſaffection have dared likewiſe to inſinuate, that dives: is 
no intention of proſecuting * this any farther ; that bail was given in merely 
for a colour, and to fave appearances ; that ſome, private conditions are ſettled, 
(as now and then in more public treaties we have met with a ſecret article which 


has rendered all that was publiſhed of little or none effect) and that the terrors 


of a proſecution are to hang over their heads without being inforced, Shallow 
and impudent pretence | Will any miniſter lay himſelf thus open to cenſure? 
If there are no grounds of complaint, why were they obliged to give in bail? 
If there are, why ſhould they not be brought to juſtice? To inſiſt on bail, in 
the firſt inſtance, is an oppreſſion of individuals: to drop the proſecution is, in 
the laſt inſtance, a deſertion of the public: nor can I well diſcern, however 
different they are in degree, where, as to complexion, the gs No a 


| miſdemeanor differs from compounding a felony. 


As little credit ought theſe malevolent ſpirits to meet with when they faggelt, 
that paſſages to be found in hiſtory, and fairly quoted word for word, with 


_ conſiderations on the ſuppoſed ee, and general b N on the yen 


were the ground-work of this complaint. 

Paſſages of hiſtory, of what nature ſoever, communicated to the public, 
without any parallel drawn, without any. comment or application made, can 
never be proper objects of the law. Should this ever be the caſe, we muſt be 
cautious how we quote ſcripture in our ſermons, leſt our churches be turned 
into gaols, and our pulpits into pillories. It may be dangerous to talk of the 
differences between the children of Iſrael and Judah; and to ſay, that the for- 
mer had ten parts in the ing (when the latter had but two) and therefore ought 
to have been conſulted, may be ingeniouſly conſtrued into whatever crimes miſ- 


+ No proſecution was carried on, and all recognizances are now actually diſcharged. 


inte rpreters 
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interpreters [ſhall think fit. Not he, who merely quotes an hiſtorical paffage. 


but he who makes the application, is the libeller. If ever the ſtrong hand of 


authority ſhould ſo far prevail over truth and reaſon, as to maintain the con- 
trary, and eſtabliſſ a doctrine fo novel and bee bed we may tuen ig adieu 
to the liberty of the preſss. 

Much leſs can we believe that to have e the W Nine 
and to have thrown out thoughts on the ſubject of peace, was made any part of 


a criminal charge. T ve peace deſerves, and indeed demands, the ſerious conſi- 


deration, for it is the near concern, of every individual. Where the right of 
making peace, and where the right of examining it, when made, is placed, we 
all know; but every man, ſurely, hath a right to have, and to give an opinion 
in an affair, where he himſelf is ſo materially intereſted. Should the peace be 
of ſuch a nature, as to procure us thoſe advantages we have a' right to expect, 

and to provide every human method of ſecuring them to us; where i is the man 
who loves his · country, that will not ſuſpend all partial and narrow eonſidera- 
tions to applaud thoſe who were concerned in accompliſhing it? But ſhould it, 


which God forbid ! prove of a different nature, and the ſeeds of a future war 


be left in it, where is the Engliſhman who ſhall be afraid to condemn it? For 
our own part, the reaſon we have not as yet entered upon that ſubje& was, the 
Uncertainty whether the preliminaries, as handed about, were true, and our hopes 
that they were. not. For a full gratification in this point we have hitherto 
waited, and ſhall . our conſiderations on this head till that ſatisfaction 
amber 8 

One thing, however, T cannot help obſerving, 1 I quit this ſub- 


ject, which is, the manner in which it is decor: faſhionable to difcourſe on 
this head. Thoſe who have little underſtanding, and thoſe who have no inte- 


grity (no contemptible party for number and power) think that we ought to 
be ſatisfied, if the peace is much better than we could have expected at the com- 
mencement of the war. But this is nothing to the purpoſe. Our ancient and 


perfidious enemy forced us into a bloody and expenſive (and give me leave to 


add, however unfaſhionably, a juſt and neceſſary) war, for the maintenance 
of our rights, and the recovery of what they had deprived us of. From that 
moment all the expence ariſing from the war, becomes a part of the original 
demand on them; and whatever places we take, ought at leaſt, and with the 
moſt moderate, to be conſidered as ſo many places held as a ſecurity for their 
_ fulfilling the engagements entered into, but never executed in former treaties ; 
for their adjuſting the differences, on which the war was grounded in our fa- 


vour, and for the repayment of thoſe ſums which we expended i in bringing | 
them to reaſon. But, in this caſe, I ſhould venture to go one ſtep farther, nor 


ſcruple to aſſert, that to have a peace adequate to our ſucceſles, we mult ſee pre- 
liminaries very different from thoſe handed about. All the places we have con- 


quered are actually ours, and I cannot ſufficiently admire the complaiſance of 
the French, who are willing to cede, as they are pleaſed to call it, what is al- 


ready i in our poſſeſſion, and what they have no proſpect of recovering. Canada 


is at this inſtant as much ours as Gibraltar: and the reſt of our conqueſts admit | 


as little diſpute. How far generoſity may influence us, I cannot determine; but, 


I hope, we ſhall be juſt to ourſelves, before we think of being generous to 


them. To what extent a prudential conſideration of our own home ſituation 


ought to prevail, I ſhall hereafter examine; and ſhall only ſay at preſent, that 
how {ſtrictly adequate theſe ſuppoſed preliminaries are to our ſucceſſes, will ap- 


pear from the equality.of what each party is to ſurrender to the other, as may 
be at one view ſeen by the following ſtate of them. 
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Guadaloupe ? 
Mariegalante.. | | 
Defirade _ | 
Martinique | 
Right of fiſhing and curing on 
Newfoundland | 
St. Peter | 
Miquelon | NON. 
Pondicherry, and all their | 
ſettlements in the *. 
Indies | | 
Goree | 14 
Belleifle 


Three Neutral Iflands 0 0 Q 


4 3 


Numb. XXVIII. Saturday, Dec. Fr, 
88 1762. 


Paris, November, 1 762. 


When the king fi gned the ratification, of the Preliminaries, he faid to thoſe about 


him, that he had never written his name with more Pleaſu . 
All the foreign Gazettes, 


TT is with the deepeſt concern, aſtoniſhment, and indignation, that the preli- 
liminary articles of peace have been received by the public. They are of ſuch 
a nature, that they more reſemble the antient treaties of friendſhip and alliance 


between France and her old, firm ally, Scotland, than any which have ever ſubſiſted 
between that power, and her natural enemy, England. The Preliminaries, which 


were communicated by a Scotſman to the London Chronicle, and publiſhed fo 
early as the qth of November in that paper, gave a general alarm; yet, thoſe 


publiſhed 2) authority, are, in many reſpects, leſs adequate to what England 
has nw a right to expect. I ſhall only inſtance in two points, reſpecting the 


important article of the Newfoundland fiſhery. In the genuine preliminaries the 
French are not excluded from fiſhing in the gulþh of St. Lawrence, as is aſſerted in 
the London Chronicle. On the contrary, Article III. expreſly ſays, His BRI- 
TAN NC Majeſty conſents to leave to the Moſt CHRISTIAN King's ſubjects the liberty 
to fiſh in the gulph of St. Lawrence, on condition, that the ſubjetts of France do not 
exerciſe the ſaid fiſhery, but at the diſtance of three leagues from all the coaſts belonging 
to Great Britain, as well thoſe of the continent, as thoſe of the iſlands ſituated in the 
ſaid gulph of St. Lawrence: a grant, which, if they improve it, will turn out 
to be a grant of the whole fiſhery, unleſs our wiſe miniſtry will contrive to erect 
ſea-marks, to be viſible through the eternal fogs of thoſe ſeas, and to have them 
guarded by the whole fleet of England. Mr. Pitt found himſelf ſo ill ſupported 
in the cabinet, and was ſo much over-ruled in ſome important points, that he 
did at length agree to leave this privilege to the French, for the ſake of peace at 


that time; but the laſt year he declared in a great affembly, that he repented 


having done it, that it was worth while, even at the preſent great expence, to 
carry on the war another year, for the ſake of preſerving that hſhery entire to 
England, and that if we made any future acquiſitions of importance, he put 


in his claim, to be for an abſolute excluſive right in this nation, and never 
would 
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would conſent to admit the French to the ſmalleſt ſhare of the fiſhery. The 
war has been carried on another year; we have ſince conquered Martinique, che 
Havannah, &c. we have recovered all Hanover, almoſt all Heſſe, &c. our ally 

the king of Pruſſia is triumphant ; yet the fiſhery is now in a worſe ſtate than 
it was by the former negotiation. That rock, St. Peter only, (for the fertile 
Miquelon was not included. by the anſwer of England to the ultimatum of 
France) was ceded to France, on the expreſs dea ten, that an Engliſh com- 
miſſary ſhall be allowed to reſide there, and the commander of the Britiſh ſpundron at 
Newfoundland, ſhall be at liberty from time to time to inſpect the faid ifle and the aid 
port, to ſee that the ſlipulations above expreſſed, of no fortifications, no military 
eſtabliſhment, &c. are punctually obſerved. © The London Chronicle fa ys, that Mi- 
quelon and St. Peter's are ſubject to the mſpettion of an Engh/h comm! ary, by the 
| preſent preliminaries : but no ſuch proviſion i is to be found in them. The onl 
ſecurity the preſent miniſter has taken is (in Article IV.) the F rench king's 
Royal Mord, fo often; pledged to this nation, and almoſt as often violated. 1 
will juſt take notice that Miquelon ſeems to have been yielded to France 
merely from wantonneſs, or a ridiculous generoſity: for in the Memoire Hiſto- 

rique it is ſaid, the ceffion of the iſle of St. Peter was accepted” on conditions more 
than burthenſome: the union of Miquelon to St. Peter, was of the leaft conſequence, 
and the duke de Choiſuf even Hare Mr. Stanle 'Ys that fuch a ceſſion would: not be 
inſiſted en. 1 

According to the Preliwinsties, now | publiſhed by Authority, the ceſſions to be 
made to France were fairly ſtated in the laſt Nox TH BRTTOoNM. The immenſe 
ſacrifices we have made to the ancient enemy of theſe kingdoms ſeem neither to 
have arifen from neceſſity, nor to be warranted by any rules of found poli icy. 
Almoſt all the glorious adyantages we had gained over our moſt reſtleſs and perfi- 
| dious foe, our miniſters have given away; and in conſequence of this weakneſs, 
or of this treachery, the trade and commerce of France will ſoon be in a more 
Aourifhing ſtate than in the moſt proſperous times ſince their monarchy began, 
and ours in the ſame proportion will decline. Their ſugar iſlands are reftored 
to them greatly improved, by all the arts of Engliſh cultivation, very ſoon to 
rival, perhaps, to ruin, our own colonies. We have indeed, planted, but they 
"are to reap the harveſt. The French king, by a ſtroke of his pen, has regained 

what all the power of that nation, and her allies, could neyer have recovered; 
and England, once more the dupe of a ſubtle negotiation, has conſented to 
give up very nearly all her conqueſts, the purchaſe of ſuch immenſe public 
treafure; and the blood of ſo many noble and brave families. Is it therefore at 
all ſurpriſing, that on this occaſion, the moſt*frantic ſymptoms of inſolent j joy 
and triumph have been remarked in France, and of grief and dejection in Eng- 
land? What right have we to expect that an indulgent Providence will again 
in ſo di ſtinguiſhed a manner ſtand forth our friend, when we have thus wan- 
tonly given away to the enemy of our religion and liberty, the fruits of all the 
ſignal bleflings heaven has poured down upon us? 

F his nation has ever been renowned for the braveſt warriors, Pa ſos the 
ableſt negotiators, Philip de Comines obſerves, 'b. 3, Cc: 8. Jamais ne ſe mena 
traictè, &c. In all treaties between the French and Engliſh, the French have fhewn 
more dexterity and ſubtlety than the Engliſh; and the E "nglh/h have a proverb, as they 
told' me formerly, when I treated with them, that in almoſt all battles with the 
French, they have had the honour and victory, but in all treaties, the loſs and da- 
mage. And again, b. 4, c. 9. Et ſans point de doubte, & . Without doubt the 
Engliſh are not ſo ſubtle as the French, for they go bluntly to work ; but you muſt have 
- patience, and never debate- angrily with them. In the great duke of Marlborough 
the two characters of a warrior and a negotiator ſhone forth with full luſtre, and 
were united in the Engliſhman, He had often defeated the moſt renowned 

generals France could ſend into the field; and in 1709, he baftted all the arts, 
and eluded the- fineſſe of the two bot negotiators Lewis * could * 
Rouille and Torcy. 

In two great points particularly, mY r have been ſuperior to all bh 
Y policed 
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paoliced ſtates of Europe. The one is the ſowing diviſions among the allies of 

ahoſtile confederacy ; ; the other, a happy dexterity of making with infinite ſe- 

crec, politeneſs and addreſs, the largeſt private aſfers to thoſe, who have been 
in a ſituation and capacity of ſeconding their ambitious views. 

Ihe firſt was the caſe in the grand alliance at the beginning of this century. 
Lord Walpole ſays, the Superior genius of the duke of Marlborough made this prin- 
ciple a Fundamental rule in all his conduct, and it conſtantly prevailed, and was at- 
tended with incredible ſucceſs, as. long as he remained at the head of the laſt grand 

alliance. He ſpeaks of preſerving a perfect harmony between all the contract- 
ing powers; and afterwards adds, the intrigues, and artifices of France had no 
more influence on. the councils of the allies, than her arms had ſucceſs i in the military 
operations : the whole body ſeemed to be actuated by one foul, ta ſuch a degree, and with 
ſo good an effett, that a general peace, in all human appearance, as honourable, ſafe, 
and ſatisfuctory to all the allies, would haue been concluded, as the war had been con-, 
ducted with unanimity and glory, but the humour ſame and ungrateful carriage of one 
proud WOMAN, &c. p. 127. We have experienced in our times ſomething very 
fimilar to what 4s related of the beginning of the preſent century, though I do 
not know of any woman's having now in the leaſt broke into the great political 
line. I mean to ſay, that of late, by the ſuperiar genius of one man, the war in 
the four quarters of the world has been ſucceſsful beyond the examples of all 
former ages, and the moſt entire confidence has prevailed, both among our 
people at home, and our allies abroad, By the evil genius of another man, 
which has iſſued forth, black as the whirlwinds of the North, diſtruſt and diſſen- 
ſions have aroſe, and the firmeſt bonds of union have ſplit, and been diſſolved. 
We were, as all the world imagined, juſt entering on the ways that promiſed to lead 
1 ſuch a peace, as would have anſwered all the prayers of our religious king, the care 
and vigilance of a moſl_ able miniſtry, the payments of a willing and obedient people, as 
well as all the glorious toils and hazards of the ſoldiers, when (as was obſerved by 
the wiſe lord---biſhop of St. 4/aphin the preface to his four famous ſermons) God, 
for our ſins, permitted the ſpirit of diſcord 20 go forth with the new miniſter, to em- 
bitter all our preſent enjoyments, and to blaſt all our future hopes, 

Upon the removal of the duke of Marlborough, the Dutch and all the + con- 
federate powers of that war withdrew all confidence from England. On the 
reſignation of Mr. PITT the ſtrongeſt aſſurances were given by lord Bute, then 
ſecretary of State for the northern department, to all the German allies, that 
the meaſures, reſpecting that pact of the war, would be. carried on with redoubled 
vigour ; yet the world knows how little that declaration from him was believed, 
or truſted to. The preliminary articles ſpeak pretty plainly the ſentiments, of 

the new miniſter, It is ſtipulated that ſome of our allies are to have their 

Countries reſtored to them: the elector of Hanover, Landgrave of Heſſe, duke 

of Brunſwic, and even the count of La Lippe Buckebourg : though it is 

known at the moment of ſigning the preliminaries, the French were ſcarcely 

in poſſeſſion of ten villages, and not much above an hundred acres belong- 
ing to all thoſe princes together; but the king of Pruſſia's dominions, Cleves, 
Weſel, Gueldres, &c, which they now fully poſſeſs, are only to be evacuated; 

perhaps for Auſtrian troops to enter the hour after the evacuation : the declara- 

tion likewiſe, ſigned the ſame day with the Preliminaries, gives the French 
court a full liberty of paying all their arrears to their allies, under which colour 
the largeſt pecuniary ſuccours may be given to the houſe: of Auſtria, and the 

I 3th article may be entirely evaded, England, on the other hand, is tied up 

from affording any kind of affiſtance to her Titien, while France, whoſe revenues 
are now diverted no other way, is put in a capacity to give as ample aids as ſhe 
chuſes. Is ſo palpable an evaſion as this conſiſtent with the good faith for which 
the crown of England has ever been celebrated? Or, is it poſſible not to have 
been obſerved? In that caſe, we may hope to ſee it rectified in the definitive : 

treaty; and this, to be ſure, is the only idea of ubmitting the prelminarces to 
public view, 
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Another French mode of negotiating is by a fecret and private application, in 
2a way which avarice can ſeldom withſtand, to thoſe who have the power of car- 
rying their views into execution. D*Eftrades's letters demonſtrate in what man- 
ner Lewis XIV. recovered Dunkirt, the infamous fale of which ſingle town, has 
fixed an indelible ſtain on the memory of Clarendon. ir Biogen Fox, the fa- 
ther of the excellent paymaſter of our forces, and of our „was the perſon 
ſent to France on this occaſion, and he received the greateſt part of the five 
millions of livres, the price of that atrocious villainy. What attempts were 
made on the duke of Marlborough, I ſhall relate from a private letter of Lewts 
XIV. to Torcy + becauſe that author is in ſuch wonderful credit with my friend 
the AvpiToR, Je ne doute pas que vous ne profitiez, c. ©* I do not in the leaſt 
« .queſtion but you avail yourſelf of the opportunities you have of ſeeing the 
& duke of Marlborough, to let him know, that I have been informed of the 
<< ſteps he has taken to hinder the progreſs of the conferences of peace, and - 
even to break them off entirely; that I have been ſo much the more ſur- 
«< prized at it, as I had reaſon to believe, from the aſſurances he had already 
* given, that he was willing to contribute to this end; that I ſhould be glad his 
© conduct was ſuch as to deſerve THE REWARD I HAVE PROMISED HM; and 
in order that you may be able to come to a clearer explanation, I am willlve 
you ſhould give him a poſitive aſſurance, that I will remit Two MILLIONs of 
<< livres to him, if, by his good offices, he can obtain one of the N con- 
<« ditions for me. 
To preſerve Naples and Sicly for the king my 88 or at the utmoſt 
extremity to preſerve Naples only. I ſhould make him the ſame gratifica- 
tion were he to preſerve Dunkirk under my obedience, with its harbour and 
fortifications, without even Naples or Sicily ; the ſame for preſerving Straſ- 
burg only, excepting Fort Kehl, which I ſhall give up to the empire in the 
ſtate it was in when reſtored to my obedience; and alſo, without preſerving 
Naples or Sicily: but of all theſe different lanes, the obtaining lo rg 
«< for my grandſon, is that which I ſhould like the beſt. 
I ſhould conſent to extend this recompence to THREE MILLIONS, if he 
obtained Naples for my grandſon, and at the ſame time I was permitted to 
* keep Dunkirk, with its fortifications and harbour. If I ſhould be obliged 
«''to relinquiſh the article of Dunkirk, I ſhould give him the ſame ſum, could 
he contrive ſo as to preſerve Naples and Straſburg, in the manner as above 
explained, and Landau, with its fortifications, by giving up Briſac; or even 
could I be allowed to keep Straſburg and Dunkirk, both in their preſent _ 
condition. In ſhort, I am willing you ſhould offer the duke of Marlborough 
FOUR MILLIONS, ſhould he enable me to keep Naples and Sicily for the king 
* my grandſon, and to preſer ve Dunkirk, with its fortifications and harbour, 
<< and Straſburg and Landau, in the manner above explained, or even the ſame 
— ſum, were Sicily to be exempted out of this laſt article.” | 
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policed ates of Europe. The one is the ſowing diviſions among the allies of 
a hoſtile confederacy; the other, a happy dexterity of making with infinite ſe- 
£rCCY, politeneſs and addreſs, the largeſt private offers to thoſe, who have been 
in a ſituation and Capacity of ſeconding their ambitious views. 
The firſt was the caſe in the grand alliance at the beginning of this century, 
Lord Walpole ſays, the ſuperior genius of the duke of Marlborough made this prin- 
ciple a fundamental rule in all his conduct, and it conſtantly prevailed, and was at 
tended with incredible ſucceſs, as long as he remained at the head of the laſt grand 
alliance. He ſpeaks of preſerving a perfect harmony between all the contract- 
ing powers; and afterwards adds, the intrigues, and artifices of France had no 
more influence on the councils of the allies, than her arms had ſucceſs in the military 
operations : the whole body ſeemed to be attuated by one foul, to fuch a degree, and with 
fo good an effect, that a general peace, in all human appearance, as honourable, ſafe, 
and ſatisfattory to all the allies, would have been concluded, as the war had been con- 
ducted with unanimity and 8/7 % but the humour ſome and ungrateful carriage of one 
proud WOMAN, &c. p. 127. We have experienced in our times ſomething very 
ſimilar to what is related of the beginning of the preſent century, though I do 
not know of any womar's having now in the leaſt broke into the great political 
line. I mean to ſay, that of late, by the ſuperior genius of one man, the war in 
the four quarters of the world has been ſucceſsful beyond the examples of all 
former ages, and the moſt entire confidence has prevailed, both among our 
people at home, and our allies abroad. By the evil genius of another man, 
which has iſſued forth, black as the whirhwinds of the North, diſtruſt and diſſen- 
ſions have aroſe, and the firmeſt bonds of union have ſplit, and been diſſolved. 
Me were, as all the world imagined, juſt entering on the ways that promiſed to lead 
1% ſuch a peace, as would have anſwered all the prayers of our religious king, the care 
and vigilance of a mofl able miniſtry, the payments of a willing and obedient people, as 
well as all the gloricus toils and hazards of the ſoldiers, when (as was obſerved by 
the wiſe lord---biſhop of St. Aſaphi in the preface to his four famous ſermons) God, 
for our ſins, permitted the ſpirit of diſcord to go forth with the new miniſter, to em- 
bitter all our preſent enjoyments, and to blaſt all our future hopes, | 
Upon the removal of the duke of Marlborough, the Dutch and all the con- 
federate powers of that war withdrew all confidence from England. On the 
reſignation of Mr. PITT the ſtrongeſt aſſurances were given by x FEE Bute, then 
ſecretary of State for the northern department, to all the German allies, that 
the meaſures, reſpecting that part of the war, would be carried on with redoubled 
_ vigour; yet the world knows how little that declaration from him was believed, 
or truſted to. The preliminary articles ſpeak pretty plainly the ſentiments of 
the new miniſter, It is ſtipulated that ſome of our allies are to have their 
countries reſtored to them: the elector of Hanover, Landgrave of Heſſe, duke 
of Brunſwic, and even the count of La Lippe Buckebourg: though it is 
known at the moment of ſigning the preliminaries, the French were ſcarce] 
in poſſeſſion of ten villages, and not much above an hundred acres belong- 
5 to all thoſe princes together; but the king of Pruſſia's dominions, Cleves, 
Veſel, Gueldres, &c, which they now fully poſſeſs, are only to be evacuated; 
1 aps for Auſtrian troops to enter the hour after the evacuation : the declara- | 
tion likewiſe, ſigned the fame day with the Preliminaries, gives the French 
court a full liberty of paying all their arrears to their allies, under which colour 
the largeſt pecuniary Cronin may be given to the houſe of Auſtria, and the 
IZth MESS; GY be entirely evaded, England, on the other hand, is tied up 
from affording any kind of aſſiſtance to her allies, while F rance, whoſe revenues 
arc now div Ertel no other way, is put in a capacity to give as ample aids as ſhe 
chuſes. Is fo palpable an evaſion as this conſiſtent with the good faith for which 
the crown of England has ever been celebrated? Or, is it poſſible not to have 
been obſerved; In that caſe, we may hope to ſee it rectified in the deſinitive 
{reaty; and this, to be ſure, is the only idea of ſubmitting the preliminar. es to 
public view. 
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Another French mode of negotiating is by a ſecret and private application, in 
a way which avarice can ſeldom withſtand, to thoſe who have the power of car- 
rying their views into execution. D'E/lrades's letters demonſtrate in what man- 
ner Lewis XIV. recovered Dunkirt, the infamous fale of which ſingle town, has 
fixed an indelible ſtain on the memory of Clarendon. Sir Stephen Fox, the fa- 
ther of the excellent paymaſter of our forces, and of our „was the perſon 
ſent to France on this occaſion, and he received the greateſt part of the five 
millions of livres, the price of that atrocious villainy, What attempts were 
made on the duke of Marlborough, I ſhall relate from a private letter of Lewis 
XIV. to Torcy becauſe tha: author is in ſuch wonderful credit with my friend 


the AupiTor, Fe ne doute pas que vous ne profitiez, Sc.“ I do not in the leaſt 


4 queſtion but you avail yourſelf of the opportunities you have of ſeeing the 
& duke of Marlborough, to let him know, that I have been informed of the 
e ſteps he has taken to hinder the progreſs of the conferences of peace, and 
even to break them off entirely ; that I have been ſo much the more ſur- 
prized at it, as I had reaſon to believe, from the aſſurances he had already 
given, that he was willing to contribute to this end; that I ſhould be glad his 
conduct was ſuch as to deſerve THE REWARD I HAVE PROMISED HIM; and 


jn order that you may be able to come to a clearer explanation, I am willing 
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ce livres to him, if, by his good. offices, he can obtain one of the following con- 


editions for me. 
«© To preſerve Naples and Sicily for the king my grandſon, or at the utmoſt 


extremity to preſerve Naples only. I ſhould make him the ſame gratifica- 
tion were he to preſerve Dunkirk under my obedience, with its harbour and 
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burg only, excepting Fort Kehl, which I ſhall give up to the empire in the 

ſtate it was in when reſtored to my obedience ; and alſo, without preſerving 

Naples or Sicily: but of all theſe different cupatlents, the obtaining Naples 
for my grandſon, is that which I ſhould like the beſt, | 


ce 


cc 


J ſhould conſent to extend this recompence to THREE MILLIONS, if he 


obtained Naples for my grandſon, and at the ſame time I was permitted to 


„ keep Dunkirk, with its fortifications and harbour, If I ſhould be obliged 


to relinquiſh the article of Dunkirk, I ſhould give him the ſame ſum, could 


< he contrive ſo as to preſerve Naples and Straſburg, in the manner as above 
cc 
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could I be allowed to keep Straſburg and Dunkirk, both in their preſent 
4 condition. In ſhort, Jam willing you ſhould offer the duke of Marlborough 
«© FOUR MILLIONs, ſhould he enable me to keep Naples and Sicily for the king 
« my grandſon, and to preſerve Dunkirk, with its fortifications and harbour, 
4 and Straſburg and Landau, in the manner above explained, or even the ſame 
— ſum, were Sicily to be exempted out of this laſt article.“ 
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you ſhould give him a poſitive aſſurance, that I will remit Two MILLIONS ot 


fortifications, without even Naples or Sicily; the ſame for preſerving Strai- 


; . 1 — — 5” 
28 n r * —— 


explained, and Landau, with its fortifications, by giving up Briſac; or even 
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Numb. XXIX. Saturday, Dec. 18, 1762. 


O AcADEMIAM volaticam et ſui ſimilem, modo huc, modo 1llue |! 
_ CicERo 


O volatile UNIVERSITY, and truly reſembling itſelf, Auttering now here 
now there. 


Mr. NoRTH BRITON, | 


OU politicians of the town are e ſo totally engaged in the tranſactions of the 
great world, that I ſuppoſe, you will hardly think it worth while to take 
notice of any occurrences, however important, that happen amongſt the obſcure 
folks of the country. Let me hope, however, for once, that the concerns of 
a private family, as they are conſiderable enough to have been the talk of two 
or three of our neighbouring counties, may find a place in your publication. 
They contain very "ample inſtruction to all maſters and miſtreſſes not to be 
miſled by the arts of crafty and intriguing ſervants ; and as the nation itſelf is 
but a larger family, and the ſervants. of that family are as apt to be corrupt as 
thoſe of any other, my ſubject may, 1 8 in ſome ſort be allowed to be of 
public uſe and application. 
The family of the Wiſeacres are of long ſtanding 3 in this county. It i is 
agreed on all hands that they are, at leaſt, as old as the days of king Alfred. 
About three months ago, the preſent lady Wiſeacre * loſt her late huſband, 
The poor gentleman was old and infirm; and as his death had been ſome time 
expected, the news of it was received, even by her Jadyſhip herſelf, with very 
little ſigns. of grief and emotion. After enquiring whether he had left her any 
thing by his will, and being anſwered in the negative, ſhe dropped all farther 
| thought about him, and began to contrive how ſhe might provide herſelf with 
| another huſband. This, you will allow, would kave been a natural method 
of proceeding in a young widow; but muſt appear a little indecent in a wo- 
man of her ladyſhip's age and matron-like appearance. But ſuch had always 
been the way with her. She had had more huſbands than might have ſatisfied 
half the reaſonable women in the neighbourhood. In ſhort, ſhe always made 
good uſe of her time; ſhe never . one, but, within three weeks or a month 
after his deceaſe, ſhe was married to another. There was ſomething particu- 
lar, likewiſe, in her method of conducting her choice on theſe occaſions. She 
always referred the affair to the people of her family ; and ſhe made no ſcruple 
of taking to her bed whatever ſuitor had the majority of votes amongſt them. 
| One of the firſt that was mentioned on the late occaſion was lord Sapling. + 
| | — a young nobleman of the beſt family in the country, and every way 
worthy of her ladyſhip's regard and affection. He had ſpent ſome years in the 
ſame houſe with her, when ſhe ſeemed much pleaſed with his exemplary behaviour 
and very amiable diſpoſition. He was a great favourite with many of the honeſt 
and diſintereſted part of her e en and her late huſband was pleaſed to 
take particular notice of him, and once, in a very large company, and upon a 
very ſolemn occaſion, proteſted that he had never ſeen a more hopeful young 
| gamen. 


* The univerſity of Oxford, founded by king Alfred. 
| + Lord SH. 
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The next was lord Safe *. He is a very honeſt and worthy man, and withal 
a very prudent and wary one, He would have made a very good malter of a 
n eſpecially in matters of ceconomy. 

But the perſon we are moſt concerned with, and whoſe character will require 
a more particular developement, i is captain Giddy4+. The captain was a ſprightly 
fellow in his youth; and is remembered about twenty years ago, to have made 
a very good ſpeech or two at ſome of your public meetings in London, From 
that time, however, the figure he hath made in the world hath not been much 
to his credit. The chief of his company, till within theſe two years, have 


been parſons and country ſquires. Theſe uſed to lead him about to races, 


cock-matches, and country clubs, where he was apt ſometimes to drink a little 
too freely, A courſe of life of this ſort brought on a ſwimming in his head; ſa 


that he hath frequently been ſuppoſed not to be ſenſible where he was, or what 


he was about. Hence he hath been known in the late times of party violence, 


in the ſame ſort of company, and within a few days of each other, to drink 


excluſion to the houſe of Hanover, and confuſion to all Jacobites. 
But the matter which bore hardeſt upon the captain's character was the cruel 

treatment he was guilty of towards his former wife ||. She was a very honeſt 

country gentlewoman, and had brought the captain for her fortune, a very large 


acceſſion of command and intereſt in the county, which had been long veſted ; 


in her family. Her right to it, however, was conteſted, ſoon after the mar- 
riage by a younger lady, a mere ſtranger; who, by the contrivance of Mr. 
e the referee, and the ſhuffling proceedings of ſome lawyers at 


Teſtminſter, found means to carry her cauſe againſt Mrs, G:4dy, The captain 
hereupon bounced, and [waggered, and ſwore; and vowed that, before ſeven 


years were over, (in which time he ſhould have an opportunity of bringing the 
matter again to a trial) he would have-public ſatisfaction for ſuch flagrant and 
public injuſtice. It was found however, before that time came, that the captain, 
notwithſtanding all his bluſtering, had been drawn into, or rather had himſelf 
projected a moſt ſhameful compromiſe with the adverſe party; and had agreed 
to divide the matter in diſpute between them. To ſecure the execution of this 
ſcheme againſt all oppoſition, he determined to get rid of his wife. It hath 


been impoſiible to get to the knowledge of all the circumſtances of this dark ſtory. 


Thus much, however, is certain, that when a view was taken of the corpſe 


in the county-hall, it appeared that it was all over full of Blue and green ſpotst, 


with many other tokens of violence upon it : particularly a large black mark 
under the throat, in which, it was aid, might plainly be obicrved the traces of 
the captain's own hand. 

Perhaps, I ought to have told you betore, that the captain had paid his ad- 
dreſſes to lady Wiſeacre at the fame time ſhe was courted by her late huſband. 
His pretenſions, however, for that turn, were eaſily ſet aſide, To ſay the truth, 
Mr. NoxTH BRTTox, it was proved againſt him, that he was abſolutely incapa- 
ble of being her huſband to any good effect d. The modeſty of my pen will not 
ſuffer me to be too particular upon this part of the captain's hiſtory, I have 


hinted before that he was apt to keep low company. It happened one day that he 
dined in the next town with a club of taylors, when the frolic was ſet on foot 
of making him free, as they called it ; that is, of making him like one of them 
ſelves, which was Immediately put in execution. This ſtory ſoon got to the ears : 


* Lord Foley. 
+ Lord Litchfield. 
| The Old Intereſt or Jacobitiſm, 


1 Alluding to the different coloured ribbons wore by the two parties, as badges of their affection to the | 


_ cauſe they eſpouſed. 


& There was a particular ſtatute in the univerfity, that no perſon who was a freeman of the city of Ox- 


ford, could be a member of the univerſity ; whereby it was determined, that lord Litchfield, who was a 
member of the taylors company, was diſqualified from being elected Chancellor. Very ſoon after lerd . 


Weftmoreland's election, in order to remove this obſtacle on another occaſion, he had intereſt enough 10 get 
his ſtatute repealed, 
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of lady Wiſeacre ; who vowed ſhe would have nothing more to ſay to kim, and 


that, as ſhe deſerved a whole man as well as any widow in the kingdom, ſhe 


would not do ſo much injuſtice to herfelf and her — as to be contented 


with the ninth part of one. 
How the captain's matters, in this reſpect, were patched up afterwards, whe- 


ther by tacking on again what had been ſnipt off, or by what other means, it 
would be difficult and tedious to relate. It is certain, however, that more than 
two years ago, he was pronounced a good man again by a great majority of lady 
Wiſeacre's domeſtics; by ſome of them, perhaps, with a view of promoting 

Having given a ſufficient account of the three competitors, I ſhall haſten as faſt 
as poſſible to the cataſtrophe of my ſtory. The confuſion and irregularities 
which had prevailed, for ſome years, in Jady Wiſeacre's family, required the 
hand of a vigorous and active maſter to correct and reform them. No houſe 
had formerly been more exemplary to the whole country for the great decency and 
order maintained in it: but, of late, things were much altered. The younger 
ſervants were ſuffered to run looſe about the country. Not one in ten of them 
could ſay his catechiſm. Very few of them could read; and even thoſe who 
ought to have read to them *, either could not, or would not do it. It lay, in 


a great meaſure, upon the upper ſervants to rectify theſe matters; and the time 


of chuſing a new huſband for lady Wiſeacre gave them an opportunity of taking 
one main ſtep towards it. We ſhall now ſee in what manner they made uſe of it. 
Their old maſter was no ſooner dead than Mrs. Browne, the houſe-keeper+, 


who is miſtreſs of all that female wiſdom called cunning, ſummoned together 
the head- ſervants & in the ſcullery ||, with the deſign of taking their ſentiments 
on the face of affairs in the family; or rather with a view of dictating her own. 


After opening the buſineſs 6f the meeting; Look ye, gentlemen, ſays ſhe, 


I will have nothing to do with that lord Sappling ;---I will not be governed by a 
boy; and, what is ſtill worſe, I will not be governed by lawyer Keene 1. You 


know very well, Mr. Puff q, faid ſhe, (ſpeaking to Peter the paſtry-cook) what 
a noiſe that fellow made ſome years ago, upon looking into one part of the ac- 
counts, and finding the paltry ſum of twenty thouſand pounds placed on the 


wrong ſide of the book **.” Aye, aye, ſays Peter, I ſhall never forget it. No 
lawyers, no lawyers. Immediately the cry of ns lawyers ran through the com- 
pany ; and thus concluded the fate of poor lord Sappling, who, though the fitteſt 


in the world to do the lady's buſineſs, loſt all hopes of ſuc. eſs from the unto- 


ward circumſtance of his being intimately acquainted with an honeſt lawyer, 
As for lord Safz, continued Mrs, Browne, we want none of his economy. 


here. It would be little for the credit of lady Wiſeacre's houſe-keeping to have 


the plumbs weighed out for the pudding, or a weekly view taken of the wine- 


cellar ;—beſides, I am not ſure, that he is not upon pretty good terms with another 


lawyer.++” 
« Turn your eyes, therefore, gentlemen, towards my noble captain. There's 


the man will fit us to a hair. If my lady marries him, he hath aſſured me, (for 


he. called here this morning) that all things ſhall go on in the ſame quiet road. 


Wc: ſhall have our — and oyſters as uſual, with the beſt turbots in the ſea- | 


The ET Oe in every ſcience, who a large ſalaries to read public lectures, but 2 are ſo idle and in- 


famous as not to do it. 
Doctor Brown, the preſent vice-cha ncellor. 


§ The heads of houſes, 


A place called Golgotha; where the heads of houſes always meet to conſult about the buſineſs 


of the univerſity, 
4 Dr. Blackſtone, Vinerian Profeſſor of civil law, and Principal of New-Inn Hall. 


C Dr. Niblett, warden of All- Souls co commonly called Puff Niblett, from his puffing ans. 


blowing winvever he ſpeaks, 
* A very few years ago Dr, Blackſtone being choſen one of the delegates of the univerſity preſs, in- 


ſpected the accounts, and found there ought to have been in the cheſt twenty thouſand pounds, not a fa:thing 
of which ſum could be produced or accounted for, it having, as is generally imagined, been ſpent in feaſt- 
ing, &c. which work of iniquity he publiſhed to the whole univerſity, 


++ Lord Mansfield. 
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ſon by the Birmingham coach; and you all know, gentlemen, that the veniſon 
of Ditchly is as good as any in the neighbourhood.” The very ſound of 
turkies, turbots and veniſon, of much to be eaten, and nothing to be done, put a ſtop 
to all farther deliberation, and immediately ſecured the votes and intereſts 
of the whole meeting for the captain, 

This was a very good beginning; but things might not have ended ſo well, 
had it not been for a countryman of yours, Mr. NoRTH BRITON&*, who, 
having cultivated an intereſt among the lower ſervants, and having ſome little 
deſign of his own to ſerve upon the lady, determined to drive them all into the 
aſſiſtance of the captain. Thus the game was ſecured for him, and he car- 
ried off his prize (for lord Safe's people were determined to ftand it out) by a 
majority of almoſt two to one. 

The wedding was celebrated at the captain s own houſe 4, with ſuch a pro- 
fuſion as had never been known within thoſe walls. The claret was ſuffered to 
extend itſelf almoſt the whole length of the firſt table; there was ſome port at 


the ſecond; and an enormous quantity of punch, which, according to the 


rule in Horace, had been NINE years in bottle, was diſtributed among the 
_ ſervants, 


But, alas! amidſt all this jollity, a cloud of melancholy was perceived to 


-overſpread the face of lady Wiſeacre. She could not, without concern, obſerve 


the ſtrange mixture of company which the captain had got together for her re- 


ception : and ſhe began to conclude, from hence, that ſhe was at length be- 
trayed into the hands of thoſe, who had always been the profeſſed enemies of 
her and her family, Theſe ſuſpicions were but too truly the preſages of her 
enſuing misfortunes. The captain, for near two years before, had ſpent great 


part of his time at a bagnio, near St. James's, and for reaſons which may be. 


eaſily gueſſed, was no longer poſſeſſed of that ſtock of athletic health and vigour 
which he uſed to enjoy when he reſided more conſtantly in the country. It was 
likewiſe ſoon diſcovered that he married lady Wiſeacre as much for the uſe of the 
Scotſman, to whom ſhe hath been proftituted, as for his own. The effect of 
this complication of corrupt embraces hath ſhewn itſelf in the breaking out of 
blotches and blains all over her, to the utter ruin of the poor woman's conſti- 
tution as well as her character. In ſhort, thoſe who ſpeak out plainly do not 
ſoruple to affirm, that ſhe hath caught the p—x from her huſband, and the 
i—h from her callant. She now ſubſiſts to ſhew, by her ſad example, that the 
moſt eſtabliſhed female virtue may fall a prey to the moſt contemptible Weila, when 
aſſiſted by the FALSEHOOD and TREACHERY of 5 etended friends. 


J am, Sir, yours, &c. 
N. N. 


* Altuding to the influence lord Bute Had on fome colleges, W his ſending them a peremptory order 
to vote for Lord Litchfield. 
+ The An. was inſtalled at Pirchly, by a deputation of the members of the univerſity, 
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Numb. XXX. Saturday, Dec. 25, 176 "Y 


Venit hoc mihi, Megadore, in mentem, te eſſe hominem divitem, factioſum. 


I have taken it into my head, my friend, that you are a rich, factious perſon, 


EN all political diſputes, the word fan is ; much in eſteem, and generally 
applied to the weaker fide, though, perhaps, there is not the leaſt reaſon to 
juſtify that application. If by a /a#im we mean nothing more than a party 
formed in a ſtate without any conſideration had to the principles on which it 
is formed, the means by which it is conducted, and the ends to which it is 
directed; in this ſenſe, the word is equally applicable to all parties, be their 
purpoſes good or bad, and comes entirely diveſted of that unfavourable idea, 
which uſually attends it. But, if by a faction we mean, according to general 
acceptation, a ſet of men formed into a party on ſeditious and felfiſh principles, 
and determined, at all events, to oppoſe the friends and ſacrifice the intereſts of 
the public to their own baſe and private views; in this ſenſe of the word, it be- 
comes us to be extremely cautious how we apply it. We ought fairly and can- 
didly to examine both ſides of the queſtion, impartially weigh their ſeveral me- 
rits, and place it there only, where juſtice declares it to be due, If we regu- 
Jate ourſelves according to the directions of reaſon, we ſhall, I truit, on ſuch 
an enquiry as 1s here propoſed, find the word faction as often applicable to the 
greater number, as to the leſs, and ſhall have as frequent right to give it to the 
abettors of an adminiſtration as to the ſupporters of an op poſition. 
One ſure and infallible criterion, by which every man may find out a faction | 
with the molt abſolute certainty, is, the wicked art of ſowing diſcord, and in- 
fuſing of groundleſs jealouſies among the people; whether directed r their 
old and firm friends, or their great and ſpirited allies. The firft weekly politi- 
cal paper, which has appeared ſince the change of the miniſtry, and has been 
countenanced and paid by government, was the BaITON, who has abuſed, in 


the moſt indecent terms, his majeſty's royal grandfather, our proteſtant ally the 


king of Pruſſia, the city of London, its firſt magiſtrate, and the people of Eng- 


Jand, This was the firſt wretch hired to ring the alarum bell of diſcord and 


ſedition. The unwearied labours of ſome others, for the four laſt years, to 


| blaſt the laurels of one man, we all remember; and what arts are made uſe of to 
inflame the people againſt him, ever ſince the SC9oT aſſumed the reins of govern- 


ment. Let facts ſpeak. Are we not now become an uneaſy, diſtruſtful, and 
divided people? And were we not a happy, confiding, and united nation, re-: 
ſpeed abroad, and bleſſed at home? Does not the preſent miniſtry occaſion the 


greateſt diſunion and animoſity ever remembered in this country? Are they not 


in the higheſt degree culpable of endangering the alienation of the beſt- inten- 
tioned ſubjects from the moſt gracious of fovereigns ? Did not the late miniſtry 
preſerve union and harmony in the nation ; and 8 they not the confidence of 
the public in an unlimited manner? Whence has the change ariſen? The pro- 
greſs of the preſent daring exertion of the new miniſter's enormous Power is worth 
remarking. The firſt ſacrifice to feed his proud arrogance, and to gratify his 
haughty and imperious nature, was Mr. Legge, that able and faithful chancellor 


of the Exchequer, who never preſumed to preſent an account to parliament, with- 


out being able to give real ſatisfaction on every article in it, and was ever ready 
to anſwer even the acute Sir ohm Philips, on every part of the demand made on 
the public; though it might have conſiſted of above two hundred articles, and 


have 
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have amounted to upwards of 1, 500, ooolk. He was turned ont ſolely from a 
perſonal pique of the miniſter. Mr. Pitt, and the noble lord, his brother, not 
very long aſter, quitted the adminiſtration, on their rejecting ſo wiſe and ſolid a 
plan of national henour, and indeed juſtice, that if it had bcen adopted, above 
half the deſtined victims of temerity and ignorance which have fallen at the Ha- 
vannah, had now, in all human probability, been alive, to have ſhared in the 


late glorics of their country. The next ſacrifice was the old, faithful ſervant of 


the crown, the duke of Newca/tle.—T will now only ſay, that the new miniſter, 
under the pretence of paring unneceſſary taxes on the ſubject, prevented that 
noble duke, who then preſided at the treaſury, from raiting an additional million, 
which the public creditors, in every department of government, now clamour 


for from a treaſury, which cannot, or will not pay them. The duke of Devon- 


ſhire has likewiſe nobly diſdainedte-ſuffer a name fo auſpicious to liberty, to be 


ranked among thoſe of a faction, whole firſt view ſeems to citabliſh the deſſori/zn 


his family has ever ſteadily and ſtrenuouſly oppoſed. Mr. Townſhend, whoſe 


ſuperior abilities, and extenſive knowledge, have been the admiration of man- 


kind, is now in no employment under an adminiſtration of ſo black a caſt, but 
ſtands as independant as unconnected with any part of it. It is remarkable, 
though not in the leaſt aſtoniſhing, that of all the miniſters, who, in the late 
and preſent reign, have carried the glory and power of this kingdom beyond 
that of all former ages, there is not one at preſent in the cabinet. Is not this 
the cleareſt evidence of faction in the new miniſtry ? I do not mention Mr. Fx, 


on this occaſion, as one of the miniſters, who have carried the glory of Eng- 
land to ſuch a ſtupendous height; becauſe, after the loſs of Minorca, the late 


king, in compliance with the wiſhes of a whole people, gave the reins of go- 
vernment into abler hands. Mr. Fox retired to a poſt not of ambition, but of 
avarice. Dead to every feeling of a public nature, the mini/ter was loſt to his 


country. The buſineſs of the. paymaſter was, indeed, very thoroughly attended 


to, and every agent, jobber, broker, contractor, ſchemer, Ec. 18 from him 
the moſt fair an patient hearing. As to other things of triking moment, he 
quietly and filently concurred in all the meaſures of government, even thoſe of 
the German war, though he is now, after the prelimmart 125 are ratified, very rea - 
dy to debate that queſtion +. Ts not this avowing, that while it could be of any 


Importance to his country, or of any detriment to himſelf, he choſe to wave 
that debate; now, when it is merely a point of curioſity, this wary miniſter 


wiſhes, like an artful old ſophiſt, to try the argument ? 

Do we not then diſcover clear marks of a Faction s having ſeized the helm of 
government ? Are all the moſt able and ſucceſsful miniſters excluded ? Who 
have ſucceeded ? The creatures of a Scottiſſ faction. The friends of liberty and 
the revolution have now no countenance but from the nation. The Tory faction 


is triumphant, and the moſt laviſh doctrine of affe ebedience and non- reſiſtance 


is preached up by every pamphleteer, and to its full extent inſiſted upon by an 
all-graſping miniſter, Is there a man, who has been zealous in the cauſe of 
liberty, or who heſitates about the goodneſs of the preliminaries, who does not 


think them quite equal to the ſplendor of the war, and the immenſe value of 


our conqueſts ? He is immediately diſgraced, We were indeed promiſed, that 
in this parliament, under the haleyon reign of a Britiſh monarch, every man 
might vote according to the honeſt FRates of his conſcience, without fear of 
fofing the e he is moſt ambitious of, or the ſmiles he moſt values. 
The king has nothing to aſk of his people, but what their hearts and voices 
will concur in: a iber, for the ſupport of hs power, mult nave all his mea 

ſures approved, and is ſecurity eſtabliſhed by a majority, The occurrences of 
a few days open a new ſcene to us. Not only the molt approved friends of go- 


* Sir Jehn Philipps, as uſual, began the laſt ſeſſion to nibble at the publie accounts; but Sir Fran, 
Daſtavc:d, the new Chancellor, would not gratify ſo impertinent a cunoiity, Si Joan in vain cat 9 
dir Francis was not fo raw a Catechumen as to give him any an{wer VRaicever, 

+ This declaration was made by Mr, Fox in a great aſſembly, after the ra atification of the preſiminaricy,” 
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vernment in the ſenate, but in almoſt every part of adminiſtration, no longer 
find protection or favour. A life of forty and ſixty years aſſiduity, with ac- 
knowledged integrity, in an important “ office, have not been able to ſave a 
ſecretary and a comptroller; but they are ungratefully diſmiſſed, and devoted 
as victims of the vengeance denounced againſt their benefactors, though con- 
feſſed not only innocent, but highly meritorious. Is not this deſcending to 


the loweſt dregs of faction? Are there not in ſuch proceedings the plaineſt marks 


of low and ſelfiſh deſigns, and of the intereſted views of a deſpicable faction? 

Faction likewiſe diſcovers itſelf in conſtantly keeping in view partial, ſe}fiſh 
ſchemes, in oppoſition to the intereſts of the public. Thus, in the late nego- 
tiations for a peace, when it was aſked, why it was not inſiſted that the fiſhery 
ſhould be preſerved intire to England, and if refuſed, the war be carried on ano- 


ther year; the anſwer always was, we cannot raiſe the ſupplies ] Is not this the 


language of a ſelf-intereſted faction? The honeſt anſwer is clear; then you ought 


to reſign to thoſe, who can raiſe the ſupplies and carry on the war, till we obtain 


what we have been promiſed, an equitable and glorious peace. A wicked faction 


only could purchaſe an ignoble and inglorious peace, by giving up to the perfidious 
French, and to the feeble and inſolent Spaniard, our molt valuable and important 


conqueſts, I will add an inſecure Peace; becauſe, whatever reſtores France to 


her former power and capacity of injuring her neighbours, renders the peace in- 
ſecure and infallibly draws on another war. France will now ſoon be in poſleffion 
of all her ſugar iſlands, thoſe great ſources of naval ſtrength and of wealth, of 


the northern hſhery, that nurſery of ſeamen ; and gpwards of twenty thouſand 
ſeamen are immediately to be given up, wunranſomed, to recruit her ſhattered, 
almoſt annihilated fleet, in order to lay the foundations of future rivalſhip of 


this nation. What ought to be aſcribed only to the OY or timidity of 
our new miniſter, France already makes a ſolemn mockery of to heaven, Dieu, 


far ſa bonte, ne permit pas, que la paix ſe fit au dejavantage de la 2 oi Oy 
& de la France. 


The language of Faction, has always been remarkable ; very laukble and 
W but full of treachery and falſehood. Thus the Barron, of laſt Satur- 


day, fays, Mio ever dreamed that the boaſted ſucceſs of the French at Newfoundland 


# ſhould add a freſh wreath to the preſent minifler”s political garland ? Mie could not ima- 


ine, that an unpractiſed miniſter ſhould, almoſt in the twinkling of an eye, have reco- 
vered, without expence to the nation, without effuſion of blood, that important ſettle- 


ment, to the loſs, diſgrace, and confuſion of our enemies, in ſuch a manner, that the 


loſs was ſcarcely felt before it was repaired, Now, that this is the language of 


falſehood and faction, will moſt evidently appear from theſe two clear proofs. 
The one is, that the ſhips which failed from hence did not arrive till after St. 


John's, &c. at Newfoundland, was entirely recovered from the French, The 
other, that the American officers, before the receipt of any orders from Europe, 
attempted and compleated this great ſervice, Lieutenant-colonel Amherſt, in 


his letter to the Earl of Egremont, ſays, According to the orders J received from 


Sir Feffr 65 Amherſt at New-York, of which your Lordſhip will have been informed, 


Kc. It is, therefore, moſt evident, that the loſs of Newfoundland ought to be 
aſcribed to the rneg/zgence of the new miniſter, and its recovery to the vigilance 
of the American officers, and in particular of Sir Feffrey Amherſt. I will only 


mention one fact, relative to the loſs of Newfoundland, becauſe it is not gene- 
rally known. It is, that a fortnight before Mr, Pitt reſigned, he inſiſted, that 
four [hips of the line ſhould be ſent for the protection of Newfoundland. Such a 
ſuccour, in all probability, had ſaved our merchants from a loſs not yet, nor 
likely for ſome years to be, fully repaired, 

I think it is now clear, from the principles and views, as ; well as the conduct 
and language of the adminiſtration, that the preſent miniſtry is a faction of a 
dangerous nature, and moſt miſchievous tendency. An oppoſition, therefore, to 


mealures, evidently calculated on one hand to reſtore our inveterate enemy, 


France, 
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France, to her priſtine ſtate of greatneſs, and on the other hand to depreſs the 
noble ſpirit of freedom, by inculcating the mean doctrines of the uncontroul- 


able power, and independency of any ſingle part of the Britiſh legiſlature, be- 
comes the duty of every honeſt man, and every ſincere lover of his country. It 


was, under ſuch circumſtances, at every period, undoubtedly the duty of a good 
man, now it becomes his g/ory ; becauſe he is likely in fo noble a cauſe to be 
reviled and perſecuted. Almoſt every friend of /berty and of revolution princi- 
ples has retired, or been diſmiſſed ; and it is generally believed, that every per- 
ſon brought in by the duke of Newcaltle, is now, by the preſent miniſter, to 
be turned ou except the King. 


The NoRTH BRITON preſents his compliments to the AupitoR, and returns 
his beſt thanks for the inſertion of the letter concerning FLORIDA, ſigned 


VIAron, in his laſt paper, and for the full credit he has a to the ſeve- 
ral facts it contains *, 


f * To the AUDITOR. 

8 I R, | 
AT a time when popular clamour is ſo loud, and prejudice ſo violent, 
c that the ſtill ſmall voice of truth can ſcarcely be heard ; it is ſome pleaſure 
to obſerve that all are not borne away by the ſtream, and that you, thouzh 
almoſt ſingle, oppoſe yourſelf t to its rage, and bravely attempt to {tem the 
Le torrent;” 
« You have laboured, not ted l to undeceive a miſguided people, 
to ſave them from the ſtrong impreſſions of artful miſrepreſentation, and 
more daring falſhood. You alone have refuſed to condemn men for what 
they are to do; to cenſure them for meaſures never taken, and arraign them 

for counſels which they did not give. Thus nobly employed in the cauſe 
< of truth, juſtice and patriotiſm, nay, of humanity itſelf ; every little aſſiſt- 
ance which any one's knowledge may enable him to give you, muſt, I am 
perſuaded, be acceptable to you. Let me then, Sir, contribute my mite, 


(0 


(e 


CC 


< which, though thrown into a treaſury, yet is ſtill of ſome value. 


Great art and much falſhood have been employed to ſet every acquiſition, 
„% made by the preſent treaty of peace, in a contemptible and diſadvantageous 


light. Countries whoſe value and importance were before univerſally 


acknowledged, became, the moment they were known to be ceded to us, 


of no value and importance. Great towns were diminiſhed to paltry villages; 
populous countries were reduced to uninhabited regions; and fertile and 
cultivated provinces were converted into barren and naked defarts. Such 


„ has been the fate of Canada; ſuch has been the fate of Florida. I ſhall 


« confine myſelf to the latter of theſe * : for this reaſon, I know the country. 


% Had our political writers confined themſelves within the ſame bounds, and 
'£ argued about nothing but what they knew, they would have wonderfully 


“ abridged their own labours, and have impoſed much leſs upon the patience 


and credulity of their readers. 


] have traverſed by far the greateſt part of this our new acquiſition; ; and 1 
ce do aſſure you and the public, that I never ſaw a finer country than Florida is 


c for the moſt part. Neat and comfortable houſes on the plantations ; well 
4 


AQ 


built, though, I confeſs, ſmall towns, and theſe in a well improved, and 


„ \jchly cultivated country, are what conſtantly ſtrike the eye of the traveller, 


« MW nat commercial advantages may be drawn from it, I leave. abler pens to 
« diſplay ; I ſpeak only of the appearance of the country: and yet this leads 
&« me to mention one advantage I appichend our Weſt-Indian iſlands may reap 


c from the poſſeſſion of that country, even in the commercial light. The-only, 


cc at preſent, profitable tracts of Florida, are certain large bogs, er marſhy 
% grounds, which produce an excellent kind of ſuel; deing pretty . the 
ame 
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e ſame thing which is called in England peet or turf: of this there is by far a 


greater quantity than would ſerve the inhabitants for firing, were they ten 
times more numerous than they are. Now, Sir, it is a fact notoriouſly true, 


$ and of which I have been an eye-witneſs, that all kind of fuel is extremely 


<« ſcarce in the Weſt-Indies; I do not mean for boiling the ſugars, for with 
ee that the traſh of the ſugar-cane ſufficiently ſupply them, but for domeſtic 
„ uſes: for the truth of this I appeal to every gentleman who has been in the 
* Weſt-Indies; indeed the ſcarcity is ſuch, that I can ſafely affirm, that not 
one of the lower kind of the planters have a comfortable fire in their parlours 


« or bed-chambers; nay, even amongſt the better ſort, I have ſeldom ſeen a 


good fire, though at the ſevereſt ſeaſon of the year, In Jamaica, I am told, 
« the caſe is otherwiſe; it may be ſo, I never was there, and I ſpeak only of 
* what: I know, But in Barbadoes, Antigua, St. Chriſtopher's, and Mont- 
« ſerrat, I have been, and what I have ſaid, I affirm to be a fact in thoſe 
“ iſlands. Is it then. a ſmall advantage to add, and that at a cheap rate, to 
* the conveniences and comforts of our fellow-ſubjects, fellow- ereatures, and 


e fcllow-chriſtians? 


„Let me add, and then I have done, that what I have ſaid i thoſe iſlands 
cis true of Guadaloupe, that favourite child of a very'indulgent, though, no 


doubt, very diſintereſted father, the author of an Examination of the com- 


«© mercial principles, &c. Poſſibly he may have been in Guadaloupe ; let him 


„ contradict me if I aſſert what is not true, and I will give him proof as fully 
„ convincing as a Cuſtom-houſe entry. 


I am, dir, your's, &c. 


VIATOR-” 


Numb. XXXI. Saturday, Jan. 1, 1763. 


SOLON rempublicam duabus rebus contineri dixit, PR zm1o & Pæna. 
CICERO, 


SoL o ſaid, that Government is maintained by two things, R EWARD 
and PUNISHMENT. 


HE doctrine of rewards and puniſhments has always operated in a very power- 


ful manner on the paffions of the weak and ſelfiſh part of mankind. It 


is a queſtion which would require a nice diſcuſſion, whether the divine or poli- 
tician has more frequently been obliged to have recourſe to it, or has made the 


moſt converts by this efficacious application to our hopes or fears. I own that 1 


am rather inclined to the pslitician, becauſe he brings all his artillery in view, 


to begin an immediate attack, and in caſe we do not ſurrender at d:ſcretion we 
ſee that the effect will be as inſtantaneous as it is certain. The divine allures 


us with the moſt pleaſing hopes, or alarms us with a proſpect of much terror, 
but then it is believed to be ſo diſtant, that the danger ſeems to diminiſh, and 
he is obliged in a good meaſure to truſt to a reverſion of rewards and puniſhments, 
am ſorry to obſerve, that man is ſo ſhort-ſighted, as well as ſuſpicious, that 
theſe kinds of rever/ion ſcarcely operate at all; while others of an infamous na- 
ture have, on baſe and groveling minds, produced the moſt wonderful effects. 
i have known a reverſion for three lives on the Triſh eflabliſhment operate in ſo ſur— 
priſing a manner, that with an effrontery, and contempt of parliament, of 
which only that one man is capable, a modern ſtateſman, ſome few years ago, 


ventured 
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ventured to give it under his hand, that he would take the conduct of the houſe of 
commons &. 
Though I muſt ſay, that the iron min//erral rod of power was certainly never 
lifted ſo high, nor ever fell with ſo much weight, and unrelenting crue}ty on 
the ſubject; yet, I am very ready to acknowledge the great ſagacity cf our poli- 
ticians in general, and eſpecially of the miniſter now at the head of the PÞr7!7/ 
government, in the diſtribution of rewards and puniſhments, I only heſitate a 
little as to the quantum, which does not ſeem to me always accurately adjuſted, 
J could mention ſeveral, but 1 ſhall contine myſelf to two ſtriking inſtances, 
which by compariſon will perhaps be ſhewn in a ſtronger light. I mean the 
rewards beſtowed on thoſe two very extraordinary gentlemen, Mr, Pitt and 
Mr. Rigby. I cannot but be of opinion that they are quite diſproportionate to 
the reſpective merits of each. Mr. Pitt ſeems to me greatly overpaid : Mr. 
Rigby is penuriouſly dealt with, if we conſider the variety and importance of 
his ſervices. Mr. Pitt, from the annuity he enjoys, does not receive quite 
25200. a year. Mr. Rigby is Maſter of the Rolls in Ireland: which is 1 bool, 
a year, and is likewiſe one of the Vice-7; reaſurers of that Kingdom, which is a 
good 3,000]. more. Mr. Rrgby has then in all 4600). a year, which is little 
more than twice what Mr. Pitt receives from the public. Mr. P's ſervices, 
however, have been formerly acknowledged by his ſovereign to be great and 
important +: Mr, Rigby's have not that eciat, The reaſon perhaps may be, 


| becauſe they are ſecret ſervices; perhaps ought to remain fo; and from the 


modeſty of their nature, as wel! as of their author, ſhould not only carefully 
be kept from the glare of oſtentation, but even concealed from diſcovery, They 
are not leſs eſſential becauſe they are ſecret ſervices ; and in my conſcience, J 


believe they are of ſuch a nature, that Mr. Pitt would be found totally inca- 


pable of reaching in ſo ſuperlative a degree. I cannot perſuade myſelf, that 
Mr. Pitt could have done ſuch real ſervices to the dute of Bedford, when his 


_ grace, in fo amiable and endearing a manner, adminiſtered the government of 


Ireland, as Mr. Rigby actually al frequently did—by his mild and moderate 
counſcls. I am likewiſe of opinion, that in his late tour to France, on that 
arduous buſineſs of the negotiations for peace, his grace had particular obliga- 


tions to Mr. Rigby—in private hints, and perhaps even amendments of the 


preliminaries, which have made them appear fo correct and high-finiſned, that 
they are unverfally admized, If I might be indulged a bold covjcAure, I 


| ſhould be inclined to give Mr. Rigby the particular merit of that article, vhich 


deſcribes count ies ſo accurately by their lying on the Je? ſide of the river 1 2 
ſipbi; and I think he ought to be appointed firf? geographer as well as A Y 


Felis (or ſhould it not be Revels?) in Ireland. The merit of Mr. Riz; th LNCS 


forth here in full luſtre, We muſt likewiſe in Juſtice aſcribe to the. wiſe 10 


ſalutary advice of that gentleman all the happineſs our fellow ſubjects of freland 


enjoyed under the beloved adminiftration of his grace of Bedford, as well as a 
Mare of the gloties of a peace, which has ſaved Eugland froin the certain ruin 
of ſucceſs, and preſerved to her all thoſe conqueſts, which were of any value or 
importance. In che whole of theſe tranſactions Mr. Piti had not the leaſt 
ſhare, 5 EE | 

I will do the miniſtry juſtice in every thing. There is, I confeſs, a fitneſs 
and propriety in the mode of rewarding theſe two gentlemen, which does ho- 
nour to the diſcernment of the adminiſtration, Of the plenteous crop of laureis, 
which Mr. Pitt has gathered, the faireſt, and the only laurels likely to be 
evergreen, have come from America, The revenues, therefore, of the new 
world have been taxed to pay a little tribute to its conqueror. The fcene of 
Mr. Ripby's glory is Ireland. The modeſt Triſh bay encircles his modeſt brow, 


and her ſweet harp ever reſounds with his praiſes. Her ſons, therefore, with 


the ſtricteſt propriety, as well as wonderful chearfulneſs, now pay the 4,cool, 


*The Right Honourable Henry Fox, Efquire, 
+ See Lendon Gazette of Ocfeber 10, 1761, 


B b a year, 
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a year, to ſupport the dignity of this Engliſh patriot, their late adored governor ; 
for TRINCULO well fays, You ſhall be vice-roy, but I will be vice-rey over you. 

In another inſtance where Mr. Pitt has never concurred, Mr, Rigby has 
ſteadily ſerved his country. We all know that Mr. Fox has ever been the dar- 
Jing of the people, as well as the particular favourite of the Cocoa-tree, Some 
malevolent writers have, indeed, ſome years ago, compared him to CATILINE, 
(for I mult correct the ſpelling of the ignorant Aupixrok, who always writes 
CATALINE) I ſuppoſe only from the circumſtances of CATILINE'S having 
been the Paymaſter of all the ſeditious and profligate in Roms ; but the body of 
the people have always had the utmoſt truſt and confidence in him, This vir- 

tuous miniſter, who, by ſo fully opening his—heart, has now opened the eyes 
of the parliament, though not of the public, Mr. Rigby has ſupported : Mr. 
Pitt firmly oppoſed, and never concurred in.any of his great and glorious ſchemes 
for his country, | 


The compariſon of Mr. Prrr with Mr. RIGBV. 


Among many things, which claim our admiration in both theſe men, one of 
the chief is, that from inconſiderable helps they attained to ſuch greatneſs, In 
this reſpect Mr. Pitt has the advantage; for he has no partner, none to ſhare 
his glory; whereas Mr. Rigby has been joined with many others, and has 
always acted rather in an inferior and ſubordinate ſphere. Mr. Pt, almoſt 
alone in his age, ſeems to have poſſeſſed that great political virtue, the art of 
governing kingdoms to their own ſatisfaction, which the ancients laid down as 
the greateſt perfection which the nature of man could acquire, 

In comparing their lives, we may obſerve, that this was common to them 
both; they were not born to any ſhare of the legiſlature of their own country, 
but both raiſed themſelves to be conſiderable among their fellow- citizens, and 
to have voices in the ſenate. This was, indeed, effected by different methods. 
Mr. Pitt obtained his ſeat in parliament by the unanimous ſuffrages of a few 
gentlemen of virtue and diſcernment. Mr. Rigby has put himſelf upon his 
country more at large, and has generally canvaſſed the dregs of the people in 
the ſame manner Czar did for the poſt of Pontifex Maximus, and with them 
has found the ſame ſucceſs. This is peculiar to Mr. Pitt, that the palm of 

virtue and ability was readily yielded to him by every man of every party; 
whereas any great ſuperiority of virtue or talents has been diſputed by many 
with Mr. Rigby. Every prudent, every modeſt, every decent part, has becn de- 
nied to be his praiſe ; and I have, indeed, never heard that he has made any 
ſerious claim to either, In this, the difference is glaring, PLUTARCH ſays, 
QUuINTUS SERTORIUS was-already in high eſteem for his former ſervices in the war, 
and his great abilities in the ſenate-houſe; whereas EUMENES obtained what he had, 
when he had been only a DECRETARY, and had been ee for the meanneſs of his 
IF employment. 
3 As to eloquence, they are both confeſſedly ct; and 1 ſcarcely know how 
to compare them, If the eloquence of Mr. Pitt has been compared to the bold 
thunder, that of Mr, Rigby is undoubtedly the briſk lightening. Mr. Pitt never 
„ fails to perſuade, to awaken, to rouze the paſſions, and to gain them over to 
1 the ſide of truth and virtue. Mr. Rigby as ſeldom has failed to enliven, to 
entertain, to amuſe, and where he has found his own language ſink under the 
powers of his oratory, he has opened to us all the claſſical treaſures of the great 
0 Roman, LILLY, (not Tully) and has boldly denounced the terrors of his 
vengeance againſt omne quod exit in hauſen +. hg 

As to their negotiations, Mr. Rigby is to be preferred. Mr. Pitt has been 

„ concerned only in one negotiation with the perfidious Gaul, whom he brought 
bl to ſue for peace in our capital, Mr. Rigby has twice adventured to the capitals 
| of his enemies the French, and of his dear friends the [riſh, on important nego- 


+ An expreſſion of Mr, Rigby's in a great aſſembly. 


tlations. 


TO 
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tiations. Their motives were the ſame, and motives are the foul. of actions, 
by which wiſe men have at all times meaſured the merits of them, Mr. Pitt 
ſeems to fee] the moſt ſincere benevolence and diſpoſition to do good to the 
people of England; Mr. Rigby, a much better Chriſtian, to our late enemies, 
the people of France; by which, as they are certainly more numerous than the 
j::djects of the Britiſh empire, the. benevolence of Mr. Rigby becomes more 
dilated, and is more univerſal than that of Mr. Pitt. In the negotiation like- 
wiſe, Mr. Rigby's open, unſuſpicious nature, relies on the royal word of the 
French king, that he will not fortify St. Peter's, &c. which all Europe knows 1s 
.ample ſecurity ; whereas Mr. Pitt very uncourteouſly infiſts (and this only one 
of four zndiſpen/ible conditions) on the reſidence of a Commiſſary, among people 
who do not with for his company, and on the viſits of the commander of the 
Britiſh ſquadron at Newfoundland, which muſt be unwelcome to every ſingle 
Frenchman there. As to Mr. Rigby's negotiations among the [ri/h, their affect | 
tion to him is now by no means equivocal, The returns he makes, I think, 
are ſcarcely adequate to the exuberant kindneſs of ſuch friends ; for he is now 
endeavouring to obtain an act to enable him to take here the oath of office, as 
joint Vice-Treaſurer of Ireland, which will deprive them of his wiſh'd-for com- 
pany in that kingdom, and of the opportunity of giving him the moſt ſolid and 
 firiking proofs of their eſteem and affection. This they will the more lament, 
becauſe by his politely taking a French leave of them, they loft an opportunity 
(of which they were unirerlally ambitious) of giving him indelible marks of 
their gratitude. 
As that body is, without doubt, the moſt Aang and healthy, which can beſt 
ſupport extreme cold and exceſſive heat, ſo that is the moſt firm and vigorous 
mind, which is not elated with proſperity, nor dejected in adverſity. In this 
reſpect the virtue of Mr. Pitt appears more compleat. He was for many years 
the admiration of all his fellow-citizens; on a ſudden, the wicked arts, and 
falſe ſuggeſtions of a few malevolent and envious men, the hirelings of the mean 
Scot, for a ſhort time obſcured his fame, and eclipſed his glory. His conduct 
on both occaſions was the ſame ; modeſty, calm ſenſe, and dignity attended 
1 him. Mr. Rigby has ever been in "the ſame eftcem with mankind ; therefore we 
have no trial of the firmneſs or fortitude of his mind. 
Mr. Pitt ſeems to have the advantage of Mr. Rigby in the number acl great- 
neſs of his exploits. There is a glory round Mr. Pitt from Louiſbourg, Quebec, 
Pondicherry, &c. which no fane man looks for round Mr. Rigby. On the other 
hand, Mr. Rigby has the merit of having reſtored concord to a neighbouring 
kingdom, and of enthroning peace and himſelf in the heart of every true Iriſſi- 
man; Mr. Rigly too deſerves a diſtinguiſhed niche in the temple of domeſtic con- 
cord. If the congueror”s laurel be peculiarly Mr. Pitt s, the lover's mgrile 1 is no 
leſs Mr. Rigby's. 
As to their more private chart att both Mr. Pitt and Mr. Rigby have gene- 
roſity and ſpirit. In other things they differ. Mr. Pitt is abſtemious, tempe- 
rate, and regular; Mr. Rigby indulges more in convivial pleaſures, is an excel- 
lent bon vivant, perfectly amiable and engaging in private life. Mr. Pitt, by 
the moſt manly ſenſe, and the fine Gillis of *y warm and ſportive imagination, 
can charm the whole day; and as the Greek ſaid, his entertainments pleaſe even 
the day after they are given. Mr. Rigby has all the gibes and gambols, and flaſhes 
of merriment, which ſet the table in a roar ; but amidſt his profuſion of pleaſures, 
and even amongſt his roſes, fierce repentance rears her ſnaky creſt, and the day 
e after a cruel head- ach, at leaſt, frequently ſucceeds, In ſhort, I wiſh to ſpend 
all my days with Mr. Pitt; but I am afraid, that at night I ſhould often ſkulk 
to Mr. Rigby and his friends. 
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Here ſtood her opium, here ſhe nurs'd her owls, 
And here ſhe plann'd th' imperial ſeat of fools, Poet. 


ToOTHE COCOA-TAEE 


GENTLEMEN, 

I ſis now ſo much become the faſhion to addreſs you, that common polite- 
"neſs ſeems to give you a right to a few lines from the NoRTH Briton. 
To you then he calls, but with no friendly voice. He feels neither affection, 
nor eſteem for you. He equally deteſts your principles and your practices. He 
has marked you for may years, factious, ſeditious, and very near rebe!l:vus. For 
four years only, under the patriot miniſter, whom you have now deſerted, he 
was witneſs to your acting on revolution principles; but how little you were in 
earneſt, and how faintly your hearts glowed even then with the generous warmth 
of liberty, your preſent conduct bears full evidence. I ſhall not now attempt 
your hiſtory as a party. That is too large a field for a weekly paper: longa oft - 


hiſtoria, longe ambages. A few of the outlines J will mark, and if they are faith- 


ful, and drawn after truth, they will be more bold than regular. I ſhall confine 
mylelf almoſt entirely to ſome circumſtances, I believe of importance, which 
are ſtill unnoticed by abler pens; and I will point out a few, though not of 
your amiable, yet of your leading features, 

The infinite number of writings you formerly publiſhed t to rocamaniend paſſin we 


obedience, non-refs, Nance, and indefeaſible right, were a diigrace to the free g ivirn- 
ment under which you lived; and your flaviſh maxims Jed a former unhappy 
prince, James the Second, to attempt the reducing into practice what you had 
for ſome years inculcated through the nation as the clear right of the Crown, 


You have now rather ſoftened the terms, and you only talk of the independency 
and prerogative of the crown ; but your meaning clearly remains the ſame. Theſe 
were the univerſal doctrines, and ara ries of a Tory, All your friends at 
your head-quarters in the capital loudly proclaimed theſe tenets of ſlay ery, and 
your favourite country reſidence of Oxford echoed them through the nation. 
They were talked, written, and preached into vogue by venal, proſtiture prieſts, 
The judgment and decree of the Univerſity of Oxford, paſjed in the Convocation, 
July 21, 1683, is full of maxims which overturn the frit principles of all free 
governments, and of all civil liberty. That there is a mutual contract, tacit or 
expreſs, between a prince and his ſubjefts : That the ſovereignty of England is in 


the three eftates, viz. king, lords, and commons: | hat ſelf-preſervation is the funda- 


mental law of nature: That there lies no obligation upon Chriſtians to paſſive ebedi- 
ence, when the prince commands any thing againſt the laws of our country, &c. &c, 
&c. Theſe are only a few of the many propoſitions, which the Univerſity of 
Oxford declared to be falſe, ſeditious, and impious, and Rapin ſays, the Decree 
was preſented to the King with great ſolemnity, and was very graciouſly received. I 
appeal to the common ſenſe of mankind, whether the Engliſh government is 
not entirely overturned by theſe maxims, which only the profeſſed ſlaves of a 
Turkiſh emperor could ſurely without bluſhing offer to the Grand Signior. Bo- 
LINGBROKE ſays, that they are as abſurd in their natures as terrible in their conſequences, 
and wauld ſhock the common ſenſe of a SAMOJEDF, or an Hor TEN TOT. The Uni- 
verſity ordered, that IN PERPETUAL MEMCRY, theſe their decrr s ſhall be entered 
into the regiſtry of the convocation, &c, The Houſe of | SEG in 1710, ordered this 

decree 
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decree to be burnt by the hands of the common hangman; but IT deſire to be in- 
formed whether it does not now remain at Oxford UNREPEALED *. 

Many, however, of the conſiderable Tories concurred in the revolution which 
was brought about, again/? their principles; but they all ſoon repented of it, 
and were never hearty friends to king William, though many of them were fa- 
voured by him. They continued generally! in very ill humour with the govern- 
ment till the latter end of queen Anne's reign, when their machinations againſt 
the houſe of Hanover were manifeſt to all Europe ; and they actually betrayed 
to France almoſt all the members of the grand alliance. Their particular ſpleen 
to the Dutch, to whom this nation was ſo greatly indebted for the revolution, is 
remarkable. The following orders were ſent to lord PRIVY SEAL, who was then 

the great tool of that faction, for his farther conduct: Tou are to ſtop all in- 
«© ſtances for procuring the Tarif of 1664 to the Durch; you are to decline 
+ abloJutely to confer any farther with them upon any ciatier—and the queen 
ce looks upon herſelf, from their conduct, now to be under no obligation what- 
<« ever to them.” Report from the Committee of Secrecy, the gth of June, 
1715, p. 12, and afterwards, p. 30. Mr. St. John writes a long letter to the 
lord PRIVY SEAL, and 9 him to lay the entire blame of all that has — 9 
to the Dutch. 

The peace of Utrecht, gentlemen, was nfamcully patchen up by your party, 
and therefore you are to be deteſted for having laid the foundation of all the 
future troubles of Europe. I muſt, however, own, that on the 24th of April, 
1714, both Houſes of Parliament preſented an addreſs to the Queen, to expreſs. 
the juſt ſenſe which they had of her Majeſty's grodneſs to ker people, in delivering them 
by a ſafe, honourable, and aduantageous peace with France and Spain, &c, In the 
| Houſe of Commons this reſolution paſſed nemine contradicente, the friends of 
liberty having at that time agreed to avoid unmeaning diviſions, and to reſerve 
themſelves for a more favourable exertion of their ſpirit. Your pens now flouriſh 
on PREROGATIVE juſt as they did at that time, The meſſage to the Houſe of 
Commons on the 8th of May, 1713, begins, As it is the undoubted PREROGA- 
TIVE of the crown to make peace and war, &c, The laſt addreſs, preſented on 
the 13th of December, 1762, has theſe words, Although to make peace and war 
be your Majeſty's juſt and undoubted pREROGATIVE, Sc. In little more than a 
twelvemonth another Houſe of Commons, nemine contradicente, impeached Lord 
Oxford, and Lord Bolingbroke, of high treaſon, for ſome of the articles of this 
very treaty, One of the articles of impeachment againſt the Earl of Oxford, 

was, that he had treacherouſſy adviſed the gth article of the treaty of commerce with 
France, and the giving to the French the liberty of fiſhing and drying fi/h on New- 
FOUNDLAND. All Europe laughed at the firſt reſolution, and deteſted the vile 
flattery and venality of that parliament. The Queen, in her anſwer, ſaid, / 
eſteem this addreſs as the united voice of my affeftionate and loyal ſubjefts. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, the Lords, in their very firſt addreſs to King George I. ſay, thoy 
hope to recover the reputation of this kingdom 1 in foreign parts, the bofs of which is by 
no means to be imputed to the nation in general, The Commons declared, Ve are 
ſenſibly touched, not only with the difappointment, but with the reproach brought upon 
the nation by the unjuſtifiable concluſion of a war, which was carried on at fa vaſt an 
EXPENCC, nel was attended with ſuch unparalleled ſucceſies : but as that difl.onour 
cannot in juſtice be imputed to the whole nation; ſa we firmly Bote and believe that, 
through your Maje;?y"s great wiſdom, and the faith ful endeavours of your Commons, 
the reputation of theſe your kingdoms will, in due time, be vindicated and reſtored. 

What paſſed, gentlemen, among your friends at Oxford in the beginning of 
the reign of his Majeſty's great-grand-father, and how opportunely Majo-Ge— 
neral Pepper arrived there, with a conſiderable body of horſe, to your utter con- 
fuſion, = the ruin of all your rebellious deſigns, is freſh in our memories. 
Oxford was then known to be the ſtrong hold of Facebiti/m; but I believe, even 


* It is expected that this infamous Decree will be ſoon repealed, at the particular requeſt of their preſent 
Chancellor, 2 as an indubita dle proof of his uncere converſion to the principles of n and the Rewo.ution, 


C C | then, 
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then, in fear, or modeſty, you only called yourſelves Tories. After the Duke 
of Ormond was attainted by act of parliament, the ſuperior numbers of your 
friends in the Univerſity, by a great majority, elected his brother the Earl of 
Arran their Chancellor, to teſtify, as the Vice-Chancellor publicly declared, 
their obligations to the ſamily of BUTLER, and to expreſs their gratitude to his GRACE 
for the many ſervices to the Pretender. To the Earl of Arran, Lord Ii - 
moreland ſucceeded, by the ſtrongeſt of all recommendations to the Univerſity ; 
for he was ſaid to be the man in the kingdom moſt perſonally obnoxious to our 
late Sovereign. The Earl of Meſimoreland was ſucceeded by Lord L1TCHFIELD; 
and your party, gentlemen, grew ſo greatly in favour, that OXFORD now 
gave us chancellors for courticrs, and of her doors we made chancellors ; for that 
remark; able year teemed with the dire omen (which heaven avert!) of the ſame 
ar * made Chancellor of the Exchequer, and comp! aller of the ugh Borlace Club. 
He at once adminiſtered the finances of this kingdom to the purpoſes of a Ger 
mam War in its full extent, and artfully guided the nice, conſtitutional toaſts o 
that virtuous, patriot club. Your favours; and thoſe of government, which he 
had merited by a long ſucceſſion of ſervices, were ſhowered down for the firſt 
time on the ſame great object, who had, in ſome degree, (credite poſters ]) the 
- confidence of both. I muſt obſerve, that the poor old intereft expired a little 
before this time, deſerted at leaſt, perhaps betrayed, by thole ſhe had moſt con- 
| fided in. She had, indeed, but a little before ſcen her preſent Oxford chancellor 
ſubſcribe a parchment full of wonderful promiſes to ſupport her ; but ſhe had 
1 likewiſe ſeen his orders to eraſe his name from it, with an expreſs and very true 
| declaration, that he would not abide by what he had ſigned +. 
1 [ am not ſurpriſed, gentlemen, at your preſent virulence againſt that great 
N perſon, whom, next to King [/Ull:um, every Engliſhman reveres as his deliverer ; 
1 and, I appeal to daily obſervation, almoſt every Scotſman deteſts and reviles; 
Ever ſince the battle of Culloden, to which his Majeſty owes his crown, he has 
been the marked object of your abuſe. How much of the admired invective of 
the celebrated Radcliffe's harangue was pointed by your favourite orater of ſedi- 
tion, the factious, peſtilent, vain 7 old man, againſt our great deliverer? Has your 
prefent & leader caught of you the foul ſtain of ingratitude to our great friend; 
and, falling on ſo rank a ſoil, has he improved it by treachery to a noble 6. 
generous beben Aer ? How near did your orator approach to the very verge of 
treaſon, to gain your applauſe? I well remember your apprehenſions at the fre- 
quent repetitions of the word REDEAT, and your loud applauſes, when you 
found that though the guilt of treaſon was clearly incurred, yet the orater had 
contrived to fare himſelf from the penalty of the law. How were you charmed 
with Carming tum melius, cum venerit ipſe, canemus, and many other expreſſions 
totally void of all meaning and wit, but what mult ariſe from their being trea— 
ſon to the conſtitution of your country? The ſtandard of diſaffection was then 
ct up at Oxfird, and your midnight orgies wers ſuch as every true lover of his 
country heard of with horror. What your wiſhes were in the time of the laſt 
rebellion, is now univerſally known; and your intrigues with the court of 
its France have heen fully unravelled. DrvyMan, who died in Paris ſoon after the 
5 battle of Culladen, the penſioner and agent of the French king, was for ever with 
. you at the Cacaa-Tree; nor will you dare to deny that your ncgociation with 
the court of France became fruitleſs from this ſingle point, that you inſiſted on 
the French firſt landing here, the court of France inſiſted on your firſt rifmg in 
arms, which only your poltroonery kept you from. Had your courage equalled 
is 3 | your diſpofition to rebellion, you had joined your veto allies the Scots at Derby, 


1 and the Engliſh had delivered this free country from a few more of her baſe and 
i unnatural ſons. 
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1 | Forgrve me, gentlemen, when I recal your attention to the general election 
| e in 1754. You then ſupported Lord MWenman and Sir James Daſauood. Did 
* Sir Francis Daſhwood, Bart. 


This curious parchment is ſtill in being. 


1 Dr. King. 8 Mr. Fex. 
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either of them afſocrate in the time of the moſt imminent danger to the ſtate, 
when the Pretender was at the head of a conſiderable body of rebels in the heart 
of the kingdom ? In the reams of paper you blotted in advertiſements, did you 
ever once name his majeſty king George, or the houſe of Hanover? Did not 
this give the nation the ſtrongeſt ſuſpicions of your loyalty and affection to his 
majeity's family? I bluſh, when Ladd, that in the reign of his grandſon you 
are careſſed and truſted, 

Yet, gentlemen, I will be far from blending you all in one common mals, as 
tinctured with Jacobitiſm; I could name ſome among you, who, though gene- 
rally actuated by caprice, yet I know have had, in their few cool moments of 
reflection, an averſion to all momarchial government, and have held in perpetual 
deriſion the pe. and veneration due to kings. All their ill-bred and indecent 
jokes on Ai ing hands, &c. are well remembered. His majeſty's father ſaid to 
the two * moſt remarkable, when they profeſſed much devotion to his ſervice, 
1 know you both well ; you would indeed make me the greateſl STADTHOLDER Eng- 
land ever had. Yet, notwithſtanding all their parade of /iubborn + virtue, We 
have feen theſe two men ready to go into all the moſt odious meaſures, to run 
all lengths, and to become very practicable, or rather very pliable; for prattica- 
bility implies a dexterity in buſineſs, which we have never yet ſeen in either of 


them. It is the obſervation of Swift, “ Employments in a ſtate are a reward 
for thoſe who entirely agree with it. 


For example, a man, who, upon all 
& occaſions, declared his opinion of a commonwealth to be preferable to a mo- 
cc. narchy, would not be a fit man to have employ ments; let him enjoy his opi- 
„ nion, but not be in a condition of reducing it to eraftice.” 

I ſhall now, gentlemen, only make one farther remark, that while you have 
been regularly preaching ſubmiſſion, and practiſing e ppoſitian to the crown, the 
impartial world will conclude that you believe the crown has not hitherto been 
placed where you may think it ought, and therefore you waited till then to 
practice your old doctrine of non-re/jtence; a doctrine you have ever forgot to 
the Hanover family. For my part, I have ever been perſuaded that the happi- 
neſs of this government depends on the ſecurity of his majeſty's undoubted title, 
founded on thoſe principles, which eſtabliſhed the glorious revolution, and I. 
hope will ever warm the breaſt of every Engliſhman, 


* am, Gentlemen, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


The NORTH BRITON. 


* Ear) 1, and Sir 25 4, Eart, 


+ So Talbet's want of place is want of ſenſe, | 
And Daſhwosd's ſtubborn virtue downright in ſolence. 


: Paul Whitehead's TOP to Dr. Thompfon, 


We have ſeen how ul born the virtue of Sir Francis Daſlrond Was, particularly; in the Pxcii 73 but it 
was ſcarcely fo real as Lord Tallot's cant of a face. 


Numb. 


x08 | THEE NUR TH ERITON, 


Numb. XXXIII. Saturday, Jan. 15, 
I 703. ” 


Naturam expellas furca licet, uſque recurret. Honk. 


For nature, driven out with proud diſdain, 
All- powerful goddeſs, will return again. . FRANCIs. 


Cannot ſufficiently admire the modeſty of thoſe writers who congratulate 
the public on a total abolition of party, and the univerſal ſatisfaRtion and 
harmony which prevail throughout the nation; at a time when every honeſt 
face is clouded with diſtruſt, and every honeſt heart full of grief; when the old. 
and tried friends of the conſtitution are retired in diſcontent, or rudely thruſt 
from their ſeats, though the influence of the old avowed enemies of the preſent 


family on the throne, headed by a miniſter, whoſe country, before he was in 


power, and whoſe behaviour fince, has rendered him jultly ſuſpected, and ge- 
nerally odious. However great the advantages of union amongſt ourſelves may 
really be, and however they may be magnified beyond their true extent, by the 


venal inſtruments of power, I ſhould think them much too dearly purchaſed, 


if they could be purchaſed that way, by throwing all places of truſt, honour, 


and profit into the hands of the Torzes, whom no true lover of his country can 


behold without ſuſpicion in any place of truſt at all. . 

If we look ſome years back, we ſhall find that party was wholly ſuſtained by 
the great abilities of ſome few among them, who made it ſubſervient to their 
private piques or intereſts, and had ingenuity enough to puzzle the cauſe with 
dexterity, and confound thoſe whom they could not convince. At preſent, 
happily for this nation, there 1s not one able man amongſt them; their heads 
are as bad as their hearts: thoſe who have taken up their pen in their behalf have 
made a bad cauſe worſe, by the manner in which they have handled it, and 
notwithſtanding the various palliations and unmeaning diſtinctions they have 
made uſe of, their principles are laid open to the nation, and in every honeſt 
man's mouth is to be found that antient, and I will venture to ſay, for I will, 
in the courſe of this paper, undertake to prove it, true afſertion—Shew me 4 
Tory, and I will ſhew you a JACOBITE, 3x N . 

As this aſſertion may, perhaps, ſeem too general and ſevere to many moderate 
perſons, and as the abettors of that reviving party, will no doubt tell us, that 
theſe words have by no means the ſame import; that they differ as much in 
latitude of ſignification as in their original ; that they are entirely employed on: 
different objects; that the name of Tory ſubſiſted long before that of Facobite 


was known, which was afterwatds graited upon it merely from an unfortunate 


accident, as they call it, or as we would term it by a ſpecial providence ; as they 
will inſiſt that the name of Tory cannot include that of Jacobite, at any rate, 
though they will indeed candidly allow, that the name of Jacobite includes that 
of Tory; as all theſe pretences carry with them ſeme ſhew of reaſon, I ſhall 
now give this point a more particular diſcuſſion. I ſhall conſider the real import 
of theſe words, and ſhall, I truſt, before J have done, convince the impartial 
reader, that he may with the greateſt propriety pronounce them Hhnonymolis. 

A Tor; in the true and original meaning of the word, not to gloſs it over with 
vain and artificial interpretations, was a maintainer of the infernal doctrine of 
arbitrary power and indefeaſible right on the part of the ſovereign, and of paſ- 
ſve obedience and non-reſiſtance on the part of the ſubject; a doctrine which 
many preceding monarchs had endeavoured to eſtabliſh by cunning, but which 

the 
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the STVARTS firſt openly avowed, and would have confirmed by force. The 
Tory maintained, that the king held his crown of none but God; that he could 
not, by the moſt flagrant violation of the laws, by the moſt tyrannical exercife 
of his power, forfeit his right; that the people were made entirely for him, 
and that he had a right to diſpoſe of their fortunes, lives and liberties, in de- 
fiance of his coronation oath, and the eternal laws of reaſon, without the ſub- 
ject having any right to demand æedreſs of their grievances, or, if their demand 
was denied, to ſeek it in. themſelves. Does not the Jacobite hold theſe very 
- tenets ? Are not his articles of ſtate-faith of the ſame complexion? Where is 

the one different from the other, -unleſs in name? Will the Tories tell us, that 
what they maintain relates only to the ſyſtem of government, to which the Fa- 
cobite adds a particular conſideration of an attachment to the intereſts of the 
Stuart family, whereas they are zealous for the preſent family? They may have 
impudence enough to tell us this; but, I truſt, we are not yet arrived at that 
-pitch of credulity to believe them. Examine them by their leading principles 
laid down above, and tell me, if according to them they muſt not, like the Ja- 
cobite, conſider the expulſion of James the Second as unjuſt, the Revolution as 4 
rebellion, and all thoſe patriots who were concerned in accompliſhing it, as 
traitors to their lawful prince; whether they muſt not, to act conſiſtently with 
:themſelves, believe the title of the Stuarts to remain {till in full force, though they 
are deprived of the poſſeſſion, and that his preſent majeſty holds the crown con- 
trary to the laws of God. Can we ſee theſe perſons preferred without uneaſi- 
-neſs? Can we weigh their principles, and not ſuſpect their - actions? Ho W- 
ever moderate and averſe to party, can we {ee them entruſted with the power 
of doing miſchief, and for a moment doubt their having +nchnation to carry 
it into execution ? Can we without concern behold the danger of the conſti- 
tution, and mult we not tremble with * both for our — 
and ourfelves? 

The Tories themſelves will not, for indeed chey cannot, deny that theſe were 
the diſtinguiſhing marks. and governing maxims of thoſe who formerly embraced 
that party, and ſome of them may be candid enough to own that they them 

ſelves have been actuated by the ſame principles; but with regard to their pre- 
ſent vindicatian, they ſcorn to intimate for it is rather an intimation than a 
declaration) that their opinions of government are entirely altered; that they 
have ſeen their miſtake, and, in order to make amends for paft an are now 
become willing to. take all places and preferments, to prove their regard to the 
. preſent conſtitution. For my own part, I mult confeſs myſelf, in this reſpect, 
an infidel, nor can I believe one tittle of this pretence; and it might perhaps 
have ſhewn no improper caution in the miniſter, if he hath the intereſt of his 
maſter ſo much at heart, as he would have us think, to have had ſome better 
proofs of the ſincerity of their converſion, before he had beſtowed on them ſuch ; 
laviſh rewards ; and to have been well aſſured that they had laid aſide all incli- 
nation to do ill, before he had entruſted. them with the power of doing it. 


With regard to thoſe ever loyal gentlemen, I ſhall obſerve farther, either 
That they have. changed their principles, or, | : 
That they are ſtill Tories, in their limited ſenſe of the word, or, 
T hat they are ſtill Tories, as I underſtand the word, including Facibitifm, 


In every one of theſe reſpeds, Jet them take hich they will, : they. are not 
nt to be entruſted with the adminiſtration of affairs. 


The firſt of theſe points is the b which will admit a moment*s doubt. 
"Thoſe who determine at firſt ſight, will naturally ſay, that, as the prinejples 
of the Tories were the only objection: to their being concerned in the admini- 
ſtration, thoſe principles being now changed, the en of courſe «ceaſes, 

and 
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and they become entitled to Rate-employments equally with the moſt ancient 
and ſteady loyaliſts, | 
This inference, however ſpecious, and 0 on a maxim os true, 
will not, I am afraid, hold good, when applied to this particular caſe. The 
qualifications peceffary for employments in the adminiſtration, I apprehend, _ 
- ought to be real attachment to, and zeal for, the conſtitution ; a ſtrength of . 
underſtanding which may diſcover. the true intereſts of it, and an invariable 
ſteadineſs of mind, in the promoting of them. In the firſt of theſe reſpects, we 
will credulouſly ſuppoſe that the Tories have qualified themſelves (thoſe I mean 
who had occaſion to take the oaths) by a total and miraculous change of prin- . 
ciples, effected in an inſtant, without any viſible cauſe, and almoſt amounting 
to a new birth. In the ſecond reſpect, which relates to the underſtanding, we 
will generouſly give them credit; but how then will they ſtand with regard to 
the latter qualification? If we acknowledge the ſincerity of their converſion, 
their zeal for the conſtitution, joined with an amazing underſtanding, what 
muſt we think of their ſteadineſs? What, without any one motive (but thoſe 
ariſing from true reaſon and ſound argument, which they had for years rejected) 
all at once, in a moment, by the ſtrongeſt ſympathy in the world, ſhift about, 
profeſs thoſe doctrines they had exploded, and diſavow thoſe principles which 
they had ſucked in with their milk, in which they had been educated, and 
which, when arrived at what they called years of diſcretion, they openly zloried 
in; thoſe principles in defence of which many of their fathers loſt their ho- 
nours, and ſome their lives ! Is ſuch a change as this credible ? Can they dap : 
have relinquiſhed thoſe helliſh tenets, or do they diſſemble? If the chan 
diſſembled, what is become of the firſt qualification of a ſtateſman, a love of : 
the conſtitution ? If the change is real, what becomes of the latter qualification, 
that ſteadineſs of mind which alone can make the other of good effect? Can 
we think our dependence well founded on thoſe men who can ſo eaſily take up 
and relinquiſh principles, or be well pleaſed to ſee power lodged in the hands c 
of thoſe, of whom the moſt candid muſt declare, that they are chargeable with 
levity, that they are lighter than vanity itſelf ? When they profeſſed themſelves _ 
Tories, they attempted to give us reaſons for their Political Creed, nay, they 
| pleaded conſcience. Why do they, not tell us the reaſons on which they have 
changed their faith, and affign ſome fair methods by which they have ſatisfied 
0 7 the doubts of ence ? Till they do this, we certainly have an undoubted 
* A right to conſider their pretended change as a mere piece of fineſſe, calculated to 
© | advance the worſt of purpoſes, or to regard them as men of inconſtancy and 
; | levity, acting from caprice and not reaſon ; z conſequently in either of theſe ? 
a reſpects unfit to take a part in the direction of affairs. | 
ö To do them juſtice, however, I ſhall endeavour to account, not for their 
5 . change of principles, becauſe I believe thoſe to continue as they were, but for 
; the alteration in their mode of ſpeaking and acting. This I the rather think 
, 1 neceſſary, becauſe it ſeems to ariſe from motives which they may not be willing 
5 to avow. I mean ambition and intereſt, an unbounded deſire of ſuch places, . 
as bring in real profit, and afford mock honour. We ſhall, however, do well 
to obſerve, that though theſe are ſtrong inducements to them to diſſemble their 
principles, they cannot be of any force to work an honeſt change in them. 
Their beautiful pliability indeed, and complaiſance to thoſe bewitching tempters, 
ſeems to prove more than they would wiſh, and inſtead of evidencing a Change 
of principles, declares that they have no principles at all. 
\ If then we are of opinion that they have changed their old- rooted principles 
| merely through Caprice and levity, we can have no aſſurance that they may not 
as wantonly return to them, with a freſh acceſſion of power and influence to 
accompliſh the ſubverſion of our happy conſtitution; if they are governed by 
ambitious.and intereſted views, we can only conſider them as perſons put up 
| to auction, and always to be ſold to the beſt bidder ; if they continue Tories, | 
V in their limited ſenſe of the word, as it means the friends of deſpotic govern- 
| ment, we immediately ſee haw much their influence ought to be feared by the 


people:: 


r 


on 
= 
- 
— Bol ocean — — — _— 


No. XXXIVo THE NORTH BRITON. © . 
people: or, if they continue Tories, as I underſtand the word, including Ja- 


cobitiſin, how dreadful ought their new-revived. PRE". to appear, not only to 
the people, but alſo to the ſovereign | 
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-Fuit hæc ſapientia quondam, 
roRLICA PRIVAT IS. ſecernere. Hon. 


Pose wiſdom mark'd, with happy mean, 1 
Public and private; ſacred and profane. 1 | Francis. 


is become the faſhion to aſk, *-What have you to ſay againſt the preſent 


„ miniſter? What ill hath he done?“ I would anſwer this queſtion, and, I 
think, not improperly, by aſking another, What have you to ſay for the 
* <6, preſent miniſter? What good hath he done?” My notion hath ever been, 


that ſervices ſnould precede rewards, and that places of ſo high and intereſting 

a: nature, ſhould be conferred on thoſe only who had previouſly given ſome un- | 
- queſtionable. proofs of integrity and. ability. The tools of this very great man, 
and particularly the AupiTo, think all. objections to his baving the direction 
of public affairs. ſufficiently anſwered by ling us, that he is a man of reel 5 


lent character in private life. 
Whether this be truth or not, I acer know nor. care;. 1 certain 1 am, 


that it is nothing at all to the preſent point. Private virtues are very often to 
be found where the qualifications of a public character are wanting. A good 


man may be a very bad miniſter; and this obſervation. will juſtify us in aſſert- 


ing, that religion was in a great meaſure the cauſe of that prince's fall, whom 


we now conſider as a martyr. To enter into private. life on this occaſion, 


cannot be ſerviceable to the cauſe we eſpouſe, and is by no means agreeable to 
our inclination: though perhaps, without any violation of candour, we might 


diſprove the general aſſertion of venal flatterers, and without any danger 


from the law, make them ſeverely repent of the challenge they have ſo often | 


-ſent us on this head. The only. plauſible, pretence :for the miniſter's holding 
his preſent place, is his great ceconomy at home: but even here, I am afraid, 
the inference which they would mike is not juſt. We frequently meet with 


perſons who are careful to the laſt degree of their own money, and laviſh, be- 

-yond precedent, of what is entruſted to them by others. How far this is the 
caſe here, I. ſhall not conſider at preſent; one particular tranſaction of the 
oreateſt moment, which will throw light on theſe affairs, hath been lately com- 


municated to the NoxTH BRIToN, and ſhall in due.ſeaſon be laid before his 
readers, Who Will not, he hopes, deem this a vague and wanton aſſertion, but 


give that credit to him, which he truſts he has merited from the public, by a 


faithful and cloſe regard to truth, the great object of all his political enquiries. 

One very remarkable reaſon, for ſuch it is called, aſſigned to juſtify the 
exorbitant greatneſs of the preſent miniſter, is the great care which he ex- 
-erted to form the mind of his moſt excellent majeſty in his early years. As 


there is no true Engliſhman who doth not feel the good effects of our ſovereign's 


virtues, they muſt all (Ltake it for granted, and can anſwer for myſelf) be highly 
ſenſible of the obligation due to thoſe who in any meaſure contributed to the im- 


provement of them; but I am not-yet ſufficiently deep in the hiſtory of LERI- 


-CeSTER-HousE, to be. quite certain that the Fayourite hath any juſt claim to our 
acknow- 
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2 THE NORTH BRITON. No. XXXIV. 
acknowledgements in this reſpect. He had. a place there, of no great conſe- 


quence. in itſelf, and, according to my poor conceptions, wholly unconnected 
with the buſineſs. of education; nor amongſt the ſeveral, great names to whom, 


at various times, this important truſt was committed, did I ever hear-his lord- 
ſhip mentioned till he became a manager in the ſtate. Taking the fact, how- 
ever, for granted, the reward beſtowed on him in-conſequence of it ſeems 


much out of proportion, and is of ſuch a nature, as to take him entirely out 


of that province, to his excellency in which, as we are told, he owes his influ- 


ence. - A very good ſchoolmaſter may make a very indifferent ſtateſman : pe- 


dantry is of little ſervice in politics, and L. ſhould have a very contemptible 

opinion of an Engliſh adminiſtration, , who would ſubmit in their ſeveral de- 

partments to the 1 imperious dictates of an overbearing tutor. I am extremely 

ſorry that L cannot, in this reſpect, agree with the great Mr. MALLET, alias 
Marrock, that 1 ingenious Scor, who, by the publication of lord BotinG- 
-BROKE'S deiſtical writings, formerly endeavoured to .overthraw our religion, 
and at preſent is doing what in him lies to change our canſtitution, by advanc- 


ing ſuch doctrines as ſtrike at the liberties of the people. In tlie political poem uf 


 Exvita, now acting at Drury-lane Theatre, are the following remarkable 
lines; | 


8 


AH. Holds. 4 mari, wha train'd a bing wle. 
4 u 1 to the Prince he Hern 4. 


1 could wink with to ſee the -work-of. PT I more ee * thoſe a 


to whom it is entruſted better rewarded than they are in general; but cannot 
by any means agree to this extravagant opinion, even though I could perſuade 


myſelf. that a groom of the ſtole muſt in good reaſon mean a Tutor; and that to 


ſuperintend the. ernaments of the a is 1 eſſentially to adorn. the: head and : 


heart. i 
In the beſt a * pamphlet which has "OL laiddbefore:the DORY e 
to our preſent diviſions, it is aſſerted, and I think wikk · great reaſon, that the 
unpopularity of a miniſter, on whatever grounds it is taken up, is in itſelf a 


ſufficient motive for him to- quit the adminiſtration; nor would the miniſterial 


hirelings have ſeriouſly contradicted this doctrine, if they had once conſidered, 
that the conſequences of ſuch unpopularity will be the ſame, whether it ſnould 


ariſe from prejudice, or from reaſon. In the courſe of this paper, I ſhall ven- 


ture to go one ſtep faither, and ſhew, that there are many other real, es and ; 
ſubſtantial objections to the adminiſtration of this Scot. 

The firſt is, that he is a Scat. Can he help that, fay his fende ? No, nor 
can we; 1 from my ſoul wiſh that we could, —But, ſay they—you cannot im- 


pute his country to him as a fault; it is his misfortune.— The misfortune, 1 
am afraid, is ours. In ſpite of. all their ſpecious arguments, I am certain, 


that reaſon could never believe that a Scot was fit to have:the-management of 
Engliſh affairs. There is ſomething in the very thought which ſtrikes diſ- 
agreeably, even before we are .able to account for our diſguſt, though on a 
moment's pauſe we find reaſons enough at hand ready to juſtify it. A Scot hath 
no more right to preferment i in England than a Haneveriaz or. a Hottentot; and 
though from the time that the STUARTS, of ever odious memory, firſt mviinted 
the throne, the Scots have over-ran the land; yet the countenance ſhewn to 
them hath ever been attended with murmurs ig diſcontent. From the union, 
indeed, they have another kind of plea to make, and with much modeſty repre- 


| ſent to us their undoubted right .of enjoying every thing in common with us, 


That the az was deſigned, however the act may be worded, to put the in- 
habitants of the moſt beggarly part of the iſland, into full pollefticn of this 
whole, I cannot believe; and if we conſult the behaviour of the Scots at that 
time, we ſhall find they themſelves did not then conſider it in that very ad- 
vantageous light. A true Scot never cppoſes his own intereſt ; and if any one 
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2 thoſe few amoneſt them who favoured this viz, had made it clear that. it 
as for their advantage, the whole nation would unanimouſly | have come into 
1 Had that ſpiritual argument been uſed to them, which had ſuch an effect 


A) on the children of Sheckii, „ Shall not their cattle, and their ſubſtance, and 


every .beaſt of theirs, be ours?“ there would have been no heſitat jon on their 


fide; But the molt languine amongſt them could not encourage ſuch hopes, 


for they had not yet ſanctified themſelves by repeated. rebellions. The particu- 
lar poſt now held by the miniſter is of all the moſt liable to exception, as it 
includes the diſpoſal of places, conſiderable both for their number and quality; 
and his behaviour therein juſtifies the ſuſpicion we had entertained, that none 
but Scots or Facobites, or ſuch Engliſh as are ſcotticized, muſt expect favour or 
preferment under him. 


Beſides the objection which lies againſt the miniſter from his being a Scot, 
from his glaring partiality to that nation, and contempt of us; from his con- 


nexions with the old enemies of our conſtitution, and ſupercilious treatment of 
the true friends of it; from the arbitrary diſplacing of men, merely becauſe 
they were too. honeſt to approve his meaſures, and from the doctrines of arbi- 
trary power, which ſeem to be once more walking abroad under his protection, 
our diſcontent is well- grounded on the late inglorious peace. 

The warmeſt defenders of the peace, on the preſent plan, ſcem to abate 
' ſomething of their zeal, and no longer aſſert it to be adequate to our ſucceſles : ; 
they only ſay, that it is neceſſary for us in our preſent ſituation. This doctrine 
hath been maintained on a public occaſion, by a * gentleman of known abilities, 
| who for ſome time hath exerted the happy and honourable art of ſpeechifying ſo 
. anyſteriouſly, that no one can find out whether he is for or againſt the peace and 
the adminiſiration. Could it be made out that there was an abſolute ngceſſity 


for us to make peace, and ſuch a peace, 1 dare not to wag my tongue againſt 


thoſe concerned in patching i it up; ; but this point, though frequently aſſerted, 
remains yet to be proved, and the trifling pretences, which have been offered 


to the public, want n but the lighteſt conſideration to make them con- 


temptible. 

One reaſon ſtill inſiſted updn to ſhew the neceſſity we were under of making 
peace is, the impoſſibility of the miniſter's raiſing the ſupplies to carry on the 
war. This, if true, was a good reaſon for the miniſter's quitting his poſt ; 
but a very indifferent one for his ſacrificing the honour of an indulgent maſter, 
and the intereſts of a country not his own, in order to retain it. If there was 
any difficulty on this head, it did not ariſe from the thing itſelf, but from the 
perſon ; and on his removal, and the appearance of any one in whom the peo- 
ple thought they might cankide; it would have vaniſhed of courſe. But, diſ- 
truſted, ſuſpected, and hated as he was, there 1s little ground for making the 

railing the ſupplies any plea for-a precipitate peace, when a + merchant, now 
of great and faſhionable note, as remarkable for flimſy oratory as dull poetry, 
with much confidence aſſured his noble patron, that however ſteady the city 
might appear, they were always to be turned about by thtowing in an eighth. 
On a compariſon with our enemies, we had no nimble reaſon to make 
peace. They were totally undone; we had nothing to fear from them, and 
much was to be got. The time was come when our brave ſailors might have 
reaped the rewards of their dangers, and inſtead of returning to ruſt at home in 
beggary and contempt, might have ſettled themſelves in eaſe and comfort. 
FRANCE, we all know, was ruined ; her fleets deſtroyed, her trade at a ſtand, 
her colonies in our hands. Spain, an enemy at the beſt little to be feared, had 
- Joſt that ſortreſs which alone ſecured to her the ſinews of war. This aſſertion 
is not without proof. Pocockk, to whom the nation is bound by the moſt 
important ſervices, declared it; we had it delivered to us in a place, and by a 
perſon which makes the truth undoubted ; nay, we ſeriouſly and ſolemnly 
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114 THE NORTH BRITON. No. XXXV. 
returned thanks, by authority, in our churches to Almighty God, for having 


deprived our enemies of the means of war, In ſuch a ſituation, what was to pre- 
vent a peace adequate to our ſucceſſes? The miniſter. What was to drive us 


to the acceptance of ſuch terms as are generally diſagreeable ! The miniſter. 


What could induce us to reſtore our conqueſts, to put the enemy into a condi- 


tion of rekindling the flames of war in a ſhort time, and more to our diſadvan- 


tage? What, but the miniſter. Above all, why allow the right of fiſhery? 


Becauſe the French would not make peace without it; they held it a ſine qua 


non. However faſhionable it may be to undervalue that article now, their 
attention to it, if nothing elſe, demanded ours; and, if it is a fine qua non to 


the French, that was reaſon ſufficient to make it ſo with us. But I cannot 
enough admire that the French would not make peace without it. Are the 
vanquiſhed then to preſcribe terms to their conquerors ? What did it concern 
England whether France called it peace or war, if ſhe was ſo deſtitute of force 
as to be unable to oppoſe our ſucceſs and to prevent that commerce, which put 


the whole world into our hands, though we have generouſly given ſo conſider- 
able a part of it to her again? 


But how would EUROPE have conſidered this 1 Would not 3 
jealouſy of other powers have been raiſed; nay, would not their juſtice have 
taken the alarm, when they had ſeen England, drawn unwillingly into a war, 
.cruelly and unnaturally defending herſelf, and humbling her enemies; moſt 
4njuriouſly detaining - thoſe places which were honourably conquered, and re- 
fuſing to reſtore to her enemies a power of doing her freſh injuries? This I. 


confeſs to be a material reaſon for our concluding the war in the manner we 


have now done, and it ought to warn us never to go to war with any power 


for the future, till we have firſt ſent round the world to know what places we 
may keep, if conquered, and what we may not; ſo that we may not, as now, 


exhauſt our treaſures, and, which 1 is more e throw away the lives of 
our brave fellows, to take places on | purpoſe tor a weak or wicked miniſter to 
give them up again, | 
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Bt ene volent, animum Aubrroxls agunto. Hon. 


And where they pleaſe, the Auditor ey lead. 


Muſt confels has for ſome time I entertained the fond hope of acalling 

' myſelf, in the diſcuſſion of the preliminary articles of peace, of the wonderful 
political knowledge of the Abprrokx. In his thirty-firſt number he had begun 
an excellent ſet of obſervations, by printing Viator's Letter, relating to Florida, 
exactly in the form which he received it, that he might (to uſe his own words) 
throw all the lights in his power upon the ſolid value of the advantages procured for 
us by the late negotiation : but after having aſſured us, upon that andoubted autho- 


rity, that Florida is a well-1mproved, richly cultivated, and populous country, in 


this auſpicious beginning of his career, he unhappily ſtopt ſhort, and, from this 


incomparable ſpecimen, has left us to regret what ſuch acuteneſs and knowledge 
combined, could, but alas! will not, effect for the public. Perhaps, however, 
I injure him, and we are only to wait a little while till a kind correſpondent 


ſends him azzther letter to blazon in as lively and faithful colours the ſolid value 
of the bleak and barren deſerts of C anada. He is ſo fair, that we have no rea- 
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«fon to doubt but he will give the letter exacily in the form which he receives it; | 
and will, perhaps, again pawn his credit to the public for the authenticity and 
truth of every particular. I hope he will then Iiktewiſe dwell on the commercial 
advantages which may be drawn from it, as they muſt ſurely be equal to the very 
important one of the Florida Turf, that fine, rich vein of trade, juſt opened by 
the AUDITOR, to give, as he ſays, comfortable fires to cur cold, frozen IIA. 
Indian iſlands. May I hope to be forgiven by the * lord feward of his majeſty's 
' houſhold, who has his maſter's and his own honour ever at heart, and by the 
-firſt + lord of the Zreaſury, whoſe love to this nation is tempered with the trueſt 
frugality, if I ſthould propoſe a ſcheme of economy, which is of a nature perfect- 
ly new to both; for it is in no way derogatory from the dignity of the crown, 
or the ſafety of. the public. I would therefore humbly ſubmit, whether the 
penſion which the AvuDITOR now enjoys ſhould not be withdrawn, and inſtead 
of it an excluſive charter be granted to him for this new branch of commerce, 
the Florida peet. He ſurely deſerves it much more than Mr. Touchet does a mono- 
poly of the trade to the river Senegal. That gentleman has juſt now made this mo- 
deſt claim, though he received his ſhare of prize-money, and his uſual enormous 
profit on almoſt all the goods he ſent out, when he contrived to make a trading 
Doyage of a warlike expedition, I do not know how both their claims will be 
areliſhed by the public; but, being of ſuch a nature, I ſhould not wonder if they 
were ſupported by that -_ patron of n men, and modeſt merit, the modeſt 
Mr. Fox. | 
This wonderful genius, the Avuvrron, who; for the advancement of political 
fies, has ſo happily emerged, though not ſo pure as I could wiſh, from his 
native bog of Allen, is too grave a policician to ſport on the turf of Florida. Ac- 
_ cording to the /mple primitive ideas, which in the firſt dawn of life ſo deeply 
" impreſſed his ft, tender mind, he conſiders wiſely and ſoberly the real and 
ſolid benefits of this new, but important, commerce of peet, fo neceſſary to the 1 
comforts of life. To carry on that trade, I dare ſay he would be ready to bar- | 1 
gain even for his dear natale ſolum, and would no more ſcruple to begin a treaty . 
to ſell his country, than he did to fell himſelf, At preſent, he only propoſes the | : 
Florida peet at a cheap rate for the lower kind of the planters in our Weſt-Indian _* 
iſlands, to have a comfortable fire in their parlours or bed-chambers, to which there 1 
Can be no een Provided he will firſt build chimmier | in their parlours or bea- | | Wo 1 
chambers. L ni 
As to the inhabitants of this populous country, it is well khown, that Florida | | 
has been chiefly peopled by convidts from New- Spain. I hope, however, ſince _ | oY 3 
the Spaniards have turned out the moſt ſhallow politicians in Europe, that we | 4 
ſhall not adopt their policy; for I am really unwilling to loſe the weekly enter- 2 
tainment of my friends, the AupiToR and BRITON. They both know fo 7 j 
much already of Florida, there can be no neceflity, though it might be the Þ 
ſtricteſt juſtice, to ſend them to a country at preſent ſo well peopled with ſimilar 
geniuſſes, that (if they are not already expected there) they would undoubtedly 
be well received by the new excellent ſubjects. we have acquired, and ſmit with 
the love of the ſame fine arts, they would meet congenial, mingling knave with 
 #nave, I do not doubt but our diſciple of Si. Oner s, who is rather the greater 
genius, would inſtruct his fellow- labourer, the poor BRITON, to throw away 
his Scottiſh pack of dulneſs, and in time they would both ſurpaſs in perfidy and 
fraud the moſt refined Jeſuit, who is to be tolerated in theſe new conqueſts— 
poſſibly to read maſs to this good Tri/h Catholic. If no untimely end prevents 
the dulleſt play-7vright of our times, he may then at laſt. prefent us with a 
woeful Tragedy, both new and intereſting, drawn not from fable and Invention, 
but founded on his own real adventures, and hair-breadth ſcapes. 
Leaving, however, to the ridicule of mankind, this egregious dupe, the 
AUDITOR t, the molt fond, believing fool of the age, I ſhall take a comparative 
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1 The AvviTor ſoon gave up the ghoſt, He died very little regretted by the world in general, but | | 
the kindneſs of the ſame partial friend and correſpondent reached beyond death, and inſcribed his tomb - 


with the following lines; 
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view of ſome of the important articles of the two negotiations, in 1761 and 1762 5 
ard will, in a ſummary way, ſtate what is reſtored to England and her allies, 
and what is yielded to France. As to Spain, I ſhall reſerve that power for a 
ſeparate conſideration. The firſt important article, inſiſted upon by all the 
king's ſervants conſulted in the moſt ſecret affairs of govern ment, which has 
been ſince RECEDED FROM, is, that the French. ſhall abflain from that particular 
filhery on all the coaſts appertaining to Great-Britain, whether on the concinent, or on 
the ian ds ſituated in the ſaid Gulph of St. Lawrence, which fiſhery the proprietors only 
of the ſuid coaſts have conſtantly enjoyed and always exerciſed, ſaving always the pri- 


2 granted by the 13th article of the treaty of Utrecht. Vide Memoire Hiſtorique, 


. 52. Now let us examine the negotiation of 1762. Article the third gives 
the French the liberty to fiſh in the Gulph of St. Latwrence,| on condition that the 
ſubjefts of France do not exerciſe the ſaid fiſhery but at the diſtance of three leagues from 
all the coafts belonging to Great-Britain, and fifteen leagues from the cogſis of the 


ind of Cape-Breton, together with the liberty of fiſhing and drying on a part of the 
. coaſts of the iſand of Newfoundland, If the French are as attentive to their own 
intereſts, as woe have ever found them, I will venture to affirm, that the Scotiiſſi 


miniſter has now made them a grant of the whole fiſhery, and conſequently has 


endeavoured to reſtore their navy, and to ruin ours. 


The ſtate of the iſlands of St. Peter and Miquelon is as b The an 
ſion of Miguelon, in 1761, was abſolutely refuſed, and the duke of Choiſeul told 
Mr. Stanley, he would not inſiſt on it, p. 59. Four indi iſpenſible conditions are 
annexed to the ceſſion even of St. Peter; but by the Scottiſh treaty in 1762, Sz. 


Peter and Miqueloa are ceded in full right, without any one of the four indiſ- 


penſible conditions. No Eugliſh Commiſſary is now to be allowed to reſide there; 
but our ſecurity is the preſent French king's royal word, for there is no kind of 
engagement whatever to reſtrain his ſucceſſor. Such a cobreb tie has been the 
ſubject of ridicule to all Europe. 

With regard to the mnaiſpenſi ible ollject o of Bendel, which. the Rae: (of England) 
has required, and iſtill requires, p. 51. the town and port of Dunkirk ſhail be put in 
the condition it ought to have-been put in by the laſt treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. The 
CUNETTE was deemed of the utmoſt conſequence to that port, and therefore 

the demolition was inſiſted upon. By the laſt negotiation, | article the 5th of 
the preliminaries, the CUNETTE Hall remain às it now is, provided that the Engalifh 
engineers, named by his Britannic majeſty, and received at Dunkirk, by order of his 
gf. chriflian majefty, verify, that this CUNETTE ts only of \uſe * the lle 
of the air, and the health of the inhabitants. 

As to Senegal and Goree, Mr. Stanley, on the part * the Britiſh miniſtry, in 

1761, abſolutely inſiſted on keeping both; for that Senegal could not be ſecurely 
manta without Goree, p. 27. and anden Buſſy was authoriſed to conſent to 
the ceſſion required by England; ſo that-the exportation of negroes .might be confirmed 
by France, by ſome expedients equally caſy and ſecure, p. 46. Why was it not then 


by the royal word of England, ſince that of the Ears king is deemed ſo ſatiſ- 


factory, with regard to their not erecting fortifications in St. Peter, Miquelon, 
or Bengal? Goree, of the utmoſt conſequence to the trade and ſecurity of Senegal, 
but more important ſtill as a ſecurity to France, in the ſupply of negraes for the 
French Wefl-Indies, is unneceſſarily and ſcandalouſly given up by the Scilh 
negociator. 

As to the Za/t-Indies, the negotiation carried on by the Engliſhi wk 
required that e perfect and final ſettlement ſhould be made in conformity to certain 


rights ae appertaining to the Engliſh companys and muſt neceſſarily be left to the 


Sie Viator, 


DEEP in this bg the AupiTo lies ftill, 
His labours finiſh'd, and worn out his quill ; 
His fires extinguiſh'd, and his works unread, ' 
In peace he ſleeps with the forgotten dead: 
With heath and ſedge, Oh may his tomb be dreſt, 
And his own turf He 25 upon his breaſt. | 


companies 
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companies f the two: nations to adjuſt the terms of accommodation and reconciliation, 
&c. Till the whole was ſettled, England was to keep poſſeſſion. The Scot 
has given us, in the 1oth article of the preliminaries, a moſt fallacious agreement 
for itt reſtitutions of conqueſts, which certainly. includes Poedicherry on our 
fide, and nothing on the part of France.. Every conqueſt ſhe made, has been. 
retaken, and; there is nothing ſhe has now left to reſtore. Is not this abuſing: 
mankind in the moſt barefaced and unparalleled manner? Are not theſe glaring 
marks of a formed deſign in the new BURY not only to _ but to de- 
ceive a brave and honeſt nation ? 

As to St. Lucia, an object of the oreateſt importance, the negotiation of 176 I 
not only refuſes it to France, but declares the ceſſion by no means admiſſible, p. 53. 
and the fact is, that it never was yielded till after the duke of Newcaſtle was 
driven out of the miniſtry, 

Our magnanimous ally, the King of Pruſſia, appears to have been treated by 
the Engli/h_ miniſter with that. good faith, which gives a luſtre to any crown, and 

by the Scot with the moſt unbecoming chicanery, and the meaneſt, moſt deſpi- 

cable trick, and low fraud. The anſwer of England to the ultimatum of France, 
in 1761, ſays, As to what regards the RESTITUTION and evacuation of the con- 

_ queſts made by France over the king's allies in Germany, and particularly of Weſel 
and other territories of the. king of Pruſſia, his majeſty perſiſts in his demand relative 
to that ſubjedt, in the ſeventh article of the ULTIMATUM of England, viz. that they 
ſhall" be RESTORED and evacuated, p. 53. The French memorial of the 23d of 
July 1761, having propoſed the keeping poſſeſſion of the countries belonging to: 

the king of Pruſſia, the anſwer returned by Mr. Pitt, in writing, on the 24th, 
and approved by all the king s miniſters, was, J likewiſe return you as totally i in- 

admiſſi ble, the Memorial relative to the king of Prefſi ia, as implying an attempt on 

the honour of Great- Britain, and the fidelity with which his Majeſty will always fulfil 

his engagements with his allies, p. 30. The Scotti/h miniſter has only ſtipulated, 
that France ſhall evacuate {not evacuate and reflore ). as ſoon as it can be done, that | it 
is, as ſoon as the Auſtrians are ready to take poſſeſſion of them, the fortreſſes of 1 
 CLeves, WESEL and GukIlDRES, and in general all the countries belonging to the 1 
king of Pruſſia. Article the 1 3th. In conſequence of the latter part of the 7 . 
ſame article, England muſt evacuate and in act reſtore the three biſhoprics of. 14 
Munſter, Paderborn, and Hildeſheim, which amount to 500,000. per annum. Wh 1 
But we are told that the dominions of our great prote/tant ally are to be ſcrambled: 
for ; for in an auguſt aſſembly, that was the low, vulgar, and tricking phraſe: 
of the Scottiſh miniſter, This is a new kind of miniſterial language, exa Aly 
conformable to the baſeneſs and artifice of a mind capable of planning ſo deſyi-- 
cable a fraud, whoſe pretended wiſdom is nothing but that conſummate hypocriſy 

and mean cunning, which men of real worth, ſenſe, or honour deſpiſe, and will | 
ever conſider as an alloy, which may, indeed, make the hne ore 80 farther, but | 
debaſeth its worth and purity, 

The Pruſſian miniſters have moſt juſtly. entered a 1 proteſt againſt the 
contents of a treaty, no leſs huling with regard to our great ally, than injurious: 

with regard to us. In fact, all our ſtipulations with France are to reſtore, and 

the countries belonging to the electorate of Hanover, to the landgrave of Heſſe, | 
to the duke of Brunfwic, and to the count of La Lippe Buckebourg, are to be re- 
Horta by the 12th article. Is the ſame care taken of Pruſſia 

I ſhall now only farther obſerve, that the negotiation of 1761 was carried. on 

vile the Czarina was alive, the affairs of the king of Pruſſia almoſt deſperate, 
Heſje,. &c. in the hands of the enemy, before the conqueſt of Martinico, the 
Havannah, &c. together with the capture of ſo many capital ſhips of war belong- 
ing to Spain. The decided ſuperiority of England and her allies, in 1 -62, was 
ſuch as might have commanded any terms; and therefore the whole excluſi ve filter y. | > 
> ought to have been inſiſted upon, according to what was earne/tly contended for 
by lord TEMPLE and Mr. Pyr, even in 1761. The ſenſe of the nation is clear 
and ſtrong againſt the preſent terms of peace. Very few addreſſes have been pre- 
ſented, although moſt of the Lords Lieutenants have had begging letters, entreat-- 
' F f ing 
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118 THE NORTH BRITON. No. XXXVI. 
ing them to uſe their utmoſt influence. The City of London refuſed to addreſs 
notwithſtanding the Private aſſurances of 14, oo0 l. to complete the bridge, with 
this condition tacked to it. This will be recorded, to their immortal honour, 
when the deſcendants even of the clothiers and manufactors of. Gloucgſtenſbire * 
ſhall bluſh at the ſtupidity, the high lown nonſenſe, and ſervile flattery of their 
anceſtors. That in ſo proſperous a ſtate· of our own affairs, and ſo promiſing to 
our allies, the moſt i ignominious peace vas patched up, is now in us a matter of 
juſt indignation, and public ſpirited oppoſition to the miniſter; and, I will venture 


to ſay, that our poſterity, from a true ſenſe of their own ſufferings, and of the, 
author of them, will execrate his memory, 


Numb. XXXVI. n , Ae. 


Præſertim, cum fit hoc generi hominum prope natura ditum, uti qua in ous 
laus' aliqua forte floruerit, hanc ferè, qui ſunt ejus ſtirpis, quod ſermone 
hominum ad memoriam patrum virtus celebretur, cupidifſime perſequantur. 


Cic. pro Rabir. 2. 


Eſpecially, as the Apollon of this fort of people is alinoft naturally ſuch, that 
in whatever family any thing praiſe-worthy has happened to flouriſh, that 
family, thoſe who are of this caſt, becauſe the virtues of its | anceſtors | Is * oak 
Petuany in 8 8 mouthe, they moſt eagerly perſecute.- 5 


XS E NORTH BRITON. 
'SIR, we” 


\ LTHOUGH'I never could be reconciled to thi: moſt ablurd doctrine 

propagated with ſo much zeal by the Tories, that there is a divine, heredi-' 
tary, inde efeafh ible right in any family; yet I have remarked many hereditary vi- 
tues and vices, which ſeem to have been tranſmitted, with the family honours,. 
by the father to the ſon, in a regular ſucceſſion from age to age. The younger 
Brutus, who delivered Rome from the tyranny of Cæſar, was deſcended from the 
patriot ſtem of Lucius Junius Brutus, who expelled the Tarquins. His coun- 
trymen were continually making a kind of family claim on him to ſtand forth 
their deliverer, and to emulate the glories of his godlike anceſtor, The whole 
race of the Naſſaus has been renowned for a love of liberty and their country, 
for ſuperior gifts of underſtanding, and for the moſt manly courage. Pride 
and bigotry have marked the imperial houſe of Auſtria, equally with the coarſe 
big lip. I believe there is not one inſtance where this obſervation has failed 
in the male line; and in our time we have ſeen it hold good in the moſt un- 
grateful female deſcendant of a family, which has waged eternal war againſt the 
proteſtant religion, although they were ſworn to tolerate it, and againſt the 
liberties and independency of the Germanic body, which they were under the 
ſtricteſt oaths to defend. 

A ſacred regard to the religious and civil rights of mankind, ſpirit, huma- 
nity and valour, have characteriſed the whole Brunſwic line. Their compe- 
titors, the houſe of STUART, have been ever ſtigmatiſed as tyrants and cowards. 
The country, which gave them birth, has always regarded them in the true 
light; and the hiſtory of Scozland ſhews how little that nation is diſpoſed to 
ſubmit to any oppreſſions at home, though they have ſo often endeavoured to 
eſtabliſh their own tyrants of wk cured ſtem, on the throne of England. 
It is Ex 5 remark, after Rivet and David Blondell, that of 10 5 kings, who 


3 See the Glouceſterſhire Addrefs, W OR 
; reigned 
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reigued in Scotland, before Mary Stuart, there had brem three depoſed, five expelled, 
aqnd thirty-two: murdered. - | | ' Wh | 
The firſt prince.of the. houſe of B-runſwic, who ſwayed the ſceptre of Alfred, - 
gave in many campaigns the moſt diſtinguiſhed proofs of perſonal courage, and 
true heroĩiſm. His great ſucceſſor at the battle of Oudenard put to flight the 
princes of the. blood royal of Franci, and the Pretender, In the titxt generation 
he Scots contrived to give the world a freſſ and ſtriking proof of the ſuperiority 
which the houſe of Brunſwic. has, and will ever, I hope, maintain over that of: 
Stuart. At Culloden their ſons met, but fought not; for the. daflardiy Stuart, at. 
the beginning of the engagement deſerted his faithful. Scots, and fled before the. 
Engliſi hero, to whom his illuſtrious houſe, and grateful country owe whatever 
they hold moſt dear. The rebel was chaſed from hill to hill, and ſkulked as an- 
out-law in the kingdom he impudently laid claim to, confiding not ſo. much. 
in the natural ſtrength of the country, as in the hearts of the natives, till at laſt 
he made his eſcape to the old friends and allies of. his nation and family, the- 
VV OE RT Oo 1 | . 8 
Other families likewiſe of noble, though not royal, deſcent, have in a glo- 
rious manner followed the great examples ſet by their-anceſtors. The Earl of 
Doevonſhire publicly avowed the inviting over the prince of Orange to reſcue 
theſe kingdoms from the arbitrary deſigns of a Stuart. At the end of the reign 
of queen Ann, that nobleman, and the great Somers, were offered up as victims 
to liberty, by the faction of the Tories. Even then, he dared to move the houſe 
of Lords for leave to bring in a bill to ſettle the precedence of the moſt illuſtrious 
kouſe of Hanover in Ereat Britain. His great deſcendant, one of the moſt ami- 
able and unſpotted characters of this age, a true friend of liberty and the con- y 
ſtitution of his country, we. have ſeen rudely thruſt out; and Sir Fohn Philipps, 
who never poſſeſſed one ſpark of the ancient Britiſh fire, but by an infernal zeal. 
Vas inſtigated in the time of the late rebellion to endeavour to procure the glo- 
Tious-afſotiation' to be preſented to the King's-Bench, as an illegal levying of. 
money on the ſubject without / an act of parliament, has been brought into his 
majeſty's councils. Is it that he: may meet there another great conſtitutional | 
lawyer, who, in all his pleadings before the battle of Culloden, called his coun- 
trymen only the Scottiſh. army, though ever fince that decifive victory he has. 
| termed. them what we did before, Scottiſh rebels! Had the aſſociation been deemed. 
illegal, and the rebellion. ſucceeded, Sir John's merit with the ſucceſſor had 
been clear, and a long life of oppoſition to every meaſure of government in the. 
1 Brunfwic line, had given him a juſt. title to favour from a true Stuart. His 
principles of juſtice and legality, with his wonderful gravity, might perhaps. 
have made him preſident of ſome high. commiſſion court in Wales, and with the 
aid of other baronets. of that country, a Hanoverian would ſoon have been as. 
rare among them, as a true: Whig ever was. Perhaps, however, I miſtake, and | 
the merit of Sir. Fohn Philipps with the Scottiſn miniſter may -be, not lo much | 
the having oppoſed the aſſociation, nor the-kind law advice he gave gratis in 1746 
to fo many of the rebels, as the reſuming his bar-gown to plead for another Scot, 
the honourable Alexander Murray, Eſq, when he was. committed to Newgate, 
by the Houſe of Commons, for a high and meff dangerous contempt of the authority 
and privilege e the houſe, of which the ſpirited Sir Jahn Philipps before that 
time uſed to give himſelf out as the undaunted protector. | 
It is to be regretted, and I make the remark with the deepeſt concern, that 
ſome of the conſiderable men of this age have not before them that great incite- 
ment to virtuous actions, the example of their anceſtors. I ſhall confine myſelf 
to one glaring caſe, becauſe it cannot be diſputed. The memory of Sir Stephen 
ox is not, I believe, ſo precious to his family, as to have excited any one of 
his deſcendants to any one virtuous action. In the debates of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, collected by the honourable Anchitel Grey, 15' an account of Sir Stephen 
Fox's infamous bribery of the parliament preceding that in 1679, when the en- 
quiry was made, and the charge brought home to ſeveral of the 3 op | 
houſe being informed of ſeveral ſums of money paid to ſome of the members of the 72. 


parliament, 
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parliament, by Sir Stephen Fox, &. Vol. 7. p. 316. Sir Stephen at firſt fenced 
with them. He alledged, that as he was no Exchequer Officer, there were no 
footfteps of his payments, and he gave many running inſinuations, p. 316. How- . 
ever, in the courſe of his examination, he confeſſed, I have paid much money for 
SECRET SERVICE; but for theſe FOUR YEARS I HAVE PAID NONE. ' I have paid 
it as the king's bounty, and under ſuch other titles, but not as members of parliament, 
p. 316. THis WAS NOT AN EMPLOYMENT I DESIRED. I NEVER SPOKE, nor 
was adviſer ; but I was directly to iſſue out money, as F-was ordered, p. 318. This 
confeſſion was not obtained till he had no dependence more upon that unfortunate 
perſon now under the obloquy of the nation, p. 317. Mr. Boſcawen, one of the 
members, very juſtly obſerved, If this place, meaning the Houſe of Commons, 
has been corrupted, it is God's great mercy Fat filth a Houſe had not deltvered up the 
nation to arbitrary government. | 

I muſt, from that caution and circumſpection, which I truſt the wary Non rr | 
BRITON will ever preſerve, and from the hope of preventing malicious applica- 
tions, declare that all theſe quotations folely reſpect the parliament immediately 
preceding that of 1679, and have no reſpect to any ſubſequent parliament what- 
ever. As to the preſent Mr. Fox, T ſhould think it almoſt criminal to ſuſpe& 

him only becauſe his father was ſo deeply concerned in ſuch a ſcene of villainy; 

and ſurely, Tully diſcovered his own malignity, rather than his knowledge of 
human nature, when he obſerved, hoc ille natus, quamvis patrem ſuum nunquam 
Viderat, tamen et naturd 1þſa duce, que plurimum valet, in PATERNZ CULPZ SIMI- 
EITUDINEM deductus et. It muſt be admitted that this very Sir Stephen Fox 
DROVE that mild. Scottiſh prime miniſter, duke Lauderdale, and almoſt over- 
turned the machine of government; but ſurely this can never be ſet up as an. 
hereditary right in Mr. Fox to drive tho n gentle miniſter of 8 North in the 
| wey” he now does. 

I own I cannot entertain any conception a Mr. Pax? 8 being geit lo profli- 
gate as the ingenious Mr. Horace Walpole reprefents him, (and in print too) in- 
a World extraordinary, add reſſed to his wife, the right honourable lady Caroline 

Fox, Mr. Walpole obſerves, his paſſions are very ſtrong : he loves play, women 
more, and one woman more than all, —Is this panegyric ?. I hope Mr. Walpole meant 
By the one woman lady Caroline; but ſurely, this is a moſt wonderful compliment 

to be addreſſed to a gentleman's wife, that her huſhand loves play and women. 
His other paſſions we are left to gueſs. Mr. Walpole proceeds to tell us, I ſay 
nothing of his integrity, becauſe I know nothing of 1t—nor I neither. I cannot, 
however, go on as Mr. Walpole does, that it has never been breathed upon even by 
| Juſpicion ; becauſe Mr. Walpole and I know the contrary. He likewiſe vouches 
to us that Mr. Fox is as bravely fincere as thoſe who take, or would have brutality + 
taken for honeſtly. I do not quite underſtand Mr. Walpole, and much queſtion 

if he underſtood, himſelf, I have no idea of Mr. Fox's being bravely ſincere z, 
but J really believe him ſincerely brave. Mr. Walpole is happier in the deſcrip- 
tion of Mr. Fox's perſon. He ſays, His bended brow at firſt lets one into the vaſ?: 
humgnity of his temper. Another painter might, from a ſlight, tranſient view of 
ſo gloomy, ſullen, and lowering a brow, which ſeems overhung' with conceit 
and ſuperciliouſneſs, have gueſſed at the dark, crafty inhabitant within, and 
have preſaged, from a moſt unfortunate ſcowl, that much deceit and treachery 
lurked in a black, malignant heart : but Mr. Walpole tells us that he has ſuc- 
ceeded in drawing the picture, and that his talent is not fluttery. I beg, en paſſant, 
to know what this gentleman's talent is ? 

Mr. Fox, according to Mr. Walpole's account, mates his worth open upon your, 
by perſuading you that he diſcovers ſome in you-; ſo that alt Mr. Fox's worth actually 
conſiſts only in what is truly the worth of others, How much, Mr. Wal pole, 
1s he really worth * 

Very unhappy do I feel myſelf thus to diſagree with ſo great a dis of men 
and things, as Mr. Horace IValpole. I once before ventured modeſtly to hint my 
doubts of the juſtice of his opinion, that the Scottiſi nation was endowed with a 
ſuperior partition of ſenſe to the Aut. Mr. Walpole in vain will endeavour to 

prove 
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prove it from all the unkingly writings of James the Firſt ; but as twenty-ſix 
Preliminary Articles of Peace, ſigned at Fountainebleau, in November laſt, of true 
Scottiſh manufacture, have ſince appeared by authority, I now give up that point. 


With reſpe& to the preſent triſfing diſpute about Mr. Fox, I ſubmit that to 
the gentlemen of the Cocoa-Trae; becauſe they have been ſo wonderfully enlight- . 


ened of late as to his great political merit. Mr. Fox has very dexterouſly ca- 
| Joled them, and Lord Bute has fed them, or where the ſtupid, old Tory trunk was 
almoſt ſapleſs and rotten, has fed their ſons and nephews with loaves and fiſhes. 
In the affair of the Mitchel election, which was the moſt ſenſible thing they ever 


did as a party, for they ſhewed their ſtrength as well as their venom, Mr. Fox 


Has the conſtant topic of their virulent abuſe; and they are undoubtedly the 


moſt foul-mouthed hounds of the whole pack. They never loved the Duke of 


| Newcaſtle, nor can with fincerity love any friend of liberty and. the Proteſtant 
| ſucceſſion ; but they then declared that they would ſupport the Duke of New- 
caſtle againſt Mr, Fox, becauſe they had rather have their pockets picted by bis 
grace, than their throats cut by Mr. Fox. I honour their zeal : laudo manentem. 


1 am, &c. 


Numb. XXXVII. Saturday, Feb. 12, 


1763. 


: ; Repugnante Cx5art, ſed fruſtra adverſus duos, inſtauratum, 
Sullani exempli malum, Proſcriptio. ; hy 

Againſt Czsar's will, but in vain oppoſed to two perſons, that baneful ex- 

- ample of Sylla's was revived, | called a Proſcription. | „ 


0 HERE i, no ſtudy more entertaining or inſtructive than hiftory ; nor is | 


any hiſtory ſo applicable to our own government and times as that of 
Ancient Rome. We clearly ſee in it the fatal rocks and ſhelves upon which a 


great and flouriſhing empire was wrecked ; and by a careful attention, we may, | 
perhaps, be able to prevent the like danger. The experience acquired from 


the misfortunes of others, Polyb:us ſays, is the ſafeſt, though the evidence and 


conviction ariſing from our own, is the moſt forcible. To enumerate the various 


cauſes-of the decline of -the Roman empire, would far exceed- the limits of my 


paper; it will ſuffice, that I point out ſuch only as were the principal and im- 
mediate forerunners of. her {ſlavery and ruin. Where any of the ſame ſymptoms 
of danger ſhall appear in our own body politic, I will, as becomes a watchful 
and an honeſt centinel, communicate the alarm to all true Engli/hmen, and lovers 


oof their country. „ . 
From the annals of Rome it appears, that her ambitious nobles, however at 


times checked by the integrity and wiſdom of the fenate, were ſtill going on to 


pare off ſomething from the commonwealth. It remained w to beat down 
that barrier againſt lawleſs rule, to bribe, intimidate, and at laft to proſcribe the 
moſt ſpirited, experienced, and honeſt friends of the public. The work of 
deſtruction was then compleated. When Pyrrhus attempted to corrupt the 


ſenate, not a ſingle Roman, in thoſe days of public virtue and national honour, 
would take the vile wages of proſtitution, The more ſubtle alien, Fugurtha, 
found means to melt their ſtubborn virtue, and by the dint of ſecret ſervice mo- 


| ney gained over a flagitious party to eſpouſe his ſhameful cauſe. . His exclamation, 
Ihen he left the mercenary capital, is well known; O venal city, devoted to im- 
mediate deftruftion, if thou ſpould/? * a purchaſer / 85 | 7 
| | 2 | | In 
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Ta our own memory, there has been a time, when the ſum'of twenty-five thou- 


ſand pounds iſſued from a certain place, upon a certain article, gave too juſt 
cauſe for melancholy reflections. By what magic influence and faſcination of 


mind was a former parliament induced to gild with groſs and fulſome panegyric 


the infamous treat of Utrecht, whilſt the traitors, who made it, were held in 
utter deteſtation by the honeſt and diſcerning nation? J muſt defire, profeſſing 
always a regard to decency, as well as to my own  faſety, that I may not be miſ- 
underſtood ; for there is nothing farther from my intention, than to inſinuate 


| that there is the leaſt ſimilitude between the circumſtances of laſt a and 
„„ wt | 


In this golden age, metaphorically I mean, of virtue, who. could dare to ſup⸗ | 
poſe that we have any thing to fear from that too ſkilful and ſure pioneer, Cor- 
ruption ? No: if the miniſter was wickedly inclined to practiſe it, there is a per⸗ 
ſon, we all know, who will never be prevailed upon to ſuffer it. Examine well 
the preſent adminiſtration ; 3 Is It not compoſed chiefly of the choiceſt patriots, | 


men of Jong experience in buſineſs, and of unſhaken loyalty ? Have we not at 


the head of our finances, the experienced, the eloquent, the able Sir Francis Daſh- 

word ? At the head of our admiralty, that great favourite of the navy, Mr. 
George Grenville ? At the head of our penſioners, lord Litchfield, &c. &c. &c. 
They have ever declaimed loudly againſt penſions; they have repreſented all em- 
ployments held at the pleaſure of the crown, as little better than ſplendid badges 
of dependance and abject ſlavery. We may repoſe, with entire confidence, on 
the. chaſte and ſeru pulous integrity « of the knot of Tories, Scottiſh members, and 


Scottiſied Engliſt, who now conſtitute, by an amazing concurrence of unexpected 
incidents, the preſent virtuous majority in parliament. Theſe gentlemen, we 


muſt confeſs, had, in the worſt of times, a natural penchant and predilection for 


each others merit. The famous colonel Cecil, of the Cocoa Tree, upon his exa- 


mination in the late rebellion, declared, that the miniſters of France, which 


was then on the point of invading us, e the utmoſt joy at the entire union 


between the Engliſh and Scottiſh Jacobites. In theſe happier days of univerſal Ioy- 
alty, how lovingly do they concur, in the ſupport of the prerogative, and of his 


majeſty's undoubted title to the throne of theſe kingdoms ? Muſt not the Due of 


Choiſeul and the Marquis of Grimaldi, as they are ; become our exceeding good 
friends, be in raptures, on account of the ſtrict. harmony ſubſiſting between the 
whiggified Tories, the torified Mhigs, and the amphibious North-Britons? 
The next political battery, employed againſt the ſenate, was that of intimida- 
tion. The conjunction of Pompey, Czſar, and Craſſus, proved much more fatal 
to the commonwealth, than even their oppoſition would have been. Vader 
their unconſtitutional adminiſtration, merit was no recommendation ; nor was 
innocence any protection. All offices and places were given from the motives 
of intereſt or party, The wiſe and honeſt were driven from all participation of 


government. Cato was ſent away for being too virtuous, by that tool of power, 


the profligate Clodius ; and Cicero, for being too able, was forced into baniſhment, 
This ſecond engine of deſpotic -power has rarely been played off in Ergland, 


| FR the acceſſion ofthe houſe of Hanover. A principle of conciliation and for- 


bearance was the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of our two laſt kings, and of their 
miniſters. To rule by love and not by fear, over free and willing ſubjects, was 
judged by them the wiſeſt policy. The preſent muſproom miniſter, ſprung thus 


ſuddenly from a kot- bed, diſdains to walk in that old beaten track, The plan of 
the Triumvirate appears to him in every reſpect preferable. Oderint, dum metuant, 


is his rule of action. The hatred of the nation he deſpiſes, provided he can ope- 
Tate on our fears. The moſt eminent lawyers have been feed, to find miſtakes 
and flaws in patents, granted for the ſecurity of the liberties of the ſubject, and 
which for ages have been eſteemed not oy valid, but even ſacred. His inſo- 


lence and cruelty have put this menacing alternative, Renounce all ties of honour, 


conſanguinity, and gratitude, or elſe ſome fycophant belonging to myſelf ſhall liave your 


Place. The ſecretary * of a certain board, a very apt tool of miniſterial perſe- 


Samuel Martin, Eſq. . 
cution, 
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cution, with a ſpirit worthy of a Portugueſe inquiſitor, is hourly. looking for 
carrion in every office, to feed the maw of the inſatiable. vulture, Imò etiam in 
Jenatum venit, notat et Ae nat unumgpuemque naſtrũm e he marks us, and all our 
innocent families, for beggary and ruin. Neither the tenderneſs of age, nor the 
facredneſs of ſex, is ſpared by the cruel Scot. The widow of one of the moſt me- 
ritorious * men of this kingdom, was told her doom; but our. great deliverer, 
from the nobleſt motives of gratitude to his deceaſed friend, there interpoſed, 
and ſaved her from the threatened ruin. Proceedings equally violent and unpre- 
_ cedented, and fo highly dangerous in their direct Ra cannot fail, .in time, 
of becoming the objects of parliamentary enquiry. 8 23 | 

If then corruption and intimidation had paved the wh bi, arbitrary. power amongſt 
the Romans, the invention of Proſcription by Marius and Sylla, repeated too 
ſucceſsfully by the laſt Triumvirate, gave the finiſhing ſtroke to their expiring 
liberties. The dictator Sylla proſcribed two thouſand knights and ſenators, with 
a cruel joke, that they were all he could juſt then recollect, but that he reſerved 
the puniſhment of others till he could remember their names. Satiated at length 
with vengeance, blood, and power, he gave up his uſurped command; and what 
was indeed extraordinary, the people permitted him to die peaceably in his own 
Ded! 
The evil example of this Proſeription was renewed by the laſt Triumwitate. 
At their firſt meeting the young Oclavius reſiſted fo inhuman a meaſure; but, 
when his pretended ſqueamifhneſs was over - ruled, he outſtripped them both in 
wanton barbarity. Hiſtorians agree that Lepidus was a weak, inconſtant man; 
that he was raiſed, without the merit of one ſingle virtue, to ſo high power, 
and infamouſly abuſed the moſt glorious opportunity of ſerving his country, to 
the ruin of his country and himſelf. Mark Anthony, the third Triumvir, is 
painted to us as a compoſition of the moſt furious paſſions, ambitious, profligate 
and vindictive. His aſſociates, were pimps, bankrupts, gladiators, and all men 

of the moſt infamous characters. The abandoned Clodius, and the lewd Gabinius, 
were his boſom friends, and deareſt companions. The effects of this fatal coa- 


lition are well known. Three hundred ſenators, and two thouſand Roman 


Knights were doomed to die for a crime the moſt unpardonable to tyrants, their 


Warm and ſteady ſupport of the cauſe of liberty. The en bolt their me, 


and with them periſhed the liberties of Rome. 

| Happy Britain ! in whoſe well-poiſed government fuck ſeeties. of votes and 
horror are not now to be apprehended. Happy in a monarch, who crowns all his 
virtües with lenity and moderation. When the relentleſs hand of power ſhall 


ſeem to fall too heavy on the ſubject, we know to whom the rigour ought to be 


imputed. The world will place it always, as it does at this particular criſis, to 
the account of an hot-brained and over-bearing miniſter ; or, not to be unjuſt, I 
ſhould make uſe, I very believe, of the dual number, and lament the tyranny of 


the DVuuvixR ATE. There are but few, I may venture to aſſert, who do not 
regard the many late removals of reſpectable and worthy perſons from their em- 


ployments as a perſecution, and indeed, a ſort of proſeription. | 

The miniſters, who club their wiſdom and their power in this chef A of 
politics, appear in general to the nation in the odious light of Gofacks, exerciſing 
a domeſtic Dragoonade, and looking out for plunder for their creatures and de- 
pendants, Of what crime or miſdemeanor has the ancient + bulwark of the 


houſe of Hanover, the faithful and diſintereſted ſervant of the great-grandfather 


and grandfather of our moſt gracious king, been guilty, that not he alone, but 
all his innocent relations and well-wiſhers, are marked out to their indignant 
fellow - ſubjects as the moſt outragious and unpardonable offenders? The public 
waits impatiently to learn the mighty accuſation. Have then his grace, and his 


moſt noble friends, been complicated in the foul practice of rebellion? No; that 


perfidy has never been, nor ever will be imputed to any of them; or if they had, 
ſuch is the extraordinary clemency of theſe times towards the ſons of rebellion, 


3 * Stephen Pointz, Eſq; formerly Governor to his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland. 
+ The Duke of Newcaſtle, 
they 
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they would undoubtedly have been forgiven. Do we not daily ſee the families 


of thoſe, who were deeply concerned in the laſt deſperate attempt to. overthrow 
our liberties and conſtitution, and to fix the crown upon the head of a Papiſt, 


admitted into favour, and even advanced to preferment? What then has the noble 


Duke, with all the victims to miniſterial rage, committed? They have ventured 


-to declare, no matter in how decent a manner, their humble ſentiments, that, 


though the work of peace was owned to be a moſt deſirable object, yet, that the 
precipitate and blundering manner, in which it had been conducted, was by no 
means worthy of a national or parliamentary commendation. If a conduct ſo 
moderate and defenſible as this; if to differ ever hereafter with an upſtart miniſter, 
is to be conſtrued as a crimen læſæ majeſtatis ; if the giant Prerogative is to be let 
Jooſe, and ſtalk about, to create unuſual terrors, and inflit unpractiſed puniſh- 
ments; if the fierceſt thunderbolts of Jupiter are to be launched by a low miſ- 
creant againſt the ſlighteſt offence, and even againſt innocence itſelf; if the fa- 

vourite motto of the North, the nemo me impune laceſſet, is to be adopted by a mi- 


niſter as the future rule of government in our once happier South, we may then 


boaſt, as much as we pleaſe, of our invaluable liberties, purchaſed with the blood 
of our heroic anceſtors ; but let us watch them narrowly, leſt, before we are aware, 
they ſhould ſoon depend upon too flight a thread. One conſolation, however, is 
ſtill left us, that ſo ſevere an exerciſe of the extreme right of prerogative cannot 
fail of recoiling ſoon upon the heads of thoſe impetuous and raſh miniſters who 
firſt adviſed it. The chariot of the ſun, which they have borrowed, will- be 
theirs but for a day. They may, for a ſhort time, endanger our little world ; 
but their own ruin will be the certain conſequence, Their fall will be unpitied; 
their memories for ever deteſted. 


TO THE NORTH BRITON. 


SIR, 


« The' AUDITOR made us wait from Saturday to Tueſday while "Tp was hatch- 
« ing another infamous falſehood. I affirm that there never was any quarrel 
ce between the baronet in the North, and the gentleman ſuppoſed to be alluded 
© to. The circumſtances belong to another perſon, very lately deceaſed, * who 
ce gave the affront, and was afterwards chaſtiſed by the baronet. The gentle- 
«© man was not preſent at either, though he was at another election fray after- 
&« wards, and at a few previous, in the ſame year 1754. The ſtory in the Au- 
«© DITOR is falſe. + The baronet himſelf will do Juſtice to the temen 5 
6 character 1 in that whole tranſaction. 


Feb. 9. 75763 I am yours, &c. 

* Coulſon W Eſq. 

— Gorgonean maſque (which i 1s the third Jt) is wholly engroſſed by Colonel Cataline. 1 8 
ſome people are of opinion, that he does not ſtand in need of any ſuch aſſiſtance, and that he is ſufficiently 
endowed by nature; but I never can think that face his own, The Fædi oculi, that vile caſt of the eye, anld 
_ that entire phiſiognomy, can nev-r be natural. Beſides, mere human impudence would be feeble, without a 
Gorgonean incruftation, and ſhrink back from the indignant eye of mankind. After being kicked and buf- 
feted by a Baronet in the North, is it poſſible that he ſhould now dare to talk of men bravely fincere and 
fincerely brave, while the unatoned marks of infamy are ftill glowing and tingling on his ſhoulders, if he 
were not wrapped in more than tenfold braſs? Could a barc face endure the obſervant looks of that very 
aſſembly, to which he reſorts for no other purpoſe, but to mark out one of them for his ſcurrility on the Sa- 
turday following? But of the Colonel I ſhall ſay no more at preſent, being — to devote an entire 
Paper to ſo extraordinary a charaQter, 

AvpiTon, Ne, XXXVIII. 


x. B. Fae was' the laſt zumber of the Auditor, 


Numb. 


THE NORTH BRITON, 


Numb. XXXVIII. Bariaiay: Feb. 
1763. 


{ 

f 
Italiam, fato profugus, Lavinaque venit 3 ; 
Littora. | 3 >; | ViRG. | 1 | b 


Driven by fate, a fugitive he came | + 111 
To Albion s clime, and England's happy ſhores. . 


Dear Covsin, 6h. 11 


W have heard with infinite ſatisfaction of the moſt promiſivg ſtate of our 
affairs, not only in our antzent kingdom of Scotland, where, indeed, our 
intereſt has always been deeply rooted in the hearts of our ſubjects, but likewiſe 
in England, where, till of late, we have never been able to entertain any well- 
grounded hope of recovering our juſt claims, and regal rights. Every thing, 
through your benign influence, now wears the moſt pleaſing aſpect. Where 
you tread, the thiſtle again riſes under your feet. The ſons of Scotland, and 
the friends of that great line of the Stuarts, no longer mourn, We have had 
the trueſt pleaſure in hearing of the noble proviſion you have made for ſo many 
of our ſtaunch friends, and of the conſiderable poſts, both of honour and profit, 
which you have beſtowed on them, We no leſs rejoice at this than at the pro- 
ſeription you have made of our inveterate enemies, the JYhigs, and the check you 
have given to that wicked revolution ſpirit, as well as to the deſcendants of thoſe _ 
who have impiouſly oppoſed our divine, hereditary, indefeaſible right, With 
this ſpirit we know the title of the family in poſſeſſion muſt fall, becauſe it is 
| their only firm foundation, and therefore we thank you for blaſting it, and 
' forcing out all who were in any degree thus actuated, or inſpired. We thank 4 
you too for giving the power to ſo many of thoſe, whoſe family eſtates were i | 
nearly ruined by a ſteady oppoſition, for almoſt half a century, to the houſe of — 
| Brunſwick ; and we rejoice to ſee them begin to revenge themſelves on their i if 
enemies and oppreflors. We hope that no conſideration will divert you from | 1 
your purpoſe, on the preſent vacancy, of recommending our noble friend, lord . | | 
Elibank, to be one of the 2 ixteen peers of Scotland. We have no ſmall obligations p BE . 
to him, as well as to his brother, Mr. Alexander Murray, and the reſt of the f 
Wokr hv independant electors of Weſtminſter. Let not poor Sir George Vandeput | 11 
ſtarve. He and Mr. Dobyns the upholſterer, are my two only friends of all the | 
| ſubſcribers to that glorious cauſe, who are yet unprovided for by % 
We lament that our dear country for ſo many years has been expoſed a prey 
to foreign invaders, and domeſtic traitors. We made repeated efforts to relieve 
it from the tyranny of the one, and to ſecure it from the malice of the other. Th 
Our la/? attempt you were no ſtranger to, nor to the cauſes which rendered it if f 
abortive. The former you do not remember. The truth is, they were both | 
formed on a wrong plan, and we inconſiderately undertook to bring about by ö 1 
foreign aſſiſtance what can only be effected by domeſtic union among cur friends, | : 
and by putting them in a condition to eive the law to our unrelenting enemies. | 4} 
This you will beſt accompliſh by creating diviſions among theſe our reftactory | 4 
ſubjects, w which you have moſt ſucceſsfully begun. The native courage of our 6 
people is ſuch, that they can only be ſubdued by themſelves, and valour is fo. i 3 
congenial with their very being, that it remains with them, when heaven has for- i 
ſaken them, and even permitted them to trample under foot the rites of our } 
holy religion,” and to bid our holy father defiance, Our dear ſiſter, the wo apoſtolic 
queen, has juſtly called them, ces braves impies. 
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We never can forget the warm wiſhes and kind remembrances of our friends 
in the year 1745, at the Cocoa- tree and at Oxford, in a part of our old princi- 
pality of Wales, and almoſt in all our ancient kingdom of Scotland. When 
that traytor, Jahn Murray, a diſgrace to the name and family, impeached ſo 
many of our good friends on the trial of Duke Lovat, the alarm in our royal 
breaſt cannot be expreſſed. We have read thoſe proceedings, ſet forth by pre- 
tended authority, with the utmoſt horror. After the name of one Welch baronet, 
Sir Watlin Williams Mynne, our royal tenderneſs for another made us tremble 
to think what might have followed, but the noble lord Talbot ſtopped the 
traitor's tongue, ſuppreſſed the reſt of the evidence, prudently kept other names 
ſacred from the public ear, and would not ſuffer the villain to go on to calum- 
niate * the character of ſeveral gentlemen, who were his worthy friends +, The 
impartial public, however, did juſtice to the zeal of the noble lord's friends in 
our cauſe; and though ſome of them have, ſince that unfortunate æra, been 
more prudent, they have not been leſs in earneſt; and notwithſtanding a few 
ſhort tranſitory gleams of court ſunſhine, we ſhall ever conſider them as our own. 
The ſteady barpnet, who, like others of his name, has been prgferred for his wit, 
did indeed ROVER no ic erg 9 8 under the late . and i in conſe- 


4 


he bas acted his aſſes with our 5 bits 6 and bas engraven 50 them, what 

is ſtill deeper engraven on his heart, the true oriſon of the Tories for the accom- 
pliſhment of their wiſhes, no leſs than of our own, the comprehenſive Frar, 
We are extremely happy to hear that he is at preſent in the Privy Council) and 
we.do-,promiſe, on our royal Word, that he ſhall be continued in it on our 


RESTORATIIom̃. 
The happy 8 you have ſo ſpeedily made. to give all power into the 
hands of your countrymen, is matter of true joy to us, and gives us the moſt pro- 
miſing hopes that they will ſoon riſe ſuperior to all re//lance, which can be 
made, either by the obſtinacy of thoſe, 200 have ever been our enemies, or by : 
the new papa of a bold intruder on the indefeaſible rights of our true line, 
and unalienable poſſeſſions of our ancient inheritance. They will always be 
aſſerted with dignity by our auguſt family, and we are the more aſſured of i it, 
becauſe another noble Scot, our couſin, lord Dunbar, of the loyal ſtock of Mur- 
ray, when he was groom. of the ole to his royal highneſs, formed the mind of our 
moſt dear ſon, CHARLES, prince of Wales, to all virtues, and, above all, to 
the two princely virtues of our race, ſtrict @conomy and exemplary piety. We 
have already given the green ribband to this diſtinguiſhed friend of our ſon, but 
we have gracious intentions of beſtowing on him likewiſe the GARTER, Jhould 
it wot interfere with any of the blood reyal of Stuart. | : 
Me thank you for the favours you have ſhewn to fo many of our friends, 
whom we have ſeen in our exile, We retain the moſt lively ſenſe of the pro- 
feſſions of attachment, which we perſonally condeſcend to accept at our court 
here from ſo many of the old interef, We have reaſon to be ſatisfied with 
more than one Dafhwoed ; and we Fjoun: you to go on to heap your favours on 
all that party. 
et, dear couſin, we muſt acquaint. ;you, that your. friends here are. unani- 
mouſly of opinion, that in ſome things you have deyiated from that regard to 
your own intereſt, and prudent attention to your own power, which Teem 3 in 
general. to have governed your conduct. You have too ſoon dropt the maſque. 
Vou have not juſtly weighed the true temper and diſpoſitions of our enemies 
about you. They have acted towards our predeceſſors like wanton boys, tug- 
ging at the end of a rope, who will not deſiſt till they find it ſlackened by him 
who holds the other end, and then they are content to let! it go. The cxpe- 


 #® Vide Lowat's Trial, | 
U In Por x ——'s reign theſe fruitleſs lines were writ, 


When Anbreſe * was prefer d for wit, | Por x. 
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rience of this was happily made by our uncle, but moſt unfortunately neglected 
by our. father. Do not aim too ſoon at the miniſterial deſpotiſm we know. you 


have in view. You may, by too large ſtrides, miſs. your footing ; and if you 


do, we are irrecoverably undene, and your fortunes will have.a tragical end. 
The annals of Scotland ate already more ſtained with blood, than thoſe of any 
country in Europe, and horrid butcheries diſgrace every page of her hiſtory. 

If ever you are preſſed to give your aſſent to an enquiry into the paſt manage- 
ment of the public revenue, avoid the yielding to it as long as poſſible: it will 
fatally recoil on yourſelf, If you are at laſt forced to give up the point, boldly 
promiſe a commiſſion of all public accounts. You, may afterwards ſwear that you 
only engaged for a committee, and never thought of a.commiſſien. The poor eroa- 

ture, who will ſeem ſo very earneſt in it, will be eaſily duped. Perhaps, indeed, 
he will deſire to be duped. You may make the moſt pompous profeſſions of the 

 facredneſs of your promiſe at the very moment you are violating it. The houſe 
of Stuart has always claimed, and exerciſed, a diſpenſing power, as to promiſes, 
oaths, and vows; and you are indeed, dear couſin, 'full blood to us. If there is 
any one, whom! you allow, as your factor, to ſhare-in ſome degree your power, 

inſtruct him not directly to oppoſe it, but let him endeaveur to poſtpone it to 
another year, for all the accounts of the war will then be cloſed. Det him urge that 


it ſhould not now be gone into, nor ſhould a negative be put upon it. The evil day | 


ſhould be put off both from you and him, If, however, it muſt come on, give 


We muſt tell you that this has not been the pique of a ſenſeleſs and outragious 
multitude, nor a flame raiſed by the breath of private whiſpers, It has ariſen 
from the indignation of the wiſe and moſt virtuous of our people, who 'have 
lamented your incapacity, but have abhorred your guilt, and bluſhed at the 


 diſhonours which they have curſed you for their being reproached with among 


the nations of Europe. You ought, dear couſin, to reflect that the party 


which oppoſes our intereſt, is great in numbers as well as in rank and fortune. 
Their abilities too are incomparably ſuperior to thoſe of our friends, their expe- 
rience in every department of public buſineſs much greater, their characters 


more reſpectable, and their perſons favoured by all, but thoſe whoſe principles 


in government are the ſame with yours and ours, and in religion differ but little 

from us. The ſubordinate ranks among them muſt, as yet, be conſidered as a 
part of the community not ſafely to be depended upon, till it pleaſe heaven to 
ſubdue their minds to a perfect and ready ſubmiſſion to a ſuperior power, and 
to quell that high, uncontroulable ſpirit of liberty, which the Engliſ dare to 


_ claim as their birthright, and in every age ee to make their firſt diſtin- 
gaming .charaQteriftic. 


As to the military, you are defied, dear coufin, to make it as numerous as 


poſſible. There will be ample provifion for your needy countrymen, who are ſo 


devoted to you and to ws. Never regard the finances of the country. Firſt 


conſider your on ſafety. This is the more neceſſary, as you do not know how 


ſoon all may be inſufficient to protect you from an enraged multitude. 

As you have the command of every thing, deal out the moft boundleſs 
largeſfes, yet preach up economy, and, in all trifles, practiſe it; however never 
ceaſe parading on every article, Abuſe likewiſe all your predeceffors, and 
extol -yourſelf as the model of all virtues. Vour creatures are bound to believe, 
and to propagate that faith. 

Our royal houſe has been long weddet to calamity, and we have drank deep 
of the cup of bitterneſs. The frowns of heaven have been ſevere upon us. The 
ſolemn curſe of the firſt of our family, who afcended the throne of England, 
ſeems ſtill to hang upon us: Tf I fpare any that are found guilty, in the caſe of 
Somerſet, whom he did ſpare, God's curſe light on me and my poſterity for ever, 
Soy. attempt for our relief Fs as in conſequence, been ſaid by heretics to 


have 


ies to all thoſe who ſhall be ac to! take the: Wege res 1 his 


We have deeply meditated on the public odium which has ever purſued you. 
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have providentially miſcarr ied. A gleam of hope at length breaks upon us; for 

though the uſurper at preſent has got our crown, he has got all our miniſters too. 
Given under our fign manual and privy ſignet, of the THISTLE, at our court at 


Rome, the ſecond day of Fanuary, in the ſirty-third year of our reign. | J. R. 
r a James Murray. 


Numb. XXXIX. Saturday, F eb. 28; 
55 


Ante hæc duriſſima tempora reipublicæ nihil aliud unquam oed, elt niſi 
crudelitas illius temporis. mu 49 | CICERO, 


Before thoſe very bad times, nothing elle was ever objeAed but the cruelty of 
that age.. | 


| HERE is a great reſemblance between the hiſtories of moſt nations, whoſe 
forms of government are nearly fimilar. All the free ſtates of Greece 
experienced the ſame kind of internal convulſions, and their final deſtiny was 
the ſame. The reſemblance between particular periods of hiſtory, in different 
ſtates as well as in the ſame body politic, is ſometimes remarkably ſtriking. 
There are few paſſages i in the Roman hiſtory but find their exact parallels in our 
own. Oliver Cromwell plays the ſame poor farce (and acts it as ill) in his 
refuſal of the crown from a committee of parliament, as Julius Czſar had before 
done on a like offer from Mark Anthony. The compariſon of particular periods 
of the hiſtory of the ſame nation is ſtill more juſt, and an argument may be 
drawn from it with more truth and preciſion, becauſe it is feunded, 1 in the 
genius of the people, and the form of the government, | - 
I muſt own, that at preſent I am ſtruck with the cloſe fmilitude 8 the 
four laſt years of queen Anne's reign, and the preſent times. The nation was 
then in a war with France, whioh had been carried on with amazing ſucceſs, 
and indeed, very little remained to be effected to reduce that exorbitant power, 
which had threatened the liberties of mankind, within the moſt moderate 
bounds. All theſe juſt and glorious hopes were blaſted by the infamous peace of 
Utrecht, which compleated the diſgrace of the ſovereign, and the diſhonour of 
England; for it was attended with ignominy to ourſelves, and with the moſt 
| ſhameful breach of faith to our allies. We have lately been engaged in a war 
with the ſame power. It has been carried on with, at leaſt, equal glory; but 
for all our. blood and treaſure, we have only the wretched preſent of the prelimi- 
rary articles of peace ſigned at Fountainebleau, with a promiſe that the groſs faults 
which have been pointed out to an ignorant miniſter, and which would have 
diſgraced a Tartar, or a Sclavonian, ſhould be amended. THIS HERE lord- 
mayor * of London, in an elegant and maſterly ſpeech, publicly declared, that 
the preſent peace was in every reſpect more infamous than that of Utreckt ; and that he 
_ was ready to prove THAT THERE peace Was/LESSER t be found fault with. He 
did accordingly, from the duty he owed to his fellow. citizens, and from bis 
ſteady, admirable uniformity of conduct, ſummon a common-council expreſly . 
on that great occaſion, to explain and enforce with patriotic zeal the important 
cauſe of their meeting, and propoſe an addreſs to the legiſlature, to ſtop in time 
the progreſs of ſoalarming a negociation, founded on the ſtrong.cvidence, of the 
preliminaries. 1 his was his clear duty, and this he nobly diſcharged. The 
city mult ever with gratitude look up to him for taking the lead in ſo manly a 
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way, as became their firſt magiſtrate, thus called upon in ſuch a cauſe, by that 


love of his country, which in him Kill riſes ſuperior, unſhaken, and unſeduced 


by all the arts and careſſes, as well as by the laviſh promiſes, of courts and mini- 
ſters. Great in himſelf, and in a legion of public and private virtues, he de- 
ſpiſes all honours, as the vile traffic of courts, nor has he a with to change a title 
only temporary, for one hereditary and perpetual, He will therefore never lend 
himſelf to prop the miniſter who made this infamous peace, as he terms it; but 
will, I ami perſuaded, continue Ready, indefatigable, and animated in an oppo- 
felon to him, 

As the two Treaties are ſo much alike, there is alſo a wonderful Gmilitude be- 
tween the two miniſters, who fabricated the two treaties; the lord High- -Treaſu- 


rer, and the preſent firft lord of the Treaſury, The true reafoh with both was the 


preſervation of their own power. The oſtenſible reaſon to the public has, in 
both caſes, been the ſame, and equally falſe, that the nation was not able to carry 
on the war, The earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, opened his plan of power, 


and drew in the enemies of the conſtitution to ſupport him, by abuſing the revo- 


lution, and its great author, king William, The preſent miniſter has been equally 
induftrious in procuring the vileſt hirelings to revile the good old ting, and all 
whoſe families brought about the | revolution, and who have ſteadily ſupported 
the family on the throne againſt the Pretender. It is remarkable, that only at one 
period of her reign, at the beginning of 1708, when the queen was alarmed by 
the arrival of the Pretender at Dunkirk, and the preparations made for his land- 
ing in Scotland, the revolution was mentioned in terms of approbation, and the 
friends of it, in that day of danger, were conſidered as the only firm ſecurity of 


the throne. In the anſwer to the addreſs of the houſe of lords, the queer: ſays, 


N muſt always place my chief dependence upon thoſe, who have given ſuch 


<« repeated proofs of the greateſt warmth and concern for the ſupport of the 


C REVOLUTION, the ſecurity of my perſon, and of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion.“ 
How thoroughly Scotland was at that time tainted with Facobitiſm quite through, 


even to its rotten core, a famous Scottiſh hiſtorian ſhall tell. Lockhart of rnit, 


in his Memoirs, p. 343, ſays, People of all ranks were daily more and more 
perſuaded that nothing but the reſtoration of the royal family, and that By 
„ THE MEANS OF SCOTSMEN, could reſtore them to their rights: ſo that now 
ec there was SCARCE ONE OF A THOUSAND that did not declare for the king, 
« (anglice the Pretender) nay, the Preſbyterians and the Cameronians were wil- 
ling to paſs over the objection of his being a Papiſt; for, ſaid they, according 
to their predeſtinating principles, God may convert him, or he may have pro- 
c teſtant children,” And again, in p. 344, © On ALL occaſions, in ALL 


„ places, and by ALL people of ALL perſuaſions, nothing was to be heard 


ce throughout ALL the country, fave an univerſal declaration in favour of the 

& king, that is, the Scottiſh king. One of the firſt addreſſes to his preſent ma- 

2 jeity, from the moſt eminent in the oppoſition to his family, makes his majeſty's 
hereditary right the only principle of their loyalty, 


Another topic of heir abuſe has been our allies. In the queen's fins the 1 | 


um fell on the Dutch: in our own, on the king of Pruſſia. The ſame reaſon 
was equally ftrong in the two caſes ; for both warmly concurred in the ſupport 
of all our meaſures againſt the common enemy, France. 
When that Earl Mortimer had in effe& ſeized the crown, he removed the 
two moſt eminent perſons who ever appeared in their different Nations, the 
duke of Marlborough, and the earl of Godolphin. Burnet ſays, “ the wife ma- 
« nagement of the one at home, and the glorious conduct of the other abroad, 
„ one would have thought, would have fixed them in their poſts above the little 


$9 practices of an artful favourite, who had not ſhewn any tokens of a great ge- 


„ nius, and was only eminent in the art of deluding thoſe that hearkened to 
ce him.” That Earl Mortimer drove from his ſovereign' s councils all the great 
and eminent men of that reign, He turned out moſt of the lords lieutenants of 
the ſeveral counties, and removed almoſt all the Mig juſtices of the peace. We 
too have ſeen ſeveral of the firſt characters among the Engu/p nobility removed 
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from being his majeſty's lieutenants in ſeveral counties. There is yet no altera- 
tion as to the ju/?ices of peace, The change in thoſe commiſſions is reſerved for 
a change in the poſſeſſion of the Great Seal, which is at preſent in the hands of 
an Engliſhman. a 3 

That Harl Mortimer removed a conſiderable number of the J/higs, and the 
friends of the revolution, and gave their places to profeſſed Tories, and to the ene- 
mies of liberty. The preſent miniſter has made almoſt a total reſumption of all 
the appointments to places in the hands of the VMhięs whom he diſliked, and has 
ruined many families, who have no other guilt than the being put in by the 

friends of the late truly patriot king. A nature fo unrelenting, and a temper 
ſo deſpotic, were never before ſeen and felt in a firſt miniſter of this country. 

As ſoon as that Earl Mortimer had effectually ſecured his intereſt with the 

Qucen, he kept her in a ſtate of impriſonment, and ſuffered none but his own 
creatures, to be about her perſon. The ſovereign was then actually in a ſtate of 
: thraldom, and what is infinitely the worſe kind of ſlavery, was held in a capti- 
vity of the underſtanding. The royal mind was enſlaved in the moſt wretched 
manner; yet that Earl Mortimer had the impudence to aſſert, that he had only 
freed his ſovereign from the chains of the old miniſtry, Have not the two ve- 
nal ſcribblers of our times, the BRI ToN and the Aupirtos, perpetually declaim- 
| ed, that the late miniſtry only reſigned, becauſe they could not controul and go- 
vern their maſter? _ „ £7 | | 
. That Earl Mortimer got privately into the palace by means of one bad, un- 
grateful woman, Mrs. Maſham; and in a ſhort time compleated his aſcendency 
over the mind of his ſovereign. Here I do not find the leaſt ſimilitude. 

As the view of both miniſters has undoubtedly been the ſame, the preſervation 
of their enormous power, both have made uſe of the ſame apt inſtruments. Their 

tools were the Tories, and all the revilers of the proteflant ſucceſſion. 

That Earl Mortimer having got entire poſſeſſion of the heart of his ſovereign, 
and the power of the crown being, as it were, delegated to him, he employed it 
to purchaſe and to ſecure a majority of the two houſes of parliament. Thus in 
effect he obtained the ſovereignty of three kingdoms, and kept his power by diſtri- 
buting the revenue of the civil liſt to ſome, by giving places to others, and by 

: creating twelve new peers at once, Since October 1760, ſeventeen new peerages 
| have been created, nine additional lords, and an aſtoniſhing number of Tory 
grooms of the bed-chamber have been made ; every obſolete, uſeleſs place has been 
revived, and every occaſion of encreaſing ſalaries has been ſeized with eagerneſs. 
That great reformer of abuſes, the new Mhig head of the board of trade, has 
| juſt condeſcended to ſtipulate for an additional ſalary without power, as the price 
of his ſupport of this Tory government. In all theſe caſes, however, merit has 
been the ſole motive. Here again we do not find the moſt diſtant reſemblance. 
The corruption under the Queen's Tory adminiſtration was ſo flagrant, 'that they 
bad greatly overdrawn the civil Ii, and the venal parliament of 1713, was eaſily 
brought to vote 500,000 J. which was given to pay off the debts of corruption, 
contracted in that ſhort, infamous period. This was the boaſted ceconomy of 
the moſt ignorant, and incapable ſet of men, who ever pretended to the direction 
of the public buſineſs. 'The Yhigs had managed the civil lift ſo well, that the 
queen had for ſeveral years given 100,000 J. towards the expences of the war, had 
contributed 126,000. to the ſupport of the poor Palatines, and had laid out above 
200,000. in the building of Blenhe:m- Houſe. Yet, by their wiſe management, 
the civil it was more than adequate to thoſe expences of government, for which 
it was given. The civil liſt was ſo ill managed by the Tories, that very unfairly 
at the end of a ſeſſion, the queen was brought to aſk 500, oo0 J. of her parlia- 
ment, which theſe fragal diſpenſers of the public treaſure precipitately and eagerly 
_ yoted ; for they knew it would ſoon find its way among them, They were ever 
uzzling at the public accounts, pretending great abuſes, yet, though inveſted 
with the fulleſt powers, had never the capacity of detecting even the /malle/?, 
which muſt creep into offices. 


The 


No. XXXIX. THE NORTH BRITON. 131 


The preſent civil I; exceeds that in the queen's time, by 200,000 J. I have 
not heard that any part of it has been given towards the great expences of this 


war; and I have heard of moſt wonderful ſavings in the articles of beef and pud- 


ding, candles, and coals, &c. &c. &c. I believe that 118,000. of the late King's 
civil lift has been received ſince the demiſe of the crown. I am therefore ſatis- 
fied that the report of a ſpeedy application to parliament, grounded on the. diſ- 


treſs already pretended to be felt, can have no foundation; becauſe I am ſatisfied ' 


that there has been no corruption in this virtuous reign, in which it has been fo 
openly and warmly diſclaimed. Even at its commencement, a declaration was 
made, that not a ſhilling ſhould be iſſued to ſerve any ſiniſter purpoſes of go- 
vernment, nor to give any undue influence, Every man was now to be left 
<« to act and to vote according to the dictates of his own conſciences : no me- 


< naces would ever be uſed, no puniſhments, no ſufferings be known, The 
e crown has nothing to aſk of the people, but to follow their own intereſt, 


<« which, in this patriot reign, would be left to them to diſcover and to purſue, 
cc unbiaſſed, uncorrupted.“ dd 8 5 


That Earl Mortimer was educated in the religion of the Kirk of Scotland, and 


paſſed his youth among the Preſdyterians. He afterwards put himſelf at the head 


of the Tory faction, and gave into the moſt ſlaviſh doctrines of the indlefeaſible 


rights of the crown, and the immenſe extent of the prerogative. Is there not 


the ſtrongeſt parity of circumſtances in our time, both from the miniſter, and 


all thoſe who have wrote under him? When has the prerogative of the crown 
been ſounded ſo loud? „%%% ᷑ RR 1 N 
When that Earl Mortimer had ſecurely, in his own imagination, eſtabliſhed 
his power, he threw off all regard to his ſovereign; and knowing that the Mhigs 
and the Hanover family would never ſuffer his tyranny, he endeavoured to ſacri- 


fice his gracious miſtreſs rather than forfeit his own power, and actually formed 

a ſcheme to repeal the A of Settlement. The death of that princeſs, the laſt 
' weak remnant of the unhappy houſe of Stuart, fruſtrated his deſigns, and pre- 
vented a laviſh Tory faction from reſtoring arbitrary power. One anecdote on 


this occaſion ought to be tranſmitted to poſterity. The legal ſucceſſor, his Maje- 


ſty's great-grand-father, was then abſent from the kingdom. No man but a_ 


Scot was enough tainted with treaſon, to offer his ſervice to proclaim the Preten- 
der, in the Engli/h capital, at noon-day on the Royal Exchange. This George Keith, 
late Earl Mariſchal, did. He was afterwards attainted of high treaſon, and during 


the two laſt reigns, to elude the juſtice of his country, he lived abroad. He at 


all times openly declared himſelf a ſubje of the Pretender, and publicly affront- 
ed the Engliſh Ambaſſador, at Paris, in the moſt mortifying manner, becauſe it was 

before an infinite number of our inveterate, inſulting enemies. The late king, 
from his great clemency, did indeed pardon him ; but this noble, loyal country- 
man of the miniſter, has in the preſent reign obtained near 12,000 J. out of the 


purchaſe money and intereſt due to the public for certain parts of his eſtate. I have 
ſtated the grant accurately; for though the public was duped by the idea which 
went forth, that it was only a grant of 3,618 J. 9 s. o d. | 


| yet, it was expreſsly 
mentioned, that hat ſum ſhould bear intereſt from Whitſunday 1721. 
T1 ſhall conclude with one very ſhort remark. On the death of Queen Anne, 


the political barometer of the ſtocks roſe : on the death of the late excellent king, 
it fell. e e 


Numb. 5 
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Ita bonum publicum, ut in pleriſque negotiis ſolet, privata gratià devictum. 
SALLUST\ 


Thus the public good, as n happens, is borne down by private intereſt. 


HE following memorial ſhall ſpeak for telt. The memorialift has been 
| long diſappointed by the board of treaſury, and inſtead of redreſs, finds 
even the ſpirit of enquiry ſo low, that he at length deſpairs of an examination in- 
to the merits of his caſe. He has therefore a right to ſtate it, firſt to the tibenty- 
one choſen ſons of virtue, and next to the public at large. The Nox TH BRI To, 
who will ever make his appeal to that reſpectable tribunal, gives him the oppor- 
tunity. What a ſhallow pretence to the leaſt reformation of abuſes, or to any 
degree of economy, the fir r/1 lord of the treaſury has, is apparent from the little at- 
1 tention paid to this memorial, Is the clear head of the chancellor of the exchequer 
4 | 5 too ſo puzzled with the public afcgunts, or the neu tax, that he cannot give 
1 | one hour to juſtice and to a genfleman, who declares himſelf highly injured ? I 
5 hoped that buſineſs would now nave been conducted in another gueſs kind of a 
[ 


manner; for I borrow his favourite mode of expreſſion. From the warm ap- 
probation which the tax on dogs had publicly from him the laſt year, I thought 

every thing had been long*apgo ſettled for this ſeſſion. He was then no leſs ſe- 

1 | rious han eager for it. If that tax is not now ſufficient, let him ſpeak out ; 

C | for, to be ſure, his views are more extended: not that he's wiſer, but he's ee | 
N Suppoſe he adds ducks, the lame ducks in the alley excepted; and I appeal to the 


clergy, if this dog-and-duck tax would not. be as good as his humane plan of ſell- 
ing all their livings, or any other of his many prafiicable ſchemes, 


As to the memorial, I ſhall only ſay; that no enquiry has been made, and that 
Mr. Pownal is ſtill continued. With reſpect to the letter mentioned in the me- 
morial, I ſhould gueſs that it was at the time ſuppreſſed from the zreaſury ; or, 
perhaps, in violation of every rule of honour; and of every right of office, with pa- 
pers of the utmoſt moment, conveyed away to a patron very ſimilar and worthy 

of him, by the moſt treacherous, baſe, ſelfiſh, mean, abject, low-lived and dirty 
fellow, that ever wriggled himſelf into a * ſecretatyſhip. 

The affair is of real moment, not only for the vindication of the characters 
of the gentlemen concerned, but for the good of the ſervice. A luxurious, pam- 
pered Engliſhman may indeed exclaim, What] oats! oats ? a paper on oats! 
Ts it from Brobdignag? Have the BRIToN and AUDITOR died for this? Like 
captain Lemuel Gulliver, fullen he turns from beth, and calls far oaTs. We North 
Britons, however, know the importance of the ſubject, and the delicacy of the 
food; for Penſioner Jolimſon, in his Dictionary, ſays very truly, OArTs, a grain 
hh in England, is generally given to horſes, but in Scotland, ſupports the people. 


£ 4 «. 2 . * — — - 
— | i EE A. et I : 2 — = — 5 ney a 
I : . SOR £ 2 — g . — 8 83 * 
_ ——— * * * — "es 2 * LT — — * = N _ 5 46 CER - 1 
— — — * — — — — 2 b. _ TS > _ A b 
—— 4 — — — 4 — 0 _— 
- « - > 2 333 
* 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's treaſury. 


The MEMORIAL 7 JOHN GUEST, late an Inſpector of his Maj eſiy's ma- 


gazines in Germany : 


22 humbly 3 


HAT in May 1761, your memorialiſt having been at Bremen, in order to 
attend his duty, as an inſpector of his Majeſty's magazines, was appoint- 
ed by colonel Peirſon, to put a ſtop, as far as in your memorialiſt lay, to the 


* Samuel! 1, Eſq; 


many 
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many and frequent abuſes there in practice, in ſending bad and damaged oats up 
the river Weſer, for the uſe of his majeſty's army. 

That your memorialiſt, having applied himſelf with zeal for his majeſty” s ſer- 
vice, and uſed his cloſeſt attention and utmoſt endeavours to correct and prevent 
the aforeſaid pernicious abuſes, was ſo fortunate as in a great meaſure to put a 
| ſtop to the ſame; which gave umbrage to ſeveral perſons there, who had views 
and intereſts in ſuch practices, very remote and different from thoſe of your me- 


morialiſt: and your memorialiſt's conduct therein was fo clear and manifeſt, 


and the ſervices which he rendered were ſuch, that the ſaid colonel Peirſon, on 


* the firſt day of July, writ a letter to your memorialiſt wherein are the words fol- 


lowing, Dix. 


I approve very much of what you have been doing, for bad oats mu? upon 


io account be ſent from thence; I ſhall write to the major to-day in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, that he does not attempt to ſend any my that is not perfectly good.” 


as by the ſaid original Eiter, in your memorialiſt's hands, ready to be produced 
to your lordſhips, may more fully appear. 

. your memorialiſt, having a few days after diſcovered, that a conſider- 
able quantity of bad and damaged oats was loaded on waggons, by private traders 
of Bremen, with a deſign to be tranſported for his majeſty's army, he ſtopped the 
| ſame, and prevented the tranſport thereof, and by that means put a ſtop, for ſome 


time, to that pernicious practice among thoſe traders, and having reported to 
. colonel Perſon his proceedings, and the ſteps he took in the diſcharge of his du- 


ty, and the truſt repoſed in him, the ſaid colonel Peirſon, by his letter, dated 
Nord Denker, the 15th of July: aforeſaid, writes to 22 memorialiſt i in the fol- 
N words, viz. _ 


«] approve very much of what you haye * in ſtopping the tranſport of 


ee bad oats to the army, It certainly i 1s comprehended within your duty, which i js 
c tg be as extenſive as poſſible, in the prevention of any bad arriving here. 


as by the ſaid original letter, of the proper hand-writing and ſignature of che 


ſaid colonel Peirſon, ready to be produced to your lordſhips, may alſo more fully 

and at large appear. 

That your memorialiſt, by a perſeverance i in his 1 in oppoling and pre- 
venting the tranſporting many quantities of bad and damaged oats, having, as 

he has juſt reafon to believe, given uneaſineſs and diſappointment to ſeveral who 

were intereſted in ſending bad oats to the army ; they found ways and means, by 


their ſiniſter and underhand contrivances, to cauſe to be removed from Bremen, 


about the x2th of September following, a lieutenant, with a command of ſome 
dragoons, who had been ſtationed there, in order to compel the ſkippers to pre- 
pare their veſſels with diſpatch to take in grain, &c. for the army, and had affiſt- 
ed your memorialiſt in the execution of his duty: and without ſuch aid your 
memorialift could not cttectually continue to put a ſtop to ſaid fraudulent pro- 
ccedings. 

That your memorialiſt, finding himſelf deprived of the ſaid aſſiſtance, and 
ſeeing the practice renewed of ſending away bad oats for the army, about the 
end of ſaid September, he made a repreſentation thereof to Michael Hatton, Eſq; 
late commiſſioner- general, then arrived at Bremen, who would not pay any regard 
thereto : and in ſome days after, your memorialiſt made a like repreſentation of 
the aforeſaid abuſes to lieutenant- colonel Potwnal, then alſo arrived at Bremen; 
who, in anſwer thereto, bid your memorialiſt go on as he had done, and added 
| theſe words, You ſhall be backed, well backed :” which gave your memo- 
rialiſt reaſon to apprehend and believe, that he ſhould have a ſufficient number 
of men aſſigned him, to prevent ſaid abuſes; but the ſaid Mr. Pownal never 
thought fit to appoint any one perſon to aſſiſt your memorialiſt, in purſuance of 


his promiſe as aforeſaid. 
K k Tha 
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That a perſon named Uckerman, who was greatly intereſted | in ſending bad 
© oats to his majeſty's army, and who has made an immenſe. tortune by ſuch com- 
merce, having, ſoon after the ſaid Mr. Pozwnal's ſaid promiſes to your memorialiſt, 
laid a conſiderable quantity of bad oats on board veſſels, with a deſign to tranſ- 
port the ſame for the army; your memorialiſt made a report thereof to the ſaid 

Mr. Pownal, who, inſtead of preventing the ſame, gave your memorialiſt, to his 
is great ſurprize, the following order and authority, in his own proper hand-wri- 
ting and ſignature, to wit : 


ce As I ſee nothing i in your report to occaſion my detaining the four veſſels 
* laden with oats, as therein ſpecified, J think you may certify, that as ey are, 
&« though not Beet, ane ſuch as ought to be Fo ras they may paſs up to the . 


Signed, T« Done Bb commiſſary of controle. 
To Mr. Gheſt, king's inſpector 


of magazines. Bremen, 


Oct. , 1761. 


as by the original i in your memorialiſt's hands, revdy to be produced to your 
lordſhips, may more fully appear. 
| That on the next day, your memorialift made a report to the ſaid Mr. Pownal, 
| of another quantity of the ſaid Uckermen's bad oats, in veſſels, ready to be tranſ- | 
ported for the army ; which report was in the words following : 
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| ce Upon inſpecting forty laſts of Mr. Ucherman's oats, in two of Harm: H 
ke ving's veſſels, I find that the greater part thereof conſiſts of various ſorts of 
e had cats; ſome red, having been burned; others grown, and the grain ex- 
* hauſted; others blue, which never were any thing but ſhell: and the whole 

< having a great deal of chaff and dirt in it. Braman, OF. 10, 1761. Signed, | 

£6 John Gheft, inſpector; and directed to lieutenant-colonel Huna, e. 


That che ſaid Uckerman, having made an 8 to the aid Mr. Pownal 
to paſs ſaid oats, the ſaid gentleman had a further examination made of the ſame 
by two grooms, in the preſence of his firſt clerk ; who finding that the ſaid oats 
were very bad, did not fail to confirm your e ſaid report. 

Tuhat notwithſtanding all this, the ſaid Mr. Pownal, very ſoon afterwards, per- 
mitted thoſe very oats to be ſent up for the army; and never after ſuffered your 
memorialiſt to inſpect any of ſaid Uckerman's ats. 

That ſaid Mr. Pownal, having left Bremen about the 23d of Novembas, 
left at the ſame time a free paſſage up the Meſer, for the tranſporting of all ſaid 

Dlerman's bad oats, without obſtacle ; which ſaid bad oats had been rejected by 

your memorialiſt: and alſo, great quantities of the like bad and reer, ont, 
that had been provided for the army by one Mamberg, and were not fit for uſe; 
(which the ſaid Mr. Pownal well knew, by a report made to him thereof, by perſons 

employed by him to examine the ſame in the preſence of a public notary, a copy 
of which ſaid report is in the hands of your memorialiſt, ready to be produced to 
your lordſhips) and likewiſe many ſhip-loads of the like, which afterwards came 
up the river. So that your memorialiſt has had the motifcation to. ſee his ef- 
forts for his majeſty” s ſervice rendered abortive; and his good ſervices and en- 
deavours for the public good have been ſince recompenſed by the ſaid Mr. Pow- 
nal, upon his return from England into Germany, with a paper, containing a diſ- 
miſſion i in writing from his majeſty's ſervice, in the words following, viz. 


| Bremen, May 18, TY 
Sir, by virtue of the e and authority veſted in me, I do hereby acquaint 
« you; that J have no further occaſion for your ſervices, as an inſpector, and 
ee that 
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& that your pay ceaſes from this day, of which you will hereafter take notice. 
<« I am, Sir, your obedient ſervant,” 
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e T. Pownal, director of the office of controle. 7, Ty | | 


To Mr. Gheſt, at Bremen, | e lt 


That your memorialiſt moſt humbly hopes, and fully W bene that his 1 
conduct and endeavours in his majeſty's ſervice, will appear fair and unblemiſh- 
ed; and that the ſaid diſmiſſion is without wy foundation of any 3 or co- 

Jour of any crime againſt him. 

And here your memorialiſt, with the oreateſt ſubmiſſion, begs leave to a7. | 5 

that he has undoubted reaſon to believe, that his ſaid diſmiſſion has been owing 3 
to a letter written by him on the 28th of November, 1761, to Samuel Martin, | | i 
Eſq; wherein your memorialiſt gave intimation of the miſconduct of the ſaid Mr. il 

Poawnal; and to no other real cauſe : and that your memorialiſt is the more per- | 4 

ſuaded thereof, from a declaration made by the faid Mr. Pownal, in a public N | 

company, on the very evening when firſt he declared his diſmiſfion to your me- 72 
morialiſt; expreſſing, that your memorialiſt had writ ſomething to this right ho- 1 
nourable board, which might have done him much harm; as your memorialiſt 

Was well informed by a zentleman of veracity then vreſent : a procedure that 
will never eſcape the juſt and equitable obſervations of your lordſhips. 

That your memorialiſt, from the motive of a zealous regard for the good of 
the public, left Bremen with his family, at a great e in order to lay che 
aforeſaid faQts before your lordſhips. | 
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All which he moſt humbly ſubmits is your durchge- 
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Carpent tua poma nepotes. 3 


Poſterity ſhall pluck thy fruits. 


— . . r 
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FT SHALL not this week touch a ſingle drop of Sir Francis * Daſſuood's cyder. 

I will leave it all till he has gauged the hog/head, and has found how many 
gallons it contains. When he has learnt a little of his leſſon, I may perhaps 
condeſcend to argue on the new taxes, wine and cyder, with the chancellor of the 

exchequer, who by the confeſſion of his own board, as well as of the reſt of man- 
kind, now ſtands forth the moſt confuſed, moſt ncarabls, and moſt ignorant of 
all, who ever accepted the ſeals of that high office, I ſhall perhaps too expoſtu- 
late with him, how very unkind and ungrateful he is to his two old friends, the 
grape and apple: but they have already been amply revenged on him. Rode, 
caper, vitem, tamen, &c. A diſgrace ſeems to be intailed on theſe unſocial at- 
tacks, and all the genial powers conſpire to fruſtrate them. Eloquence and wit 
take the alarm, fearful of loſing the advantages of an old amiable union with ſuch 
friends. Mit points its keeneſt arrows, and the noble tide of eloquence bears down 
the poor creature who made the feeble attack. He remains a little while an * 
of pity, and is then conſigned over to eternal oblivion +. 
At preſent I ſhall quit "this comic ſcene to do juſtice to a very ingenious cor- i 
reſpondent, who has ſent me the following letter : — 
See Vanbrugh's Journey to London. : 
+ In the follewing menth Sir Frarcis Daſhawozd reſigned the Seals, 6 


10 


— 
— — 2 


— — — — — 
dy | nn Larne, OY CIR — 5 
oy r «en ů — 
: 2 — = 


— —— 1 —— 
— — E 2 - 


„ — — — — — — — 
* „ e — 3 =_ = — 
| — — = == =y - l \ 
5 Q or oh z * 3 — — - — _ 
- 4 ek TAY — = _ — — — 
* — 1 - # T3, + ay a © 2 N 
— 2 3 2 . e Md 2 - - — 
1 2 we — - = 
» © - x _ 
Le Re a 


— 
32 5 
— _ 


* 


; THE-NOR DH-BRETON.: © N ett. 


TO THE NORTH BRITON. 
8 1 R. 


1 WAS ſurpriſed the other day with a viſit from an old acquaintance, whom 
I had not ſeen fince the year forty-five. He had been outlawed on account 
of his engagements in the laſt rebellion, and was juſt returned from abroad, where 


he had remaihed ever ſince that memorable æra. He was a true Barren and a 
. zealous lover of his countrymen. He had lately ſent for his youngeſt ſon from 
the Highlands of Scotland, to receive national preferment under a truly BRITIis n 


adminiſtration, I could not help enjoying the ſatisfaction of mind, which ap- 
peared in my old friend's countenance, on having now ſettled all his family to 


his utmoſt wiſhes ; for he told me that this young gentleman was aſſured of par- 


ticular favour and advancement under the preſent government, I would ſay ad- 


' miniſtration ; and the five patriot heroes, his brothers, were urengy provided for 


in the ſervice of him, whom we call the PRETENDER. 


As the boy, who appeared to be about eighteen, was but a raw chield, and 
ſeemed entirely ignorant of every thing on this ſide the Tweed, I thought I could 


not ſpend the day better, in reſpect to his amuſement, as well as my own, than 


by attending young maiſter Macdonald, in the quality of Ciceroni, to ſhew him 


the ſights about this great metropolis. This ſcheme tallied exactly with my | 


friend's buſineſs, who was obliged to wait on his patron at a certain hour, in 


order to return him thanks for his ſon's near promotion, and at the ſame time 


to ſolicit his Lordſhip for a vacant place in the Treaſury for his brother, ore in 
the Poſt-office for his nephew, or in the Exchequer for his couſin, or in. the 
Cuſtom-houſe for his couſin's couſin, or any where for any of his countrymen, 
All which, his Inoton attachment to his patron, his loyalty to his king, and 
love to his country, gave him ſufficient reaſon to expect from a miniſter who 


makes it his pride, as it is his declaration, to encourage merit wherever he finds 


it except in a //hig. On this account he very readily left him to my care, 
and agreed to meet us at his return among the tombs in Mſiminſter-Abbey; for 
after our City tour, and viſiting the two houſes of parliament, Meſiminſter-Hall, 


and Maſiminſter-Bridge, that was ſettled to be our laſt Rage, and the rendezvous 


for the day. The young gentleman was much delighted with the curioſities of 


the Tower, He ſeemed very little to regard the fice-arms, but expatiated largely 
on the terror of the broad-ſword, and on the ſure, dark, death- dealing dirꝶ. He 


took particular notice that all the foreign wild beaſts were confined in their dens, 


while the foreign, tame Lord- Mayor was permitted to walk at large in his chains. 


At our return to Męſiminſter-Abbey, in looking over that Mauſoleum of great 
men, great ſcoundrels, great ſcholats, and great fools, my young companion 
teſtified much ſurpriſe at the enormous wigs of the laſt age, in Parian buckle, 


—_— pagan divinities of the preſent d-la-mode. His curioſity, I muſt own, 


perplexed me, by deſiring ſome rational and hiſtorical account of thoſe piles of 
marble, erected to the memory of great generals who were never heard of, or 
ought for ever to be forgot, and illuſtrious ſtateſmen, who had no other chance 
to be remembered at all. He ſeemed in ſecond fight, already to behold new and 
ſuperb monuments erected to his valiant countrymen ; and he dwelt much on 
the magnificent labour of a future age, to the great American hero, the earl of 
Lovpon. He raved too of epitaphs, and the ſcrupulous attachment to truth, 

which is ever kept up in them. In the heat of his enthuſiaſm, he gave capacity 
and virtue to an earl of BUTE ; and, what is remarkable, one Engliſhman had 
his praiſes; for he gave an elegant form, a liberal diſpoſition, and a ſoul capable 
of the niceſt honour, and trueſt friendſhip to the earl of Po-WIs. 

But when we were got within the iron gates, the office of Ciceroni was taken 
off my hands, by a fellow, who, upon the regular demand and payment of a 
three-penny fee, preceded us to the firſt chapel, flirting about a ſwitch with a 
careleſs familiar air of conſequence, and humming a PHP hymn, to the tune of 
Nancy Dawſon. The extreme volubility of our guide's tongue, which ran over 
the methodical account of the conſecrated dead, with equal emphaſis, whether 

they 


No. XLI. THE NORTH BRTT ON. 137 
they bled by the point of a ſword, or the prick of a needle, gave us, indeed,: 


little leiſure to dwell upon any ſingle object; but left my companion” s mind in 
a confuſed ſtate of general admiration, till we were conducted into EDpWARD the 
Confeſſor's chapel. While the reſt of the company, for we had licked up ſeverab 
more in our paſſage, beſides my old friend, who had: by this time rejoined us, 
were taken up in contemplating the waxen image of the duke of Buck IN GHAMu, 
and examining the elegance of his glaſs ſhoe-buckles, my young Scetſinan care- 


leſsly flung himſelf into one of the old chairs, which were placed like uſeleſs 


lumber at the fide of this deadly repreſentation of life. According to the cu/to- 
mary extortion of the place, our conductor elaimed a forfeit, which you may be 
ſure maiſter Macdonald was not ſo untutored in economy as to comply with. But 
when the hiſtorian, with an air of authority informed us: This is the chair 
in which his majeſty was crowned. Underneath it is the ſtone ſuppoſed to be 
Jacob's pillar; it was brought from Scone in Scotland. They were both, uſed at 
the ceremony of the coronation of the kings of Scotland, and brought into Eng- 


land on the conqueſt of that kingdom by Edward the Firſt,” Theſe words were 


hardly out of his mouth, when J perceived my young gentleman's eyes gliſten- 


ing with uncommon tranſport, and rolling about from the ſtone to his father, 


from his father to the ſtone, till at length unable to contain himſelf any longer, 
the prophetic inſpiration came upon him, and he repeated, like the Sibyls of 
old, with equal rapture, 8 in full as good verſe, this memorable couplet: 


Nj fallat fatum, Scorr, guocunque 3 
Invenient lapidem, regnare tenentur ibidem. 


“ Or fate's asche, and heaven decrees in vain, 


„ Or where they find this ſtone, the ScorTs ſhall reign.” CAMDEN. 


Oot, oot, mon, cries his father, clapping me on the back with great earneſt- 


neſs, and looking his ſon full in the face, let the falſe Nox rxH Briton and his 
advocates burſt their weams, here is a prophecy for us, better than faifty PRo- 
PHECIES OF FAMINE. Yon ſtene there is more precious than the philoſopher's, 
and Archimede's eureka is a folly to't. Ken ye weel, boy, that ye have fat upon. 


the ſeat, which has hald the pureſt blood of aw Scotland? And if the family 


which make ſuch illuſtrious figures in the Scottiſh annals, and cauſed. ſuch won- 
derfubreyolutions i in this OUR kingdom, .are not at preſent. in me chair, we can. 


aw tell wha is naxt to it.“ 


I was ſurpriſed at this ſudden exultation of my friend, nor could poſſibly frame 
tom mind whence he could dra ſuch ſtrange and wonderful concluſionsb on. 
examining a rough, hard ſtone, which ſeemed in my eyes nothing more than a 
typical repreſentation of the country which it came from. It ſeemed to me to 


indicate as ſtrongly the nature of the country, that it was Petra et præterea nihil, 
as the ſingle bunch of grapes, which was forced to be b by two men, de- 


noted the "fertility of the land. of. Canaan. 


This extraordinary alteration of behaviour, both of the old and young gen⸗ 
tleman, much ſurpriſed me. The completion of this glorious prophecy had ſo 


intoxicated their underſtandings, that they could not. behave: commonly civil. 
Upon my remonſtrating, with proper ſubmiſſion, that this prophecy. could by no 
means extend to England, eſpecially as we had now a ſovereign, whom we Eng- 
liſh gloried in, as being our countryman, . and whom we ſhould neither be ſo. 
complaiſant or traiterous ever to ſell or to give up for all the Stuarts in the world, 


my loyal friend, with great eagerneſs, and thorough Scottiſh good- breeding, in- 


terrupted me haſtily, by telling me, with a ſupercilious air of authority, Sir, 

we have as geud a right to this country as yourſels; and. let me tell you, Sir, 
there is nae ſuch thing as an Exgliſiman, and I hope ſhor tly the very name will 
be annihilated.” Convinced of the ſincerity of his wiſhes, but unwilling to be. 
perſuaded out of my birth-right, or bullied out of my ſenſes, I left thier at 
coming out of the iron-gates, to the contemplation of their riſing greatneſs, and” 
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the new modelling of their new kingdom, by beautifully tempering thoſe two- 
happy peculiarities, Scottiſh elegance, and Scottiſh economy. 

When I had got home, and began to reflect upon our expedition, though 1 
muſt confeſs I was ſomewhat ruffled by the unexpected inſolence of my two 
companions, I was more heartily vexed, that what I had at firſt conceived to be 
impoſſible, upon recollection, appeared more than probable, There had indeed 


been ſome pains taken, in the glorious reign of that pacific monarch, James 


the Firſt, to eſtabliſh their rigit, founded upon this ſtone, and warranted by 


| this prophecy; but now, under the adminiſtration of the elder branch of that 


auguſt family of the Stuarts, with ſuch conſpicuous abilities to ſupport him, in 
all thoſe meaſures ſo conducive to the welfare of his country, I think I may fairly 
wiſh them joy of their prophecy being fulfilled, more eſpecially as I find it cor- 
roborated and marked out for theſe times by another, which | is as clear and 


expreſs : 


Men ANDREW /hall a 07h James, 
And T WEED adulterate with THAMESs ; 
When Cod ſhall make the Salmon rue, 
Blue turn to yellow, green to blue; 
When John leaves Marg' ret in the lurch, 
And Prefbyterians head the church; 
IN dien cold Jamaica ſends for * Pear 
From FLORIDA to roaſt her meat; 
When Reformation turns a Air, 
And atts as RIOT us'd to do; 
NM hien ENGLAND's leſt, and BRITAIN wins, 
When Uxiox's firm, and STRIFE begins . 
When STuarT's claims are all o 'erthrown, 
And STUART reigns without a crown ; 
Then triumph, $coTLAND, thou haſt! won; 
ExCLAND look to't—the charm' s begun, 
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Utinam iftuc verbum ex animo ac vert diceres. TER. 


I wiſh you had uſed this word truly, and from * ſoul. 


HERE i is r one favourite, miniſterial word in high v vogue. The 
miniſter himſelf. firſt broaches it, and afterwards the whole herd of his 


| dependents is ordered to echo it through the nation. During the adminiſtration 


of Mr. Pelham, the faſhionable word was candour. He frequently made uſe of 
it, and he really loved the thing more than the word. His whole public con- 
duct gave the moſt convincing proofs of his candour. The tant word of the pre- 
ſent miniſtry is Oxconomy, There is not a poor, inſignificant Engh/h Tory, 
or Scottiſh, Facobite clerk, who has been three days in the cſoms, or exciſe, but 
has already learnt his len, and talks inceſſantly of the new miniſter's oeconomy. 
We hear of nothing but oeconomy, though we cannot, in any one buſineſs of na- 
tional concern, diſcern the leaſt trace of it. It is become the Shibbolzth of the 
whole Scottiſh faction; for their countryman is for ever retailing the word to us, 
even when he is practiſing the moſt unbounded prodigality. The word he 


never forgets : the application of it to any public buſineſs we have never yet ex- 


perienced from him, At no period of the Engliſh hiſtory has the nation been ſo 


| ® See No, XXXV, and Note in p. 116. 
much 
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much amuſed with words, and ſo -groſly abuſed with glaring fads of extortion” 
on the people, as of late by the preſent Scottiſi miniſter, It is an old obſervation, 
that he that firſt cries out, Stop thief, is often he that has ſtolen the treaſure. 
We have heard of nothing but oeconomy, and we have ſeen nothing but profuſion. 
and extravagance... The proof ſhall ſoon follow the aſſertion ;. but I ſhall firſt 
ſtate a late very extraordinary occurrence, 
By the Votes of the Houſe of Commons, we find, that on the ſeventh of March 
an addreſs was voted to his Majeſty, though not without oppoſition, that he 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to employ in the army ſuch perſons, as now are, or ſhall be, Jt 
upon half-pay, who are qualified to ſerve his Majeſty. This ſurely was ſo plain and | 
ſelf-evident an inſtance of oeconomy to the public, as well as juſtice to the officer, mm 
that ſuch an addreſs muſt in its very nature be trifling, or muſt mean a direct 
inſult on the miniſter.. I think, indeed, that he ſhewed the ſuſpicion which that 
honourable houſe entertained with regard to his real intention to carry any ſcheme 
of oeconamy into execution. The houſe knew their gracious ſovereign had the 
wiſe regulations of a juſt oeconomy at heart: but they ſeemed greatly to have diſ- 
truſted the miniſter, and therefore proceeded in a true conſtitutional manner, by 4 
recommending the meaſure in a dutiful and humble addreſs to the crown. I — 
only argue from the Votes, which I ſuppoſe are printed, that the public may | 
fairly reaſon on all parliamentary proceedings, of ſuch a kind as to be judged fit ql 
to be ſubmitted to the opinion of mankind, At the opening of the ſeſſion, in 1 
a moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne, his Majeſty ſtrenuouſly adviſed his par- | | 
liament to lay the foundation of that OEconomy, which we owe to ourſelves and „ 
to our poſterity, and which can alone relieve this nation from the heavy burthens brought it 
upon it by the neceſſities of this long and expenſive war. In the anſwer likewiſe to M4 
this addreſs, his Majeſty is graciouſly pleaſed to declare, „It was always my | 4 
intention to ſhew my regard to the merit of my half-pay officers, as well as my þ 
attention to the leſſening of the public expence, by taking every proper opportu- Ni 
nity of employing ſuch of them as are qualified for ſervice.” It is therefore | k 
clear that our moſt excellent ſovereign had always at heart this ſcheme of economy, 
and that the miniſter was believed by parliament to be averſe to it. This unravels 
the myſtery of this addreſs, and proves that it not only became the wiſdom of 
_ parliament, but was peculiarly adapted to the critical circumſtances of the times, . 
The conduct of the miniſter has ſhewn the juſtice of this opinion. The firſt 3 
principles of national oeconomy have been difregarded: for every regiment has | j! 
been completed as to its complement of officers, even a few days only before it | | Wil 
has been broke, and chiefly by. Scotſmen. This has moſt infamouſly ſwelled the - 0 
half-pay lift, and put the nation to an enormous expence, without a pretence of | I! 
the leaſt ſervice to the public. I beg to know how many weeks Mr. Gilbert 1 
Elliot's ſon has had a captain's commiſſion, and if he is yet ten years old? The | 
lift of the army has been entirely printed off; but was ordered to be ſuppreſſed, 
and the new * ſecretary. at war, the jackall of the paymaſter, bought the whole im- i 
preſſion 1. This has kept from the eye of the public this AH ſcene, as : if 


well as the names of ſeveral Scots, who diſtinguiſhed themſelves under the ban- 
ners of rebellion in 1745, and have been promoted ſince the adminiſtration of 
their countryman. Their names, however, ſhall in due time be given to the public, 0 
and their loyal deeds faithfully recorded. By ſuch methods has the half-pay liſt 4 


grown to its preſent enormous {ize, and ſo deep a wound been given to the public, | | 
| . 

even in Oeconomy, - | | 
<« Let us now conſider another ſtriking inſtance oſ the total diſregard of oeco- ik 


© nomy I mean the preſent loan of 3,500,000/. The terms of the new ſub-- | "I 
ſcription have been ſo injurious to the public, but ſo beneficial to the ſub-. ij 
( ſeribers, that is, to the creatures of the miniſter, that there was immediately ſt 
an advance of ſeven per cent. and in a very few days of above eleven per cent. 

6 I ſhall, however, only ſtate it at the even round ſum of ten per cent, that I. ' 


* Welbere Ellis, Eſquire, | Wl 


+. A Lift of the Army was after this publiſhed, | Sno al. - 
| 5 CC. may 


umg. 
— 5 > x 
— 2.2 


— thi. hs * 
7s {ON ag 


— — 
— LIES Pn 


— — 
— — — — — - * 
3 ˙¹ůuw I —˖˖ 
2 \ — 


— 


- 
* — — _ 
— . . — — 
8 WO. out or oe 
PR en — N 


= 
H . 
—  ———— * 
Sg N 
wy KR — — 
K 
0 


— * - — — 
n — — * * 


\ 
F 


— 


—_ es 


OW wt, e 
5 


e 
— 


25 — — —ẽẽ —— .aàĩ——— — 
Wi c TRAINS = N 


—— — — 


—— — 


— — Cee 


140 HE NORTH BRITON: No. XLIE 


« may not puzzle the chancellor of the Exchequer. The whole lone amounted to 


_ «. 3,500,000/. conſequently, in the period of a very few days, the miniſter gave 


40 among his creatures, and the tools of his power, , 350,000 J. which was levied 
« on the public: the moſt enormous ſum ever divided in fo ſhort a time among 
4 any ſet of men. A few of their names I will mention, to ſhew in what eſti- 
« mation they are held by the public: Meſſieurs ToucyeT, GLOVER, Caſt *, 


: 
Extract from an Affidavit, examined by the Office copy. : 
— Arp this deponent Peregrine Cuſt for himſelf ſaith that he hath particularly attended to and conſi- 
dered the following paragraph or parts of the ſaid annexed paper, A, called the North Briton beginning at 
the 28th line of the third page thereof (folio 249) and from thence to the word Friends, in the fourth 
line of the following page (fo. 250) and which is or are expreſſed in the words and figures or to the effect 
following that is to ſay Let us now-. conſider, &c. &c. [as above, within the inverted commas] And 
this deponent further ſaith that he hath alſo read over and conſidered the ſimilar paragraphs, or parts of the 
ſaid reprinted copy of the ſaid paper called the North Briton as the ſame appeared to be expreſſed in the ſaid 
reprinted copy-of the ſame in the ſaid annexed book called the Political Controverſy as the ſame are therein 
ſet forth beginning at the twelfth line of the page or folio in the ſaid book marked 377 at the like words 
Let us now conſider” and ending at the word“ friends“ in the ſixth line of the page following or folis 
marked 378 of the ſame book. And this deponent faith that he doth apprehend and think himſelf prejudiced 
and injured in his character and credit in his buſineſs as a merchant of the city of London by the aſperſions 
and infinuations reſpectively contained in the ſaid ſeveral parts or paragraphs beforementioned and ſpecified of 
the ſaid paper called the North Briton and the reprinted copy thereof in the ſaid book called the Political 


| Controverſy ſo far as the ſame do reſpectively mention, and relate to the perſon in the-ſaid paper and reprinted. 


copy reſpectively mentioned by the name of Cuſt and that the ſaid papers reſpectively do contain. in the opi- 
nion and belief of this deponent very groſs defamatory and malevolent as well as falſe and unjuſt inſinuations 
and aſperſions on the honour character and reputation of this deponent and this deponent ſaith he is the more 
fully convinced that this deponent was and is the perſon meant. and intended by the name of Cuſt inſerted in 
the ſaid ſeveral papers before mentioned called the North Briton and the ſaid reprinted copy thereof ſor that 
in or about the months of Auguſt and September laſt it being generally underſtood that a loan of money would 
be wanted for the fervice of the public and fupport of his Majeſty's government in the ſucceeding year wer - 
and it being then-uncertain what ſum would be wanting (on account of the uncertainty at that time whether 
the war would continue or not) and it being alſo apprehended that a much larger loan would. be wanted by. 
the government than afterwards was found neceſſary and it being ſuppoſed that eight millions at leaſt would 
be wanted for the ſaid ſervice and this depenent being deſirous of contributing ſo far as he could to the ſervice 
of the public by procuring among his friends and acquaintance part of the money which might be wanted ſor 


the ſaid loan for the ſervice of the government whether there ſhould be a.continuation of the war or not this. 


deponent therefore declared to and gave out among his acquaintance that he intended to offer a lift of ſubſ rip- 
tions to the lords commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury on account of the ſaid loan to the amount of one 
million or thereabouts and thereupon this deponent received from many perſons as well thoſe of his acquain- 
tance as many others, who this deponent knew only by reputation and character as reſponſible perſons letters 
offering the ſums which they were reſpectively willing to ſubſcribe and which they deſired to be included in 
this deponent's lift and this deponent did accordingly inſert in his ſaid liſt indiſcriminately the names of all the. 
perſons who ſo deſired to become ſubſcribers in this deponent's ſaid lift (they being all perſons who in this de- 
ponent's judgment were able and reſponſible perſons) and the reſpective ſums which they ſeverally deſired 

to have inſerted and were deſirous of ſubſcribing were accordingly. inſerted in their reſpective names in the- 
ſaid liſt and no perſon who deſired to have any part of the ſaid ſubſcription was omitted or left out of this de- 
ponent's ſaid liſt in regard this deponent looked on the ſaid loan in the nature of a public ſubſcription and 
as what was likely to be a real ſervice and benefit to the public and this deponent faith that in or about the 


month of January laſt and long before the terms of the ſaid loan were known and before it could be poſſibly - 
known whether the terms thereof would prove advantageous to the ſubſcribers or not this deponent delivered Y 
in his ſaid liſt for the conſideration of the lords commiſſioners of the treaſury and that in the ſaid liſt fo deli- 
vered in amounting to one million and twenty-four thouſand pounds or thereabouts were included the names 


of all and every perſon who had wrote to this deponent defiring to be included in this deponent's liſt with the 
ſums by them deſired to be ſubſcribed whether they were of this deponent's acquaintance or ſtrangers (as 
many of them in fact were to this deponent, except by character as to their abilities) in order to their being 
eventually admitted as ſharers of the ſaid loan. And this deponent faith that above four-fifths. of the ſum. 
of two hundred thouſand pounds being the ſum allowed to this deponent on account of the ſaid liſt ſo deli- 

vered in and offered to be ſubſcribed by this deponent as aforefaid was divided among the ſeveral perſons who 
had made ſuch applications to this deponent as aforeſaid and in which. this deponent had no intereſt, or ſhare 


or profit whatſoever and that there was not any one perſon who had wrote to this deponent to be in this de- 


ponent's lift who had leſs than one fifth of the ſum which he ſo wrote. for except only one perſon who had 
wrote to ſubſcribe twelve thouſand pounds and had two thouſand pounds only of the loan to make it an even 
ſum and this deponent faith that the aſſertions contained in the ſaid two printed papers herein before-men- 
tioned and deſcribed that is to-ſay in the ſaid paper called the North Briton that a ſum of three hundred and 
fifty thouſand pounds and in the ſaid book called the Political Controverſy that the ſum of fifty thouſand, 
pounds was given in ſuch manner as in the ſaid papers mentioned which was levied upon the public, is ac- 
cording to this deponent's judgment and beſt of his belief a falſe and unjuſt miſrepreſentation inaſmuch as it 
was in this deponent's opinion and judgment uncertain at the time of this deponent's delivering in his ſaid 
liſt as aforeſaid whether the agreement for the public loan would or would not be attended with benefit to the 
ſubſcribers and there was not in this deponent's judgment any probability that the ſubſcribers to the ſame 
would derive any large conſiderable or unreaſonable benefit from it nor was the agreement itſelf in this depo- 
nent's opinion unfair or inequitable or inadequate to the riſk run. 
„(brother. 
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25 (brother to the able and impartial ſpeaker) Amyand, Maygens, Salvador, Cole- 
« broke, Thornton, and Muilman, had each 200,000. of the new ſubſcription, 
<« and of courſe almoſt immediately cleared 20,0007. each, which they have, or 
e have not, ſhared among their friends.“ In this inſtance, however, I dare ſay, 

the public will experience no /oppage of payment : ſuch bargains are more likely 
to bring a nation, than the proprietors themſelves, to bantruptey. In a lucrative 
miniſterial job of any kind, it was impoſſible the name of Mr. Fox could be ad- 
mitted. He had 100, ooo. that is, 10,000/. clear profit. What the jacka!! 
had, I know not ; but Mr. Calcraft, net in Mr. Fox's name, had upwards of 
70,0001. that is, a gift of 7, ooo. Mr. Drummond, a ſcattiſi banker, to whom 
his countrymen, while his ſhop continued open, had ſuch obligations i in 1745, 
was gratified with 72, Oo0 J. or, in other words, had 7, 200 l. given him. I hope 
that this douceur is really meant for Mr. Drummond, and not for the miniſter's 
poor, diſtreſſed couſin, and nameſake, at Rome, The governor of the bank, 


Robert Marſh, Eſq; had 150,000/7. to keep the gentlemen there in good hu- 


mour; and, to preſerve his own good humour, 50,0001. Lewis Way, Eſq; 
ſub-governor of the South-Sea, had the ſame ſum, for the ſame purpoſe. Such 
douceurs were given to ſuch perſons, when gentlemen of the firſt monied pro- 
perty in the kingdom, who had ſubſcribed the largeſt ſums in all the exigencies 


of government, during the two laſt wars, and who were of known affection to 


the Brunſwic line, were refuſed any ſhare. The reaſon given to ſeveral, was, 
you are no friends of the miniſtier. The miniſter has declared that he had actually 


a tender of above ſeventeen millions only from the city. The public will judge 


from this how impoſſible it was to carry on the war even another year. 


This enormous ſum of 350,000/7. ought to have been ſaved to the public. It 
undoubtedly might have been, if a fair bargain had been made by honeſt and 


intelligent ſtewards of the public, free from any diſpoſition, or at leaſt any 


reſolution, to 3uy friends in ſo ſhameful a way with the nation's money. The 


ſum is very near one ſhilling in the pound of the land-tax, which the zealous, 
fond, believing, obſequious, confiding, ſupporting, acquieſcing, bearing and forbear- 
ing country gentlemen ought, among their ſtipulations with the miniſter, to 
have ſaved the nation. The public would then have had one obligation to 
their miniſterial zeal, and ſome amends made for their ſcandalous proſtitution. 
Had there been the leaſt attention to economy, we fee this ſaving might have 
been made. If the ſhilling in the pound had not been taken off the land, the 
odious tax on cyder, in its preſent oppreſſive mode, would have been totally 
unneceſſary: but the exciſe laws ſeem to be the favourite laws of the new mini- 
ſter; and * his chancellor of the exchequer declared with a perſpicuity, of which 


only that one head was capable, that he was not for an EXTENSION of the exciſe 


laws, but for an ENLARGEMENT of them. If there can be any meaning couched 
in ſuch barbariſm, it ſhould ſeem that the hydra of excife is now to reach, 
| where its cruel fangs never did before. After the monſter of exciſe had been ſo 
long kept tame, this chancellor of the exchequer, I ſhould imagine, is ordered to 
enlarge his claws, and then another is to come to extend his accurſed dominion 

through the land. Vet (not to deviate from his happy patavinty) ali the whole 
total is any thing for peace and quietneſs ſake ; and at this time we muſt be content 
to take the thing rough as it runs. 

I defire likewiſe to ſtate the caſe of the lotteries, and of the roſs impoſitions 
on the public by that part of the late bargain. Lotteries have always been ob- 
jected to as promoting the ſpirit of gaming, ſo peculiarly pernicious to a com- 
mercial country. The neceſſities of government, during the two late wars, 

forced this meaſure: I mean of a lottery; but this year, the year of peace, we 


are to have zwo lotteries. To make this ſcheme as chargeable as poſſible to the 


public, and creative of more jobs, as well as longer to keep up the ſpirit of 
gaming, the zo lotteries are to be drawn at wo different times of the year. A 
miniſter who had really any love of &congmy, would have made the tickets 


* Sir Francis Daſhwood, Bart, 
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duplicates of each other, and have ſaved one half of the expence to the public. 
The earl of Burk chuſes to parade about œconomy, at the very time he is 

practiſing the moſt unjuſtifiable profuſion, In former years, the intereſt on the 

lottery annuities commenced a year after the bringing in the ſcheme, and was 
only three per cent, In this frugal ſcotts/h mini it commences almoſt 
with the firſt payment, and is Four per cent. I muſt obſerve how very unne- 

* ceſlarily, and even wantonly, this was done; for experience convinces us how 

little attention is paid by 9 of lottery tickets, to the rate of intereſt 

accruing on them. | 
The creditors of the public for navy, tranſport, victualling, and ordnance 
ſervices, have at leaſt as much-merit with the nation, (whom they truſted 
without the ſecurity of a fund, in dangerous times) and as ſtri a right to 
juſtice, as the new creditors of this loan advanced in days of peace. To the 
former the miniſter has thought it juſt to give a bare four Per cent. redeemable at 
pleaſure, to commence from next Lady- day. To the meritorious ſublcribers to 
the loan, intereſt commences upon the whole from the firſt payment, together 
with two lottery tickets for every 100/. which are now ſelling at the advanced 
price of gl. clear gain. I wiſh to know by what ſcale of equity the merits of 

. theſe two ſets of the public creditors have been weighed. Is it in the ſame 
ſcottiſh balance, by which evacuation only was to be the lot of one ally, and 
reflitution of all the reſt ? How. exactly Nn to our foreign honour is our 
domeſtic juſtice! 

An open ſubſcription has ever been deemed the faireſt and mot eeconomical 

1 of borrowing money for the public. In times of war, and public 

diſtreſs, government, "for greater ſecurity, has been obliged to have recourſe to 

. the other more confined mode, though ſubject to partiality and. influence. In 
theſe days of peace and affluence, 1s there a man who doubts that an open ſub- 

» - ſeription would have been filled as ſoon as made public, even with an overflow- 
ing of millions? But in this caſe, the hungry harpies of the miniſter had not 
. feaſted on the vitals of their country, _ 

In former ſubſcriptions, even during a war, and. a certainty of it's conti- 
- nuance, an Engliſh firſt commiſſioner of the treaſury has always thought about 
one per cent. a ſufficient profit, when ſo large a ſum as twelve millions has been 

« Taiſed on the public. His friends always reſted ſatisfied with that expectation. 

Under the ſeotſman, a ſet of hungry, avaricious, rapacious dependants have, 

with the certainty of a peace, and the ſum. of three millions. and a half ozly-to 

be raiſed, made above eleven per cent. of the public, I ſpeak of thoſe who 

5 have already ſold other things, beſides their ſubſcriptions. _ 

For the future, whenever I hear of ſcott:/h economy, I ſhall conclude, that i 1n 

private and houſhold concerns it means forardneſs ; H In W matters, prafuſon, 

corruption, and extravagance. 
In this manner is the nation inſulted by the falſeſt ere to economy, and 
her wealth ſquandered among the tools of an inſolent, all- graſping miniſter, 


| Gracious and beſt of princes, kuoweſl thou this / 
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Vectigal eſſe impoſitum frufibus naſtris dicitur et hecuniaim permagnam ratione 
iſtà CoGI potuiſſe confiteor et invidiam. CIcERO. 


A duty is impoſed upon our. very apples, and I confeſs that great ſums of money 


may be raiſed by the tax, as well as rene murmurings. 


| 1 AM not ſurprized at the general.alarm, which has ſpread not only.through 
1 the capital, but likewiſe through the whole kingdom, from a well-grounded 
terror of the fatal conſequences ſo juſtly to be apprehended from the new tax on 


. cyder. This odtous and partial tax is likewiſe to be enforced in the moſt odious 


and partial manner poſſible, by an extenſion of the laws of exciſe, The very 
word is hateful to an Engliſi ear, and the new doctrines introduced by that moſt 
grievous ſyſtem of laws have, in a good-meaſure, repealed the moſt favourite 
law of our conſtitution, which has ever been conſidered as the birthright of an 
Engliſhman, and the ſacred palladium of liberty; ; I mean the trial by Joxy. In 
every caſe of property, where the exciſe is intereſted, the deciſion is not by a 


Jury, where the party has a right to object to any one or more of twelve partial 


or prejudiced men, but in one or two juſtices, or commiſſioners, who may have 
private, ſelfiſn views, and from whom generally there is no appeal. By the 
mode of the tax on cyder, not only profeſſed dealers in that commodity, but 


many new orders of men become ſubject to the laws of exciſe, and an inſolent 


exciſeman, under the influence, perhaps by the order, of an inſolent miniſter, 
may force his way into the houſe of any private gentleman, or farmer or free- 


holder, who has been guilty of voting contrary to a miniſterial mandate, and of | 


obliging a friend with part of the growth of his own orchard, Even for what is 
uſed in his own family, a poll-tax of five ſhillings per head is to be paid, by all 
; perſons of the family under vine years of age. 1 am glad the limitation is con- 


. fined, by this merciful and forbearing miniſtry, to that tender age, becauſe 1 


think maſter (I beg his pardon, captain) Elliot, at ten years of age, with ſuch a 
' commiſſion i in his pocket, ought to pay himſelf, or, at leaſt, be paid for by his 
papa, (I beg pardon again, 1 mean his father) Mr. Gilbert Elliot, out of the 


. half-pay, which HE receives, in theſe days of economy, for the eminent ſervices 


performed to the public by the Little maſter. I am ſatisfied even that proud Scot, 
who has here learnt to talk ſuch very courtly language *, would not utter one 


word againſt the afual payment of a fair ſhare of ſuch a tax, impoſed by the 


advice and influence of his countryman, chiefly on a few rich Engliſh counties. 
I am ſure he ought to reſt ſatisfied with his good fortune, for he has the treaſury 
F the chamber in England, which 1s a preſent income of near 3,000/. per annum, 
and reverſion of a moſt uſeleſs office, keeper of the ſignet in Scotland, a place for 
life, of 1, 700l. per annum, for himſelf, and his deputy (I ſuppoſe the ſaid 
infant captain ) 1 receives 300l. per annum more, I do not mean ſcottiſn, but engliſh 


pounds. 
'The die of the tax on cydler has been no leſs blamed than the odious 


mode of collecting it; but the moſt cogent objection with the diſintereſted part 
. of mankind goes ſtil] 1 for the enormous profit made by the ſubſcribers 
to the new loan proves, that the tax was ſo far unneceſſary. The proprietors, 
-who have been gratihed with it, exult... at ſo immenſe and ſo ſecure a plunder 


| * This alludes to a favourite expreſſion of Mr, Gilbert Elliot? 5 in a great adſembly. 
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of the nation, while the candid and unbiafled part of mankind ſtand aſtoniſhed 
at the effrontery of the miniſter through this whole tranſaction. The bargain 
is the moſt ſcandalous ever made for the public. It has been attempted to be 
excuſed from the uncertainty of the negotiations with France, and the difficul- 
tics which aroſe between the two courts even after the preliminaries were ſigned, 

Mr. Fox himſelf fully anſwered this; for in a great aſſembly, he affirmed, that 
the bargain was made on the eighteenth of February, and that it was known 
here before that time, that the definitive treaty was actually ſigned on the tenth. 

In a very ſmall aſſembly he aſſerted, that a bargain ſtill more infamouſly injurious 
to the public, had been concluded by the miniſter on that very day, the eigh- 
teenth, and as infamouſly on his part receded from on the twentieth, and finally 


| ſettled on the preſent ſcandalous terms on the twenty-ſecond. What muſt the 


terms of the eighteenth have been, that even ſuch a miniſter was not only 
aſhamed, but afraid to keep? I am ſure, I may ſafely aſſert this little anecdote, 
as coming from Mr. Fox himſelf, and this without the leaſt ſuſpicion of new- 
invented, Newfoundland FoxGeRY. The Baſhaw has the obligation to his real 
Friend and (in Scotland phraſe) his deer, Mr. Fox, of the public detection of this 
infamous ſcene, This bargain was not laid before parliament till the ſeventh 
of March. It would have been very extraordinary in any other board of treaſury 
to have concluded the bargain ſo long before, becauſe it neither can, nor ought 
to be conſidered in any other light, than as a bargain made at the very time of 
the application to parliament, Infinite impoſition and abuſe might otherwiſe 


follow. The ſettled method has been to develop the whole buſineſs, and to 


compare the propoſal of the day with the.general price of ſtocks at that time, 
All former chancellors of the exchequer (who have not been ASHAMED to know 


| fomething of their buſineſs *,) have invariably purſued this rule. The navy, 


victualling, and tranſport ſervices, on the ſeventh of February, (three days 
before the drfinitive treaty was ſigned) were charged on the ſinking fund, at 
four per cent. and they appear to have been ſold at half per cent. diſcount. The 
new loan at four per cent. excluſive of the lottery ticket, is two per cent. more 
advantageous than the allowance to the former creditors of the public : for a 


profit of two per cent. is given to every ſubſcriber on account of prompt pay- 


ment, who chuſes to make it, This gives a profit of one and a half on every 
1007. of the four per cent. redeemable, and in effect it actually ſells at little leſs 


| than 1031. without any material change of circumſtance. 


I think it is now made clear to a demonſtration, that the prime miniſter 
ought not to have given above a bare four per cent. redeemable ſor the 3, 500,000/. | 


lent to the public. The profit infallibly to be made on the lottery tickets, 
could not, in eſtimation, fall much ſhort of 91. for the two tickets, given with 


every 100). Government, till it fell into the hands of the preſent moſt inca- 
pable miniſter, has ever availed itſelf of this profit, in favour of the public, and 


credit has ever been taken for it in the bargain made with the ſubſcribers. The 


unexampled paucity of the tickets, no more than 35, ooo in each lottery, and 


the great probability that this kind of gaming will end this auſpicious year (till 


the rottenneſs of the peace brings us into new difficulties, perhaps, ſpeedily to 


end in a new war) advanced the price of them ſo high, that their preſent riſe 


cannot ſurpriſe any man, whoſe attention has been turned to matters of this 
nature, founded on comparative experience. It cannot therefore be deemed an 
accidental, or problematical riſe, but was certain and inevitable. | 

The miſmanagement of the finances of this kingdom muſt give the deepeſt 
concern to every thinking man, who really loves his country. Such a man 


cannot but aſk the queſtion, whether the late infamous job was the conſequence, 


of incapacity or villainy, or a mixture of both? Let it be either, it has ended in 
a manner equally fatal to the public, thus defrauded of ſo large a ſum. The 
ſinking fund, which has had the epithet of facred peculiarly applied to it, is ſo 

wantonly clogged, and groans under ſo many anticipations, ma, it is confeſſed, 


* A remarkable cxprefſion of Sir | Francis Daſhwood's, 


it 
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it will not produce any thing to the public for above ſeven years. This proſpect 
into futurity is ſtill more clouded by the declarations made very publicly, by 
thoſe who have the power to carry them into execution, that another tax, pro- 
bably on the ſame odious line of exciſe, is, in the next year at leaſt, to be laid 


upon the public, in addition to a land- tax ſilt to be continued at four ſhillings 


in the pound. This declaration exactly tallies with every other act of that Joe 


_ cunning which characteriſes the miniſter ; for it holds out to his creatures the 


bleſſed ſecond ſight of more plunder of the nation, if the hounds continue to fol- 
low their former feeder, Thus i is the miniſter, as well as theſe robbers of the 
public, driven to the commiſhon of a ſecond crime, to ſecure impunity of the 


firſt. 
This firſt eſſay of the Scot in the buſineſs of our treaſury is, indeed, by the 


hand of a maſier ; but of what kind? Surely of a moſt corrupt and profufe 
_ maſier, who muſt be totally ignorant of our finances, or at leaſt very lately have 
acquired any practical knowledge of money matters, unleſs in the reccipt of a 


ſmall annual penſian, obtained with difficulty from the duke of Newcaſtle for his 


faithful ſervices, and ſteady vote in a former parliament. In either caſe, he 
ought not, at ſo critical a moment, boldly to have aſſumed the ſole adminiſtra- 


tion of ſo important a department, where hs own incapacity, and his chancellor's 


ignorance, are the hourly ridicule even of the youngeſt, moſt dependent clerk 


in the treafury, The tax on cyder has for many days covered them both with 
public contempt and derifion. If it receives the ſanction of the legiſlature, ac- 


cording to the mode of exciſe propoſed, or rather impoſed by the minion, I will 


venture to aſſert, that he will ſoon be deſervedly as unpopular and as much 


deteſted in every county in England, as Mr. Bamber Gaſcoyne is very undeſervediy 


in Lancaſhire, His gentle and gentleman-like manners, his candour, urbanity 


and ſweetneſs of temper, his politeneſs and high breeding, ſoar even beyond 


his patrons, and ought to conciliate mankind to the miniſter as well as to him- 
| ſelf. I hope too they will for ever obliterate the odious name of BUTCHER 
_ Gaſcoyne, by which all his cotemporaries at Oxford, in fo uncourtly a way, ſtill 


perſiſt to mark him. 
The whole progreſs of the tax on cyder has fhewn to mankind, that nothing 


could have equalle d the impudent pretence the miniſter has made to ſuperior 


ability and economy, but his ignorance, fraud, and profuſion, to a degree 


| ſcarcely to be credited, but on the notorious evidence of facts. I chuſe to argue 


from fats, becauſe my Lord-Mayor is ſo fond of travelling the high priori road. 


That acute reaſoner and ſound ſcholar has more than once affured us, that he 


always will argue a priori, from facts, a priori, I ſay. Muy do gentlemen laugh ? 


| [ argue from the ſtubborn evidence of fat, Sir. Arguments drawn from fats, 


a priori, Sir, cannot be reſt, 185 That graves gentlemen. I ſee they feel me *, &c. 


© KC. &c. 


b 


I ſhall conclude my 114255 of the Scottiſh adminiſtration of our finances with an 


old obſervation of Swift. I could point out ſome ScoTs with great titles, whoſe | 


whole revenues before the Union would have ill maintained a Welch juſtice of the 


peace, and have ſince gathered more than ever any Scotſman, who had not fravel ed, 
could form an idea of. 


This noble 8 of Creolian oratory was lately given to a great aſſembly of Whites, | 


— 
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Pulckra pro libertate, Virol. 


For beauteous liberty. 


THE reftleſs and turbulent diſpoſition of the Scottifh nation before the union, 
With their conſtant attachment to France and declared enmity to England, 
their repeated perfidies and rebellions ſince that period, with their ſervile beha- 
viour in times of need, and overbearing inſolence in power, have juſtly rendered 
the very name of Scot hateful to every true Engliſhman. The mean arts by which 
the preſent miniſter acquired his power, and his conduct ſince the acquiſition 
of it; the long and dark ſcenes of diſſimulation which he ran through for the 
ſake of greatneſs, with the open and inſolent outrages he hath committed, 
ſince his acceſſion to it, againſt men much better than himſelf; the little capa- 
city which he hath ſhewn for buſineſs; the inglorious. peace which he hath in- 
famouſly patched up, and whereby he hath ſacrificed the glory and intereſts of 
this country to his own private ambition; his contempt of the Engliſh nobles, 
eſpecially of thoſe who are the known and tried friends of the conſtitution, and 
his ſtrict union with thoſe who are the avowed enemies of it; his mean and im- 
placable reſentments in turning out and reducing to poverty whole families, the 
honeſty of whoſe patrons was their only crime; his groſs partiality to his own beg- 
garly countrymen ; his virulence againſt all who will not laviſhly comply with 
his deſtructive meaſures ; his aſſociating with a man juſtly odious to every party, 
from whole influence this country hath every thing to fear, and who having been 
falſe to all, ought to be truſted by none ; theſe things laid together have rendered 
the miniſter juſtly ſuſpected by the people, and have, i poſſible, made the name 
of Stuart more odious and contemptible than it was before. The very great and 
exceſſive complaiſance of the aſſociates in power, if he will ſuffer them to be 
called aſſociates, whom he never ſuffers to act as ſuch, in embracing his perni- 
cious doctrines, and falling in implicitly with his fatal meaſures, their joining 
to give up in peace, what we had gained in war, their taking ſuch ſteps as not 
only partially affect the property, but ſtrike deeply at the liberty of the ſubject, 
have weaned the affections of the people from thoſe few members. in the admini- 
ſtration in whom they had repoſed ſome little confidence, and encreaſed their 
ſuſpicions with regard to thoſe whoſe former behaviour had not entitled them to 
any confidence at all. Under theſe circumſtances, we cannot be ſurpriſed that 
the ſpirit of diſcord ſhould go forth in the land, and the voice of oppoſition be 
ſtrong in the ſtreets ; but what we cannot help admiring is the modeſty and vera- 
city of thoſe tools of power, who would perſuade us that the body of the people are 
perfectly ſatisfied, and that all reports of public diſcontent are made and ſpread 
abroad by the venal emiſſaries of a diſappointed faction. They do not ſcruple 
to aſſure us, that the earl of BuTE is the darling of the nation, and as much 
approved in the quality of a miniſter, as his Royal maſter is beloved and reve- 
renced as a king. They would repreſent to us. thoſe reſpectable perſonages, 
who oppole the miniſter, as influenced by envy, intereſt, and other ſelfiſh mo- 
tives, and not at all actuated by a love of their king and country; nay, they have 
ventured to proceed one ſtep farther, and openly condemn all oppoſition, on what- 
ever principles it is taken up, as criminal in itſelf, A doctrine which we could 
ſcarce have expected to hear in England, (I hope it is not treaſon to make uſe 
of that word) at this time of day, or which we neyer could have imagined 


{hould 
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ſhould have paſſed without rebuke. Not long ſince a divine * of the church of 
England, remarkable only for reading lectures which no one went to hear, pub- 
licly maintained from the pulpit, that to reſiſt. the miniſter was to reſiſt the king; 
to reſiſt the king was to reſiſt God, and that the conſequence of ſuch reſiſtance 
muſt be damnation. Let me not, however, be thought to infinuate, that this 
reverend adventurer in politics ated at all by the command of the one great man, 
however agreeable the doctrine might ſound in his ears. He certainly would 
never have employed this young Sacheverel, when ſo many dignitaries were at 
his devotion, and all thoſe grateful churchmen, who fled from the ſhipwreck, 
as they deemed it, of old Newcaftle, muſt have ſtood ready at their idol's com- 
mand, to preach-up the traditions of men for the laws of God. But amongſt 
all the advocates of deſpotiſm, the notorious Paul Whitehead is the moſt remark - 
able. Little could we have expected to have ſeen his name in the black liſt, 
What? He, who was ever a licentious aſſertor of privileges, whoſe tongue was 
loudeſt in every mob to reſound their rights, and to vindicate the liberty of the 
preſs; who treated nobles with impunity, and trampled on the ſacred honour 
of crowns ; whoſe unbounded boldneſs brought him into ſuch extremities, that 
he may relate, which he hath often related, his ear-breadth ſcapes ; ſhall he be- 
come a defender of the baſe, infamous doctrine of paſſive obedience and non- 
reſiſtance? Shall he brand with the name of faction thoſe men whom every honeſt 
Engliſhman conſiders as his deareſt friend? Can he, who was enliſted under the 
banners of a faunch. Republican, thus weakly change his opinion, and thus im- 
pudently declare it, merely becauſe the dull patron is ridiculouſly renegadoed 
into a court Jacobite ? Is this to be accounted for EF 


Cræculus efuriens, ad clan, Jufferts, ibit. 5 Juv. 


s And bid him. 25 to hell to hell he goes.” Penſioner Jonxs0N. 


in ſpite, 3 of all that can be ſaid by private men, and threatened by 
thoſe in a public ſtation, I can anſwer for myſelf, and hope I may for others, 
that the liberty of communicating our ſentiments to the public freely and honeſtly, 
hall not be tamely given up; nor, I truſt, forced out of their hands. I am not 
yet ſo perfect in the court creed, as to believe they have any right to do it; and 
if they know their own intereſt, I am certain they will not attempt it. The 
ridiculous figure which they made in the apprehenſion of thoſe perſons concerned 
in the MoniTor hath opened their eyes, and tainted their raſhneſs with ſome 
wholeſome degree of fear. Inclination there is, no doubt, to filence the Nox rn 
BrIToN, but a confciouſneſs of guilt prevents its being carried into execution ;. 
and however they may deal out large promiſes, and thunder forth empty threats, 
that impudent libeller, as they are pleaſed to call, but cannot, or dare not prove 
him, ſhall ſtill purſue the path in which he hath hitherto trod; and whilſt he 
finds the oppolition, which is now gathering over the miniſter's head, compoled 
of thoſe men who are zealous for our conſtitution, and lovers of their country, no 
means whatſoever ſhall be effectual to warp him from ſo great, ſo good, ſo neceſſary 
a cauſe, Whatſoever opinion ſlaves may entertain, they ſhall as ſoon perſuade a 
_ free-born Engliſhman to call the ſpirited oppoſition of the preſent earl of Bath, 
when Mr, Pulteney, the glorious efforts. of thoſe true patriots who. expelled the 
curſed race of Stuart, and the vigorous ſtruggles of thoſe barons to whom we 
owe Magna Charta, by a diſgraceful name, as the animated advances which are 
now making againſt the influence of the proud Scot, under the conduct of men 
whoſe names ſhall deſcend to poſterity, and itand in the roll of honour with the 

firſt patriots. 

When the oppoſition to the miniſter is the ſubject of converſation, it is re- 
markable to obſerve how men, who are in their hearts well-wiſhers to it, but 
have not ſpirit to ſpeak out, retire back into themſelves, how cautiouſly they 
hint their love of their country, as if it was a fault, and how ſparingly they: 


* This ſtupid divine was one Truſſer. 
praiſe 
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praiſe thoſe who openly avow themſelves the defenders of it. Theſe men may 
love their country much, but they love themſelves more. Public conſiderations 
have ſome ſhare in their hearts, but no farther than as they fall in with their 
private views—Self is their grand object, and their country comes in, only by 
the bye, and in a ſubordinate degree. They wiſh England well, but that is all 
—they will not advance one ſtep, nor run the leaſt riſque to promote her welfare. 
Her ſituation may call for vigorous meaſures—but they beg to be excuſed—they 
chuſe to wait—nor can come to any reſolution till the event ſhall give them an 
opportunity of joining the ſtrongeſt partr. Whatever conſequence ſuch fluc- 
tuating ſpirits may maintain in troubled times, ſure I am, that in a quiet and 
ſettled ſtate, they ought to be treated with the utmoſt contempt. When a coun- 
try is divided, neutrality is little better than treaſon ;, an honeſt man may. thro' 
miſlake, take the worſt ſide ;, but he cannot be an honeſt man who refuſes to 
take any, The timorous diſpoſition of theſe lukewarm patriots is at preſent in- 
excuſable, as the oppoſition to Scottiſh influence is founded on thoſe principles 
which ought to make every Engliſhman a party in it, and conducted by thoſe 
men, whom long and repeated ſervices have taught us to honour. Whatever 
face the credit of the miniſter might wear ſome time ſince, and however his 
ſlaves might boaſt the ſtrength of their chains, obſervation may convince us, 
that his power is now in the wain, and that a ſtorm is gathering over him which 
muſt involve him in diſgrace. However the name of England may be loſt, the 
ſpirit {till remains; nor would the NoxTH BR1Tox for a moment believe, even 
at that time when there was more ground to believe it than he could have wiſhed, 
| that an upſtart Scat ſhould lord it uncontrouled over ſuch a nation as this, or 
that the //higs, thoſe old and true friends of king and people, ſhould tamely ſit 
down, and ſuffer the helliſh deſigns of Tories to be carried into execution With- 
out reſiſtance. | 
The miniſter himſelf ſeems conſcious of his decline ; ; his fears appear in ſpite 
of his pride ; he is meanly endeavouring to break the force of the oppoſition by 
diſuniting the members of it, and employs his paultry emiſſaries for that pur- 
poſe, But ſhould he unhappily ſucceed in that attempt, it cannot eſtabliſh his 
power, though it may prolong it; the Engli/h are a people who will not ſuffer 
their rights to be trampled on for any length of time, and whoſe juſt reſentments 
have ever been ſucceſsful againſt favourites and aliens. They will no more 
ſuffer the perſon who hath injured and oppreſſed them to. ſkulk out of power 
without calling him to account, than they will tamely bear his oppreſſrons whiHt 
in authority. A miniſter is the ſervant of the public, and accountable to them. 
Our conſtitutions is ſo happily tempered, that it is not in the power of a ſovereign 
to ſecure a bad miniſter, and of this we may be certain that it can never be in 
the inclination of the beſt of ſovereigns to protect the worſt of miniſters, The 
earl of Strafford is an example on record, which our great man would do. well 
to conſider, and tremble. How ſoon this defired change may be brought to 
bear we cannot pretend, though bleſt with the gift of ſecond fight, to aſcertain ; 
this, however, we may venture to declare, that it cannot be far diſtant. The 
jarring principles of thoſe who compoſe the adminiſtration, and the impoſſibi- 
lity of their blending with each other, fo as to give and receive ſtrength at the 
ſame time, made it probable from the firſt, that their union could not be of long 
continuance, and the noble ſpirit which hath been of late exerted againſt the 
- miniſter by thoſe honeſt men, who love both king and country, gives us a pleaſ- 
ing proſpect of being ſpeedily reſtored to harmony amongſt ourſelves. Nothing 
is neceſſary but reſolution and perſeverance, and theſe, I am convinced, cannot 
be wanting, when I conſider the perſons from whom we expect our deliverance, 
As it may be convenient to many perſons on various accounts to give as near 
a gueſs as poſſible when this miniſterial revolution will take place, I ſhall give 
them a hint which may perhaps aſſiſt their conjectures, and propoſe Mr. Fox as 
a mark of obſervation to all who trade in politics. His ſteadineſs to his own 
intereſt, with his remarkable talents of penetration, have hitherto enabled, and 
{i doubt not will ſtill Induce him to quit his poſt when he can keep it no longer, 
and 
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and to leave his friends, in the lurch. When we ſee him therefore, flying from 
the florm, pleading age and: ſickneſs, accepting of a peerage ®, or retiring to the 


government of the alley, we may ſafely conclude that a change is at hand, and 


that concord ſhall once more take place among us. 


JOHN EARL OF BUTE RESIGNED ON THE FRIDAY 
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Jam Carl of Burk was made firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, May 292 
1762. FF e ies 


On the ſame day the firſt number of the BRITON was publiſhed. 
The firſt number of the AUDITOR was publiſhed June IO, 1762. 
T he laſt W of the AUDITOR was publiſhed February 8, 1763. 
The laſt number of the BRITox wal publiſhed February 12, 1763. 


Lord BuTE reſigned April 8, 1763. 


FE: NORTH BRITON Extraor dinary, 
| Which was PRINTED, but never PUBLISHED. 


Dicere verum 
QNuid vetat? 


GE .To ſay the truth 
What laws forbid? 


THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 1763. 


"X71 7 Hatever difference we may find in other reſpects between the preſent 

| and late miniſter, in the exertion of a determined and inflexible reſo- 
lution, they certainly bear a near reſemblance to each other. One diſtinction, 
indeed, ought to be made even.here, that Mr. Pitt's reſolution aroſe from con- 
ſcious virtue, and the Earl of Bute's from conſcious. power; but, to the credit 
of the latter we muſt obſerve, that he hath ſhewn as inflexible a ſpirit in ſupport- 


ing every meaſure which was wrong, as the former could poſſibly maintain in 


Mr. Fox was created Lord Holland on the 16th. of April 1793, and ſoon after went to T ance, e 
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promoting what was cight. Regardleſs of all petty and private conſiderations, 
bleſſed with the moſt excellent qualities of head and heart, and ſincerely attached 
to the intereſts of his country, Mr. Pitt proceeded with that well-grounded con- 
fidence, to which he was intitled by thoſe qualifications, and in which he was 
juſtified by the moſt extraordinary ſucceſs. Without any real regard to this 
country, wholly engroſſed by private views, the qualities of his head as yet 
doubtful, and thoſe of his heart too plain, the Earl of Bute hath, through his 
adminiſtration, behaved with that inſolence, which in narrow minds is always 
the conſequence of power. When I mention inſolence, I would be ſuppoſed” 
to include meanneſs; for they always are to be found in the ſame place: and 
however different they may appear, wait only for a difference of circumſtances 
to call them forth, and to prove them inſeparable. In both theſe virtues, I ap- 
prehend, the preſent miniſter ſtands unrivalled, and the infection ſeems to ſpread 
through all his coadjutors. Numberleſs inſtances might be produced to juſtify 
this remark ; but no one is more proper, and better calculated to ſhew both 
theſe excellent qualities operating at one time, and on the ſame ſubject, than 
the treatment which our Eaſt-India Company in general, and Mr. Rous, a very 
worthy member of it in particular, have met with. However triflingly this 
affair may have been talked of, it is, in reality, of very ſerious and general con- 
| ſequence. At this time eſpecially, when their election is drawing nigh, it is 
Highly neceſſary that a clear and full account of that affair, with the real merits 
of the caſe, ſhould be laid before the public ; for putting it in our power to per- 
form which, we are greatly indebted to the — who hath — us 
with the * letter: 5 | 


'TO THE NORTH BRITON. 
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As a proprietor, 1 thought i it not only my intereſt, bat: my duty, to MAY 
the general court, when the conduct of Mr. Rous was to be examined. I can- | 
not deny but, from the reports which were ſpread abroad, I was greatly preju- 11 
diced againſt that gentleman, and flattered myſelf with ſome degree of merit, if 
I could be inſtrumental in giving him up to public cenſure, which I had been 
taught to think he had deſerved. For certainly, Sir, I could never be juſtified | 
in ſuppoſing him innocent, however boldly he might ſtand on his defence, when 
the honour and uprightneſs of the miniſter was engaged to prove him guilty ; 
and when a court of directors had conſidered his miſdemeanor as ſo groſs and 
palpable, that they would not even hear him; that, when called upon, they 
would not enter into the affair, would not give him an opportunity of explain- 
ing his conduct, but forced a friend of that gentleman's to move for his being 
called to an account at a general court, as one guilty of miſconduct, merely to 
give him an opportunity of proving to the public, that his conduct had been 
fair and irreproachable. This I could never have believed without proof, though, 
at the meeting, the proof was too ſtrong to admit of the leaſt exception. Mr. 
Rous defended himſelf in ſuch a manner as to turn the ſhame, intended for him, 
on his adverſaries ; he proved his behaviour not only to have been undeſerving of 
| reproach, but even worthy of approbation, and the reſult of that affair was ex- 
actly what every candid man would have wiſhed, what his friends expected, 
what his enemies feared, but what a ſtranger, as I was, could never have al. 
pected. As I conſidered this affair as of the greateſt conſequence to the future 
vel fare of the company, I was particularly attentive to every thing which paſſed. 
I took down the ſubſtance of Mr. Rous's defence for my own uſe, which I now 
tranſmit to you for the ſatisfaction of the public, and on which you are at liberty 
to make what remarks you think proper, or to leave every reader to make his 
own. You will odlerve I have taken this affair —_ as it was conſidered, 
imme- 
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immediately relative to Mr. Rous, and as the affairs of the company Were na- 


turally interwoven with his juſtification z 5 but ſhould be glad if * you. 3 = 


remarks bring it- dewn to the preſeat time, 


The two grand objects of the company, even from the time of commencing 
the negociation, under Mr, Pitt's adminiſtration, have conſtantly been: 


1. A total excluſion of the French from Bengal, where the company enjoy. 
extenſive and valuable polleflions, and from whence they derive their moſt pro- 


fitable trade. 


2. In the reftitutian of French territories, to fix ſuch a period as would leave 
them nothing more than places of trade, without a ſingle acquiſition of territory 


by conqueſt or grant from the country powers, and it was found that the year 


1744 or 1745 would effectually anſwer this purpoſe, 
Theſe views of the company were communicated to Mr. Pitt, in a letter from 


the chairman, dated the 27th of July 1761, and at that t time France acquieſced a 


in what was then propoſed. 


On the 4th of June, 1762, a copy of the letter, mentioned above, was tranſ- 
mitted to Lord Egremont, in conſequence of a converſation which had paſſed ' 
between Mr. Sullivan and his Lordſhip, in which his Lordſhip had been made 
acquainted with the contents of that letter, and had 9 to ſee a copy 


of it. 


On the 22d of June, Mr. Dorrien and Mr. Sullivan had a converſation with 


Lord Egremont, in which his Lordſhip obſerved, on the letter to Mr. Pitt, 


that it conveyed the outlines of a plan of pcie 3 but he ſhould be glad, 
tn the molt diſtinct manner, to know the company's expectations, and particu. 


Jarly, if they were ready, in return for excluding the French from Bengal, to 


give them back all their other comptoirs ; to which he was anſwered, that the 


chairman and deputies would obtain powers from the court of directors for the 
tranſaction of this affair; which method his Lordſhip ſeemed to approve ; but 


when he was reminded, on defiring that their ſentiments might be delivered at 

large in writing, that the French ſhould be the firſt propoſers, he declared, that 
the company ſhould not be made acquainted with the propoſitions made by the 

French, though before the whole was concluded, the gentlemen i in the direction 


| ſhould know their objections. 


The gentlemen were repeatedly aſked, 7 Lord Egremont, if the company 


| would be ſatisfied with excluding the French from Bengal (which, his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, he believed they would not ſubmit to) and granting them all their 

factories and former poſſeſſions on the Coromandel coaſt ? To this, anſwer was 
made, That it was meant the French ſhould, in that cafe, poſſeſs all which 
they had poſſeſſed before the year 1745, but no grant whatſoever ſince that 


period ; and that they alſo meant to exclude the donations to. M. Dupleix and 
others, They likewiſe expreſſed their wiſhes, that both companies might be 
prevented from making war with each other; or, at leaſt, that the French might 
be limited to a certain number of troops: the firſt of which his Lordſhip de- 
clared to be impoſſible ; and the latter to de ſuch an 1 indignity as no nation 


would bear. 
On the 24th of June, the chairman, 1 Fo Mr. Sullivan, in conſe- 


quence of the preceding day” s converſation, agreed on the outlines of a plan 
to be drawn up, as the private ſentiments of thoſe three gentlemen, which the 


chairman was deſired to communicate to Lord Egremont. 

On the 25th of June, Lord Egremont received this paper from the chair- 
man, and ſaid it was ſufficient for his private information; but at the ſame time 
ſaid, he apprehended the French would not be prevailed wp to give up the 

Bengal trade. 
On the gth of July, Mr. Wood, deputy ſecretary of Nate, had a meeting 
at the India-Houſe, with the chairman and deputy ; at which he told them, 
that Lord Egremont expected a very regular plan of the company's expecta- 
tions to be laid before him; and they had converſation concerning India, 8 
On 


ISI. 
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On the 16th of July, Mr. Wood came again to the India-Houſe, and informed 
«the chairman and deputy, that he had directions to lay before them his Lord- 
ſhin's ſentiments, relative to the converſation of the gth, in writing; which 
he did, by a letter delivered to them then, but dated the gth of July, in which 
was contained; that Lord Egremont having been informed, by Mr. Wood, 
that "thoſe gentlemen underſtoul the only matter relative to the intereſts of the 
company, 45 far as they become an object in future negociation with France. 
to be contained in Mr. Sullivan's letter to Mr, Pitt, his Lordſhip conſidered 
that as the only matter lying before him from the ſecret committee, and that 

Fa every thing elſe communicated, or that had paſſed in converſation, was not to be 
made uſe of—intimating, that it might not be amiſs for the ſecret committee to 

to be provided with the neceſſary powers, and to digeſt their thoughts relative 

to the intereſts of the company, ſo far as they GRE become an object of .con- 
ſideration for his Majeſty's miniſters, when the two crowns ſhould come to 
A treat of thoſe affairs. 

On the 2fſt of July, agreeable to what had been ſettled by the fobrethry of 
Nate, the ſecret committee (conſiſting of the chairman, deputy, Mr. Gough, 
and Mr. Tullie) were employed at a court of directors, to form a plan for the 

EY benefit of the company, to belaid before the miniſtry, and were alſo empowered 
| | to call in the aſſiſtance of any other perſon, and to report. 

Soon after the ſecret committee met, with Mr, Hume and Mr. Sullivan, 

when thoſe gentlemen deſired time to give their thoughts in writing. 

| On the. 12th of Auguſt, thoſe two gentlemen produced their ſentiments in 
=» Writing; but Lord Clive, who was then preſent, not having been prepared, 
gave bis. opinion only in diſcourſe, 

. At thoſe, and other conſultations, Mr. Sullivan ſtrongly recommended the 
eiving back to the Indian powers the territories adjacent to Maſulapatnam, and 
to make Maſulapatnam a neutral city, where each company ſhould have a fac- 
tory; but neither ſhould be allowed to ere fortifications. This was exactly 

the doctrine laid down in his plan above-mentioned. 

On the firſt of September, at a court of directors, the chairman, after com- 

| 'mun! icating the proceedings of the ſecret committee, intimated to the court, 
5 that leſt more conſiderable offers ſhould be expected, the ceſſion of the territo- 
ries of Maſulapatnam unto the Subah of the Deckan had been thought of, for 

rendering the terms of which the plan. conſiſted more admiſlible to the miniſtry ; 3. 
| but that the ſecret committee, not apprebending themſelves juſtified i in coming 
| co any reſolution in ſo material a point, he deſired the ſentiments of the court 

thereupon ; and the court, aſter mature debate, unanimouſly agreed (excepting, 
the deputy chairman, and another gentleman) that it was not proper to give up 

to the country powers the revenues of Maſulapatnam, amounting to $0,000]. a 
year; and that therefore it ſhould be no part of the plan to be laid Nlofe the x 

government. 

; The above reſolution was 9 at the next court of di irectors. 

The plan, which had been approved by the court of directors on the firſt of 
September, was left by the chairman at Lord Egremont's office on the 4th. It 
conſiſted of twelve articles, ſubmitted with the greateſt humility to the conſi- 
deration of the miniſtry, enforced with the ſtrongeſt arguments, and ſo clearly 

| worded, explicitly commented on, that it was impoſſible the miniſtry ſhould 
not have the cleareſt ideas of the company” s intereſts in India. | 

In conſequence of delivering in this plan, a letter was received from Mr. 

deputy ſecretary Wood, dated "the 11th of September, importing Lord Egre- 
,mont's diſappointment in not finding ſuch lights in it, as might facilitate what 
he has extremely at heart, which is to procure the molt advantageous terms 
poſſible for the company, when a peace ſhall be concluded. His diſappoint- 
ment in not ſeeing ſuch a confidential communication of their real expectations, 
as he thought the government entitled to, from the ſupport afforded to 
| the 
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the company during the war————his obſervation, that if the com- 
pany aſked more than they expected to get, they not only laid a very uſeleſs 
load on the ſecretary of ſtate, who was diſpoſed to get even more than they aſked, 
was it poſſible, but alſo confined and clogged the beſt intentions in their favour. 
—his declaration—notwithitanding his ſincere regard to the company, as a 
part of the whole, not to loſe fight of the latter great object for any par- 
tial conſiderations. Mr. Wood's private opini:on—that ſhould the ſecretary of 
ſtate find it impoſſible to keep up to the ſentiments of the ſecret committee, with 
regard to what is to be inſiſted upon, the company would find it full as difficult 
to ſucceed in a negotiation, which they ſeem deſirous of managing themſelves. 
On the 16th of September the chairman waited on Lord Egremont, in order 

to obtain an explanation of Mr. Wood's letter of the 11th. His Lordſhip ex- 
preſſed great diſpleaſure in regard to the ſentiments of the ſecret committee, 
- which had been tranſmitted to him; and when he was aſſured by the chairman 
of the diſpoſition of the directors to do every thing in their power to facilitate 
an accommodation with France, and was entreated to point out in what manner 
the directors might be able to promote that good purpoſe His Lordſhip—declined 
giving any anſwer. But although his Lordſhip was backward in declaring his 
ſentiments, his ſecretary was not at all ſo; and very freely and without reſerve 
charged the chairman with chicanery and RY uncandidly with the go- 
vernment. 

Thus treated without doors, and beſet (to fay no more) within, the ſecret 
committee began ſeriouſly to conſider what might be the conſequence of the 
company's being deſerted by the miniſtry in the negotiations of peace. They 

conñdered of alterations and new propoſitions, which might be more favourably 
received by the miniſtry, and reſolved once more to take the opinion of the 
court of directors upon the point of giving up to the country powers the reve- 
nues of Maſulapatnam, notwithſtanding the reſolutions of the two former. 
courts. By this time the court of directors took the alarm, they faw to what a 
precarious fituation the company would be reduced if they were not included in 
the peace, and therefore in hopes of obviating all farther difficulties, they de- 
termined, though by a very ſmall majority, to agree to a paper laid before them 
on the 22d of September, for reſtoring theſe revenues and territories to the 
country powers, This paper was left by Mr. Dorrien at Lord Egremont's 
office, on the 3oth, under the title of, The farther ſentiments of the ſecret com- 
mittee, ſubmitted to the miniſtry, being a ſupplement to their ſentiments ef the 4th. 

The firſt notice taken of this paper of the 29th of September, was in a letter 
to Mr. Dorrien from Mr. Wood, dated the 16th of October; in which he men- 
tions that a hurry of buſineſs had prevented his returning, agrceable to Lord 
Egremont's order, the above-mentioned paper, and that he ſhould be glad to put 
it into the chairman's or deputy's hands, and explain why it was of no uſe, 
concluding with theſe remarkable words, his Loraſtip not chuſmg to medale 

where he may do harm, or where it is put out of his power to d goed. 

In a ſubſequent converſation between Mr. Wood and Mr, 3 on he 

20th of e Mr. Wood declared he had orders from Lord Egremont to 
ſay, that & as this was the firſt time the government had taken upon them- 
ſelves to make a pcace for the Eaſt-India company, he expected they would have 
acted with candour and openneſs to him; but as he found they had only a mind 
to throw off a weight from their own ſhoulders and burthen his Lordſhip with 
it, he was determined not to ſubmit to ſuch uſage, as it was no part of his duty 
to ſettle a peace for the company, but had only offered it in regard to them, and 
that the propoſals firſt delivered were ſuch as he ſhould have bcen atnamed to offer 
to the French miniſtry. That the ſupplement being delivered ſo long as twenty- 
ma days after the firſt memorial, Lord Egremont did not think proper to regard 
: had both come together, the plan might have been reaſonable.” He added, 
wy x it had in the general preliminaries | been propoſed to France 78 reflore hier 
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comptoirs or factories on the coaſt of Malabar and Coromandel, as alſo in Ben- 
gal, and a trade allowed them up the Ganges, but that they ſhould raiſe no for- 
tifications at the latter place, nor be ſuffered to have any armed force there: 
this they had agreed to, but with their uſual artifice, in ſaying, all their poſſeſ- 
ſions, inſtead of their comptoirs, ſhould be reſtored ; which word having a 
great latitude, he, Mr. Wood, adviſed Lord Egremont by no means to admit 
of.—That the above memorial being delivered in the interim, his Lordſhip 
had dropt making any reply, and there the affair reſted ; but that his Lordſhip 
had entruſted him, in caſe he met with any gentleman in the direction he thought 
proper to open it to, to ſay, that notwithſtanding he had declined taking any 
thing upon himſelf, yet, if the company would prepare one general article to 
be inſerted in the preliminaries, his Lordſhip would try to ſerve them.” —After 
ſome diſcourſe, Mr. Wood himſelf drew up the following article, which the 
deputy chairman deſired he might lay before the ſecret committee, as he could 
not, without their conſent, venture to agree to any thing of himſelf, 

« All the comptoirs taken in India, either by the French or Engliſh, to be 
reſtored. The French and Engliſh to have nothing more than faCtories at Ma- 
Tulapatnam : the town, and its dependencies, to be reſtored to the Nabob; an 
hundred ſoldiers to be 28 85 if thought proper, BFA each nation, for protection 
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F of trade. 
| | « The French, though reſtored to the trade of the 8 * to mere 
SB factories for that purpöle, are to have no troops or fortifications there.“ 


1 | After this, Mr. Wood declared that Lord Egremont could not meddle any 
Vi ” Farther, nor deviate in the leaſt from the article the company ſhould propoſe, 
and that in caſe they were left out by being unreaſonable in their demands, the 
blame muſt fall upon themſelves, and his Lordſhip ſhould not poſtpone the 
public peace on their account, if the other terms could be ſettled : he then de- 
ſired that what the company had to offer might be delivered on Friday morning, 
before ten o'clock, this being Wedneſday; there being a council appointed for 
that day, and he did not doubt but he ſhould prevall Aon Lord Egremont to 


receive it. 
This converſation and article were taken into conſideration by the ſecret com- 


mittee, on the 21ſt of October, and on the 22d the chairman and deputy 
waited on Lord Egremont, and requeſted farther time, that the ſecret committee 
might conſider the terms to be offered in behalf of the company, according to 
this (curious) article, drawn up, and delivered by Mr. Wood. His Lordſhip 
readily acquieſced with this requeſt, and ſaid, he would ſend them the article to 
be propoſed, for their conſideration, ſubje& to ſuch alterations as they ſhould 
think proper, which ſhould be ſent to the court of France, and then the com- 
mittee ſhould be made acquainted with the reſult thereof, and be informed from 
time to time what paſſed on the ſubject. | 
- The chairman and deputy expreſſed their concern in having incurred his Lord- 
ſhip's diſpleaſure, by not fully anſwering the expectations * government, in the 
memorial offered by the ſecret committee. To which his Lordſhip anſwered, he 
would argue the caſe coolly and without reſentment; but that he thought the 
committee were not candid in offering ſuch terms as they could not expect the 
French to comply with. The . and deputy then entered into the views 
of that memorial, and repreſented the great danger of reſtoring to the F rench 
the territories they had formerly poſſeſſed in the Carnatic, as the company would 
thereby riſque the great debt due to them from the Nabob, after having engaged 
in a long and expeniive war, to prevent the French from aggrandiſing them 
ſelves, according to Mr. Dupleix 'Sambitious views, That theſe conſiderations 
. induced the company to give it as their real ſentiments, that the French ought 
1 to be reſtored only to the ſtate they were in on that coaſt before the year 1744. 
and confined as much as poſſible to a mercantile ſyſtem; and at the ſame time 
to remove a ſubject of future diſſenſions, they had been induced to relinquiſh 
their 
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their own pretenſions to Maſulapatnam, thinking likewiſe that this offer might 
prevent any obſtacle to the general peace, To which his Lordſhip replied, he could 
ſee no reaſon for ſuch a conceſſion, nor that it would anſwer any purpoſe ; how- 
ever, at leaſt, it ought to be kept in reſerve, | 

At eight o'clock the very ſame night (Friday the 22d of October) a meſſage 
was ſent by Mr. Wood, in writing, to the chairman, incloſing the following 
preliminary article, by Lord Egremont's order, and ſignifying at the ſame time 
that his Lordi would diſpatch his meſſenger on the morrow night, or Sunday 
morning. 

„In the Eaſt-Indies England ſhall reſtore to France the ſeveral comptoirs 
„ which that crown had before the preſent war, on the coaſt of Coromandel 
c and Malabar, as well as in Bengal; but the comptoirs in this laſt part of 
% India ſhall not be reſtored, but on condition that his Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
<< jeſty obliges himſelf not to erect any fortification, nor entertain any troops 
< there; and the Moſt Chriſtian King engages to reftore to the King of Great 
«© Britain, all the conqueſts that may have been made by the French forces 
c over the Engliſh in the Eaſt-Indies ” 

This article, thus ſent down late at night, and on which no further time for 


deliberation was given than the next day, was laid before the ſecret committee 


about noon, on Saturday the 23d of October. It was in vain to hope for any 
alteration in reſpect to Bengal, and equally in vain to mention the year 1744 as 
the period of reſtitutions, and extremely difficult to fix a preciſe meaning to the 
word comptoirs, which (if it included ſettlements, factories and poſſeſſions) 
would inſtantly reſtore to France that immenſe extent of trade, territory and 
power, which nothing but Providence had prevented, after the commencement 
.of the war, from bringing utter ruin on our company. 

In this dilemma all that the ſecret committee could do, and more, indeed, 
than they could expect to ſucceed in, according to the preſent humour of the 
miniſtry, was to make ſome alterations in the period of ut! pfidetis now ſet 
down to them; and with this view they came to a reſolution to retufn the ar- 
ticle altered as follows : 


<< In the Eaſt-Indies abe ſhall reſtore to France the ſeveral ſettlements : 
e which that crown had at the commencement of the preſent war between the 


cc two companies in India, viz. in 1749, on the coaſts of Coromandel and 
92 Malabar, in the condition they ſhall be found; and alſo the comptoirs they 


«© had in Bengal. But theſe reſtorations ſhall not be made but on condi- 


tion that his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty renounces all claim to ſubſequent acqui- 
cc ſitions, and obliges himſelf not to erect any fortification, nor entertain any 


troops in Bengal; and the Moſt Chriſtian King engages to reſtore to the King 
c of Great Britain all the conqueſts that may have been made by the F rench. 


cc forces over the Engliſh in the Eaſt- Indies.“ 
The committee alſo ſent up, at the ſame time, two articles, w rhich they en- 


treated might be made part of the preliminarics, or be cantderen in the g general 


treaty. 

The firſt lated 1 to 8 the rights of the preſent Subah of the 
Deckan, and the Nabob of the Carnatic. The ſecond, to the reftoration of 
the Chineſe families and ſlaves carried from Bencoolen by the Count d'Eſtaign, 
and a reimburſement of the charges incurred by the Engliſh company, on ac- 
count of the French priſoners of war. A letter was alſo approved by the com- 
mittee, and ſigned by the chairman and deputy, in which all ambiguity of ex- 
preſſion was carefully avoided, and the reaſons of the ſeveral alterations in the 
preliminary articles plainly and forcibly laid down. 

On Sunday the 24th of October, the chairman received a meſſage from Mr. 
Wood, deſiring to have ſome converfation with him that day, or next morn- 
ing. The chairman accordingly waited on him, and was told, There having 
been no actual war in India between the two companies, in the year 1749, that 
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thoſe words, “ the preſent war,” ſeemed improper: it was therefore agreed, 
that the commencement of hoſtilities ſhould be inſerted in their ſtead, which 
would cure the impropriety without altering the ſenſe of the article. 

On Monday the 25th, at ten at night, the chairman received a letter 
at Hackney, from Mr. Wood, incloſing the article, thus altered, in point of 
expreſſion only, and deſired an immediate anſwer, whether it was agreeable to 
the chairman's idea, as explained the preceding day? This article being the 
fame as ſeen in the preliminary laid before the public, was returned to Mr. Wood 

exactly as received, with a remonſtrance in his letter in favour of the country 
powers, which was diſregarded, 

This, Sir, is the ſubſtance of what Mr. Rous delivered i in favour of his con- 
duct; and however clear and full it was then thought, and muſt now appear to 
a conſidering reader, who will connect and weigh the parts of it together, ſo 
as to form a true judgment of the whole; yet, as it is of ſome length, and of 
a complicated nature, I think it would not be amiſs, in your next paper, to 
throw together ſome general remarks on theſe tranſactions, not only as they re- 
late to that gentleman's Juſtification, but as they regard the intereſts of the 


company. 
1 am, dir, 
Your very humble ſervant, 


A PROPRIETOR. 


A FRAG- 
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Was it not enough that ye mocked * but 5 ye mack the Lord alſo 2 


Birr. 


Tr. is a very melenchaly confideration, which and fill every ſerious mind with 

the deepeſt concern and horror, that REL1G1oNn is now made a political ſtate- 
engine, to ſerve the vileſt and moſt infamous purpoſes of an abandoned miniſter, 
or of a wicked and corrupt adminiſtration. Not only every good man muſt be 
| ſhocked. to ſee, what is in its nature ſacred, thus proſtituted to the ſhameful ends 
of faction and party, but every decent man muſt be alarmed at ſo public a con- 
tempt and violation of that reſpect which is generally paid, even by the profligate | 
and abandoned, to the ſentiments of the ſober and thinking part of the commu- 
nity. The religious man will go a ſtep further : he will conſider a proceedin 
of this kind as an impious mockery of heaven, and ſhudder at the dread of the 
fatal conſequences he muſt apprehend from it. 

IJ am led into theſe reflections by the form of prayer and thankſgiving to Al- 
mighty God, for putting an end to the late bloody and expenſive war, by the con- 
eluſion of a juſt and honourable PRAcR. I look upon this to be a moſt daring 
inſult on the common ſenſe of mankind, and not only an outrage to the public, 
but a ſolemn mockery of the Divine Being. Are we by a miniſterial mandate to 


WT thank 
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thank God that the Scot has ſacrificed our moſt important conqueſts to the in- 
vetcrate enemies of our religion and liberties? Is the Engliſh nation to acknow- 
ledge the goodneſs of the Almighty, becauſe, according to the regular diſpenſa- 
tions of his providence, he has only ſuffered a weak and incapable miniſter tocon- 
clude a peace, ſo inadequateto the ſucceſs with which the Divine Being crowned 
our juſt cauſe, ſo inglorious to the nation, fo treacherous to our allies ? a peace 
too for which all Europe expects to ſee him called to a very ſevere account? Should 
we not rather conclude, that the late peace was given us by God in his wrath 
and ought we not in conſequence to humble ourſelves before him, and to depre- 
cate the other puniſhments, which ſeem to be coming very faſt, as well as very 
weighty and grievous upon us ? The exciſe was plainly given in the juſt indig- 
nation of heaven againſt us, and the ſevereſt marks of vengeance will certainly 
be felt this year, though I hope our virtue will redeem us from ſo ignominious 
a bondage in the next, 

I ſuſpect that we have copied this new ſpecies of wickedneſs, the inſulting the 
Divine Majeſty of heaven, from the worſt of our neighbours the French. They, 
almoſt regularly after a ſignal defeat, ſing Te Deum, with the greateſt pomp, 
and by a thouſand inſolent ſongs of triumph endeavour to impoſe on the fond 
credulity of the people. That perfidious nation has never ſcrupled the defying 
God, to ſecure any temporary advantages; and their moſt ſolemn acts of devo- 
tion have plainly appeared to have been enjoined only to ſerve the artful purpoſes 
of the ſtate. Is this the nation which is to be propoſed for our pattern? And 
are the Engliſh to become what the Scots were for along time, the profeſſed ad- 
mirers and imitators of the moſt atrocious frauds and perjuries of their old 
friends and allies, the French? Theſe two nations have generally acted like the 
fame ſubjects of one natural king, as Clarendon expreſſes it, on occaſion of the 
letter, which Lord Loudon, and others of the Scottiſh nobility, wrote to the 
French king, to aſk his protection, and to put him in mind of the dependence . 
the kingdom (ScoTLAND) formerly had upon that crown (of Fxaxce.) The 
letter too was directed in the ſtile of ſubjects to their own ſovereign, au Roy. 
Such imitations of foreign manners will, I hope, be confined to the Scots, and 
never be followed by the Engliſh. I bluſhed when I read the late falſe and ex- 
travagant compliments of the Duke of Nivernois, and our unmanly returns. 
The violent profeſſions of friendſhip made by France to this country, are not 
only ſurfeiting and ſuſpicious, but very alarming, and J believe deſigned to co- 
ver ſome deep treachery. The great Duke of Marlborough, in a letter to Queen 
Anne, ſays, It is not my opinion only, but the opinion of all mankind, that the 
friendſhip of France muſt needs be deſtructive to your Maj rs rv, there being in 
that court a root of enmity irreconcileable to your MajEsTr's government, and 
the religion of theſe kingdoms. i | | 4 

Rejoicings ſhould on this occaſion be left to our enemies, and the greateſt pre- 
parations are accordingly making by France and Spain to celebrate a peace, by 
which they have recovered thoſe important conqueſts, for which ſo much blood 
and treaſure have been laviſhed——— only for a miniſter to ſignalize his incapa- 
city and treachery. But are WE to rejoice, and to join togetherin thankſgiving 
for a peace, by which France recovers Guadaloupe, Mariegalante, Defirade, Mar- 
tinique, St. Peter, Miquelon, Pondicherry, all her ſettlements in the Eaſt-Indies, 
Goree, Belleiſle, &c. her moſt valuable fiſheries, &c. and the ancient diſturber of 


the tranquillity of mankind, is again put in a capacity of endangering the liber- 


ties of Europe? Are WE ſolemnly to mock God by our rejoicing, that our mi- 


niſter has made a ſcandalous exchange of the Havannah, fo important in itſelf, 


and which left all the ſettlements of Spain in the new world at our mercy, only 
for the wretched Florida ? „ 5 be 

I always feel the trueſt rapture, when I ſee the moſt excellent prince in Eu- 
rope, the delight of his people, appearing in public to ſubjects, who build their 
own happineſs on that of their amiable monarch, Yet I own, I hope my ſove- 
| ; retgn 
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reign will not go on Thurſday in ſolemn proceſſion to St. Paul's, becauſe I fear 
the cenſure of the malicious and il]-intentioned. I believe the city of London, 
ſo juſtly renowned for the high ſpirit of liberty, tempered with the firmeſt loyalty 
to their princes, was not oratified with the preſcace of their beloved king, either 
after the taking of Martinique, Pondicherry or the Havannah. If gratitude to 
heaven in all theſe great evenis was ſhewn by our pious prince rather in private 
devotion than in any ſolemn, public act, I ſhould hope, (if I may be allowed to 
form a wiſh on this great occaſion) that the humiliating circumſtance of giving 
up ſo many and important conqueſts, was not to be attended with parade or oſten- 
tation; for, I confeſs, I fear the ill-humour, which is too viſible in the body of 
the people, enraged by an ignominious peace, and the late attack on their liber- 
ties, by enlarging the dominion of that accurſed fiend, the Excise. I hope, 
therefore, that on the day of thankſgiving for the Peace, his majeſty will only 
go to chapel, and that all bloody iron ſwords being now ſheathed and laid aſide, 


the peaceful wooden ſword of ſtate will be carried by that excellent peace-officer, 
Lord George Sackville. 
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Sed quanto ille magis formas ſe vertat in omnes, 12 5 

Tanto, nate, mags, contende tenacia vincla, 5 VIC. 
Fes The mobe into all duperbe hagge himſelf, a 
The more, my ſon, conſtrain the biting chain. 


FT is not poſſible to imagine a more general ſatisfaction and more lively joy 
than appeared among all ranks of men in the beginning of the laſt ſpring, 


when our moſt excellent ſovereign graciouſly condeſcended to gratify the wiſhes 
of his people, by removing the Earl of Bute from the. poſt of Firſt Commiſſioner 


of the treaſury, England had long ſmarted under the moſt rapacious acts of op- 
preſſion and tyranny, which were frequently, ſometimes very wantonly, exerciſed 
dy that inſolent, over- bearing miniſter. A general confuſion had been introduced 
into every department of the fate but the finances in particular, becauſe that - 
was the province he had peculiarly made his own, were almoſt ruined, The na- 
tional faith, which had been fo celebrated in former times, began to be held in 


contempt, and one of ourallies made no ſeruple to upbraid our miniſters with an 


abſolute breach of repeated promiſes and ſolemn engagements. Public credit, 


even ſo early after this glorious Scottiſh Ps began to "GP. and foreigners 
had already taken the alarm. 


The public joy, at the removal of lo corrupt and ſo incapable a miniſter, was 
very univerſal and fincere ; but alas! the days of triumph, on an event which 
had ſo long been the object of our moſt ardent wiſhes, were few and clouded. 
The nation hoped, as the natural and immediate conſequence, to have ſeen the 


reſtoration of Mr. Pitt, and of the great Whig families, the ancient and the only 


real friends of the houſe of Brunſwick, The public voice ſeemed to have reach- 


ed the ears of the ſovereign. It was not at firſt believed that only the name 
would be changed, and that the adminiſtration of affairs could be entruſted to 
three known, hackneyed tools of that very miniſter, who were at one moment 
openly, at another with alittle feint, to purſue the ſame ſyſtem, the ſame unna- 


tional meaſures : yet, from a V deſparr, this loon became the caſe, Res 


ad Triarias + 


Theſe three political Horatii, ach immediately aſter the removal of the 
Scot, obtained a pretty explicit declaration. in their favour, and at once leagued 
together, not for the ſalvation, but for the plunder of the ſtate, for the main- 


tenance of their own power, and the ſecuring to themſelves, their relations, 
and even new-born babes, the moſt deſirable poſſeſſions and reverſions in the 
kingdom, in our conqueſts and our colonies, Not one of theſe men poſſeſſed, 


in the ſmalleſt degree, the affections, or even the good opinion of the people. 


They ſeemed content to bear the curſes of their country, provided they could 


ſhare among themſelves the moſt lucrative offices of the ſtate. The pride and 


inſolence of one of them were never equalled by any of his countrymen, and had 


before made him as univerſally odious in private, as he ſoon became in public 


life. A favage diſpoſition, and brutal manners, which early appeared in his 
juvenile pleaſures, were joined in him to that ſpirit of defpotiſm and cruelty, fo 


characteriſtic of the Stuart line, the love of which his father, if he did not in- 
culcate into his children, bad yet carried with him quite through life. An 


io norance 


Ty 
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ignorance ſcarcely to be credited, and a muliſhneſs, which could never be con- 
quered, rendered him the contempt of all, who were ſo unhappy as to be under 
a neceſſity of attending upon him. — But he has paid the debt to nature, and is 
gathered to the dull of antient days. — The other Lord has been ſaid to concur 
very unwillingly in the proſecution of the ſame odious ſchemes: but the ſtate of 
affairs at home, and the neceſſity of regular quarterly payments, drove him to 
an entire acquieſcence with every meaſure preſcribed, As to the commoner, 
he was choſen, becauſe he had gone through the ſeveral departments of gov ern 
ment, was univerſally allowed to be the dulleſt and moſt laborious pack-aſs of 
the ſtate, and, in his youth, had ſeen a little practice in law proceedings. He 
Was therefore pitched upon to ſuggeſt the various modes of carrying into exe- 

cution the many projected acts of oppreſſion, and at the ſame time keeping juſt 
to the wind ward of the law, or within the letter of an act of parliament. He 
was the true author of the moſt grievous part of that cruel Act for the new 
exciſe on cyder and perry, by which the exciſe officer has forced his way even 
Into private houſes, on this ſide the Tweed; for ſuch is the partiality of this 
tax, that it will affect only a few Engliſh counties, but not one Scottiſh, It. 
muſt be owned, that no man was ever fitter for the buſineſs he undertook. He 
has no paſſions. A perfect apathy reigns in his breaſt, ſave that an overflowing 
of the gall is now and then a good deal troubleſome to himſelf, though very 
little to any other perſon. He is incapable of pity, of remorſe, or even hu- 
manity, and, indeed, of all thoſe fine feelings which men of more delicate 
mould, and lively parts, reliſh in ſo exquiſite a degree. His conſtant gravity 
and ſolemn deportment were of real ſervice; for they impreſſed an idea of dig- 
nity and importance on the common beholder ; and his want of _ gave 
him an opportunity of affecting a 8 8 of morals..- 
| carlo cecidit Cato. 

Under ſuch an amin ilhrntibn, is it at all ſurpriſing that our aFvirs at home 
are declining, and our glory abroad ſullied ? Some few changes have indeed 
been made; but have ſuch men * been brought in as had the confidence of the 
nation ? I will venture to affirm, that a more univerſal diſcontent never appeared 
among the people than at preſent. We were told, that by the late peace a full 
ſecurity was obtained for our American colonies. Is that the fact? The num- 
bers of our fellow ſubjects baſely murdered in the time of this profound glorious 
peace, give the lie to the flattering addrefles of ſome vile hirelings in their 
mother country, and demand vengeance on the miniſters, who have ſo ſcanda- 
louſly neglected, and left in a ſtate of infecurity, not only our new conqueſts, 5 
but our moſt valuable colonies. Thoſe are made a prey to the rapacity of four 
| hungry Scottiſh governors ; theſe are left expoſed to the barbarity of ſavages, 


—Tertius e 


* Of theſe men, the moſt infamous in every reſpect, was the E- - of S-----, He had paſſed his youth 
in ſo abandoned and profligate a manner, that when he arrived at the middle age of life, he did not, in the 
opinion of the world, remain in poſſeſſion of the ſmalleſt degree of virtue or honour. His conduct, with 
reſpect to women, was not only looſe and bare faced, but perfidious, mean, and tricking. He was reſtrain- 
ed by no conſiderations of private character, nor checked by any regard to public decorum. Frauds of the 
loweſt nature, enforced by perjuries and falſhoods, were his only arts. With reſpe& to men, he had early 
loſt every ſentiment of honour, and was grown exceedingly neceſſitous from the variety of his vices, as well as 
rapacious from the luſt of gratifying them. Nature denied him wit, but gave him a ſpecies of buffoonery of 
the loweſt kind, which was ridiculous in a man of faſhion, and fit only for the dregs of the people. In 
buſineſs he was flow, tedious, and dull. He was ſent, on the part of England, to conclude the general 
peace at Aix-la-Chapelle, i in 1748; where he made ſuch childiſh blunders, that an able and experienced 

miniſter was obliged to be ſent from Vienna on purpoſe to do the buſineſs of the plenipotentiary. The 

miniſter declared, on his arrival, that no one point of real importance had been ſettled. . Even the uſual 

and neceſſary forms of the ratifications of former treaties had been omitted, by which our greateſt commer- 
cial advantages, particularly with Spain, would have been ſacrificed, Since that period, to the preſent 
year, L--- S----- was laid aſide, as totally unfit for any arduous or even ſerious buſineſs, nor has any thing 
of moment been, by any adminiſtration, truſted to him alone. Almoſt every good man having been forced 
out, or voluntarily left the preſent miniftry, the ſeals of the ſecretary of ſtate, of the Northern departmeat, 
were put into his hands ; and the nation, from that moment, ſaw that the adminiſtration were determined 
toaima deadly blow at the vitals of liberty, and the Engliſh conſtitution 3 and therefore had pitched on the 
moſt profligate fellow of the age for that moſt profligate attempt. 
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whom the intrigues of our new friends, the French, and repeated injuries from 
our own people, have, at length, armed againſt us. As to the merit of three 
of theſe gentlemen, I am a perfect ſtranger : the demerit of the governor of 
Quebec the world has ſeen ; for he had very nearly loſt the moſt important 
conqueſt we made during the whole war; a conqueſt purchaſed with the blood 
of one of our firſt heroes, the immortal Wolfe, Among the variety of new 
meaſures, which this nation muſt ever deplore, the appointment of military 
men to civil governments is not the leaſt to be lamented : a policy reſerved for 
ſuch puny politicians as we have ſeen taken from the Cocoa and Arthur's, to 


make miniſters of, and which is defervedly become the ridicule of all Europe, 


I will only further obſerve on this head, that the partiality of theſe appoint- 
ments to every new government we have acquired, plainly marks the ſame 
hand fatal and hoſtile to England, which, inſtead of holding the fair balance, 
has, by violence and injuſtice, kept down one ſcale, and made the other kick 
the beam. A Gazette ſo late as that of Saturday + the 8th of October, muſt 


convince every man, that even now Scottiſh influence is not at an end, and that 


all pretences of that kind, whether they arc made by men in or out of Pawns, 
are captious and 3 

As to our affairs at home, I am free to deelare that it the only healthy 
fymptom of the ſtate ſeems to me the noble ſpirit exerted by our countrymen in 


the counties of Devon, Cornwall, &c. The ſummer has not paſſed in inglo- 


rious eaſe, neither in the Weſt nor the South of this once happy ifland, and I 
truſt that the holy flame of liberty, which has glowed in the hearts of many, 


will be caught by all the repreſentatives of this free country. Parliaments are, 


by the conſtitution of our government, the guardians of liberty. Before them 
it is the duty of the people to lay their grievances, and it then equally becomes 
the duty of our repreſentatives to redreſs them. I have therefore no doubt that 


very early in the enſuing ſeſſion of parliament our countrymen will be delivered 


from this new bondage of exciſe, the only badge of ſlavery which this kingdom 
knows under the mild government of the moſt amiable of our princes. A Bri- 
tiſh houſe of commons will ever be faithful to the great and important truſt 
repoſed in them by the collective body of the people; and when the ſenſe of 


the nation is ſo clearly known, there ought ſurely to be no heſitation in any 


adminiſtration to conform to it. A neighbouring kingdom has very lately given | 
us a proof of that conſtitutional ſpirit and love of freedom, which has ever 
diſtinguiſhed thoſe true and zealous Whigs. The lord lieutenant of Ireland, 
by ſeveral leading paſſages in his ſpeech to parliament, ſeemed ſervilely to beg 
their approbation of the late peace. He vainly hoped that his ſycophant court 


language would be echoed back in the addreſs ; but an honeſt houſe of com- 


Mons there, greatly ſuperior to all undue influence, would give no congratula- 
tion on ſuch a peace, nor proſtitute the words glorious, honourable, or ade- 
quate, to what has diſgraced us to all the world. On the contrary, thoſe gene- 
rous ſons of freedom, embarked in the ſame noble cauſe with ourſelves, de- 
clare, in an animated manner, that they chearfully ſupported ſuch heavy bur- 
thens during the continuance of the late ſucceſsful war; and, in the coldeſt 
way, but juft mention the re- eſtabliſnment of a general peace. — T he parliaments 
of France likewiſe have, i in the courſe of laſt ſummer, ſet an example of free- 


\ 


+ The king has been pleaſed to conſtitute and appoint wvae Honourable James Murray, Eſq; to be his 
Majeſty's Captain General and Governor in Chief in and over his Majeſty's province of Quebec in 
America. | 

The king has been pleaſed to conſtitute and appoint James Grant, Eſq; to be his Majeſty's Captain 
General and Governor in Chief in and over his Majeſty's province of Eaſt-Florida in Ametica, 

The king has been pleaſed to conſtitute and appoint George Johnſtone, Eſq; to be his Majeſty's Captain 
General and Governor in Chief in and over his Majeſty's province of Weſt-Florida in America. 

The king has been pleaſed to conſtitute and appoint Robert Melvill, Eſq; to be his Majeſty's Captain 
General and Governor in Chief in and over his Majeſty's iſlands of Granada, the Grenadines, Dominico, 


St. Vincent, and Tobago in America; and of all other iſlands and territories adjacent thereto, and which 


now are, or heretofore have been dependent thereupon, . 
dom, 
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dom, which ſome other kingdoms would do well to imitate, and have preſented 
ſuch memorials as ths freeſt ſtate in Europe might be proud to own. They 
Have not been afraid to declare that the piety, the honour, the juſtice of their 


king had been ſurprized; that his ſolemn promiſes, and ſacred word, had been 


violated. 'They have dared to approach the throne with the boldeſt and moſt 
unwelcome truths, and have made bad miniſters tremble. They have beſides 
drawn ſuch faithful pictures of the extreme miſeries of their bleeding country, 
as muſt confound our miniſterial hirelings; and the various facts they mention 
demonſtrate the total inability of France to continue the war. Her credit was 

entirely loſt, and her marine annihilated. How ſhe has ſince recruited, and in 

what a ſtate of recovery her finances are, we muſt I fear too ſoon with anguiſh 
Experience. This is the more to be lamented, becauſe the public ſecurities of 
this kingdom have fallen fo low, that foreign nations begin to loſe all opinion 
of that credit on whoſe broad baſis our commerce aroſe, and encreaſed to a 
magnitude, which has raiſed the admiration and envy of all other ſtates. The 
public funds, in a very few months, in this early dawning of peace, have fallen 


above 14 per cent. England appears now in danger of ceaſing to be the great 


mart, the centre of the commerce and riches of the world, from the fluctuating 
| Fate of her public credit. That beautiful and wondrous fabric, the work of 
ages, the pride and glory of Britain, as well as the jealouſy of her moſt power- 


ful neighbours, which has ſurvived two deſperate Scottiſh rebellions, ſeems at 
laſt doomed to fall a ſacrifice to the incapacity and treachery of a ſet of men, 


formerly the objects of the contempt and ridicule, now of the abhorrence and 
hatred of * country. 
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N F all the advantages attending our free government, none is 
of greater importance, than the Liberty of the Preſs, which, 
indeed, is eſſentially neceſſary to the preſervation of all our other 
liberties. Deſtroy that, and every other privilege we enjoy, is anni- 
hilated of courſe. For, if once we muſt ſubmit, without murmur 
or complaint, to every impoſition that is laid upon us; and if no 
regard is had, in the laying of theſe impoſitions, to the abilities 
or inclinations of the people, but ſolely to the will or caprice of 
our rulers; tis of little conſequence whether we be governed by 


-one hereditary deſpotick prince, or by a number of petty tyrants 
of our own making. 


Tar Ray therefore, I. conſider as the only channel, through 
which the miniſtry can be informed of the ſentiments of the peo- 
ple; and the people, in their turn, of the conduct of the mini- 
try: and I will take upon me to affirm, that, in all the matters 
of importance, eſpecially i in thoſe which relate to domeſtic po- 


„ 8 


licy, 
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licy, the conduct of the one muſt be regulated by the ſentiments 
of the other: if it is not, a jealouſy muſt ariſe between the go- 
vernors and the governed; and their differences, not capable of 
being determined by the calm method of argument and perſua- 
ſion, muſt at laſt be decided by the ratio ultima regum. Weak or 
wicked miniſters, indeed, may affect, as much as they pleaſe, to 
deſpiſe the ſentiments of the publick; but, ſooner or later, oy 
will be convinced of their folly. 


*© 10 ſufficiently known,” ſays a celebrated writer, * « that 
arbitrary power would ſteal in upon us, were we not extremely 
* watchful to prevent its progreſs, and were there not an eaſy 
d method of conveying the alarm from one end of the kingdom 
to the other. Te /pirit of the people muſt Frequently be rouzed, 
12 in order to curb the ambition of the court; and the dread of FOUR = 
« ing this ſpirit muſt be employed to pbrevent that ambition, No- 
te thing ſo effectual to this purpoſe as he Liberty of the Preſs, 
cc by which all the learning, wit, and genius of the nation may 
© be employed on the ſide of liberty, and every one be animated 

-< to its defence. As long, therefore, as the republican part of our 
-& government can maintain itſelf againſt the monarchical, it muſt be 
*& extremely jealous of the Liberty of the Preſs, as of the utmoſt 
£66 importance to its preſervation.” And a little further on he 
' ſays, © That if ever the Liberty of the Preſs be loſt, it muſt be 
« loſt at once. The general laws againſt ſedition and libelling 
* are at preſent as ſtrong as they poſſibly can be made. Nothing 
cc can impoſe a farther reſtraint, but either the. clapping an IM- 
66 PRIMATUR upon the Preſs, or the giving to the court very 
large diſcretionary powers to puniſh whatever diſpleaſes them. 
« But thoſe conceſſions would be ſuch a barefaced violation of 
£c liberty, that they will probably be the laſt efforts of a deſpotichk 
government. We may conclude that the liberty of Britain is 
gone for ever, when theſe attempts ſhall ſucceed. . 


* David Hume, eſq; author of the Hiſtory of England, and of ſeveral political and 
; Philoſophical eſſays, and late under-ſecretary to general —— while that gentleman 


was. ſecretary of ſtate, 
Sven 


= 
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Suck are, or at leaſt were, the ſentiments of this learned and 
ingenious writer; and indeed it muſt be owned, that they are 
founded in reaſon and common ſenſe. For if once the people are 
deprived of the privilege of exprefling their opinion of public 
affairs, and repreſenting their grievances through the channel of the 
preſs, the miniſtry, freed from this neceſſary controul, and left to 


: the guidance of their own wayward humour, will naturally be : 
tempted to enlarge their own privileges, and to abridge thoſe of the 


ſubject; and thus our liberties may be irretrievably ruined, before we 
are ſo much as aware of the danger. 


ALL power is of a very bewitching and intoxicating nature, 
and is apt to make thoſe who are poſſeſſed of it, forget the end for 
which it was originally beſtowed upon them. It was, therefore, 

a wiſe practice of à certain ancient prince, to have a perſon conti- 

nually placed at his elbow, who ſucceſſively repeated the follow. 
ing ſentence in his ear. Remember thou art but a man. The ex- 
ample of this prince I would earneſtly recommend to the imitation 


of our miniſters; and till ſuch time as they can be perſuaded to 
adopt ſo uſeful and ſalutary a cuſtom, I ſhall beg leave to ſupply to 


them the place of a monitor, and occafionally to remind them, that 


whatever ridiculous notions. of independance their pride may ſuggeſt 
to them, they are at beſt but zhe ſervants of the publick ; that, like all 


other ſervants, they. are accountable to their maſters; and that if they 
cannot account for their conduct in a. clear and ſatisfactory manner, 


they muſt be diſmiſſed from. their ſervice, if not with puniſhment, 


at leaſt with diſgrace. - 


I wouLD therefore intreat the reader to conſider me as a kind 


of intermediate perſon between the people and the miniſtry; that 


is, between the maſters and their ſervants, and one who will faith- 
fully communicate to each party the ſentiments of the other. I 
am, indeed, ſufficiently aware of the danger attending ſuch a 


delicate office. From the people nothing is to be feared : from 
the miniſtry every thing is to be apprehended. By the former 
I ſhall be eſteemed a publick benefactor; by the latter I ſhall 
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be branded as a malicious informer. I even know, that it is more 
dangerous to write againſt the miniſtry, than againſt the king himſelf; 


agreeable to the obſervation of that witty, but abandoned monarch, 
king Charles the Second; who happening, one day, in paſſing 
through the ſtreets, to ſee a man ſtanding in the pillory, aſked what 


crime the culprit had committed? Pleaſe your Majeſly, anſwered one 


.of his attendants, he has wrote a libel againſt your miniſters. The fool ! 
ſaid the King, why did he not write againſt me? they would have done 
nothing to. him. 


Nav, I know, that, favourable as the laws are to the liberty 
of the preſs, yet, by the help of a little chicanery, and of a few 
quirks and quibbles, almoſt any thing may be conftrued into a libel ; 


and that the condition of the Engliſh may ſoon be as bad as that of 
the Romans, at the time when, by an imperial law, it was decreed, 


that thoſe who called in queſtion the prince's judgment, or doubted 
of the merit of ' ſuch as he had choſen for publick offices, ſhould be 


proſecuted as guilty of ſacrilege . Surely,” fays an excellent 
writer +, © it was the cabinet council, and the Prince's favourites, 


ho invented that crime.” By another imperial law it was deter- 


' mined, that whoever made any attempt to injure the miniſters and 
.officers belonging to the ſovereign, ſhould be deemed guilty of trea- 
fon, as if they had injured the ſovereign himſelf. This law, ſays 
the fame admirable writer, was owing to 740 Princes I, remarkable for 
their weakneſs ; princes W ho were led by their miniſters as flocks by 
ſhepherds princes who were laves in their palaces, children in the coun- 
cil, frangers to the army; Princes, in fine, who preſerved their autho- 


rity — hy giving it away ery day. 


Bor, whatever may be the difficulty and danger of the work 1 
have undertaken to execute, I am determined, nevertheleſs, to pro- 


ſecute my deſign, and to exhibit, in the firſt place, a compleat 


* Sacrilegii inſtar eft dubitare an is FIG ſit quem elegerit inperator. 
_ + MonTesQ1zU,. 
+ ARCADIUs and Hoxoklus. | 


view 
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view of all the blunders which the miniſtry have committed for 
ſome time paſt; and to inform them, in the next place, what the 
publick expects from them for the future. Nor ſhall their god 
actions be concealed; for 1 mean to be impartial. The prudent 
arrangement they have made among themſelves, by intruſting the 
care of the public treaſure to a worthy youth, who, but a few 
years ago, gamed away his own private fortune; and who, being 
thus happily freed from the drudgery of attending to his do- 
meſtick affairs, is the more at leiſure to attend to the affairs of 
the nation: The wiſe ſteps they have taken to allay the jealouſies 
of the American colonies, who now, it is well known, are perfect- 
ly reconciled. to the Engliſh government : the remarkable ſteadi- 
nels and conſiſteney they have manifeſted in all their conduct, by 
enacting no laws, but what they carried into complete execution: 
witneſs the Cyder and Stamp Acts, which they framed with ſuch 
prudence, and enforced with ſuch ſpirit, that theſe duties are 
now levied with the greateſt caſe and regularity: the reſpect 
and reverence they have procured to the government, by 
making a ſmaller number of changes in the adminiſtration for 
theſe ſeven years paſt, than have ſometimes been made in it ba 
during a ſingle year preceding; ſo that the miniſtry no longer 
reſembles, as it formerly . did, a country-dance, or a game at 
foot-ball : The fignal | inſtances they have repeatedly given of 
true diſintereſtedneſs and publick ſpirit, in refuſing all offers of 
penſions, ſinecures, and reverſions, for themſelves or their poſte- 
rity: the economy and frugality they have obſerved in the ma- 
nagement of the public revenue, particularly of that part of it 
which is allotted. for the civil liſt ; which, inſtead of running it in Tl. 
arrears, like their prodigal predeceſſors, to the amount of no leſs ol iq 14 
than /ix hundred thouſand pounds, they have expended with ſuch a | | . ; | 1 ö ji 
cautious and ſparing hand, that there is now in the Exchequer a | 1 7 1 
balance due to the crown of a greater ſum than the one juſt men- | . 1 
| tioned: the uncommon zeal they have ſo nobly diſplayed for pre- —— 1 1 
ſerving inviolate the property of the ſubject, in rejecting a propo- 
ſal that was made to them by the Favourite for taking the foreſt 
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of Ingle wood from the Duke of Portland, and giving it to Sir 
James Lowther*, conſcious as they were, that, by ſuch a pro- 
ceeding, they ſhould not only commit a moſt flagrant act of in- 
juſtice, but ſhould likewiſe be guilty of a violation of the laws, 
in endeavouring to controul the freedom of elections: The 

regard they have ſhewn to the ſpirit of the conſtitution, the 
lüberty of the ſubject, and, indeed, to the dictates of common 
ſenſe, in refuſing to draw out the military force, either in St. 
James's Park or in St. George's Fields, to ſecure the perſon of a 
man, who came to ſurrender himſelf voluntarily to the Court of 
King's-Bench ; and who, if he had pleaſed, might, with the 
fame facility, have fled from juſtice : and, in truth, had he been 
ſo minded, might have ſet the whole military force of the king- 
dom at defiance; a man too whom the miniſtry, ſo far from hav- 
ing any intention, as ſome of the Favourite's creatures would 
willingly perſuade us, to deprive him of the ſeat which he has 
legally and conſtitutionally obtained in parliament, are ſedulouſly 
employing every means to eſtabliſh in the firm and undiſturbed 
poſſeſſion of the honour, which his conſtituents have conferred 
upon him. Theſe, and the like good actions of the miniſtry, of 
which thoſe I have mentioned form but a very ſmall part, ſhall 
be properly blazoned. i in the enſuing numbers of this paper. 1 am 
ſenſible, indeed, that my abilities are by no means equal to my 
zeal. But though 1 muſt, confeſs, in the words of one poet, that 
cupidum - dęſiciunt vires, yet I can ſay in the words of another, 
that in magnis voluiſſe Jat H. 

| * The conduct of the miniſtry, with regard to this grant, however meritorious, 
is not yet the moſt meritorious of their. actions. Their conduct, with reſpect to 


another grant, is no leſs praiſe-worthy ; and the pyblick ſhall be d of it in a 


very lictle time. 


r on” EE. 


LONDON: Printed for W. BINGLEY, oppoſite Durham-Yard, in the Strand. 
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H E RE never was a time ſince the gloria Revolution when 


the affairs of this kingdom were in a more critical and 
alarming ſituation. I except not even the years 15 and 45. For the 
rebellions that happened at thoſe two petiods, were raiſed merely by 
a handful of uncivilized Highlanders, ignorant of the bleſſings of a 
free conſtitution, and infected with the principles of ſlavery and de- 
ſpotiſm ; while the whole body of the people, with a very few ex- 
ceptions, remained firmly attached to the preſent government as by law 
eſtabliſhed. But now a ſpirit of incurable jealouſy and diſcontent 
ſeems to have ſeized all ranks of men in the kingdom, from the 
firſt peers of the realm down to the meaneſt peaſants; every man, 
at leaſt every claſs of men, diſcovering a ſtrong inclination to redreſs 
their own grievances, conſcious, it would appear, that no redreſs i is 


to be expected from the miniſtry. 


Tris jealouſy, it muſt be 8 is pointed not at the ſove- 
reign for we mult ever remember, that, as the ſovereign can 
do no wrong, ſo he can never be the object of his people's jea- 
but at thoſe who have, for ſome time, been intruſted 

with 
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with the adminiſtration. Theſe have, either through ignorance or 
deſign, —if through the latter, what puniſhment do they deſerve ?— 
brought our affairs at laſt to ſuch a dangerous paſs, that the moſt 
loyal ſubjects begin to be diſſatisfied with the government, the moſt 
courageous to fear for their lives and property, and all men to be 
filled with the moſt diſmal apprehenſions of what may be the con- 
N ſequence of that ſtrange mixture of licentiouſneſs and tyranny, which 


at preſent prevails in e kingdom. 


WN cx this ſpirit of licentiouſneſs hath ariſen, it is not difficult 
to conjecture. The people have long ſeen their juſt complaints of the 
many hardſhips, under which they labour, treated with indifference, 
if not with contempt; while thoſe, whoſe buſineſs it is to re- 
lieve theſe hardſhips, are rioting in ſloth, luxury and debauchery, 
| fattening themſelves and their creatures and dependants with the ſpoils 
of their plundered country, and converting to the ſupport of their 
degs and borſes, what ought to maintain the wid and the orphan. 


Tuxy were, for inſtance, made to believe, at the beginning of 
the laſt ſummer, that, ſome time during the receſs of parliament, 
the miniſtry would prepare a plan for reducing the high price of pro- 
viſions: but, when the parliament aſſembled in the month of No- 
vember, general Conway, at that time ſecretary of ſtate, informed 
the commons, and through them the nation, that ſuch a plan had, 
indeed, been prepared by Mr. Townſend, chancellor of the ex- 
chequer; but that that gentleman dying in the interim, the plan had 
died along with him: the meaning of which moſt evidently was, 
that the people had nothing to expect from the miniſtry, and that 
therefore they might apply for relief to any other quarter, where 
they thought they were moſt likely to obtain it. And is it to be 
wondered at, that the people ſhould take fo ſalutary an advice, and 
endeavour to redreſs, with their own hands, thoſe grievances, which 


the miniſtry plainly told them they neither could nor would redreſs 
for them? | 


I wir, however, take upon me to affirm, that the people 
would not have proceeded to the lengths they have done,—— 
though, after all, they have frequently proceeded to much greater 
lengths, 
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lengths, with much leſs reaſon, —had it not been for the imprudent, 
ſhall I call it, or zreacherous conduct of the miniſtry. I ſay trea- 
cherous ; for it is well known, that there is in this kingdom, and, 


indeed, in this miniſtry, and in truth there has been in moſt of the 


numerous miniſtries we have had for theſe ſeven years paſt, a ſet of 
men, whoſe hereditary principles or prejudices will never ſuffer them 
to forgive the friends of the Revo/utzon ; and who will never be at 
reſt, if they can poſſibly help it, till they have rendered the auguſt 
family now upon the throne as odious as the one which preceded 
it ;,and till they ſubjected his preſent ——— to the ſame fate with 
the laſt of the Stuart line. 1 truſt, however, in God, that their 
wicked ſchemes will be timely diſcovered, and effectually de- 


* and that they themſelves will be the only victims of their 
t 


— and daring deſigns. 


Bur whether it proceeded ſrom treachery or imprudence, it was 
certainly owing to the conduct of the miniſtry, that the people were 


guilty of the few light treſpaſſes, which they have lately committed. 
The drawing out the military force in St. James's Park and St. 
George's-Fields, before there was ſo much as the ſhadow of a ne- 


ceſſity, naturally excited, not the fears as the miniſtry, no doubt 


fondly expected but the reſentment of the people; and made every 


man aſk his neighbour, what could be the meaning of ſuch a war- 


like preparation ? Was it to ſecure the perſon of a man, who came 


to ſurrender himſelf voluntarily to the court of King's-Bench ? The 


ſuppoſition is too abſurd to be made, even by the moſt venal 'or 
ſtupid tools of the miniſtry. Was it to prevent the people from reſ- 
cuing him, and to conduct him ſafe to the King's-Bench Priſon, in 


caſe the court ſhould pronounce ſuch a ſentence? But if this was 


their deſign, they did not put it in execution. The people actually 
did reſcue him, though much againſt his inclination, and carried 
him into the city; and at laſt he was obliged to give them the lip, 
and to eſcape diſgut/ed into the priſon aſſigned him. 

WHAT then, in G—d's name, was the intention of this formid- 
able apparatus? Was it to try the humour of the people, and 
to ſee how Engliſhmen would reliſh a military government ? If 


it 
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it was, I will take the liberty of anſwering in the name of all the 
people of England,. a few court ſycophants excepted, that they 
never did, they never can, they never will, reliſh a military govern- 
ment; and that he who ſhall attempt to erect ſuch a government in 


England, will involve himſelf, and all his adherents, in inevitable 
üs | 5 


A military government is the ſame with an arbitrary, a deſpotic 


government; ſuch as that of France, of Turkey, and of many other 
governments in the world; of the cruel and tyrannical nature of 


which, the unhappy ſubjects, that groan under them, are but too fully 


ſenſible. One inſtance will ſerve my purpoſe. Lady M. W. Mon- 


tague, in her letters, tells us, that happening one day, in travelling 


through Turkey, to come to a village, eſcorted, in quality of 


Engliſh ambaſſadreſs, by a band of janizaries, ſhe was aſked by one 
of her military attendants, what ſhe choſe for ſupper. She could 


eat, ſhe ſaid, any thing. Would ſhe chooſe pigeons ? As ſoon, ſhe 
ſaid, as any thingelſe. The janizary immediately repairs to the Cad: 


whoſe duty it was to furniſh proviſions for ambaſſadors and their reti- 


nue for it is to be obſerved, that in Turkey all ambaſſadors and their 


retinue live at the charge of the Grand Signor—and aſked for ſome 
pigeons. The Cadi tells him, that he has none. The. Janizary falls 
into a paſſion, and returning to lady Mary, tells her very gravely, 


that ſhe could have no pigeons, but, if ſhe had a mind, he would 


bring her the Cadi's head. Lady Mary replied, with a ſmile not 


unmixed with wonder and apprehenſion, that ſhe was perfectly in- 


different whether ſhe had any pigeons or not; but that as to the Cad!'s 


head, it could be of no uſe to her, and therefore earneſtly begged, * 


that it might not be brought to her: and thus the Cadi's head was 
ſaved, not through the mildneſs of the Turkiſh government, or the 
humanity of the janizary, but merely through the good-ſenſe, 
not to ſay good-nature, of lady Mary. This, courteous reader ! 


is a true picture of a military government; and now let any 


man, who has the leaſt regard for liberty, lay his hand upon 


his heart, and ſay, how he would like to ſee ſuch a government 


eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed in England. I know there is a ſet of wretches in this 
country—as indeed what country has not a ſet of ſuch wretches ?— 
who, in order to have the pleaſure of tyrannizing over their inferiors, 
would willingly act the part of ſlaves to their ſuperiors; but I hope that 
their numbers are but very inconſiderable, and that they will never be 
able, by all their artifice and intrigues, to aceompliſh their wicked 
and unconſtitutional deſigns. I muſt confeſs, however, that the pre- 
ſent ſtate of affairs is ſuch, as to afford them but too favourable and 
promiſing a proſpect. I will not, indeed, ſay, as is ſaid by ſome others, 
that we are already fairly brought under a military government; that, 
like the French, we have got our Gendarmes, and like the Turks, our Ja- 


nixaries, to patrole the ſtreets of London: but this I will ſay, that, if 
matters continue much longer in their preſent ſituation, we ſhall be in 
great danger of being brought under ſuch a government; for if once the 


military force becomes neceſſary to the execution of the laws, they will 
ſoon think themſelves neceſſary to the enacting of them: and then 
fare wel, an eternal farewel, to the Liberties of England ! This, in- 
deed, ever has been, and ever will be, the manner in which all military 
or deſpotic government is eſtabliſhed. It firſt comes in, under the ſpe- 


cious appearance of aiding the civil power in the execution of the 


laws; and then, finding itſelf indiſpenſably neceſſary for this purpoſe, i it 


ſoon affumes into its own hands both the execution of the laws and 

the making of them. © It is,” as the celebrated Monteſquieu ſays, © al- 
ways ſlow and feeble in its commencement, as in the end it is lively 
«and active: at firſt, it only ſtretches out a hand to aſſiſt, and it af- 


ter wards exerts a multitude of arms to oppreſs.” 5 


Wavixs, however, the farther proſecution of this ſubject, which, 
perhaps, I may conſider more fully in ſome ſubſequent number, I 
ſhall juſt take the liberty of making a remark or two more upon the 
conduct of the miniſtry with regard to their late and preſent military 


preparations. And firſt I muſt obſerve, that I cannot ſufficiently ad- 


| mire the prudence they have diſcovered in ſending a Scotch regi- 


ment 
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ment · T to quell the riots about the King's Bench priſon. Was it in order 
to allay the animoſities, which unhappily run already but too high be- 
tween the two kingdoms ? If it was, the means, it muſt be owned, are 
moſt admirably ſuited to the end. In plain language, if the miniſtry act 
from ignorance, they are the moſt blundering; if from deſign, they are 
the moſt treacherous ſet of miniſters, with which this kingdom has been 
curſed for this century paſt and upwards. Some indeed alledge an- 
other reaſon, and ſay, that the miniſtry ſent a Scotch regiment, be- 
cauſe no Engliſh regiment would fire upon the people; ; and that ſome 
ſoldiers of the firſt and ſecond regiments of guards are now under con- 
finement for this act of diſobedience to their officers, If this be true, 


I ſincerely congratulate the public upon it, as it is a ſtrong preſump- 


tion, that if matters ſhould ever come to extremity, which I pray God 
they never may, our Engliſh ſoldiers, at leaſt a great part of our Eng- 
liſh ſoldiers, could never be perſuaded to draw their ſwords againſt 


their countrymen. 


+ The third regiment of guards has ever been conſidered as a Scotch regiment, hay- 
ing generally, if not always, been commanded by Scotchmen ; and it is ſaid the preſent 
colonel holds it as duke of Edinburgh. . 
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Ge Oe, fren, boni, nobles atque « ignobiles Voious ſums. 


SALLUST, 


SATURDAY, MAY a, 1768. 


A 


with the conduct of the miniſtry, I ſhall beg leave to ſubmit, to the 


conſideration of the reader, the few following ſentiments on the ſub- 


- ject. And firſt, 1 muſt obſerve, that this has been the Common cant 


of courtiers and their creatures, from time immemorial. This is 
the very language that was held by Charles the Firſt and Bis Cavaliers 
at the commencement of the Civil War; and by James the Second 
and his. Popiſh Counſellors, on the eve of the Revolution, All then 


were mob, that would not chime in with the deſigns of the court, 


and facrifice their religion, their liberty, and Property to gratify 


the y views of a tyrannical miniſtry. 


I will not, Ds Fa ſay, that there is any very general, much leſs 


an exact, reſemblance between either of theſe periods, and the pre- 


ſent conjuncture; but this IJ think T may take upon me to affirm, 


that there is an uncommon ſimilitude in the particular juſt men- 


tioned. Every wretch, that has any how been able, by acting 


the 


8 it is now become the faſhionable fiyle,. at the court end of 
the town, to treat all thoſe as mob, who preſume to find fault 
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the part of a pimp or paraſite, by proſtituting to his patron his 
wife or his er, or by attending, as valet, upon a Prime Miniſter's 
Miſtreſs ——1I ſay, any wretch, that has any how been able, by 
theſe honourable means, to obtain a place at court, looks down, 
with an air of the moſt ſupreme contempt, upon the man that 
has none, and indeed, wants, none: and I muſt own I was lately 


a good deal diverted, to hear a little fellow of this honourable 


claſs, poſſeſſed of a place of about two hundred a year, 
give the name of a low-liv'd, low-bred mechanic, to a Citizen 
poſſeſſed of as many thouſands. Is it not enough, that we muſt 
maintain theſe vermin, and allow them to revel on the ſpoils of 
their country ? Muſt we, likewiſe, ſubmit to the additional mor- 
tification of being inſulted by the very perſons who live at our 
A. ? 


Tux miniſtry, however, will find. themſelves miſtaken, if 
they think none but the mob are diſſatisfied with their conduct. 
If, indeed, agreeable to the court ſtile, they comprehend under 


the title of mob, all but thoſe who have places under the govern- 


ment, they may probably be in the right ; ; but this would be 
ſuch a diviſion of the ſubjects, as I believe was never made be- 


fore in any free country. For the account, when drawn out, 


will ftand thus : : all thoſe who have places under the govern- 


ment, are 7he people; and all thoſe who have no places under 
the government, are the mob : that is, there may be about ten 


rheuſand people, and ten millions of mob in this kingdom: a very 
pretty way of claſſing the ſubjects truly! Theſe ſame ten millions 
of mob, however, muſt certainly be the moſt quiet, peaceable, and 
ſubmiſlive ſet of mortals that ever exiſted, to allow the ten thouſand. 


people to live upon them at free quarters, and almoſt to devour their 


whole ſubſtance ; ard not only ſuffer themſelves to be thus plunder- 


ed and pillaged, but even to be inſulted into the bargain. I very 


well know, that this is the caſe in Turkey, in France, in Spain, and 
perhaps in another kingdom that ſhall be nameleſs ; but I hope never to 


be ſo unhappy as to live to ſec the day, when it ſhall be the caſe in 
Great Britain, 


I wouLiD 
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I wouvLD, moreover, take the liberty of whiſpering a ſecret in 


our miniſters' ears, which, if they knew any thing of politicks, that 
is, of their own proper buſineſs, they would'not need to be told of 
it, viz. that mobs, and perhaps even riots, are inſeparable from all 


free governments; and if England yet be, as it once certainly was, 


and as I, perhaps very fooliſhly, imagine it ſtill is, a free government, 
tis in vain to think of preventing all mobs in England. And if ever 
the time ſhould come, which I devoutly pray God it never may, 


when no mobs are to be ſeen in England, we may then conclude, with 


a a certainty almoſt equal to a mathematical demonſtration, that our 


liberties are, from that moment, irretrievably ruined, There is no- 


thing perfect under the ſun. Every good is attended with ſome 
evil. Mobs are the evils that attend a free government. They are, as 
it were, the excreſcencies that grow out of this noble tree; but let us 
take care, leſt, in endeavouring to lop off the excreſcencies, v we de- 
ſtroy the trunk, out of which — 7 . 


1 An, for my own part, no friend to mobs, farther than as they 
are certain ſigns of a free conſtitution ; and the want of them an in- 
fallible proof of an arbitrary government. Mobs, I know, are al- 


ways dangerous; but I know that they are dangerous only in pro · 


portion to the deſpotiſm of the government. No mobs are to be ſeen 


in Turkey; becauſe there, almoſt always, mobs are ü with a 


revolution in the ſtate. Our miniſters, tis true, for theſe ſeven years 


paſt, have been labouring, and unhappily but with too much ſucceſs, 
to render the government as odious as poſſible; ; but, 1 hope, they 
have not yet rendered it fo completely odious, as to create any danger 
of a mob being attended with the like effe& in England. If they 


have, 'tis high time they were removed from their places ; and that 


theſe were filled with more able and patriotic ſtateſmen. 


I nave juſt ſaid, that I am no friend to mobs; but I mutt 


frankly confeſs, that I am ſtill leſs a friend to armies; and I 


would much rather wiſh to ſee fen laws broken by the cb, than 


one law carried into execution by the vilitary poirer. The former 
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is an evil which will eaſily cure itſelf: the latter is an evil which, if 
once become inveterate, can never be cured: the former is only the 
temporary ebullition of a free ſpirit ; the latter is the laſt and moſt 


violent effort of an arbitrary government. 


"Tix always a ſure fign of a fichly ſtate, when the law cannot be 
executed without a military force: 'tis a proof that the people are not 
atisfied of the equity of the law, or of the lenity of thoſe who are 
intruſted with its execution. But that our own ſlate is in a very fcb 
and diflempered condition, he muſt certainly be involved in tenfold 
darkneſs, that does not clearly diſcern. The truth is, our Hate. pby- 
fecians have bled, and purged, and bliftered the body-politic to ſuch a 
degree, that it is now reduced to a mere Skeleton ; and, like a ſtrong 
man in the agonies of death, it is juſt beginning to give ſome con- 
wuljioe throws, the conſequences of which are as yet uncertain ; | 
though this much may be conjectured with great probability, that 
the patient muſt either deſtroy the phyſicians, or the phyjiet, crans will, 
in the end, deſtroy the patient, Nor ſeems there to be any way of 
avoiding- this alternative, but by calling in the aſſiſtance of ſome 
others of the faculty ; but even this expedient will be of very little 
avail, unleſs theſe new do vors preſcribe a different regimen, and, 
inſtead of cauſticks, catharticks, and corrofives, apply the moſt gentle 
and effectual alteratives. To ſpeak without a metaphor, the people 
are ſo cruelly harrafſed and oppreſſed with the number and 
weight of the taxes, that they are not able, with their utmoſt 
induſtry, to procure: the means of daily ſubſiſtance; and conſci- 
cus, as they are, that the fruits of their labour are ſeized and 
devoured by inſatiable State- Vultures, they think it more eligible 
to run the riſk of being hanged, or even bot, than that of being 
ſtarved, which, of all kinds of death, 18 the moſt painful and ex- 


cructating. 


To do the people juſtice, however, they are, by no means, ſo 
unreaſonable, as ſome would repreſent them, They very well 
know, that they are the property of their Mafters, who may no 


doubt 
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doubt diſpoſe of them according to their good pleaſure ; but 
they would humbly requeſt of theſe ſame maſters, if not from a 
regard to their welfare, at leaſt from a regard to their own in- 
tereſt, 'not to be ſo very forward to eat up their own property; 
becauſe, if once that property ſhould be entirely eat up, the 
maſters themſelves may be in danger of ſtarving. They would 


juſt beg leave to remind them of the folly of him, who cut up 
the hen that laid him the golden eggs; and would earneſtly re- 


commend it to their ſerious conſideration, whether, if 2/l ſheep and 


hens were deſtroyed, wolves and foxes would not periſh with hunger. | 
In good earneſt, let our miniſters, if they pleaſe (for they have, it 
ſeems, no other rule of action than their own ſovereign pleaſure) ſuck 


up the blood and ſubſtance of the people ; but let them, if they are 
wiſe, leave theſe ſame people juſt as -much ſtrength as may enable 
them to procure a freſh ſupply of ſubſtance for the uſe of their 
bordly maſters. 


I can, therefore, by no means, approve of the order, that is ſaid to 


| have been lately iſſued out from above, commanding the military 


force to knock his Majeſty's liege ſubjects on the head; and I think 
he that iſſued out ſuch an order, diſcovered as little wiſdom as the 
man, who endeavoured to increaſe the quantity of his honey by leſſening 
the number of bis bees. And much leſs can I approve of the letter of 


thanks, which the Secretary at War has wrote to the commanding | 


officer, and | in which he aſſures him, though I bope with equal im- 


pudence and falſhood, that his ——— h:ghly approves of the conduct 
of the ſoldiers. I hope, I ſay, that this aſſertion of the Secretary at 


War is equally fa ſe and impudent : for is it to be ſuppoſed, that the 


father of his people can highly approve of the conduct of the ſoldiers 


in MoRDERING his liege ſubjects? If to endeavour to render the per- 
ſon of the Sovereign odious to his people be a criminal attempt, in 
what light ſhall we view this conduct of the Secretary at War? 


As to the MuRDER that has been committed for it ſeems, that, 


though many perſons have been Killed, there has been but ane MuRner 
committed—I ſay, as to this MuRDEes, little need be aid : the 


thing ſpeaks for itſelf, I will only obſerve, that, if the circu:aſtan- 


ces of the fact for I would not preſume to prejudge a cauſe which 
is ſoon to be tried in a court of juſtice—I ſay, if the circumſtances 


of the fact be ſuch as they have been repreſented to the public, I 
hope 
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Hope no Envliſh Jury will be ſo loſt to all ſenſe of juſtice, of equity, 
and humanity, as not to bring in the culprit guilty; and if he is 
brought in guilty, I hope no Engliſh , notwithſtanding the firong 
»/muations, or, rather, aſſurances of the Secretary at War, will be ſo ill 
adviſed as to — him a pardon. 


I own, W434 that many people are of a different way of thinking. 

J was lately talking with a Scotchman on the ſubject; and he very 
freely gave it as his opinion, that the ſoldier, if condemned by all the 
juries in England, would certainly obtain a pardon; and that if he did 
obtain a pardon, it would as certainly be valid; and he doubted not but 
in fix months hence he might walk in peace through the ſtreets of 
London. J only replied, that the Engliſh would then be of a very dif- 
ferent ſpirit from his chuntrymen; and mentioned to him, in particular, 
the affair of Porteous, who, in 1736, was fairly hanged by the citizens, 
or, if you will, the u of Edinburgh, after having obtained a reprieve 
from the Queen, at that time regent of the kingdom. TI likewiſe took 
notice of the-caſe of one Buchanan, a Scottiſh y who, in 1738, 
being condemned for murdering an Engliſhman, and actually hung up 
on the gallows at Execution-Dock, was, in ſpite of all the efforts of 
the ſoldiers who attended the execution, cut down by his countrymen, 
who carried him off in triumph, and afterwards brought him to life; 
and the man, I am informed, is now, or was very lately, alive in the 
| Weſt-Indies*. With regard to the other perſons, who have loſt their 
lives on this melancholy occaſion, and whoſe caſes have been declared to 
be Accidental Death, or Chance-Medley, it may nevertheleſs be re- 
marked, that the loſs is not the leſs ſevere to their friends and relations, 
or the public in general; and, if Fame ſays true, it was entirely ow- 
ing to the humanity of the ſoldiers, not to the lenity of thoſe who itſued 


the orders from above, that the ſlaughter was not more bloody and 
more univerſal. | 


* Theſe two actions, which, at the time they were performed, were looked upon as 


very gallant, gave occaſion to a certain wag to ſay of the Scots, That whom they would they 
ſaved, and whom they would they __ 
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can never be thoroughly acquainted with their real ſentiments, 
but are apt to miſtake, for the voice of the public, the partial 
repreſentations of their creatures and dependants. 

To this cauſe, my lord, and to this alone, can be aſcribed 
your late conduct towards Mr. Wilkes; for had you been fully 
apprized of the preſent il E humour of the people wing, it is 
true, to a variety of other reaſons—your lordſhip, I am confi- 
dent, could never have taken a ſtep, that was likely to ſet this 
ill- humour in motion, to the great diſturbance of the public 
peace, and at the manifeſt hazard of overturning the conſtitution. 
I fay, my lord, at the manifeſt hazard of overturning the con- 
ſtitution; for, if once matters are brought to ſuch a paſs, that 
the law cannot be executed without a military force, the conſti- 
tution of England is overturned from its foundation. How far 
that was the caſe on a late memorable occaſion, or how far it is 
likely to be the caſe on ſome not very diſtant fimilar occaſion, I 
leave your lordſhip to determine. .But the danger that is paſt 
might eaſily have been prevented, and that which ſtill threatens 
us, may as eaſily be prevented, by your eons oo mild and 
moderate conduct. 

Had you treated Mr. Wilkes with that lenity and indulgence, 
which the law authorizes, and which the circumſtances of the 
time render ren mes ae the miniſtry would not have 
had even the ſlighteſt pretext—and, after all, they had nothing : 
but a pretext—for drawing out the military force, to aſſiſt the 
Civil power in the execution of the laws; and if you treat him, 

for the future, with ſuch lenity and indulgence, you will 
effectually deprive them of all plea for making, at leaſt in the 
proſecution of this affair, a freſh attack upon the lives and 
liberties of their fellow- ſubjects. But, my lord, not only have 
you not treated Mr. Wilkes with lenity and indulgence ; tis the 
general opinion, that you have treated him even with the rigour 
of the law, which your lordihip knows, in many caſes, though 
I will not ſay in this, is the greateſt injuſtice, vgrecable to the : 
old adage, fummum jus, ſumma mjuria. 

As to the alteration, which your lordſhip adored to be made 
In the record, Mr. Wilkes' has alreads 7 told you, in open court, 
that it is unconſtitutional ; that he is adviſed it is illegal; and that 
neither of the two verdicts could have been found againſt him, if 
fuch alteration had not tyken place. I will not, my lord, enter 
into any diſcuſſion of theſe nice points of law, for which I muſt 
confeſs myſelf to be altogether unqualified. I will only obſerve, 
that this was acting a part very inconſiſtent with what has always 
been ſuppoſed to be te T's of. a. judge, viz. that he ſhould act 


as 


Sd av 
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AS counſel for the defendant. Was not this, my lord, rather 
acting as counſel for the proſecutor ? I have, I think, heard of a 
man faving his life by a m/nomer ; but, for the future, I ſuppoſe, 
if your lordſhip can help it, no man ſhall fave himſelf from 
death, or from any other puniſhment the law can inflict, by any 
mformality in the proceedings againſt him. 

I know, my lord, that all poſſible reſpect is due to the perſon 
of a judge, while he behaves in a manner becoming his character : 
but I know at the ſame time, that there is an expreſs law, 
which ſays, that if @ judge will fo far torget the dignity and 
« honour of his poſt, as to turn /ollicitor in a cauſe which he is to 
« judge, he may be dealt with according to the capacity, to 

«© which he fo baſely degrades himſelf.” * As to your atking 
Mr. Wilkes's ſollicitor what obje&ons he had to the alteration of 
the record, and yet telling him that you did not aſk his conſent, 

it is really ſomething lower than Farcical; it is plainly a diſlinction 
2without a difference ; and is, in truth, ſuch a guibble, as I ſhould 

little have expected from a man of your lordſhip's underſtanding. 
With reſpect to your refuſing to admit Mr. Wilkes to bail, it 
cannot be denied, that your lordſhip is poſſeſſed of a diſcretion- 
ary power in this particular ; but then it may be obſerved, that 
a wiſe man would exerciſe every diſcretionary power, with a due 
regard to the principles of equity, and the ſentiments of the 
people. But has your lordſhip ſhewn a proper regard to cither 
of theſe conſiderations, in admitting to bail a nobleman for a rape, 
and an officer and a ſolarer for murder, and yet refuſing the ſame 
favour to a man, who is ſaid to have wrote a libel againſt the 

: miniſtry ? Are rapes and murders, my lord, crimes leſs odious 
in themſelves, or leſs pernicious to ſociety, than bel? 

But perhaps you will tell me, that the rape was committed 
only upon a /ttle milliner, and the murder upon a common Citizen ; 
whereas the 7bel was ſuppoſed to be ſecretly aimed at no leſs a 

perſonage than the great earl of Bute; and that the enormity of 
all crimes is to be determined, not by their own intrinſic nature, 

or their dangerous influence upon ſociety, but by the dignity of 

| the perſon againſt whom they were committed. I know, my 
lord, that this is the ſpirit of the laws ef Fapan; but I believe 
it never was, and I hope it never will be, the ſpirit of the laws 
of England. Perhaps, too, you will alledge, and, indeed, it is 

Kid you rave already pablickly alledget,,. that you cannot admit 
Mr. Files to bail without the conſent of the profecutor, the 
ö 1 5 * gl ad, then, to know, whether you 
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regard to your conduct towards Mr. Wilkes is, your delaying 


mean time, to a cruel and arbitrary impriſonment. How long i it 1s 
in your lordſhip's power to purſue this method, and 70 pundſh'a nan 
before judgement is paſſed upen him, T am not, for my own part, 


there are ſeveral laws which ſay, that after verdict given in any 


court of record at Weſtminſter, judgement ſhall not be flayed for 


that your lordſhip need not, or can not, paſs judgement upon 
Mr. Wilkes, until you are requeſted to do ſo by the Attorney- 


make ſuch a requeſt; and that, thereſore, it is in the power of 
; for any indeterminate time, or, in truth, for ever, without 
paſſing judgement upon him : if all this, my lord, be true, I 
will not ſay, that your lordſhip has uſurped a power which the 


has allowed you ſuch a power, it allows you a power which it 
has not allowed to the king, or to either or both houſes of par- 


or to any body of men, in a free government. The Habeas 
Corpus act has effectually ſecured us againſt all arbitrary impriſon- 


their impriſonments ceaſe immediately upon the riſing of the 
ſeſſion. So that, if the report above-mentioned be well founded, 
your lordſhip and the Attorney-general are poſſeſſed of a power 


' whole is ſuch a bundle of inconſiſtencies, that I am almoſt 


Do Hin —— arc I — ——— —E[U at — — 22 ᷣ 7 — — 
- 


Wilkes's caſe. I — indeed, that where a man has 
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had Miſs Woodcock's conſent to admit lord Baltimore to bail, or 
Mr. Allen's conſent to bail Mr. Murray and M' Lauch/an. 
But, my lord, the great cauſe of complaint againſt you, with 


to pronounce judgement upon him, and ſubjecting him, in the 


back - ey ( 


ſufficiently ſkilled in the law to determine. I only know, that 


WY 


want of form in a writ, count, plaint, Sc.“ But how far theſe 
laws are applicable to ihe preſent caſe, I will not take upon me 
to affirm. If, indeed, it be true, as is commonly reported, 


general; and that the Attorney-gencral, if he pleaſes, need never 


your hordjhip, and the Attorney general, to impriſon Mr. V. tes 


W hand: a „ pay 


law has not allowed you; but this I will ſay, that if the law 


. 
*- 
* 
q 
* 2 


liament, and which, indeed, it ought not to allow to any man, 


ments from the crown; and though the two houſes of parlia- 
ment pretend to a power of diſpenſing with this a&, yet do 


ſuperior to any that is enjoyed by the King and the two houſes 
of parliament. But this concluſion is ſo abſurd, that I am 
ſtrongly inclined to ſuſpect the premiſſes; and, in truth, the 


aſhamed to have mentioned it. 
I will only farther obſerve on this head, that this ante -judicial 


mmpriſoument (as it may be called) is particularly hard in Mr. 
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been guilty of a crime, which ſubjects him to a ſeverer puniſh- 
ment than that of impriſonment, a little confinement, before he 
receives ſentence, can be no great hardſhip. But, where the 
only crime, which a man has committed, is ſuch—and this is, 
ſurely, the caſe with Mr. Wilkes—that the ſevereſt part of the 
_ puniſhment, which the law can inflict upon him, is ſimple mmpri- 
ſonment, to ſubject him to this impriſonment, before he receives 
ſentence, is ſomething more than a hardſhip : it is, in effect, 
little better than a contradiction : it is puniſhing a man, and, at 
the ſame time, pretending, that you "ave not yet reſolved upon 
what kind of puniſhment he ſhall ſuffer. 

So much, my lord, for the conduct you have already obſerved 
towards Mr. Wilkes: I come now to inform you, what conduct 
the public expects you ſhould obſerve towards him for the future. 
I fay, my lord, the public: for though it is certain, that juſtice 


ſhould be done, and the laws executed without reſpe& of 
perſons : yet, it is no leſs certain, that juſtice ſhould be done, and 


the laws executed, with the ſtricteſt regard to the ſpirit of the 
times, and the humour of the people. And I, my lord, muſt take 


the liberty of acquainting you, that the humour of the people is 


at preſent ſuch, that they will not patiently ſee the rigour of the 
law exerciſed againſt Mr. Wikes ; much leſs the law ſtretched 


and wreſted to make him feel Ln WES of miniſterial ven- 


| — bes — $a 7 — "IRS : * . . 8 - — e 2m "#., SY — I 1 


The people, my lord, are at Present in a very bad humour; 
and their bad humour ariſes from a variety of cauſes. To enu- 
merate theſe, would be almoſt offering an inſult to the under- 


ſtanding of the reader. They are ſo plain and obvious, that he 
that runs may read. To ſee their miniſters, that is, their "ſervants, 


wallowing in wealth and luxury, and rioting on the ſpoils of 


their plundered country, while themſelves are reduced to a ſtate 
of abſolute famine, is a condition ſo intolerable, as would pro- 
voke the reſentment of the moſt meek-ſpirited men that ever 


breathed. Job himſelf, I believe, in ſuch a ſituation, would 
| have loſt his patience. It is a miſtake, my lord, to think, that 
the ill- humour of the people is entirely owing to the rigorous 


meaſures that have been purſued againſt Mr. Wilkes. The 


people, it is true, are deeply intereſted in the affair of Mr. Wilkes, 
which they juſtly conſider as the cauſe of liberty ; but the affair 


of Mr. Wilkes has not given riſe, it ras only given vent to Ife 


ill- humour of the people, which had long before been collected, 
and was almoſt come to a head. And as the affair of Mr. Wilkes 
has already given vent to the ill-humour of the people, it will, 
I am perſuaded, give ſtillfarther vent to it, unleſs your lordſhip 
take care to manage that affair with a very delicate hand. 


I will 
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I will, indeed allow, that it is in your lordſhip's power to 
exert againſt Mr. Wilkes the utmoſt rigour of the law; but then 
I will, at the fame time, take upon me to affirm, that it is not in 
your power to exert ſuch rigour againſt him, without, the aid of a 
military force: and this is ſuch an expedient, a8 I hope your 
lordſhip will never be induced to employ. It is an expedient, 
my lord, of a moſt fatal tendency, big with danger to the liber- 
ties of Four country, din the end may be productive of their 
utter ruin, The mite „ my lord, you muſt plainly have per- 
ceived by their late arbitrary conduct, want nothing but a pretext 
for drawing out afreſh the military force, conſcious, as they are, 
that having loſt, by their treachery, the confidence of the public, 
they have no other chance of keeping their places, than by dra- 
gooning the people into a compliance with their meaſures. But I 
hope that your lordſhip will effectually diſappoint them, and 
will furniſh them with no ſuch pretext for the future ; and 
that no ſentence will be pronounced againſt Mr. Wilkes, but 


ſuch as may be quietly and peaceably « executed by the mere exer- 


tion of the civil power. 
The eyes, my lord, of a whole nation are fixed upon you, as 
the only man that can ſave or deſtroy our free conſtitution. By 


purſuing gentle meaſures you will effect the firſt; by purſuing 


rigorous meaſures you will effect the laſt. By the former you 


will ſecure to us our Jaws and our liberties; by the latter you will 


ſubje& us to a military government. By the former you will 
recommend yourſelf to the love and eſteem of all your fellow- 
citizens, except ſome venal courtiers : by the latter you will 


draw upon you the curſes and execrations of all your fellow- 
ſubjects, the ſame worthy courtiers excepted. 


Let me, therefore, beſeech you, by the 1 which you 


have to your own peace; by the value, which you ſet upon 


your own reputation; by the compaſſion, which you feel for the 
preſent age, and for that which is to ſucceed to it: as you 
would wiſh to merit the compliment which Pope pays you, of 
being ranked, after death, with the Tullies and the Hydes, and, 
what is yet more, with the Gaſcoignes, the Holts, and the Talbots: 
in a word, let me conjure you, by every motive that can work 
upon your juſtice, your honour, and humanity, to paſs, upon 
the preſent occaſion, ſuch a moderate judgement, as is moſt 
conſiſtent wi ith our f ree conftitution, and our limited monarchy. 


- «th. 


whom Letters tothe Nor'Ta-BriTON are received. 
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attached for ſelling the North Briton, No. 50. to proſecute here- 
after the original publiſher, for all the damages they may ſuffer 
from the court of King's Bench : a moſt unheard-of ſtep, for a 
judge to recommend A proſecution to perſons who could not 
Pompey think of ſuch a thing as was over yet attempted in this 

kingdom. But this wogld anſwer, very well, the purpoſe U 
lord Mansfield; becauſe, as he is reſtrained | by the laws from 
laying an exorbitant fine, by this new invention of his own he 
may do-in effect what the laws forbid him to do by his ſen- 
tence; for, by. taking up a'great number of the trade, and 


putting them, by this oppreflive method of attachment, to 
enormous expences, and then, by adviſing each of them to bring 
proſecutions againſt the ori iginal publiſher, lord Mansfield may, at 
any time, lay what fines he pleaſes on Bank W who ſhall. 
iffcur his diſpleaſure. : | 
It is enough that Mr. Bingley muſt be puniſhed by the court 
without the permiſſion of a defence; but he will not conſent 
to loſe his character rats the er without attem peing his 
; juſtification.” 3 Apt BEL En ONES. © 
5 The following deen Was intended to hape been wink by 
Mr. Bingley, in the court of King 's-Bench,'on Tee laſt. | 


I 7 2; 0 R D 8, 
FIN D myſelf reduced to As: 1 KR * | 
1 pleading for myſelf in this court: and I am reduced to this 
by the influence (I ſuppoſe). of that ſpeech, or rather charge, 
which lord Mansfield delivered laſt Friday from the bench, 
when a motion was made for a rule againſt me. - 

After this ſpeech, my Lords, whom can I expect to 8 
take my defence? and, if undertaken, how would it be * 


ported ? 

I muſt, therefore, defend myſelf, and 1 hope that privilege- 
will not be taken from me alſo. I will do it on the firm ground 
of truth: with law, my lords, I am little acquainted. ; 


Firſt, then, my Lords, I muſt declare, that, to the North 
Briton, ' No. 50. no. contempt” of this honourable court can be 
imputed ; the court has not been mentioned, nor even alluded 
to; its juſtice has never been arraigned. Lord Mansfield's name 
alone is mentioned in that paper: the charges brought-againſt him 
are founded in fad, and confirmed by his owi words. He has ac- 
knowledged from the bench the alteration of the recotds ; ; and 
the ſtrongeſt accuſation againſt him 1s the defence, which he has 
twice attempted, of his own conduct. He talks of precedents. 


My Lords, the precedents are not ſimilar, they are not war- 


ranted by law; but were firſt introduced by a very bold and 


violent judge, whoſe authority it is not honourable to any other 5 


do follow. But this plea of precedent comes with a very bad 
grace from his Lordſhip, who is well known to have ſet his 


face againſt precedents, when they did not ſerve his purpoſe, 


and to have repeatedly declared, whenever they have been 
urged, that he would make a new one: 


What chance has any one, who i incurs the diſpleaſure of ſuch D 


a judge, who thinks precedents ſufficient to juſtify his own x" 5 4 
legal conduct, which are not ſufficient to juſtify any one elſe? 


and what precedent will his lordſhip find, to warrant this un- 
lawful and cruel proſecution of me by attachment? 


His lordſhip acknowledged he had never altered pl record, 


before that in the caſe of Mr. Wilkes. How came he to do it 


then? who ſuggeſted it to him then? the record is always ſeal- 


ed firft, before. it is carried to the judge. His lordſhip, Iam 


informed, broke open . that ſeal, found out the flaw, directed 
the proſecutor to apply for an alteration, and then altered it 
without the conſent of the defendant. Lord Mansfield ſays 
he did not want that conſent. It is very extraordinarF, that, 


for the alteration of a record, on which depends the defen- 


dant's ſafety, no conſent ſhould be neceſlary ; and yet, that to 
admit the defendant to bail, it is neceſſary to have the conſent 
of the proſecutor, who muſt be ſuppoſed both partial and hoſtile. 
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The admitting any one to bail by the diſcretionary power of 


the court, muſt be in the diſcretion of the court alone, and not 
dependant on the proſecutor's Is otherwiſe it is no longer 
the diſcretion of the court. 

Lord Mansfield declared he made the altrondion without con- 
adenag what c ence it might be of in the cauſe. What 


.. 
can any of his ordſhip's enemies ſay ſtronger againſt him? 


Lord Mansfield declared he did not know the difference be- 
tween tenour and purport; which would be ſtrange indeed, if 


true. But his Lordſhip immediately after contradicts himſelf, 


by ſaying, that he imagined the alteration to be beneficial to 
| the defendant ; for that, by the alteration, the proſecutor 


obliged himſelf to prove more' than he had before ; for that 


"oy: of the paper; and, by the alteration, he was obliged 
to prove the. very! literal part of the charge. This part of his 


| Lordſhip 8 defence plainly contradicts the other. For he firſt 
19 he. did not lee the difference between the word purport 


[i and tenour; e e Tris! Wa . the: a 


< - Sony: conſiſts. e | 
But his re Pi pretence of a benobe Haw to * de- 

fendant, is too groſs to paſs on any man in this court or king- 
| dom; every one can ſhew his Lordſhip the contrary, as eaſily as 
they can anſwer his Lordſhip's farther queſtion, of, what props: 


dice reſulted to Mr. Wilkes from the alteration ? 


The following is the true ſtate of the caſe. The original 


words of the record were too vague to have convicted Mr. 


Wilkes. It was neceflary to be more preciſe. If the alteration 
had not been made, the indictment muſt have been. quaſhed. 


And this would have cauſed ſuch a delay in the pracceding 
-againſt Mr. Wilkes, that lord Halifax would have been oblig- 


ed to appear, to be convicted for the general warrant, and to 
pay the conſequent damages. To prevent this was the true 


motive of lord Mansfield's alteration, and it had its effect. 
Lord Halifax eſcaped by that alteration, and by that alone. 


And 


before he had only obliged himſelf to prove the meaning and 
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And this interruption and delay is doubly injurious in a perſonal 
action, like this againſt lord Halifax; becauſe the defendant 
may die, (as lord Egremont did) and then the party injured can 
have no redreſs. Lord Mansfield ſays, that if he was miſtaken 
in altering the record then, he has likewiſe heen miſtaken ſince; 
for he has done it in other caſes. Ves, Every one can ſce why 
his lordſhip has done it Les: He has done it 1.nce, that it 
might not, be ſaid Mr. Wilkes' S Was | 288 only caſe in which he 
ever altered a record. +. - 

In the North Briton, No. 50, 5 755 Mansfield alone is carats 
with. not having treated Mr. Wilkes with lenity; but with 
having exerted the rigour of the law againſt him. This charge 

is founded on a variety of grounds, but particularly on his late 
proceedings, and on Hi delay of juſtice in the reverſal of 


his outlawry. When Mr. Wilkes appeared before this court, 


times put the Attorney- general in mind, 
at priſon he pleaſed. 
Tor a rule by Me. Wilkes 8 ſollicitor, to 


bar motion Was man. 


When a ſide⸗ 1 


bring up Mr. Wilkes to the King s-Bench, lord Mansfield r re- . 


fuſed a rule, and ordered the follicitor t 0 move dit in cburt- 
| A tung never rcard-of before d by. that me. i his 
counſel, the alternative of er ae. 2 2 the argument on bis 
outlawry, or to argue it in Mr. Wilkes's abſence. The coun- 
ſel knowing well his Lordſhip's intention of delay, choſe the 
latter, and argued i it in his abſence. 

When the counſel for the crown and for Mr. Wilkes had each. 


of them left the argument, lord Mansfield invited Mr. Wilkes's 
other counſel to argue. They ſeverally refuſed it, and declared 
they would reſt their client's defence on what ſerjeant Glyn had 
advanced. Lord Mansfield then mentioned other ground of ar- 


. Jet his 


Zument, and himſelf put into the mouth of the proſecutor to 


argue it, ex parte. The council for the crown took his Lordſhip's 
hint; and Sir Fletcher Norton, in particular, then ſaid, he 
would argue it ex parte. This trick of his Lordſhip was only in- 
tended fog delay ; for his lordſhip well knows it is the duty of 
a judge to take notice of publick acts, though they ace not 
pleaded ; and, therefore, the court might have come to a deter- 
mination, as well upon what was pleaded, as upon what was not 
pleaded, if there was any ſtatute or reaſon ſtronger than what 


had been produced; but an upright judge of this court, Mr. 
juſtice 
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juſtice Willes, has already declared that no ſtronger can be Pro- | 


duced. 


Lord Mansfield is accuſed, in the North Briton, No. 50, of 
partiality, in admitting the murderers to bail; the reaſon of 


ſuch partiality is given; and they are both equally true. 
It is aſſerted in the North Briton, No. 50, that the Habeas 


Corpus cannot be eluded by the King or the Houſes of Parlia- 


ment; and that, if courts of juſtice can elude it, they have a 
power ſuperior to theirs. It is well known to be true; and to 
be no leſs ſo, that the courts of juſtice have, for a long time, 
connived at each others abuſe of the Habeas Corpus act; and 


that, contrary to the ſpirit and letter of it, they refuſe relief 


from that act to any perſon committed by the courts. 
Lord Mansfield mentioned it as an aggravation of my offence, 


that I had put my name to this publication. My Lords, it 
proceeded from the thorough knowledge of the truth of the 
paper in queſtion. I have heard indeed that it is a favourite 
poſition of lord Mansfield, that truth itſelf may be a ſcandalous 
libel, and the more a libel becauſe true. I am not lawyer 


enough, my Lords, to know that; but this I am ſure of, that 
it is moſt. ſcandalous indeed for thoſe on whom truth. is 
a libel. 5 F ; 
However, my 3 whatever my offence may be, I deſire 
ta have it determined by a Jury of my 0201 countrymen. The 


favourite and glorious appeal of Engliſhmen is to God and to 
their Country. To them I ſtand or fall. I hall refuſe to 


anſwer any queſtions by way of interrogatories on attachment. 


There can be no pretext for denying me a trial by jury. The 


way of attachment is a Star-chamber proceſs ; to which I will 
not ſubmit : it is unlawful ; it is unprecedented in ſuch a caſe. 

My Lords, I am an Engliſhman, and I demand, as my 1 
a : trial by jury. 
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MONDAY, JUNE 1g, 1768. 


To the NORTH BRITON. 
"STR; : 
C Otwithſtandin g the great N you tans of late, either 


ing a military government, I will take upon me to affirm, that 
we ſhall never be happy until we are brought under ſuch a go- 
wernment ; and that, when once we actually are ſo, we hall | be 
much happier than ever we were in any former period, and in- 
deed than we are at preſent: for I can, by no means, admit, 
what is aſſerted by ſome other writers, and is more than inſi- 
nuated by yourſelf, that we are already fairly reduced under ſuch 
4 government. And, in ſupport, Sir, of this my opinion, al- 
low me to point out a few of the many advantages accruing from 
this Bleed kind of government; for, to enumerate them all would 
greatly exceed the limits of your paper, and indeed the utmoſt 
compaſs of my weak abilities. This, I own, is a taſk for 
which I am no more qualified than AÆneas was {pardon the im- 


propriety of the compariſon) for ſumming up all the different 
ſpecies of crimes and puniſhments which he ſaw in hell. 


Non, ibi | lingue centum fint, 07 @Jue centum. 
Ferrea vax- — 


No, Sir, I could never do it, 


Had Ja hundred mouths, a FTE op tongues, 
A voice of braſs, and adamantine lungs. 


And the firft advantage I would beg leave to mention, as ariſ- 
ing from a military government, IS, that, when once ſuch a 
government 
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government is eſtabliſhed in England, which I confidently 


expect will be very ſoon, we ſhall no longer hear of the public 


peace being diſturbed by riotous mobs and aſſemblies. No 
longer ſhall a patriotic Lord-Mayor be expoſed to the cruel 


mortification of being hiſſed and hooted, and having the 


lamps of his manſion-houſe demoliſhed, ſor only doing his 
duty; that is, for ſupporting the abſolute, ſupreme, and un- 
controuled power of the crown in oppoſition to the voice of the 


| people, that is, of the rabble or canaille; for then—and indeed 


this is nearly the caſe already—all will be rabble or canaille but 


courtiers and their dependants. No more ſhall the fa&us 


fſreeholders of the county of Middleſex preſume to afſemble 
with ſuch noiſe and tumult, and to chuſe, as they lately did, 


for one of their repreſentatives, a man, whom, if they had had 


either the./ear of G—d, or of the miniſtry, or, what is yet more, 
of a military government, before their eyes, they would never ſo 
much as dared to have thought of. No longer ſhall the people 
be permitted to gather in crouds about the King -Bench priſon, 
and to ſet up the reaſonable huzza of Wilkes and Liberty, a huzza 
of more dreadful note, and more dangerous import, than any that 
was ever uttered in the Highlands of Scotland during the rebellions 


of 15 and 45. Or, if any ſuch mobs ſhould be ſo preſumptuous 
as to afſemble, they may be as eaſily quelled as the. bees in 
Gt | 


Hi motus animorum, atque hec certamina tanta, 
Pulveris NITRATI jactu e quieſcent 5 


That is, let FTA be ever ſo numerous and riotous- they may 
vaſily be diſperſed by a volley of ſinall arms from the military, and 
made to return to their ſeveral occupations : and if a few of 
the 4ackguards ſhould be Filled in the ſcuffle, tis no great harm: 


*twill rather be an advantage: 'twill enable the ſurvivors, by di- 


miniſhing their numbers, . to procure an increa,? of their wages, 


without troubling the parliament about matters ſo very trifling. 


I can only think of one objection to this kind of reaſoning, 
and it is, that, as it may be neceſſary for ſome time, even after 
the gab. ſament of a military government, to keep up the appear- 


ance of a parliament—and the appearance, in truth, will be all 
that will be requiſite and as the elections of members of par- 
liament are uſually attended with mobs and riots ; and as there is 


an expreſs law which prohibits 7 he military from interfering, in 
the leaſt, with theſe elections; the miniſtry, perhaps, may be 
reduced to a dilemma how to act in ſuch a critical ſituation. But 


I believe I can ſuggeſt to them a very eaſy expedient. Let the 


protubitory law be immediately repealed ; and let the military 
attend, to preſerve the peace and freedom. of the election. Or ra- 
ther indeed, which would be greatly preferable, let the old, tu- 


multuous, and republican manner of electing be entirely laid aſide; 


and let a new method, more agreeable to the new form of govern- 
ment, be entirely adopted in its room. Let the electors, inſtead of 
aſſembling in the ſame place, to excite riots, and ſurfeit themſelves 

201th 
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21th wine and veniſon, remain, every one of them, at their ſeveral 
habitations; and let the foldrers—but by all means armed, in 
order to preſerve the freedom of election go about among the 
electors, and collect their votes. Theſe let them deliver to the 
ier iſße, that is, to their captains ; and let the captains, in their 
turn, tranſmit them to the chancellor, or which I believe will 
then be the ſame thing to the commander in chief of the army. 
Thus ſhall we have a parliament, perfectly agreeable to the 
wiſhes of the miniſtry, and, of conſequence, to the intereſt of 
the people; for theſe two, tis well known, ever were and ever 
will be the ſame. The people, like wayward children, muſt be 
Joothed and cajoled i into their own intereſt, or, like reftive mules, 
muſt be cudgelled into it; and provided they are led into it, 
tis of little conſequence, whether the means employed be 
gentle or ſevere. By this method all bribery, venality, and 
corruption will be effectually prevented, as it is not likely, 
that @ ſoldier with bis firelock will be apt to give an elector 
any thing for his vote, except a brace of bullets, if he ſhould 
chuſe ſuch a douceur ; and many a worthy freeholder will be 
ſaved the trouble of travelling thirty, perhaps forty miles, to 
the place of polling, for no other purpoſe than there to run 
the riſk of 4 U ofing his ti ife by a furfeit. And if any of the can- 
didates ſhould at any time happen to be over/tocked with pro- 
viſions, which, perhaps ignorant of this new method of elec- 
tion, they may have laid in for the occaſion, the military, who have 
always been noted for Heir polrteneſs,, will, I dare ſay, have the 
 good-manners to eaſe them entirely of ſuch uſeleſs incumbrances. 
Nor let any one condemn this ſcheme as chimerical and abſurd ; 
for tis an exact copy of that which was adopted by Oliver Crom- 


well, for the levying of his taxes, when he divided the whole 


kingdom into ten major-generalſhips, allowing to his officers and 

ſoldiers, full power, to impriſon, or knock on the head, every 
man, that refuſed to comply with his; arbitrary impoſitions *. 
And why the ſame method may not be employed to collect votes 

as to collect taxes, I cannot, for my own part, ſufficiently 

comprehen ed. 

Another advantage attending a military government is, that it 


is admirably calculated for encouraging propagation, and increafing 


the number of the people; nor can I, indeed, aſſign any other plau- 
fible reaſon for the ſuperior populouſneſs of France above Great- 


Britain, but the ſuperior number of unmarried prieſis and unmar- 
ried ſoldiers in the former of theſe kingdoms, beyond what is to 


be found in the latter. France, according to the moſt exact 


computation, exceeds Great-Britain and Ireland, in extent, only 


by about one fourteenth; and yet it is ſaid to contain double, 
nay, ſome ſay, treble the number of inhabitants. To what, then, 
ſhall we aſcribe this mighty difference ? To what, but to the very 
cauſe, to which I have juſt now aſcribed it. Let the French, 


in G—d's name, keep their unmarried prigſis; and much com- 


Fort—T mean much ſpiritual comfort—may their ladies derive from 


* Thurloe, Vol. IV. p. 88. 
them. 
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them. I hope we ſhall never follow their example in this par- 

_ ticular. I hope we ſhall never think, as our forefathers did, 
olf depriving our clergy of their wives, or, as the Romiſh- prieſts 
politely call them, their 5 s. But as to their unmarried 

 foldiers, 1 truſt the time is not at any great diſtance, when we 
hall be quite upon a par with them in that eſſential point. The 

French army, I believe, does not now amount to above 90, ooo 

men. Our own army, I am ſure, falls not greatly ſhort of 47,000; 

and could we once add, as I hope we very ſoon ſhall, 47,000 
more, then let the Monſieurs look to the conſequence. They 
will no longer, I preſume, | have much reaſon to boaſt of their 

great ſuperiority in point of numbers. Our Engliſh ſoldiers, 1 

am ſatisfied, are as good men, in every reſpect, as the French. They 
have frequently proved themſelves ſuperior in the camp of Mars ; 
and, I hope they will never prove. inferior in the camp of 

But how, it may be aſked, can propagation be encouraged, and 
the number of people increaſed, by maintaining a body of unmarried 
ſoldiers ? Would not ſuch a ſcheme be more likely to check pro- 

pagation, by keeping ſo many men in a ſtate of ceilbacy ? Such, 

indeed, it is more than probable, will be the concluſion drawn 
by your ſhallow. politicians, who can never ſtretch their views 
beyond the firſt and moſt obvious conſequences : but I, Sir, 
who pretend, and I hope with ſome juſtice, to be a Machiavel in 
politics, will undertake to prove, that a /arge army of unma#ried 
ſoldiers is one of the beſt and moſt rational plans that ever was 
contrived for promotmg population, and ENCOURAGING, in the 
Jockey-phrafe, THE BREED OF THE HUMAN SPECIES. 
For conſider, Sir, in the firſt place, how many marriages are 
unproductive of children; how many barren wives there are in the 
kingdom: and yet it may be laid down as a certain fact, that 
every Woman, at leaſt almoſt every woman, would be another, could 
ſhe be but indulged with a- proper mate. Now, Sir, here are 
ninety or a hundred thouſand mares at her ſervice ; and the 
devil's in't if in ſuch a number ſhe cannot find a proper one: for 

I am fully perſuaded there is ne'er a man in the army, from the 
commander in chief down to the meaneſt centinel, that will 
not be ready to ſerve the ladies on this occaſion, from a principle 

of pure diſintereſted patriotiſm. 

This, Sir, will be a more effectual Remedy for barrenneſs i in Women, 
than any that has been invented by Rock, Becket, Hill, or by 
any other quack that ever exiſted fince the creation of the world. 

I except not even the matrimonial recipe of the great Mrs. Gib- 
ſon, who daily informs us in the public papers, * that it cauſes 
immediate conception, as has been experienced, with amazing 

« ſucceſs, by ladies, who have been married many years without 

« having children.“ Ladies,” the adds, „who have tried all 

< the ſlops which have been offered for this purpoſe, but with- 

« out effect, by uſing this bleſſed medicine have become happy 

4 mothers.” Now, begging Mrs. Gibſon's pardon, I will venture 

to affirm, that my medicine, or, if the will, ſlop, is a more effica- 

cious 
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Cious and bleſſed medicine than hers; and will, if properly ad- 


miniſtered, be the cauſe of many more ladies becoming happy 


mothers. If any lady doubt, let her try the experiment. And 
What tends ſtill farther to demonſtrate the ſuperior excellence of 
my medicine above that of Mrs. Gibſon, is, that whereas hers can- 
not be had for leſs than a guinea a doe, mine may be had, and 22 
uny quantity, from a common ſoldier, for nothing; and from an f- 
cer for leſs than nothing; that is that T may explain my 1r:/7 
Bull—if an officer adminiſter it, inſtead of receiving, he will very 
probably give a fee; a circumſtance, I ſhould think of no ſmall 


moment, at leaſt to the poor, during the preſent 8888 price of 


proviſions. 

But not only will a large army of unmarried ſoldiers, or, which 
is the ſame thing, 2 military government, be an effectual remedy 
For barrenneſs in married women : it will have ſome happy effect 
upon unmarried women of a nubile age, of whom, tis certain, 


there are an immenſe number in this kingdom. No longer ſhall 


the bhoming virgin be in danger of being ſeized with the green- 


Fiekneſs, or of obtaining the odious appellation of an. old-maid; for 
then there ſhall be no ſuch thing as a green-/ick virgin, or an old 
maid in the iſland. Every woman that is turned of fourteen, 


ſhall then be employed in the great work, for which ſhe was 


created, that is, in enereaſing and multiplying; and in contributing, 


at the ſame time, to the ſtrength of the ſtate, and to her own 


happineſs. The Turbiſi women, we are told by ſome travellers, 
think they are never more uſefully occupied, than when engaged 


in the pleaſing taſt of making little muſſulmen ; and I hope, that 


when once a military government is eſtabliſhed among us, my fair 
country women will adopt the ſame principles, and will think that 
they are never more uſefully employed, than when engaged in the 
like taſk of maſinglittle chriſtians. 

What addition may, in a few years, be made to the number 
of the people, and of conſequence to the ſtrength of the 


nation, by theſe % ed effefs of a military government, it is ex- 
tremely difficult, at preſent, to determine: though I think 


there is one circumſtance, from which the reader may form 
ſome judgment on this important point; and that is, the great 


number of foundlings that are annually born in Paris, amounting, | 


it is ſaid, to between five and fix thouſand. 

Now ſuppoſing one half of theſe to be the produce of the 
clergy—who/abour, no doubt, with as much zeal and /uccejs as the 
army in this patriotic work of propagating their ſpecies—the 
other half, that is, between two and three thouſand, will go 
to the army; and ſuppoſing Paris to contain one-twentieth part 
of the inhabitants of the whole kingdom, the number of 
children annually begot by the army alone, will amount to 
about 50,000: an amazing multitude ! What a glorious proſpect 
is here for Great-Britain ! For although our fo/dzers ſhould not 
at firſt be able to produce above 20,000 children a year, yet they 
wall every year be increaſing their numbers ; and I am confi- 

dent 
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dent that, in a ſhort time, they will be fully capable to equal 
the productions of their haughty and prolific rivals. 
-It will, therefore, be neceſſary for the managers of - the 
Foundling-Hoſpital to enlarge their plan, by admitting indiſcri- 
minately all children that are offered, and by building two or 
three hoſpitals more to contain the immenſe numbers that will 
be poured in upon them. And as all theſe will be the children 
of the ſtate, and educated at the public expence, and in a 
public manner, we ſhall never be at a loſs for ſtrong, active 
fellows, to recruit our armies, to fight our enemies abroad, and 
to anſwer the purpoſes of. home-propagation. _ ; 
Theſe Sir, are a few of the many adyantages attending a 

military government. The others, which I propoſed to mention 
—for, as I ſaid above, I never meant to enumerate them all 
I may perhaps point out in ſome ſubſequent letter. In the 
mean time, I am, Sir, 4 


A Friend to the preſent Miniſtry, und to a military Government. 


X Thurſday laſt, No. 51 of the NoRTH-BRITON was read 
2 by Mr. Barlow, clerk of the Crown-Office, in the court of 
King's-Bench; and though it cauſed much pleaſantry, yet Mr. 
de Grey, his Majeſty's Attorney-General, moved the court for a 
rule to ſhew cauſe why an Attachment ſhould not iſſue againſt 
Mr Bingley for publiſhing the ſaid paper, which was allowed. 
On Friday the rule granted againſt him for the publication of 

No. 50 (as mentioned in our laſt) was made abſolute; and on 

Saturday the rule againſt No. 51 was alſo made abſolute, and the 
- Attachment iſſued accordingly.—lt having been confidently 
reported, on Friday and Saturday morning, that Mr. Bingley had 
abſconded—to ſhew the publick the contrary, as ſoon as he 
found the ſecond rule was made abſolute, he ſent to Mr. Francis, 

ſolicitor of the Treaſury, and to ſeveral of the ſheriffs officers, 
to come and ſerve it upon him, which was done about fix o 
clock on Saturday evening, —He was conveyed in a coach to 
Mr. Phillps's Lock-up Houſe, the Py'd Bull, in Gray's-Inn Lane, 
where he remained that night; and yeſterday in the evening 
was removed to Newgate. | 


THE ignorant writer of the paragraph in the Gazetteer of June 11, has very ab- 
ſurdly exhibited his want of grammar, logic, and every other requiſite to good 
writing, when he calls papers atrocious and ignorant, for theſe epithets cannot properly be 
combined with aught but crimes and men; but how it can (with truth) be ſaid to be for- 
tunate for Mr. Wilkes, as well as a laſting proof of the impartiality and uprightneſs of 
his judges, ** that his outlawry has been reverſed,” deſerves ſome farther eaquiry—for 
ſurely the natural and unalienable right which every man has to juſtice, and which every 
Engliſhman has to Libe.:ty, and the due courſe of law, can never, with any ſhadow of 
reaſon, or propriety of expreſſion, be termed a mere event of fortune; and if it ſhould 
appear that any delay has been deſignedly made to deprive him of the benefit of ſuch a 
reverſal, (as it ſeems at laſt he has always had a right to demand it) I know not what Eng- 
liſhmen can think of the impartiality or uprightneſs of ſuch a delay. 


_ 


_ 


LONDON: Printed for W. BINGLEY, oppoſite Durham-Yard, in the Strand ; by 
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NS the affair of Mr. W. nes e to the North Briton 


| ke a review of that famous paper. 
If any ſubject of the realm ſhould 1 a miniſter to have 
drawn up a form of words, containing a fallacy, with an inten- 


tion to impoſe it upon his ſovereign and his people, by /urprizing 


the prince toutteritfrom the throne; it would be a noble, patriotic 
act, and his duty as a good ſubject, to cry aloud and ſpare not, 
and to lift up his voice like a trumpet, to detect and expoſe the 
iniquity of the miniſter. That this, and this only, was the 
deſign of the author of No. 45 of the North Briton, a due con- 
ſideration of circumſtances muſt, at this day, convince every 
impartial and unprejudiced perſon: I ſay, the author of that 
paper, not Mr. Wilkes; becauſe I am fully fatisfied, from the 
information of perſons of the greateſt veracity, and poſſeſſed of 
the beſt means of knowing the truth, that Mr. WORE was not 
the author of it. 
I ſhall examine ſo much only of that paper, as. concerns the 
point I deſign to prove. The writer's zeal for the honour of 
his prince could not but ſuggeſt to him the moſt acrimonious 
terms, when ſpeaking of the wicked and deceitful miniſter. This, 
doubtleſs, made him expreſs himſelf thus: © This week has 
<< given the public the moſt abandoned inſtance of Min1STERIAL 
*-EFFRONTERY ever attempted to be impoſed on mankind. And the 
| next 
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No. 45, is not yet determined, I have 1 been led to 
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next propoſition ſhews, that he conſidered the ſpeech from the 


_ throne as it is always treated; that i is, upon the principle of 
being the miniſter's only: namely, e Mix IsT PRS Srrren 


/ laſt Tueſday is not to be paralleled in the annals of this country.” 
The following ſentence evidently proves, that his indignation 


was againſt the miniſter, for having impoſed on his prince, as 


well as on the people: his words, are, “I am in doubt whether 
« the mmpoſition i is greater on the Sovereign, or the nation.” The 


high veneration he has for the King appears in a ſtrong light in 


the next words : ** Every friend of his country muſt lament, that 
* a prince of ſo many great and amiable qualities, whom England 
e truly reveres, can be brought to give the ſanction of his ſacred 

* name to the moſt odious meaſures, &c."—Then, after lamenting 

that ſurprizey the author of the North Briton quotes that para- 
graph, to which he applies the words infamous fallacy. And 
I will appeal to every candid and unprejudiced man of ſenſe in 
England, whether it is not only a very illiberal, but a very 
abſurd conſtruction of thefe words, to ſuppoſe them an InsvLT 
upon Majeſty, in almoſt the . ſame breath which expreſſed the 


higheſt duty and reſpect towards him. It would be juſt as good 
ſenſe, as if a man ſhould addreſs his prince thus: ; 


SIR, 

England truly reveres you, hs your many great 4 amiable 
qualities ; but you have impoſed an infamous fallacy upon your people. 
None but a lunatic could write thus : it is like the idea of a 
piece of red-hot ice; one part of the notion deftroys the other. 
And yet, this is hardly ſo abſurd as the conſtruction put by the 
Favourite's party upon that paſſage in the North Briton. They 


have put the writer's words upon the rack, and have tortured 


his ſenſe into a moſt horrible appearance. 

But, ſuppoſing that the paſſage had really been amblovous, 

and admitted of two interpretations, the moſt favourable con- 
Reudhion ought to have been given it; becauſe it is moſt worthy 
of liberal and generous minds, always to. conſtrue a doubtful 
point to the advantage, not the injury, of another. 

If the ſpeech from the throne were deemed the ſovereign's, 
it would be injuſtice ta charge the miniſter with any thing con- 
tained in it. But, by our conſtitution, if the ſovereign be ſur- 
prized into a falſhood, the miniſter is alone culpable, and alone 
reſponſible for it. This fingle argument ſufficiently proves, 
ve. the ſpeech is the miniſter's : and conſequently, that the 
fallacy charged by the North Briton upon the ſpeech, points full 
at the miniſter 3 neither is it in the power of words, more ex- 
plicitly and diſtinctly to level againſt a miniſter, a charge of a 


fallacy impoſed on bis fovereign. Therefore the proper and 
0 genuine 
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genuine title-of the North Briton No. 45 ought to have been, 
A detection of a fallacy impoſed by the miniſter upon bis ſovereign and 
the nation. e 
But, with regard to this matter, as it concerns Mr. Wilkes; 
time has advanced a reinforcement of argument in his favour. 
For, at this day we know what is the ſenſe of the main body of 
the nation, concerning the proſecution againſt him: by the 
main body of the nation, I underſtand the electors of members 
of parliament. The electors for Middleſex have choſen him: 
and thoſe of every other independant county, city, and borough 


in England, except where gratitude had pre-engaged them to 


their old patriot-members, would as freely have given him their 
voices, as the freeholders cf Middleſex. And what is all this 


for? is it becauſe he inſulted his fovereign ; or is diſaffected 


to his family? or, is it becauſe he has practiſed againſt the 
ſtate !——No: they conſider themſelves as the only ſupports of 
his Majeſty's family and government, and love their prince as 
the father of his people; and they eſteem Mr. Wilkes as a faith- 
ful ſubject of bis Majeſty; as a good citizen, and a martyr in 
the cauſe of liberty; and they are farther confident that he is well 


qualified, both in head and heart, for that important truſt, with 


which they have veſted him, the character of a member of par- 


| hament. Theſe are the declared ſentiments of the moſt 
numerous and reſpectable part of the people. Hence it is plain 


in what light they view the libel, which is charged upon him. 
And I muſt take upon me to ſay, that their ſentiments furniſh 
a moſt ſtrong and concluſive argument upon this point, worthy 
the attention of the greateſt men in the kingdom; for in number 
and property, his friends are greatly ſuperior, and in underſtand- 
ing they are not inferior, to any body of men in the nation, 


There is not a word in the Engliſh language, which occaſio- 


nally ſuffers a more ſophiſtical and ſcandalous abuſe, than the 
term Law. The laws are the ſupreme power of theſe realms : 


they preſerve to us all our civil and religious rights; and we hold | 


them ſacred, and revere them, becauſe under the ſhadow of their 
wings they protect our perfons and property. The corruption 
of the law, that is, the tricking, over-reaching, chicane of law, 
is alſo called law: but is, in reality, oppreffion and fraud, under 
the maſk of juſtice. By chicane of law, many honeſt men are 
abridged of their liberty; and many are defrauded of their 


eſtates; and their families are conſigned to beggary and ruin: 


and yet, it bears the awful name of law, and, like the Diana of 
Epheſus, is ſet up as an object of worſhip by thoſe who find 
their account in it. But the generous advocate for juſtice 


P . . 0 o . y o . 
ſcorns it: and the upright judge, will, in the magnanimous 


integrity 
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integrity of his heart, break the teeth of that pernicious ſerpent, 
when it rears its head before him : remembering, that as the 
king's throne is eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs, his ſeat is eſtabliſhed 
in righteous judgment : and that it is the glory of a judge, his 
indiſpenſible duty, to preſerve it in its purity: ſtrengthening all 
with that moſt awful reflection, that he himſelf muſt one day 
ſtand before a tribunal, trembling with wiſhes, that mildneſs 
and clemency may direct the ſentence of his judge. 
It is as clear as the ſun in the firmament, in which kind of law 
Mr. Wilkes is trammelled. And I will appeal to mankind, 
whether the experience of each ſucceſſive day, from every part 
of the Kingdom, does not prove it to be the ſentiment of the 
main body of the nation, that this proſecution is a SACRIFICE | 
. hos the worſhippers of that Moloch, the Favourite. 


 ANGLO- BRITANNUS. 


To the Author of te NORTH BRITON. 
8 1 R, 


HI 5 extract from a manuſcript which has lain by me 
ſeveral years, may, perhaps, not improperly, find a place 
in your paper at this juncture. I am, SIR, 


Your friend and ſervant, 
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Tuz FALL or $0LOMON. A Tracrpy. 


ACT I. SCENE I. A Room of State. 
Orr, one e of the Omrah, or Princes of the T ribes 3 Narnav 
the STOR 


- Tell thee. N athan,- 
Tis impoſſible! 
Ihe baſe and fabric of our preſent dem 
Is ſo removed from Heaven's high deſign, 
Our Menarchy from your Theocracy ſo wide, 
So oppòſite, that they will never meet. 
NATH AN. 
Howe'er, my lord, the grievances now felt, 
May well and eaſily be ſoon removed, 
And ſome more near approaches ſtill be made 
To Heaven's high deſign, and Reaſon's rule. 


*. 0 La ty 
aro. ae oor N . 
— <7 Aa. Dave — — 
— * 
Pe "4d 
— — — a — 
3 8 
— — —— — — 
—_ weep wal — — — — _ 
* 


O MRI. 


No. 53. Tue NORTH BRI T O N. 319 
O MRI. 
The grievances complain'd of ſoon will ceaſe; 
For uſe will make them leſs and leſs perceiv d; 
Mean time they ſerve to anſwer our main purpoſe; 
The reſtleſs ſpirits of the male- contents 
Are broke by theſe, and taught to own the bit; 
Relax the reins, and they more reſtive grow, 
9 their weak rider, and refuſe t obey. 
15 N AT HX N.,. 
But Hrael's ſons, my lord, are daily taught, 
Their /aws were given to free them from the yoke 
Of ſervile bondage, and tyrannic ſway. 
. 
Thoſe laws oblige them to obey their King, 
And kingly power can never be confin'd 
By the ſcant limits of the people's will ; 
But muſt for ever ſpread—till over all 
It reigns ſupreme.—Thus hath Heaven ordain' d. 
NATHAN. 
Thus 'twas foretold indeed by the great Seer T, 
That impious folly national ſhould feel 
The dire effects of ſacrilegious pride, 
And foul rebellion gainſt the King of Kings ! 1 
. | 
"Tis juſt then to fulfil the prophet's threat, 
And make the rebels tamely to ſubmit 
Their necks to every yoke for Conſcience-ſake. 
Let this be taught with moſt affiduous zeal, 
That they may learn to bear the fated burden 
Which they were born t' endure, — nor ſtill complain, 
And make their burden greater by their crimes. 
e 
Let bireling priefts preach thus—who 3 to lie, 
Falſe to their king, their country, and their God ! 
MELT. 
And can ft thou dare to aid Sedition's cry 
With maxims that ſubvert all government? 
NAT HAN. 
Not fo, my lord, nor fach the ſacred text, 
Howe'er perverted from its proper aim, 
By ſuch as would indeed fibvert the ſtate, 
In hopes of mari: refuge midſt the ruins 
. 
Sure there's no danger now ? 
NATHAN: 
Indeed, my lord, there is. 
. 
How know'ft chou that? 


+ Samuel, Book I. Ch. viii. 
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NATHAN. | 
hear the nation's cries; with one conſent 

All loud exclaim againſt the Fee, 

They ſee the weakneſs of the ſanbedrim, 


They know their wants, and will not yield them aid: 
Thus firm they ſtand, enforc'd by thoſe 


Whoſe patriot. zeal, or intereſt, fears, or hopes, | 
| Have won them to eſpouſe the common cauſe, 


And join the people's great majority. 


$ GOM N T 
But can they know their FATS or ceaſe to fear | 


And tremble at the terror of our laws? 


NATHAN. 
Such laws as contradict the law; ſupreme, 


And make the people's weal the ſport of power, 


They have been taught to ſpurn with Dy hate, 
Nor fear to treat as traitors to their truſt. 
„„ 
Now ; by the altar ! | thou haſt eben well, 
And well haſt ſhewn thy zeal for liberty. 
But thou ſhalt ſee the mobbing flaves retire 


With ſudden panic from the dreaded power 


Of military bands. wad at command 
To enforce obedience. 
2514 + "50 A T H A N. 

They fear not force, but fraud; for well they * Ow 


Thoſe military bands are in fact their own, 


With the whole hireling croud of penſioners, | 


Off placemen, officers, and all their train, 0 
Whene'er their power ſuperior ſtands confeſs d. 


| O MRI. 
Thou Joſt n not now pretend to vrophety 2 ? 
NAT HAN. 
Mere human 5 8 may predict the fate 


Of kingdoms. When their glory is eclipſed 


By lawleſs power, and /egal tyranny, 
Deſtructive to all induſtry, and right: 


When howling want, and loud lament of Woes 


And Lows divine l- 


Aſſault our ears from every fide amain: _ 
When Miſery and Madneſs multiply 

Their thouſands and ten thouſands in the ſtreets: 
When midnight miſchiefs, and the horrid train 
Of crimes unnam'd with proud Yenality, 

Stalk, giant-like, ——— e, 


2 — 2 0 1 continued. 4 
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to figure away in this paper, and fine work they have 


made of it! One of them has had the honour of having his 


erformance read and criticiſed in the court of King's-Bench ; 
though I dare ſay he would rather have ſubmitted it to any 


other court of criticiſm in the kingdom. For, as Paul Whitehead 


fays, 
8 
Or ſpecial juries, judges of the wit? 


Nay, nothing would ſatisfy my publiſher but he too muſt turn 


author, and have a paper in the North Briton. He has one; and 


what has been the conſequence ? Why, the ſame compliment 


has been paid to his paper as to that of my correſpondent ; and 
He has likewiſe had the additional honour of being ſent (as the 
roverb ſays) to a better, at leaſt to a ſtronger, houſe than ever 
bis father built: in plain terms, he has been committed to 

Nowgate. 3 
All this, I own, is very right; for how could either my 
correſpondent or my publiſher preſume to publiſh facts, which 
had been repeatedly publiſhed in all the news- papers in the 
kingdom ? Eſpecially too at a time, when, it is well known, the 
| 5 5 miniſtry 


” IR ſome weeks paſt I have allowed my correſpondents 
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miniſtry were employing every means to mitigate the ſentence 
_ againſt Mr. Wilkes, and indeed, if poſſible, to prevent any 
ſentence being pronounced againſt him at all. For what elſe 
could be the meaning of thoſe numerous p—y- c——1s, which 
were held about fix weeks ago, and at which a certain noble lord 
always aſliſted, and after which he had always a long private 
conference with his — . 

Some factious ſpirits, I confeſs, are of a different opinion, 
and aſſert, that the intention of theſe p—y-c Is was direct- 
ly the reverſe:; and that their only end was to conſider how 
levere a puniſhment they could inflict upon Mr. Wilkes, con- 
ſiſtent with their own ſafety. But that this inſinuation is ab- 
ſolutely falſe and groundleſs, will be evident to any one who 
reflects how apt our miniſters have been, during the whole pro- 
greſs of this affair, to embrace mild and moderate meaſures. 
Did they not, at the very beginning, iffue a general warrant, ap- 
-parently with no other view than to give Mr. Wilkes any op- 
portunity of eſcaping amidſt the general confuſion ? And when 
he was ſo fooliſh as not to take that hint, and they were after- 
wards obliged to apprehend him, did they not fend him to the 
Tower, not for the ſake of cloſer confinement, but purely by way 
of compliment; and debar him the uſe of pen, ink and paper, 
not to hinder him from correſponding with his friends, but 
merely from the ſame motive, which induces us to keep 
Yangerous weapons out of the hands of children and madmen ? 

Imagining now, and . doubtleſs very juſtly, that he was re- 
duced to ſuch a ſtate of deſpair, that he might probably be 
guilty of the horrid crime of ſuicide, which our caſuiſts have 
 «efined to be the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, which can never 
be forgiven; in order to prevent him from committing ſuch. 
zn unpardonable crime, and thus murdering his ſoul as well 
as his body, they employed a Dun, a Forbes, a T—, and above 
all the famous Target-man, to fave him from ſuch a cruel di- 
lemma. And when Mr. Wilkes, not choofing to accept this 
laſt ſa vour, this coup de grace, from the M, thought pro- 
per to retire into France, the ſame worthy friends procured a 
{ſentcnce of outlawry to be pronounced againſt him, which, not- 
_ withſtanding the terrible idea annexed to this word by ſome ig- 
norant perſons, meant no more, in the preſent caſe, than a per- 
miſſion to travel for a few years, or, if he had a mind, during the 
whole remaining part of his life. For the miniſtry, appre- 
hending that Mr. Wilkes might imagine, from the falſe re- 


preſentations of ſome turbulent ſpirits, that they had treated 


him with all the cruelty of ſome old Ruſſian tyrants — who 
permitted none of their ſubjects to travel without an expreſs 
order, and that granted but for a limited time-—were willing 
to ſhew him, that whatever truth there might be in the firſt of 
theſe accuſations, there could be none in the laſt ; for that, 
if it ſuited his convenience, he might travel for ever. 
Mr. Wilkes, however, (ſuch was his ingratitude !) rejected 
even this freſh offer of friendſhip from the miniſtry, and ſpurn- 
TR 5 ing 


TRE NORTH BRITON. 3323 


ing the permiſſion which had been granted him to travel, re- 
turned, uncalled, to his native country ; where the miniſtry 
offended, as might naturally be ſuppoſed, at the ill reception 
he had given to their former proffers of kindneſs, ſuffered him, 
for ſome time, to remain in obſcurity : but the moment they 
began to. take notice of him, they did it with ſuch marks of 
honour and diſtinction, as had hardly ever before been ſhewn 
even to crowned heads. He was lodged in one of the beſt, at 
leaſt in one of the ſecureſt, houſes belonging to his M 
troops of barſe and companies ef foot were appointed to 00 
him, and his reception into his new dwelling was celebrated 
with repeated feus de joie. 

Mr. Wilkes, therefore, has not been treated wich neglect : 
and how can he ſay he has been treated with ſeverity ? He 
affirms, indeed, in his addreſs to the Freeholders of the county 
of Middleſex, that his ſentence is ſevere. But how, in 
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G- d's name! will he prove that? Will he ſay, that his ſentence 


is arbitrary, and depended upon the diſcretion of the ; and 
that he might as eafily have been condemned to a fine of roo. 


and to two months impriſonment, as to a fine of 1000/. and to 


two years impriſonment ? If he ſhould ſay ſo, the truth of the 
aſſertion cannot, indeed, be denied: but then he ought to con- 
der, that a milder ſentence could not have been paſſed upon 
him without endangering the public peace, while the whole 
nation is ſo highly enraged againſt him, and in truth is pro- 
voked to the laſt degree, that the ſentence paſſed upon him, is 
ſo very gentle. And as a milder ſentence could not have been 


paſſed upon him without endangering the public peace, ſo nei- 


ther could it without violating the principles of equity. 


Had he, indeed, attacked any of the Engliſh nobility, who, 


as Sir Archy M*Sarcaſm ſays, are all ſprung from ſugar-casks 


and rum-{uncheons, there would have been no greater matter: 


inſtead of being puniſhed, he might, perhaps, have been re- 
warded. But to attack ſo great, fo eminent, and ſo illuſtrious 
2 perſonage as the E. of B. deſcended, and that too legitimately, 
from thole jure divino Kings, the princes of the Stuart-line ! the bare 


idea is enough to fill every loyal breaſt with the higheſt indig- 


nation. Let him remember the fate of Prynne, Baſtwick, and 


Burton, felicitate himſelf on his late narrow eſcape, and trem- 
ble at the thought of committing ſuch an enormity for the 


future. 

As to the length of his — I think it is no great 
hardſhip. How many of the miniſters, thoſe worthy friends 
(or, as perhaps he would call them, thoſe crucl perſecutors) of his 
are confined with the gout? Now let him only imagine (and 


what more eaſy?) that he is confined with the gout; and then 


he and his perſecutors are quite uppn a level. As to his fine of 
a 1000. I wiſh it had been 10,000. His friends, I believe, 
would have made no ſcruple to pay it; and the Civil Lift, I am 
ſure, ſtands greatly in need of it. 


But I muſt have a few ſtrokes more at this drake, of his, 


which, indeed, is ſo replete with curious matter, that it might 
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apt texts for a dozen of political diſcourſes. He ſays, that in 
the whole progreſs of miniſterial vengeance againſt him for ſeveral 


years, he has ſhewn to the conviction of all mankind, that his enemies, 


(that is the miniſters) have trampled on the laws God help 
him! poor man! Is he yet to learn that /aws were made to be 
trampled on by miniſters : that they were intended only to bind 
the weak, not the ſtrong; to be obſerved by the people, not 
by their rulers: and that they exactly reſemble a ſpider's web, 
which is ſufficient to catch ſmall flies, but is eafily broke 
through by large ones. If he is yet to learn this leſſon, he is 
very unfit to be a member of the legiſlature ; and I would ad- 
viſe the Freeholders of the county of Middleſex immediately 
to chooſe another repreſentative in his room. 

He further ſays, that he is determined to carry on the pro- 
ſecution againſt lord Halifax; and (I ſuppoſe he means) to re- 
cover damages. If this be his intention, I would earneſtly in- 
treat him to deſiſt from his deſign. For by whom will thoſe 
damages, if he ſhould be able to recover them, be finally paid? 
By lord Halifax, will he ſay? He knows the contrary. By whom 
then? I need not tell him. The Civil Liſt, it is certain, is al- 


ready in arrears to the incredible amount of 600,000). and is 


little able to bear any additional burden. So that, ſhould he 


be able to obtain damages, which I very much doubt, he 


himſelf will be obliged to contribute to their payment; and 


he will be reduced, in ſome meaſure, to the condition of the 


miſer, who ſtole, with one hand, what he had gained with the 
other. Let him therefore, as he would with to preſerve the 


character of a man of ſenſe, and a friend to his country, give 
over all thoughts of a proſecution againſt lord Halifax. - 


But the particular part of Mr. Wilkes's addreſs, which diſ- 


pleaſes me moſt, is that where he ſays, © That he is determined 
„ Never to accept from the crown either place, penſios, gratuity, 


or emolument of any kind.” For this declaration I am ex- 
tremely ſorry ; as (to compare great things with ſmall) I think 

Mr. Wilkes has as good, if not a better, right to a penſion, than 
Dr. Shebbeare, who now enjoys one—luch is L. B—'s regard 

for the friends of liberty—of two or three hundred a year. Dr. 
Shebbeare, it is well known, is a tborough-paced Tory, or rather a 
rank TFacobite : Mr. Wilkes, on the contrary, is a ſtaunch and 


tried Whig. Dr. Shebbeare has wrote againſt the Revolution, 


the Proteſtant Succeſſion, the Brunſwick family, and againſt all 


the rights and privileges of the people: Mr. Wilkes has ſhewn 
himſelf a ſtrenuous advocate of every one of theſe, and has 
done and ſuffered more for their defence and ſupport, than any 
other man for this century paſt and upwards. I ſhould there- 
fore think, that, as the Brunſwick family is ſtill upon the throne, 


Mr. Wilkes's pretenſions are rather better founded than thoſe of 


Dr. Shebbeare. But Mr. Wilkes is a much better politician than 
Jam, and much better acquainted with the ſpirit of the times; 


and I, therefore, leave him to the guidance of his own 


A DriaLoG uE 
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A DiaLocus between a CourTier and a ParTrtoT, 


A FRAGMENT. Tranſlated from the Chineſe, | 


Courtier. \ HAT, Sir, can be the cauſe of the preſent 
diſſatisfaction of the people: 

Patriot. Their diſſatisfaction, Sir, is owing to a variety of 
cauſes: but the two principal ſeem to be, the uncertainty of the 
law in ſome eſſential points, and the inſupportable load of the 
blic taxes. 

Courtier. Whence, Sir, can ariſe this uncertainty of the law? 
Patriot. It is owing, Sir, to the capricious detail of an arbitrary 


diſpoſition, which ſets up its own caprice in the place of law, and then 


makes the law as vague and uncertain as that very caprice it- 
ſelf: it is owing to a poor puſillanimity, that, with ſolicitude, 
is ever inventing ve ſnares to entangle civil liberty: it is owing to 
the pride and jealouſy of power, which never thinks it can 
make itſelf ſufficiently felt: and, in ſhort, is owing to the vain 
deſire of ſuperintending a multiplicity of minute objects, which 
would all work themſelves clear, and be properly adjuſted, with- 
out any ſuch ſuperintendence. Nor, Sir, in theſe circum- 
ſtances, is it, in the leaſt, ſurprizing, that the ſubje& thould be ſo 
often refractory to the authority of government. For while the 


laws, which limit and abridge the liberty of the people, are ever 


expounded with rigour, thoſe, on the other hand, which favour 


natural freedom, receive too often a negli gent, a Ee con- 


 firuftion. 
Courtier. You ay, Sir, that the public taxes are by far too 
heavy; but you do not conſider, that if the people are left too 
much at their eaſe, they grow, by a ET conſequence, 
lazy, arrogant, rebellious, and untractable. 

Patriot. Gracious Heaven! will aſſuring to men the fruits of their 


labour, give them an averſion from induſtry? Will men become 


rebels, becauſe their happineſs is ſecured and promoted? But 


the fear is, that they will prove arrogant? Alas! I know, that 


little tyrants would be glad to ſee them crouch like flaves under the 


nar s laſh. But I would deſire to know, to whom ſhould the 


ſubject bend, while his conduct is free from reproach or guilt ? 
There is no power on earth, but that of the /aws and of the 
legal ſovereign, to which an honeſt member of ſociety owes 


any deference. I would aſk further, will uſurpation be as ſure 


of having obedience paid to it, as will that mild authority, 


which creates for itſelf a kind of paternal empire over the hearts 


of men, by works of beneficence, and by generous deeds that 


call for gratitude, affection and eſteem ? Believe me, I know 
the character of the people: they are not what they are =—— 


ſented. Are they diſpirited, nay diſaffected? It is owing to their 
grievances. Is their temper ſoured ? and are they grown re- 


luctant to command? It is becauſe they find themſelves for 


ever acquiring, and never ſure of 8 In ſober ſadneſs, 
this is the truth; but it 1s diſguiſed with art: deſigning men 
dogmatize on the ſubject, and they endeavour to give their 
falſhood the air and ſanction of appearing ſyſtematical. The 
principle upon which they ground themſelves is, that the 


race Ul man lives in ad to a very 2 port of the 1 ectes, 
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and that the world was made for the uſe of OO and a few 
leading men. 

Ceurtier. It is an inconceivable pride, and yet a pride too 
common to the human mind. 

Patriot. Not ſo common as you imagine: we hear it indeed of- 
ten, but it is from men who are acting a part: it is a ſort of para- 
dox in politics, that never had one ſincere believer. I will venture 
to ſay, there never yet exiſted a perſon of common ſenſe, however 
eminent his ſtation, who, upon a comparative view of himſelf, and 

the people who ſupport, who nouriſh, and defend him, did not 

| ſhrink back with humility into himſelf : for he feels his imbecillity, 
| | his neceſſities, and his ſtate of dependance. His pride is a 
| 1 maſk, a mere aſſumed character; but the miſchief is, he is ſo 
practiſed in the character, that he has learned to pay it well, 
| | and to impoſe upon his audience. 
ES Courtier. It muſt be owned, indeed, that the people are rather 
þ | too much deprefled : but happily little is wanting to that race 
| of men, enured as they are to penury and labour Beyond the 
excitements of appetite and the firſt wants of nature, their am- 

bition never riſes: let them ot bread, and they have content 
along with it. 

Patriot. To fay the truth, Sie, one would i imagine that you 
had lived your days in courts, for you are maſter of the 
language. What you have now advanced rings for ever in the 
ear of a prince, that he may be the more readily induced to pil- 
lage his people, and that he may do it without remorſe. The 

5 people, it is true, have not the inordinate wants which luxury 
bas created in the higher ranks of life; and therefore, they are 
more likely to be reaſonable in their complaints and their de- 
mands. In the court- dictionary, to want the neceſſaries of life, 
implies the want of ability to maintain r᷑πwenty uſeleſs horſes, and 
as many idle drones in livery : in the honeſt meaning of the ſimple 
| labourer and mechanick, it is to want wherewithal to nouriſh a 
poor old father, bending under years and infirmities ; to rear a 
little race of infants, whoſe feeble arms are yet unfit for work; 
and to comfort a virtuous. wife, who is either breeding or nurſing 

a new ſubject of the ſtate. 

Courtier. But, Sir, will you not alles: that there are times 
of public calamity, when government may exert a diſpenſing 

power, and fate neceſſity is then the law which Oy new 

burthens and taxes on the people ? 115 
Peäatriot. No, Sir, I will never allow it. To that / zate e 

I am a perfect ſtranger: : the occaſion for that dif] oth power 
I have never yet ſeen. But to repreſent things in their true light; 

do you know where the miſchief lies, that makes the honeſt 

labourer and mechanick groan in miſery ? It reſts with that ſupe- 
vior claſs, as it is called, «who paſs away the hours in idleneſs and riot. 
by them the whole burden is thrown upon honeſt induſtry. 
They reap almoſt all the advantages of the civil union; and 
yet contribute the leaſt to its ſupport : they do nothing for the 
ſtrength and dignity of the government, which gives them ſo 

much eaſe and enjoyment. They repay nothing for the benefits 
they receive; and yet in their caſe it ſeems a privileged, an 
honourable infolvency. 
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oppoſite Duzham-Yard, in the Strand; where Letters to the Nox rH-BRITOx are received. 


NORTH BRITON, 


N U M B E R LV. 


n 


— 


The fame of families is all a cheat, 
Tis pers nal virtue only makes men great. 
A Man or kur. 


** 


SATURDAY, 2 2, 1768 


ee DUTT 


_— 


T the Right Honourable THOMAS HARLEY, th; 


Lo! TE CiTY or Lon pon. 
Mv Lond, 


ſurely one of the moſt ſevere and inſupportable. 


Your Lordſhip's anceſtor, the great earl of Oxford, could he be 


called to earth again, would confirm to you this a: nor could 
a more competent, or a more unexceptionable witneſs, you 


muſt acknowledge, be produced, to ſatisfy you in this parti- 


cular, if you entertained the leaſt. doubt of it, as you could 
never ſuſpect the teſtimony and veracity of that man, from whom 


you hold your preſent greatneſs and honour ; and who might 


well inform you, that the generality of men, at leaſt thoſe of 
ſpirit, would prefer the grave to ſuch a fituation. _ 
Thoſe who know not the miſeries and hardſhips of a priſon, 
but by Hearſay, are little affected by the moſt ſtriking 
picture that can be given of them. When our neighbours or 
acquaintance hear that ſuch a man, or ſuch a one by name, is caſt 
into priſon, the common anſwer is, Poor man!] I am ſorry for him; 


and with ſome ſuch vague expreſſion of concern, he is thought 


of no farther : whilſt the — 3 the object of 


| | miniſterial 


To be continued every Saturday. Price Two-pence Halfpenny. 


MONG ST the many wretched and deplorable ſtates, to 
which the life of man is ſubjected, that of imprifoument | is 
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mimiſterial vengeance alone —for, my Lord, I ſpeak not here of 
frattors, murderers, or robbers of the public—with his helpleſs 
wife and children, are conſigned to miſery, his ſubſtance 
waſted, his. ſhop and trade abandoned, and the yet unborn 
involved in the common ruin. It would therefore, my Lord, 
in ſome degree be neceſſary that we ſhould all be immured in 
our turns, in order to be truly ſenſible of the diſtreſſes attend- 
ing the loſs of liberty. 

Though your Lordſhip is now at the head of the. city, as your 
celebrated anceflor once was at the head of the fate, you are no 
more exempt from the danger of confinement, than his lordſhip 
was, in the moſt brilliant days of his 8 nar e admini- 
Ae 2 

When be was as playing off the family of the Stuarts againſt the 
family of Brunſwick ; and the famuly or opts 4 aged againſt , 7Pat 


of the Stuarts: 


When he was jobbing with his miſtreſs; and fecretly contracting 
with France, —for contracts, you know, are often more beneficial 
than vx eee bring over the Pregendeſs and place the crown 
upon his head : | 

When he was playing faſt and looſe with one of hs beſt 


Kings that ever held the ſeepter of England, George the Firſt ; 


and the beir-apparent of its crown, George the Second, ſucceſſor to his 


royal father's throne, and to his virtues ; virtues ore as an in- 
heritance to his children, ever dear to this nation: 

When, with the ſame breath, he blew hot and cold, on hes 
important e as beſt * anſwer his views of iucereſt 
and ambition: 


When he would have deſtroyed the nn by opening 
the door at Powr5s-houſe—to which the Pretender was ſecretly 
conducted, for the more ſecretly carrying on the conferences, 


neceſſary for bringing about the grand affair—in as to open 
the door to the throne : 
When, with another 8 WER by his artfol da. 
had a pardon in each pocket, one from King George the F irſt, 
and the other from the Pretender, he laboured in the ſame 
vineyard, to the ſame purpoſe : = 


When, to deceive the public, and ſtifle the ſuſpicions which 


this affair gave birth to, and to draw his own neck out of the 


collar, he cauſed the Queen to iffue a proclamation, with a re- 
ward for apprehending the ſaid Pretender, after he was gone 
away, and that he knew he was fate landed on the en en 


and out of danger: 


When, in fine, by his political frhemes; and the ee 


he purſued, he had left the nation in a ſtate of ruin; from 


which it was happily recovered, and the preſent illuſtrious 


family eſtabliſhed on the throne, in ſpight af every oppoſition, 


w the glorious efforts of the prejent duke of Newcaſtle, 5 
e 
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the noble dukes, lords, me others of ſteady eee 
ples. 
lt is no wonder, my "ary that, for crimes like theſe, 
he ſuffered a tedious - impriſonment: : and if his puniſh- 
ment was not adequate to them—without ſpeaking of thoſe 
which regarded the peace of Utrecht—it was only owing 
to political reafons, and to the clemency of a moſt merciful 
ſovereign. Hence it is that I venture to ſay, that you, my Lord, 
may live long enough to experience alſo a confinement, juſt or 
unjuſt; when your tranſitory title, which paſſes away with the 
ſummer ſeaſon, ſhall be no more; and taſte the bitter fruits with 
which a priſon is ever attended, as I do, for what I think no 
reaſonable impartial man can judge to be a crime 1 the 
laws of God, or thoſe of my country. 
If this, my Lord, ſhould ever be your caſe, 1 I at liberty, 
as I expect to be in a little time—for the moſt ſevere accuſer, 
my own conſcience, cannot charge me with any offence ; nor 
was I, or any of my family, ever brought before judge or jury, 
to the beſt of my knowledge, till I was lately ſummoned before 
lord Mansfield for publiſhing the North Briton, No. 50, 
ſetting forth what his Lordſhip had publickly declared in open 
court; and for which I am now, as I apprehend, illegally de- 
_ tained a prifoner in Newgate, contrary to that protection 
which the eſtabliſhed laws of my country afford, by a method 
which begins to render the liberty of the ſubjef as precarious, 
J think, as if under the INQUISITION of Spain, or the POLICE 
of Paris: an oppreſſion ſo grievous and dangerous to every in- 2 
dividual, that it may be truly ſaid to en the ſecond volume 
of Tyranny and Deſpotiſm.— 
1 fay, my Lord, ſhould you ever fall into ſuch a dilemma, 
as I have above mentioned, you ſhall not ſay you was in 
priſon and I viſited you not. Yes, my Lord, I will viſit you, 
but it ſhall be as a chriſtian, and not as a ſavage or a barba- 
rian: not to inſult you with abuſe, and augment your diſtreſs. 
Believe me, my Lord,. that though I am a tradeſman, T am 
more a gentleman, and, I hope, more a chriſtian and an honeſt 
man, than to be capable of adding trouble to the troubled, or 
heaping afflictions on the afflicted. 
It is the reverſe of ſuch a procedure in your Lordſhip's late 
behaviour towards me, that obliges me to give the particulars 
of it to the public, to judge of your cruelty, and not to give 
. heed to falſe inſinuations; and it is to requeſt a diſcontinuance 
of your abuſe, and giving out what may be injurious to 
me, that I write this letter, whereby the public will be ac- 
quainted, that on the 15th day of Ja N your Lord- 
h ſhip, attended by ſome . e of the Committee for rebuild- 
ing Newgate, came to inſpect the place. 
On entering the Preſs-yard, Ea of the gentlemen had the 
: Humanity to defire to ſee me under confinement, and which I 
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believe ninety-nine in the hundred of honeſt and im partial | | 
Engliſhmen, will think cruel and unjuſt; ſince I deſire, that if I 
have been guilty of any offence, againſt the laws of my country, . 


I may, be tried for ſuch offence, by a legal jury of my own 
countrymen, the birth-right of every Engliſh ſubje& without 
exception; though it has hitherto been refuſed me, by ſuch 


influence, chicanery, or other artful methods, as Jam not yet 


able to account for. Power, and not juſtice, ſeems to direct the 
machine, that overturns, in its deſtructive courſe, every thing 


that would oppoſe its * Progreſs, to involve the kingdom 


in ruin. 


Thoſe gentlemen, I ſay, haviog: heard from. the priſoners i in 


the yard, that I was in my room up ſtairs, propoſed to come up 


to my chamber to ſee me, when you thought proper to prevent 
my receiving this favour, by telling them, I was very well 


« where I was, and that I deſerved to be hanged.” 


Theſe expreſſions of abuſe and cruelty were ſoon. echoed. to 
me by perſons who were aſtoniſhed, as coming from the mouth 
of authority. Alas! my Lord, what have I done to merit ſo hard 
a fate, or ſuch a falſe and ſcandalous accuſation, from the firſt 


magiſtrate of the firſt city of Europe, when I, and all my 
family, have ever lived. with a fair and unblemiſhed reputation. 


Could any thing be more injurious to me in my preſent condi- 
tion; and pernicious to my family and credit, or fatal to the buſi- 
neſs by which I acquire an honeſt livelihood for myſelf and thoſe - 
| whoſe dependence is upon me for their bread, than ſuch a de- 
claration from a perſon cloathed with the enſigns of juſtice and 
mercy, the latter of which is often extended to the greateſt cri- 


minals by the moſt rigorous judges of their unhappy fate: how 


muſt it be then with me, who am not charged with any crime of 
ſuch a nature? Would you, my Lord, hang a man firſt, and 


try him afterwards? This is not Old- Bailey law, you know. 
If thoſe gentlemen, or any of them, could or would have been 
of ſervice to me, or to my family, under the preſent diſtreſs, you 


effectually defeated the good deſign, and prevented me from 


laying hold of an opportunity of ſaying or doing what might 


de of importanse to me in my preſent ſituation, without ; at 


judice to your Lordfhip or any other perſon. 

I always underſtood that a priſon excited compaſſion i in 
every humane mind, for thoſe who are ſo unfortunate as to 
be confined within its walls: and that acts of cruelty and op- 
preſſion were not permitted even to the goaler or hangman. 
Why then, my Lord, this uncharitable and infamous declaration 


againſt me? Was it to prejudice me in. the good opinion of 


honeſt men, and that the pernicious report from your authority 
might be tranſmitted to many more, carrying with it thoſe 
impreſſions which biaſs weak minds, and are productive of maily 


evils, ſuch as may end in the ruin "of. an innocent perſon ?. -: 
Surely, 
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Surely, my Lord, you ought to have learned better things at 
the Old-Bailey, where you have preſided among the learned 
judges of the law, whoſe wiſdom, prudence and humanity, 
even to the moſt abandoned profligates and criminals, have al- 
ways protected ſuch wretches fiom heing treated with inſolence 
and opprobrious language, by thoſe to whoſe mercileſs care the 
miſerable culprits have been committed. 

Though I reſpe& your gown and authority, on whoſe back, 
or in whoſe hands ſoever they may be found—as I do all thoſe 
in authority under His Majeſty—l have nothing to fear from 
either, but in common with the reſt of my countrymen. The 


King, 'tis true, is the fountain of titles and honours, but God 


alone is the creator of men: and ſince we are all children of 
the ſame father, all the productions of the ſame hand, had 
that brotherly love exiſted among us, which is ſo ſtrongly re- 


commended by his holy word, all rancour and malice would 


ſoon be extinguiſhed, and harmony and benevolence ſucceed in 
their place. 


Can your Lordſhip imagine, that, had it been my misfor- 


tune to be brought to be tried at the Old-Bailey for any crime 
real or ſuppoſed, during the time of your being on the bench 


there, after ſuch a partial declaration as you have been pleaſed 


to make to my prejudice before-hand, I would not apply to 
that court, to oblige you to quit the bench and go aſide, that 
I might have a fair and impartial trial before wnprejudiced and 
upright judges, and aſſign my reaſons for ſuch application? 
Certainly I would, and ſhould bare little doubt of {pocreding : 


therein. 


How dees your Londihip ho. but others, from. the. like 
motives, may one day be compelled to do the tame, ſhould : 


you continue the like practice? 
I never did any thing that could offend your Lordſhip, un- 
leſs it was publiſhing a letter addreſſed to you, as any other 


| bookſeller or publiſher in London would have done in the like 


caſe: if this be the cauſe why you are ſo charitable as to give 
out, that I deſerve to be hanged—and, thank God, there is no 


other—you may as well hang the whole trade: but I am per- 


ſwaded that they, as well as myſelf—except your Lordſhip's 


bookſeller bid your Lordſhip defiance in this reſpect. For 


my own part, I am determined to encounter, though with 
feeble arms, the hardſhips of a priſon, before I will ſubmit 
to any thing contrary to the birth-right of a free-born Engliſh- 
man, ſtruggling, according to his beſt though weak efforts, 
for the preſervation of his own and his countrymen's /iberty : 
for if the preſs is reſtrained or intimidated, down falls the prop, 
on which our greateſt ſecurity reſts, and which has often ſaved 
the nation. 

The reproofs your lordſhip has . from the publick 


papers, and other writings, for your extraordinary and ever- 


memorable behaviour to one of the beſt friends that the royal 


family and this nation ever had, I mean Mr. Wilkes, would, 
Vimagined, have been a ſufficient admonition to your Lord- 
ſhip, 
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ſhiv, to lay aſide your ſentiments of revenge, and afford pro- 
, tection to me and others from meeting any unchatitable 
and unkind behaviour on this ſubject: but fince theſe things 
have . little effect, I muſt leave it to my unprejudiced coun- 
trymen to judge of the premiſes, and ſhall conclude with 
the following ſtory, which ſufficiently ſhews the fatal conſe- 
quences of a vindictive diſpoſition. Two brothers, about the 
your 1733» who had inliſted themſelves in a marching regi- 
ment, and were encamped on Strawberry Wood, near Wells, in 
Somerletſhire; ; the eldeſt had undeſignedly diſobliged his officer, 
who, from the dangerous paſſion of revenge, often treated the 
poor fellow with. ſeverity and abuſe: the younger brother, 
unable to remain an eye-witneſs of ſuch repeated injuries, de- 
ſerted; and being apprehended, was condemned to be ſhot. 
When the execution was appointed, the officer, to gratify his 
reſentment, directed that the elder brother ſhould be of the 
party who was to ſhoot: the convict. The poor man with 
tears expoſtulated againſt ſuch an unnatural fervice, begging 
that he mignt be excuſed, and another ſent in his ſtead; but 
all in vain. Such was the malignancy of the officer, chat he 
went with the file himſelf, to ſee that the elder brother did 
duty; and the ſignal being given to fire, he quickly turned 
his piece to the officer, and ſhot him dead; but the affair being 
repreſented to his Majeſty, he received a pardon. This was what 
the officer brought on himſelf by a vindictive temper. 
Without applying the ſtory, I will aſſure your Lordſhip, that 
'no' reſentment of mine ſhall ever excite me to any other ſtep, 
but to ſubmit my cafe to the public; and to tell them, that 
though I find myſelf ſenfibly injured by you in fo tender a 
Point, I am nevertheleſs your Lordfhip's 


Very H. umble Servant, 


Newgate, july 1, 1768. | 1 5 
V W. BIN GL E V. 


The Reader 18 intreated to Scud and correct the following 
flaſt Number: 
Page 321, line q, for the toit read bis wit 
line 11, for has one rend has bad 2 Ire. 
Page 322, line 3, for them read him. 
| line 17, for any read an. | 

Paze 323 line 21, from the bottom, for g. eater. read great. 

Last line of the ſame page, ſor might apt texts read might fur i 677 U texts. 
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XH E following papers were communicated to me by Mr. Mac Alleſter. [ 
They contain a ſtriking picture of the inſincerity of miniſterial promiſes, 


of the little regard gue our ſtateſmen often pay to the 3 


— 
> 


— — — 


be nation?” If any ef the facts ſhould be dweſtioned, Mr- Mae Allele js ftil 5.4 +24 1 Wl 


_ 


— — 


— 
—ͤ—ũ—Ie—ñ— — 


— . ES. . a2 4 
— * . 


alive, and, I dare ſay, is able to verify them. My only motive for inſerting them in 
this paper, is, to give a gentleman, who has been of ſome —and, if our great 
men had pleaſed, might have been of more—lſervice to the nation, an opportu= _ 
nity of appealing from the duplicity of miniſters to the juſtice of the public. —[t „„ 1 
is almoſt needleſs to premiſe, for it will appear from the: peruſal of the papers, I 
that they relate to an. invaſion, e "1 Ea; intended to have made;hpog this 
—  . iſland in 1762 -- and it is not to be doubted; but; that through the channel of this; Ms * 
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CE RTAIN it is, that I never intended troubling. your lordſhip further, af- _ | 
ter the laſt unkind treatment and injuſtice, you were pleaſed to ſhew me. 
However, from ſome circumſtances, which have lately happened, I determined 
with myſelf to make, once more, a new and refpeQful application to you, in which 
your own conſcience, as well as public juſtice---to which I appeal---muſt ap- 
prove of my conduct. It is to lay my petition before his Majeſty, and to obtain 
for me the recompence of the important ſervices I have had the. honour to render 
to him and the nation. wh VVV >” 
It appeary, from all the hiſtories of that period, that about the year 1727, the 
parliament gave 250,000/. to prevent a Swediſh invaſion... I muſt beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that that invaſion was neither ſo really intended; ſo formidable, or ſo dan» 
gerous, as that which my diſcoveries and Abi >ntec 
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ces prevented. For in this, the 
dieſigns of the enemy were not only to overturn the conſtitution, but actually to 
take away his Majeſty's ſacred life, and tlie lives of the Royal Family, if their 
deteſtable project could have ſucceeded; which I can prove by unqueſtionable 
facts, notwithſtanding all the artful #pretenGes; that may be made uſe of to 
the contrary, by*thoſe, who would den -or elude thé charge. But theſe particu- 
lars have not yet been communicated t the publick, becauſe the proper enquiry 
haas not been made from me. It is then engugh for me to ſay, in this place, that 
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All the deſigns of the enemy were defeat by my diſcoveries, and a peace con- 
e 2 | Notwithſtanding: | 
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Notwithſtanding your lordſhip's promiſes---two months after thoſe ſervices were 
performed by me---that his Majeſty would generouſly and liberally reward me, 
you was pleaſed to ſuffer the man, who was to pay me the trifle allowed for my 
ſubſiſtance, to deprive me of about 200 J. under pretence of maintaining me; 
whilſt I ſupported myſelf at my own expence, believing the money would be re- 
paid me. And then your lordſhip was pleaſed to order the remaining trifle of 
twenty-five ſhillings a week, to be taken from me, and that I ſhould be Eft to 
ſtarve---a pretty recompence for ſervices truly !---Mrs. M——, who preſerved. 
my papers, and came over by your lordſhip's approbation, expecting ſome pro- 
viſion for the ſervice, was left to periſh, and actually died for want. Theſe are 
facts; but how far conſiſtent with juſtice and equity, I muſt fubmit to your 
lordſhip's own conſcience. . . CD | 
From theſe unmerited cruelties, which you thought proper to inflict upon me, 
and from the little effect of the reiterated applications which I made to you for 
Juſtice and redreſs, I was forced to publiſh my caſe, in two volumes, ſetting forth 
in part the hiſtory of my ſervices, in which I avoided all marks of diſreſpect to 
your lordſhip. Many of the nobility, who peruſed theſe books, which have 
met with their higheſt approbation, expreſſed their concern at the ill uſage I 
have received: and I am now forced to write a third volume, which is prepar- 
ing for the preſs, and will be publiſhed next winter, containing facts, I believe, 
that cannot fail to move the moſt obdurate heart. Ne 5 
Permit me, my lord, to write to you as a gentleman and an honeſt man, 
without giving you offence; for I will never forfeit thoſe characters. Your 
lordſhip knows the clamours raiſed againſt you; but I have never as yet joined in 
any cry, nor have I-ever complained or applied to any man, but to your lordſhip, 
except to lord S———e, to whom I wrote laſt ſummer. I, therefore, beſeech 
your lordſhip to put an end to my diſtreſſes and complaints, and to obtain for 
me that recompence which my ſervices ſo juſtly merit. 5 . 
If your lordſhip ſhould be deaf to my entreaties, and are ſtill determined to 
diſtreſs me, pleaſe to ſend me the petition by Mr. J———-n; for I ſhall be obliged 
to publiſh it, together with this letter, which I would rather avoid. I will wait on 
Mr. J n at the Treaſury, to receive your lordſhip's commands. I have 
the honour to be, my lord, your lordſhip's moſt obedient, &.  _ 
„ ö . = OLIVER Mac ALLESTER. 
About a fortnight after this letter had been ſent, Mr. Mac Alleſter met Mr. 
n at the Nabe, and aſked, if his lordſhip would do any thing in his 
affair. Mr. J——n told him lord B--- would not meddle in any public buſi- 
neſs. Mr. Mac Alleſter ſaid, if that was the caſe---which, however, he did not 
at all believe---yet, by preſenting a petition to his Majeſty, or even recommend- 
ing it to the miniſter, the buſineſs would be done. n then adviſed Mac 
Alleſter to give one, himſelf, to one of the S-—s of S——; adding, he did 
not doubt, but that this method, which was the propereſt, would do. But no 
petition was returned by lord B-; and J— n then recommended it to Mac 
Alleſter, to ſpeak to Sir J—h Y-——e;..to which Mac Alleſter anſwered, 
that he had kept Sir h in the dark, with regard to his diſcoveries, which 
had diſpleaſed him; and that, as he knew nothing of the. buſineſs, but what he 
might have heard, ſince Mac Alleſter's arrival, and Prey his promiſe with 
reſpect to defeating the enemy's deſigns, it would be uſeleſs to apply to Sir 
J——h. J ——-n then repeated the propriety of applying to the S-——y of S----, 
and though Mac Alleſter ſuſpected it was one of thoſe old, hackney, miniſterial 
turns for delay or diſappointment, which are too often practiſed, he at the ſame 
time imagined it might be a fetch of lord B---'s, by which Mac Alleſter might 
obtain ſomething from the miniſter to ſtop his mouth, without his Iordſhip's ap- 
bearing therein; and therefore he had a mind to try the experiment, and follow 
in's advice. On which Mac Alleſter got a like petition made out and 
copied, which he incloſed in the following letter, and ſent it to. lord S——e, _ 


Letter from Mr. Mac ALLESTER to LoRD S------E, dated April 29, 1768. 
My 'Loxrn, 75 „ | : 


4 


HAVE the honour to incloſe to your Jordſhip my petition, ſupplicating 
your lordſhip to lay it before his Majeſty, and begging leave at the ſame 
time to acquaint you, that I had the honour to ſend, lately, a petition to the ſame 
Purport to lord B, praying him to the ſame effect; but that on Tueſday having 
waited on a gentleman, by whom I expected the honour of an anſwer, he told 
me his lordſhip did not meddle in public affairs; and then deſired me to preſent 
my petition to the S------ "> | | 

t is from this circumſtance, that I beg leave to trouble your lordſhip, whoſe 
diſtinguiſhed character for humanity and goodneſs, gives me room to hope, that 
JOY fayour me in a caſe ſo intereſting, and ſupported intirely by truth and 
juſtice. | | 


The 
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The important facts, mentioned in my petition, are known to lord B---; to 


der, by my ſervices to his Majeſty and the nation, are inſupportable ; and that 
an in 


T HA T your petitioner having, in the year 1761, found out, and diſcovered, 

1 that preparations were making, and carrying on, by the court of France with 
all diligence, at an immenſe expence, for invading this kingdom, your petitioner 
got into his hands the original inſtructions, ſent by the French miniſter, to one 
captain Dumont, to examine the coaſt of England, from Beachy-Head to Arundel, 
and for meaſuring the anchorings, ſoundings, landing- places, harbours, and 
ports, along that coaſt, with directions to form a chart thereof, in order to invade 
this kingdom + ; And the faid Dumont's report in purſuance of the ſaid inſtruc- 
55 5 „ 5 tions, 

+ Inſtructions for Mr. Dumont, e "ot the St. Eſperries, tranſlated from the 

Ki | 8 80 | | rencn. | „ a | 

WHEN he ſhall ſail, let him chooſe the moſt proper time (that is to ſay, in the night) 


with the moſt favourable wind, ſo as to be able to go to Beachy-Head, on the coaſt of 


England, and to return from thence. He ſhall examine that coaſt from this point, as 


far as to Arundel, or ſuch part of it as he may be beſt able to do, with the leaſt riſk ; and 
let him endeavour to reconnoitre or examine all the premiſes at one time, provided that 


he does not run any danger of being taken. _ 885 0 
It ſhould ſeem moſt adviſable to begin at Arundel; ſo that, by returning along that 
cCoaſt, he might paſs for Engliſh. As to the reſt, I leave to the diſcretion of Mr. Dumont 
what ſteps or atrangements he may think neceſſary for him to take. | 
The objects which he muſt chiefly attend unto, and reconnoitre, are the different an- 
chorings ; for which end, he muſt meaſure the extent of thoſe bays and waters, both as 
to length and breadth ; he muſt find the ſoundings before theſe anchorings, and the diſ- 
tances from the landing-places, where the frigates or veſſels of the'enemy might be able 
to moleſt the flat-bottom'd boats employed in landing the forces, &c. in thoſe waters. 
He muſt inform himſelf of the towns and ports next joining to thoſe 2 places, the 
capacity of thoſe ports for containing the tranſports, and whether they can lie ſafe, and 
out of danger from the enemy, after the deſcent. He muſt alſo make himſelf acquaint- 
ed with the roads, and the openings that lead or conduct from the ſea ſide into the coun- 
try; ſo as, if poſſible, to find the nature of the inland part thereof, whether it be marſhy, 
. meadow ground, arable, or common; whether it be plain or craggy ; whether inter- 
rupted by rivulets, or covered with woods: in fine, let him procure the moſt exact de- 
ſeription poſſible of the downs, the beaches, the forts, and the batteries (if any be) 
erected upon this coaſt. And after having taken the moſt exact account of theſe parti- 
culars, he muſt write them down immediately, and make a plan or map of the premiſes. 
When this ſhall be done, let him return to Boulogne, if he can; if not, to any other 
port, as far as Dieppe, comprehending Etapes, Eſtapes, St. Vallery, &c. If by chance 
he ſhould fall into the hands of the Engliſh, he muſt be careful to throw his papers 
overboard, that the enemy may not diſcover the buſineſs upon which he has been ſent. 


Let 


11 
= 
WF: , 
4 \ 
2 1 
1 4 by * 
3 p [ 
18 1 
vl; 4 * 
* U 1 
* Ul 4 i! 
FF n 
50. C1 f 
In © : 1 
99 =P 
©: | 128 
: 1 
77 * 
. = 
8 l. 
38S 
I ; + 1 
4 i 

* . 

l 
} | 

; 3 3m FF 
'y | 4 1 

5 J 1 0 * 
TW |} 1 

1 | ' b 1 

' TW | * 

| þ 1 

; ; , a 

: q ! an 

| 8 

: : « BY 1 

e 

4 i ; 

= 4 f 
ii a 

l d 4 : : I} 

* 

4 43 N 9 a 

| 41 b * 

131 ö * 

5 1 | 'T 

i | 1 _—_ 

' we} 3 

: | ns N ” +; 

: 1 1 1 

e 1 1 

: : : . 

1 = : f 

| { HW 51 

| is == 

1 1 1 4 L 

' 4 186% | 3h 

{- 1 2006 1 

| '1 IM 4 3 

WE 7 1 

1 1 2 4: I 

l | ; 4 : fs 

; 1: SM y £ © 

: : T3: 3 JF 4 

; {| 4 y ' 1 C 

: 14 {| Tl 374 t : 
; * 

28478 1 18 
_ : 14 
eee 
1 7 * 0 
| ? : \ * 

1 
i! I 7 
1 f . 
1 1 oh 
c + : $8 
'$ 1 24 
: 0 0 4 
1 

I 9.108 

5 14 125 us 
: *+» 44 pe. * 

' 1 A 15 

ne 
74 ö 

: 14 3-7 
1 ＋ : 

4 | i 
14 17 

1 | 

: 7 4 1 i 
4 363% 

| 1 EH HH 

1 ' 19h 

8 

l T1 . 

' fi 4 4 

| 4 4 |: 

1 14 , F 

/ 4 : * 
14 | | 4 1 
« i b 0 

ene 

ne 
nne 

1 in 7 t 
14 15 xt 2 
'$ N 
1 7 
+ ar 
1 14 1 
14 ! 

*$ 4% C 
* 1 
'S Fs ; 7 
if 1 * 
. r Y 
11 4 75 
1 18 
47 4 1 x 
: '* x 1 
1 . 9 
4 | * 
n 
it 1 ky 
1 4 in [ 
1 7 1 : 
4 1 
1 & 
U "16 
A 
is ' $7 
; - 23 : 
i : : 
| 4SR1H 
! 1 
* 2 8 ; 
; 0 | ' 
e 
29 ö 1 
6 13.18 
11 
1 0 
TOE 
+; [ 
. ts C 
| 117 
} : a 
1 i q 
, it 
4 's 
* 15 J 
4 
36 | N 
1 60 JF 
'* 1 
I j} . 
e 
+: | F [5 + 
i; i: 18 
*4 1 f 
Th 1B , 
| WH 
: v7 4 s | 
\ 10 
þ 4, 18 
11 
74 2 15 i! 4 
4 3: 1 
* 1 
1 1 MP 
45 1 F: iT 4 
FLY 
: - "NF 
W342 
4 } : i 3 * 
6 : = 
: : + IS : 
$1 , : 1 
34 _: 
% 1% 4%: 18 
44 % | 4 
14 
' Yd 4 
' 7” 
3 1 
f 2 vv 
1 , =" 
z þ 4 * 
+; al 
Fe] } i= 
43S £ 
id k 
14 


. er el — 


+. 

1 | 
JH. 
| 1 1 . 
e 
i 7 17 { 
k * #2 # 
þ 5 : 1:7 

8: » 1 
| ö 1 
1 
al 1 
by 1 N wn 
D 1 1 
149 


— © ibis wap —«ÄFꝗÜͤnᷓ e., e ²˙c— —— 
=- d — 2, * * 
. * * J 2 p — 2 
1 1 - — * L * — — — 
_ — — 0 * - . —_—_ — — — 
* p * 7 4 © 
— — =" . 413 o 2 
7 . — by * 
3 — — 


——m 2 
2 — — 4 aw. 


— 
— 


iT I 4 


. 
— ar a 


fd WY 
—— 


{ 
| 
17 
4 
1 
1 
iy 
[ 
i 
{ 


att * 
8 Ä 
— 
- 
. * 


- — 
— 
4 : 
. 


— - 
2 . — 
5 * 7 £ 7 

2 ef 


A — — — - — — 7 — — - - — 
- me = — — 2 8 — . 1 
— . — 0 paddy mes —— pre — — eta — — 
— R — —ͤ— — — — aqi+.—" oy K ——— — — . = a 
1 - I . — — on 
* 
* 


336 TBT NORTH BRIT O N. No. 56. 


tions, which deſcribed the towns and places, with their proximity, and conveni- 
ence, for debarking the French troops, and artillery, from the flat-bottomed. boats, 
and likewiſe the ſaid chart I: That your petitioner did not only, at the hazard of 
his life, ſecretly copy the ſaid inſtructions and report, but alſo got the ſaid chart 
privately copied, with intent to convey them to England, as ſoon as he could find 
an opportunity to lay them before your Majeſty, to defeat the ſaid formidable and 
dangerous enterprize. 
That your petitioner being, in November 1761, put in priſon—par ordre du Roi 
where he remained four months, took the beſt precautions he could, to preſerve 
the ſaid papers, and was ſo fortunate as to get them effectually concealed, | 
That in February 1762, your petitioner having obtained his liberty, by the ſolli- 
citations of a lady at court, arrived at the Hague in March following, and there- 
upon wrote to Sir Joſeph Yorke, your Majeity's ambaſſador at that court, ac- 
quainting his excellency, that your petitioner had ſome intelligence and diſcoveries 
to make, of the greateſt conſequence to your Majeſty's ſervice, which were 
of ſuch a nature, that he did not doubt, but your Majeſty would, from your 
known royal bounty and generoſity, and the great utility of ſuch diſcoveries, grant 
unto your petitioner a reward adequate to the importance of ſuch diſcoveries— 
diſcoveries, which would prevent an invaſion of the enemy upon this your Majeſty's 
kingdom, and not only fave your Majeſty's ſubjects at home from the calamities 


ok a war, the fatal effects of which, when once kindled, might be of the moſt 


baneful influence, and ſpread deſolation throughout theſe kingdoms, but a ſave 
many millions to this nation in ſupport of a protracted war, and render thefſehemes 
of the French court in favour of the Pretender, with his views and hopes in 
that reſpect, for ever abortive ; ſince the ſum of 250,000 J. was about the year 
1727 granted by parliament to prevent an invaſion which was only then threatened 
by Sweden ; without mentioning the more immenſe ſums expended to defeat the 
Pretender's deſcent in 1745, by which thouſands were deſtroyed, and your 


Majeſty's kingdoms filled with terror and confuſion. 


T hat, in anſwer to this repreſentation, his excellency was pleaſed to do your pe- 


« 


titioner the honour to write him a letter, wherein he ſays, your petitioner muſt not 
doubt of your Majeſty's bounty and generoſity, or of the liberality of your 


Majeſty's miniſters; and having tranſmitted ſuch repreſentation ts the right 
honourable the earl of Bute, his lordſhip was pleaſed to order your petitioner to 


— 


Let him, above all things, know, that he muſt not run after glory or booty; his ſole 
object is the knowledge of what is above commanded. True glory is, to perform the 
ſervice with that diligence which the nature of the object requires. He is not to ſeek an 
enemy, but in every thing to follow exactly the orders of thoſe, to whom the king has 
given theſe commands. Thus I leave entirely to captain Dumont to ſeize the favoura- 
ble moment, and, in conſequence of the orders which I have received by the letters of 
the count d*Herouville, we have given theſe inſtructions. Done at Boulogne, this 13th 


0 September, 1759. ROS (Signed) The Chevalier D'ARCY. 


I Captain Dumont's report or anſwer to the ſaid inſtructions. Tranſlated from the 
| 3 French. 


Parted from Boulogne the 2oth of September, 1759. Arrived on the coaſt of England 


the 23d, and run from the point of Beachy-Head acroſs the bay of Arundel, making 
courſe to the Weſt: the anchorage is from one to ten fathom. e ; 

No. I. Between the point of Beachy and the Seven Ovens is a wall and a gate, with a 
large and ſpacious deſcent. 'The lands and interior parts are uncultivated, and in com- 
mon amongſt the inhabitants. There is a fine plain, very proper for conductigg the 
artillery. Song the Seven Ovens the coalt is lugh, and ſecured by a wall formed by 
nature: the lands are covered with heath. | V 

No. II. At the point, on opening the Seven Ovens, is a creek a quarter of a league 
long, the coaſt of which is of flint ſtones. The lands here are uncultivated, and, by 
their declivity towards the ſea, they diſcover themſelves about two leagues. There is to 
be ſeen from this creek a great road that leads to Newhaven, 1 | 

No. III. After having doubled a chain of rocks half a league in length, there is the bay 
of Newhaven, a league and a quarter long, the coaſt of which is covered with flint tones, 
There is no obſtruction in this bay; one may here run aſhore at any time. The town of 
Newhaven is a ſmall port, not very commodious; yet one may find place here for ſeventy 
flat-bottomed boats. 

No. IV. Six leagues farther from Newhaven is the town of Shoreham. Here is a 
creek of half a league; the coaſt of eafy approach: the mountains are high, and incloſe 
the entrance into the country. This bay is three leagues and a half from Newhaven, and 
two and a half from Shoreham. g | ; 

No. V. Shoreham has a ſmall port that will contain a hundred flat-bottomed boats. 
The bay is about two leagues long, the coaſt covered with gravel and flint ſtones. Here a 
great number of flat-bottomed boats may run on ſhore, The lands are in part cultivated, 
and in part common. 5 | 

No. VI. Shoreham is ſeparated from Arundel by a high land, at the opening of which 
is ſeen the bay of Arundel. This bay is very fine, and moſ favourable for a debarkment. 


The enemy appeared, and the diſcoverer went away. 
come 
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come over, and ſent your petitioner one hundred pounds to defray the expcnces of 
bringing over a perſon from Paris —whom your petitioner had intruſted with his 
papers--- and alſo thoſe of your petitioner's return to England. | 
That on the 5th of June 1762, your petitioner arrived at London, and ſbon 
after delivered his papers to the right honourable Mr. Grenville, then one of your 
Majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate, and alſo had the honour to confer with 


the right honourable Mr. Weſton, to whom, among ſeveral other particulars, 


our petitioner explained many things for your Majeſty's ſervice relative to the ſaid 
intended invaſion, the ſituation of the enemy and their deſigns, and that the 
French troops---including the Iriſh Brigade, and Scotch regiments, which had al- 

ways made the campaigns in Germany from the commencement of the war to this 
time--- to the number of about 50,000 men, deſtined for the intended embarka- 
tion, were then marched down to the coaſt and towns adjacent, to be in readi- 
neſs for. making the deſcent that winter; and your petitioner, after he had made 
the aforeſaid diſcoveries, was aſſured by the carl of Bute, at that time your Majeſ- 


ty's firſt miniſter of ſtate, that your Majeſty would generouſly and liberally reward 


your petitioner for his ſaid important ſervices, 

That, by your petitioner's ſaid diſcoveries, at the peril of his life and many ſuf- 
ferings, the ſaid intended invaſion has been defeated, the formidable deſigns of 
France in that reſpect fruſtrated, and the Pretender's hopes for ever blafted : 
nevertheleſs, your petitioner remains unrecompenced and unrewarded, by which he 
is reduced to great diſtreſs. | IP 
Four petitioner, therefore, with all humility ſupplicates your Majeſty, that 
your Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to take the extreme hardſhip of his caſe 

Into your royal conſideration, and that your Majeſty will, in your royal bounty, 
order ſuch recompence or proviſion to be made for the relief of your petitioner--- 
under the preſſure of extreme want----for his faithful and important ſervices ts 


Mr. Mac Alleſter was greatly ſurprized at this behaviour, and next day wrote f 


Sir J h the following letter. „ 
: Letter to Sir J-----H Y -E, dated April 30, 1768. 


I \/ HEN I bad the honour of meeting you yeſterday, 1 3 
| * 


ou would have declined given me an audience, ſome morning, to ſpeak 
of my affairs, relating to my coming from the Hague on the buſineſs for which 
I was ſent for; and in which I acquitted myſelf to the great ſatisfaction of the 


_ miniſters, as they were pleaſed then to acknowledge ; on which, negociations 


were ſoon ſet on foot, and a peace concluded. I well remember, that, ſome 


months after I had made my difcoveries, a right honourable gentleman was pleaſed to. 


ſay to me, that if ever there ſhould be occaſion, he would be a witneſs, for me, of their, 


utility, and the ſervice I had rendered. This gentleman is ſtill in being, and, I 
believe, there are others of that adminiſtration, who will do me the ſame juſtice, 
was I to apply to them for that purpoſe, _ „ Git roi rf at dc 

As your excellency was pleaſed to intimate to me, that you did not care to be 


troubled in this buſineſs, I muſt ſubmit to it, and ſhall only ſay, that my maxim 


has ever been, and {till ſhall be, not to give offence by my importunity, though 
I ſuffer in the event. Il have the honour to be, Sir, &c. Ba 


h V, Mac Alleſter immediately concluded; 


By this behaviour in Sir 


that he had received his leſſon from lord B—, in caſe any application ſhould de 


made to him by Mac Alleſter. The truth of the facts, which Mac Alleſter aflert-, 


ed, and the importance of the diſcoveries which he made, can be confirmed. 


by Mr. Grenville, Mr. Weſton, lord Halifax, and others; beſides hundreds from 
Dunkirk, &c. where the troops were aſſembled, and the flat-bottomed boats pre- 
pared for the deſcent. Mr. Mac Alleſter will not ſay, as ſome commentators 
have ſaid on this ſubject, that nothing but the cowardice and puſillanimity of. 


lord B—, in making the ever-memorable peace, by which he gave up our con-, 


queſts, prevented the French troops and boats from falling into our hands, by. 


taking the proper meaſures for that purpoſe, as their deſtination was fully known, 


to him by thoſe diſcoveries, which he communicated, it may be preſumed, to the 
king or the c t c——1l, on Mac Alleſter's depoſiting the papers with Mr. 
Grenville—though this may, perhaps, be an enquiry at another time in the 


proper place—but this he will ſay, that, in a conference which he had with Mr. 


Weſton, under ſecretary of ſtate in lord B—'s adminiſtration, he told that 


ntleman ke expected to have ſeen troops marching towards the coaſt where the 


e 
F rench intended to land, and Sir Edward Hawke as glorioufly triumphant over 
. | their 
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their flat-bottomed boats, as he had formerly been over their formidable fleet of 
Breſt. But the Favourite—inſtead of taking the neceſſary ſteps for deſtroying this 
grand armament—being determined to accoraplifh his heme of making a peace 
at all events, employed the 5 n ambaſiador to. affiſt in the negociations, for 
which ſervice he receives a penſion of 1000 J. per annum for thirty years, from 
the time Of its being concluded,  ' | | 
To bring this matter to a concluſion, Mr, Mac Alleſter ſubmits it to the 
1 of the public, whether he ſhould petition the houſe to be recompenced 
or thoſe national and important ſervices; as Scottiſh miniſters will oppoſe his 
demand, tho” the juſtice thereof were recommended by Heaven itſelf. 
Some time after the petition had been received by lord 8 e, Mac 
Allefter met Mr. $S—---n, his lordſhip's ſecretary, in the lobby of the houſe of 
commons, and talked with kim on the ſubject of the petition. Mr. S——n faid, 
he believed nothing would be done therein, unleſs it was recommended by lord 
B; or unleſs lord B---, or ſome great man, would take it up; to which Mac 
Alleſter anſwered, that his lordſhip ought to do fo : but, if he would not do 
it, facts and ſervices of this nature, ſo well known and confirmed, required no 
recommendation. „ | 
In a few days after this interview, Mr. Mac Alleſter met Mr. J. n, and 
expoltulated with him, on getting lord B---'s recommendation; but this formal 
gentleman, with the moſt important air of an affected concern, proteſted, that 
lord B--- had no more intereſt- than that poſt---pointing to one, which ſtood in 
the ground juſt by him. 15 5 80 | 
Next morning, Mac Alleſter met lord S———e coming out of his houſe, 
and having waited on him through a conſiderable part of Berkley-Square, he 
repreſented to his lordſhip, in the moſt pathetick manner he could, his ſaid ſer- 
vices, diſtreſſes, and lord B---'s promiſes, Lord 8 e expreſſed himſelf as 
his ſecretary had done, At length Mac Alleſter begged his lordfhip to give him 
back his petition, if he would do nothing in it: which he promiſed to do, Next 
day Mac Alleſter wrote his Iordſhip the following letter. þ 


L.etter to Lord S— E, dated the 18th of May, 1768. 
„ 5 5 ms 
F HAVE received the anſwer your lordſhip was pleaſed to give me, touching 

my petition to his Majeſty, and ſhall trouble you no farther on that head, finding 
your lordſhip cannot ſerve me therein, and that the ſame influence which has 
hitherto oppreſſed me, ftill oppoſes the juſtice I might otherwife expect. 
Ho ridiculous is it for a great man, in order to evade the performance of his 
promiſe, to alledge, that he does not meddle in publick affairs, that he can do 
nothing, and the like; when every one knows and ſees the contrary. It is ſurely a 
vain attempt to perſwade men out of their ſenſes; and their ſenſes, I am perſwad- 
ed, they muſt totally loſe, before they can believe ſuch ill- founded aſſertions. 
Happy, indeed, had it been for himſelf and the nation, if he never had meddled in 
ubliek affairs; ſince his own peace and fafety are thereby diſturbed, and the 
Kingdom filled with diſtreſſes and diſtrations, 8 5 | 
For my own part, I muft apply where J am fure juſtice will be done me, and 
though I am at preſent robbed of the reward of my fervices, and of 200 J. detain- 
ed from me by a meſſenger 8, under the ſecret power and authority of the moſt 
ungenerous and ungrateful man that ever breathed ; who has increafed his own 
fortune. beyond common bounds, whilſt he was ſtarving others: I fear not, how- 
ever, to have redreſs, and to ſee the day, when he who has thus wronged me, 
will repent, for not acting by me in a more honeſt and generous manner. 
))) PRs oy GE ng Td | I have the honour to be, my lord, &c. 


In an hour or two after his lordſhip had received this letter, he went out of 
town with one ſervant, as Mr. Mac Alleſter was informed at his houſe, and did 
not return till the next day. The ſame morning Mr. Mac Alleſter went to his 
houfe for the petition : his valet de chambre told him, that his lordſhip had gone 
out of town, and had left word, if he called for the petition, that he had left it 
with his fecretary. Mac Alleſter having met the fecretary, afked him for the petition, 
telling him what lord S—-e's ſervant had ſaid. He declared he had never ſeen the 

_ petition, or heard of it: on which, next morning, Mac Allefter went, and, cauſing 
lord S———e to be informed thereof, again demanded the petition, but to no 
purpoſe. After three days continual application, lord S———e was pleaſed to 
order 'his gentleman to acquaint Mr, Mac Alleſter, that his lordſhip could not 
find the petition, but that he would look for it again, and ſend it, as he knew 
where Mac Alleſter lived; which, as yet, he has not done. | 
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To th NORTH BRITON. 
WS Ws CES 
1 Cannot, for my own part, believe the report, which is now 

ſo very current, that a ſpeech, which lately made its appear- 


ance in all the news-papers, was delivered, in 4 certain place, by 


4 certain great lawyer and orator. I ſhould rather imagine it to 
be, at leaſt in many parts, the production of ene of your ſport- 


hand men, as they are called ; who regularly attend all courts of 
: as they phraſe it, the ſubſtance of what is 
faid by ſome eminent ſpeaker ; and then interlarding it with re- 
flections of their own, uther it into the world under the pompous 


Juſtice, and take down, as 


title of the ſpeech of my Lord ſuch-a-one, or Mr. ſuch-a-one. 
I will, indeed, admit, that the ſpeech in ion does, or ra- 


ther may, contain ſome of the F uttered by the perſon to 


whom it is attributed; but I cannot, by any means, perſuade 


myſelf to think, that every ſentiment contained in it was actually 
uttered by that celebrated auger. P 
I ſhall, therefore, conſider this ſpeech not as the ſpeec! 
lawyer, but of the ſhort-hand man ; and this, 1 hope, I may do 
with as much propriety, and, If 
ſafety, than Mr. Wilkes conſidered 
of the Miniſter. Viewing it, therefore, in this 1 ht, I ſhall pro- 
ceed to make a few — on thoſe parts . it, which ap- 
pear to me the moſt — 
fied in my own mind, could never come from the mouth 8 the 
learned lawyer, but muſt be the abſurd interpolations of the 
ignorant copyer. 

And the firſt paſſage I would beg leave to examine, is that where 
he ſays, that if inſi ar rection and rebellion are ta > follow our determina- 


tion, 


hof the 


ter myſelf, with ſtill more 
e King's ſpeech as the ſpeech 


and which, I am fully ſatis- 
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tion, We r not to anſwer for the conſeguences, though we ſhould 

be the innocent cauſe. We can only ſay, FIAT JUSTITIA, ET RUAT 
COELUM. Good G- d! Sir, what could ſuggeſt to this ſtupid 
Copyer, upon this occaſion, the idea of rebellion ? Well may I 
exclaim, in the words of Salluſt; Jampridem, equidem, vera nomina 
rerum amiſimus: We ſeem now, in fact, to have loft the true names 
of things. Is every little tumult of the people, every little riot- 
ous aſſembly, to be branded with the odious and dreadful epithet 
of rebellron ? If it is, I Will venture to affirm, that there have 

| been, do not ſay one, but twenty different rebellions in England 
within theſe four months; and that there has not paſſed a ſingle 
year in this kingdom ſince the Revolution without a rebellion. 
This concluſion, however, will, I dare ſay, found ſtrange in 
the ears of my - countrymen, wha can only remember two rebel- 
lions within that period ; and we all know from what quarter 
theſe rebellions proceeded : for I'take no notice here of the petty 
rebellion of 1719) which ſeems: now, in truth, to be entirely 
forgotten. 

I ſhrewdly ſuſpect this a Cop yer to be ſome 41 860 Jacobile, 
who, in order to leſſen the odium, generally and juſtly annexed to 
the term rebellion, would diſtinguiſh, by the ſame name, very 
little riſing of the people: as ik, forſooth, every little popular 
tumult, every irregular attempt which the people may make 
towards redreſſing their own grievances, were to be conſidered as 
a crime as atrocious in itſelf, and as deſtructive to ſociety, as a 
deep-laid and {well-concerted ſcheme, ſupported by an armed 
force, to dethrone the reigning prince, or overturn the conſtitution. 
But whatever may be the opinion of this ignorant or artful Copyer, 
the people of England always have taken, and, while they remain 
a free people, they always will take, the liberty of redreſſing their 
own grievances, when theſe are not redrefled by their rulers; and 
ſtill more when they are brought upon them by their rulers: and 
they will leave 7his Jacobite and his loyal fraternity to purſue their 

old trade of forming conſpiracies and rat ing rebellions. 

I know, that, according to ſome ancient laws, every one that. 
wilfully violated the law, was called a rebel; but theſe laws, I 
believe, are now grown obſolete : and, beſides, in my' prefent 
reaſoning, 'I have no regard to the quirks and quibbles of the 
law, which are often more apt to confound, than to inform the 
judgment. I addreſs myſelf to the common-ſenſe and underſtand- 
ing of mankind ; and I will chearfully ſubmit it to the impar- 
tial deciſion of every candid and unprejudiced perſon, whether 
any outrage, which the people! have lately committed, or are likely 
ſoon to commit, can, with any propriety of expreſſion, or ap- 
pearance of truth, be denominated vebellion. Rebellion I would 
define to be a number of 3 perſons, who have taken up 
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arms, with a determined reſoſution to depoſe the reigning prince, 

or deſtroy the conſtitution. But have the people of England 
tiken up arms ? Have they formed, or is there any probability of 
their ſoon forming, a reſolution to depoſe the reigning prince, or 
deſtroy the conſtitution ? Bluſh, thou ignorant and impudent im- 
poſtor if thou art yet capable of bluſhing—at thy groſs abuſe of 
words, at thy ſhametul prevarication; and- learn, far the future, to 


make thyſelf alone reſponſible for thy abſurdities, and not to father 
them, 
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them, as thou haſt here done, upon a reverend judge, and le:rned 
lawyer. Call the riſing of the people a mob, a tumult, a riot 
any thing but a rebellion: for, with all thy artifice and addreſs, 
thou wilt never be able to perſuade the public, chat it is actually 
a rebellion. 

The truth is, thoſe who are now fo forward to accuſe the people 
of rebellion, are the very perſons, or, at leaſt, the deſcendants of 
the perſons, who were tormerly engaged in rebellion ; and would 
willingly engage in it again, if a favourable opportunity ſhould 
offer. - Thoſe who are now ſo clamorous for the ſupport of go- 
vernment, as they term it—that is, for defending the miniſtry i in 
all their arbitrary and illegal meaſures are the very perſons, who 
formerly eng eavoured to "ſubvert the government. Strange and 
unaccountable conduct this! But, however ſtrange, it is not dif- 
ficult to diſcover their motive for purſuin g ſuch conduct. I hey want, 


if poſſible, to render the preſent family as odious as that which went 


before it; and thus to pave the way for the accompliſhment of their 
grand, their favourite, their darling deſign; or, if that ſhould be im- 
poſſible, they would ſtill have the preſent family to be abſolute and 


deſpotic. Their narrow ſouls can frame no other idea of govern- 


ment, than that of maſter and ſervant, of tyrant and ſlave, of peremp- 


tory command and implicit obedience. Beſides, they think, that, 
in ſuch a government, they themſelves would have the beſt chance 
of being employed. Conſcious of their own baſe and grovelling 
diſpoſitions, they think they are better qualified, than men of bold 
and generous ſpirits, for filling all places of truſt and profit under. 
a tyrant. I doubt not, indeed, but they form a very proper judg- 


ment of themſelves; for they have certainly the beſt opportuni- 


ties to know their own ee and character. But I believe the 


form a very improper judgment of our preſent amiable and auguſt 


ſovereign, who would reject, with indignation, the offers of their 
ſervice: and who would rather be the limited monarch of a brave, 
free, wealthy, and loyal people, though ſometimes guilty of a 
few acts of licentiouſneſs, than the abGlate deſpot of a ſet of 


poor, wretched, and deſpicable ſlaves, who dare not complain, 


though groaning under the moſt intolerable oppreſſion. 


Let theſe Jacobites, therefore, theſe high-flying Tories; that: 


men, who, having been rebels themſelves, or who being the 
deſcendants of rebels, would willingly involve the loyal people of 
England in the ſame kind of guilt; theſe men, who, inveterate 
enemies to our free government, are ſtrenuous advocates for the 
late arbitrary meaſures of the miniſtry : let all men, I fay, of this 
motley character—and, God knows, there are but too many men 


of this motley character confine their principles and their preju- 


dices within the circle of their own acquaintance : let them not 
| preſume to avow them in public; and ſtill leſs let them dare to 
aſſert in print, as this ignorant Copyer hath falſly aſſerted, that thg 
people of England have been guilty, or are likely to be guilty, of 
the horrid crime of rebellion. 


I come now to conſider the ſecond part of this paragraph, which 


is, if poſſible, ſtill more abſurd than the firſt. FIAT jusTITIA, 
ET RUAT COELUM ; or, as it is more commonly expreſſed, 
FIAT JUSTITIA, ET PEREAT MUNDUS: that is, /ef Juſtice be 
| done, 
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done, though chaos ſhould return, though the wworld ſhould be deſtroyed. 
Admirable idea of juſtice, truly, Mr. Copyer In good faith, Sir, 
if this be your idea of juſtice, I would never wiſh' to be the ſub- 
ject of a government, where you was one of the diſpenſers of 
- Juſtice ; and if ſuch be your idea of juſtice at, preſent, I think 
you are much fitter for a cell in Bedlam, than for taking down 
ſpeeches, in ſhort-hand, in a court of juſtice. The chief, nay, 
the ſole intention of juſtice, I had always imagined to be to prevent 
chaos from returning, or the world from being deſtroyed. This, 
at leaſt, I know, is the definition given of juſtice by all the beſt 
: philoſophers and civilians, who have written on the ſubject. I 
will only produce one authority, which, whatever weight it may 
have with this illiterate Mr. Copyer, will, I dare ſay, prove deci- 
five with the learned /awyer, whoſe name he hath aſſumed, and 
into whoſe mouth he has put his own ridiculous aſſertions. *Tis 
that of David Hume, Eſq; who has compoſed a diſſertation expreſsly 
on this topic; in which he proves, beyond the poſſibility of a 
doubt, that the uſefulneſs of juftice to ſociety, or its tendency to pro- 
. mote the happineſs and welfare of mankind, is .the ſole foundation of 
. the merit of that virtue*. But could any act of juſtice, that ſhould 
be attended with he return of chaps, or the deſtruction of the world, 
be faid to be wſeful to ſociety, or calculated to promote the happineſs 
and welfare of mankind? The queſtion is too abſurd to deſerve a 
ſerious anſwer. | ER 1 7 
Door is this the caſe with juſtice alone: tis likewiſe the caſe 
With fidelity, truth, integrity, and with moſt of the other virtues. 
That it is actually the caſe with truth, will appear evidently from 
the following inſtance : Suppoſe I were ſtanding at Charing-Croſs, 
and ſaw an aſſaſſin, with a dagger in his hand, purſuing a man 
with a. manifeſt intention to take away his life; and ſuppoſe, upon 
their coming to the ſpot where I ſtood; the aſſaſſin, loſing fight of 
his intended victim, ſhould aſk me, which way he took? Whether 
down Parliament-Street, or up St. Martin's-Lane ? What anſwer, 
do you think, I would, in fuch a caſe, give? Would I, from a 
blind and ſuperſtitious regard to truth, inform the aſſaſſin of the 
real road which the unhappy man took, and thereby contribute 
-to. the commiſhon of murder? No, Sir, I would i; and, I 
ſpeak it without fear of cenſure, T would LIE vIRTVUoVSLY too: 
I would. ſet the aſſaſſin upon a wrong ſcent, and thereby do all that 
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lay in my power to ſave the life of a fellow-creature. | 
In like manner, were I a magiſtrate, and were it propoſed to 
me to perform an act of juſtice, that was to be attended with the 
return of chaos, or the deſtruction of the world, or even with a 
much leſs evil; would I perform it, do you think? No, Sir, I 
would not perform it: I would not even allow it to be an act of 
juſtice : J would eſteem and call it an ad of injuſtice; and would 
reject it as ſuch, with the utmoſt indignation. And were I to 
behave otherwiſe, I ſhould look upon myſelf as totally unqualified 
not only for the office of a L—d Chf J——e, but even for 
that of a tipſtaff or bumbailiff. Such arrant nonſenſe. has this 
wretched Copyer put into the mouth of one of the moſt learned 
and eminent lawyers in the kingdom 3 
1 know. it will be ſaid, that this reaſoning, however concluſive 
againſt 


* Hume's Eſſays, 40 Edition, p. 408, &c. 
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againſt the general maxim, which I have been endeavouring to 
overthrow, will never yet apply to the particular caſe of Mr. 
Wilkes ; for that that gentleman having been found guilty by a 
jury, the s were obliged, by their oaths, to declare the law, 
and to paſs ſentence upon him. The truth of this aſſertion I do not 
deny; nor do I pretend to ſay, that the ſentence, paſſed upon him, 
is cither unjuſt or unlawful. But this I will fay, that, were I a 
{ſtudent of law, ſo conſcious am I of my own weak abilities, and of 
my. utter incapacity for making metaphyſical diſtinctions, that I 


ſhould not chooſe to have the following theſis preſcribed to me by 


way of exerciſe : viz. That a fine of two hundred pounds and two 
months impriſonment would not be as much LAw, and as much 
Jen, as a fine of a thouſand pounds and ted years mprijonment. 

The next part of this curious harangue, upon which I ſhall 


ls the liberty of making {ome e it ions, is that where it 


is ſaid, „But the threats have been carried farther : perſonal vio- 
jence has been denounced, unleſs public humour be complied 
„ with.” Now, Sir, I call upon he ſeaitious Copyer to declare 


where perſonal violence has been denounced. Has it been in the 


private anonymous letters, ſent to the /awwyer, whoſe ſpeech he would 


fain perſuade the world this paltry production to be? But the 


Jawyer or the Copyer ſays, that theſe letters he paſſes over in ſilence. 
Where, then, in G——d's name, has this perſonal violence been 
denounced ? I have not, for my own part, read all the papers and 
pampiilets, that have been written upon this ſubject. But I will 
tell this ignorant Copyer, where perſonal violence has not been 


denounced. It has not been denounced, nor even the moſt diſtant 
hint given of any ſuch outrage being intended, in your celebrated 
papers number 50 and 51, which have procured your publither the 
honour of living, for theſe fix weeks paſt, in Newgate. And, for 
the truth of what I affirm, I appeal to every perſon, who has 
peruſed theſe papers with the leaſt degree of attention. 
his factious Copyer goes on, and fays, © But if ſuch event 


ec meaning the commiſſion of perſonal violence—ſhould happen, 
let it be ſo: even ſuch an event might be productive of whole- 
« ſome effects: ſuch a ſtroke might rouſe the better part of the na- 


tion from their lethargic condition to a ſtate of activit y, to aſſert 


„ and execute the law, and puniſh the daring and impious hands 
«© which had violated it; and thoſe who now ſupinely behold the 
«© danger which threatens. all liberty from the moſt abandoned 
« licentiouſneſs, might, by ſuch an event, be awakened to a 


* ſenſe of their ſituation, as. drunken men are oftentimes ſtunn'd 


< into ſobriety.” Is not this an inflammatory paper? Is not this 


a a ſeditious libel ? Is it not plainly founamg the trumpet of civil war, 
and adviſing one part of the community to riſe againſt the other, 


and both to go by the ears? No, no, Mr. Copyer, there is not, thank 


God! any need of ſuch an unuſual expedient. The m-l-t-ry 


are always ready to execute the pious and patriotic work of deſtroy- 
ing one part, or both parts, of the people. A8 of S——e 
is always ready to ifſue the orders from above: a J—e of the 
P e is always ready to execute theſe orders; and though one 
of this claſs, but a few days ago, very narrowly eſcaped the h-It-r 
for his ready compliance, we need not deſpair of finding others 
poſſeſſed of the ſame ſhare of pe we, or rather active obedtence : 8 0 
ter 
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humour, or intereſt, or convenience of our M 


a few of his Majeſty's liege ſubjects, the third regiment is al- 


ce the conſtitution of his country. 
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after the work is fully compleated, a 8 


y at Wr is always 


at hand to thank the troops for performing their duty with ſo much 


alacrity. Let the farmer, therefore, not think of reverſing the 
prophecy of Iſaiah, by turning his plough-ſhare into a fword, 
and his pruning-hook into a ſpear. . Let the blackſmith employ 
his hammer in beating out bars of iron, rather than in beating 


out the brains of his fellow-ſubje&s; and the taylor uſe his 


bodkin in ripping up old cloaths, rather than in ripping up the 
bellies of his neighbours and acquaintance. In a word, let all 
men follow their uſual occupations ; and whenever it ſuits the 


re: 0 diſpatch 


ways ready, at a nod, to 3 the work with the utmoſt 
alacrity. 


This pityful Copyer further favs, « That liberty is in danger 


from the moſt abandoned licentiouſneſs :” but I, for my own 


part, think, that liberty is in much greater danger from the moſt 
barefaced tyranny. Tyranny, among a free people, is always the 
parent of licentiouſneſs ; and I muſt frankly confeſs, that I dread 
the parent much more than the child. Recolle&, Mr. Copyer, all 
the acts of tyranny and deſpotiſm, which, for theſe fix years paſt, 

the m-n-ſtry have committed ; and then lay your hand upon your 
heart, and fay, whether they have not given occaſion to all the li- 
centiouſneſs, which at preſent prevails in the kingdom, and which, 


| however, is not near ſo great, as your fears, real or aftected, would 


ſeem to repreſent = 
This /illy Copyer proceeds: © If,” ſays he, © the ſecurity of our 
e perſons and our property, of all we hold dear and valuable, are 
«© to depend upon the caprice of a giddy multitude, or to be at 


the diſpoſal of a giddy mob. Excellent! Mr. Copyer : the 
true court-language over again! The giddy mob! the giddy mul- 


titude! the dirty canaille! the ſtupid herd! the ſcum of the earth! 


the dregs of the people! the beaſts of burden ! the vile, worthleſs, 
deſpicable populace ! ſuch are the polite and honourable appellations, 


with which their miniſters, that is their ſervants, addreſs the 


whole body of the Engliſh nation, themſelves, and their creatures, 
and dependents excepted. But, in good faith, Mr. Copyer, this 


is rather imprudent, not to ſay worſe ; for many a man, who can 


patiently bear to have his pocket picked, and even his freedom a- 


| bridged, cannot yet endure to be abuſed and inſulted with ſcurri- 


lous language. Give us but good words, and you do not know 
what liberties you may take with us: give us but good words, and 
you do not know but the Freeholders of Middleſex, who, accord- 
ing to your definition, mult certainly be the moſt vile and giddy 


of this giddy mob, may be induced to chooſe a repreſentative re- 


commended by the miniſtry. 

But the concluding ſentence is the the beſt of all: © If,” adds 
he, in compliance with the humours, and to appeaſe the cla- 
„ mours of thoſe—that is, of the giddy multitude—all civil and 
« political inſtitutions are to be diſregarded or overthrown, a life 
«© ſomewhat more than ſixty is not worth preſerving at ſuch a 
cc price; and he can never die too ſoon, who lays down his life 
« in ſupport and vindication of the policy, the government, and 
This impudent Copyer has 

laboured, 
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laboured, throughout, to render the learned Lawyer perfectly ri- 
diculous; and now he ſeems, in fact, to have fully attained his 
end. For, what can be more ridiculous than to repreſent a vene- 
rable perſonage as bewailing, with piteous moanings, the immi- 
nent danger, to which his life is expoſed, and his willingneſs to 
lay down that life in ſupport of the conſtitution of his country ; 
when I never heard, and, I dare ſay, no one ever heard, of his 
being in the leaſt danger of his loſing a hair of his head, or, if 
you will, of his wig ? 

There are, I know, ſome -crfvks, who ſuſpect, that the Copyer 
has, in this paſſage, a more concealed meaning, a more wicked 
defign ; and that his intention was, not ſo much to expoſe the 
folly, as to detect the cunning of the Lawyer; and that, therefore, 
he inſinuates, that the Lawyer, conſcious of the Hatred he had 
incurred by ſome late meaſures, was willing to counterbalance it 


the contrary feeling of py; and, with that view, endeavoured to 
excite the compaſſion of the public, by mentioning his great age, 


the danger that threatens his life, and his readineſs to die a 


martyr for the conſtitution of his country. But whatever be in 


this, I muſt freely give it as my opinion, that this harangue is a 
moſt groſs impoſition upon the public, and a moſt daring inſult 
offered to the Lawyer, to whom it is attributed; and that if the 
Lawyer ſhould take no ſteps to diſavow its authenticity, it can 
only be aſcribed to that conſcious rectitude of heart and unſhaken 
_ firmneſs of mind, which induce him to look down, with the 


utmoſt ſcorn, upon every attempt to detract from his fame or 


burleſque his character. 


The following letter I ſhall Jay de the Public, in the very 


words in which I received it. I ſhall make no comment upon 
it; and for this good reaſon, that, I dare ſay, every ſenſible 
die will be before- hand with me in making his own. 


To run NORTH -B'R-I'T-O N. 


81K 


AVING been, for ſome time ouſt, } in the country, it was not 
till of late that I ſaw an article in the news-papers, at 


which, I muſt own, I was greatly aſtoniſhed. This was a letter, 
figned A SCOTCHMAN, ſaid to be ſent to Mr. Morley, Book and 


Printſeller in St. Clement's Church-yard, threatening death to 


him and deſtruction to his family, if he did not deſiſt from expoſing 


any prints for ſale, in which the Scotch might happen to be 1 in- 
troduced, or alluded to. 
As I thought ſuch a letter of a very dangerous nature, I con- 


| cluded application would be made to the Secretary of State, for its 


being inſerted in the Gazette, as uſual on ſuch occaſions; but not 
meeting with it in either of the three ſubſequent Gazettes, pub- 
liſhed during my ſtay in the country, I could not help, on my 
return home, calling on Morley (with whom I have had ſome 
little dealings ever ſince he came into this neighbourhood) in order 
to know the reaſon. He immediately informed me, that it was 
not owing to any neglect of his ; for that he had done every thing 


in the matter that lay in his power ; and, indeed, that the affair 
had 
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had made his wife and family very unhappy.—That he had, the 
day, or the day after, he received the letter, applied to Sir John 
Fielding, for his advice and aſſiſtance, in order to trace the 
author ; but that, as Sir John's advice ended in recommending it 
to him to take down his prints (which would be giving up one 
branch of his proper buſineſs) he did not follow it: and the 
rather, as he was perſuaded by the trade, that, if he acted in 
that manner, they muſt, all of them, expect the ſame uſage.—That, 

a day or two after this, he was adviſed, by ſome of his friends, 
to make the letter public; and this was no ſooner done, than he 
found himſelf univerſally blamed for not applying to the Secretary 
of State. 

With regard to this circumſtance, he informs me, that, fo 
long ago as. the 24th of June, he took a friend with him, and 
went to the Secretary's office at Whitehall. Th 

The clerk who received the letter from him, after two or three 
trifling remarks, promiſed, that he would lay it before the Secre- 
tary ; and that, if it was not ordered to be printed, he would be 
reſponſible for its return, and defired he would call again in a few 
days. Accordingly, he waited till the firſt inſtant before he went 

again; when he took the ſame friend with him, to be witneſs of 
what paſted, and to hear the anſwer that might be given him. — 
That, after their waiting a few minutes in the office, the clerk 
who firſt received his letter, entered, and returned it to him, with 
this conciſe anſwer, That he had laid it before the Secretary, but 
that nothing could be done with it. This, Morley ſays, was his 

_ expreſſion, as near as he can recollect.— On his friend's beginning 
to expoſtulate with the clerk on the occaſion, he cut him ſhort, 

with obſerving, that he had done his duty; and, as the letter was 
ordered to be returned, the papers were open, and Morley gut 
' advertize a reward himſelf r. 

Now, Sir, if this is not partiality, I don't know what is. I 
will only further obſerve, that, with regard to the prints in 
queſtion, I don't find that Morley has made himſfelf at all parti- 
cular in that reſpect. He publiſhes none himſelf, but purchaſes 

them, as he does moſt other prints, particularly in the humorous 
way, as they come out, and never attends to the e whether 
it be pro or con. 

Beſides, to my on knowledge, they are to be ſeen, more 
or leſs, in almoſt all the print-ſhops in London and Weſtminſter. 
Why, then, is one man (with a wife and three or four children) 
to be thus ſingled out for deſtruction, and not the uſual encou- 
ragement given to detect the villain who threatens him with it! 


Jam, Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 
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t My publiſher informs me, that he ſent for Mr. Mos LE, (for he could not conwenient/y 


go to him) and ſhewed him this letter; ar d. Mr. MorLEy declared he was ready to make 8 
oath, that every clrcumitance conta: ned 1 in it was founded in fact. 
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SIR 


I ty inſerting the following dialogue i in | your ſpirited and 1 
ation upon a of F. B. 2 


tic 5 you will confer an obli 


ticularly upon ours, &c. 


Y Bae betwiny a Courtier and a F reebolder of Middleſex," on the 
1 . g election 97 a-new Ong for that — 


7 COURTIER AND FREEHOLDER. 
C. 


 Ghnn; a man, if poſſible, {till more ee to the miniſtry, 
than even Mr. Wilkes. 


F. 1 believe, Sir, you are very right i in your conjecture, that 


we are going to chooſe Mr. Serjeant Glynn for one of our repre- 


ſentatives in parliament ; but if you think we thereby MEAN fo 


offer an inſult fo the court, you are greatly miſtaken. If, indeed, 
the maintaining and exerciſing, in its full force, our legal and 
conſtitutional privilege of chooſing whomſoever we pleaſe for 
our repreſentatives in parliament, without the leaſt regard to 
the humour of the miniſtry, be offering an inſult to the court, I 
will not ſay that we always have ofered, but I hope, for the 
future, we always /ball offer an inſult to the court; though, I muſt 
-own, I ſhould be ſorry to ſee the court breathe ſuch a ſpirit, as 


3 conſider the exerciſe of this privilege as an inſult offered to 
When ever the court begins to be jealous of the privileges 


of the people, tis high time for the people to be Jealous of the 
aefigns of the court. 


C. So, you look upon a man's being obnoxious to the court as ; 
no ſolid Gbjection againſt his being a proper perſon to be 


choſen a member of parliament ? 

F. So far from it, Sir, that, next to abilities and integrity, I 
look upon this very circumſtance as one of the ſtrongeſt recom- 
mendations, 


7 . 
- 
thn tA Aa Doi theres <i> —— —— ͥ ͥ [ —půp — 


ND ſo, Sir, you and your brother-freeholders, it ſeems, 


ue going to offer a freſh inſult to the court, by chooſing, 
for one of your repreſentatives in patliament, Mr. Serjeant 
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mendations, which any man can have, to be choſen a member of 


parliament. | 

C. I ſhould be glad, Sir, to hear your reaſon. 

F. You ſhall hear it, Sir; and it is founded in the very nature 
of the Engliſh conſtitution, with which you, and too many, I'm 


afraid, of your kidney, are but very little acquainted. The 


Engliſh government is neither a monarchy, nor an ariſtocracy, 


nor a democracy; but is a mixed government, compounded, of 


all thefe. And each of theſe” conſtituent parts 1s intended to be 
a perpetual check and reſtraint upon the others. Now, Sir, 


the more obnoxious theſe are to one another, are they not likely, 


for that very reaſon, to prove more ſtrong and effectual checks. 
Take it for granted, Sir, that, the moment there are no mem 
bers in the lower houſe obnoxious to the court, the moment 
there is-no oppoſition given, by the commons, to the meaſures 
of the miniſtry ; take it for granted, I fay, that, from that very 
moment, the liberties of England are entirely extinguiſhed. How 


nearly that was the caſe during the late venal parliament, which 


did and undid, ſaid and unſaid, made and unmade laws, juſt as 


it was directed by the miniſtry, I leave to the deciſion of every 
one, who remembers its proceedings. All men, and all bo- 


dies of men, are naturally fond of power. Give the king his 

will—TI mean ſome kings; ; for, as to our preſent amiable ſove- 
reign, I believe, he is beſt ſatisfied with his limited condition 
1 ſay, give the king his will; and he would convert ouf free 


government into an abſolute monarchy: give the lords their 
will, and they would convert it into an ariſtocracy : and give 


the commons their will, and they, perhaps, would convert it in- 
to a pure republic. But none of theſe can ever have their will, 
while. their deſigns and projects are fo narrowly watched and 
ſo vigorouſly oppoſed by the others; and the more narrowly 
they are watched, and the more vigorouſly they are oppoſed, ſo 
much the better for the public: for the perfection of our free 
government ariſes from the jealouſy that ſubſiſts among the 
different 'parts of which it is conſtituted. Beſides, Sir, all 


courts—and our own, perhaps, as much as any other—are 


naturally inclined to extend their power beyond the bounds pre- 


| ſcribed by the conſtitution. The houſe of commons, therefore, 
in this kingdom, is expreſsly deſigned as a neceſſary barrier 


againſt the power of the crown; and to defend, from its en- 
croachments, the liſe, the liberty, and property of the ſubje&. 
Hence. it follows, that the more. jealous the commons are of 
the deſigns of the court, and the more obnoxious to its creatures 
and dependents, the more likely are they to diſcharge, with fide- | 
lity, the truſt committed to them. And to ſay, that a man's 
being obnoxious to the court, is a ſufficient reaſon againſt 
his being a member of parliament, is as great an abſurdity, as 
it would be to ſay—according to the ſtrong, though ſomewhat 
coarſe, compariſon of a celebrated writer—that your dog's being 
obnoxious to wolves and foxes, -is a ſufficient reaſon againſt 
your appointing them to guard your 8 fold and hen-rooſt. 
JC. But what, Sir, ſhould make you ſo very jealous of the power 
of the crown, particularly at this juncture? Is it greater now than 
it was half a century ago? And, yet, I do not believe there has 
been ſuch a violent ſtruggle about the election of members of 
parliament ſince the aeceſſion of the Brunſwick family. 


F. Ves, 
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F. Yes, Sir, it is greater now, not onlythan itwas half a centul 


ago, but even than it was twenty years ago; and this, I think, 


I can prove, to the conviction of every unprejudiced perſon. The 


power of the crown ariſes. chigſiy from its being intruſted with 


the management of the public revenue. Now if it ſhould ap- 


pear, that the public revenue, or annual ſupply, is double, 


nay triple of what it was twenty years ago, I hope you will 
allow, that the power of the crown is, in oze ſenſe, and that too 
a material one, proportionably increaſed. But that this is really 
the caſe, will be evident to any one who will take the trouble of 
conſulting any regiſter of the times, where he will find, that, 


ſo late as the year 1752, the public revenue, or annual ſupply, 
very little exceeded more than two millions ſterling ; whereas now | 


it amounts to between ſeven and eight millions; an amazing di 75 
ference, and which will be productive, no doubt, of very amazing 


efefs! For, the management of this ſum annually, in the hands 
of an artful and ambitious miniſter, is more than ſufficient to 
overturn, from their baſis, the liberties of the nation. I think 

I have heard it computed, that the whole current ſpecie of 


the kingdom does not exceed thirty millions ſterling; ſo that here 
is between one fourth and one fifth of the current ſpecie of 
the kingdom annually. devoured by the court. The truth is, 


Sir, the court is now become a mighty vortex, or whirlpool, 


which draws every thing towards its centre, is daily enlarging 
its ſphere of attraction, - and, if not checked, will ſoon enlarge 


it to the utmoſt extremities of the iſland. Tic cuncta vergere: 
every thing tends towards the court. It has, by means of its 
immenſe revenue, ereated to itſelf ſuch a mighty dependence, 
that almoſt every man you meet is either a placeman, or expecting 

to be a placeman; and, in a little time, it would appear, we ſhall 
be wholly a nation of placemen and flaves. Regardleſs, entirely, 


of the intereſt of the nation, every one is eager to ſhare in its 


plunder; and the public now exactly reſembles a ſhip in a ſtorm, | 


where the mariners, indifferent about the ſafety of the veſſel, 
or the ſafety of the paſſengers, are ſolely intent upon preſerving 
their own lives, and ſecuring to themſelves as much of the 


wreck as they can. Nor think, Sir, that the picture 1 


have here drawn, is the effect of a diſtempered brain, or warm 
imagination. It has been drawn, and in much ſtronger 


colours, by men of the cooleſt heads and of the ſoundeſt judg- 


ments. It has been frequently and juſtly ſaid, that the nation 


muſt either deſtroy its public debts, or its public debts will 


deſtroy the nation: though, whether this our national deſtruc- 
tion will terminate in domeſtic ſlavery, or in foreign conqueſt, 

it is impoſſible for any one, with certainty, to foretel ; but 
that it will terminate either in the one or the other, it requires 
no great depth of political ſagacity to foreſee. The increaſe of 
our public debts, and the conſequent increaſe of the power of 
the crown, will naturally increaſe the murmurs of the people. 


Theſe murmurs will furniſh a pretext, and indeed perhaps 


create a neceſſity, for encreaſing the army. The increaſe of 
the army will {till further augment the murmurs of the people. 


And when matters come to extremity, as by this way of pro- 


ceeding they very ſoon muſt, the army, if attached to the court, 
will either aſſiſt in rivetting the chains about the necks of their 
reluctant countrymen ; or, if diſſatisfied with the court, they 
will a Join the people, and thus involve every thing in 

| anarchy 
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anarchy 1 confuſion. And, thus weakened by our inteſtine 
coils, diſpirited by our preceding ſufferings, without money, 


without council, and without conduct, we ſhall at once fall an 
 -ealy prey to the firſt bold invader. And we need not doubt but 
our good neighbours, the F rench, will narrowly watch the 


critical period; which I fincerely pray may yet be at a great diſ- 


tance ; though, after all, perhaps, it may be much nearer, than 


you or I or moſt men imagine. 

C. I-own, Sir, you have drawn a moſt Hocking: picture; 
and were I convinced, that either of the. calamities, which you 
have repreſented in ſuch lively colours, were ever to befal my 


native country; whatever opinion you may entertain of the 
patriotiſm of a Courtier, 1 would inſtantly renounce my connec- 


tions with the court, and eſpouſe, moſt zealouſly, the intereſt 
of the people. But, how, let me aſk you, can theſe calamities 


be either prevented or retarded by chooſing a man ' who is 


-obnoxious to the court, for-one of your repreſentatives | 8 85 

F. I can hardly, Sir, believe you to be ſerious in aſking this 
| queſtion. Do you not perceive, that a man, who is obnoxious 
to the court, is moſt likely to oppoſe its deſigns ? And will 
it not be ever the deſign of the court, as it is manifeſtly its 


intereſt, to encreaſe the national debt, as it thereby encregſes 


its own power and influence? 


C. But, I hope, Sir, you do mot found. Mr. Serjeant Ghar s merit 


merely upon his being obnoxious to the court. I would fain 


think that he hath ſome other recommendations, to intitle him 


to the favour of the freeholders of Middleſex. 
F. Yes, Sir, he hath other recommendations—the nobieſt re- 
commendations which any man can have —the recommendation 


of having ſtood forth —gallantly ſtood forth in defence of the 
violated rights and privileges of his fellow-ſubjes ; and this he 


has done at the imminent hazard, nay, with the certain proſpect, 
of offending the court and all its numerous adherents. The 
truth is, Sir, Mr. Glynn's Mex1T with the people forms his 


DEMERIT with the court. He hath defended the liberties of 
the people; and therefore he is eſteemed and ſupported by the 


people: he. hath defended the liberties of the people; and 
therefore he is hated and oppoſed by the court : an admirable 
ſpecimen of the ſpirir of the court truly ! Shall it, therefore, 


be faid, that a man, who, by his zeal in maintaining our pri- 
vileges, hath incurred the diſpleaſure of the miniſtry, was 
deſerted by us in the day of trial? No, Sir, we never did, and, 
I hope, we never ſhall bring upon ourſelves ſuch a black, Tack 
2 ö imputation. Let the m 


to themſelves their thouſands and their ten thouſands, which 
they talked of expending for the ſaving of this county. We 


will not be /aved in their manner. Their /alvation we conſider 


as the deepeſt perdition. We will have none of their money ; 


"becauſe we know it is our own: we will have none of their 
money; becauſe we know they cannot ſpare it. Let them firſt - 


: diſcharge, if they are able to. diſcharge, the preſent arrears of 


the civil liſt, before they dare to think of contracting any new 


ones. And as we will have none of their money for the 
chooſing of a member, ſo neither will we have a member of 


their recommending. Let them ſend down, as uſual, their 


conge dehre to the venal p— of Scotland, and to the beggarly 
burghers. of Cornwall; but let them not preſume to uſurp the 
ame authority over the independent freeholders of the firſt 

county 


—y, therefore, reſerve 


— 1m... 
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county in the kingdom. We will chooſe a member, who is no 
placeman, nor recommended by placemen, nor is likely to be- 
come a placeman ; but who, we frankly avow it, is intended to 


be a ſpy upon all forts of placemen : nor, till the number of place- 
men is reduced in the lower h „ ſhall we ever think the 
deliberations of that afſembly free; nor, till the number of 
placemen is reduced in the whole kingdom, ſhall we ever conſider | 
our liberties but as in a ſtate of the moſt imminent danger. 


C. I ſuppoſe, then, a.place-bill will be one of the firſt mea- 


ſures which you will recommend to your new members. 


F. It will, Sir, if I and my ON mas can Pony carry our 
point. 


brother-freeholders, will you be able, do ye think, to carry it 
in . parliament? Will the very perſons, who enjoy places, or 


expect to enjoy places, be ſo fooliſh as to exclude themſelves Ha 


from ſuch lucrative appointments ? ? 


F. I have, Sir, a better opinion, than you ſeem. to Ki of the 
preſent patriotic parhament : and, if any future parliament ſhould 


be ſo loſt to all ſenſe of ſhame, of honour, and of juſtice, and to 
all kind of regard for the intereſt of the public, in which their 
own true intereſt is moſt certainly involved, as to oppoſe ſuch a 
meaſure ; let them remember, that the ſpirit of the nation has 
ſometimes become too high, to be reſiſted even by the p——, 


witneſs the paſſing of two former Place-bills, the rejecting of 
the Exciſe-ſcheme, and the repeating of the Jew-bill, the 


Cyderract, &c. 


C. I ſuppoſe, Sir, * you talked of Mr. 0 Glynn chavin 8 10 
ſtood forth in defence of the liberties of the ſubject, you alluded 
to his conduct in the affair of Mr. Wilkes. Now, Sir, for my 


own part, I cannot perceive what merit he can claim from his 
behaviour in that matter. He undertook to manage Mr. 


Wilkes's cauſe, and he has managed it like an honeſt and an 


able lawyer. Would not any other lawyer, in the ſame circum- 
| ſtances, have acted in the ſame manner? 

F. No, Sir, not one lawyer in twenty, nay, not one lawyer it in 
forty, would have undertaken the management of his cauſe at 
all. When the crown 1s /ncerely the proſecutor, few. lawyers 
will be bold enough, by appearing againſt it, to hazard its diſ- 
pleaſure ; and the lawyer, who will be bold enough to hazard 
its diſpleaſure i in defence of the liberties of his country, deſerves 


every applauſe, and every reward, which his grateful country can 


beſtow upon him. Such is Mr. Serjeant Glynn's merit ! ſuch is 
- E he already hath received! and ſuch is the reward, 

hic 

holders of the county of Middleſex. The crown is proſecutor 
in a thouſand cauſes, about the iflue of which it is perfectly in- 
different. The crown was proſecutor that is, by the laws of 


the land it was 0-/jged' to be proſecutor in the cauſe of faſice 


Gillam. But, with what /incerity it diſcharged its duty on that 
memorable occaſion, the behaviour of the Attorney and Solli- 
citor-General will for ever bear witneſs. But the affair of Mr. 

Wilkes was a cauſe, upon which the n had ſet its heart; 


and which it was determined, if poſſible, to carry againſt the 


_ defendant. And, therefore, no lawyer, who had not patriotiſm 
enough 


C. But if you ſhould be able to carry your point among your 
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enough to prefer the preſervation of his country's liberty to the 
ſmiles of a court; no lawyer, who had not courage enough to 
deſpiſe the frowns of a court, when engaged in ſupporting the 
rights of his fellow-ſubjeQs.; no lawyer, I ſy, but one of this 
admirable character, was likely to undertake the defence of 
Mr. Wilkes's cauſe: and as Mr. Glynn has undertaken, and 
conducted it throughout, with equal zeal and ability, he hath 
certainly a juſt claim to every kind of merit, which ſuch public- 
ſpirited behaviour can confer upon him. Nor is it the court of 
St. J———s's alone, that has this dangerous influence over the 
generality of lawyers. The court of K——'s-B——h has a 
proportionably dangerous influence. Aſk Mr. Bingley, in New- 
GATE, whether this is not the cate ; and whether, if every lawyer 
had performed his duty with as much intrepidity as Mr. Serjeant 
Glynn, he would not, before this, have been reſtored to his 
liberty, and not left unjuſtly to languiſh, for theſe fix weeks, in 
the molt filthy, moſt unhealthful, and moſt noiſome priſon in 
the kingdom. , be 272) oe HA ORR 
C. But, what ſay you to your old member, Sir William Beau- 
champ Proctor? He has, you ſee, again offered himſelf a candi- 
date. He has had the honour, he tells you, of repreſenting you 
in the three laſt parliaments ; and, if you have nothing material 
to object to his conduct during that period, he, no doubt, thinks 
he has ſome kind of title to repreſent you once more in the 
Kenn i 88 1 
F. No, Sir; Jam fo far from looking upon Sir William's having 
repteſented us in the three laſt parliaments, as any reaſon why 
he ſhould repreſent us in the preſent parliament, that I look 
upon it as a ſufficient reaſon why he ſhould not repreſent us. 
Twenty years is too long a time to be ſpent in doing nothmyg, 
or, perhaps, worſe than nothing. I do not aſk what goed Sir 
William has done during the three laſt parliaments ; becauſe I 
queſtion much if he has done any: but I ſhould be glad to be 
informed what evil he hath not done. I ſhould. be glad to 
ſee an account, of the manner in which he hath voted in all 
the important debates that have come before the houſe during 
the time he fat there; and if it ſhould appear—as I'm afraid 
it would appear—that, in all ſtruggles between the power of 
the crown and the liberty of the ſubject, he hath, in general, 
voted on the fide of the miniſtry, I ſhall leave every reader to 
draw the concluſion. Beſides, Sir, will you pretend to ſay, 
that Sir William is not at preſent ſupported by the miniſtry ? 
For, to what other purpoſe, but to ſerve his intereſt, have the 
miniſtry delayed iffuing a writ for Middleſex, while, it is well 
known, they have iſſued writs for all the other vacant counties 
and boroughs in the kingdom? Add to this, Sir, that we are 
no ſtrangers to their ſecret deſign of ſetting up two or three 
other candidates; with this artful view, that, after each of 
them has got a certain number of votes, amounting, in the 
whole, to more than half the electors, they may then lay their 
heads together, and thus jockey the county. But let. them 
_ reſerve theſe tricks for their Newmarket-races, The freeholders 
of Middleſex, I hope, are too wiſe to be caught in ſuch a ſnare, 
LONDON: Printed for W. BINGLEY, oppoſite Durham-Yard, in the Strand; by 
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i ede from the ri aht bebe err + tos, the firſt earl 
of Oxford of that name, in the ſhades, to his e 
nephew, the preſent L—d M—r of * Fol 

My dear great grand-nephew, 1 3 

L OR ſuch vou are, and ſuch. L. y e eſizem and call you, 

J* = notwithitanding the infidious attempts of Tgnorant © 

papers '-effayiſts, and ry ſtill more ignorant reviewers, to deprive 

ou of the honour: of being deſcended from ſuch a ſtock, or 
ſuch a ſtock of the honour of having produced ſuch a deſcendant. 

And, indeed, had you changed your name—as many a worthy 


man has—your principles and your practices would ſtill have diſ- 
covered the true Tory origin, from which you are ſprung. You 


poſſeſs, and—I ſpeak it with equal pride and pleaſure you poſ- 


ſeſs, in an eminent degree, the true Tory, high-flying, Facobite 
principles, which fo fignally e the firſt ef your family 
that raiſed it to the peerage. 

True it is, that our family for our family. is not of yeſter- 
day—was formerly remarkable for its whiggih and even its 


preſbyterian principles; and it was upon the ſtrength of theſe prin- 


ciples, that I firſt mounted into power and office. But, after I 
had reached the height of my ambition, I very wiſely kicked 
down the ladder, by which I had aſcended ; for after you have gain- 
ed the ſummit of the houſe; of what Gather uſe can a ladder be ? 
I will, indeed, acknowledge that this wiſe—as I then thought, 
and ſtill think it; but, as others were pleaſed to ſay, this ungrate- 
ful conduct had well nigh obliged me, in a little time after, to 
aſcend another ladder, more real, and not quite ſo agreeable, 
and appear upon a ftage, very different from that which I had 
hitherto trod ; where, inſtead of having my head adorned with 
a coronet, I ſhould certainly have had it ſevered from my body. 
But, thanks to the folly or lenity of the Whigs! I eſcaped the 
ſtorm that was ready to burſt upon me; and I at laſt died in 
peace, and was gathered to my fathers. 


But, 
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But, to return to you, my dear great - grand-nephew—while I 
glory in the parts and principles of ſuch an illuſtrious deſcendant, 
1 muſt, at the ſame time, confeſs my ſhame and my ſorrow for the 
poor figure, or rather the no-figure that was cut by my ſon, my 
nephew, my grand-nephew, and that is now cutting by your 
br-th-r, my other great - grand-nephew : the three firſt of whom 

| paed through the world without leaving any other memorial be- = 
hind them, than that they were born, lived, and died; and the 
laſt, I am afraid, will paſs through it, without leaving behind 
him any more durable monument of his merit. But as it is not 
every age that produces a hero, ſtill leſs is it to be expected that 
every family ſhould produce'a ſucceſſion of heroes. Nature, in- 
deed, ſeems to have been exhauſted with the violent effort ſhe 
made to produce me; and thus, like a barren woman, like an ta 
parens, the was content, for a number of years, to produce mere 
ſhadows and repreſentatives of men, mere walking ſtatues : till, 
at length, recovering her wonted ſtrength, ſhe made one effort 
more, and produced you, proles haud indigna parente, the worthy 
ſucceſſor, if not to my titles, at leaſt to my virtues. Well may 
I ſay with Horace: VF 


— 


Utrumque noſtrum incredibili modo 


our flars agree in a moſt wonderful manner. I endeavoured, to the 
: beſt of my power, to exclude from the throne the preſent reigning 
family. You have endeavoured, with the like laudable zeal, 
to e—/, from the throne, the ſame royal family; whoſe title, 
though founded upon an act of parliament, and acknowledged 
by ninety-nine in a hundred of the whole body of the people, 
vill never be fincerely gecognized by any true Tory. Proceed, 
therefore, my dear Tommy, in the way you have begun. Join 
with every miniſter, and every creature of every miniſter, in 
alienating from the prince the affections of his people, and thus 
pave the way for another revolution; for, by ſuch a method, and 
by ſuch a method only, can another revolution be ever effected. 
But, though our attempts againſt the preſent royal family have 
been nearly the fame, our rewards, I muſt own, have been very 
different; and ſo far, it is certain, our ſtars do not agree. My at- 
tempts had well nigh coſt me my head: yours have procured you 
a ſeat in the privy-council. See the ingratitude of king George 
the Firſt's miniſters, and the gratitude of thoſe of his great- 
grand-ſon! I muſt likewiſe obſerve, that, at the time of our 
making theſe attempts, your ſphere of action was rather narrower 
than mine. I was firſt lord of the treaſury: you was only Id 
m- r of London. But, narrow as your ſphere of action was, you 
exerted yourſelf in it, with uncommon ſpirit and activity. You 
battled it moſt manfully with the factious citizens; ſeizing them 
by the neck, and almoſt throttling them, and putting upon them 
handcuffs with your own proper hands; deſcending thus for the 
fake of the good old cauſe, to the mean office of a city-conſtable : 
but he that will diſcharge well the office of a city-conſtable, may 
riſe, in time, to be almoſt as great an officer as was formerly the 
grand conſtable of the kingdom, that is, to be a ſecretary of ſtate, 
or firſt lord of the treaſur rx. 
Let me not, however, omit mentioning what, in my opinion, 
conſtitutes the principal part of your merit; I mean your ſtrenu- 
ous 
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ous and unwearied oppoſition to that inveterate enemy of all Tories 


and Jacobites, Fobn Wilkes, efq; who hath raiſed againſt them ſuch a 


terrible hue-and-cry, as 1s not likely, I am afraid, to be very ſoon 
laid. Ina word, my dear Tommy, you have, by your late gallant - 
atchievements, ſo ſtrongly recommended yourſelf to the eſteem and 
affection of all the friends of the Stuart family on this fide Styx, 
that your health 1s frequently drunk by king James II, and king 
James III, —ahas the chevalier—and by all their loyal adherents, 
particularly by your quondam aſſociate, the noble earl of Egre- 
{© ORE In | | ho 

But great as your merit is, it might yet have been greater, had 
you had either the prudence or the ſpirit to avail yourſelf of the 
opportunity, which fortune threw in your way. What I allude to 
is, the election of the two ſheriffs for London and Middleſex, which 
you have ſhamefully allowed the liverymen to carry againſt you. 


The power of the ſheriffs for London and Middleſex is much 


greater than you, perhaps, would be apt to imagine. For, as 
there are more cauſes tried in London alone than in all the king- 
dom beſides, and as the ſheriffs have the nomination of all the 
juries, grand and petit, within the county, their power, of con- 


ſequence, may be ſafely affirmed to be more extenſive than that of 


all the other ſheriffs in the kingdom put together. 


This is a point, that was ſufficiently underſtood by the arbi- 
trary miniſters of king Charles II, whoſe conduct ſeems to have 


been fo faithfully copied by moſt of the numerous miniſtries 


you have had during the preſent reign. Theſe miniſters of king 
Charles II very well knew, that they could never pretend to lord it 


in the city, until they had got into their'own hands the appoint- 


ment of the ſheriffs; and, with this view, they fell upon the fol- 
lowing device. They bribed Sir John Moor, the then lord-mayor 
Has ſome people ſuſpect other lord-mayors have been by the preſent 
miniſtry and they encouraged him to inſiſt upon the cuſtomary 
. privilege of his office, of naming one of the ſheriffs. According- 


ly, when the time of election came, he drank to North, a Levant 


merchant, who accepted the office. The country-party ſaid, 


that, being lately returned from Turkey, he was, on account of 
his recent experience in that land of ſlavery, better qualified to 
ſerve the purpoſes of the court. A poll was opened for the elec- 


tion of another ſheriff; and here began the conteſt. The ma- 


jority of the common-hall, headed by the two ſheriffs of the for- 
mer year, refuſed to acknowledge the mayor's right of nominat- 
ing one ſheriff, and infiſted that both muſt be elected by the 

liveries. Papillon and Dubois were the perſons whom the coun- 


try party agreed to elect: Box was recommended by the courtiers. 


Books were accordingly opened for the poll; but as the mayor 
would not allow the elections to proceed for two vacancies, the 
ſheriffs and he ſeparated, and each carried on the poll apart. The 
country party, who voted, with the ſheriffs, for Papillon and 
Dubois, were much more numerous than thoſe, who voted with 
the mayor for Box. But as the mayor inſiſted that his books 
were the only legal' ones, he declared Box to be duly elected. 
All difficulties, however, were not ſurmounted. Box, apprehen- 
five of the conſequences of fo dubious an election, fined off; and 
the mayor found it neceſſary to proceed to a new election. When 
the matter was propoſed to the common-hall, a loud cry was raiſed, 
no election! no election! The two ſheriffs already elected, Papil- 
: | lon 
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lon and Dubois, were inſiſted on as the only legal magiſtrates. 
But as the mayor ſtill maintained, that Box alone had been legal- 
ly choſen, and that it was now requiſite to ſupply his place, he 
opened books anew, and during the tumult and confuſion of the 
citizens, a few of the mayor's partizans elected Rich, unknown to 
and unheeded by the reſt of the liveries. North and Rich were 
accordingly ſworn ſheriffs for the enſuing year; but it was neceſ- 
fary to ſend a guard of the train- bands to protect them in the en- 
tering upon their office. ge. PR 
Now, my dear Tommy, here was an example, a glorious ex- 
ample, worthy your cloſeſt, your moſt zealous imitation. Why 
then, in G—d's name, did you not follow it? Was you afraid, 
that, like Sir John Moor, you might have been obliged to em- 
ploy a party. of the train-bands to protect your ſheriffs in entering 
upon their office? But you have been obliged, you know, to em- 
ploy a party, not of the train-bands, but of the regular troops, 
to protect yourſelf in the execution of your office. And fo, I 
ſuppoſe, you thought, that, becauſe you had been forced to 
have recourſe to ſuch extraordinary means to ſecure your own. 
perſon, you had little chance of being able to afford ſecurity to 
unpopular ſheriffs. But if you thought fo, my dear, you was 
greatly miſtaken. The third regiment of guards, which would 
have been at your ſervice, is more than ſufficient to make the 
city of London tremble to its centre. The ſpirits of the people 
are now ſo cowed by the number and weight of the taxes, and by 
the arbitrary meaſures of the miniſtry, that they have not courage- 
to aſſert their privileges, eſpecially when under the immediate 
dread of military execution. 3 3 
- I can therefore, by no means, excuſe you for letting lip ſuch 
a favourable opportunity of ſerving the court ; an opportunity too, 
which, by the conſtitution of the city, you are not very likely to enjoy 
again. The truth is, I dread the conſequence of having two ſuch 
republican and anti-miniſterial ſheriffs as are now choſen ; and 
have you not already ſeen an alarming proof of the danger that 
may ariſe from ſuch mdependant and jree-ſpirited officers? Have 
not the preſent ſheriffs nominated a grand jury, who have had 
the unexampled preſumption to find a bill for wilful murder 
againſt S— G—I—m, eſq; only for diſpatching, with the ſhot of 
a muſket, or the ſtab of a bayonet, a number of his majeſty's 
liege ſubjects, when he was expreſily commanded to do fo by the 
m—y? As if, forſooth, an inferior officer were at liberty to re- 
fuſe obedience to, or to enquire into the legality of the orders 
of his ſuperior. 728555 „ 
Aye! Aye! this has always been the ab/urd maxim of the Whigs, 
that no man is obliged to obey the commands of his ſuperior, 
if theſe commands are contrary to the laws of the land, or to the 
laws of God and nature. But this maxim never was, and, I truſt, 
never will be embraced by any true Tory ; the diſtinguiſhing cha- 
racteriſtic of which party it ever has been to maintain that doctrine, 
fo full of ſenſe, and ſo agreeable to the dignity of human nature; 
I mean the doctrine of pay/ve-obearence and non-refiſtance. Take 
care, therefore, my dear Tommy, to recommend this doctrine by 
your example, and by your exhortation. Let every tnan addreſs 
his ſuperior in the ſame words in which Ao/us addreſſed Funo : 
| ——Tuus, O Regina, quid optes 
Explorare labor: mihi juſja capeſſere fas eft + 


that 
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that is, 71s yours Penny to command lis mine, implicitly to 
obe - 
But I had almoſt forgot one obſervation, which naturally ariſes ' 
from the hiſtorical facts 1 have mentioned above; and that is, the 
infinite difference there is, in point of gratitude, between the court 
of king Charles II, and that of king George III. Sir John Moor, 
you ſee, procured two ſheriffs for the court: you have only hed the 
.merit-of fighting a few boxing-matches with ſome obſtinate Cock- 
neys. But I never heard of any reward that Sir John received ; 

whereas you, by way of recompence, . have been made a privy- 


counſellor. 


In a word, my dear, conſidering the grateful diſpoſition of the 
| preſent miniſtry, and your inclination to oblige them, I do not 
deſpair, before you leave the world, of your becoming an ear], if 
not a duke. Let me adviſe you, however, to improve the pre- 
ſent opportunity, and (as the proverb has it) to make hay while the 
fun ſhines. For, if I may believe the reports of ſome ghoſts 
lately arrived in theſe lower regions, you have no chance of being 
elected again one of the city repreſentatives. The rebuff you have 
met with in the election of the ſheriffs, is a ſtrong proof, they ſay, 
of the decline of your City intereſt. .I am, my dear Tommy, 
. Your ſincere friend, and affectionate great-grand-uncle, _ 
ROBERT, OXFORD AND MORTIMER. 
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7 22 NORTH BRI TO N. 
-S 1 R, 
( ONSIDERING the ſevere and cruel impritontnent I have 


4 ſuffered on your account, I hope you will allow, that I have 
: HR little..title to a corner in your paper; and though you was 


pleaſed, in your 54th- number, to banter me on my ambition of 


turning author, and of having a paper in the North Briton, I 
will yet endeavour to acquit myſelf in ſuch a manner, as not to 
. diſgrace- your writings, ſenſible and ſpirited as they undoubtedly 
are. You will eaſily believe, that, ſince my being ſhut up in 


this dreary dungeon, I have had—as Califta ſays - room for medita- 


Zion; and, as. the love of my country is my ruling paſſion, I have 


employed my thoughts, for ſome weeks | patt, in letting a plan for 


an able and patriotic. miniſtry. | 
The ſubſtance of this plan I may perhaps communicate to 


you in fome future letter. 


. diſcover a. fpirit of greater diſintereſtedneſs than moſt of our 
political projectors ; ; 1 Sy I here pledge my honour, that I thall 
not appoint myſelf to any place under the government; our 
gentle miniſters - peace be. to them !—and our impartial diſpenſers 
. "5 righteous judgment, having already appointed me to one: and 
though I have not been in poſſeſſion of it above ſeven weeks, it 
vet begins to be ſo diſagreeable, that Thall ſoon beg leave to reſign 
it to ſome other perſon, who may be better intitled, than J am, to 
ſuch a diſtinguiſhed ſituation. 
endeavours to act up to the precept of chriſtianity, which ſays, 
that in <vbatever fate a man is, be ought therewith to be content, 1 


find. that. I. cannot be content with my preſent ſtate; nor can I lay 
any 


: But my chief intention at preſent 
is, to inform you, that, in the diſpoſal of places, I ſhall 


For, notwithſtanding my utmoſt 
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any claim to the compliment, which your correſpondent, in your 
lait week's paper, pays to his Majeſty, of being beſt /a7rsfied with 
his Iimitęed condition: for J frankly confeſs, that I am not farrsfied 
with my limited condition; and fincerely with, that it were not ſo 
very limited. | x | 

As to the choice of a proper ſucceſſor, I have ſeveral perſons in 
my eye. I had once fome thoughts of the ch—mb—rl—n or 
ſt-——£d of the h—ſh—l1d; and, if either of them will condeſcend 
to accept my place, I can truly aſſure them, that they will find 
here a more orderly, and, perhaps, even a more honeſt, houfhold, 
than that of which they have the direction. But the. former, if 


he comes here, mult lay aſide his old trick, which he practiſed in 
Ireland, of making deductions, for the uſe of his fon, from the 


perquiſites of the ſervants ; and the latter, if he ſucceeds me, muſt 
not be ſo very ſtingy, in Newgate, as he is in $f. F——#'s, of his 


coals and candle: for the place is extremely cold in winter, and 


the apartments are rather none of the beſt lighted. I likewiſe 


propoſed to the members of this family, the firſt Id of the 


tr as a proper perſon to ſucceed me; but they all objected to 
him with one voice, alledging, that he was deeply infected with 
the teh of gaming; and that whatever crimes they were guilty of, 


they were determined not to be gamblers. I then mentioned the 


preſent l- d m r of London; but he, I found, was ſtill more 
unacceptable: for he had, it ſeems, given it as his opinion, that 
a man ought' to be hanged fir/t, and tried afterwards: a maxim, 
which, the inhabitants of Newgate ſay, ſhall never be admitted 
within the walls of this ſeat of juſtice; for that they think it. ſoon 


.enough, in all conſcience, to be hanged, after they are fairly tried 


and coden. 3 1 . 
Jalſo took the liberty of hinting at Mr. J——e G-Il|-m as a 


proper ſucceſſor : but the people here would not endure the 


thoughts of ſuch a 4lody-minded man, who talked—like Bobadil 


—of killing five and twenty of his fellow-ſubjects to-day, and a 
hundred to-morrow. _ De | We 


. 


To conclude, Sir, I had almoſt begun to deſpair of my being 


able to find a ſucceſſor, when I happily recollected the right 


honourable L—d B——2: at the very mention of the name, the 


whole houſe was in an uproar of applauſe. Bon! Bon} 


reſounded from every quarter. They would have B—-—n, and 
none but B-—n. The murderers, in particular, were uncom- 
monly clamorous for his Ip as my ſueceſſor; alledging, that 


| Rag (ſhould not only receive a pardon, but even thanks, and that too 


in his m—y's name, for their alacrity in deſtroying their fellow- 
ſubjects. "Twas impoſſible, Sir, to withſtand theſe arguments 


I yielded to the united voice of the whole family; and I have 


now ſent a letter to his Ip, acquainting him with my intention 


of reſigning in his favour ; and that, as ſoon as he has prepared his 


baggage, I am ready to make room for him at a moment's. 


warning. | 1 


WY SOT | 5-16 10 | 
Jam, Sir, your perſecuted publiſher, _ 
LOND 0 N: Printed for W. BIN GLE, oppoſite Durtam-Yard: in the Strand; by 


whom wv: to the NoxT#-Briron are received; and whers all the former Numbers 
may be had. 
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Nam imperium facile lis artibus retinetur, quibus initio partum ęſt. 
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and to rondut? the affairs of government, it immediately recalls to 
my mind the ſtory of Phaeton, who undertook ro condud? the 


o 


8 * O& a 
my vi 9 % 
3 


" chariot of the ſun; and J cannot help dreading, that the former 
circumſtance may produce the ſame ruin and combuſtion in the 


moral, which the latter produced in the natural world. Such a 


ſuch as might reaſonably be expected. The proud Spaniard laugh- 


ing at our moſt importunate demands of a juſt debt: Che ambitious 


Frenchman conquering kingdoms, and threatening us with his ven- 
geance, if we preſume-to interrupt him: tbe Ir7/h, by their acquiſi- 
cion of octennial parliaments, throwing off, to a certain degree, 


their dependence upon Great-Britain : rh Enghſb highly and 


univerſally diſcontented, and exclaiming, with open mouth, 


againſt the 1gnorance, the avarice, and the tyranny of their 


miniſters: and the Americans engaged, or upon the point of 
engaging, in a general rebellion againſt. their mother-coun- 
try. Such are a few of the bleſſed effects of intruſting the chief 
management of our PRONE affairs to. a raw, uninformed, and 
unprincipled ſtripling? Well may I cry out, in the words of the 
preacher, with a little variation, Moe be to thee ! O land] when 


thy miniſter 17s a child. and ſtill more, when he 18 4 worthleſs, 


wicked, and abandoned child; a Covent-Garden blood, and a 


Newmarket jockey. But, not to loſe myſelf amidſt a multiplicity 


of objects, each of which might furniſh ſufficient matter for e 
variety of North-Britonc, I ſhall confine the ſubſtance of my pre- 


tent 


J HENEVER I ee a Taſh, thead-ſtrong, profligate, and 
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ſent. lather - to the affairs of America, as the ſtorm gathering in 
that quarter is by far the moſt alarming. The Americans are 
now fairly driven to deſpair; and we are going, it ſeems, to 
puniſh them for the effects of a phrenzy of our own raifing. 
The grievances of the Americans are of two ſorts ; partly civil, 
and partly religious: and each of theſe I ſhall conſider ſepa- 
rately. I will not ſay, as is ſaid by ſome others, that we have no 
right to tax the Americans, becauſe the Britiſb legiflature has de- 
termined the contrary. But though the Britiſh legiſiature hath 
abſolutely determined, that we have a right to tax the Americans, 
two noblemen gf the firſt abilities in the kingdom, the L—d 
H—h Ch--r and the E— of Ch—m, have given it as their 
opinion, that we have no ſuch right ; and it has trequently been 
found, that the opinion of two men, or even gf one man, is more 
agreeable to reaſon, to juſtice, to equity, and even to the real in- 
tereſt of the nation, than the united opinion of the 2oho/e legiſla- 
ture. But whatever may be our right to tax 25e Americans, the 
expediency of ſuch a meaſure, eſpecially at this juncture, may 
very reaſonably be queſtioned. - The Americans have repeatedly 
told us,—and we have no Juſt cauſe to doubt their veracity that 
they have no money to pay taxes, and hardly even enough to 


7 carry on their trade; as, by the numerous reſtrictions laid upon 


their commerce, their Whole current ſpecie 18 remitted to 
England. 
And here I maſt obſerve, that, acoording to the opinion of 
the beſt politicians, though free governments are always the 
moſt happy for thoſe who partake of their freedom; yet are they 
generally the moſt ruinous and oppreſſive for their colonies and 
| Provinces. When a monarch extends his dominions, . he ſoon 
learns to contider his old and his new. ſubjects as on the fame 
footing ; becauſe, in reality, all his ſubjects are to him the ſame, 
except the few friends and favourites, with whom he is perſonally 
acquainted. He does not, therefore, make any diſtinction be- 
:twixt them in his general laws; and, at the ſame time, is no 
leſs careful to prevent all particular acts of oppreſſion on the one 
than on the other. But a free ſtate neceſſarily makes a great 
diſtinction, and muſt always do fo, till men learn to love their 
| me benen as well as themſelves. | 
The governors, in this latter caſe, are all e e, and wil 
be ſyre ſo to contrive matters, by reſtrictions of trade, and by taxes, 
as to draw ſome private, as well as public, advantage from their 
-new dominions. Provincial governors have alſo a better chance, 
in a republic, to eſcape with their plunder, by means of bribery 
or intereſt; and their fellow-citizens, who find their own ſtate 
to be enriched by the ſpoils of the /ubje&-provimces, will be the 
more inclined to tolerate ſuch abuſes. Not to mention, that it 
is a neceſſary caution in a free ſtate to change the governors fre- 
quently ; which obliges theſe temporary tyrants to be more ex- 
peditious in their rapacity, that they may accumulate ſufficient 
wealth before they give place to their ſucceſſors. 
What cruel tyrants were the Romans over the world during 
the time of. their commonwealth ! Tis true, they had laws to 
prevent oppreſſion in their provincial magiſtrates ; but Cicero 
informs us, that the Romans could not better conſult the in- 
tereſt of the ee than by repealing theſe very laws. For; 


ſays 
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ſays he, in that caſe, our magiſtrates, having entire impunity, | 
would plunder no more than would fatisfy their own rapaciouſ- 
neſs : whereas, at preſent, they muſt alſo ſatisfy that of their 
judges, and of all the great men of Romr, whoſe protection 
they ſtand in need of. Who can read of the cruelties and op- 
preſſions of VERREs without horror and aſtoniſhment? And who 
is not filled with indignation to hear, that after CiczRo had ex- 8 
hauſted on that abandoned criminal all the thunders of his di- 8 
vine eloquence, and had prevailed fo far as to get him condemned | 
to the utmoſt extent of the laws; yet that cruel tyrant lived 
peaceably to old age, in opulence and eaſe, and, thirty years after- i 
wards, was put into the proſcription by MARK ANTHONY, on 1118 
account of his exorbitant wealth, where he fell, with CIcERO | 
himſelf, and all the moſt virtuous men of Rome ? : 
After the diflolution of the commonwealth, the Roman 
yoke became eaſier upon the provinces, as Tacirus imforms us +; 
and it may be obſerved, that many of the worſt emperors, Do- 
MITIAN , for inſtance, were very careful to prevent all oppreſſion 
of the provinces. In TIBERITIVUS's time, GAUL was efteemed richer 
than ITALY itſelf: nor does it appear, during the whole time of 


— - 


. 
&. — EE . «.. a 
* * ms. — ds 


ws * 232 _ — ———— * r EI 5 2 PQ xETLS 5 
* pe 3 _ — 
= 2 — 2 . r 1 1 2 * * 78 Lg. _ "2 r . — —_ 
3 1 e . ' r FEE IS Boas rs ER, * V 2 
2 * 3 8 1 9 91 FF on nat on eISSN. GR. ne "ad 
CE Tn ; \ — J 2 22 5 
* * FE A 


the RoMaAan monarchy, that the empire became leſs rich or popu- 1 
lous in any of its provinces; though indeed its valour and military 1 
diſcipline were always upon the decline. The oppreffion and ty- ol 
ranny of the CARTHAGINIANS over their /ubje&-/iates in AFRICA 5 | 4 
were carried fo far, as we learn from PoLyB1us\S, that, not con- '\\i8 


tented with exacting from them the half of all the product of 
their ground, which of itſelf was an intolerable burden, they 


_ alſo loaded them with many other taxes. If we paſs from ancient 9 
to modern times, we ſhall find the ſame obſervation hold. The 5 ul. 
provinces of abſolute monarchies are generally better treated than 18 


thoſe of free ſtates. Compare the Pais conquis of FRANCE with 8 
IRELAND, and you will be convinced of this truth. CORSA 1 
was alſo, till very lately, a remarkable inſtance to the ſame pur- 
VVV .-.- 
It muſt, indeed, be confeſſed, that, as the Engliſh government i 
is not a pure republic, the above reaſoning will not exactly apply } 
to the preſent caſe. It is certain however, that the Englith go- 
vernment approaches much nearer to a pure republic, than it does 8 
to an abſolute monarchy; and fo far, I am perſuaded, the above 1 
reaſoning will apply. I know there are ſome people who ſuſpect, | 
that, as our m have been endeavouring, for theſe ſeven 
years paſt, to deſtroy the republican part of our government, they 
mean to conceal from us their treaſonable deſign, by ſhewing that 
it ſtill exiſts in its full force, and produces even more than its 
natural effect in our American colonies. But I believe thoſe reaſon 
better who affirm, that our m—— have, indeed, formed a ſettled 4 
defign to deſtroy the republican part of our government; but that, 1 
encouraged, on the one hand, by their own extenfive power, on the 9 
other, by the extreme weakneſs of the people, they think it a need- 
leſs and ſuperfluous precaution to conceal their deſign : they have 
only, in the preſent caſe, like all arbitrary miniſters, begun at 
e extremity of the empire. eee, 


rr 1 


+ Ann, lib. I. cap. 2. x Suet. in Vita Demit. Mt Tacit. Ann. lib. III. 
id. I. cap. 72. | | 


This, 
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This, indeed, ever has been, and ever will be the manner, in 
which all arbitrary or deſpotic government is eſtabliſhed. It firſt 
commences in the more remote parts of the kingdom, where the 
people, few in number, ſcattered over the country, and not col- 


lected into large towns, have little power, and leſs inclination, 


to make any vigorous reſiſtance. And having thus got a ſure 


footing in the more diſtant provinces, it advances, by quick and 


rapid ſteps, towards the capital ; where the citizens, enervated 


by floth, luxury, debauchery, and by every other vice that wealth 
can create, fall an eaſy prey to their military leg! lators. Even in 


deſpotic governments, the metropolzs commonly enjoys a degree 
of liberty beyond what is to be met with in the more reviote 


Provinces. The Parzſians are more free than the inhabitants of 


Aix or 7. houlouſe ; and the citizens of Rome than thoſe of Loretto 
or Bologna. 

It has, I think, been remarked by one of your correſpondents, 
that the power of the crown is now become ſo great, by the in- 
finite number of places it has to diſpoſe of, as to threaten the 


liberties of the nation with ſpeedy deſtruction. Increaſe the num- 
ber of theſe places but ever fo little, and the work, I believe, 


will be. fully compleated. Our m rs, indeed, have. ſtretch- 


ed this point, as far as they can ſafely ſtretch it, at leaſt for the 


preſent. And now finding it impoſſible to provide for their 
hungry creatures and dependants on this fide the ATLANTIC, Wer 


are reſolved, it ſeems, to provide for them in Au ERIC AA.. 
The AMERICANs, however, are in no diſpoſition to receive 


theſe courtly viſitants, whoſe character they have drawn in as 


ſtrong and lively colours, as if they had beheld all their in/olence of 


office in GREAT-BRITAIN. They ſay, „that their money can- 


not be applied to worſe purpoſes than to maintain fivarms of 


„ OFFICERS and PENSIONERS in 4dleneſs and luxury, whole example 
has a tendency to corrupt their morals, and whoſe arbitrary diſpoſi- 
tions will trample on their rights.” They call them men, whoſe 


<6 imperious tempers, whoſe raſh, inconſiderate, and weak be- 


e haviour, are well known.” They add, © that they are con- 
< tinually alarmed with rumours and reports of new importations 


* of OFFICERS and PENSIONERS, to fuck, the t lfe-blood of the body- 
politic while it is frreaming rom the veins. And, viewing them in 


this 7% but odious light, is it to be ſuppoſed, that they will patiently 
bear to ſee their land over-run, and their ſubſtance devoured, by 


ſuch pernicious, ſuch deſtructive vermin ? 


Of but it will be ſaid, all theſe Orricers and 1 


and a thouſand times more, are neceſſary for the ſupport .of 


government. Yes! yes! it is neceiſary for the ſupport of 
government, that the farmers-general in FRANCE, and the tax- 
gatherers in SPAIN, ſhould riot on the ſpails of their fellow-ſub- 


ſects! And it is equally neceſſary for the ſupport of government, 
that the wretched peaſants of POL AND ſhould labour five days in 
the week for their lordly maſters; and but one for themſelves ! 


In good earneſt, moſt governments in the world are ſuch heavy: 


curſes upon the poor ſubjects who groan under them, that it 


would be much better for the unhappy people, if they had no 


government at all. Monſieur de L' Eſtoille, in his Travels, tells us, 
that as he journeyed through the IN DIES, he travelled for above 
twenty days to ö ogether, through lanes of people hanged upon trees, 


by 
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by command of the king; who had ordered above a hundred 
thouſand of them to be thus murdered and gibbeted, and all tov 
for no other crime but becauſe two or three robberies had been 
committed amongſt them. Here, gentle reader, was Hie with a | 
witneſs, This /t king, I ſuppole, followed the maxim of a ce- 
lebrated lawyer, FiaT JusTITIA ET PrReaAT MuxDus. It is 
likewiſe related by feveral hiſtorians, that MuLEy, emperor of 
Morocco in the beginning of the preſent. century, hutchered 
above forty thouſand of his ſubjects with his own hands.—So in- 
dulgent a father was he to his people! And yet his right to ſhed 
human blood being one of the chief articles of the church of 
Mokocco, as by law eſtabliſhed, the people were eager to die by 
his hand; a circumſtance, which, they were made to believe, pro- 
cured them an immediate admiſſion into Paradiſe. Such, indeed, was 
their avidity for this high diſtinction, that, though, as it is ſaid, 
every time he mounted his horſe, he fliced off the head of the 
ſlave, who held his ſtirrup, to ſhew that he was as good an execu- 
tioner as he was a horſeman ; yet was there a conſtant contention 
among his ſlaves, who ſhould be the happy martyr on the occaſion : 
inſomuch that, ſeveral of them crowding to his ſtirrup together, 
for the ineftimable favour, his majeſty had ſometimes the honour 
to cut off two heads at once, and thus to make two ſaints at a 
blow. And yet theſe cruel and tyrannical governments had, no 
doubt, their friends and ſupporters ; and all theſe ſhocking and 
inhuman barbarities were probably repreſented, by the courtiers of 
thoſe times and of thoſe princes, as abſolutely neceſſary for the 
ſupport of government. But if ſuch ſhocking and inhuman bar- 
barities were abſolutely neceſſary for the ſupport of all govern- 
ment, my fervent prayer to Heaven would be, that there were no 
ſuch thing as government in the world: for I would rather be de- 
prived of all the advantages ariſing from fuch ſociety, than enjoy 
them on ſuch precarious, ſuch dreadful. conditions; and would 
rather expoſe myſelf to the fury of wild beaſts, than to the fury of 
a tyrant, the wildeſt beaſt in nature. For my own part, I can 
form no other idea of a legal government, than that it is an in- 
ſtitution calculated to promote the good of the public; and 
every inſtitution that is not ſo calculated, is not a legal government; 
it is merely an uſurpation : and every particular act of government, 
that has not this tendency, is contrary to the very end for which 
all government was eſtabliſhece. 
I will not fay, that the meaſures, which we have lately 
purſued, and are {till purſuing, in the management of our Ameri- 
can colonies, are not calculated to promote the welfare of thoſe 
colonies in particular, and of the Britiſh dominions in general; 
but I am afraid we ſhall have ſome difficulty in perſuading the 
AMERICANS, that they are calculated to. promote the welfare 
either of the one or of the other. They will, I apprehend, be 
apt to ſuſpect, that they are calculated merely to increaſe the num- 
ber of placemen and penſioners, and, of conſequence, the power 
of the crown, already become too great to be conſiſtent with the 
' preſervation of our national liberties; and conſidering them in 
this light, they may be prompted, even from a principle of pa- 
triotiſm, to refaſe ſubmitting to the duties impoſed upon _— 
| 'Tis 
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'Tis certain, however, that they muſt embrace one part of 
this alternative: they will either fabmit to theſe duties, or they 
will not. If they do ſubmit. to them, tis more than probable, 
that their reſentment of the ill uſage they may think they have met. 
with, will induce them to break off all commercial connections 
with GREAT-BRITAIN; and thus we ſhall be deprived of the 
only real advantage, which, a mother-ſtate can derive from her 
colonies. If they do not ſubmit to them, they wall either raiſe a 
civil. war, the greateſt of evils; or they will oblige the 
to repeal an act, which they have ſo ſolemnly paſſed, and thus 


render the government perfectly contemptible. 


To ſuch a fine paſs have our wiſe m——rs brought the affairs of 
the nation; that their- meaſures, even in their moſt favourable iſſue, 


muſt neceſſarily be productive of the moſt fatal effects! If they act 
from deſign, they ought to be puniſhed as traitors to their country: 


af from ignorance, they ought to be diſmiſſed from places which 
they are ſo unable to fill. 

1 mould now come to conſider the religious grievances of the 
AMERICANS ; but theſe I muſt reſerve for the * of another 
letter. In the mean time, I am, Sir, 

Yours, &c. 


L 
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-GREEABLE to ahi dic I ae TY in tay laſt ler, 1 


AurxieAus; which, th 


allowed to continue, and to operate their full effec, may perhaps 
become, in time, Mill r intolerable, What JI mean is, the 
deſign that has been Wen ta introduc 
Ebi oye aſion as the cſtablithed reli ion. 

7. This Les, which is now no ſecret, gh 
prehenſion and indignation of almoſt every AMERICAN. They 


27. , and they ſay 1 it truly, that it was in Ser to free themſelves. 
from the tyranny and deſpotiim , of the epiſcopal hierarchy, that their 
anceſtors abandoned their native Eounitry, and took refuge in the 


barren wilds of the weſtern continent. And is it to be ſuppoſed, 


that they will feder bend their necks to a yoke, which neither 
they nor their 


fully ſatisfied, there is "I * which mankind are ſo 
| very 


[1 0 


Hall now proceed to conſider the religious grievances of the 
not carried, as yet, to ſo great a 
height as thoſe of a civil nature, are, nevertheleſs, as real, and, if 


ge, into AMERICA, the 


$ juſtly excited the ap- 


ore-fathers have bern able to bear? Is it to be fu p+_ . 
2 that, after having enjoyed, for ſo long a time, the ble. 
{ings of religious, and conſequently, of civil liberty, they will 
_ tatnely forego them without a fingle ſtruggle ? Thoſe who think 
ſo, know not human nature; for every one that knows it, muſt be. 
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very tenacious as of their religious principles; and that almoſt every 
attempt to change theſe principles, in oppolition to the humour of 
the people, has terminated in the deſtruction of the perſon who 
made it. Witneſs the injudicions and 1ll-timed attempt of Kin 
Charles the Firſt to introduce into Scotland the epr/copal form of 
government. For it may be ſafely affirmed, that, notwithſtand- 
ing the many rude encroachments which that prince had made 
upon the civil rights of his Engliſh and his Scottiſh ſubjects, 
neither of theſe people would, at leaſt for ſome time, have riſen 
in arms, bad it not been for the violent ſteps, which his majeſty 
took to change the religious principles of the latter. This was the 
true ſource of the civil wars; and, in the like circumſtances, 
will ever be the ſource of civil wars. Nor, indeed, is it at all 
ſurprizing that it ſhould : for can it be expected, that a people 
ſhould change their religion, their manners and their cuſtoms, in 
an inſtant, and with the ſame rapidity with which a prince or his 
x may publiſh the ordinance that eſtabliſhes a new reli- 
The truth is, moſt miniſters conſider the people as clay in the 
hands of the potter, which they think they may mould into any 
ſhape they pleaſe; but I am afraid, that our preſent miniſters 
will find the AMERICANsS compoſed of very different matter. 
I am afraid, that, inſtead of clay, they will find them compoſed 
of ſteel, that will break before it will bend, and will perhaps cut 


- 


the hand that ſhall attempt to bend it. 


hut, admitting the poſſibility of eſtabliſhing 2pi/ſopacy-in-Ame- 
RICA, ſuch a ſcheme, could it actually be executed, ought to be 
ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by every friend to his country; as, were it 
once actually executed, it would certainly be attended with the moſt 
pernicious conſequences. It was, I think, a ſaying of king 
James the Firſt, No Bismoe, no KING; and, might I take the 
freedom of oppoling a. maxim of mine 70 that royal chopper of 
ſentences, I would ſay, and, I believe, with equal truth, No 
Diss ENTER, No LIBERTY. TAE DissENTERS are, and ever 
have been, the very life and ſoul of the republican part of our go- 
vernment. They have often ſaved it, when upon the brink of 


deſtruction; and, it is to be hoped, they will {tilt fave it, if ever 
it ſhould be again brought to the brink of deſtructionn. 
 __The,PuriTANns;—lays a celebrated hiſtorian g, who cannot be 
ſuppoſed partial to that republican ſect the PorITaANs preſerved 
alive the ſmall ſparks of the love of liberty that were to be found 
in the nation, during the reign of Elizabeth and of the two firſt 
. princes of the Stuart line. And whatever ridicule may be thrown 
upon the PuRiTAans by ſome court-ſycophants, I muſt confeſs, 
for my own part, I would rather be a Pu RITA, attached to law 

and liberty; than a CHURCHMAN, attached to ſlavery and deſpo- 

tiſm: I would rather be a PuRI TAN, who can fit quietly under 
his own vine and his own fig-tree, and none to make him afraid; 
than a CHURCHMAN, who is either employed in raviſhing the 
vineyards of others, or who, like NA BO H, is in danger of having 
his own vineyard raviſhed from him. | 

| Hume. 
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Accuſtomed 


No: 61. Tut NORTH BRITON. 


e 


Accuſtomed to think freely in religious matters, the Proteſtant 


DissgNT ERS have ever exerciſed the ſame freedom in their poli- 


tical ſpeculations. They plainly perceived the abſurd nature and 
pernicious tendency of the doctrine of divine indefeafible hereditary 
' right, and of paſſive obedience and non-refiſtance; and they accord- 
ingly rejected it with the utmoſt indignation. They boldly main- 
' tained, that all government was inſtituted for the good of the 
people; that the SaLus PoPULLI was the SuPREMA LEX; that 


the ſovereign was only the firſt ſervant of the public; that the 


prince, as well as the ſubject, was bound to obey the laws; that the 
moment the prince violated the laws, the ſubje& was, at leaſt in 


that inſtance, freed from obedience; and that if ever the prince 


proceeded to ſuch a length as to violate the laws eſſential to the 
\ conſtitution, the ſubject was entirely freed from his allegiance. 

Theſe are the principles, which the DissENTERS have ever 
embraced, and which they ſtill embrace. Theſe are the princi- 


ples, upon which the civil war was begun, and the revolution 


effected. Theſe are the principles, upon which the preſent 


family was eſtabliſhed on the throne, upon which it ſtill poſſeſſes 


it, and upon which alone it can continue to poſſeſs it. And if 


ever any miniſter ſhould be ſo daringly wicked, as to adviſe any 
prince of that family to violate theſe principles, he ought to be 
puniſhed as a traitor to his king and to his count x. 


But, perhaps, it will be ſaid, that theſe principles have been 


always embraced, and with as much fincerity, by the EpISco A- 


—_— 


Lans, as by the DisszxTERS. If any one ſhould ſay fo, the 


whole Engliſh hiſtory would give him the lie. Were they em- 
braced by them in the reign of KING JAMES The FIRST, who, 


when, in the conference of divines at HAMPTON-couRT, he 


exalted his own prerogative and the prelatical character, was 


told by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, that undoubtediy his ma- 


Jeſty ſpoke by the ſpecial aſſiſtance of God's ſpirit ? Were they em- 


— 
1 


braced by them in the reign of King CHARLES THE FIRST, 


whom they wickedly intoxicated with ſuch high notions of the 


royal prerogative, as precipitated him into meaſures that terminated 
in his own deſtruction and in the deſtruction of the monarchy ? 


Were they embraced by them in the reign of KING CHARLES 


* THE SECOND, to whom they ſuggeſted the moſt arbitrary coun- 


cils, and whom they ſtrongly adviſed to get the doctrine of paſſive 


obedience enacted into a lau; and who, when that prince made a 


bold, and, unhappily, but too ſucceſsful an effort to reign without 
parliaments, ſo vigorouſly aſſiſted him in his unconſtitutional 
meaſures, that the hiſtorian + above quoted expreſſly ſays ; © the 
* clergy eſpecially were buſy in this great revolution; and being 
* moved, partly by their own fears, partly by the infinuations of 
* the court, they repreſented all their antagoniſts as ſectaries and 
* republicans, and rejoiced in eſcaping all thoſe perils, which 
e they believed to have been hanging over them. Principles, the 
* moſt oppojite to civil liberty, were every where inſorced from the 
* pulpit, and adopted in numerous addreſſes; where the king 


«© was flattered in his preſent meafures, and congratulated on his 


* eſcape from parliaments. Could words have been depended'on, 


+ Hume's hiſt, 8vo. edit. vol. viii. p. 152. 
1 1 « the 
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the nation appeared to be running faſt into voluntary ſervi- 

„ tude, and ſeemed even ambitious of reſigning into the king's 

hands all the privileges, tranſmitted to them, through ſo many 

ages, by their gallant anceſtors.” 

And though they made ſome oppoſition to the violent meaſures 
of King JaMEs THE SECOND, yet was it chiefly becauſe their 
own order was attacked; for, had that prince been contented with 
deſtroying only the civil liberties of the nation; without en- 
deavouring to undermine its religion, 'tis more than probable that 
he might have carried his point, at leaſt for any interruption he 
was likely to have met with from the eſtabliſhed clergy. 

True it is, they concurred in the revolution; but with what 
ſincerity, the great number of them who orgy to take the oaths 
to the new government, and the endleſs x and. conſpiracies 
| they hatched againſt it, ſufficiently declare. 

Let it not, however, be imagined, that I mean to impute the 
above principles and practices to, the whole body of the Ee1sco- 
PAL CLERGY. God forbid! I know there are ſome of the 
EprscoPAL CLERGY, who are as ſtaunch friends to the liberty 
of the ſubject, as any DIs8ENTER in the kingdom; witneſs the 
worthy author of the Confeſſional, and ſeveral others. I only mean 
to impute them to the high-flying, Jacobite clergy, and to their 
deluded followers among the laity, who. never were, and, I be- 
lieve, never will be thoroughly reconciled to our free government; 
and if ever they ſhould be reconciled to our government, I ſhall 
| begin, T muſt own, to entertain 2 | ſuſpicion, that our goverhment 
7s no longer free. | 
But, though I mean not to impute the above prinicples and prac- 
tices to the whole body of the EpIscoPAL CLREROGY, I may yet, I 
am perſuaded, take upon me to aſſert, that the epiſcopal form of 
church government is much better adapted, than that of the pre/6y- 
- ferzans, or of any other ſect, to an abſolute monarchy ; and for the 
truth of this affertion 1 appeal to the ſentiments of the moſt ſenſible 
Writers who have ti eated of politics. The diſtance between the 
proud prelate and the poor curate is almoſt as great, as that between 
the grand monarch and the meaneſt of his menial ſervants. - The 
truth is, the ſpirit of ſubordination: that prevails in the epiſcopal form 
of church government, is admirably calculated to preſerve order, or” 
rather favery, in civil ſociety ; for i is it to be ſuppoſed, that a man, 
poſſeſſed of about ten pounds a year, will dare to diſobey the orders 
of one, poſſeſſed, perhaps, of as many thouſands? 
Dis an old and a juſt obſervation, that ſuperſtition is an enemy 70 
civil i beriy, and entbufigſm a friend to it. But it is well known, 
that the Cnuxch or ENGLAND: partakes conſiderably of the ſaper- 
itiaus character; and that all the DissENTERs are, more or leſs, 
remarkable for ent huſiaſm. That this is the natural tendency of ſu- 
perſtition, will be evident to any one who conſiders, the ſituation of 
France; of SpA, or of any other Roman catholic country, where 
ſuperſtition prevails in its fall force, and where. the poor people are 
held in ſuch a laviſh ſubjection by their ſpiritual and temporal rulers, 
that they are almoſt looked upon. as beings of an inferior ſpecies. 


It is commonly — of a Fuer biſhop, Who was a. man of 
quality, 
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quality, as moſt of the French biſhops are, that, thinking it beneath 
his dignity to addreſs his flock in the uſual ſtyle, Mes cheres freres, or 
Dearly beloved brethren, he began his ſermon thus; Canaille chretien, 
ecoutes la parole de Dieu; Ye CHRISTIAN SCOUNDRELS, liſten to the 
word of Gcd ! Such were the ideas of a due fubordination, with which 
Jope 1110n inſpired this right reverend and honourable prelate ! 
Fut not only is the epzſcopal form of church government an enemy 
to liberty and à friend to flavery, by the. ſtrong mixture of ſuper- 
ſition which it contains, and by the infinite dyindtion it makes 
among the different members, of which it is compoſed : it is like- 


wiſe ſo, by the great number of uſeleſs prieſts with which it is en- 


cumbered, by the immenſe wealth poſſeſſed by theſe prieſts, and by 

the unequal diſtribution of that wealth among the ſeveral perlons 
belonging to the prieſthood. 

The clergy of ScoTLAND, if I am rightly ien do not 


amount to one thouſand. The clergy of England, I believe, fall 


not greatly ſhort of twelve thouſand. So that, ſuppoſing the 
ciergy to bear the fame proportion to the laity 1 in both theſe King- 
doms, ENGLAND ſhould contain twelve times as many inha- 
bitants as SCOTLAND. But ENGLAND, according to the higheſt 
computation, does not contain above three, or, at mit, four 
times as many inhabitants as ScoTLAND ; fo that, making. al- 
lowance for the greater number of people in the former than 
in the latter, for every c/ergyman in SCOTLAND there are at 
leaſt three, if not tour, in ENGLAND. And, as the number of 
clergy in ENGLAND, is ſo much larger than in ScoTLAND, their 
revenues, it is well known, are proportionably large. The whole 
annual revenue of the Srot7zfh clergy does not excced 80,0090 


pounds; a ſum hardly equal to what is poſſeſſed by the Ci, 


alone, and perhaps not one tenth of what is poſſeſſed by the whole 
body of the Engliſb clergy. And as the annual revenue of the 
Engliſh clergy is to much greater than that of the Scotch, it is 
divided, it is certain, among the different members, in a much 
more unequal and diſproportionate manner. Few Scottiſh clergy- 
men have leſs than fifty, and few more than a hundred pounds a- 
year. But, as I hinted above, ſome Engliſh clergymen have ten 
thouſand, and ſome little more than ten "pounds a-year. Such 
an infinite difference is there, in the number of clergymen, in 
the amount of their revenue, and in the diſtribution of that re- 
venue, between the epiſcopal and the preſbyterian eſtabliſhments ; 
and ſo much more favourable is the former, than the latter, to an 
abſolute and pure monarchy ! But as the Engliſh government 


never was, is not now, and I hope never will be an abſolute and 


pure monarchy, ſo I pray I may never be fo unhappy as to live 
to ſee the time when the ep:/copal perſuaſion ſhall be extended over 
the whole Britiſh dominions ; for, if ever that time ſhould un- 
fortunately arrive, I will take upon me to affirm, that our liberties 
are, from that moment, irrecoverably ruined. 

I will, indeed, admit, that the epiſcopal religion is the chief 


ſupport of the monarchical part of our government; and fo 


far I wiſh it may always be preſerved in its preſent condition. 


But 
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But, as I never deſire to ſee the monarchical part of our govern- 


ment enlarged, fo neither do I deſire to ſee the epiſcopal religion 


extended beyond its preſent bounds. Our government, as I obſerved 


in my laſt letter, partakes more of a republic than of a monarchy. 
The epiſcopalians are the chief ſupport-of the monarchical part of 
it; the diſſenters, of the republican : and therefore I wiſh, that 
there may be always a greater number of enters than epr/copalians 
in the Britiſh dominions. The crown, God knows! does not at 
preſent ſtand in need of any additional aſſiſtance from the hierarchy. 


It is daily receiving freſh acceſſions of ſtrength from a variety of 


other quarters: quarters, which, I am afraid, it is not fo eaſy to 
block up; and which yet, if they are not blocked up, will in time 


confer upon it ſuch an exorbitant degree of power, as Will 
enable it to overturn the liberties of the nation. 


Let the miniſtry, therefore, drop their ill-judged ſcheme. of 
eftabliſhing epiſcopacy in AMERICA ; and let the 4:/hop of London, 
who has lately been appointed one of the L— of 'Tr——e and 
Pl- ns, direct his attention rather to temporal than to ſpiritual 
objects. Nor need he be afraid of being put out of countenance 
by the ſuperior abilities of his fellow- com miſſioners; for, however 


ignorant he may be of the nature of commerce, I will venture to 


aſſure him, that he cannot well be more ignorant than his col- 
leagues. I am, Sir, Yours, &c. 
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1 Need not inform you, for, I dare ſay, you know it already, 
that the arrears of the Civil Lift, which have long been upon 


the increaſe, are at laſt ſwelled up to the enormous ſum of 


60c,0:01. nay, ſome ſay 800,c00]. nay, ſome ſay 1,000,000 


ſterling. This much is certain, that 7he Crown is no leſs than 
five quarters in debt to moſt, if not to all, of its ſervants. The 


conſequence of which deficiency is, that the ſuperior ſervants are 


proportionably backward in paying the bills of their tradeſmen ; 
and the inferior are reduced to a ſtate of the moſt wretched 
poverty, and almoſt, indeed, of abſolute bankruptcy. And I can 
poſitively aſſure you, from my own perſonal knowledge, that a 


very reputable tradeſman, a ſervant of the Crown, was lately a 


priſoner in NEwGATE, owing, as he declared, to debts he had 


been obliged to contract on account of the great arrears due to him 
from the Crown; and which he found it impoſſible, by any 


means, to diſcharge, until theſe arrears were paid him. And had 
it not been for the generous interpoſition of ſome worthy friends, 


who fatisfied his creditors, and reſtored him to his liberty, he 


might have been left to languiſh in that noiſome dungeon for 
ſeveral years to come; for I believe it will be ſeveral years before 
the parliament will be fo fully ſatisfied of the equity and juſtice 


of running the Crown in debt, as to be willing to diſcharge it. 
N Nor 
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Nor let it be ſuppoſed, that the caſe of the tradeſman J have 
there alluded to, is, in any reſpect, ſingular. No, Sir; I appeal 
to all thoſe who have any concerns in trade with the ſervants of 
the Crown, whether this is not nearly the caſe with all theſe ſer- 
'vants; whether they are not extremely backward in diſcharging 
their debts; and whether it is not their conſtant apology for this 


backwardneſs, that they cannot obtain their money from the Crown, 


till it is five quarters due, and even then but a trifle at a time. 
The truth is, if Fam not miſinformed, there are ſome thouſands of 


the ſervants of the Crown in nearly the ſame predicament with 


the tradeſman above hinted at; and what a dangerous influence 
this muſt have upon commerce, I leave to the deciſion of every 
one who is a competent judge of the ſubject. It has, I think, 
been obſerved by one of your correſpondents, that the whole cur- 
rent ſpecie of the kingdom does not, perhaps, exceed 30,000,000 
ſterling: fo that here is one 3<th, or one 37th, or, at leaſt, one 
coth of the current ſpecie of the kingdom diverted into a wrong 
channel; and, inftead of ſupporting, as it ought to ſupport, the 

wives and children of induſtrious tradeſmen and mechanics, em- 
ployed in ſupporting the wh—s, pimps, and paraſites of our 
But not only has this immenſe debt a dangerous influence upon 


commerce by its immediate weight and prefiure ; it has, perhaps, 


a more dangerous, becauſe a more extenſive influence, by the 


force of the bad example. We are, all of us, God knows? but 
too apt to follow the example of our ſuperiors. If the K— runs 
in debt, the 7ob:ity will think they may take the ſame liberty: 
if the nobility run in debt, the gentry will lay claim to the fame 
. honourable privilege : if the genzry run in debt, the merchant will 
ſoon avail himſelf of ſo 10% a precedent: and if all theſe run 


in debt, it is not to be ſuppoſed, that the trade/man and mechanic 


ſhould be fo very unpolite as not to. tread in the footſteps of their 


| betters. And thus, agreeable to the words of my motto, the 


manners of the p——, by a natural and neceſſary connection, w1// 


gradually diffuſe themſelves. through the whole body of the people. 


But not to take up your time, or that of your readers, with 
pointing out all the bad effects of this deſtructive practice, I muſt 
beg the favour of ſome of your correſpondents, who may be better 
informed than IT am, to give the public, through the channel of 


your paper, a ſatisfactory account in what manner this money 
hath been employed. Has it been employed in augmenting the 


magnificence and hoſpitality of the court? But theſe, it is well 
known, have been retrenched to an amazing degree: to ſuch. a 
degree, indeed, if we may believe ſome people, as to produce an 
annual ſaving of 100,000]. In a word, ſuch a ſpirit of #conomy, 
or rather of parſimony, has been introduced into'the management 


of the r h—ſh—1d, that a ſervant who is ſent with a preſent, 
has a better chance, it is ſaid, of being rewarded for his trouble 


at the King's Bench, than at St. . And, though the pre- 
ſent L— d St-—d once gave it as his opinion, that 8 o, ooo l. a 


year was hardly ſufficient to maintain the houſhold of a private 


5 


* 


nobleman, yet his Ip, who is a private nobleman, cannot, 


Jam 
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Jam perſuaded, with all his places, perquiſites, and even 
the profits ariſing from the ſale of his Aitcſen- tut, afford to 1 
.one-fiftieth part of that ſum in maintaining his own houſhold. 
But cooks, they ſay, have always had the privilege of licking their 

- fingers: and /i ds, I ſuppoſe his l——p thinks, are entitled 
to the ſame indulgence; and he very naturally concluded, that 
the larger the ſum allowed for the maintenance of the h—ſh—d, 
he ſhould be able to lic his fingers to the better purpeſe. 

As this money, therefore, has not been employed in augment- 
ing the magnificence and Hoſpitality of the court, in what elſe 
ſhall we ſuppoſe it to have been employed? Was it employed in 
bribing the members of the laſt parliament to vote with the mi- 
niſtry ? From the blind, indeed, and implicit obedience, which 
thoſe members paid to the contradictory commands of our late 
numerous miniſtries, 1t is natural to imagine, that a great part of 
this money was diſtributed among them ; for- never, ſure, did 
pack of hounds, even the beſt trained and diſciplined, obey, with 
more alacrity or more alertneſs, the cry of the HunTsManN, than 
thoſe members obeyed the cry of the MinisTRy for the time 
being: ſo that a liſt. of their votes, regularly drawn out, would 

form a moſt curious medley, and would exhibit a. ſpecimen, not 
of a virtuous and uncorrupt parliament, purſuing, with firmneſs 
and zeal, the good of their country, but of a ſet of baſe, venal, 
and mercenary wi——s,. ready to. ſacrifice the good of their 
country, and even their country itſelf, for a morſel of bread, 
that is, for a place, a purſe, or a penſion. But if this was the 
manner in which. the arrears. of the Civil Lift were contracted, 1 
hope the members of the preſent parliament, in order to ſhew 
their utter deteſtation of ſuch adious practices, and to free them- 
ſelves from all kind of ſuſpicion of being likely to yield to the 
ſame ſtrong temptations, will refuſe to pay one farthing of a debt 
which owes its exiſtence to ſuch an infamous origin. 
I know there are ſome perſons who go a {ſtep further, and 
_ aſſert, that a great part of this money has been employed in 
bribing the electors to chuſe ſuch members for the preſent parlia- 
ment as will vote with the m——y. That the m——y have 
actually expended large ſums, and that, too, out of the public 
ſtock, for this iniquitous purpoſe, I make not the leaſt doubt: 


* 


that they have even r——d, for the ſame wicked end, a worthy 
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nobleman, of an eſtate valued at 30,0001. is univerſally known. 
But, though they have thus taken every infamous method to ſe- 
cure a majority of the members in-their favour, I hope they will 
find themſelves, in the end, diſappointed : I hope that the electors 
of the preſent age have behaved in the ſame manner with a worth 
elector in the reign of king William, who, being offered a bribe 
by a court-candidate, very frankly took it, and then as frankly 
told him, that he looked upon him as a mercenary knave, who 
wanted to purchaſe a voice in parliament, that he might fell it 
to the higheſt bidder : that he had taken his bribe, partly by way 
of puniſhment for the inſult he had offered him in ſuppoſing him 
a villain, and for the treachery he had intended to commit againſt 
His country, and partly becauſe he was fully convinced, that he 
| had 
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ſervice. For it is now a0 ſecret, that the fit u 
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had plundered his country of a hundred times the ſum : but that, 


as to his vote, he would certainly give it againſt him ; for he had 


laid it down as an indiſputable maxim, that the man who would 


buy a voice in parliament, would as readily ſell it. I hope, I fay, 
that the electors of GREAT-BrITAIN have behaved in this man- 


ner to the m y and their agents; and I flatter myſelf that 
the conduct of the parliament will ſhew that my hopes are by no 


means ill- founded. 
But there is a third opinion with regard to the manner, in which 

this money has been expended; and that is, that it has been 

applied to the purpoſes of ſcret ſervice : and here again people 


differ widely in their notions of this ſame ſecret ſervice. Our 


mrs would perſuade us, that it is paying ſpies to watch the 
motions of foreign ſtates, who may have any deſigns againſt us; 


while others think, and I believe with more juſtice, that it is 


paying their wh 
pleaſure. _ „ TE OY 
And yet I cannot well perceive, how this can be called /ecref 


s, pimps, and paraſites, to adminiſter to their 


keeps, as his miſtreſi, a woman of the town, who was once every 


man's miſtreſs, who could afford to give her a guinea; that he appears 


openly with her at Ranelagh, the Opera, Newmarket, and at moſt 


other places of public amuſement ; that he ſets her at the head of 


his table, and admits no company to it, who do not treat her 


with a becoming reſpect though I hope he did not oblige his late 
royal vifitant to ſubmit to this indignity — but whether the footmen 


of Miſs N— y P 


s, or thoſe at St. 's, be moſt regu- 


larly or moſt liberally paid, I leave to be determined by thoſe 
party-coloured gentry. I am, 8 I R, 1 S vey 


Your's, &c. 
P. M. 


3 


+ te NORTH BRITON, 
SIR, 


BY inſerting the following addreſs in your patriotic paper, 
you will greatly oblige your humble ſervant, e 


C. D. 


As Addreſs to the Freehulders of Middleſex. 
Gentlemen, and Brother-Freeholders, 


F HAVE examined, with the utmoſt care and attention, all the 
arguments that have been urged in this and other papers, to 


perſuade you to chuſe Mr. Serjeant Glynn for one of your repre- 


ſentatives in parliament ; but though theſe arguments appeared to 


me, at firſt, to be altogether unanſwerable, I mult yet confeſs, | 


and I do it with the deepeſt ſorrow and regret, that I am now of a 
very different opinion. I will, indeed, admit, that Mr. Serjeant 


Glynn is poſſeſſed of all thoſe good qualities which his friends 


aſcribe to him, and which even his enemies dare not deny him : 
TRIS Na ng e that 


fe, 


| 
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that he is a man of ſuch ſagacity as no artifice can deceive, of 
ſuch integrity as no temptation can corrupt, and of ſuch fortitude 
as no danger can intimidate : that he has eminently diſtinguiſh- 
ed himſelf in defending the rights and liberties of his fellow- 
ſubjects: and that, in the proſecution of this glorious cauſe, he 
has dared to incur the diſpleaſure of the miniſtry, and of all their 
creatures and dependents. 

But to what do all theſe arguments tend ? To what, you 
will ſay, but to prove, that Mr. Serjeant Glynn is a proper perſon 
to be choſen your repreſentative in parliament ? So, very probably, 
you may think; and fo, I muſt own, I once thought: but now I 
am forced to think very differently. I will not, indeed, ſay, 
that theſe arguments prove Mr. Serjeant Glynn to be an improper per- 
fon. fo be choſen your repreſentative in parliament : but this, I believe, 
I may take pon me to affirm, that you cannot chuſe him your re- 
preſentative in parliament, with any regard to your own ſafety. 
] do not mean, gentlemen, the ſafety of your 1 for what 
is that, when put in competition with your liberty? But I mean 
the ſafety of your perſons, and of thoſe of your wives and chil- 
dren. The ſafety of our perſons, and of thoſe of our wives and 
children! Yes, gentlemen, I repeat it; the ſafety of your perſons, 
and of thoſe of your wives and children: and be not ſurprized, 
however you may be enraged ; for I will make it as clear as the | 
ſun at noon-day, that you cannot chuſe Mr. Serjeant Glynn for 
one of 'your repreſentatives i in parliament, without expoſing your 
own lives, and thoſe of 9058 wives and children, to the moſt im- 
minent danger. 

And, firſt, let me aſk you what was the real cauſe of that dread- 
ful MAssAcRE, which was committed in S. George's-Fields on 
the roth day of May laſt ? Was it, do you think, the mere cir- 
cumſtance of the people's gathering in crowds about the Kings 
Benth priſon ? No, gentlemen; the people might have gathered 
about the King's-Bench priſon, on any other occgſion, or even on 
this very occaſion, with a different intention, to ten times the number 
they then did; and no ilitaty execution have been inflicted upon 

them. Had they aſſembled with a view of hifling, inſtead of 
huzzaing Mr. Wilkes, inſtead of being puniſhed, they would 
have been rewarded for their trouble. Had they even dragged 
out that gentleman, and tore him in a thouſand pieces, the mur- 
derers, inſtead of being hanged, as juſtice requires, and the law 
directs, would, as in the caſe of young ' ALLEN, have been affiſt- 
ed by the m——y in making their eſcape, and would have been 
gtatified with a penſion. What then, you will aſk, was the 
real caiſe of that ſhocking MassacRt ? I anſwer, it was the 
very circumſtance of your chuſing M.. Wildes one of your re- 
preſentatives in parliament. This, and this alone, was the 
true ſource of tlie evil. 8 . 


Hoc FONTE derivata CLANES. 

In patriam POPULUMQUE Puxit. 
From that moment the m y vowed reven ge, the moſt bloody re- 
venge againſt you ; and had they not found an opportunity of exe- 
cuting 
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cuting it in 57. George's. Fields, they would cer ainly have executed 
it in ſome other place. For waen once a man has formed a ur- 


derous deſign, he eaſily finds a pretext for putting it in execution. 
That this is actually a true ſtate of the caſe, will be evident to 


any one, who will take the trouble of peruſing Mr. Juſtice 
. G-]I-m's. trial; where he will find, that the m——y ſent orders 


to that 8 or, as he calls himſelf, that Hie d, magiſ- 


. trate—I wonder whether his eu be muſtet-progf—to kill five 
and twenty of the people, before it was ſo much as known, 
whether they would be guilty of any crime deſerving ſuch a pu- 
. niſhment. As, therefore, Gentlemen, it is unreaſonable to ſup- 
poſe; that theſe bloody orders ſhould have been iſſued, for a crime 

which, perhaps, you never intended, and which you certainly never 
committed, it follows of courſe, that they muſt have been iſſued 
for ſome crime, which you had already committed. And what 


could that crime be, but your chuſing Mr. Wiltes one of your re- 


| preſentatives in parliament? Believe me, Gentlemen, this is a 
crime, in the eſtimation of the c—t, of ſo heinous a nature, that 
Its guilt can never be expiated without ſome more human victims; 


and the m- 


—y want _ a plauſible pretext for ET: theſe 


victims. 


.But, * you wit "Ty that, if you chuſe Mr. Serj ſeant 
Glynn for one of your repreſentatives, you will take care not to 
furniſh the m——y with any pretext for exerciſing theit vengeance 


upon you for that you will make it your buſineſs to keep clear 
of all kind of mobs. Alas! Gentlemen, you know not how eaſily 


2 mob is raiſed, nor what an incurable averſion courtiers have to 


all ſorts of mobs, but thoſe compoſed. of — of quality. The 
truth is, moſt courtiers, from the fir/t M. 
his m- 


-r of Ste down to 
y's Rat-catcher or Bug-kiler, are at preſent ſeized with 
a certain diſeaſe called Ochlophobia, exactly reſembling, in ſome 


reſpects, the true Hydrophobia, or Canine Madneſs ; ſo that, at the 
fight of a mob, a courtier as naturally begins to grind his 
teeth and clench his fiſts, as a mad dog runs from the fight of 


water. And the misfortune is, that, while under the paroxyſm of 


the diſtemper, he is ſo tranſported beyond the bounds of reaſon, 


as to make little diſtinction between friend and foe. - Witneſs the 
conduct of the poor Mar/halman, who, in the ardour of his zeal 


to keep off the mob from his Daniſh Majeſty, laid about him ſo 
unmercifully, that he had well nigh ſtruck the head of 'the royal 


perſonage whom he intended to protect] An act of officiouſneſs, in 


my opinion, almoſt as obliging as that of the Iriſh ſoldier, who, 


trying in vain to keep off a fly from his officer's face, while he was 


| aſleep, knocked it on the head with the but-end of his muſket, 


and daſhed his maſter 8 teeth down his throat, at the ſame time. 5 


* CEL” CCR —_— 
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To the NORTH BRITON. 
SIR, 


TT has ever hoes held a maximin morals, that a guilty conſcience 
is its own moſt ſevere accuſer. The man, who hath embrued 


his hands in innocent blood, or committed any other atrocious 


deed, though he may conceal his guilt from all the world beſides, 


will never be able to conceal it from himſelf; from that fecret 
monitor, which is lodged within his own breaſt, and which, in his 
gayeſt and moſt happy moments- 
could have any gay and happy moments 
ſoul with the remembrance of his crimes, and will daſh his cup 


will harrow up his 


of joy with the bittereſt gall. And what may be conſidered as 
the very conſummation of his miſery, 1s, that, to a man in this 
dreadful condition, any thing, or every thing, is ſufficient to recall 
the memory of guilt. A word, a look, a geiture, nay, the abſence 
of all, or of any of theſe, will equally anſwer the purpoſe. Hence 


it is, that i in the play of Hamlet, the king, upon ſeeing the repre- 


ſentation of a perſon who had murdered his brother, and married 


that brother's wife, is ſo ſtruck with a ſenſe of his guilt, that 


he falls into an univerſal tremor, and is obliged to leave the 
place. And hence it is, that no man, who is not perfect! y har- 
TIEN =. gcncd, 
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dened, can patiently bear the mention of a crime, of which he 
1s- conſcious that he himſelf is guilty. 

I was naturally led unto theſe reflections, upon hearing, that the 
e at Guildford had ſtrictly prohibited all the evidences in 
che trial of Maclean from uſing the word Mass AcRE, when talk- 
ing of the flaughter in St. George's-Fields ; and that moſt of the 


courtiers; from the Secretary at W—r at Whitehall to the Neceſſa- 


ry Woman at St. Fames's, have adopted the fame ridiculous ſcruples. 


Now, Sir, what could this proceed from but a guilty conſcience | ? 
But though, as. Hotſpur ſays, 


"They would not have me mention MASSACRE; 
Forbid my tongue to ſpeak of MASSACRE: 
Yet, I will find them when they lie aſleep, 
And in their ears I'll holla, Mass AcREH! 
Nay, I will have a flarling taught to ſpeak 
8 Nothing but MASSACRE, and give it then, 
To keep their GUILT STILL BEFORE THEM. 


For if not a Mass aer, by What other name then ſhall we 
call it'? Shall we, with the ſmooth-tongued Secretary at War, call 


it. merely a di/agreeable circumſtance? It is, in truth, a moſt diſa- 


greeable circumſtance; ſuch a difagreeable circumſtance, as hath 


not happened in ENGLAND for theſe fiſty years and upwards; ng 
which, if ſome greater reparation be not made, than hath 


been made, to the ' ſurviving friends of thoſe who have Too 
murdered, and to the conſtitution of Ex GLAN D, which hath 


been wounded through their ſides, may perhaps prove the cauſe 


of ſtill ore di agreeable circumſtances. The ENGLISE, though a 


patient, are a reſolute people: though flow to anger, they yet 
know how to reſent an injury : and, though extremely backward 


.1n taking into their own hands the redreſs of their wrongs, yet, 


whenever they do take it, they ſeldom perform the work by 
halves, but compleat it with vengeance ; witneſs the Civil Wars in 


the reign of ing CHARLES the Firſt, and the Revolution 1 1n. that 
| of king JAMES the Second. 

Nor ought this averſeneſs of the ENGL15H to revenge to be 
aſcribed, as their enemies are but too apt to aſcribe it, to an 
conſtitutional dulneſs of temper; for no people, poſſeſſed of the 
fame ſhare of good ſenſe and found judgment, was ever endued with 

greater vivacity and quickneſs of ſpirit. But it ariſes entirely 
from the nature of their government, which furniſhes them 
more effectually, than any other government, ancient or modern, 


with the means of obtaining a redreſs of their grievances in a 
legal manner. And, in fact, it will be found, that, making al- 
lowance for the difference of climate and ſome other circumſtan- 
ces, all nations are more or leſs revengetul, in proportion to the 


badneſs or the goodneſs of their government. Savages, it is well 
known, are extremely revengeful, and for this good reaſon, that 
being totally deſtitute of any regular government to protect them 


in the enjoyment of their life and their property, they are obliged 
to procure, with their own hands, that ſecurity, which the laws 


cannot afford them. The caſe is nearly, though not exactly, the 


ſame 


"> 
3 
Fog 
os 
oi 
os 
— 
78 
is 
RE, 
n 
«FT 
55 
2 
7 
+ 
Ks 
FS 
bt 4 
2 * 
2 
J 
bu A 
FA 
** 
— 
wn y 
1 
5 
, 
a 
* 
2 
I 
207 
5 
. 
DJ 
* 
— 2 
3 
- wy : 
Foy. 
7.258 
4 
== : 
I + 
8 
7 2 
8 2 
RE 
"ves . 
mx. | 
NF 
» 
* 
vu WM 
ws - 
8 
2 8 . 
7 8 
5 "IX 
Ws J 
* 
3 
x *« 
© wo 
1 
5 8 
. 
5 
— 9 
+7 
be 
53 
3 
2 
dre 7 : 
morn 
8 
2 
I 
0 
8 
£3 


No. 64. Tur NORTH BRITON. 49 


fame in a deſpotic government, where every thing depending 
upon the wayward will of a cruel, and perhaps a capricious 
tyrant, the ſubjects derive little other benefit from government, than 
if they had no government at all. Thus it is certain, that the 
people of JAPAN are almoſt as revengeful as the /avages of AME- 
RICA. In a word, if we take a view of all the different na- 
tions in the world, we ſhall find this remark to hold univerſally, 
that the ſpirit of revenge in any people is nearly in proportion to 
the nature of their government. Even in our own country, 
the IRISH, and the Scors, at leaſt the Scorch HIGHLANDERS, 
are much more revengeful than the ENGL1s# ; for having more 
lately attained, if indeed they have yet attained, the ſame know- 
ledge of a mild and equal government with their fellow- ſubjects in 
ENGLAND, they are leſs inclined, than theſe laſt, to leave the 
revenge of their wrongs to the civil magiſtrate, but are more apt 
to revenge them with their own proper hands. But this proceeds 
not, as ſome people would perſuade us, from any ſuperior quickneſs 
of ſpirit, or aptneſs to reſent, in the former than in the latter; but 
merely from their having lived longer in what may be called 7 
fate of nature, and being, as yet, leſs habituated to the ſalutary re- 
ſtraints of civil authority. Let not, therefore, our miniſters pre- 
ſume too far on the quiet and peaceable demeanour of the ENGLISH. 
Their ſpirit, it is true, is not eaſily rouzed ; but when once it is 
rouzed, let thoſe who have rouzed it, tremble at the conſequence. 
They are not very apt to revenge every petty and trifling injury: 
but when once their injuries are become altogether intolerable, 
when once the meaſure of their ſufferings is completely full, the 
will probably riſe with one conſent, and, like an irreſiſtible torrent, 
carry every thing before them. 8 = 
That period, however, I hope, is yet at a conſiderable diſtance; for 
I can by no means allow, what is aſſerted by ſome turbulent ſpirits 
who with to involve every thing in anarchy and confuſion, that the a 
injuries they have already received, however great and unmerited, 
are ſufficient to juſtify this laſt, this deſperate extremity. But, though 
they are not ſufficient to juſtify this laſt extremity, yet are they 
ſufficient to add a conſiderable article to the ſcore of their public 
grievances, which, if not remedied and redreſſed in time, may at 
laſt ſwell up to ſuch an enormous ſize, as to juſtify this or any other 
extremity. Nor do I ſee any way to prevent this dreadful and 
alarming conſequence, but by calling to a ſtrict account, and 
even ſubjecting to a ſevere puniſhment, thoſe who were the 
original authors of the late horrid MassACRE; and who ſhould 
theſe be but the miniſters, who iſſued the barbarous orders for 
firing upon a harmleſs and unarmed multitude ? Some of theſe 
miniſters, I ſuppoſe, at the time of iſſuing the orders, had juſt 
finiſhed their evening's debauch ; and perhaps the Prime Miniſter 
had juſt riſen from an amorous dalliance with his chafte and faith- 
ful Dulcinea : nay, it is not unlikely, that the orders may, in part, 
have been of Nancy's own framing ; for it is a notorious fact, that 
the moſt cruel and bloody orders have ſometimes iſſued from 
the bed of unlawful pleaſure, from the couch of whoredom and 
o | 
But, whoever were the perſons that iſſued theſe orders, I hope 
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to ſee their conduct ſeverely ſcrutinized by a patriotic houſe of 
commons, and ſuch a mark of infamy ſtamped upon their characters, 
1 as will for ever render them incapable of iſſuing any ſuch orders 

| for the future, And I will venture to affirm, that, without ſome 
ſuch ſignal ſatisfaction given to the friends of the deceaſed, and to 
public juſtice, the late horrid Mass8AcRE will never be forgotten 
1 nor ever forgiven ; and though it do not excite, as, I hope, it will 
14 not excite, the people to take into their own hands the execution of 
«| the laws, and the revenge of their own injuries, yet will the 
14 memory of it be carefully treaſured up for ſome after-day of reck- 
14 oning. And whenever that day of reckoning does come, as, if 
14 ſuch unconſtitutional meaſures are purſued, it muſt, I am afraid, 
14 very ſoon come, it will pour poiſon into the wound already made, 
14 and will render the breach infinitely more incurable. 

It was, I think, about the year 1742, that a body of Hicy- 
LANDERS Was enliſted in the army, on a ſolemn promiſe of never 
being ſent out of the kingdom. Soon after, however, orders were 
given for tranſporting them into FLanDERs : upon which a large 
party of them deſerted, and ſet out for their native country. But 
being immediately purſued by a body of horſe, they were eaſily 
overtaken, and brought back to London. Three of them were 
ſhot to death in terrorem; and the reſt baniſhed to the plantations. 
1 This cruel treatment, it is ſaid, was never forgiven by the HIGH: 
| | * LANDERS; and was juſtly conſidered as one of the chief cauſes 

Il bol the rebellion, which broke out about three years after. I 
have, indeed, admitted, that the ENGLISH are much leſs revenge- 
ful than the HiGHL ANDERS; but this is entirely owing to their 

having been always accuſtomed to obtain a redreſs of their 
grievances in a legal and conſtitutional manner. For ſhould ever 
this redreſs be denied them, I would not anſwer for the conſe- 
quence. The deſire of obtaining juſtice then degenerates into a 
ſpirit of revenge; and the ſpirit of revenge is, in certain cir- 
cumſtances, equally prevalent in the moſt poliſhed citizen and the 
moſt unpoliſhed barbarian. _ 
But though I with not, that the ſhocking cruelties, which 
1 have been lately exerciſed upon my innocent countrymen, ſhould 
1 tempt them to have xecourle to any illegal or unconſtitutional means 
38 OT of procuring redreſs, yet could I with that the miniſtry would 
bil; furniſh them with ſome ſuch legal and conſtitutional means of pro- 
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curing it, as might free them from thoſe bitter reproaches and 
cutting farcaſms, which are daily vented againſt them. For 'tis 
almoſt impoitthle to enter any company, public or private, with- 
f out hearing FoREIGNERS, IRISHMEN, SCOTCHMEN, nay, the 
"ut very jacobite part of the ScoTTIsH NATION, nay, the very offi- 
un cers and ſoldiers of the THIRD REGIMENT ol guards, who com- 
5 nitted the MASSACRE, upbraiding the ENGLISH with their tame- 
111808 | neſs and puſillanimity, in thus ſuffering themſelves to be knocked 
5 on the head, like ſo many bullocks deſtined to ſlaughter, without 
daring to complain, much leſs to reſent it. The ScoTs, in par- 
ticular, are perpetually vaunting their own heroiſm and gallantry 
(as they are pleaſed to term it) in hanging captain Porteous, after 
he had obtained a reprieve from the Queen, while the Engliſh have 
not only ſuffered the murderer of their countryman to eſcape with- 
out 
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out puniſhment, but even can bear to ſee him now receiving a 
penſion from the cr n. 1 : 
This conduct of the ScoTs, however, is rather ſomewhat im- 
politic; as, were the ENGLISH to exerciſe their juſt right of re- 
venge, the ScoTs themſelves would be the moſt. conſiderable 
ſuiterers. Unleſs, perhaps, they think they are ſo firmly 
eſtabliſhed in their uſurped power, that they have nothing to fear 
from the reſentment of the ExGLISH; and that the period is 
now arrived, foretold by one of their countrymen, the duke 


of Lauderdale, who, in the beginning of the reign of ing 


CHARLES Zhe Second, when the queſtion was agitated about de- 
moliſhing the forts which CRomweL had erected in SCOTLAND, 
obſerved, that republican principles had been, and ſtill were, very 


prevalent among the EnGLisn, and might again menace the 


throne with new tumults and reſiſtance : that the time would pro- 


bably come, when the king, inſtead of defiring to ſee ENGLISH garri- 


ſons in SCOTLAND, would be better pleaſed to have SCOTCH garri- 


ſons in ENGLAND, who, ſupported by ENGLISH pay, would be 
fond to curb the ſeditious genius of that opulent nation: and that a 


people, ſuch as the ScoTs, governed by a few nobility, would 
more eaſily be reduced to ſubmiſſion under monarchy, than one, 


like the Engliſh, who breathed nothing but the ſpirit of democra- 
_ tical equality. How far this prediction is already fulfilled, or 
is likely ſoon to be fulfilled, I leave to be determined by more 


profound politicians. 


As to the murderer who has eſcaped, and now enjoys a penſion, 
I have only to obſerve, that neither the ſſlice, who, knowing him 
to be guilty, ſuffered him to eſcape, nor the mmitry, who now 


know him to be guilty, and yet have taken no ſteps towards ap- 


prehending him, can, by any means, be juſtified, How far a 
Juſtice, to whom a felon has made a confeſſion of his crime, is at 


liberty to let ſuch felon eſcape, I will not pretend to ſay. I only 


know, that there is an expreſs law, which declares, that he 
who arreſts a felon, and then ſuffers him voluntarily to eſcape, 


is himſelf guilty of felony* ; and wherein lies the difference between 
ſuffering a felon to eſcape after you have arreſted him, and not 
arreſting him when you might and ought to have arreſted him, I 


ſubmit to the deciſion of the learned in the law: to a perſon, I 
believe, of common ſenſe it will appear, that there is very little, if 


any, difference. „„ FF eds 
As to the conduct of the m, it is, if poſſible, ſtill more 
criminal. The ——, I think, by his c———n-oath is 


bound to ſee impartial juſtice done to all his ſubjects. But one of 
the moſt eſſential branches of juſtice is the bringing of murderers 
to condign puniſhment. Nor is he at liberty to perform, or not 


perform, this part of his duty, as he pleaſes: he is as much bound to 


perform it, as any of his ſubjects are bound to obey any one law of 


the land. But here is a murderer not only not brought to condign 
puniſhment : he is even aſſiſted by the m y in making his 
»Cromp. Juſt. 36. 
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eſcape : nay, he is rewarded, and that too for the very crime of 
murder, with a penſion from the c n. How far this is con- 
fiſtent with the oath, which his took at his n, I 
leave to the deciſion of every unprejudiced perſon; and whether 
ſuch a conduct, if frequently repeated, or regularly continued, 
would not be attended with conſequences, which it is much ſafer 
to conceive in imagination, than to expreſs in words. I am, Sir, 


Ke . 


To the NORTH BRITON. 


8 1 R, 
HAT, in the name of wonder, could induce you to de- 
claim fo violently, in your 61ſt number, againſt the ſcheme 
that has been formed of eſtabliſhing epz/copacy in AMERICA ? You 
feem not, in fact, to have ſufficiently conſidered the virtuous princi- 
ples, and exemplary lives, of the chief friends and advocates of this 
Fu project. What, now, would you think of the D of 
G——— for an American biſhop ? I am ſure he is as well qua- 
lified for the office of a biſhop as for that of firſt L—d of the 
 Tr—y; and would make as good a figure at the head of a con- 
vocation as at the head of the miniſtry. His chaſte Hanamaid 
too, Mis Nancy P—rſ—ns, might perhaps be perſuaded to act 
the part of an apoſtle in this meritorious work of propagat- 
ing epiſcopacy. Women, we know, among the Quakers, are 
readily admitted to teach the brethren, and are conſidered 
as proper vehicles to convey the dictates of the Holy Ghoſt. 
5 And if among the Quakers, why not among Chriſtians of 
other denominations? But I hope, that if ever Nancy ſhould aſ- 
ſume this ſacred character, ſhe will not follow the example of a 
female Quaker in the time of Oliver Cromwel, who came ſtark 
naked into the church where the Protector ſate; being moved by 
the ſpirit, as ſhe ſaid, to appear as @ /ign to the people. I doubt 
not, indeed, but Nancy has appeared as a e to many people; 
and that if all the people, to whom ſhe has appeared as a in, 
were to be collected together, they would form a very numerous, 
though perhaps not a very reſpectable, congregation. But I 
queſtion much whether the AMERICANS are yet accuſtomed 7o fee 
ſuch figns; and I would therefore adviſe Nancy to reſerve ſuch 
exlubitions for the bed- chamber of her kind keeper. J am, &c. 


D. M. 


N 3 the ok WR lord Mansfield ſigned an lob: Corpus for 
Mr. Bingley, publiſher of Numb. 50 and 51 of the North BRITITON; and 3 

on Monday laſt, the 22d inſtant, his lordſhip came to town, and the ſheriff's officers "= 
carried Mr. Bingley to his lordſhip? s houſe; where, on entering into two different | 
recognizances for his appearance only, on the firſt day of next term, in the court of 
King” s-Bench, he was diſcharged. Mr. Bingley has not entered into any recogni- 
zance 15 anſwer interrogatories upon attachment; which many gentlemen of the law 

_ apprehend to be an illegal power claimed, to force a man to accuſe himſelf; and 
that impriſonment, in this manner, may be made to anſwer, in our country, what 
torture does in others. It is very remarkable, that Mr. Bingley's is the firſt inſtance 
I ot a Habeas Corpus being allowed, in What a court of law has conſtrued to be a 


contempt, Mr. Bingley's recognizance for himſelf was twice zool. and the four 
ſureties in 1c0]. each 1 


whom Letters to the NoRTH-BRITTON are received. 
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7 te NORTH BRITON. 
SIR, 


| Bl every government; Shae it be a republic, like that of 
1 Horrtann; a Iimited monarchy, like that of ENGLAND.z an 
: 0 monarchy, like that of FRANCE ; or a deſpotic. government, : 
like that of Tx KEY; there are are three” ſorts of „the 1 
legiſlative, the executive, and the judiciary : and the more diſtin : 
theſe powers are kept, ſo much the better. In a deſpatic govern- 
ment, all theſe powers are united in the perſon of the prance, who 
makes, explains, and executes the law; and to this cauſe it is owing, 
that, in ſuch kind of governments, the unhappy people gtoan under 
the moſt dreadful oppreſſion. In an ab/olute monarchy, the, ſovereign 
uſually reſerves to himſelf the two firſt powers, an@leaves the 
third to his ſubjects. But in a free government, theſe thitee powers 
ever have been, at leaſt ever ought to be, kept ſeparate z becauſe, 
were all the three, or any two of them, to be united in the ſame 
perſon, the liberties of the people would be, from that moment, 
ruined. For inftance, were the /egiflative and executive poters 
united in the ſame magiſtrate, or in the ſame body of magiſtrates, 
there could be no ſuch thing as liberty ; an as there would 
be great reaſon to fear, leſt the ſame monarch, or ſenate, ſhould enact 
tyrannical laws, in order to execute them in a tyrannical manner. 
Nor could there, it is evident, be ſuch a thing as liberty, were 
the judiciary power united either to the legiſlative, or to the executive. 
In the former caſe, the life and liberty of the ſubject would be ne- 
ceſſarily expoſed to the moſt imminent danger; becauſe, then, the 
ſame perſon would be both judge and legiſlator. In the latter, the 
condition of the ſubject would be no leſs deplorable; for the very 
ſame perion migit paſs a cruel ſentence, in order, perhaps, to 
execute it with ſtill greater cruelty. 
Hence it is, that I have frequently been led to wonder, how, in a 
government like that of England, which is Jule (onſidered 


as 
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as one of the free!t and moſt perfect that ever yet exiſted, zudges 
ſhould be allowed to be members of the legiſlature. True it is, 
that, by an expreſs law, the judges of the RING's-BENCEH and 
CoMMON-PTLEAS, and the barons of the ExCHEQUER, are de- 
clared incapable of being choſen members of the lower houſe ; 
but perſons having judicial places in the other courts, civil or ec- 
clefiaſtical, may be ſo choſen. And even the juages of the 
KING's-BENCH and COMMON-PLEAS, and the barons of the Ex- 
CHEQUER, may be made peers of the realm, and, of conſequence, 
| members of the upper houſe: a privilege, it is manifeſt, {ti]] 
| more inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of a free government; as, inſtead 


of temporary, they are thus rendered perpetual, members of the 
legiſlature. The two chef juſtices are commonly gratified with 
the honour of a peerage ; and if few of the prune judges are pro- 
moted to that dignity, it is, probably, more owing to ſome other 
cauſe, than to any regard for the liberty of the ſubject. 
The conſequence of this dignity being conferred upon ce 
Mi! Juſtices, is, that moſt of thoſe, upon whoin it has been conferred, 
have ſhewn themſelves, ever after, true prerogative-lawyers, and 
ſtaunch court-ſycophants ; ready to wade through thick and thin, 
to ſerve the purpoles of thoſe, to whom they owed their advance- 
ment; eager to ſecond every. wicked deſign of every wicked mi- 
niſter ; and zealous to ſacrifice the privileges of the people to the 
power of the crown, or, as they are pleaſed to phraſe it, to the 
ſupport of government. = = 5 
But, perhaps, it will be ſaid, that ;zdges cannot be the authors 
of ſo much miſchief as I would here inſinuate; for that all 
cauſes being determined by ſuries, upon whoſe verdict, ultimately, 
| depend the acquittal or condemnation of the defendant, the judge 
ND has little more to do than to ſuperintend the trial, and to preſerve 
inviolate the forms of juſtice. Would to God that this were al- 
ways the caſe ! By the conſtitution of ENGLAND, I know, it al- 
ways ought to be the caſe; and thoſe judges have ever been 
_ eſteemed the moſt juſt and upright, who have regulated their 
conduct by this ſalutary maxim. Nor would I, for my own part, 
ſeek any ſurer criterion of the honeſty and integrity- of a judge, 
than his allowing a jury to follow their own judgment. But can 
this compliment be paid to a judge, who confounds, controuls, 
and browbeats a jury? Peremptorily commands them what ver- 
dict they ought to return; and, if they do not return a verdict 
agreeable to his ſentiments, ſends them back with menaces, and 
with ſtrict injunctions to return another verdict? Who changes, 
garbles, and packs a jury, rejecting ſome, and admitting others, 
without any other reaſon than his own fovereign pleaſure? Who 
takes every opportunity to blaſt the reputation of juries, by de- 
claring from the bench, that the trial by jury would be the very 7 
worlt of all, were it not for the controuling power of the judge? : 
Who uſes a jury as a mere ftalking-horje, to blind the eyes of 
the people, by making them believe, that they are tried by their 
peers, while, in reality, they are tried by the arbitrary will of a time- 
ſerving courtier? Who, in all his ſpceches, is perpetually talking 
of ſupporting the meaſures of the government, that 1s, the prero- 
gative of the crown, but never once of ſupporting the privileges 
of the people; as if the ſole duty of a judge were to aſſiſt the 2 
great in oppreſſing the little, and not to protect the little againſt * 
the oppreflions of the great? Who, not only in his private but . 
* in ds, 
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in his judicial capacity, affects to deſpiſe the ſentiments of the 
public, whom he politely calls the giddy mob, the giddy multi- 
tude? And whom it muſt, indeed, be ingenoully confeſſed, he 
very cavalierly treats as ſuch. Hehe 
And, in truth, how can it be expected, that a man, who pays no 
regard to the fentiments of the public at large, ſhould pay any 
regard to the ſentiments of a part of it, that is, of a % For, 
what is a /zry, but a ſmalk part of the people ſelected to try a par- 
ticular cauſe ? And is it to be ſuppoſed, that a part of the people 
ſhould breathe a different ſpirit, or give a different deciſion, from 
the people themſelves? In a word, it may be laid down as an in- 
fallible maxim, that the man, who ſhews no reſpect for the ſen- 
timents of the people, will thew none for the ſentiments of a 
jury, which is only a part of the people; and that he, who ſhews 
no reſpect for the ſentiments of a ſury, is a very improper perſon 
to be a judge in ENGLAND, where molt cauſes are, and where all 
cauſes ought to de, tried ya , F 
But even ſuppoſing juries were allowed to exerciſe their undoubt- 
ed and unalienable right of following freely their own judgment, 
in all cauſes that come before them, and of returning verdicts 
agreeable to the dictates of their own conſcience, without the leaſt 
controul from the judges; ſtill it is certain there are many cauſes, 
which, however /ega/ly, may yet be ſaid to be uncon/iitutionally, tried 
in ENGLAND, without the leaſt intervention of a jury. I do not 
here allude to the trials that are held before the commrſſtoners of 
exciſe, which are plainly inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of a free 
government; but ] allude to the trials, no leſs arbitrary and un- 
_ conſtitutional, that are held in the court of Kimg's-Bench by infor- 
mation or attachment. In the former caſe, the defendant 1s depriv- 
ed of the advantage of having his cauſe examined by a grand jury ; 
in the latter, he is deprived of the advantage of having it examined 
by any jury at all. The former ſeems to contain not only the ſpirit, 
but even the very ſubſtance, of the court of far-chamber ; and 
may juſtly be conſidered as the ſame juriſdiction transformed into 
another ſhape. For, ſuch practices] cannot call them crimes— 
as no grand jury would preſent ; ſuch indictments, as the county 
would never find Billa Vera; theſe have ſometimes, and, I am 
afraid, but too often, been puniſhed by formation in the Crown- 
Office. The validity of the formation is left to be determined by 
four perſons, juages of the King's-Bench. The penalties too are en- 
tirely diſcretionary; and the jury, that tries the information, are 
generally ſtrangers to the conſequences of their own verdict. 
How the court of for-chamber, after being ſolemnly aboliſhed 
by the legiſlature, came to be revived in another form, I may, 
perhaps, enquire more particularly on ſome future occaſion. At 
preſent, I ſhall only obſerve, that it was probably owing to the | 
arbitrary dictates of forme overbearms miniſter, and the mean com- ö 
pliancèe of ſome 7ime-ſerving judge, who alledged, that that court 
being taken away by the parliament, all the power it ever claimed 
from the common /aww, that is, all the power it ever exercited, was 
thereby devolved on the court of X:ng's-Bench. Hence informa- 
trons and pillories, fines and tmprijonments, with Bonds for good beha- 
diour, beſides that intolerable and aſtoniſhing expence, which 
thoſe ſuſtain, who are worried and baited in the Crown-Office. The 
knavery and abſurdity of this doctrine are equally egregious ; for 
hence it would follow, that the /eg7lature never meant to abolith 
tits 
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this court, but only adjourned it to another place. Inſtead of an 
Engliſh bill, they thought a Latin information more wholeſome ; 
and ordained, inſtead of a chamber, whoſe roof was ſpangled with 
pars, a bench well bol/iered and cuſhioned : a ſpecies of logic, it 
muſt be owned, which is wonderfully honeſt ; and which, as it 
ſerves to ſet up an inquiſition, muſt undoubtedly have been learned 
at St. Omer's. 

The method of proceeding by attacſiment, is, if poſſible, ſtill 
more unconſtitutional. For here the defendant is not only not 
favoured with a grand, he is not even favoured with a petit jury. 
The accuſation, the trial, the puniſhment—every thing is arbitrary. 


Such a power, perhaps, may be eſientially neceſſary to all courts 
of juſtice, in order to procure to them a proper degree of reſpect 


and deference from heir own members; and againſt ſuch members 


_ alone, I believe, it has hitherto been exerted. Your PUBLISHER; 


Mr. North Briton, is, to the beit of my knowledge, the fi 


ferfon, independent of any court of juſtice, who has felt the weight of 


this terrible weapon. He has already, I think, ſuffered an im- 


priſonment of about three months in Newgate ; and what further 


puniſhment he may have to ſuffer, for the ſame ſuppoſed crime, 


time only can diſcover. 
I might eaſily mention a variety of other inſtances, in which 


| Judges poſſeſs, at leaſt exerciſe, a diſcretionary power, to the great 


prejudice of the property, and even to the endangering of the life 
and liberty of the ſubject. But I ſhall content myſelf at preſent 
with one other particular ; and that is, the privilege they claim of 
altering records; a privilege, which frequently hath been, and may 
again be, attended with the moſt pernicious conſequences, and 


which, in the caſe of Mr. Wilkes, was ſo fatally exerted, as to 


induce the learned and public-ſpirited lawyer *, who managed the 
cauſe, to addreſs the court in the following pathetic terms: My 


*« lords, I have now done with my client and his cauſe. Your 


“ loraſhips will determine according to your wiſdom. But here 
let me intreat you, for the /ake of the ſafety of every ſubject of 
e tis nalion, that your /ord/hips will be pleaſed to fix ſome lietita to 
„the diſcre/tonary fomer of altering records ; that we may know, 


« for the future, when we can be certain of the cauſe we are to 


vc 1 and Lat the ſubject = 2 be liable to ruin at the diſcre- 
& 1101 of a judge. 
But, in order to know more fully what mi/c hief arbitrary and 


deſpotic judges may do, it will be neceſſary to take a ſhort view of 


what miſchief they have done; and whoever will look into the 
Engliſh hiſtory, will find, that they have not only deſtroyed infi- 


nite numbers of innocent perſons, but, had they not been re- 


| ſtrained by the people and the parliament, would, even more than 


once, have deſtroyed the conſtitution itſelf. Witneſs that famous, 
or rather uſamous, lord chief juſtice of the court of King's 


Beach, Sir Robert Treſilian, who, th his brother judges, in the 
reign of eng Richard the Second, formally gave it as his opinion, that 


thole who ſtraitened the Ii: 27 in the exerciſe of his prerogative, ought 
to be puniſhed as traitors: that the king had a right to call and 
govern a parhament, to propoſe the ſubjects of their deliberation, 
and preſcribe the method in which they ſhould proceed : that thoſe 
who poitponed the ſubjects ſo becited, and proceeded to other 
buiinels, contrary to the Ling“ pleaſure, were geit of 71 caſan, and 


* Mr, Serjeant Glynn, 
ought 
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ought to be puniſhed a e that the Lords and Commons 
had no right to zmpeach in parliament any of the king's judges, or [1 
Heere, without the leave of his majeſty; and that thoſe who took 
that liberty were 7raytors. This opinion was regularly ſubſcribed 
by all the judges, who willingly aſſented to this iniquitous de- 11 
claration ; all of them, I mean, except Pelenap, the chief juſtice 
of the Common-pleas ; who, after having ſubſcribed the inſtru- 
ment, ſaid, Now I want nothing but a horſe, a hurdle, and J 
halter, to bring me to the death I deferve, for thus betraying - 1 
«* my country.” To that death, however, he never was brought; —_ "1 
he was only condemned to perpetual exile in Ireland: but Si. 
Robert Trefiian, as the arch-traytor, was hanged upon tho 
gallows at Tyburn. 
The ſame were the ſentiments, and nearly the ſame the con- 
duct, of the proſtituted zudges in the reign of ing Charles the 
Fit, who, in the famous affair of fhip-money, declared, © That, 
“ in a caſe of neceſſity, for the defence of the nation, the king 
might levy taxes upon the people by his ſole will and pleaſure; 
© and that he himſelf was the only judge of that neceſlity.” It 
muſt be acknowledged, however, for the honour of the long robe, 1 
that four of the twelve had the virtue and courage to diſſent from 
this villainous deciſion. Nor muſt I omit to take notice of the 
judges in the reign of king Charles the Second, who aſſiſted that ar- 
bitrary and abandoned monarch in disfranchiſing, contrary to all 
law and equity, the city of London, and moſt of the corporations 
in the kingdom. 
he barbarity of Tefferies | is ſo well known, that it is almoſt 
needleſs to mention' it. It may only be proper to obſerve, that, 
in the progreſs which he made through the Weſtern counties, 
after Monmouth's rebellion, he condemned to death about fix 
hundred perſons, near one half of whom were actually executed, 
befides thoſe that ſuffered in other parts of the kingdom; and 
that the blood-thirſty ſavage was heard to boaſt, that he had 
ge more men than all the judges in England fince the time of 
William the Conqueror. If Jefferies could not ſay, Fiat Tuſtitia et 
ruat Celumn, he could at leaſt ſay, Fiat Fuſtitia et pereant homines ; 
and might apply to himſelf what was applied to the Romans by 
one of their enemies, Us: folitudinem faciunt, ibi pacem appellant : 
he reſtored the peace of the country by deſtroying the inhabitants. 
This conduct recommended him ſo ſtrongly to the favour of the 
court, that he was made @ peer of the realm and Lord High Chan- 
cellor. But the people ſeem to have entertained a very different, 
and a much more juſt, opinion of his merit; for, in the tumults 
that happened on the eve of the Revolution, he was ſo roughly 4 
handled by the mob, that he dicd, ſogn after, of the wounds he 
had received. 
While the great oracles of the law were fo venal and abandoned, [ 
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it could not be expected, that the inferior miniſters of it ſhould 1 
be much more upright: while the fountain was ſo foul, the 4 
ſtreams could not well be clear: while the 7udges ſold the Li bo 1 
the Ling, the juſtices of the peace ſold it to the. people. This ap- : 


pears evidently from a ipeech made by one Mr. G/afſcoch, a mem- 
ber of parliament in the reign of queen Elizabeth, who ſaid, | 
«© We uſe fo much levity in our /aw, that we had as good make | 


«c 


20 Jaw; for we give a penalty, and to be brought before a | 
Juftice of peace. Here is wite ſtuff. Firſt, mark what a ;fice 


„ 4 


& | 
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* of peace is, and we ſhall.cafily find a gap in our law. A. juſlice 
« of feace.is a human creature; yet, for half a dozen of chickens, 
*« will diſpenſe with a whole dozen of penal ſtatutes. Theſe be 
« the baſoet-juſtices, of whom the tale may be verified of a Juſtice 
«© that I know, to whom one of his poor neighbours coming, 
*« ſaid, Sir, I am very highly rated in the /ab/þgy-book ; I beſeech 
* you to help me. To whom he anſwered, I know thee not. 
„Not me, Sir 2 quoth the countryman : why your worſhip had 
* my team and my oxen ſuch a day, and I have ever been at your 
«© worſhip's ſervice. Have you fo, Sir, quoth the ſuſtice? I 
8 * never remember I had any ſuch matter; no, not a ſheep's tail. 
*« So unleſs you offer ſacrifice, to the 7do/-ju/tices, of ſheep and 
„ oxen, they know you not. If a warrant comes from the lords 
of the council to levy a hundred men, he will levy two hundred; 
and what with chopping in and chuſing out, he will gain a 
« hunared pounds by the bargain.“ 
This ſevere reprehenſion of /ome juſtices, in that reign, gave 
offence to the court-members, who repreſented it as a general re- 
flection on a the juſtices in England, and moved, that Mr. Glaſs- 
cock might be obliged to juſtify himſelf; upon which he role up, 
and. explained himſelf in the following manner: 
In that I am taxed to tax juflices of peace, I am to pray the 
„ houſe to give me leave to make an apology for myſelf. Mr. 
„Speaker, T will not deny what I ſpake, nad protelt 1 it in my con- 
e ſcience, I ſpake only of the hferior fort of juſtices, commonly 
« called bajtet-juſtices. Againſt theſe I will not ſpeak what I pake 
« laſt, but other matter in other terms. They be like the wiſe 
emen of CHialdee, that could never give judgment till they faw 
« the entrails of beaſts. Our ſtatutes penal be like the beaft in the 
e morning, at his full growth at noon, and dead at night. 80 my 
« flatutes, quick in execution, are like a wonder for nine days: ſo 
long after, they be at the height; but, by the end of the year, 
564 they ar are carried dead in a baſket to the Jujiice's houſe, 


1 am, St. 9. 0. 


LOND ON: Planted for W. BINGLEY, 1 Durham Fag. in the Strand ; by | 
LR whom Letters to the NoR'rH-BRITORN are received. ä 


HE diſmiſſion of GENERAL AMHERSTH has cauſed much altercation, 
and at preſent the public in general are as much at a loſs to form any 
diſtinct idea of the truth of this extraordinary affair, as though a word 
had never been ſaid concerning it. It is neceſſary, therefore, to inform the 
public, that in Number V. of the CONSTIT UTIONAL MAGAZINE, 
price Sixpence only, is given a narrative of the whole of this tranſaction, 
from the time the neral was ſent for by a Great Perſonage, to give his 
opinion concerning the Colonies, to thar of the order of council for his 
diſnuſſion from his government. 
it There are many political and literary articles in this and the four pre- 
ceding Numbers of the Conſtitutional Magazine, too numerous for an 
advertiſement. | 
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NUMBER LXV. (or XIX. of the Cox rIixuATION.) 
To be continued muy EN IPO T wo- "Pure Halfpenny. 
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10% 17686. 
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Cc ONSIDERING t che Neben ſir and tendency. of your pa- 
pers, I have great reaſon. to oubt, whether you will inſert 
the Following letter, as it is written in defence of a W eee 
whom you and your brothers eff, Ai have loaded, with much, 
unmerited abuſe ; and who yet, if his character were thoroughly 
known, would be found to be more N of. the pra: iſe, than . 
of the c , of his FELONS, . | OR. 
I an, yours, &c. | J. 8 
RO 


'N order. to demonfirite; i in the cleareſt manner, our 38 and 
impartiality, we have readily given a place to our correſpond- 
ent's letter; thou 5 we queſtion much W ether the nobleman, , to 
whom it is addre al wil thahk the author for the nee 
he has paid him. | 


— 


To. the Right Hoi Jo t Bat ir p— 
Majeſty's moſt Honous able Privy-Council. 
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even proud, to acknowledge. It has ever, I think, been deemed 
a maxim in phy/icks, that FRUSTRA FIT PER PLURA, QUoD 
PER PAUCIORA FIERI POTEST : if is needleſs to employ a number of 
agents, when a few'oill as well, or better, anſiber the purpoſe. The 
ſame maxim, my lord, will hold true in politics: it is needleſs to 
employ a number of miniſters, when one will equally ſerve the 
ends of government. DS | 
Simplicity of deſign, your /ord/hip, who is a philoſopher, knows, 
and, its conſequent, facility of execution, is one of the greateſt 
recommendations of any work of art or nature. All the revoluti- 
ons of the heavenly bodies are performed by the mere force of 
gravity, which makes them tend towards the ſun, as their com- 
mon centre; in the ſame manner as all the different mimntries we 
have had for theſe eight years paſt, have tended towards your 
lordſhip, as their no leſs common centre. At firſt, indeed, you 
appeared in all the majeſty of your meridian ſplendour, diffuſing 
light, and heat, and life, to the moſt diſtant parts of the political 
ſyſtem ; and though, for ſome time, you have thought proper, or 
rather have been obliged, to retire behind a cloud, yet is not 
your influence, on that account, leſſened. To vulgar eyes, 
perhaps, it may have become ſomewhat leſs apparent ; but thoſe 
who are poſleſſed of the leaſt degree of ſagacity, can eaſily ſee 
through the veal ; and all, I believe, who have places under the 
government, feel your attractive power as irre/iizble as ever. 
I ſhall, therefore, conſider your lordſbip as the true ſource of 
all the public meaſures, that have been adopted for theſe eight 
years laſt paſt; and as ſome of theſe meaſures have been moſt 
groſsly miſrepreſented by anti-miniſterial writers, I ſhall endeavou 
to juſtify them to the beſt of my power, and to vindicate, as wel 
your lordſhip, the original author, as the different miniſtries, your 


| ſubordinate agents. And firſt, as to thoſe meaſures which your 


lordſhip not only planned with your own head, but may be lite- 
rally ſaid to have executed with your hands, I ſhall be as brief as 
poſſible, both becauſe theſe meaſures are now become rather ſome- 
what obſolete, and becauſe they have already been canvaſſed and 
examined by other writers. Your lordſhip's firſt meaſure, after your 
acceſſion to power, was the diſmiſſing from his majeſty's ſervice, 
the W/zgs, the old and tried friends of the Prote/lant ſucceſſion and 
the Brunſwick family, and ſubſtituting in their room the Tories, 
the inveterate and irreconcilable enemies of both. This, ſay 
your adverſaries, muſt neceſſarily have been done with one of 
theſe two deſigns; either to pave the way for the reſtoration of 
your nameſake and relation at Rome, by rendering the preſent 
family odious; or, if that was impoſſible, at leaſt to beſtow, 
upon the preſent family, an arbitrary and deſpotic power, and 
thus to deſtroy the conſtitution of England. But who ever told 
theſe Wiſeacres, that to have a regard for one's relation, 
was a crime? It may be fo, perhaps, in their ſyſtem of 
ethics; but it never was, and, I dare ſay, it never will be one in 
that of your lordſuip. It may likewiſe be ſaid, and, indeed, it 
has often been ſaid that a real patriot ought to ſacrifice all his 
private affections to his love for his country. But I never heard 


that your lordſhip laid any claim to the title of a patriot, which has 


always 
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always been conſidered, in the court dictionary, as only another name 


for a fool; a character, I believe, which no one that knows you, will | 


aſcribe to your lordſhip. Add to this, that, in the opinion of all Zu 
Tories, that is, of all true Facobites—ftor theſe words, it is evident, 
are convertible terms—your relation at Rome is poſſeſſed of the rue, 
divine, indefeaſible, hereditary right, which can never be deſtroyed by 
any act of ſettlement, or any other act of any human legiſlature. I. 
am, therefore, ſurprized, how any one can object to you as a 
crime, what ought to be conſidered as a moſt meritorious action; 
the diſcharging to your relation the duty which you owe him, 
and the endeavouring to fulfill, or rather to re-eſtabliſh, the 


decrees of Heaven, which have been unhappily thwarted by thoſe 


malignant ſpirits, the Whigs and Revolutionits. But if thoſe ma- 
lignant ſpirits, though now expelled, by your lordſhip's intereſt, 


from all thoſe places of truſt and profit, which they continued to 


poſſeſs for ſeventy years and upwards, ſhould yet retain ſufficient 


wer and influence to prevent the accompliſhment of your grand 
deſign of reſtoring your relation, I hope, however, they will not 
be able to prevent the accompliſhment of your other deſign, of 
beſtowing abſolute and deſpotic power upon the reigning family. 
For, confider, my lord, the ei ap. and ineſtimable advantages 


that would neceſſarily reſult from the completion of ſuch a project. 


Inſtead of being obliged, as you are now obliged, to watch the hu- 
mour of a factious houſe of commons, or of a haughty houſe of 
lords, you would be troubled neither with the one nor with the 


other; for, I believe, it may be admitted as an indiſputable truth, 
that, the moment a ſovereign becomes deſpotic, he has no further 


occaſion for parliaments. Inſtead of having your ears peſtered, 


or your tranquillity diſturbed, with thoſe torrents of obloquy, 
which are daily iſſuing againſt you from the preſs, you may, 
with one blow of your hand, or one ſtamp of your foot, cruſh to 
atoms all the authors, printers and publiſhers in England. In a 
word, my lord, your maſter may enjoy, and you may exerciſe, 
the moſt unbounded and uncontrouled authority, without the 
leaſt reſtraint, from the parliament or the po and you may, 
in effect, be as abſolute as the prime vizir of TREK Ex, or the 
viceroy of TONQUIN. 33 8 

1 can only think of one obſtacle to the accompliſhment of this 


ſcheme, and that is, the determined reſolution which the Brunſ- 


wick-family have ever ſhewn to maintain inviolate the privileges of 
the people; and, as our preſent amiable ſovereign poſſeſſes this 
refolution in as high, if not in a higher degree than either of 
his predeceſſors, this obſtacle, I doubt, will prove altogether 


unſurmountable. But your lordſhip, they ſay, is endued with 


ſurpriſing powers of eloquence ; and who knows what you 


may be able to effect in ſome lucky and auſpicious moment? 


Perſevere, therefore, my lord, in your patriotic endeavours; for 

though you ſhould never ſucceed, as I'm afraid you will, you will 

yet have the ſatisfaction of thinking that you have exerted your 

_ utmoſt abilities in a good cauſe ; and you may juſtly adopt the fol- 
lowing ſentiment of Caro, 


Tic not in mortals to command ſucceſs : 
But we'll do more, Sempronius; we'// deſerve it. 
| Another 
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Another charge, and as groundleſs as the former, which your 
adverſaries bring againſt you, is, that, at the concluſion of the 
late peace, you reſtored to the enemy all, or, at leaſt, almoſt all 
the conqueſts, which we had made during the war. But I think, 
that, inſtead of blaming you for reſtoring ſo much, they ought 
rather to blame you for reſtoring ſo little: for if, inſtead of 
reſtoring barely Martinico, Guadalupe, the Havanna, the Ma- 
nilas, &c. &c. &c. &c. you had likewiſe reſtored Canada, which, 
if I rightly remember, was the only conqueſt we retained, we 
{hould not now have been reduced to the diſagreeable neceſſity of 
drawing our ſwords againſt: our fellow-ſubjects in AMERICA ; as 


the Prznca, Iam perſuaded, would have effectually ſecured the 


peace of the colonies, and, I dare ſay, would, by this time, have 
eaſed us of the trouble of levying taxes upon them. Beſides, that 


the terms of the peace were rather too hard for the enemy, is un- 


deniably evident from this circumſtance, that they have not yet 
been able to perform them; witneſs the Manila ranſom, which 
is ſtill unpaid, and the fortifications of Dunkirk, which are itill 
andambliibed! pune bake; 1 
But the ENGLISH, ny lord, are naturally a peeviſh and diſcon- 
tented people; always complaining, and yet, if you aſk them a 
reaſon for their complaint, they are hardly capable to aſſign one. 


For, not ſatisfied: with the two charges againſt you, which I have 


Juſt now refuted, they urge a third, and lay, that, ever ſince your 
introduction into office, you have laboured, and unhappily but with 


tos much ſucceſs; to render the government perfectly ridiculous, by 


making a greater number of changes in the adminiſtration within 
theſe eight years paſt, than, perhaps, were made in it during the 
eighty years preceding; converting thus, through ignorance or 


malice, the moſt commendable of your actions into a moſt black 


and atrocious crime. I have, indeed, admitted, that femphicity 
of deſign is one of the greateſt beauties of any work of art or 
nature: but variety, it is certain, is no leſs a beauty, eſpecially if 
it be joined with warformty ;' for theſe two laſt, if I am not miſ- 
taken, are repreſented by Hoe ART RH, in his Analyſis of Beauty, as 
the principal ingredients in this charming qualit̃. 


— 
* 


That we have had, during theſe eight years, a ſurprizing variety 
of minifters, no one can forget, who has not loſt his memory; 
nor will any one, who is poſſeſſed of the ſame uſeful faculty, 
deny, that theſe various uiniſtries have acted, in many things, with 
the molt perfect uniformicy. When I ſay uniformity, I mean that, 
they have acted ungformly in oppoſition tò the ſentiments: of the 
people; and this, I think, may be conſidered as an irrefragable 


proof of the rectitude of their meaſures: for the people are not 


only generally, but always, in the wrong. Horace, indeed, ſays, 
that they are ſometimes in the right; interdum vulgus rectum videt ; 
but Horace, though a great poet, and a greater wit, was but a 
ſhallow politician; and as ſuch he was regarded by Abo usrus 
and MæcFENAs, who, though they frequently admitted him into 
their parties of pleaſure, never conſulted him in any ſtate- affairs. 
Pope, too, ſeems to be of the ſame opinion, and to think, that 
many perſons, by refuſing to follow the ſentiments of the people, 
So 


have run into error: 
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$9,much they ſcorn the croud, that if the throng 
By chance go right, they purpoſely go Wrong. 


But Pors, it is well known, was a {till weaker. politician than 
HORACE... 98 1 = 
But what is worſe, my lord, many. perſons, who were profeſſed: 
zoliticians, and were univerſally acknowledged as the moſt pro- 
found politicians of their age, have thought, that, however apt 
the people may be to err in tome points of inferior moment, yet, 
in great national points, they are very ſeldom, if ever, . miſtaken. 
But theſe men, however great politicians they might be in their 
own age, would make but a very poor figure in this, when the 
ſyſtem of politics is entirely changed, and when your lordſſip's 
ſyſtem, in particular, has eſtabliſhed it as an uncontrovertible 
fact, that the body of the people are always in the wrong; and 
that, therefore, a minftry that acts in direct oppoſition to the 
people, muft neceſſarily be in the right. And, as all our nu- 
merous iniſtries, for theſe eight years paſt, have acted in this 
manner, it of courſe follows, that they have purſued, at once, 
and by the very ſame means, the public intereſt, and, what is no 
leſs to be regarded, their own private advantage. 
It muſt, indeed, be confeſſed, that, though our different i- 
yijſtries have obſerved the moſt exact uniformity in acting in oppo- 
ſition to the ſentiments of the people, yet have they, in other 
reſpects, acted in direct contradiction. to each other; all of them 
baving gained their popularity and their places by undoing what 
was done by their predeceſſors. Tour lordſhip, while you appeared 
vitibly at the her of affairs—for, as I remarked above, 
though you have now thought proper to retire behind the curtain, 
yet are. you as actually at the head of affairs, as when you prefided 
at the Treaſury-board—l1 ſay; your lordſhip, while you appeared 
viſibly at the head of affairs, impoſed a duty upon the cyder- 
counties: this was immediately repealed by your ſucceſſors. 
Theſe ſucceſſors were hardly warm,. in their places, when they 
impoſed a {tamp-duty upon the American colonzes. This was as in- 
ſtantly repealed by their ſucceſſors. Theſe third, or fourth, or 
fifth for they are ſo numerous, that I have really forgot which 
—ſucceſſors had ſcarce undone the work of thoſe that went 
before them, when they impoſed a revenue-duty upon the fame 
American colonies : and we are now daily in expectation of another 
miniſiry, of your lordſhip's appointment, to.overturn the meaſures 
of the preſent miniſtry, and. perhaps to adopt new meaſures of 
their own, to be overturned, of courfe, by ſome ſacceeding 
miujiry ; and thus, it is thought, while your lordſhip continues to be = 
the grand ſpring that ſets the political machine in motion, our 
mmiſters will go on, in eternum, committing blunders to-day, and 
repairing them to-morrow. | 83 By 
Some people, indeed, exclaim againſt this, as a moſt ſhameleſs 
proſtitution of government, as a diſgrace upon the Britiſh, or any 
other, legiſlature. But, God help their poor noddles ! They Know 
not that there is often more merit in gepairing a fault, than in 
not having committed it; and that, though any man may err, 
: 1 5 vet 
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yet none but a fool would perſiſt in his error: Cujuſuis hominis eff 
errare ; nullius niſi infeprentts in errore perſtverare. 

Beſides, in theſe piping times of peace, what elſe have the ministry 
to do than to be trying experiments in government? The Royal 
Society, we know, the Society for the Improvement of Arts, and all 
the other ſocietiss in EUROPE, are perpetually employed in making 
experiments.; and 'tis by means of theſe experiments, though 
often unſucceſsful, that — are at laſt enabled to find out the 
trath. Now, why ſhould the ry, which may juſtly be con- 
fidered as a political ſociety, he debarred the privilege, which is 
granted to all other ſocieties, of making experiments; and, when 
theſe experiments fail, of ſupplying their defects by new experi- 
ments ; as, by this method, they may be enabled to find out the 
ARCANA IMPERL, the art of kingeraft, or the myſtery of govern- 
ment. And if the proſecution: of theſe experiments ſhould coſt 

the lives of a few hundred, or even a few thouſand men, that, 1 
think, can never be admitted as any ſolid 1 For how 
many flies has a philoſopher been obliged to kill, before he could 
find out, whether that animal could live without its brains! 
and I belieye it will be acknowledged by every reaſonable perſon, 
that the life of a man, in the opinion of a miniſter, is of no more 
value than that of a fly in the opinion of a philoſopher. 
I ſhould. now come, lord, to conſider the other charges, 
which your enemies bring againſt you : ſuch as the 9 com- 
| mitted upon the duke of Harlan the invaſion of the property of 
. the Effe India Company, the maſſacre perpetrated in St. George's 
. Fields, the unrelenting vengeance with which you have perſecuted 
Mr. Wilkes, and the diſmiſſion of general. Amberſt from his govern- 
ment of Virginia: but theſe I muſt reſerve for the ſubject of 
another letter. In the mean time, I am, % ai j 


„ Lo R Dv, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obliged, 
V And obedient Servant, 
J. MACPHERSON. 
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17s 1768. 
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2 the NORTH BRITON. 
SIR, . 


E 


which I mo you will communicate to the publick tirough the 
fame channel, and with as ſame n and am, Sir, 


Yours, Ka. J. M. 


W. E have, Ge: this once; i with the requeſt of our 
6 orrefpondent, though we hope hq wilt not take ir amife-if 
we aſſure be Bis, that be m not expect the like indulgence for the 
future; as nothing could have induced us to inſert ſucceſſively two 


letters on ſuch a ſubject, but our earneſt deſire to evince our impar- 


tiality, and to give the Public an opportunity of hearing every thing 
that can poſſibly be urged in defence of a nobleman, of whom, for 
our own. part, we do not entertain ſo favourable an Opinion, as 
ſeems to be entertained by Mr. MACPHERSON. 5, | 


A ſecond Letter to the Right Honourable Jour Earl of B- 
of his Majeſiy s moſt Honourable T0 5, 
Primd dicse mihi, unnd dicends 0 amend. | H OR. 


MY LORD, 


bring againſt you, has met with your approbation, I ſhall now 
proceed with the ſame zeal, and, I hope, you will find, with the 


| ſame ability and ſucceſs, to refute the other charges which are 
uſually brought againſt you. But, before I enter upon any new 


matter, allow me to point out a few of the many advantages 


ariſing from the rapid ſucceſſion of miniſtries we have had for theſe 


eight years; for, that his Ir ſucceſſion of min e has been pro- 
ductive 


NCOURAGED by: your complaiſance 3 in giving 2 place ſo 
readily to my firſt, letter, I have herewith ſent you another, 


, one 


S J have no reaſon to doubt, but the refutation ! attempted, in 
my firſt letter, of ſome of the charges which your enemies 


—— — want A 


8 Po 4_ 11 ated 
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ductive of many great and important advantages, muſt be evident 
to every. one, whoſe eyes are not covered with the thickeſt miſt of 
F Prejudice. | 
In the firſt place, my lord, it has furniſhed the ENGLISH with 
that amuſement, which they fo dearly like, the amuſement of 
variety; for never, ſure, was greater variety diſplayed, than has 
been diſplayed in the uni, fince your lordſhip undertook the 
directing of their motions. Some people, indeed, fay, that this 
variety has been ſo great, that the motions of the 7yz7/?ry have 
exactly reſembled a country-dance; and that Ars. Cornelys threatens 
to bring an action againſt you, for endeavouring to injure her in her 
lawful occupation of furnifhing this elegant and faſhionable enter- 
tainment to the nobility and gentry, ſince as good country-donces 
are now to be ſeen at Whitthall, as in Soho-Sguare. But I never 
heard, that Mrs. Cornelys had obtained an excluſive privilege of 
exhibiting corntry-dances ; and if ſhe has not, I think your lerdſſiip 
has as good. a right, as any other perſon, to exhibit ſuch dances: and, 
even it Mrs. Cornelys had obtained an excluſive privilege, your 
lordſhip, Jam perſuaded, would take effectual care to deſtroy ſuch 
a monopoly. 3 | Es F 
Nor have you, my lord, by this ſudden change of miniſters, ſhewn 
a)greater regard for the amuſement of the people, than for the ſafety of 
the minifters themſelves ; as, by this means, you have fecured them, 
as far as it 1s poſſible, againſt every kind of danger. . For had any 
ſingle miniſter been guilty of all the acts of tyranny and oppreſſion, 
that have been committed by our dferent miniſtries for theſe ſeven or 
eight-years, .they would; I am ſatisfied, have felt, before this time, 
the dreadfil effects of pppular reſentment, But the guilt being 
divided among fo, great a multitude, the people are at a loſs to 
determine with preciſion upon whom to wreak their vengeance. 
And, with regard to your lordſhip, who may be ſuppoſed to bear 
the blame of bein g the original author of all their violent meaſures, 
your popularity, it is well known, is ſo exceedingly great, as to 
be more than a counterbalance for any odium arifing from that 
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8 But there is ſtill another advantage attending the H⁰u,ꝭĩ2i variety 
of miniſtries we have had for theſe eight years ; and this will app gar 
to be equally great, whether we conſider the places under the go- 
|| 1,0 vernment as lucrative finecures, or as poſts of real bufireſs and im- 
1% portance. If we conſider them in the firſt light, which, I believe 
0 in my conſcience, is the true light in which they ought to be con- 
i ſidered for, if I am not miſinformed, all the buſineſs of govern- 
" i | ment is tranſacted by a few inferior clerks, who enjoy ſalaries only 
| of a few hundreds a year——for, how elſe could our iniſters have 
leiſure to attend their horſe-races, their hunting- matches, their 
1 aflemblies at Almack's and Cornelys's, and their clubs at Arthur's; 
N. not to mention the time they conſume, after the example of their 
With _ worthy premier, in *{quiring their miſtreſſes to Ranelagh and the 
„ Opera I fay, if we conſider places under the government in this 
; | 605 light, as mere lucrative ſinecures, what can be more reaſonable, 
1 than that the immenſe profits of theſe places ſhould be * — 
Ti ; 4 Sh | tribut 
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tributed among all parties indiſcriminately, or, as the proverb has 
it, that every og ſhould have his day? By this means, my ord, you 
conſult not only the intereſt of individuals, but the intereſt of the 
public. The circulation of money, you know, is the very life and 
ſoul of trade. Now, what more effectual method to promote the 
circulation of money, than to promote the circulation of places, 
which produce ſo much money. That moſt places under the go- 
vernment produce to their poſſeſſors immenſe fums of money, will 
be denied by no one who is in the leaſt acquainted with matters of 
this nature. I ſhall only mention one particular, from which the 
reader may be enabled to form ſome judgment of the reſt. The 
profits of all the places in the Bank do not amount to gooo!. per 
annum ; whereas the profits of the places in the Exchequer amount 
to above 90,0007. and yet, I believe it will be readily admitted, that 
there is more buſineſs done in the Bank than in the Exchequer. Ab 
uno dliſce omnes. 

If, on the other hand, we conſider the places under the govern- 
ment as poſts of real buſineſs and importance, the advantage ariſing 
from a frequent change of miniſtries will be ſtill more apparent. 
For, by this means, you qualify almoſt every man, who, by his 
birth or fortune, is intitled to ſuch a diſtinction, for ſerving his 
country in a miniſterial capacity. The truth is, my lord, I look 

upon the great number of perſons, who, during theſe eight years, 
have paſſed through the ſeveral departments of ſtate, and are now 
out of office, as a kind of well-trained and diſciplined militia, out 
of which the regular forces of. the miniſt ry may occaſionally be re- 
.cruited at a moment's warning. 

Suppoſe, now, an "advertiſement, to the following purpoſe, w were 
inſerted in the news- papers, or poſted up on the gates at Y//itehall. 
— Al gentiemen volunteers, who are willing to ſerve his 
« M y K—g G in the BLACK or m-n-ſl-r-l regiment, 
ih comma by the right honourable Fohn Earl of B——e, and 
under him by his grace the D. of Gr——-1, let them repair to 
the ſign of the BAGPIPES, in South- - Audley-ſlreet, or to the 
«© CULLY and COURTESAN in Grofvenor-Square, or to the Drum- 
„ head in Pall-Mall, where they ſhall enter into preſent pay, and 
meet with every other encouragement Wai a Cent leman 
* miniſter. Go SAVE THE KinG! 

„N. B. The offcers and ſoldiers of this regiment, eſpeciatly the 
** officers, have been more remarkable, than thoſe of any other re- 
giment in the ſervice, for making their fortunes ; few of them 
having refigned their commiſſions, without ſecuring to themſelves 
« and their children good fioinging penſions. And though it is cer- 
<« tain, that their paymaſters are, at preſent, near four quarters in. 
« arrears to them, yet is it intended, in a very little time, to impoſe 
< a tax, for the diſcharging of theſe arrears, upon the AMERICAN 
* CoroNIES ; who, from their ready compliance with ſome otlier 
taxes which have been lately laid upon them, will, it is not 
doubted, contribute moſt chearfully towards the payment of a 
debt, due to a ſet of creditors, from whom they have received 
*« ſuch inęſtimable favours.” '—Suppoſe, I ſay, that ſuch an adver- 
tiſement as this were inſerted in the news- Peper. or poſted up on 


the 
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the gates at V hitehall, I make no queſtion, but that, inſtead of one, 
twenty volunteers would offer for every vacancy that might happen 
in the iniſtry. Time was, indeed, when, upon the reſignation of 
a great miniſter, of a firſt lord of treaſury for inſtance, or a chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, it was the moſt difficult thing in the 
world to find a proper ſucceſior : but, thanks to your lordſhip's 
ſagacity and foreſight, that time is now paſt, and a more happy 
time hath ſucceeded in its room. We are now furniſhed with 
ſuch a ſtock of politicians, as is ſufficient to ſupply not only all the 
vacancies in our own miniſtry, but, if need were, all the vacancies in 
all the miniſtries in Europe. EE 
Let the FRENCH, therefore, no longer boaſt of their political 
ſocieties. Your lordſſip hath inſtituted a political ſoctety of a much 
more important. and beneficial nature. For, while the young 
French Machiavels are employed ſolely in learning the theory of poli- 
tics, your loraſhip's pupils are employed in learning at once the theory 
and the practice; and if, in the courſe: of their education, they com- 
mit a few blunders that may ſometimes threaten an inſurrection at 
home, or a rebellion abroad, theſe can be regarded but as very trifling 
inconveniences, when put in the balance with the infinite advantages 
which ſuch a ſcheme muſt produce, I therefore repeat it, my : 
lord: let the matter be viewed in whatever light it will; whether x 
we conſider the places under the government as /ucratives ſinecures, : 
or as poſts of real buſineſs and importance, the frequent changes of 
miniſtries we have had for theſe. eight years, is one of the greateſt 
bleſſings, which your lordſtip, or any other prime vizzr, could have 


- a 


beſtowed upon this nation. „„ 
As to the r——y committed upon the duke of Portland, I am 
really amazed how any one can give it that name. Is the taking from 
a a man what he hath no right to poſſeſs, to be branded with the 
odious and deteſted appellation of a r——y ? The Mhigs, indeed, 
ſay, that 4ing Wilkam III. had as good a right to grant the foreſt 
of Inglewood to the firſt earl of Portland, as king Charles II. had to 
grant the hereditary rangerſhip of 7/7: lebury-foreſt to the firſt duke 
of Grafton. But, Lord open their eyes, and let them ſee their error! 
King Charles II. was a king of the true jure divino line, poſſeſſed 
of hereditary and indęfegſible right; and therefore, in the opinion 
of every loyal ſubject, might have granted away not only all the 
1/144 WEE ecerbun-lands, but, had he been o minded, even the crown is ſelf. But 
{11110008 what right king William III. had, either to the crown or to the 
M crown-lands, your lordſhip, I believe, and all true Tories, are yet 
| 5 | to learn. As to your beſtowing this grant upon your ſon-in-law, 
— 1 Sir James Lowther, your lordſſip, I think, has only thereby ſnewn 
| 10 — yourſelf to be a fincere chriſtian ; for the ſcripture, if I miſtake 
[171 RR not, ſomewhere ſays, .7/at he that provideth not for his own, and eſ- 
| 11 peciallh for theſe of his own houſe, he hath denied the . faith, and is, 


11,178 worſe than an inſidel. e | 

„ With regard to your invading the property of the Eaſt- India com- 

„ pany, that, I imagine, will admit of a ſtill more ſatisfactory de- 

r fence. For how, in God's name, do the Eoft-India campany come 

by the greater part of their property? Is it not by robbing the 
Eaſji-India Nabobs? And can there be any harm in the robbing of 


robbers * 
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robbers ? Can there be any injuſtice in ſpoiling the Egyptians? Be- 
ſides, my lord, the allowing too great an accumulation of wealth 
in the hands of merchants and mechanics, 1s utterly inconſiſtent 
with the ſcheme you have formed, of converting our govern- 
ment, firſt into an Ariſtocracy, and then into an abjolute monar- 
cy; for merchants and mechanics always breathe a republi- 
can ſpirit. Add to this, that, at the time of your invading the 
property of the Eaſ?-India company, the miniſtry was reduced to the 
laſt extremity for want of money; and extreme neceſſity, we know, 
ſuperſedes all law. The mafacre, as it is miſcalled, in St. George's- 
Fields, furniſhes another ſtriking inſtance of the groſs abuſe of 
words. The maſſacre! did they ſay? Call it rather a /acrifice : for 
what was it but a ſacrifice, a juft ſacrifice offered to the manes of our 
unhappy countrymen who fell in the fatal battle of Culloden? I only 
regret, that the ſacrifice was ſo ſmall : why, in the name of filial duty, 
wasn't it greater? Why did not you command the ſoldiers, inſtead 
of firing by half dozens at a time, to fire, as I and moſt of my 
countrymen at the court-end of the town—for, I own, we have 
ſome apoſtates amongſt us—think they ſhould have fired, by whole 
companies? We ſhould then have had revenge, glorious revenge ; 
and atonement would have been made for the innocent blood 
ſpilt in the year 1745, by that ſcourge of our party, the 
duke of Cumberland, whom Heaven ſeems to have ſent, in its 
wrath, to thwart the deſigns of all loyal ſubjeffs. But what is 
delayed is not forgotten. You may ſtill have an opportunity of 
picking another quarrel with the Vhigs. The approaching elec- 
tion at Brentford will furniſh you with a pretext, every whit as 
good as that which you had in Sr. George's-Frelas. A few com- 
panics of the third regiment of guards, with their bayonets ſcrew'd, 
and their guns on full cock, ſent among the croud, will anſwer the 
purpoſe. - Try but the experiment, and I will anſwer for the 
conſequence. _ 3 955 5 Bee = 
As to your perſecution of Mr. Wilkes, a few words will ſuffice, 0 
The man, I think, deſerves to be puniſhed, not ſo much for his ] 
inſolence as his folly. He has taken it into his head, forſooth, I 
like many other fools, as well in ancient as in modern times, that | 
truth is of a fixed and unchangeable nature, and does not depend 
u pon the uncertain breath of a iniſter, ora monarch. I ſuppoſe now, 
if you were to tell him, that two and two are equal to five, that 
coals are white, or ſnow black, or that the ſun moves from weft. | 
to eaſt, he would have the impudence to contradict you. Punith „ 
him, therefore, till he has come to a better way of thinking, and | 
till he has learned to ſpeak and act juſt as he is directed by his ſupe- 
riors. J can at leaſt ſay, for my own part—and, for the truth of 
what I ſay, 1 appeal to your lordſiip— that I have always myſelf 
followed this maxim; nor ought any one, in my opinion, that 
does not follow it, to be ſuffered to live in ſociety. _ | 
With reſpect to the diſmiſſion of Sir Jeffery Amherſt from his 
government of Virginia, that, J apprehend, is a thing which re- 
quires no vindication. If Sir Fefery and his friends had not very 
bad memories, they would not need to be reminded, that, at the 
concluſion of the late war, one of the conſtant complaints of 
your lordſhip and your miniſiry was, that we had conquered too much, 
and more than we knew what to do with ; that the people were fo 
elated with their extraordinary ſucceſs, that it would be hardly | 
| poſſible | 
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poſſible to make any peace, that could give them ſatisfaction: and 
it may be ſafely affirmed, that the 7adeguate peace, which your 
lordſhip made, has been one of the chief cauſes of all that popular 
odium, under which you have ſince laboured. But it is well known, 
that Sir Fefery Amherſt was one of the principal authors of our 
extraordinary ſucceſs, and, conſequently, of the inextricable dith- 
culties in which your lordſhip was then involved; and, theſe things 
conſidered, is it at all ſurprizing, that Sir Jeffery ſhould at that time 
incur your lordſhip's diſpleaſure, and that he has now at laſt felt the 
effects of it? It has, however, been a long time before he has felt 
the effects of it; and this, I think, may be adduced as an irrefra- 
gable proof, if not of your lord/hip's forgiveneſs, at leaſt of your 
forbearance. Sir Jeffery, therefore, inſtead of complaining for 
being diſmiſſed fo foon, ought rather to be thankful for not being 
diſmiſſed ſooner ; and has more reaſon to praiſe your /ord/lup's 
moderation, than:to cenſure your ſeverity. True it is, that, in the 
beginning of the war, admiral Byng was ſhot for his want of ſuc- 
ceſs; and Sir Jeffery Amherſt is now diſmiſſed for his 700 great 
__ fucceſs :; but * . | 
Tempora mutantur, & nos mutamur ab illis.; es 
Truth and falſhood, right and wrong, merit and demerit, every 
thing depends, as. it ought todepend, upon theuncertain turn of a 

JZ porno pedo on, 8 
hs have I, zy lord, to the beſt of my abilities, refuted all the 
charges I ever heard brought againſt you; and if any of your 
enemies have any more charges in ſtore, let them, in God's name, 
immediately produce them. I here throw down to them the 
-gauntlet of defiance : 1 here give them an open challenge; and pro- 
_ feffing myſelf your champion, I will endeavour to confute them, to 
their own utter confuſion,*to your lordſhip's ſatisfaction, and to the 
thorough conviction of the whole world. I am, My LORD, your 

Lordſhip's moſt obliged, and devoted humble ſervant, | 

E RRAT UM, in our laſt Number, Page 391, line 6 from the bottom, for, as 1 am afraid 
OO 2 1" you will, read, as I am afraid you NEVER <will. | 
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ART HERE AS one James Macynerson has thought proper to inſert an Advertiſe- 
VV ment in the News-Papers, n JA he is not the Author of a Letter ſub- 
ſcribed J. MacrHERSOR, and addreſſed to the Right Honourable John Earl of Bute, in the 
LXVth Number of the NoxTa-BrrTon : I think it my Puty to inform-the Public, that 
the ſaid Letter came to me by Poſt, in the very ſame Words, and with the very ſame Sig- 
nature, with which it-15 printed: nor did I know at the Time, whether the Letter (J.) 
-meant, Ja uEs, JOHN, JEEFBRY, JACOB, 'JOCELINE, Jos1an, JosHUA, IsAlAn, or IE- 
'REM1TAH 3 nor would. the World, I am ſatisfied, ever have known, had not JAMES Mac- 
.PHERSON taken the Trouble to undeceive it. 8 | 3 
Mr. MacrRERSsON calls the Letter à dull Performance, I am ſorry to hear that Mr. 
Macrentrson's Friends have ſo mean an Opinion of him, as to ſuppoſe him capa- 
. ble of writing a dull Performance; for if they did. not ſuppoſe him capable of it, there 
was certainly no Occaſion for advertiſing. Mr. Macrhzxsox ſays, that he is known to. 
the World as the Tramſſaror of Offian's Poems; but I believe neither he, nor Ofſian's Poems, 
are now at all known to the World; their Fame, if ever they had any,” being raiſed merely 
by the Force of Novelty, and having long fince died away /ke the Hum of a Bee. Tt is curious, 
however, to obſerve Mr. Macepntrs0n's Modeſty. In an Advertiſement, which he left 
with me, which he defired me to inſert in the News-Papers; and which is ſtill to be ſeen 
at my Shop in his own Hand-Writing, he calls himſelf a Perſon wvell known in the learned 
World. I ſpppoſe he means the learned world in the Highlands of Scotland, and among 


+ thoſe who can chaunt O//an's rude Poemi in their native euTTURAL Zrſe. Mr. Mac- 
'PHERSON, I ſuſpect, is more afraid of loſing the Place which he enjoys under the Govern- 
ment, than of loſing His Reputation in the learned world; and is more. apprehenfive of 
- offending his geud Patrony the. Carl of Bute, than of offending the ſenſible part of the Eng- 
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Hoc illud eft praciput in cognitione rerum ſalubre ac frugiferum; 
omnis te exempli documenta in illuſtri pofita monumento mtuert : 
inde tibi tuægue reipublice, quod imitere, capias: inde fadum in- 
captu, fedum exitu, quod vile. XK LIV. 
+ NR ren 


F. T. was a ſhrewd remark of a plain, honeſt Scotchman, when 


pee 


1 he heard the fulſome compliments which were paid to king 


James they FIRST, upon his acceflictt tõ the throne of this king- 
dom, that the Exoribn, by their fooliſh fondneſs, would, p, , 
GEUDE King. Never, indeed, was this remark more ſtrictly veri- 


fied than in the caſe of ing James; but, I am afraid, his is nat 


the only caſe, in which it has been verified. I am afraid, that the 
ENOL ISH, by their fooliſh fondneſs, have ſpoiled many other good 


kings ; or, which. amounts. to the ſame thing, have ſpoiled many 


princes, who would otherwiſe have proved good Kings. 


WD 


There is a honey-moon in government, as well as in marriage; and 
the con ſequence of | mifimproving this | impor tant period 1s as fatal in | 


the former, as in the latter of theſe inſtances. Many a woman, 
who, under proper management, would have become an excellent 
Wife, has, by the ill-judged indulgence of a too uxorious huſband 
during the firſt month of wedlock, been rendered ever after an 


intolerable wixen ; in the ſame manner, as many a prince, who, if 
uncorrupted by flattery, might have proved a good ling, has, by the 


..adulation that was paid him at the time of his acceſſion, been con- 


ver ted into 4 fool, perhaps into a 7yrant, perhaps into Soth. And, in 
fact, we ſhall find, if we look into hiſtory, that ſome of the worſt 


kings who have diſgraced the throne of England, were the moſt po- 


pular and beloved at the time of their aeceſſion; and that all the 
acts of folly or of violence, which they afterwards committed, 


were owing to the unmerited praiſes they received in the beginning 
of their reign. And the firſt prince I ſhall mention as thus cor- 


rupted by flattery, is ing Edward the Second, who, though poſſeſſed 


..of very little, if any, perſonal merit, vet being cloathed, by his 


courtiers, with the renown of the glorious actions performed by 


his 
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his father 4mg Edward the 770 , imagined he might govern the 
kingdom without the leaſt regard to the ſentiments 'of the people ; 
and reſigning his conduct accordingly to the guidance of wicked 
favourites, at laſt drew upon himſelf, as well as upon his minions, 
ſuch a load of popular odium, as deprived him firſt of his crown, 
and ſoon after of his life. 

The caſe of king Richard the Second is, if poiſivie, a ſtill more 
ſtriking inſtance of the fatal effects of undeſerved praiie and unearned. 
popularity. Never prince came to the throne in more favourable 

_ circumſtances than Xing Richard the Second. His grandfather, Aing 
Edward the Third, was one of the moſt glorious monarchs that 
ever ſat upon the Engliſh one. His father, Edward the Black 
Prince of Wales, was one of the beſt beloved princes that ever 
enjoyed that title. And atlthe popularity, acquired by theſe two 

rinces, was immediately transferred to their heir and deſcendant, 
3s Richard the Second. But this popularity, inſtead of ſerving, 

28 i ought to have done, to remind him of his duty, ſerved only 
to make him forget it. This popularity, inſtead of inſpiring him 
with a laudable ambition to rival the fame of his illuſtrious anceſ- 

tors, made him fit down contented with the reverſion of glory, 

'which they had bequeathed him. This Popularity, inſtead of in- 
ducing him to pay a proper reſpect to the opinion of the people, 
upon whom it depended, made him treat the people with indif- 
ference and contempt, and even with inſolence. For of his com- 
mons he was wont to ſay, that SLAves fliey were, and SLAvEs 

They ſhould be. And, upon an addreſs from the parhament to re- 
move his chancellor and treaſurer, he haughtily replied, that he 

Would not, at their requeſt, remove the meangf ſeullion out of his | 
Litefen. 

Violent, however, and arbitrary as his jneaſurs wete, he did 

„not want men to encourage him in the proſecution of them; ſuch 

| men, for inſtance, as Nevil, Vere, Poole, Trefilian, and others; 

| who, in order to attach him the more firmly to 7hemfelves, took 
care, by their miſrepreſentations, to render the nation odious to 

Aim, in the ſame mannerastheyhad, by their avarice, their prodigality, 

| and arrogance, rendered him adious fo the nation. They were per- 

petually inſinuating to him, that z7hey ſuffered for his jake ; that 
the aim of their enemies was to dethrone him by diſgracing them ; 
| and whilſt the troubles of his reign were entirely owing to is ob- 
| inacy in ſupporting them, they had the addreſs to perſuade him, 
that they aroſe ſolely from the turbulence of the people; and that the 
only cauſe of the general odium, under which they laboured, was 
their unſhaken firmneſs in executing his orders, and maintaining 
his authority. Nay, they went fo far as to affirm, that, by accuſing 
the coumſellors, a man plainly ſhews, that he believes the fooereign 

incapable of governing ; -and that the readieſt way to diſcredit a 

„ prince, is perſuading his ſubjects that he makes uſe of / miniſters. 

1 Theſe arguments and artifices, however ridiculous, had the 

| deſired effect. The deluged king was perſuaded to enter into cloſer 

1 connections than ever with his favourite miniſters. He took their 

| iniguitios a himelf ; made their cauſe tus own ; proſecuted their ac- 
| wverſaries with the moſt unrelenting vengeance ; was privy to their 
| plots of Alſalſinating their enemies; of packing juries ; of corrupting 
| the judges to pronounce fentences contrary to law; and of doing a deal 

f other dirty work, which they, indeed, wanted, not he. In a word, 


he 
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he continued to miſguide and miſgovern, till the people, pro- 
voked beyond all bounds, were obliged, at laſt, to riſe in arms, 
and to deprive him of his crown, which they beſtowed upon the 
duke of Lancafter, afterwards known by the name of Ki HOY 
the Fourth. 

The pernicious effects of a premature and nne, popularity 
are no leſs apparent in the reign of King Henry the Eighth, than 
in that of King Richard the Second. King Henry's popularity aroſe 
partly from his youth, from the beauty and vigour of his perſon, 
from his parts and his learning, which were, both of them, con- 
ſiderable, and from the favourable accounts given of him by his 
courtiers; but, chiefly, from his uniting in himſelf the rival 
titles of York and of Lancaſter, and from his having, of courſe, 
no pretender to his crown. But what was the conſequence of this 
early popularity The conſequence was, that it increaſed his pre- 
ſumption, inflamed his pride, and ahmoſt turned his brain; and 
that the honey- moon of government was hardly paſt, when he began 79 
act the tyrant, as he continued indeed to do to the end of his reign. 

If, from the reign of ling Henry the Eighth, we paſs on to that 
of king Fames the Firſt, we ſhall find an additional proof of this 
melancholy truth, that thoſe princes, who, 'from a concurrence 
of accidental circumſtances, have been extremely popular in the 
beginning of their reign, have foon Joſt their popularity, and have 
ſeldom, or never, been able to recover it. King fames, imme 
diately upon his acceſſion to the throne, was extolled by his 
courtiers as the vet man of the age; and believing, no doubt, 
from his natural vanity, that he merited the compliment, he pro- 
bably thought he might act, as it is well known he acted, during 
the remaining part of his reign, as ne moſt ignorant and the mo 
acoliſti: thus verifying the homely, but ſenſible, proverb, That he 
-20ho gets the cliaracter of rifing in the morning, may lie a-bed all day. 
Inſtead of imitating the conduct of his truly w/e and Juſtly-popular 
predeceſſor, the illuſtriaus queen Elizabeth, he deviated, in almoſt 
every inſtance, from the prudent maxims of that renowned prin- 
ceſs. The behaviour and fate of Aing Charles the Firſt and king 
"Charles the Second, are ſo well KNOWN, that they need not be men- 
tioned, 

Thus, Sir, it appears, according to the remark of the plain- 
ſpoken Scotchman, that the EncLis, by their fooliſh fondneſs, 
have. ſpoiled many good kings. 1 will not ſay, that our preſent ami- 
able ſovereign, who was extremely popular at the time of his acceſſion, 
and, I hope, is Hill popular, has been ſpoiled by the fondneſs of his 
loyal ſubjects ; becauſe I will not, as indeed I cannot, ſuppoſe him 
capable of being /þc/ed by this or by any other circumſtance. But 
I believe I may ſay, wi7hout giving offence to any but the guilty, that 
his niniſters have been ſpoiled by it in a moſt unaccountable manner; 
moſt of them having acted, for theſe ſeven or eight years, with 
ſuch a total diſregard to the ſentiments of the public, as if govern- 
ment had been inſtituted for the good of a few, and not for the 
good of the whole community. Truſting, it would ſeem, to the 
| Popularity of their maſter, they thought they might venture upon 
the moſt unconſtitutional meaſures, till at laſt they have rendered 
themſelves ſo completely odious, as to be utterly unqualified for 
ſerving their country; for the people, it is certain, may conceive 


ſuch a hatred againſt a miniſter, as to be unwilling to receive from 
him even the moſt ſignal favour, 


Neither 
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Neither will I fay, that there is an exact ſimilarity between the 
.events of the preſent reign and any of thoſe I have now mentioned; 
though I think I can point a ſtriking reſemblance in ſome particu- 
lar inſtances. For example, king James the Firſt, as well before 
as after his acceffion to the throne of ENGLAND, was wont, both 
in public and in private converſation, to give the name of rebels to 
the STATEs oF THE UNITED PROVINCES, who were then ſtrug- 
gling, and had long ſtruggled, to deliver their country from the 
tyranny and oppreſſion of the Spaniſi monarchy ; and though he was 
afterwards induced, and almbſt compelled, by the prevailing ſpirit 
of his ſubjects, to give them ſome aſſiſtance, yet was it in fo ſecret 
and clandeſtine a manner, as if he had been aſhamed to avow 
openly the cauſe of liberty, In like manner, ſoon after the ac- 
ceſſion of his preſent Majeſty, lord Bute was pleaſed to give the 
name of rebels to the gallant Cors1cans, who are now engaged 
in the fame glorious cauſe ; and who, though cruelly attacked, and 
almoſt overpowered, by the arms of FRANCE, have not yet re- 
ceived the leaſt ſhadow of aſſiſtance from the crown of GRREAT- 
BRITAIN. So much more puſillanimous, or ſo much greater ene- 
mies to liberty, are our preſent miniſters, than thoſe of king 
The motives of that prince's conduct are eaſily explained, He 
had hitherto behaved, and was reſolved to behave, in ſuch a man- 
ner, as might hazard the revolt of his own ſubjects ; and. thera- 
fore he was unwilling to furniſh them with a pretext far. throws 
ing off their allegiance, by encouraging reſiſtance in. apy other 


ſubjects. Beſides, he had conceived lach an exalted idea of the 


—_— ; 


could juſtify the people in reſiſting their authority. I doibt not, 
indeed, but our miniſters perfectly coincide with his Majeity in 


rights of kings, that hetheught no acts of tyranny. or oppreſiio: 


Atheir ſentiments on this laſt ſubject ; and with regard to the former, 
they are more than upon a par with him; for they have not only 


hazarded, but have actually excited, a revolt among the Cor o- 
' NIES : and they may, probably, be afraid, leſt, by giving aftiſt- 
ance to the CoRsICANs, they ſhould induce thoſe Coronisgs to 
perſevere in their-oppoſition. En Ge. 

Another circumſtance, in which the iniſters of the preſent reign 
reſemble thoſe of ing James the Firſt, is the article of negocia- 
tion. Such, from cowardice, was #ng James's averſion to war, 
that he could hardly, by any means, be perſuaded to engage in 
it; and ſuch his confidence in his dexterity and addreſs, that he 
hoped to carry every point by dint: of negociation. Inſtead of 
ſending fleets and arms to ſecure or recover his own rights, or 
:thoſe of his allies, he was perpetually ſending ambaſſadors, who, 
when their maſter's puſillanimity was once thoroughly known, 
were laughed to ſcorn in all the .courts of EuROr E. So great, 
indeed, and ſo general was the contempt, in which, on this ac- 
count, ing James was held, that his character was burleſqued in 


public exhibitions. In a farce, acted at Bruſſels, a courier was 


introduced, carrying the doleful news, that the PALATINATE 
would ſoon be wreſted from the houſe of Aus TRIA; ſo powerful 


were the ſuccours, which, from all quarters, were haſtening to 


the relief of the deſpoiled elector. Jie Ring of Denmark had agreed 


. fo contribute to his aſſiſtance a hundred thouſand pickled herrings, the 
Dutch a hundred thouſand butter-hexes, aud THE KING OF ENG 
i LAND 
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LAND A HUNDRED THOUSAND AMBASSADORS. On other oc- 
caſions, he was painted with a ſcabbard, but without a ſword ; 
or with a ſword, which no body could draw, though ſeveral were 
pulling at it. ge FE 

The conduct of our late and our preſent miniſters is an exact 
counterpart to this of 4mg-Fames. They have now been nego- 
ciating for theſe five years and upwards, about the demolition of 
the harbour of Dunkirk, and the payment of the Manila ranſom ; 
and after all their emvaſfies, remonſtrances, and memorials, I believe 


they are juſt where they were at the ſigning of the peace of Paris. 


A third point of reſemblance between the wis mm/ters of the 
preſent reign, and Zhoſe of the Engliſi Solomon, —as king James 


was falſely called—is the unbounded prodigality, which both of 


them have diſcovered in the conferring of titles and honours. 


Such, indeed, was this prodigality in the reign of king James, 
that, in the ſpace of fix weeks after his entrance into England, he 


is ſuppoſed to have beſtowed . knighthood on no leſs than 237 
perſons. If queen Elizabeth's frugality of honours, as well as of 
money, had been formerly repined at, it began now to be valued 
and eſteemed ; and every one was ſenſible, that the king, by his 
laviſh and premature conferring of favours, had failed of obliging 
the perſons, on whom he had beſtowed them. Honours of all kinds 


were grown ſo common, that they ceaſed, in ſome ſenſe, to be 
| honours. To know the Britiſi nobility, it was become almoſt ne- 


ceſſary to have Nomenclators, like thoſe who attended the candidates 
at Rome, to tell them the names of the citizens. In a word, the 
Jeſt was carried fo far, that a paſquinade was athxed to Sr. Paul's, 
inkwhich an art was promiſed to be taught, very neceſſary to aſſiſt 
trail memories, in retaining the names of the new-created nobihty. 
I wiſh to God, that ſuch Nomenclators were now to be had, or 
that ſuch an art was now to be learned; for, ſtrong as my me- 
mory is, I cannot recolle& all the names of our new-made nobi- 


lity. King James, I believe, rather exceeded in the article of 


baronets; but I queſtion much, whether he created fo many 


| peers during the whole courſe of his reign, as have already been 
created during the ſhort period of the preſent reign. The peers, T 


think, F my memory do not fail me, amount to between ſeventy and 


eighty ; and the baronets, I am perſwaded, fall not greatly ſhort 


of fifty. I could likewiſe wiſh, that the fame prudent oeconamy 
had been obſerved in the conferring of titles in the preſent reign, 
as was obſerved in the reign of king James the Firſt. King 


James fairly fold his titles; and as the king was at that time in- 
truſted with the ſole management of the public revenue, the mo- 
ney was thus converted into the national ſtock. But if the titles 


in the preſent reign have been fold, as ſome people think they 


have, I ſhould be glad to know in whoſe pocket the money has 


been put. Had they been ſold openly, and at the common mar- 
_ ket-price, the produce, E dare ſay, would have gone a conſider- 


_ way towards diſcharging the enormous arrears of the civil 
iſt. 
Nor can I, for my own part, as matters are now conducted, ſee any 
feaſible objection to the ſelling of titles. Were titles, indeed, con- 
fined, as they ever have been by well-adviſed princes, to thoſe who 
have diftingviſhed themſelves in the field or in the cabinet, there 
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way of becoming as numerpu 
were poſſeſſed by their „ 4 in that ariſtocratical period; 


when no commoner dur 


to a ſevere puniſhment. Th Will appear from the two following 


| plied carelefly, that he did nat trouble his head about that Gooſc. | 


whenever it ſhall become /o fine a thing to be a Lord, it will be . 
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- might be ſome ſhbw of reaſonh 5n making ſuch an objection. But 


whitle money is conſidered ag the ſole criterion of merit ; while a 
title has been refuſed to Sir Jefferf Amherſt for his want of money, 


and one conferred upon Sir Fames Lowther, for no other reaſon 
than his plenty of money, andy perhaps, for his family- connection 
With the 5 av⁰jjĩe; to bogglegas ſome folks affect to do, at the pub- 
le fale of titles, is an greg 4 inſtance of falſe EF, or ri- 


diculous prudery. 3:4 

But though the Engliſh = in tha preſent reign, a ſe in a fair : 

if not more numero, than they . 

were in the reign of king JYhes the Firſt, ſtill it i Frerigin, 1. K. * 
they ate now deſtitute of ſbme conſiderable advantages, which * 


wap his tongue againſt a nobleman, nor 
even againſt the meaneſt ſerva 


t'of a nobleman, without being liable 


inſtances. A Waterman, belonging to a man of quality, having 
a ſquabble with: a citizen about his fare, ſhewed his badge, the 
creſt of his maſter, which happened to be a Swan; and thence 
inſiſted on better treatment from the citizen. But the other re- 


For this cr ts. and was ſummoned before the Marſhal's-Court; 
was fined as having opprobriouſly defamed the nobleman's creſt, 
by calling ris Swan a Gooſe; and was, in effect, reduced to ruin 1. 
Sir George | Markham, too, for only ſaying that he would horſe- 
2 lord Darcy, if that ng bleman ſhould behave to him in a rude 
and inſelent manner, Was: tired before the Star-chmber, and 
fined in the ſum of 10,000 J. So fine a thing was it in thoſe days to 
bea Lord! ſays lord Lanſdown +; and fo fine a thing may it ſoon 
become again to be a Lord. But I will venture to foretell, that, 


mof mt See _y to be a Commoner. I am, 
„„ 
- Your's, &c. : 
1 Life of Clarendon; Vol. I. p. 72. js 
+ Lord Lanſdown's Works, p. 515. 


| ExRATUM in our laſt Number, p. 396, 1. 25, for miniſter read miniſtry. 
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whom Letters to the NorT H-BRITON are received ; and where all the former Numbers 
may oy had. 
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F all thi ſchemes, which have: been ies projjoled, fer 
paying off the national debt, there is not any one, in my opi- 
nion, that is properly calculated to anſwer the purpoſe. Some of 


them are unjuſt, others inadequate, and moſt of them impractica- 


ble. Some have recommended, for the diſcharging of this debt, 


the preſerving inviolate the whole produce of the Sinking Fund, 


which amounts, it is ſaid, to above three millions a year ; and as the 
Sinking Fund, at its original inſtitution, was expreſsly eſtabliſhed with. 
this very view, the people may think they have a right to inſiſt, 

that it ſhould not be diverted to any other -uſe. But the people, 


it is plain, are but ſhallow politicians, They ſeem not to know, that 


the article of ſecret ſervice, the deficiency of the funds for the current 


ſervice of the year, and a thouſand other neceſſittes, real or pretended, 


will be a conſtant drain for the over plus of my produced by the 
Faxes. 

Others have advited, with as great zeal, and as little indie. 
the ſelling of the crown-lands, or royal foreſts, and applying the 
money thence ariſing towards the discharge of our public incumbrances. 
But this ſcheme is, if poſſible, ſtill more abſurd than the former. 
For, how could our great men, if theſe foreſts were fold, enjoy 


their favourite diverſion of hunting? And who, that is not loſt to 


all ſenſe of ſhame, would propoſe ſacrificing the pleaſure of the 
great to the welfare of the nation? Not to mention, that the re- 


venues of many of our great men ariſe, in ſome meaſure, from 


their ranger/hips of foreſts ; witneſs our preſent firſt L—d of the 
treaſury, who derives a conſiderable part of his annual income 
from his hereditary rangerſhip of Whittlebury foreſt. 

A third ſet have ſuggeſted, as an equally effectual method of 
paying off the national debt, the diſſolving the charter of the Eaſt- 
India company, and the laying open that trade to the whole nation; 
which, beſides the large mms that would be My paid for ſuch 

_ and- 
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an indulgence, by the merchants of London, and of the other tradi 
cities, would. ſo greatly augment the produce of the cuſtoms, as 
would, at once, contribute to the diſcharge of our debts, and en- 
able us, by degrees, to leflen our other taxes. But behold here 
again a ſignal proof of the ignorance and fimplicity of the people! 
They expect, forſooth—God help them, poor ſouls !—that the 
intereſt of particular men, or of particular bodies of ien, ſhould be 
made to yield to the inter of the public. But they do not conſi- 
der, that, beſides a thouſand other arguments againſt ſuch a proſect, 
the miniſtry have one unanſerable reaſon for keeping this trade con- 
fined to an excly/ive company, viz. that, while it remains ſo confined, 
the wealth of the proprietors is an mexhauſtible fund for ſupplying 
all the-calls, which the 2. may have for money: it is, indeed, 
a kind of bank, upon which they may make whatever demands, 
.or from which they may extort whatever ſums, they pleaſe : it re- 
ſembles, as it were, a large body of water, collected into one reſor- 
voir, where the n. may occaſionally quench their thirft of 
lucre; whereas, were the trade laid open, and the wealth ſcattered 
among a number of individuals, it might be conſidered, in ſome 
ſenſe, according to the language of ſcripture, as water ſpilt i, pon 
the ground, which cannot be gathered up again. Or, to ute a com- 

_ pariſon, if poſlible, ſtill more ſtriking, the Eaſt-India company is 
to the a——ry, what arch Eaftern caravan is to the jree-booting 
Arabs, who, by a vigorous attack upon one of theſe caravans, ob- 
tain frequently ſuch an immenſe quantity of plunder, as enables 
them to live comfortably during the remainder of the year; whereas, 

were the merchants to travel fingly, or in ſmall parties, it would 

hardly, I believe, be in the power of the robbers to ſeize them all; 
and the booty, ariſing. from particular captures, might ſometimes 
be ſo inconſiderable, as ſcarce to be a ſufficient recompence for 


the trouble of keeping guard, or for the danger of making the 


4 


j Po ROE /x/ß,fd ß - ] pa pn ; 
| ut there is a fourth ſcheme propoſed by ſome political pro- 
„ jectors ; and that is, the diminiſhing, in almoſt every inſtance, 
1 the expences of government, by aboliſhing entirely all unneceſſary 


places, and by reducing the ſalaries of thoſe which are neceſſary. 
to one-fourth, one- fifth, one-tenth, and even, ſometimes, to 
one-twentieth of what they are at preſent; and thus obliging our 
great men to ſerve their country, not from the baſe principle of 
avarice, but from the noble principle of patriotiſm and public 
ſpirit. This, it is ſaid, beſides contributing towards the di/charge 
of. our public debts, will be the means of ' reſtoring peace and 
tranquillity in the nation. It will effectually extinguiſh the murmurs, 
jealouſies, and diſcontents of the people, who, being now ſatiſ- 
fied that they pay no more than is abſolutely neceſſary for the 
ſupport of government, will pay it with chearfulneſs; and it will 
as effectually extinguiſh the factions, cabals, and intrigues of the 
great, who, being now ſtript of the power of plundering their 
country, will quietly leave its affairs to be conducted by thoſe 
who are beſt qualified for fuch an undertaking. 
I This, it muſt be owned, is a moſt excellent ſcheme, could it poſ- 
ſibly be carried into execution. But who is to execute it? Who is to 
reduce the expences of government? The. very perſons who profit 
by theſe expences! Who is to make laws for this purpoſe? The 
very perſons who would ſuffer by theſe laws! We may then ex- 
pect to hear, as was ſenſibly obſerved by one of your correſpondents 
-on..4 former occaſion, of vofves: making laws againſt invading 
wheep-folds, and of foxes making laws againſt robbing male. 
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As to patriotifm and public ſpirit, I am afraid they are long fince 
baniſhed the 4&1gdom; at leaft, I am perſuaded: they are long ſince 
baniſhed Sr. Fames's. The words, I think, ought to be expunged 
from all general, at leaſt, from all caurt-dictianaries; and, for my 
own part, I would no more look for theſe virtues in the offices at 
Hlitehall, than for modeſty in the flewsof Covent-Garden. Every man 
fer himfelf, and God for us all; this is the motto of our ert 
and placemen: and the ſpirit of this motto they will deſperately 
purſue, ſhould they thereby involve their country in mevitable 
ruin. As to the enurmurs, jealouſres, and diſcontents of the people; 
theſe, I am convinced, give much leſs uneaſineſs to our iniſterc, 
than many perſens are apt to imagine. They very well know, 
that thoſe who vent their anger in words or in 20r717ing, will be leſs 
apt to vent it in action. And, with regard to the faclions and 
auimqſities of the great, theſe, it is certain, are often ere pre- 


tences, a barrel thrown out to the whale; ſomething to divert 
the attention of the public from matters of more importance. 


Have you never ſeen two rogues fight a Ham- battle in the ſtreets, 


while their companions were employed in Picking the pockets of the 


ſpectators? SES „ 

I muſt not, by any means, omit taking notice of a fi/?h ſcheme, 
propoſed, or rather barely mentioned, by S—me J- 
one of the I ds of Tr—e and Pl——ns ; and that is, the taking 


exorbitant wealth from overgrown imatviduals, and with it diſ- 
charging the debts of the public. I cannot, indeed, allow, what is 
aſſerted by this honourable gentleman, that ſuch a practice would 


be utterly repugnant to all the principles of equity, and all the 


dictates of conſcience ; becauſe I am ſatisfied, that theſe overgrown 
Andividuals might be as juſtly ſqueezed, and made to diſgorge, as the 
baſhaws are 1n Turkey 3 our great men having acquired their ex- 
orbitant wealth, though within the letter of the written laws of 
the land, yet as much in oppoſition to the eternal laws of juſtice, 


as the baſhates. I will, however, moſt frankly acknowledge, 


what is not acknowledged by this learned author, that ſuch a 
practice is never likely to be adopted ; for, by whom is this 


political emetic to be adminiſtered ? By the very perſons who ought 
to be picked. ee 


Having thus ſhewn the utter impracticability of a// the ſchemes, 


which have hitherto been propoſed for paying off the national debt, 
J ſhall now take the liberty of propoſing a ſcheme of my o 
for the attaining of this purpoſe ; and that is, in few words, the 


expoſing to fale the public employments without exception. 
Some, I know, will exclaim againſt this as a moſt ſhameleſs pro- 
ſtitution, But hear the words of a greater politician than I am, 
and even, perhaps, than you are, moſt courteous reader! For 


thus ſpeaks the celebrated MoxnTresqu1ev : * Public employ- 
ments ought not to be fold in deſpotic governments, where the 


ſubjects muſt be inſtantaneouſly placed or diſplaced by the 
prince. But in monarchies this practice is not at all improper, 


< inaſmuch as it is an inducement to engage in that as a family 
employment, which would not be undertaken through a motive 


of virtue. It fixes, likewiſe, every one to his duty, and renders 
<< the ſeveral orders of the kingdom more permanent. Suidas 
<< very juſtly obſerves, that Anaſtaſius had changed the empire 
into an Ariſtocracy, by ſelling all public employments. Plato 
cannot bear with ſuch a ſcandalous practice. This is exafly, 
mV ſays he, as if a perſon Were. to be made a mariner or pilot of 4 Hip 

or his money. 1s it poſſible, that this rule ſhould be bad in every 
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. employment of liſo, and ho!d good only in tlie adminiſtration 


obtained any public employment, whether ſuch employment was not 


the thould reſtore what ſhe has already got. Nay, if ſhe is inſpir- 


. purpoſe, let her return to her former trade: let 


7 7 1 ö 


ma jor-domo, maſter of the ceremonies, and firſt lord of the treaſure ; 


ſuch a ſum, as will go a great way towards leſſening our public 


words of my motto; if any of your correſpondents know of a 
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« of a republic? But Plato ſpeaks of a republic founded on virtue, 
« and we of a monarchy. Now in monarchies (where, though 
« there were no ſuch thing as a regular ſale of public offices, (till 
« the indigence and avidity of the courtier «would equally prompt him to 
expoſe them to ſale } chance will furniſh better miniſters than the 
« prince's choice.” A fine compliment to princes, truly ! 

But, perhaps, it will be ſaid, that our government is not a monar- 
chy, but a republic, or, at moſt, a republic diſguiſed under the form 
of a monarchy. I wiſh to God, that this be the caſe, and that it be 
not rather a monarchy diſguiſed under the form of a republic. I am 
ſure the ſpirit which it has for ſome time breathed, has ſavoured 
more of a monarchy, than of a republic. Leaving, however, the na- 
ture of our government entirely indetermined, as, I'm afraid, jt 
will appear, upon a ſtrict examination, to be altogether indeter- 
minable, I ſhall only appeal to any candid perſon, who has lately 


* 


* 


actually fold, and fold too by the miniſter's miſtreſs, I mean the cele- = 
brated M/s Nancy P—r/—ns; but, whether the money produced 
by the fale was put into the pocket of the mz/re/5, or that of he 
miniſter, is beſt known to the parties concerned. Nay, Sir, do 
we not daily ſee the news-papers crouded with advertiſements 
from gentlemen, who want to purchaſe places under the govern- 
nent? And can we ſuppoſe people to be ſo very fooliſh, as to 
continue theſe advertiſements, if they produced no effect? As 
the places, therefore, under the government, are actually ſold, why, 
in God's name, ſhould not the money thence ariſing be converted 
into the national ſtock, rather than into the ſtock of any mini/ter's 
miſtreſs? But I think that Nancy ſhould not only be prevented 
from getting any more money by the ſale of public places: I think 
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ed with that love of fame, or that love of her country, which has c 1 
actuated many ladies of her honourable profeſſion, ſhe may even be 1 
the means of paying off a part, if not the whole, of our national 


her render her favours public, as uſual: let each of her gallants 
make her a handſome preſent: and let her iind keeper act as 


and I doubt not but this treaſure will, in a little time, amount to 


mncumbrances. Nor let any one condemn this ſcheme as abſurd, or 
think the means diſproportioned to the end. Actions almoſt as 
great, but much 4% meritorious, have been performed by courte- 
zans in former times. I have ſomewhere read of an Egyptian 
princeſs, who built a pyramid by obliging each of her lovers to 
bring her @ /tone, or, perhaps, a brick. Phryne too, it is well known, 
rebuilt the city of Thebes, after it had been deſtroyed by Alexander 
the Greit. Not to mention the wonders that were done, though 
of a different nature, by the #4vo Aſpaſias, by Lais, by Leontium, 
by Ninon Lenclos, and others. Thus, Sir, have I given you the 
outlines of my ſcheme, which perhaps I may explain more fully 
on ſome future occaſion. At preſent, I ſhall conclude with the 


plan, that is more likely to anſwer the purpoſe, I beg they will 
immediately communicate it to the public. In the mean time 


Jam, SIR, 3 
| Yours &c. OUT; 
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IN looking over the papers of a deceaſed friend, I accidentally 
met with the encloſed manuſcript. It ſeems to be a fragment 
of a larger eſſay; compoſed, very probably, for ſome ſuch paper 


as your OWN. If it can be of any ule to you, 1t 18 very much at 


your ſervice, from, 81 R., Fe TIN l 
| r G.. 


— — WT almoſt daily ſee inſtances of men, 

| Fore] | who are unworthily and unjuſtly buoyed 
-up by the favour of their prince. Thus the Egyptians (as wile 
and learned a people as they were) placed . bea/?s upon their altars, 


and, notwithſtanding their imperfection and deformity, paid them 
the higheſt duties of prayer and adoration. Behold the good 


works of Fortune ! Behold likewiſe the extravagant caprices of that 


goddeſe, without eyes and without judgement ! to whom ancient 


Rome gave ſo many different names and dedicated ſo many altare. 


| You have often heard of melancholy giddy-headed queens, who 


haye fallen in love with Dwarfs, Blacks, and Monkeys. Fortune 
ſeems to be of the ſame humour with theſe fooliſh princeſſes; often 
courting to her embraces the moſt unworthy and undeferving,; 


and, in the election of a Pretor, preferring the villanics of a 


Jatinius to the virtues of a Cato. 


It is to this injudicious beldame, that the creatures of the greateſt 


princes owe their riſe and grandeur, and the vaſt eſtates they gain 
by rapine and oppreſſion. And as their riſe was a /ucky-hit, and a 
kind caſt of Fortune, ſo they govern by the influence and wantoniicls 


of that blind goddeſs, at hazard and adventure. They make them- 


ſelves . mere Phaetons in their adminiſtration ; and, for want of 
judgment to manage the province which they have undertaken, 
diſpenſe: unequal light and heat in the world; ſcorching up part of 

it, and leaving the other in intolerable cold. Such ignorant 
niniſters are ſcared at their own blunders. They daily run the 
fortune of that unhappy youth, juſt mentioned, being perpetually 
alarmed at the impending rum of themſelves and of their country; 
and what, if any thing 
with deſpair, is a thorough conviction, that theſe dreadful calami- 
ties are the pure effects of their folly and ſtupidity. x. 
All their actions are ont of reaſon. They are falſe meaſures 
from a falſe rule. Inſtead of laying hold of the critical opportu- 


nity, ſo carefully obſerved by all wife miniſters, and ſo neceſiary . 
for performing any with ſpirit and eclat, they paſs it by, or cannot 


come up to it. They are always either before or behind. One day 
they impoſe a tax without any good reaſon, and the next Tepeal it 


without any juſt cauſe. "They affront the ancient friends of the 


crown and of their country, and ſmile upon the natural and inve- 
terate enemies of both. If it be their fortune to rule in a rec coun- 
49, they are bent on eſtabliſhing an arbitrary government. If the 
people aſſemble to teſtify their regard for a perſecuted patriot, they 


immediately diſperſe them by a military force. If the good opinion 


— 


of the public be indiſpenſably neceſſary for carrying on with ſucceſs 


the affairs of government, they take care to forfeit it by their 
tyranny and arrogance. 
And, 


g. muſt add to their terrors, and fill them 


_ 
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And, as their own greatneſs is owing to mere Fortune, fo the 
ſame blind goddejs (unleſs fome deteſtable motive interferes) ſway, 
them in the choice of their ſabalternc. For a governor of a pro- 
vince they recommend a bankrupt lord, who mult be tempted, by 
his indigence, to ſqueeze the unhappy ſubjects. As the head of 
the zrea/ury they place ſome YounNG SPENDTHRIFT DUKE, % 
| ſquandered away his eſtate almoſt as ſoon as he came to it, but has 
no learned to talk of /rugality and zconomy. And, to poſts which 
require the moſt conſummate abilities, 5 recommend men of 
fortune, indeed; but men, however, of much the ſame capacity 
and learning with him who appeared at Paris in the laſt age, 
when the Poliſi Amdbaſfadors arrived there. Theſe ambaſſadors 
made their compliments to him in Latin; upon which he deſired 
to be excuſed from anſwering them in the /ame language; for that 
he had never had the curioſity to learn the Poliſi tongue. The 
fame venerable ſage took Seneca for a doctor of the Canon Law, and 
thought that he had written his book De Bengficiis profeſſedly on 
the {ubje& of ecclgſiaſtical benefices. A ſhrewd wag of thoſe times 
made him believe that the Morea was the country of the Moors; 
and it is certain that he ſpent a whole day in looking for Ari/to- 
'cracy and Democracy in the map; and, at laſt, thought his labour 
fully requited, when he accidentally fell upon Croatia and Dal- 
Mata. | | | i | 
Theſe miners, you ſee, are perfect connoiſſeurs in men and in 
bufineſs. After having exhauſted the public treaſure in the moſt 
'ridiculous and ſcandalous- manner, they take upon them the cha- 
racter of prudent managers and juſt ſtewards; to give the laſt 
finiſhing to their addrels, the chief favourite, or prime vixir, aſſiſts 
at their conſultations, and repeating every day ſome incoherent 
ſcraps out of a tranſlated Tacitus, recommends to them, above all 
things, /ecrecy and difſimulation. This doctrine having once 
thoroughly learned, they become, on a ſudden, all myſtery, 
and never expreſs themſelves but by a wink of the eye, or a 
nod of the head. At moſt they do but whiſper; and never 
riſe into an audible tone of voice, even when they compliment | 
their maſter, and tell him that he is the moſt accompliſhed prince 
upon earth. % . „„ „ 
By theſe exquiſite maxims, and this anti-politigue, of which I 
have here given a ſhort ſketch, do theſe men govern their deluded 
country. They overturn what they would maintain. They 
wound where they would heal. They ruin what they would 
eſtabliſh; and deſtroy every thing that comes within the reach of 
their abſurd management. The ſtains they have fixed upon the cha- 
rater of their prince, and the ſhocks they have given to the con- 
ſtitution of their country, juſtly excite the reſentment of both; 
ſo that death, baniſhment, or diſgrace, and a forced reſtitution of 
their wicked plunder, are commonly the end and reſult of their 
adminiſtration. Being arrived, by the favour of mere Fortune, and 
ſome /ucky ai/treſs of their country, at a kind of Kix GSIP, they 
make the ſame uſe of it, which children do of &rxzves, who cut 
their own fingers, not knowing how to uſe them; and make 
their mothers and nurſes angry with them; which commonly 
ends in a found whipping. | 8 
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ee of a judge; and the þ Aich thoſe Ie” 


"Wie who are poſſeſſed of th fi. hig h truſt, to preſerve their cha- 
racer free, not only from re d of actual guilt, but even 


from the bare ſuſpicion of partiality or prejudice. 


The judicial power may be conſidered, in ſome ſenſe, as of as 
much, if not of more, conſequence than either the /2g;Jlative or 
the executive. The legiſlative power enacts laws, to be obferved, 
without exception, by the whole body of the people: the executive, 


- power carries theſe laws into execution: but it ſtill lies with the 
fudge to determine whether any perſon has violated the law ; 
fo that, without his intervention, no one can be puniſhed for the 
breach of any ſtatute. True it is, that, by the laws of the land, 

every man ought to be condemned or acquitted by the ſentence of 
his peers,” or the verdict of a zury; but, if we conſider the great 
influence which fadges have over the decifions of juries, we thall 
find, that the fafety of the ſubject depends as much upon the 
Former as the latter. In moſt caſes, the jury is not allowed to jutge 
of the lato, but only of the fact; and even with regard to the 
fact, their underſtanding may be fo confounded, or their reſolution. 
ſo ſtaggered, by an artful or overbearing judge, that they may be 
aid to ſpeak his language rather than their own: witneſs the 
famous caſe (among a thouſand others that might be mentioned) 


of lady Lifle in the reign of king Janes the 2 cond, who, after 


being twice acquitted by the jury, was at laſt condemned by | 


the inflexible ovitinacy of the inhuman age Fejories. 


The truth is, Sir, as I obſerved in my laſt letter, thoſe judges 
1 always been moſt eſteemed during their life-time, and moſt : 
revered and regretted after death, who have freely allowed ſuries 


to follow their own judgment. But not only ought a zudge, ſrom 
air hone{t love of fame, and a fincere regard to the eternal laws of 
Juſtice, 
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8 you was ſo good as to inſert, in the Hxv Garth number 
FA of your patriotic paper, the remarks, which I lately ſent” 
you, on the conduct of arbirrary and deſpotic judges, I ſhall now 
take the liberty of making a few other obſervations on the ſame 
ſubject. But, before I enter into a particular detail, allow me to 
offer ſome general e on the great importance of the 
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juſtice, to act with impartiality ; he is likewiſe bound, by the very 
tenor of his oath, to purſue the ſame conduct: for, at his creation, 
he folemnly ſwears, that he will miniſter juſtice indifferently to all 
men, without reſpect of perſons, take no bribe, give no counſel 
where he is a party, nor deny right to any one, though the king, 
by his letters, or by expreſs words, ſhould command him to do 
the contrary +. A judge is uſually defined to be lex loquens, or a 


ſpeaking law; and bught to judge by the ſtrict letter of the 


ſtatute, and not by vague examples: and Glanvil calls him juſtitia 
in abſtrafto, becauſe he ſhould be, as it were, juſtice itſelf $. 
Add to this, that all the commiſſions of judges are bounded with 
this limitation, facturi quod ad ſiſtitiam pertinet ſecundum legem et 
conſuetudinem Angliæ; that is, they ſhall do juſtice. according to the 
Jaws and cuſtoms of England. And fo far are kings from having any 
right to influence judges in their judrcral capacity, that they have 
frequently been found to be utterly incapable to afford them pro- 
tection, when theſe laſt have complied with their arbitrary dictates; 
for, not to repeat the caſe of Sir Robert Trefihan, which I men- 
tioned in my laſt letter, it is related by hiſtorians of one carl Typrefr, 
who was chancellor of England, that he actually loſt his head, 


for acting contrary to law, though by the king's expreſs war- 


rant J. „ 

| Nay farther, a judge is not only not at liberty to deviate, in any 
thing, from the fri letter of the law, in compliance with the 
commands of a deſpotic ſovereign : he is not even at liberty to deviate 
from it in conſequence of his own private knowledge, however well 


founded, if that happens to clath with his ſadicial information. 


For judge Gaſcoigne being aſked by king Henry the Fourth, What he 
would do, if; he ſaw one kill a man, and another perſon, who 
was entirely innocent, ſhould be indicted of the murder, and 


found guilty by a jury? replied, That he could not, confiſtently 


with his oath, acquit him, as.he was not allowed to regulate his 
conduct by his own private &rnowledge, but muſt act agreeably to 


the public evidence: but that, though he was obliged to paſs ſen- 
tence upon him, he would yet reſpite the judgment, and report 


the matter to. the king, in order to procure him a pardon from 


his majeſty. 


Imuſt likewiſe obſerve, that what [ have now ſaid concernin & the 
great importance of a /udze's office, and the indiſpenſable obligation 
which lies upon him, to adhere inviolably to the laws of the land, 


as confirmed by the opinion of the moſt eminent perſons who have 


* * 


appeared in this kingdom. The great chancellor Bacon, though 
himſelf a melancholy proof to the contrary, ſeems to have been of 
this mind. In a letter which he wrote to the duke of Buckins- 
ham, he expreſſes himſelf thus: “ By no means be you per- 


* ſuaded to interpęſe yourſelf, either by word or letter, in any 
e cauſe depending, or like to be depending, in any court of juſtice ; 


* nor ſuffer any other great man to do it, when you can help it: 
4 and by all means diſſuade e ting himſelf from it, upon the 
«© importunity of any one, for themſelves, or their friends. If it 
<< ſhould prevail, it perverts juſtice. If the judge be ſo juſt, and of 
* ſuch courage (as he ought to be) as not to be inclined thereby; 
yet it always leaves @ taint of ſuſpicion behind it. Fudges muſt be 
« as chaſte as Cæſar s wife ; neither unjuſt in reality, nor even ſo much 
„as ſuſpeFed to be unjuſt.” The famous earl of Clarendon, too, 
was clearly of the ſame opinion. Nay, he aſſerts, that if judges 


| + 18 Ed. III. c. 1, F Coke upon Litilatan, 71. 1 Burnet's Rich, II. p. 38. 


act 


* 
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act wrong in one inſtance, all the merit which they may happen to 
have acquired by their former virtuous conduct, initead of an 
alleviation, ought properly to be conſidered as an aggravation of 
their guilt. For, in the ſpeech which he made againſt the cor- 
rupt judges, in the reign of Aung Charles the Fir/!, when he carried 
up an impeachment againſt them to the horſe of Lords, he fays, 
that if they appeared to their lordſhips under the reputation of 
&« prudence and integrity in all caſes, except theſe preſented to 
them, their lardſhips would at leaſt entertain the ſame opinion 
« of them, which he of Lacedemon entertained of the Athenians. 
« If they carried themſelves well when time was, and now 2//, 
« they deſerve a double puniſhment ; becauſe they are not good as 
te they were, and becauſe they are evil as they were not. 

But however important the office of a judge, and however 
ſacred the obligations he lies under to obierve invariably the laws 
of the land, without the leaſt regard to the humour of the prince, 
or the humour of the miniſtry ; yet ſhall we find, if we conſult 
the Engliſh hiſtory, that moſt of our judges have been mere 
creatures of the court, mere tools of the miniſtry, mere inſtru- 
ments to execute their vengeance. upon thoſe who have been fo 
unhappy as to incur their diſpleaſure. And I believe it will ap- 
pear, upon the ſlighteſt examination, that there never was an 
arbitrary and deſpotic mm/ter, but eaſily found as arbitrary and 
deſpotic a judge, to aſſiſt him in accompliſhing his ſchemes of 
revenge. And, indeed, without the aſſiſtance of an arbitrary 
judge, he could never have accompliſhed them. For the miniſter 
may threaten, but cannot puniſh ; the miniſter may proſecute, but 
cannot condemn; the miniſter may ſhew his teeth, but cannot bite, 

without the aſſiſtance of a time-ſerving judge. Tis the judge alone 
that can give an edge to his reſentment. And, as Jack Kerch is 
ſaid to be the finiſher of the law in the laſt reſort; fo a judge may 
be ſaid to be the finiſher of the law in every caſe that extends not 
to the loſs of life and limb. WL, „ 

But, perhaps, it will be alledged, that this odious character can 

only be applied to our jzdges before the Revolution, when, as 
they held their places during the pleaſure of the prince, it could 
not be expected they ſhould thwart him in his deſigns; but that, 
as they now hold their places during good behaviour, they are 
are rendered, in a great meaſure, independent of the crown. 
Would to God this were the caſe! and that the influence which 
our kings formerly poſſeſſed over our juages, by the precariouſneſs of 
of their places, were not now equalled, if not exceeded, by an 
influence of another, and a more dangerous kind! I mean the in- 
fluence arifing from the diſpoſal of lucrative offices; which may 
be ſafely affirmed to be ten times as numerous at preſent, as they 
were two centuries ago. And though our judges, in perſon, can- 
not enjoy any of theſe offices, yet may they be enjoyed by their 
friends ind relations; and 'tis well known, that ſome men will 
go as far to ſerve their relations, as to ſerve themſelves. 
Permit me, likewiſe, in this place, to obſerve, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the mighty advantages we are ſuppoſed to poſſeſs above 
our anceſtors, in conſequence of the independence of the fudges on 
the crown, we yet ſeem to be deprived of ſome conſiderable pri- 
vileges which they certainly enjoyed. What I mean is, the elec- 
tion of the /heriffs and juſtices of the peace, who were both choſen, 
formerly, in the county-courts, by the ſuffrages of the people, in 
the ſame manner as 4n:g/its of the ſhire are choſen at preſent ; but the 
„ | nomination 
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nomination of them, now-a-days, is lodged in the crown, by a& 
of parliament, excepting only in the city of London, and fome 
ether great corporations, which {till have the right of chuſing 
their own /heriffs and juftices. No one, I preſume, wil be hardy 
enough to deny, that this was a very conſiderable privilege; and [ 
am ture the loſs of it will never ſerve to ſhew, that our liberties 
have been improved fo much as ſome imagine. We know but 
too well, by dear-bought experience, what il] uſes have been fre- 
quently made of theſe royal officers, both in the packing of juries, 
and the packing of parliaments ; an evil that might have been pre- 
vented, at leaft in a great meaſure, if the people had retained their 
ancient right of election. | 


But, of all the inſtances in which arbitrary judges have aſſiſted 
wicked uiniſlers in deſtroying the privileges of the people, the at- 
tacks which they have made upon the /zberty of the preſs, is by far 
the moſt remarkable. And the arguments which they have em- 
Ployed for the effecting of this purpoſe, are really ſomewhat 
curious. I ſhall juſt take the freedom to quote, by way of ſpeci- 
men, a few paſſages from the ſpeech which judge Allybone delivered 
at the trial of the /even bi/hops : and this I ſhall the rather do, as 
theſe arguments contain the-ſubſtance of what is now urged by the. 
creatures of the court, for ſubjecting the preſs to a freth 7mprimatur. 

„The ſingle queſtion, {/ays that praſtituted judge) which falls 
e to my ſhare is, to give my ſenſe of this petition *, whether it ſhall | 
be in conſtruction of law a /ibel in itſelf, or a thing of great in- 
„ nocence. I ſhall endeavour to expreſs myſelf in as plain terms 
< as I can, and as much as I can by way of propoſition. 

And ] think, in the firſt place, that no man can take upon him 
<< to write agarnſt the actual exerciſe of government, but he makes 
sa /bel; be what he writes either true or falſe. For if once we 

„come to impeach the government by way of argument, it is the 
« argument that makes the government, or not the government. 80 
that I lay it down, in the firſt place, that the government ought 
< not to be impeached by argument, becauſe I can manage a pro- 
s potition, in itſelf doubtful, with a better pen than another man. 
< This, Ifay, is a libri. C 

« 'Thea I lay down this for my next poſition, that no private man 
& can take upon him to write concerning the government at all; for 
«© what hath any private man to do with the government, if his in- 
« tereſt be not ſtirred or ſhaken ? It is the buſineſs of the govern- 
nent to manage matters relating to the government. It is the 
„ buſineſs of ſubjects to mind only their own properties and intereſts. 

If my intereſt is not ſhaken, what have I to do with matters , 
< government? They are not within my ſphere. If the govern- 
ment does come to ſhake my particular intereſt, the law is open 
for me, and I may redreſs myſelf by la; and when. I intrude 
< myſelt into other men's buſineſs, that does not concern my far- 
« ficular intereſt, Tam a libeler. ZE © 

*< Theſe J have laid down for plain propoſitions, Now let us. 
conſider farther, whether, if I will take upon me to contradict 
the government, any /pec;ous pretence that I may put upon it, 
«. thall dreſs it up into another form, and give it another denomination; 
and truly Ithinkit will not. I think tis the awor/e, becauſe it comes 
*in a better drefs ; for by that rule every man, that can put on a 
<< good vigard, may be as miſchievous as he will to the government 
* at the bottom. So that, whether it be in the form of /zpp/ication, 


2 


* The petition which the tiſhops, in the reign of /ο, James the Firſi, publiſhed againſt 
reading his Me jeſty's dcclara: ion of 1adulcence, | 
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« or an addreſs, or a petition ; if it be what it ought not to be, let us 
« call it by its true name, and give it its right denommatron: it is a /ibel.” 
And a little farther on he ſays, that * we are not to meaſure 
« things from any truth they have within themſelves, but from 
« that afpef? which they have upon the government; for there may 
be every -tittle of a libel true, and yet it may be a libel ſtill : fo 
« that I put no great ſtreſs upon that objection, that the matter of 
< it is not falſe; and for ſedition, that is what every /bel carries 
« in itſelf. And as every treſpaſs implies di et armis, ſo e 
libel againſt the government carries in it dition, and all the 
&« gfher epithets, that are in the Information. This 1s my opinion, 


« a5 to the law in general.” And a moſt excellent opinion; no 


doubt, and very confiſftent with law it is! Say, thon ſhame- 
leſs and proſtituted judge! or rather, thou ade of a ſhame- 
leſs, and proſtituted judge! what could induce -thee to. de- 
liver an opinion ſo ridiculous and abſurd, ſo utterly inconſiſtent 
with all law, juſtice, and equity? Was it, like ſome of thy ſuc- 
ceſſors in office, to pay. thy court to a weak prince, or to an all- 
powerful favourite? to raiſe thyſelf to the dignity of an earl? 
or, at leaſt, to lay in ſuch a ſtock of intereſt as might enable 
thee to obtain, for thy friends and relations, whatever thou 


ſhould'ſt requeſt? Or did it proceed merely from a vindictive heart 


and a tyrannical diſpoſition ? Whichever of theſe, or whether all 
of theſe were thy motive, know, that ſuch a conduct; as it muſt 


neceſſarily have expoſed thee to the reſentment of thy cotempora- 


ries, will render thy name odious to all ſucceeding ages. 


No man, thou ſayeſt, can take upon kim to aorite againſt the aftual 
exerciſe of government, unhteſs he hath leave; from the government. a 
very pleaſant . propoſition truly! As if any men in power would 


grant leave to any one to write againſt them, unleſs it were to ſerve 
| ſome finifter purpoſe. But thy ſecond propoſition is, if poſſible, 


ſtill more curious. No private man, thou aſſerteſt, can take upon 


im to write concerning the government at all. And why? Hear, 
gentle reader, if indeed thou canſt hear without indignation, his un- 
anſwerable reaſon ! Becauſe, ſays he, private men have nothing to 


do with the government. . As if, forſooth, maſters had nothing to 


do with their ,/ervants, gentlemen with their ſtewards, principal} 


with their deputies, or bodies corporate with their - repreſentatrves. 


For what are aunifiers or governars, but ſervants, flewards, pu- 
Lies or repreſentatives? 

For my own part, I can form no other idea of government, than 
that it is a public truſt committed to a few: perſons for the good 
of the whole; and the iniſtry, in my opinion, bear the fame re- 


lation to the people, which the directors of the Eaſi-India company 


bear to the proprietors: and to ſay, that the proprietors of the Eaſi- 
India company have no right to enquire into the conduct of their di- 
reetors, would be conſidered, I belieye, as a moſt villainous aſſertion. 
Fudge Allzbone likewiſe ſays, that every. 7ittle of a hbel may be 
true, and yet be a /ibel, ſtill. We ſee, therefore, that this doctrine 


is not new; but we ſee at the ſame time, to whom it owes its 


origin, or at leaſt its encouragement: and we may ſafely affirm, 
that all thoſe judges who have adopted this doctrine, _ been 
nearly of the lj character with the ifamous judge whoſe con- 
4 we have now been examining. 

True it is, that theſe infamous judges have commonly, during 
their life times, been able, by the terror of their informations and 
attachments, to keep all men in awe,” and to ſecure themſelves 
againſt the effects of that popular odium, which was due to their 
wicked actions; but no fooner had death put à period to their 

exiſtence, 
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exiſtence, than every mouth was opened in execrating their 
memory. As a proof of this I have hereto ſubjoined the follow- 
ing epitaph, compoſed about twelve years ago, upon a Yate lord 
chief” juſtice, a brother in tyranny and deſpotiſm, to judge Allybone 


and others; but whether he has now. any ſucceſſors in theſe 4 


teſtable qualities, may perhaps be collected from ſome recent arbi- 


trary proceedings. I kam, Sir, Yours, &c. D. O. 


EPITAPH on a Toe LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. 


Here reſts at laſt 


From all his SANGUINARY DESIRES, 
S W R * * * W VW M * #F*% . UM A . 
Whole Love of Money was only exceeded by 


His Los r or PUNISHMENT : 
Form'd by Nature for all the Cuicanzxy or THE LAw, 
pee by the double and deceitful Education 
Of a PRESBYTERIAN, 
By unwearied Application to his own Intereſt, 
By PROSTITUTING HIS CONSCIENCE 
And a true T1ME-SERVING SPIRIT, 
In ſpite of Genius, © 
From the baſeſt Original, 
He acquired the immenſe Sum 
Of Three Hundred . Thouſand” Pounds 5 
And wriggled himſelf into the Poſt 
Of ATTORNEY- GENERAL. 
Tu the Execution of this Office, 
His Heart conſtantly felt AMiction, 
His Eye ever flow'd with Sorrow, 
Wren THE INNOCENT ESCAPED UNPUNTISH'D.. 
Hence, by laviſh Obedience to MINEST-ERIAL MANDATES, 
8 In wrefting Laws to arbitrary Purpoſes, - 
1 He aſcended the Seat of LoRD CHIET Jusr IRE. 
The ſame Thirſt of Vengeance ſtill waited on his Footſteps; 
'1' Thoſe whom he long'd' to puniſi as Attorney, 
Ha e now condemn'd, with Delight, as Judge: 


| Truth found no Juſtice, Virtue no F avour, Innocence no Mercy, 


When in Oppoſition to Cour MEASURES : ; 
Zealous to all TyRANNVY in the CRown Law, 
Againſt all but Robbers of the PUBLIC Monzy, 
E To whom, from Sympathy, 8 
| He was merciful beyond Meaſure : 3 
| Enemy to Liberty, 
n Steady i in his Country's Ruin, 
eg | _ Encouraged and adapted, 
: By all the Qualities in Head and Heart, 
Which aygrace Human Nature 
E requeſt obility: oF 
He alk'd, and it was granted. .  . | 
Heaven and Monarchs behold with: different Eyes: 
Him, whom his Sovereign ſummon'd to a Peerage, 
Soy ſnatch'd to anſwer for his Crimes. 
For khow: the Almighty will not always, unreſenting, 
Permit the Ambitious to receive, 
Nor King s to beſtow, thoſe Honours. on the Nefarinu, 
Which are only the juſt Reward of VIRTUE. 


A 


"ON DON: Printed for W. BINGLEY, oppoſite Durham-Yard, in the Strand; by 
whom Letters to the NoxrnH-BRITox are received: And where may be had, the 
preceding Numbers of this Continuation, &itched in blue Paper. { 
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— 2 Jawfer, re the preciſe dounui of which are altogether un- 
<e „e the prerogarive of the 2. the hberties of the people, 
14 5 — roueges "of eee Every part of this r eee 
| echaps Hays en the tima it was ad | ; bur, 
apply for the” aan ens cabs le now Other wife. The ribs fl. 
eed, are ſtill certainly true; and 1 confidently hope, they will 
er continue ſo. But the 2 it is evident, is abſolutely falſe; 
the prerogative of the crown being now. circumſcribed within 
ſuch exact and determined bounds, that its ſervants can take no 
ſtep, nor embrace any meaſure, without being liable to be qua 
oned by the parliament : witneſs the b1ll of indemnity, that was 


ſed during the laſt ſeſſion, to ſecure the miniſters againft the penaleinr 


they had incurred, by laying an embargo upon the /h;pping to prevent 
the exportation of corn. 

As to the liberties of the people; though' they are limited by the 
laco, yet may they, in ſome ſenſe, be ſaid to be unbounded ; be- 
cauſe the people being the true ſource of al! lawful authority, they 
muſt neceſſarily have the power of aſcertaining their own [bertics. 
This power, indeed, they may delegate to others, but can never 
Totally alienate; and if their delegates ſhonld abuſe it to ſuch a 
degree, as to hazard the deſtruction of the national liberties, the 
People may r efume it into their own hands, and be their Wn le 
giflators. 2 


a The privileges of the deriloming; at leaſt thoſe of the 3 houſs, 


are founded, it is plain, upon the very ſame principle: for the 


members, being Properly the repreſentatives of the people, muſt, of 
conſequence, be poſſeſſed of as much power as thoje they Kae 
and as the power of theſe laſt is abſolutely unlimited, they muſt 
therefore, be poſſeſſed of as many privileges as they think proper to 
aſſume. I all not here enter into a tedions enumeration of all 
the privileges which the Commons enjoy; becauſe the principal of 
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theſe are, pretty generally, known : 1 ſhall confine myſelf, at pre- 


ſent, to one particular privilege, which, for ſome time paſt, they 
have not exerciſed, and hardly even claimed; I mean, the privi- 


Machiavel obſerves, © that. there cannot be a more uſeful or 


« neceſſary power given to. thoſe, who in a city are appointed as 


« guardians of liberty, than that of accuſing the citizens before 
*« ſome magiſtrate or council, whenever they offend in any thing 


4 againſt a free ſtate.” Now this »/eful and neceſſary power no 


body of men enjoys ſo eminently as the guardians of ENGLAnD, 


the commons in parliament &fembled. The; are the general ingusſi- 


tar, or grand inqueſt of the kingdom. To them it belongs to de- 
tect and to punith all alvetſations in the executive part of the go- 


<ernment ; to examine and redreſs all nutional grievances ; and to 
call to a ſtrict account, and even to purſue to utter deſtruction, 
thoſe exalted ftlate-criminals,. who are too great to be reached by 
the ordinary courts of juſtice. . 
This right, indeed, which the commons poſſeſs, of enquiring 
minutely into the condut# of the minytry, and of puniſhing 7Zhy/e 
miniſters who violate their truſt, has been frequently diſputed by 


many of the kings of ENGLAND, who wanted to deprive them 
of ſo formidable a. power, and reduce them to the character of 
mere tax-layers; but all the attempts which they made for this 


purpoſe proved happily ineffectual. The commons were not only 


poſſeſſed -of the Tight © -they Were likewiſe poſſeſſed of the meats | 
of maintaining and enforcing this right. By the privilege they 
enjoyed of granting. all money, at leaſt of beginning all money- 


bills in the lower houſe, they had it in their power to make the 
haughtieſt princes bend to the pleaſure. rely 

And. iridbed, it may be ble 
with the greateſt facility. This appears evidently from the con- 
duct of queen Elizabeth, who, upon receiving a remonſtrance from 
the members of the lower ſiouſe againſt the iniquitous practices of ſome 
foreſtallers and regrators, who had obtained a patent for the ſale of 


ſome partioular commodities, addreſſed them in the following 


noble and patriotic terms: 


<©GENTLEMEN, 8 


4 OWE you my beſt thanks and acknowledgments for your 


* reſpe& towards me; not only for your good inclination; but for 


< thoſe clear and public expreſſions thereof, which have diſcovered 
e themſelves in retrieving me from a miſtake, into which I have 
been betrayed ; not ſo much. by the fault of my will, as the 
«error of my judgment. This had undoubtedly drawn a blemiſh 


upon me (a account the ſafety of my people my chief happineſs ) had 

you not made me acquainted with the. practice of theſe led 
© harpues and horſe-leeches. I would ſooner loſe my heart or hand, 
than ever conſent to allow ſach privilege to engroſſers, as may 


<< turn to the detriment of my people. I am not ſo 4/inded with 


the /uftre of a crown, as to let the ſcale of juſtice be weighed 


** down by that of an arbitrary poser. The gay title of a prince 
may deceive /uch as know nothing of the ſecret of governing: 
but I am not one of thoſe unwary princes; for I am ſenſible, 
<< that I ought to govern for the public good, and not to regard my 


© own particular; and that I ſtand accountable to another, a 


* greater tribunal. I account myſelf very happy, that, by God's 
s aſſiſtance, I have enjoyed ſo proſperous a government in all 
« reſpects ; 


rved, that thoſe princes who were 
moſt remarkable for wiſdom, have always bended to their pleaſure 
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« reſpects; and that he hath bleſſed me with ſuch ſubjects, for 
« whom I could be contented to lay down my crown and my life. 
« ] muſt entreat you, that let others be guilty of what faults and 
e miſdeameanours ſoever, they may not, through any miſrepreſen- 
« tation, be laid af my doovr. I hope the evidence of a good con- 
« ſcience will, in all reſpects, bear me ont. You cannot be ig- 
« norant that 7/he ſervants of princes have, too often, an eye to their ' 
« wn advantage; that their faults ate often concealed from their 
« notice; and that they cannot, if they would, inſpe& all things, 
«« when the weight and buſineſs of a whole kingdom lies on their 


How differeht from this, how peeviſh and petulant, or rather, 
indeed, how ridiculous and abſurd was the behaviour of Ang 
James the Firſt! who, when the commons remonſtrated to him againſt 
ſome particular grievances, told them, with a viſible air of diſ- 
pleaſure, that their remonſtrance was more like a denunciation of | 
war, than an addreſs of dutiful ſubjects ; that their pretenſion to 
enquire into all public affairs, was fuch à plenipotence, as none 
of their anceſtors had ever preſumed to claim; that the deep mat- 
ters of ſtate, the arcana imperii, the fecrets of government, 
were greatly above their narrow comprehenſion ; that the manage- 
ment of. theſe depended upon a complication of views and in- 
tereſts, with which they were entirely unacquainted ; that in 
any buſineſs, which belonged to his prerogative, they had no title 
to interpoſe with their advice, except when he was pleaſed to 
deſire it: and he had even the /olence to conclude with remind- 
ing them of the low, vulgar proverb, Ne ſutor ultra crepidem, 
Let not the cobler go beyond his laſt.” I ſay, the inſolence; for, 
Whatever may be the opinion of fome baſe court-ſycophants, it 
will never be denied by any man of ſenſe, that -a Zing may be 
guilty of inſolence towards hzs people, or, which is the fare 
thing, towards he repreſentatives of his people. To any individual, 
indeed, he is, by many degrees, ſuperior ; but to the whole 
joined together, he is infinitely inferior: /ingulzs major, omnibus 
-—_— ER. * . 
But, however great ing James's pride and inſolence, his prodi- 
gality and his avarice were ſtill greater. The expences of govern- 
ment required large ſupplies: his numerous favourites were a ſtill 
farther charge upon him. Money, therefore, he muſt, by any 
means, have; but money he could not have without the conſent 
of the commons: nor would the commons agree to grant him any 
money without obtaining a redreſs of their grievances. This re- 
dreſs, therefore, they were at laſt able to obtain; and, in the 
courle of their inquiſition, the lord- chancellor Bacon fell a juſt, 
but lamented, victim to popular reſentment, as did alſo the lord 
high- treaſurer the earl of Middleſex ; not to mention a number of 
other criminals of leſs note and conſequence. | ks 
The fame artille y was played againſt 4ing Charles the 
Firſt; and the fame aftillery it was, if poſſible, ſtill more neceſ- 
fary to play againſt xing Charles. King Charles was, by nature as 
well as education, more arbitrary and deſpotic, more haughty and 
unſubmitting than his father. Far from patiently ſuffering his 
miniſters to be queſtioned - by the parliament, he would not fo 
much as permit the latter to touch upon the ſubje&t. Nay, in 
violation of the ſpirit of the conſtitution, which ſuppoſes that the 
Ling can do no wrong, in other words that he can do nothing, Charles 
took upon him 20 do every thing, and of conſequence to be guilty 


— — — 
Us he — — — — 
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of every kind of wrong, When any thing was done that gave 
offence to the nation, his conſtant reply was, that it was done by 
himſelf, and not by his miniſters : the blame therefore, if any, 
ought to be imputed to him; his minifters were entirely innocent. 
The nation, indeed, was at laſt. provoked to take him at his word; 
and. he lived to feel the dreadful effects of trifling thus with the 
ſpirit of a free conſtitution. But the commons were enabled, at leaſt 
for ſome time, to procure from him a redreſs of grievances, by em- 
ploying with him the very ſame means, which they had employed 
with his predeceſſor. Theſe means, it is true; they. were now "I: - 
obliged to employ with ſo much the reater dexterity and _ = 

as Charles was ſuſpected, by „ of, the world, to be 

more dexterous and artful than his father. 

The uſual language, which Charles held to his. commons, was 

this: firſt, grant the neceſſary ſupplies, and then you ſhall have 

time to 1 into grievances. But ng commons, having ex- 

perienced the inſincerity of theſe promiſes, ſometimes in the laſt 

reign, and ſometimes in this; and having found, that the mo- 

ment the ſupplies were granted, the ty, Neb was diflolved ; 

were determined to. be, no longer the ufs of their own Godu- 
lity, and of the artifice of others. They, therefore, made the . 
obtaining a redreſs of grievances. an indiſpenſable” condition of 
granting ſupplies; and, in order the more effeCtually to carry their 
| point, they fell 1 judicious expedient. They held out 


the bait to their ſovereign, but would not allow him to ſeize it; 
they voted him a ſupply, but would not finally grant it, until he 
Had complied with all their reaſonable demands: and the King, 
tempted by the proffered. ſums, which were generally very great, 
and urged by-his neceſſities, which were always very prefling, 
was, at various times, induced to yield to their importunity, _ 
In conſequente of this, an impeachment was preferred againſt 
__ the reigning. favourite, the famous due of Buckingham ; and 
 #hough he eſcaped for that time, yet would he probably have 
Fallen by another impeachment, had not he fallen before by the 
poniard of a military fanatic, The earl f Strafford too, who, 
from a flaming patriot, had become a moſt proſtitute courtier, was 
brought to the block. The courts of high-commiſſion and ar- 
chamber were aboliſhed: and a variety of other grievances, ſuch 
as forced loans, benevolences, taxes without conſent of parliament, 
arbitrary impriſonments, billetting ſoldiers, martial lau, &c. were 
effectually provided againſt by the PETITION OF RIGHT, that 


* 


great corner flone f tie Engliſh libertieg. 


What ſenſe our forefathers had of the numerous grievances 
under which they then laboured, particularly of that moſt in- 
tolerable of all grievances, arbitrary impriſonment, may be learned 
from a ſpeech, which Sir Robert Philips made upon the occaſion. 
I read of a cuſtom,” ſaid that patriotic gentleman, © among 
the old Romans, that, once every year, they held a ſolemn feſ- 
„ tival, in which their ſlaves had liberty, without exception, to 
«« ſyezk what they pleaſed, in arder to caſe their afflicted minds; 

* and, on the concluſion of the feſtival, the ſlaves ſeverally returned 
to their former ſervitudes. This inſtitution may, with ſome diſ- 

* tinCtion, well ſet forth our preſent ſtate and condition. After 
the revolution of ſome time *, and the grievous ſufferance of 

* 'Thoſe who are acquainted with the hiſtory of England, need not be told, that king 
Charles the Firſt, like all the other princes of the Stuart line, was extremely averſe from 


patliaments: that he aſſembled none from 1626 to 1623 ; and that he afterwards continued 
o reign, without any, for ten years together. 


#6 many 
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« many violent oppreſſions, we have now, at laſt, as thoſe 
“ ſlaves, obtained, for a day, ſome liberty of ſpeech ; but ſhall. 
« not, I truſt, be hereafter ſlaves : for we are born free. Yet, what 
« new illegal burthens our eſtates and perſons have groaned under, 
« my heart yearns to think of, my tongue falters to utter. 
« The grievances, by which we are oppreſſed, I draw under two 


« heads; act of power againſt law, and the judgments of lawyers 
« againſt our liberty.” 

Having mentioned three i/legal judgments paſſed in his memory; 
that by which the Scots, born after king James's acceſſion, were 
admitted to all the privileges of Engliſh ſubjects; that by which 
the new impoſitions had been warranted; and th laſt, 75 which 
arbitrary impriſonments were authorized: he thus proceeded: 

I can live, though another, who has no right, be put to live 
% along with me; nay, I can live, though burthened with impo- 
8 ſitions, beyond what at preſent I labour under: but to have my 
« liberty, which is the ſoul of life, raviſhed from me; to have my 
1 perſou bent up in a Jail, oithout relief by law, and to be fo adjudged, 
« ——O0! improvident anceſtors! O! unwiſe forefathers ! to be 
« {© curious in providing for the quiet poſſeſſion of our lands, and 
« the liberties of parliament : and, at the ſame time, to neglect 
% our perſonal liberty, and let us lie in priſon, and that during plea- 
« ſure,- without redreſs or remedy ! If this be /aw, why do we 
« talk of liberties ? Why trouble ourſelves about a conſtitution, 
« franchiſes, property of goods, and the like ? What may any 
man call his own, if not the liberty of his perſon? - 

1 liberty of our perſons, however, was effectually ſecured by 
the petition of right, which T have juſt now mentioned: it was 
{till farther confirmed by the habeas-corpus act, the bill of rights, - 
and the ad? of ſettlement. And who could imagine, that, after 
being ſo firmly ſecured; and fo repeatedly confirmed, it ſhould be . 
in the power 78 any man, or of any body of men, beſide the ſu- 
preme court of parliament, to deprive us of it? But that ſome 
man, or that ſome body of men, beſides the ſupreme court of pare" 
lament, poſleſs, at leaſt exerciſe, ſuch a right, is evident I think, 
from the three month's impriſonment which your PUBLISHER, 
Mr. North-Briton, ſuffered in NEwGATE. If theſe men, there- 
fore, poſſeſs ſuch a right, they ought certainly to be ſtripped 
of it: if they exerciſe it, within, being poſſeſſed of it, I leave 
every reader to draw the concluſion. 

With regard to the parliaments of Ang Charles the lead | in the 
article of grievances, his long, or his penſionary parliament, which 
ſat no leſs than ſeventeen years, gave him ſo little trouble on thathead, 

that he had hardly an opportunity of diſcovering his diſpoſition. 
The commons, it is true, of this very parliament, preferred an im- 
peachment againſt the lord-treaſurer Danby; but that nobleman, by 
a new trick of his own, or a new trick of his maſter, appeared before 
his judges with a pardon in his pocket : 4 very regular way of pro- 
ceeding no doubt! for I think that to grant a pardon to a man be- 
fore he is condemned, is every whit as reaſonable, as to hang a man 
firſt and try him afterwards. That pardon, indeed, did then avail 
him; but was ſo well remembered after the Revolution, that proper 
care was taken not to leave tha? part of the prerogative as a SANC- 
TUARY, for the future, 70 any wicked miniſter. But what was left 
undone by the long or pen/ionary parliament, was effectually ſupplied | 
by the two which ſucceeded ; for theſe, it is well known, what 
by their importunity in obtainin g the habeas-corpris act, what by their 
vigour 
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424. Tuz NORTH BRITON. No. 70. 
vigour in proſecuting the exclufirn-bill, gave ſo much uncaſineſs to 
Charles, that, except during a very: ſhort interval,” he ruled ever 
after without any parliament. 


_ His brother and ſucceſſor, king Tomes the Second, diſcovered, 


very early in the beginning of his reign, the ſame antipathy to 


_ parliaments, and the fame averfion to the redreſs of grievances ; and 


rather, indeed, than redreſs thoſe grievances under which the peo- 
ple already laboured, or, more properly ſpeaking, rather than 
be deprived of the power of bringing freih grievances upon them, 


he thought proper, in a litele me; to abaicate the Front, and 
—— he pre, uh eee b | 


Thus zit appvars, . that the thus of Conne have ever, at leaſt 
till ther Revolution, maintained and exerted their undoubted 
right of redreſſing public grievances ; but, to the beſt of my 
knowledge, they have hardly exerted it ſince. What then is be- 
come of this right ? Have the commons loſt it? Or do they not 


chuſe to exerciſe it? Or is there no object, upon which they 
can exerciſe it? A right that is not exerciſed, is next to no right 


at all; and the long diſuſe of it may, perhaps, ſome time or 


other, be drawn into an argument againſt its exiſtence. Have 
there not been for theſe eighty years paſt, or are there not now, 
any grievances in the nation? Or is it, indeed, true, what is 


inſinuated by ſome diſcontented ſpirits, that the commons them 


ſelves have been the chief authors of theſe grievances ? That, fo far 
from being willing, or, in fact, qualified to puniſh the embezzlers 


of the public treaſure, and the plunderers of the national wealth, 
they themſelves have been the principal plunderers and embez- 


lers? This charge, I'm afraid, may be urged, with but too much 


Juſtice againſt ſeveral houſes of commons, and particularly againſt 
the Joſt. "venal and proſtitute houſe, which conkiſted, i in a great 
meaſure, of placemen and pensionen. 

But whatever may have been the character of former hoſes of 


commons, the preſent one, I am ſatisfied, is of a very different 
complexion. The creatures of the court, in moſt counties and 


boroughs, have happily loſt their election; and their places are 
ſupplied, it is univerſally allowed, by men of more generous and 
publick- ſpirited ſentiments. We have, therefore, great reaſon, as 


we have certainly a juſt right, to expect, from our preſent free and 


independent repreſentatives, a redreſs of all, or of moſt of thoſe 
grievances, Which have been treacherouſly brought upon us by our 
formerly parliamentary delegates. The enormous increaſe of our 
national debts, the proportionable increaſe of the annual ſupply, 
and conſequent increaſe of the public duties and taxes ; the ſcanda- 


lous profuſion of the national treaſure in uſeleſs places, and 
unmerited penſions ; the indelible reproach that has been fixed 


upon our government by the fickleneſs of our councils, and the 


unſteadineſs of our miniſtry for theſe ſix years and upwards; the 


maſſacre perpetrated in St. George's Fields, and the r—y com- 
mitted upon the duke of Portland; theſe are a few of the many 
ublic gr/evances, which we may hope to ſee ſoon examined by a 
Jaithful Houſe of Commons, and, in ſome meaſure, redrefled by a 
Farr rs Parliament. I am, Sir, yours, 
_ | | L. 
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270% te NORTH BRITON. 
L "= governments, like all men, have er viith. their 
infancy, their youth, their ſtate of manhood, their old age, 
and, at laſt, their final diſſolution ;. and it is almoſt as impoſſible 
to prevent the ſucceſſion of theſe different periods in the former 
caſe, as in the latter. In the latter, indeed, it is abſolutely impoſ- 
ſible; the art, I believe, having never yet been found out, of 
grinding old men to young ones, though I have ſomewhere read 
of a mill for this purpoſe. Nor is it poſſible totally to prevent 
them in the former; no government, at leaſt ſo far as my know- 
ledge reaches, having yet been diſcovered, that has continued for 
ever, nor even during any very conſiderable period. The Roman, the 
Spartan, the Athenian, and the Carthaginian commonwealths, 
though all of them eſtabliſhed upon the moſt ſolid foundations, 
have long ſince periſhed and fallen into ruins. But, though the 
_ deſtruction of governments cannot be totally prevented, it may yet 
be retarded or warded off for ſome time, by the ſkilful manage- 
ment of a wiſe and honeſt miniſter. The conſtitution may occaſion- 
ally be brought back, as Macſiavel. obſerves, to its firſt. . 
and perhaps may ſpring up, from theſe ſucceſſive originals, wich 
freſh beauty and vigour. 
As to our own free government, it may properly be ſaid to have 
had its birth in the woods of Germany. Its infancy continued from 
the firſt arrival of our Saxon anceſtors in this kingdom, to the. 
union of the heptarchy under king Egbert. Its youth reached 
from this laſt period to the time of obtaining the famous Magng. 
Charta, or, perhaps, to the time of the no leſs famous Revolu⸗ 
tion. Its ſtate of manhood, or, if you will, its different ſtates 
of manhood, have been, I am afraid, but of very ſhort duration. 


When its old age commenced, I will not at preſent take upon. me 
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to determine; though I believe I may venture to affirm, without 
running the riſk of being contradicted, that it is now far advanced 
into that declining perBd ; and if not brought back, as it fre- 
quently hath been, by ſome extraordinary accident, to its firſt 
principles, it muſt ſoon be diſſolved, and end in abſolute mo- 
narchy. 

The diſeaſes that prey upon the bedy-politic, and threaten it 
with this cruel and untimely death, are equally obvious and 
alarming; though, thank God, if proper remedies were applied, 
none of them are incurable. A large ſtanding army in time of 
peace, ſeptennial parliaments, an immenſe national debt, inſup- 
portable taxes, paſſive obedience and non-refiſtance eſtabliſhed 
into a law by the riot-a&, and the incredible increaſe of pen- 
ſioners and placemen ; theſe are a few of the many political diſ- 
tempers that threaten the deſtruction of our free government. 

But there is another diſeaſe, which, though leſs attended to, is 
no leſs real, and may prove equally fatal to our free conſtitution ; 

I mean the ſpirit, which has for ſome time prevailed, eſpecially 
during the preſent reign, of augmenting the number of peers, 
which is now arrived at an enormous height, and which, if not 
checked in time, and kept within bounds, may deſtroy the inde- 
pendence of the lower houſe of parliament. For let us only ſup- 
_ poſe, what ſome people are of opinion is the caſe already, that 
the peers were increaſed to ſo great a number, as to poſſeſs one half 
of the landed property of the kingdom, and by that means were 
enabled to return one half, or more than one half, of the repre- 
ſentatives of the people, what, I aſk any one, would be the na- 
tural conſequence ? Would it not follow, and neceſſarily follow, 
that the houſe of commons would, from that moment, be a mere 
Cypher in the government? How far we are already reduced, or 
how likely we are to be ſoon reduced, to ſuch a deplorable condi- 
tion, I pretend not to ſay: certain it is, that the number of peers 
has been ſurprizingly increaſed of late, and that our government 
as for ſome time breathed a very ariſtocratical ſpirit. Of the 
Former of theſe truths any one may be convinced by conſulting a 
Court-Kalendar; of the latter, his own memory will be ſufficient 
to inform him. 5 | - 

I ſhall only mention one circumſtance, as it is ſomewhat ſingu- 
Jar. It has ever been a cuſtomary compliment paid to the houſe 
of commons, that one of the ſecretaries of fate ſhould be a mem- 
ber of that houſe ; and this ſecretary has uſually been the one for 
the ſouthern department, who has generally conducted the affairs 
of the government in their paſſage through the houſe. But, for 
ſome time paſt, none of the ſecretary/hips have been beſtowed 

| upon commoners. Theſe have been entirely engrofled by the peers : 
' | nor, indeed, do I remember at preſent a fingle commoner of di- 
j 
; 


ſtinction in any capital office under the crown; for I admit not, 
as exceptions, the chancellor of the exchequer, and the paymaſter 
tlie forces; the firſt of theſe being the eldeſt ſon of a peer, and 
the laſt owing his promotion rather to his patron's intereſt than 
1 to his own perſonal merit. To the ſame cauſe, perhaps, as much 
i as to any other, ought to be aſcribed the removal of genera 
. Amberſt from the government of Virginia, and the appointment 
til of lord Botetourt to that lucrative poſt. 
1 In reality, we ſeem to be getting faſt into the habit of prefer- 
10 ing none bat peers to places of truſt and profit; ſo that, 0 
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with the great number of rich commoners who have lately been 
advanced, and are daily advancing, to the peerage ; what with the 
opportunities given to poor peers 80 enrich themlelves by the large 
falaries and the larger perquitites of their offices, the chief wea Ach 
of the kingdom muſt in a little time, come to center in the 
upper houſe ; and thus our conſt, tution, from a /imited monarchy, 

or a regal commonwealth, muſt be converted firſt into a pure ar 2 


cracy, and thence into an ab/oluteand deſpotic government. Nor let any 


one imagine, that theſe apprehenſions are altogether groundleſs; for 
former parliaments were ſo ſenſible of the danger ariſing from this 
very quarter, that an attempt was made, though indeed without 
effect, in the reign of „ing George the Firft, to limit the peerage 
to a certain determined number; and the reaſon aſſigned in the 

preamble to the bill for projecting ſuch a meaſure, was the abuſe 
that had been made, and might again be made, at the hazard of 


the conſtitution, of the unbounded power which our kings have of 


creating as many peers as to them may ſeem proper. 

True it is, that, in a monarchical government, it can never be 
the intereſt of the nobility to ſuffer the /iberty of the commons to be 
deſtroyed, and much leſs to aſſiſt in deſtroying it. In an ariſto- 
cracy, indeed, the nobility get whatever the commons loſe; but in a 
monarchy the caſe is far otherwiſe : there the crown alone is the 


gainer, and the certain conſequence of the nobility contributing to 


enſlave the commons, mult be, that 7/hey themſeloes are enſlaved at 
laſt. For how, in fact, can it poſſibly be otherwiſe ; fince the 


; liberty « of the commons cannot be deſtroyed, unleſs the conſtitu- 


tion be firſt broken; and ſince neither the peers, nor any one elſe, 


can hold their privileges, or their properties, by any better tenure 
than that of arbitrary will, when the conſtitution is once broken? 


This appears evidently from the caſe of Spain, where the nobility, 
fooliſhly as well as wickedly, aſſiſted in taking away the liberty 
of the people; but no ſooner had they accompliſhed this work, 
than they found themſelve deprived of their liberty in their turn; 


and the mighty grandes, Is they are pompoully ſtiled, they who 5 
thought to riſe on the ruin of the commons; they, who have the 
vain honour of cocking their hats in the preſence of their ſcvercign, 


have been fince ſeen to ſtand at awful diſtance, or approach with 


reſpectful cringe, in the preſence of a para/ize or buffoon who hap- 


pened to be the prince's favourite. The ſame too was the folly, 


and the ſame the juſt puniſhment, of the Daniſi nobility in the 


laſt century, who, having reduced the common people to a ſtate of 


ſlavery, were themſelves, ſoon after, reduced to > the condition | 


of ſlaves under an abſolute monarch. 
In a word, it may be proved, from the concurrent teſtimony, a8 


well of ancient as of modern hiſtory, that deſtroying the privile- 


ges of any one of the members of a free conſtitution, | is neceſſarily 
Akkended with the deſtruction of all the reſt. It is poſſible, indeed, 


that, after our liberties ſhall have been ſo deſtroyed, we may ſtill 


be permitted to enjoy the pageantry and parade of a parliament ; 
for it is certain, that the forms of a government may long continue, 


after its ſpirit has been entirely annihilated. This, we know par- 


ticularly, was the caſe at Rome; for we are told by hiſtorians, that 
even under Tiberius, one of their moſt execrable emperors, the 
freedom of the people was ſtill preſerved in outward ſhew and ap- 
pearance. The ſenate was ſtill employed in managing the buſineſs 
of the public. 'Their money was, for many ages after, coined by 


their 


n 
— 


£44 — 
Wms 
3 
Y . hb -—T 
* p . 
8 * 
n 


* 


IP 


* r 1 
n 


E 
I 
F 1 
* = 
: * 
77 
D 
Y 
; 8 
1 
1 
2 ay 
1 
» = 
K* 
9 
* , 
"if; 
"8 aj 
 * MM 
_ec 
1 
- 
Pp 
=_—z 
28 
8 * 
* 
"= 
"BY 8 
M 
va, 
* o 
r 
5 
> hh : 
>» = 
259 # 
8 
_ 
ES 
* 
N 
£% 
1 
i 
4 
x4 
1 
[8 
„ 
2 
© os 
1 
> Bi 
ER 
x 
725 
of 22 * 
- 1 
1 
E * 
. 
7 
2 
1 
«oe 
. 
* 
4 FRY 
: oY 
＋ 2 * 
2 
vet 
. 
1 
I 
£ 7 
> - 
1 
N 
* 
* *. 
«1 i 
75 
"ES 
3 - 
4 11 
4 = 
«IT * 
"$61 
T's 
= 
„ 
LES 
MW 
1 
bo” 
5 
2 4 
33 
- 
By 1 
Þ 4 
* 
2 
* % 
4,9 
» - 
2 
18 
4 
4 
£ 
- fl 
-# 5. 
'E 
1 1 
== 
+ 
1 
1 
* if 
1 
i * 
1 f 
"Fo 
$38 
\ * * 
0 * 
„ 


* 
RX 


— 
ine 32 AF 
— 2 — 1 
— — 4 


— _ 22 e 3222 Kc — m —— — — ——— — . 4 P 
= . — A & 9-4 — ng - 
2 — — — — NT = — ———— 2 2 2 
r N - 2 k - 8 IA 2 
e, e eee r 8 * +. 
_— FEE * N „ fs Pa ee „ % 4. 
£ 2 * . A , 
* * 2G AED ns me 3 3 — — 
* hos : — — — " — 1 — — 7 
— - =o C N * TOES 
9 SPN. > 4 * * . 43 . * * 4 


== ———— 


428 TAT NORTH BRITON. No. 71. 


their authority, as the marks upon it teſtify to this day; and every 
other affair received their ſanction. Yet it is notorious, that, at 
that very time, the moſt ſhocking barbarities were committed b 
the emperors ; who, while their actions met with no conſiderable 
oppoſition, were well ſatisfied, that the people ſhould ſtill flatter 
themſelves with the empty ſhew of power. 

In the ſame manner, and for the very ſame reaſon, we may con- 
tinue to enjoy our parliaments, after their real uſe is utterly gone. 
But their continuance, in ſucha caſe, would be leſs a bleſſing than a 
curſe. Were we ſtripped of them entirely, we ſhould be ſenſible 
of our loſs, and perhaps would be excited, in the ardour of our 

e eg to make ſome vigorous effort to recover our wonted 

eedom. But while we are poſſeſſed of the ſhadow, we ſhall hardly 

7 convinced that we are deprived of the ſubſtance; and thus our 

liberties may be irretrievably ruined, before we are aware that they 
are expolcd tothe leaſt danger. Iam, Yours, &c. 


B. . 


To fle NORTH BRITON. 
SIR, 


0 8 the reflections contained in the nee ſpeech, which 
was dclivered by a wit and a patriot of the Jaſt age, are ex- 
tremely applicable to the preſent reign, 1 make no doubt but you 
wil ready give it a place 1 in your uſeful paper, and am, Sir, 

Tours, N. 
A ſpeech of Sir Charles Sidley in the reign of king William the 
ird. 
: Mr. Speater, 
66 W E have provided for the army: we have provided for 
the navy ; and now at laſt à new reckoning is brought 
« upon us. We muſt likewiſe proude for the LISTS. Truly, 
66 Mr. Speaher, tis a ſad reflection, that /ome men ſhould wallow in 
& wealth and places ; whallt others pay away in faxes the fourth 
part of their revenue, for the ſupport of the ſame govern- 
"BE: ment. : 
We are not upon equal terms for his Majeſty 8 1 0 The 
* courtiers and great officers charge, as it were, in armour, and 
<< feel not the taxes, by reaſon of their places; whilſt the country 
«© gentlemen are ſhot through and through by them. The Ling is 
« pleaſed to lay his wants before us; and I am confident expects 
our advice upon it: we ought therefore to tell him what per/ions 
are too great, and what places may be. extinguiſhed during the 
«© war and the public calamity. 
His Majeſty ſees nothing but coaches and Ax, and great ember: 3 
and therefore cannot imagine the want and miſery of the reſt 
of his ſubjects. He is a brave and generous prince; but he is 
% YOUNG KING, encompaſſed and hemmed in by a company of 
* crafty old courtiers. To ſay no more, ſome have places of 
„ 2000]. ſome of 60 ol. others of 8oool. per annum; and 1 
am told the commiſſioners of the treaſury have 16001. per an- 
« num each. Certainly public penſions, whatever they have been 
«« formerly, are too much for the preſent want and calamity that 


4 reign every where elſe; and it is a ſcandal, that a government, /0 
& fick 


No. 71: Tus NORTH BRITON. an 
« fick at heart as ours is, ſhould look jo well in the face. We muſt 
« ſave the king money, wherever we can; for I am afraid the 


"IS 
Lay 


all imaginable thrift. When the people of England ſee all 
« things are ſaved that can be ſaved; that there are no e:orbitant 
«« penfrons, nor unneceſſary ſalaries ; and all is applied to the uſe for 
« which it 1s given; we 25 give, and they ſhall pay, whatever 
« his majeſty can want to ſecure the proteſtant religion, and to 
« keep out the king of France, and king James too I coa- 
clude, Mr. Speaker ; let us Jave the king what we can, and 
« then let us proceed to give what we are able.” 


* 
* 


th. 


To te NORTH BRIT ON. 
S IR, 
A S you was pleaſed to inſert in your 63th number the little fi 28 


— 


ment ] lately ſent you, I have herewith tranſmitted to you another 


imperfect eſſay, which was found among the fame papers, and 
which ſcems to be the production of the ſame pen. 

Jam &c. G. 0. 
— none cron 1 ſometimes happens that a prince is ſo 


far engaged in neaſures, which he finds. 
to be wrong, that he is quite at a loſs how to extricate himſelf; 


but if he ſhould be providentially worked out of his difficulties, 
when he had the leaſt reaſon to expect it, he would certainly take 


ſuch an opportunity of eſtabliſhing himſelf in the hearts of his ſubb- 


_jetts, by giving up his favourites and evil counſellors to juſtice, and 
not run the hazard of being involved in the ſame diſhonourable 


circumſtances, by truſting the reins of government in their hands 
again. But as it is natural to imagine, that an odrous favourite will 


leave no ſtone unturned, to divert his na] r from ſuch a reſolution, 
it may not be improper to examine the arguments, that are com- 
monly made uſe of upon theſe occaſions ; and we ſhall find them 
all to be founded upon a miſapplication of good principles, or a dil 
Suite of bad ones. 


For inſtance, as STEADINESS or Rtes0LUTION | in the puri de | 


right meaſures is certainly a laudable quality in a prince; this is a 
never- failing topic in the mouths of /uch men againſt any alteration 
of his meaſures or his favourites, however wrong the former may 
be, or however infamous the latter; and becauſe ſome 101/e princes 
have been juſtly celebrated in hiſtory, for ſupporting their mmnyters 
againſt unjuſt oppoſition, they infer that it is always impolitic in a 
prince to regard the complaints of his people, and repreſent it as a 
mark of flexibility beneath the dignity of a great prince. Thus do 
they confound ſteadineſs with objtinacy-or muliſhneſs, and a fickle 
wavering mind, with a rational diſpoſition to correct his conduct, 
whenever he finds it erroneous ; whereas nothing in nature can be 
more oppoſite : nor can there be a ſtronger mark of WEAKNEss in 
a prince, than to prefer the private ſelf-intereſted whiſpers of a /a. 
vourite to the loud complaints of a whole people. Hiſtory tur. 
niſhes us with terrible examples of the coniequences, which at. 
tend his kind of STEADINESS ; but that is a point, which anps. 
lar miniſters take all poſſible care to conceal from the ears and 
knowledge of their maſters, It is their butinets to dwell entirely 
On 
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on the other fide of the queſtion, by extolling the good effects of 


Readineſs, and the magnanimity of deſpiſing popular clamour. 


Thus when Richard the Second took the great ſeal from an honeſt 


chancellor, for refuſing to put it to an exorbitant grant, which one 


of his favourites had obtained from him, and gave it to a /awyer of 


a leſs ſerupulous conſcience ; we are told that his ien was mightily 
cried up by the court-fycophants, as an inſtance of the king's STEA DIZ 
NESS; though it was ſo diſpleaſing to al the reft of the peole, that 
he ſoon loſt their confidence and affection, and, in a little time 
after, his crown and lie. King Charles the Firſt was flattered, 
no doubt, in the ſame manner, for continuing the duke of Buck- 
ingham, his father's deteſted favourite, againſt the frequent remon- 
ſtrances of parliament, and the general cries of his people, which 
created the firſt ill blood againſt that unhappy privice ; and we have 
ſeen perſons in our days ſhameleſs enough to aſſert, as well as 
_ others weak enough to believe, that all his ſubſequent misfortunes 


were owing to a want of reſolution, in giving up the earl of Straf- 


ford; though it is demonſtrable that they were occaſioned by 
nothing more than his obſtinate ſupport of that hated miner, till 
he was compelled to yield; a circumſtance, that deſtroyed all the 

merit of his involuntary compliance. | 2 


How different from this, and how much more worthy of a 


great prince, was the conduct of ing Henry the Fourth of France, 
who was ſo far from thinking himſelf under any obligation to 


ſupport a wicked miniſter againſt the cries of his people, that he 


declared a general odium, or ſuſpicion only, to be a ſufficient ground 


for diſcarding him; and no prince in Europe need be aſhamed of 


following his example. 


To the Twelve Hundred And Forty Seven Independent Liverymen of the City of London, 
| uk | 


who voted at ths Laſt General Election for John Wilkes, Ei. 
Gentlemen, | V Es . 
S the liſt of the City Poll was publiſhed by order of your four repreſentatives, 
: with a view, no doubt, to reflore harmony, to inſpire you with good will towards 
one another, and to hand down with honour your names to poſterity, you will not, I 


hope, take it amiſs, that (in order to give my aſſiſtance in ſo charitable a deſign) I 


have ſelected your names, company, and places of abode, from among thoſe who, 
either from prejudice or pre-engagement, voted againſt Mr. Wilkes; and ſhall 
publiſh them in the ConsTiTUTIONaL MacGazine, No. VII. next Saturday, 


with a ſmall portrait of the patriotic gentleman, whom, from your hearts, you 


delighted to honour. I am, 
GENTLEMEN, — 
TRIES: With the greateſt; eſteem, 
21 October, 1768. Your very obedient and humble ſervant, 


W. BINGLE X. 


— 
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Qui ſe ſpectat, & propter hoc ad amicitiam venit, mille cogitat: quemadmodum 
cœpit, ſic deſinet. Paravit amicum adverſus vincula laturum opem : cum primuin 
crepuerit catena, diſcedet. Hæ ſunt amicitiæ, quas temporarias populus appellat. 
Qui cauſa utilitatis aſſumptus eſt, tamdiu placebit, quamdiu utilis fuerit. Hac re 
florentes amicorum turba circumſedet: circa everſos ingens ſolitudo eſt: & inde 


aumici fugiunt, ubi probantur: hac re iſta tot nefaria exempla ſunt, aliorum metu 


relinquentium, aliorum metu prudentium. | SENECA. 


F n , , 1 4 


To the NORTH BRITON. 


NCE there were, and ſtill there ſhould be, only two po- 


litical parties in this kingdom; viz. Revolution-Whigs, in- 


_ cluding Proteſtant-Diſſenters; and Fure Divino Tories, with their 

aſſociates, the Roman-Catholichs. The former, indeed, ſhould not 
be called a party, being the only true liegemen of the crown, as it 
is ſettled upon the illuſtrious hoaſe of -Brovunowres, Flie latter 


can never be conſidered, conſiſtently with our ſafety, otherwiſe 
than as a deſperate, malignant faction, whoſe reſtleſs aims and 


endeavours, to overturn the conſtitution of this country, ſhould 
unite all the reſt againſt them, —ever keeping in view, upon all 


occaſions, the principles upon which king WILLIAM was invited, 


by our anceſtors, to deliver us from deſpotick power, and the pads 


of government eſtabliſhed in conſequence of that deliverance. 
Inſtead of keeping up this plain and ſimple diſtinction, we have 


fooliſhly ſuffered ourſelves to be divided and ſubdivided into parties 


almoſt ix infinitum, with each a petty leader at its head, bo//tered up 
by the encomiums and apologies of certain politicaſters in his pay ; 


and all this without any concern for, perhaps without any con- 


ception of, the rights of his fellow- ſubjects. 


To account for this, we need only look at the frequent changes 
that have happened in the departments of public buſineſs, within 


a few years palt. They who went out, have always carried off 
ſome remnant of their political ſyſtem ; which being adopted by 


their confidants, dependents, and fellow- ſufferers, made up, by 


degrees, the principles of a party, and ſerved to dignify the diſ- 

carded miniſter with the name of patriot, among thoſe who 

found their account in adhering to him. I 
In all this ſtrange rotation of , miniſters, (will poſterity believe 


it?) there has been but one invj#ble hand, which played theſe 4 


men one againſt another, like ſo many puppets; and having ex- 
poſed them in place, contrived matters ſo as to make it impoſſible 
for them to come into any ſort of underſtanding, one with ano- 
ther, when out of place: a circumſtance, upon which /zs own ſafety 

The main implements employed in theſe operations have been 
5 avoweed 


To be continued every Saturday. Price Two-pence Halfpenny. 
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avowed Tories; men, with whom, a while ago, a well- affected ſub- 
ject would not have aſſociated, out of an apprehenſion of bringing 
his principles in queſtion by keeping ſuch company. Theſe, 
however, being /acquered over with a little court ſun-ſhine, hays 
paſſed for very reputable royaliſts. 
But though theſe were the main, yet were they not the only, 
tools of the GRAN D PurPET- PLAYER. By the ſtrangeſt infatu- 
ation that ever befell men of common ſenſe, numbers of Whigs 
have been drawn in, to mix with theſe motley deſpicable groupes, 
and by their credit and figure have given a ſtrength and cement to 
the peſtilent ſyſtem of the malade imaginaire, which, now that 
ſome of them ſee their error, they will hardly be able to overſet, 
for want of that confidence, which no man can have with a free, 
generous people, who does not preſerve the dignity of a conſiſtent 
. VVA no 
| Theſe mongrel characters, however, whether in or out of 
place, begin now to ſee a neceſſity for putting on a Whig counte- 
nance, to accompliſh their own private projects, though they 
wear it fo awkardly, as not to be able to hide the deteſtable taint 
hey contracted, while in the more immediate ſervice of the 


PuePeET-MASTER. 55 „ 

One or two examples will ſufficiently illuſtrate our ſubject. 
The 9fen/ible STAMPER of America, working by himſelf and his 
tools, to avenge his former diſappointment upon the coloniſts, tells 
us, by his agent, Mentor, [in the Public Advertiſer] how much 
he is in love with parliaments, and how much he aſcribes to their 
power and authority. But being ſtill ſtrongly impregnated with 
the Stuartine particles imbibed while in the ſuite of the Scor, he 
begins with abuſing the parliament of forty-one,. upon whoſe wil- 
dom and ſucceſs it depended, whether Britain ſhould ever thereaf- 
ter have either a limited monarchy, or a free repreſentative ; and 

he who ſhould ſay, that we learned our Revolution-language from 
the maxims of that venerable aſſembly, would not be eaſily con- 
futed.—So much for a Whig-Patriot out of place. 
Ihe tool of another, yet for aught I know in place, who takes 

his denomination from his client, and whom he cries up for a 
ſtaunch Revolution-Whig, pleads, in the very ſame page, with 
great zeal and plauſibility, for reſtraining the liberty of the preſs. 
Il beg the gentleman's pardon, it is only the aby/es of the preſs 
he would reſtrain. But who is to judge of theſe abuſes ? Oh, 
the gentleman and his principal, againſt the world. For how, 
otherwiſe, could he be ſure of coming at the ears of that un- 
lucky fellow Lucius, who diſcovered fo unſeaſonably, that, with 
all our whiggiſm, we were not unmindful of the parting beheſts 
ie /// . 

Is there no conſiſtent Whig, then, to be found in this wide 
world ?—Hardly in the wide world of ſateſinen. One, indeed, 
I know of, and him not in the wide world, but in NARRO V 
DuRAN CE, who has ſaved us the trouble of further examples, 
by becoming the touchſtone of trial for all the reſt. If you can 
find a miniſterial Whig, freſh or ſtale, who, in the courſe of this 
gentleman's ill uſage, hath ſhown the leaſt diſpoſition to befriend 
him, I will give up the point, and take even Mentor's word for 
a conſtitutional patriot. 1 

If you aſk, on what account he is become obnoxious to his 
old friends? I will tell you. Beſides the tacit reproach which 
his inflexible ſteadineſs to the cauſe of public liberty hath caſt 
upon Trimmers of all complexions, he hath had the impudence 
to utter certain propheſies, wherein he foretold the very wr of 

things 
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things we are now contemplating, ſome of us with wry faces, 
and others, in Colle) Cibber's phraſe, with a palpable ignorance 
what to think of it: in theſe enthuſiaſtick trains, he foretold the 
grand apoſtaſy which would happen among a wavering Minority. 
He ſhowed them the dirty puddle through which they would be 
dragged. He pronounced openly to what freaking apologies they 
work be reduced, when called to account before the Tyan, 
for acting, feebly as they did, upon Revolution-principles ; and 
to what ſcorn and contempt of their fellow-ſubje&s they would 
expoſe themſelves, by their baſe retractations. He ſhowed them 
with what facility their faint excuſes, and flimſy pretences, with 
which they gloſſed over their defection, would be ſeen through, 
and ridiculed. And what, indeed, was moſt provoking of all, 
he repreſented them as contentedly fattening upon the penſions 
allotted them, when, being no longer for the Scorchmar's turn, 
they ſhould be diſmiſſed to make room for ſtill meaner and more 
abject tools than themſelves. e Cs LEY 
While the perſons pointed at in theſe predictions kept the form 
of a party, and while the links of the chain which held them to- 
gether, were only wearing away imperceptibly, they were ſmiled 
at, as the airy ſallies of a humorous ſatyriſt. Some, indeed, of the 
graver fort ſaid, he went too far ; but ſtill they bore with him, and 
even careſſed him. But no ſooner did the ful/filment begin to ap- 
pear in ſome ſtriking inſtances, than theſe publick-ſpirited affociates 
deſerted him. The ſnacks of what went through the gridiron, 
could not be had with the frowns of power. To cover their du- 
plicity, they meanly diſtinguiſhed between the cauſe and the nan: 
of the iet they availed themſelves for their own ſecurity ; the latter 
they left to the vengeance of thoſe, who had no other quarrel with 
him, but for eſpoufing that care, and detecting their iniquitous 
attempts to ſubvert it e 5 
In theſe circumſtances, determined, intrepid, ſteady and con- 
fiſtent, he offered his ſervice alternately to two reſpectable bodies 
of his fellow-ſubjets. The firſt, having newly learned the lo- 
gick of diſtinctions, rejected him. The other, deſpiſing the ſo- 
phiſtry, and well knowing what muſt become of the cauſe, when 
the nam was cruſhed, accepted his offer, with a noble ſenſibility 
of his worth; and with a freedom and alacrity, of which it is 
hoped they will, in 20 long time, give the public aNoTHER edify- 
ing example. VVV . 
Here let us ſtop. May the enemies of Great-Britain never 
have an opportunity of telling the reſt with pleaſure. . 
N Jam, SIR, your very humble ſervant, 
- PAOLINT. 


r 
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Temperat omnia Luce. Ovid. 
SIR, i 8 EE 
I Have always been a great admirer of conſiſtency in politicks. 
1 Hence it was long a matter of indignation to me, after the 
Engliſh jus trium liberorum was ſettled by law to be the privilege 
of producing beggars, that our rulers did not iſſue another order, 
for immediately eating at leaſt three-fourths of us. This would 
have ſaved the conſtables, the judges, the hangmen, and ourſelves, 
a great deal of trouble. But ſo equally abſurd are the governors 
and the governed, that we go on begetting children with as little 
concern as we ſay our prayers. We exhauſt our own {trength, 
without ſufficient bread to recruit it; and give being to others, who, 


if 
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if they eſcape dying of hunger, may probably be as filly as our- 
ſelves. 5 
So very ſeverely of late years has the exorbitant price of proviſi- 
ons been felt by almoſt all manner of perſons, that ſome of the 
wiſeſt amongſt us have been very properly employed to find out 
a remedy for this alarming evil. But although many an eighteen- 
penny eſſay has been written, in which many a ſhrewd hint has 
been ſuggeſted, yet it muſt not be diſſembled, that nothing has 
yet been thought of, in any degree, effectual. Indeed it has been 
affirmed, that the late Mr. Charles Townſend would have taught us 
the deſirable art of getting victuals, had he lived ſome time longer. 
But he is gone, and, as general Conway hinted, we may never ſee his 
like again. Others are ot opinion that even /e could not have ſaved 
us from famine. The honourable Mr. Soame Jennyngs declares the 
malady incurable; and adviſes us, ſince ſtarve we muſt, to bear it 
„% EO Les 2 5 
But though very willing to pay all proper deference to my bet- 
ters, I could never yet be prevailed on to fit down quietly and die, 
becauſe they are pleaſed to recommend it. This obſtinate humour 
may, perhaps, be troubleſome to myſelf ; but I hope it has been 


productive of ſome good to others. For I flatter myſelf, I have 
| hit upon a method to lower the price of at leaſt one neceſſary arti- 
cle in houſe-keeping; and as Mr. Jennyngs demonſtrates, that the 


price of one commodity influences that of all the reſt, in as much 


as the price of a pair of leather breeches may affect the price of 


ginger-bread, ſo I have ſome faint glimmerings into futurity, 


which predict the cheapneſs of caudle, from the plenty of 


candles. 


have the pariſh-clerks inſpect carefully into the ſtate of every man, 


woman, or child, that dies within their reſpective pariſhes, and 


if, upon due enquiry, it ſhall appear (what I hope, will appear very 
plainly) that no one corpſe is ever interred, which has not in 
it tallow enough for, at leaſt, one farthing candle, it will follow, 


that we have for many. ages, like the worſt of all miſers, been 
locking up our riches in the earth: we have been neglecting our 
_ own emolument, to line the bellies of ungrateful worms. But 


when a proper application ſhall be made of this zutrinſic worth 


of every one of us, our ſurvivors will enjoy a benefit, which it 


were a great pity any longer to deprive them of, and which per- 
haps will be equal to any other good that ſome of us have done. 
I throw out this innuendo only againſt myſelf and ſome other 
little men. For I am fully determined all my life to reverence 


the ſuperior virtues, wiſdom and piety, of the Lords ſpiritual 


and temporal, the members of the Houſe of Commons, the moſt 
honourable Privy-Council, and all very great men whatſoever.— 
But to return; I apprehend the principal butchers will readily 


enter into any reaſonable agreement with the overſeers, for col- 


lecting the fat of every parith. When that is done, I would pro- 
poſe, that it ſhould be immediately bought. up by the govern- 
ment. The government in that caſe will pay us, as we do them, 
in ready money. That money, as I would not load my country 
_ with uſeleſs offices, might be allowed us by the collectors of the land- 

tax. Some few prudes and petit-maitres may poſſibly object to 
having their bellies opened for this ſalutary purpoſe. For the re- 
lief of all ſuch complainants, I would propoſe to have the body 
honeſtly weighed, and taxed at 48. in the pound; and, to avoid a 
pernicious monopoly even in the government, proviſion ſhould 


be 


What I would propoſe is, that every pariſh-clerk throughout 
England and Wales—1 have no cares for Scotland —I ſay, I would 
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be made for ſeveral pariſhes and individuals, who may be deſirous 
of diſpoſing of their tallow at ſuch markets as they like beſt. 


Let all ſuch pay a ſmall fine, as much as, had their fat been 


ſold in the way propoled, the government might have been 
fairly ſuppoſed to get by ſelling it again. In ſettling this fine 
with the fat-gatherer, it will be proper, as much as poſſible to 
prevent trouble, to conſider that all large cities, collegiate churches, 


colleges, inns of court, and corporation towns, may reaſonably 


be ſuppoſed to be fatter than country villages and ſome cot- 
tages, in the ſame proportion as an alderman is fatter than a 
curate or a ſchoolmaſter. 


I know of no objection, of the leaſt weight, that can be urg- 


ed to this ſcheme, and ſhall therefore obſerve, that the pure love 
of my country is my ſole motive for propoſing it. No man can 
ſuſpect me of any private views, when he is informed, that I 


live in an opulent corporation-town, that I go with the church- 
warden to every viſitation-dinner, am never abſent from. the 
mayor's feaſt, am a great ſtickler at elections, and that, in con- 


ſequence of this manner of life, I am much more purſy than any one 


in the whole place, excepting only the rector, the landlady at 


the Eagle and Child, and Mr. Fungus my next door neighbour, 
who was a ſlop-ſeller in the late war. ” 


But though I live thus comfortably, ſhould my project be 
adopted, I need not mention what additional joy it muſt give all 
good men to conſider, that over-gorging is all for the good of, 
the nation. He that burns candles all night over his bottle, will 


drink with the happy preſage of ſoon being able, from his own 


bowels, to light a brother Bacchanalian. The card- player may 
lay down his bones to reſt, ſince he is hardly worth the open- 


ing. But if he ſhould, after ſo much waſting, afford an ounce 


of greaſe, let him take the honour of affording ſome ſucceeding 


gameſter a candle to curſe the cards and himſelf by. 


Theſe inſtances are ſufficient. All other uſeful profeſſions will | 
experience a proportionable increaſe of happineſs.—Y7ver poſt 


_Funera wirtus I GJam, Sir, your's, &c. 


The following is extracted from a ſenſible Treatiſe lately publiſhed, 
on the DOCTRINE of ATTACHMENTS FOR CONTEMPT ; and 
| as it ſeems to relate particularly to Mr. BIN LEV, the Pubhſher 

of this Paper, we hope it will not be difagreeable to lay it before 


our Readers. 


6 AN any thing be more abſurd than to make a rule on the party, to attend at a cer- 


tain day, in order to ſhew cauſe why an attachment ſhould not be granted againſt 
him, and when he perſonally appears in court, to refuſe him the opportunity of vin- 
dicating himſelf, unleſs he will do it by counſel, who decline to make #rs defence, 


declaring to the court that it is an improper one, that it is ſuch an one as is not fit 


to be heard by the court? Such a proceeding as this would be not only ridiculous, but 
alſo contrary to natural juſtice. For it was held by Edward the Fourth's chancellor 
and judges, that to condemn a perſon without hearing him, or giving him an op- 
portunity of defending himſelf, was contrary to the law of nature, ſuch a proceed- 
ing hath alſo been held illegal and void, by court of B. (a) R. — — 
This denial of juſtice, hath however been termed, grace, favor, indulgence, ten- 
derneſs, and who can deny but that it hath been moſt properly fo too? For ſuppoſe a 
man appears perſonally in court, either out of reſpect to the court, or from his inabi- 
lity to fee counſel to ſpeak for him, in order to make his defence to a charge of having 
publiſhed a contemptuous writing concerning the court, ſuch party is not permitted 
to vindicate himſelf, becauſe his defence is preſumed libellous before it is heard, and 
moſt ju/tly ſo indeed; for what other . can a libeller ſet up, but a libellous de- 
fence; and therefore the court upon ſuch apparent guilt will be obliged to commit 


(a) 9 Edw. 4. 14. a Forteſc. Rep, 206. 2 Lord koym. 1343. dee 0174. 507. E30. 075, 424. 14. pl. 7. 2 did. 9). 
4. Mod. 33. 37. Salk. 187. pl. 1. 2 Salk. 434. 435. 11 Rep. 99. a Sh. 446. 452. Lord Raym. 2. 225 2 Lord Raym. 
1405. 1407. 6 Mod. 41. 8 Mod. 3. 101. 154. 377. 1a Mod. 27. and wavy other Apthorities, wherein the 
judges of B. R. declare the above Doctrine to be law. 
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the party immediately, in order to his anſwering interrogatories in relation to the 
contempt, in cuſtody. 
If the Rule ni is made abſolute for an attachment, on ſhewing cauſe; it is the 
- courſe, that is the law of the court, to ſuffer the party to enter into a recognizance 
with two ſureties, to anſwer the interrogatories ; (he having been previouſſy bound 
to appear at the return of the writ, and appeared accordingly) the ſum, in which the 
party and ſureties are to be bound, is in the diſcretion of the court. 
This diſcretion: of the court hath been thus moſt emphatically defined by one of the 
firſt judges, as well for ability as integrity, in this country. 
«© The diſcretion of a judge is the law of tyrants, it is always unknown; it is 
different in different men, it is caſual, and depends upon conſtitution, temper and 
« paſſion; in the beſt, it is oftentimes caprice, in the worſt, it is way vice, folly; 
and paſſion, to which human nature is liable.“ 
Ir is. not ke. ſince, that the juſtneſs of this definition was remarkably verified ; for 


one judge inſiſted on 2000). bail, Whereas another accepted 200l. for the ſelt· lame 
offene. 


when they are ready, he is ſerved with a written notice of the time, place and perſon 
he is to attend in order to be examined: he is not ſuffered to take a copy, or even ta 
have a fight of the interrogatories previous to his examination; he may indeed de- 
mur to, that is, refuſe to anſwer ſuch of them as are leading or improper, but as the 
-defendant has no time allowed him to conſider of the propriety or tendency of the 
interrogatories, this liberty of demurring to them, is altogether ridiculous, as it al- 
moſt impoſſible for the defendant to avail himſelf of the advantage, if ſuch it be. 


ſides feports his opinion (upon its being moved for, as in civil caſes) to the court, 

Who thereupon diſcharge or puniſh the defendant according to the ſaid report. | 
If the defendant anſwers the interrogatories, they, together with the depoſitions, 
are laid before the maſter, and he proceeds thereon as W „ 


depoſitions, in order to clear or eſtabliſh the contempt. 

Lonce heard a judge declare from the bench, that he was much ſurpriſed at 2 
ſtrange notion which prevailed abroad, viz. That a reflection on one ie Judge 
was not a reflection on the whole court ;” and yet there ſeem authorities in the 

books, to- ſupport this notion, at leaſt ſuch inferences and concluſions naturally re= 
: ſult from them, as make them Caſes in point; for inſtance, 

The court of B. R. will not grant an attachment againſt one for diſobeying an 
order made by a judge at N, prizes (a), (b) the Old Bailey, or at chambers, valek 
the ſame be made a rule of court; and the reaſon given is, for that it is xo contempt to 

. the court of B. R. but only to the judge who made the order (c). 


tempt of the whole court, could lord Ferrers's caſe be determined? which was thus: 


was na contempt to the court, the writ not having iſſued by virtue of a rule of the court, 


but only on the fiat-of a 7 ingle judge at chambers; and the motion was denied, and 
a rule granted for another Habeas Corpus. 
Having ſhewn the nature of contempts, upon what occaſions, and aan . 
attachments have iſſued, and alſo the proceedings thereon, it may not be unreaſona- 
ble to conelude, that they were originally inftituted for the benefit of the ſubject, 


that they were eſtabliſhed to enforce obedience to the commands of courts of j jultice, 
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a power, their proceedings would be oftentimes vague and nugatory. However, it 


does not appear that it was uſual for the courts to extend this unconſtitutional pro- 


wiſely thought neceſſary to ſupport this proceeding, a proceeding wherein the court 
exerciſes the diſtin and peculiar provinces of party, accuſer, judge, evidence, and 


either the authors, printers, or even real publiſhers of contemptuous writings, re- 
flecting on the proceedings or members of courts of juſtice, and never againſt the 


bold aſſertion, I ſhall now proceed to maintain it on the principles of the law and 


examples of former times, which ſeem moſt clearly to prove the above aſſertion; 
ſuch reports, cafes and arguments as may be thought to invalidate. the poiat I con- 


conſtitution. 


Lib. 138. 25 * Pract. Reg. 163. F. 7d) Dig. Lib. 139. (e) Dig. Lib. 138. 


LONDON: Printed for W. BINGLEV, oppoſite Durham-Yard, in the Strand; by 
whom Letters to the NozTHa-BRrITON are K f - and where all the former Numbers 


Wn! 


The defendant having entered into a recognizance, to anſwer interrogatories ; * 


If the defendant refuſes to anſwer the interrogatories, the examiner certifies his 
refuſal to the maſter (a) of the crown office, who upon hearing counſel on both. 


Neither counſel or ſolicitor is admitted on either fide before the examiner, but the 
parties are allowed both before the maſter, and alſo copies of the interrogatories and 


On what other reaſoning, than that a contempt of one ſingle judge i is not a con- 


An Habeas Corpus (d) had iſſued in the vacation for him to bring his counteſs be- 
fore a judge, which the earl not doing, a motion was made the enſuing term for an 
attachment for a contempt in not obeying the writ ; but the court was of opinion it 


that they were founded in neceſũty; for if courts of juſtice were not poſſeſſed of ſuch: | 
ceſs to cafes not attended with thoſe ſpecial circumſtances, which have always been 
jury (e): and they have therefore ſeldom granted this Har- chamber proceſs againſt 


mere ſellers, when any of the others were ameſnable to juſtice: as this is rather a 


the conſtitution, and for this purpoſe ſhall take a curſory view of the precedents and 


tend for, I ſhall endeavour to refute by obſervations drawn from the ſpirit of the 


(a (a) Now Tames Burr: ro, Eſq. (a) "Salk. 24. pl. 3. Bac. Abr. 184. 2 Hawk, Pl. Cr. 154. ( b) Dig, | 
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NUMBER LXXIII. 


To be continued every Saturday. Price Two-pence Halfpenny. 
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1768. 


Specioſa verbis; re inania aut ſubdola: quantoque majore utilitatis 


publicæ imagine tegebantur, tanto eruptura ad gravius damnum. 


TacirT. 
. '7 the NORTH BRITON, 
VVV e 
HHO I mean not, in general, to go out of my road, 


in order to take notice of every filly pamphlet, that may be 


offered to the public in defence of the miniſtry; yet, when any 


thing of this Kind appears, that bears evident marks of coming 
from thoſe who are poſſeſſed of authority, or, at leaſt, from thofe 


WhO formerly were, and may again be, poſſeſſed of authority, 1 


hope it will not be deemed inconſiſtent with my plan, nor prove 
diſagreeable to my readers, if I interrupt a little the courſe of m 
lucubrations to beſtow a few remarks upon it. I ſhall, therefore, 
employ this paper in making ſome obſervations upon a pamphlet 
lately publithed, intitled THE PRESENT STATE OF THE NATION, 


Kc. and ſuppoſed to be the production of the famous American 


 Stamp-maſter. 


The principal points, which this writer labours to prove, are, that 


we were under an abſolute neceſſity of concluding the war at the 


time we did; that the peace has been, or rather indeed will be, 


productive of all the good effects, which can reaſonably be expect- 


ed from it; that the national debt cannot be diſcharged, nor even 

diminiſhed in any conſiderable degree, but by impoſing taxes upon 
America and Ireland; and that the preſent peace eſtabliſhment muſt 
- {till be maintained in its full extent and vigour. But the arguments 


he advances in ſupport of all or of moſt of theſe aſſertions are, to 
the laſt degree, ridiculous. 


As to the firſt, he affirms, that France, which, by his own con- 


feſſion, was reduced to a ſtate of abſolute bankruptcy, was more 


capable of carrying on the war, than England, which was only op- 
preſſed with a pretty heavy debt. But how a maxim ſhould be true 
in a political, which is certainly falſe in a mercantile, ſenſe, I can- 
not well imagine; for a bankrupt merchant ſurely is leſs capable 

of carrying on buſineſs than one that has ſtill credit, though per- 
| haps indebted to double or even to treble the amount of his real 

ſubſtance. I remember, indeed, that, during the war, we had 
a ſet of ſuch wrongheads, who daily held forth, in writing and in 
converſation, that Great-Britain would be ruined by her ſucceſſes, 
and France, of conſequence, ſaved by her laſſes: but how it dip. 
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dened I know not: the people could not comprehend the force of 
their arguments ; and as little, I am perſuaded, will they be able 
to underſtand the ſtrength of this author's reaſoning. There is 
one ſenſe, it muſt be owned, in which a nation may be ruined by 
her ſucceſſes; and that is, that ſuch ſucceſſes may prove fatal to 
her freedom: no nation having ever yet appeared in the world, that 
has been able to preſerve long the freedom of her conſtitution, after 
having greatly extended her conqueſts. . But this is an evil, which, 
if our peace-makers foreſaw it, I believe, they very little dreaded; 
their conduct both at that time, and ever ſince, having been of ſuch 
a nature, as to give us no reaſon to think, that they have any great 
tenderneſs for the liberties of their country. od ng 
It muſt likewiſe be obſerved, that the very ſame cauſes, which, 
towards the concluſion of the war, reduced France to a ſtate of 
bankruptcy, have contributed, ſince that time, to reſtore her to 
her former proſperous and flouriſhing condition. Her want of 
credit obliged her to raiſe her ſupplies within the year; for this 
purpoſe it was neceſſary to impoſe upon the people the moſt in- 
' tolerable taxes; intolerable taxes muſt enhance the price of all 
kinds of commodities ; and the high price of commodities muſt 
ruin her forcign trade, The money allotted for the ſupport of 
her armies, was ſpent either in America or Germany. From the 
former ſhe was prevented from recovering it by the deſtruction of 
her marine: from the latter ſhe had neither merchandize to pur- 
chaſe it, nor credit to borrow it. And thus it may be affirmed, 
that, in the year 1762, the French were reduced to a ſtate of 
. downright beggary. But aliguiſque malo fuit uſus in ilio. Their 
former poverty was the cauſe of. their preſent proſperity. The 
low condition, to which they had been brought, was the reaſon 
of their ſudden and ſurpriſing recovery. A man, who has been 
breught to the gates of death by a violent fever, always recovers 
more ſpeedily, and more ſenſibly, than one who has been brought 
nearly to the ſame condition by a flow conſumption. 5 people, 
being poor, were extremely willing, and being now freed from 
the extraordinary taxes, which ceaſed with the war, were abund- 
antly able to work for low wages. Where the wages are low, 
commodities will be cheap; and cheap commodities will always 
have the preference to thoſe of the ſame goodneſs in foreign mar- 
kets. Thus the French trade, for a very natural and obvious 
' reaſon, has been conſtantly upon the increaſe ſince the peace of 
Paris. ies: „ 8 8 
Contrary cauſes have produced contrary effects in England: 
For, notwithſtanding the great weight of our taxes, it is a noto- 
rious fact, that there was more money in this kingdom at the 
concluſion of the war, than at its commencement. Saame Fen- 
nings, if I rightly remember, computes the difference at no leſs 
than one third- of the national ſpecie. With ſuch a ſuperabund- 
ance of money, therefore, the price of proviſions muſt proportion- 
_ ably riſe : the price of proviſions mult raiſe the price of labour; 
this laſt muſt raiſe the price of manufactures; and high-priced 
_ manufactures cannot find a vent in foreign markets: and thus our 
trade, and, conſequently our money, muſt neceſſarily decreaſe, 
though all the miniſters and all the men in England ſhould hold 
_ their hands about it. For, to uſe a compariſon of one of the firſt 
_ politicians of the age 4, money may be confidered as a fluid, 
which, if, by ſome extraordinary accident, it be raiſed in one 
place above its level, will naturally fink to its former ſtate, when 
all impediments are removed, 
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Dor muſt I omit taking notice of a moſt glaring inſtance of difin= 
genuity in this writer, Who, in enumerating the circumſtances which 
enabled France to continue the war, mentions ſome advantages, 
which are certainly common to her and to England. For inſtance, 
he ſays, p. Io, That, as it muſt ever happen from the policy 
« of that government, (vis. the French government) the laſt 
& troops ſhe ſent into the field were always found to be beſt; 
« and her frequent loſſes ſerved only to fill her regiments with. 
* better ſoldiers.” Now, what is the meaning of this parg= 
graph? Is it not the very ſame with that of a remark, which he 
| had made, in the preceding page, on the Eng/i/t government; 
though without having the candour to draw the ſame concluſion 
from it. The iale, ſays he, p. 9, and the /rentious, had 
long been gleaned from the country, and the Yaborious and in- 
- «© duſtrious muſt now ſupply our levies.” But it is well known 
that the /aborious and induſtrious, who are ſtrong and hardy, prove 
always better ſoldiers, than the idle and licentious, whoſe bodies 
are enfeebled, and their minds debauched, by their looſe and diſ- 
orderly courſe of life, And what other reaſon but this can be 
aſſigned, why the laſt troops, which France ſends into the feld;- 
mould always be the beſt, and her frequent loſſes only ſerve to 
fill her regiments with. better ſoldiers? _ CN 
The fame ſophiſtry and fallacious reaſoning appears in the fol- =_ 
lowing paragraph in the ſame page: The glory,” ſays he, «© f q 
the prince was a reſource that ſtill remained for engaging the bo 
French ſubjects to ſerve without pay, and the military hongurs 3 
had not yet been held ont as the rewards of gratuitous ſervice.” 9 
But, whatever may be the feelings of this right honourable 
gentleman, and others of his kidney, who, I believe, have nd 
farther regard for their country, than as ſhe affords them an op- 
portunity of preying upon her vitals, I will take upon me to af- 
- firm, that the love of one's country is as ſtrong and as, general a 
principle in the breaſts of Engliſhmen, as the glory of the Grand 
Monarch is in the breaſts of Frenchmen. 5 . 
This gentleman's chicanery, great as it is, Is full exceeded by 
his inſolence. Sir Robert Walpole, I remember, in the year 1733, 13 
called the Britith merchants a ſet of ffurdy beggars. But this | in 
gentleman goes a ſtep farther, and calls them downright liars and .. 
' #mpoſiors. The merchants, it ſeems, had premilſed, or rather, 
indeed, infinuated (for they could not abſolutely promiſe) that if 
the Stamp Adi was repealed, the orders for goods from America 1 
would be much larger in 1766, than they had been in 1765. In 1 
theſe promiſes, however, or more properly conjectures, they hgaap- 1 
pened to be; diſappointed; at leaſt they were ſo, if we take this 
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gentleman's word for it; and therefore he adds, cc 80 greatly Ki 
e was the adminiſtration and parliament abuſed by thoſe (v2. the 1 


« merchants) they confided in, and fo dangerous 1s it to allow 
« intereſted traders to direct the meaſures of government.“ Now, 

admitting the truth of the aflertion—of which, however, there is 
ſome reaſon to doubt —all that can be ſaid of it is, that the ſeeds 
col Jealouſy had been ſown fo thick, and had taken ſuch deep root 1 
by the pernicious ſchemes of this arbitrary Stamp-maſter, that the SE 
Americans could not lay aſide their apprehenſions ſo ſoon as the Bri- #| 
riſi merchants expected; and indeed it is to be feared, as matters 1 
now ſtand, it will be a long time before they can lay them aſide. As 1 

to the « danger of allowing intereſted traders to direct the meaſures 
of government, I am fully ſatisfied in my own mind, and ſo, I i 
dare ſay, are ninety-nine in a hundred of the good people of Exg- = £ 

| 
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LA 


land, that it would have been much happier for the nation, if the 
meaſures of government, for theſe eight years paſt, had been Ver 
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rected ſolely by traders, inſtead of thoſe who have had the 


direction of them. Our affairs might, -probably, have been in a 
better ſituation : they could not poſſibly be in a worſe. 


As to the advantages of the peace, this author very wiſely refers 


us to ſome future period; conſcious, I ſuppoſe, that we have not 


yet received, nor are likely ſoon to receive, any conſiderable 


benefits from it. Whenever we engage in another war, he ſays 


we ſhall then feel the good effects of it; as we ſhall be able to 
carry on our military operations at a much leſs expence ; a piece 


of confolation, in my opinion, nearly a-kin to that which a 
| knaviſh ſolicitor gave to his client, who, after having exhauſted 


his whole fortune in proſecuting a cauſe in Chancery, was told by 


his folicitor, by way of comfort, that, if ever he had another 
cauſe there, he would be able to finiſh it for one half the ſum. 


But the obſervations, which he makes on the concluſion of the 


peace, are too curious to paſs unnoticed. * Whether,” ſays he, 
p. 11, © by the ſubſequent treaty Great-Britain obtained all that 
„ might have been obtained, is a queſtion, to which thoſe only 


% who were acquainted with the /ecrets of the French and Spaniſh 


e cabinefs, can give an anſwer, Now I will venture to ſay, that 


this wretched quibble (for it is no better) might be given as a fa- 
tisfactory reaſon for any peace, or for every peace, which this 
nation has made with the courts of Paris or Madrid. For who 
is acquainted with the /ecrets of the French and Spaniſh cabinets ? 


The miniſters, to be ſure, and they only; and their word, there- 
fore, and theirs only, is to he taken for the goodneſs or badneſs 


of the treaty. © The correſpondence,” adds he, . relative to 


„ that negociation has not been laid before the public; for the 
« {aft parhament approved of the peace as it was, without thinking 


it neceſſary to . whether better terms might not have been 


gad.“ A very fine compliment to the laſt parliament truly! 
and a very juſt compliment, too, I believe: for ſuch was the 
blind and flaviſh ſubmiſſion of that venal aſſembly to the dictates 
of the miniſter, that I have no doubt but they would have ap- 
proved of the peace, had we even reſtored to the enemy all the 


conqueſts we had gained. But, de mortuts nil nifi bonum: that 


odious afſembly is now gone; and, I truſt in God, we ſhall never, 


hereafter, be curſed with ſuch another. %%% ] ù ö] 
As to the amount of our national debt, which this author 


computes at 148 millions at the concluſion of the war, and 141 


millions at preſent, I ſhall not diſpute the exactneſs of his calcu- 
lations. The debt, I believe, is very great; and I am ſure it is 
double, if not treble, of what it ought to have been, had mat- 
ters been managed with that economy, which has been ſo much 
talked of, and ſo little practiſed. For I am firmly perſuaded 
that the government never, really and actually, ſtands in need of 
one ſhilling, that two, if not three, ſhillings are not levied upon 
the people; witneſs the immenſe fortunes that were ſudden] 

and almoſt miraculouſly raiſed during the late war; and all, too, 


out of the money of the public. 


For my own part, I can form no other idea of the national debt, 
than that it is a political engine for extracting money out of the poc- 
kets of the people, and transferring it into the pockets of our mini- 
ſters and placemen. The government, for inſtance, wants a million 
of money: three millions are inſtantly levied upon the people. The 
million, that is wanted, is ſoon ſpent, and returns among the 
people, without their being obliged to pay any intereſt for it. 
But the remaining two millions are lent to them again at a very 
high intereſt: and thus our miniſters and placemen, by their 


juggling and legerdemain tricks, have at laſt brought the people 


under 
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under a neceflity of paying near five millions annually for the loan 
of their own money. Thelc five millions, added to above three 
millions for the peace eſtabliſhment, and about one million for the 


civil liſt, make nine millions yearly. Suppoſe now that theſe nine 


millions are one third of the current ſpecie of the kingdom. It 
will thence follow, that the price of proviſions, and of all other 
commodities, mult be raiſed one third by the taxes impoſed for the 


payment of this ſum. And thus the people of Great-Britain pay 


one third of their ſubſtance, or, which amounts to the ſame thing, 
labour one third of their time, or two days in a week, for the be- 


nefit of their miniſters and placemen ; and, during that time, they 


are as arrant ſlaves to them, as the Poliſh peaſants are to their ty- 
rannical lords, or the American negroes to their cruel maſters. 
Such are the bleſſed effects of our immenſe national debt, and of 


our numerous and intolerable taxes! The people of England are 


thereby deprived of their liberty for two days in the week, or four 
months 1n the year. Could they, indeed, contrive matters ſo, as 
to live without victuals and cloathing for theſe two days in the 


week or theſe four months in the year, they might Mill retain 


their liberty. But this is a remedy, which would be worſe than 
the difeaſe, and which they will hardly, I believe, be perſuaded to 
put in practice. | l 


How then is this debt to be diſcharged ? For by the ridiculous 
method, in which our preſent miniſters proceed, it will never be 
diſcharged, and ſcarcely even diminiſhed; and to ſay the truth, 


whatever they may pretend, nothing, I am convinced, is farther 
from their intention. They have too long taſted the ſweets of 


ſuch a traffic, willingly to forego ſuch a lucrative commerce. 1 


will juſt take the liberty of hinting at one ſimple plan, which, in 


my opinion is the only rational plan that can ever be ſuggeſted, 
though I frankly confeſs I deſpair of ſeeing a miniſter, that will 


have the virtue and the courage to carry it into execution. 
Inſtead of continuing our peace eſtabliſhment in its full extent and 
vigour, as this author propoſes and repeatedly urges, let it be 


reduced to one fifth, one ſixth, or even to one ſeventh of What 
it .is at preſent. Inſtead of maintaining an uſeleſs army of 47 
thouſand men, let it be reduced, as it was in the reign of queen 
Anne, and even in that of king George the Firſt, to feven or 


eight thouſand. For to what purpoſe, in God's name, ſhould we 
kept up ſuch a numerous army? Is it to defend us againſt the 
attacks of foreign enemies? Our navy and our militia are our 


only firm and conſtitutional defence againſt this and againit every 


other danger. Or is it indeed ? But here I muſt ſtop ſhort ; for 
I cannot believe the malicious ſuggeſtions of ſome turbulent ſpirits, 
who aflert, that our army is kept up, not to defend us againſt foreign 


enemies, but to over-awe the people of England themſelves, who, 


labouring, as they do, under a thouſand hardſhips, are filled with 


ſuch a ſpirit of diſcontent, that they could not otherwiſe be re- 
tained in order. If this be the caſe, our ſituation is truly 
deſperate. A numerous army muſt occaſion heavy taxes; heavy 
taxes muſt encreaſe the diſcontents of the people ; and thus the 
army, the taxes, and the diſcontents of the people, muſt go on 


encreafing in a regular proportion, till at laſt matters come to a 


crifis;; a criſis, however, which, I firmly truſt in God, is yet at a 
great diſtance, and which I ſincerely pray may never happen in 


our days, nor in the days of our children. 

The truth is, all the great governments of Europe (as all great 
governments ever did and ever muſt prove) have become intolg- 
rably burthenſome and oppreſſive to the ſubject; and to ws cul, 
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he ſays, * that dignity can only be reſtored to government, and a 


and ability.“ But can theſe good effects be ever produced by 


Hirſt board in the kingdom, or in cloſe conference with his ſove- 
reign on the weighty affairs of ſtate, is ſuch a violation of all the 


rules of decency, as muſt expoſe any government to | contempt 
and deriſion. | 


7, Sag 


att: for into read 10. P. 427. L. 5. from the bottom: for care read caſe. P. . 1 28. for 


” YL ONDON: Printed for w. PINGLEY, 83 Ban | in the 8 by 
whom Letters to the NozTn-Braron are received 3 : and where all the former Numbers 


iar and Forty-Seven Liverymen of London, the declared Enemies of General War- 
rants, Seizure of Papers, &c. who voted at the laſt General Election for Joun WILEEõ 


Extract from Mr. Livingſton's Letter to the Biſhop of L—f &c. &c. 


442 TAE NORTH BRITON. No. 5; 


I believe, more than to any fear of loſing their liberties, or any 
deſire of throwing off their dependance, ought to be aſcribed the 


unconquerable averſion, which the Americans have diſcovered, to 


ſubmit to any taxes impoſed upon them by the Britiſh legiſlature: 
apprehenſive, as they muſt be, judging of the future by the paſt, 
that the taxes laid upon them would not contribute, in the leaſt, 
to diminiſh the taxes in England; but that they, as well as their 
Engliſh brethren, muſt expect to be loaded with the moſt inſup- 
Sortable burthens. I therefore imagine, that the famous Stamp- 
maſter will find it extremely difficult to perſuade the Americans, 
and ſtill more the Lriſi, to ſubmit to the taxes, which he pro- 
poſes to lay upon them. _ 
I have not room to purſue this author through all his abſurdi. 
ties: but this is a taſk which would require a pamphlet almoſt as 
large as his own. I will only farther obſerve, that, however much! 
maydiffer from him in other points, I heartily agree with him, where 


e love of order and ſubmiſſion to the laws inculcated among the 
6 people, by committing the adminiſtration to men of virtue 


ſetting a raſh, hair-brained, and profligate youth at the head 
of the miniſtry ? To ſee the fame perſon this evening attending a 
common ſtrumpet to the opera, and the next day preſiding at the 
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8 few copies of the 710 Number of chis paper having been 3 off 3 
thoſe readers, into whoſe hands they have fallen, will, it is hoped, be ſo good as to excuſe 


and amend the following ERRATA : 


P. 426. L. 13. from the bottom: for fecretaryſhips have been commoners, read fecretaryſhips 
have been beſtoaued upon commoners L. 12. from the bottom: for engaged read engrofſed. L. 


.as read tis. P. 430. L. 19. tor abſolute ata real h Oy 
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your paper. I therefore hope you will give it a place as ſoon as 
convenient, and am, Sir, yours, cc. 3 1 
. A BRITISH FREEHOLDER. 


To the FREEHOLDERS, CITIZENS, and BUR GHERS of GREAT - 
. . BRITAIN. | Phe 
GENTLEMEN, 

ERMIT me to embrace the preſent opportunity of con- 
| gratulating you, and the public in general, on the auſpicious 
event of the meeting of a new parliament; a parliament, I hope, 
as different from the laſt as light is from darkneſs. You cannot 
have forgot, Gentlemen, you have, alas! but too much reaſon to 
remember, the venality and corruption of the /a/# parliament, which, 
notwithſtanding the depravity of the times, has not, I believe, had 
its equal in England ſince the penſionary parliament of king Charles 
II. Compoſed, like that, in a great meaſure, of placemen, they 
were ever ready to pay the molt blind and implicit obedience to 
the commands of the miniſter for the time being; nor do I, in- 
-deed, recollect a ſingle inſtance of their deviating from this odious 
and deteſtable maxim, except in their paſſing the &2// of 1ndemnity 
for ſecuring the miniſters againſt the penalties they had incurred 
by laying an embargo upon the ſhipping to prevent the exportation 
of corn. But it is eaſy to diſcover their motive for taking a ſtep 
ſo different from their uſual conduct. The time of a general 


election was now faſt approaching, and they were deſirous, if poſ- 
5 ſible, 
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fl 85 to e in ſome ſmall ſtock of popularity againſt that critical 
and alarming period. But, happily for the ration; their deſigns 
were 1859 th: rough, and were effectually diſappointed. With a 
ſpirit of independence, which does honour to your character, you 
rejected, at leaſt in many places, their applications and entreaties ; 
and you choſe, in their room, a ſet of gentlemen of more generous 
and patriotic principles. As you have, theretore, in ſome degree, 
cleared the houſe of Commons from theſe pernicious and deſtructive 
vermin, you have reaſon to expect, from the preſent parliament, a 
redreſs of thoſe grievances, under which you and the reſt of the 
nation have ſo long laboured. 

A new parliament, as matters now ſtand, and as ſeptennial 
parliaments ſtill continue in being, may be conſidered as a kind of 
new ara in the Engh/h conſtitution: for, as no parliament is tied 
down by the acts of preceding ones, the lives, the liberties, and 
the properties of their fellow ſubjects are, during the ſpace of ſeven 
years, entire! y at their diſpoſal. I ſhall, therefore, take the free- 
dom of pointing out to you, by way of comfort, a few of thoſe 
grievances, ſome of them of longer, and ſome of ſhorter ſtanding, 


which you may hope to ſee redreſſed by the preſent parliament; 


and which, if they are not redreſſed in time, may, in the end, 
prove fatal to the liberties of this country. And the firſt grievance 


J ſhall beg leave to mention, is the great number of penſioners 


and placemen that are allowed to ſit in the houſe of Commons. 
This, indeed, is a grievance of ſo dangerous and alarming a nature, 


that more than one act hath been made to prevent the evils that 


may poſſibly ariſe from it. The commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, of 
the Exciſe, of the Poſt and Stamp-offices, and ſome other place- 


men, are thereby excluded from a ſeat in parliament. But though 


theſe acts may have been ſufficient at the time they were made, 
they are by no means ſufficient at preſent. The places under the 
government are daily growing more numerous and more lucrative ; 
and, therefore, it ſhould ſeem to follow, that there is a growing 
neceſſity ſor ſucceſſive place-bills; and that, if ſuch ſucceſſive 


place- bills ſhould not take effect, the conſtitution of England muſt 


be ruined by the very courſe of things, even though our miniſters 


ſhould never be guilty of one arbitrary or tyrannical act. 

The number of members in the lower houſe is 558: half that 
number is 279. Now let us only ſuppoſe, that 280 of the mem 
bers are penſioners or placemen. I then ſay, the freedom and in- 
dependence of the lower houſe, and, of conſequence, its real 
weight and importance in the legiſlature, are as effectually de- 
ſtroyed, as if they were aboliſhed by act of parliament. It is poſſible, 
indeed, that, even in ſuch a caſe, the houſe migat ſtill be ſuffered 
to ſubfiſt. It might ſtill be permitted to give its aſſent to all bills 
that are paſſed. It might even be indulged with the now eſſen- 
tial, but then vain, privilege of beginning money bills, as uſual. 
But that would be all. Theſe privileges it would enjoy in appear- 
ance, not in reality. All bills would then be projected in the 


cabinet council, that dangerous inſtitution of modern days. They 


would be afterwards matured and properly digeited in the privy 
council ; and, being laid before the houſe by fome creature of the 
court, the ey would be as ſure of obtaining its concurrence, as the 
French Ii 7217's edicts are of being regiſtered by his parliaments. 


Lord 
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Lord Bolingorote ſays pertinently on this ſubject: To deſtroy 
« Britiſh liberty with an army of Britons, is not a meaſure ſo ſure 
ment, is a flower, but might prove a more effectual method; and 
two or three hundred mercenaries in the two houſes, if they 
could be lifted there, would be more fatal to the con/iiturion, 
than ten times as many thouſands in red and in blue out of 
« them. Parhaments are the true guardians of liberty. For this, 

principally, they were initituted ; and this is the principal article 
of that great and noble truſt, which the collective body of the 


flavery can be ſo effectually brought and fixed upon us, as par- 
liamentary flavery. By the corruption of parliament, and the ab- 
ſolute influence of a Ain g, or his iniſter, over the two houſes, 


parhaments were inſtituted ; and are really governed by the arbi- 
«© bitrary will of one man. Our whole conſtitution is at once diſ- 


tegrity, which depends on the freedom and independency of par- 
lament, is the Key-ſtone that keeps the whole together. If 
this be ſhaken, our conſtitution totters : if it be quite removed, 


„ our conſtitution falls into ruin. That noble fabric, the pride of 
«© Britain, the envy of our neighbours, raiſed by the labour of fo 


many centuries, repaired at the expence of ſo many millions, 
« and cemented by ſuch a profuſion of blood; that noble fabric, 


Traces of giants, may be demoliſhed by a race of pygmies. The 


* for ſuch a conqueſt.“ 


But however great the venality of a placeman, the venality of a 


penſioner is infinitely greater. A placeman, I can conceive, may 


have ſome principles of honour, and may ſometimes prefer the in- 


tereſt of his country to his own private advantage; an opinion, 
which we have ſeen more than once confirmed by the conduct of 
ſome of our preſent placemen. And, indeed, as the intereſt of the 
prince and the people, if rightly underſtood, is the ſame, there 


may be no great harm in having ſome placemen.in parliament : the 


danger only ariſes from too great a proportion. But a penſioner is a 
wretch, who has no ſort of principle: like a common proſtitute, 


he is ever ready to ſell himſelf to the higheſt bidder ; and as the 


miniſter, it is certain, can afford to bid the higheſt, and indeed is 


the only perſon that has any inducement to bid at all, the penſtoner 
1s always ſure to be engaged in his ſervice. And when thus engaged, 
for his bribe or his penſion, he is willing to give his vote as his patron 
directs him. . . 

It may not, however, be improper to obſerve, that there is a 
difference between a bribe and penſion, A bribe is given for a par- 
ticular job. A penſion is a conſtant and continual ſalary: fo that a 
jobber is only a kind of day-labourer, hired upon occaſion, and 
to afliſt at a dead lift; whereas a penner is a domeſtic ſervant, 
hired by the year, and obliged to do ail the dirty buſineſs of the 


houſe. 


of ſucceſs, as ſome people may believe. To corrupt the parlia- 


people of Britain repoſes in the repreſentative. But then no 


we return into that ſtate, to deliver or ſecure us from which 


« ſolved. Many ſecurities to Liberty are provided; but the in- 


I ſay, which was able to reſiſt the united efforts of fo many 


integrity of parliament is a kind of palladium, a tutelary goddeſs, 
who protects our ſtate. When ſhe is once removed, we become 
the prey of any enemies. No Agamemnon, no Achilles, will 
* be wanted to take our city. Therfites himſelf will be ſufficient 
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houſe. It muſt likewiſe be remarked, that there is ſomething very 


No. 74. 


unaccountable and prepoſterous in the uſual miniſterial method of 
diſtributing penſions. The original intention of them was, no 
doubt, for the maintenance of ſuch perſons as, by misfortunes, 
were brought to want, and put out of a capacity of ſupporting 
themſelves by work or otherwiſe. To ee the crown uſed to ex- 
tend its charity; and generally proportioned the /arge/s to the ne- 
ce//ity or condition of the perſon, to whom it was given. But in the 
political manner of giving them—by ſtrange inverted principles of 
charity—the penſion is not ſuited to the want of the party, but 
given in proportion to his abundance:; and is leſs or larger, accord- 
ing as he doth or doth not ſtand in need of it: for it would be an 
unpardonable affront to offer any perſon, who hath fen thouſand 


pounds a year, a leſs penſion than two or three thouſand. 
It is commonly reported of a young no 


bleman, towards the cloſe 


of the laſt century, that he was wont to complain of the then lord- 
treaſurer for allowing him too ſmall a penfron. ** 1 thall let the 

great man know”, ſaid he, that I am not a veggarly lord; for 

* though my eſtate is not very large at preſent, it is a grating eftate; 

and therefore, if he depends on my vote on all occaſions, I ſhall 

expect either to have my penſion enlarged, or to have it paid out 

*© of the privy purſe, tÞ prevent all deductions.” But though this 

young nobleman might have a larger allowance than ſome of his 

4 brother penſoners, yet could not he be more eager and importunate 

An demanding the punctual payment of it. For it is well known, that 
the lord- treaſurer Danby uſed to complain, that he was almoſt plagued 

out of his liſe at the end of each ſeſſion ; the members, at thoſe ſeaſons, 
focꝶing about him for their pay, like ſo many jackdaws for cheeſe. In 

what light theſe honourable or right honourable mercenaries may 


appear to others, I know not; but, for my own part, I could never 
conſider them in any other manner than as a ſort of fall, overgrown 
charity- children belonging to the court. I think they ſhould be 
obliged to wear badges ; or at leaſt they ought to be liſted with the 


band of penſioners; and ſtand, in decent order, on a Sunday, with 


their red coats, and partizens in their hands, 


ceſſion to chapel. 225 


as the king goes in pro- 


How unfit theſe perſons are, at leaſt how unfit they were deemed 
to be in the reign of ing Charles the Second, for being members of 
parliament, may be eaſily learned from the following ſpeech deliv- 

ered in the lower houſe, by Sir Francis Winnington about the year 
1680. The laſt houſe of Commons,” ſays he, being ſenſible 
* how narrowly this nation eſcaped being ruined by a ſort of 
* monſters, called PENSIONERS, who fate in the late /ong parlia- 
«© ment, had entered into a conſideration, how to prevent the like 
« fromcoming into future parliaments ; and in order thereto reſol- 
* ved, that they would ſeverely chaſtiſe ſome of thoſe, who had 
«© been guilty, and make the beſt laws they could to prevent the 
« like for the future. And for that purpoſe a committee was ap- 
pointed, of which Mr. Serjeant Gregory, now judge Gregory, 
« was chairman; by which, many papers relating to that affair 
« came into his hands. Mr. Speaker, I think it a buſineſs of fo 
„ great importance, that it ought never to be forgotten, nor the 


* proſecution of it deferred. 


| I have often heard, that England can 
« never be deſtroyed but by ig To have ſuch parhaments, was 


% the 


was the molt likely way that ever was invented. I remember a 
e great lawyer ſaid in this houſe, when it was debated in the laſt par- 
* liament, that it was TREASON ; and he gave many learned argu- 
% ments to make it out. Whether it be ſo or no, I will now de- 


„ bate. But I think, that when they, who are the legiſlators of 


« the nation, take bribes to undermine the laws and government 
« of this nation, they ought to be chaſtiſed as 7raytors. It was 
« my fortune to ſet here a little while in the lang parliament. 


« ] did obſerve, that all thoſe, who had perſons, and moſt of 


„ thoſe, who had tes, voted all of. a fide, as they were di- 
« rected by ſome great officer, as exactly as if there buſineſs in 
« this houſe had been to preſerve their perfions and offices, and 
« not to make laws for the good of them, who ſent them here. 


« How ſuch perſons could any way be 2%, for the fupport 


« of the government, by preſerving a fair underſtanding between 
« the 4ing and his people; but, on the contrary, how dangerou; 
« to bring in arbitrary power, I leave to every man's judgment. 
<< They were ſo far from being the frue repreſentatives of” the 
% PEOPLE, that they were a diſtin, middle intereſt between the 
« king and the people; and their chief end was to ſerve ſome 
great miniſter of ſtate, though never ſo oppolite to the true 
« intereſt of the nation.” Another grievance, Gentlemen, which 
you may expect to ſee redreſſed by the preſent parliament, is the 


long continuance of parliaments themſelves ; I mean the repeal of 


the ſeptennial, and the reſtoration of the triennial aff. That long 


parliaments frequently have been, and till are a grievance, will 


be denied by no one, who is in the leaſt acquainted with the 
hiſtory of England, Before the Revolution we had two lony 
parliaments ; the former of which overturned the conſtitution, and 
the latter had well nigh enſlaved the nation. Triennial parliaments 


were reſtored by king William, and repealed upon the acceſſion of 
the preſent family; and, ever ſince this laſt period, the influence 


of the crown over the two houſes has been growing every day 
more powerful and extenſive. That ſeptennial parliaments were 
neceflary, in ſome meaſure, at the time they were eſtabliſhed, I 
will readily allow, as the nation muſt otherwiſe have been diſtracted 
with a new election, during the exiſtence of a dangerous rebellion. 
But, ſure, it was not neceſſary to make this act perpetual. That 


parliament might have been continued for a few years longer; and 5 
all ſubſequent ones might have remained upon the old footing, and 


been only triennial. J have heard of many worthy gentlemen, who 
repented of having been perſuaded to conſent to this act; and yet 
were as zealouſly attached to the preſent royal famsly, as any per- 
ſons in the kingdom. It hath undoubtedly created a molt pro- 
digious change in our conſtitution ; which, in time, may endanger 
it; and, I wiſh I could not ſay, may poſſibly deſtroy it. H cor- 
ruption ſhould ever get footing in the houſe of Commons, the people 
will be hard put to it to preſetve their liberties, when reduced to 
the neceſſity of ſtruggling for them, /ever years together, with their 
own repreſentatives. Methinks, as there is a law already in force 
to prevent bribery in the PEOPLE, it would not be amiſs to have 
one enacted, to prevent it in the SENATORS, when they are choſen; 


and it is not impoſſible, that this very /eprennial bill may, ſome. 


time or other, introduce it among them. The beſt way to pre- 
| | vent 
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448 Tirz NORTH BRITON. No. 74 
vent it would be by changing them often; in which caſe the crown 
could not fo well find its account in bribing them ; and the people 
would have more frequent opportunities of changing their members, 
whenever they had reaſon to be ſuſpicious of their deſigns, or dif- 
ſatisfied with their conduct. 

The only objections I ever heard. againſt triennial parliaments, 
are, that the frequent return of elections naturally tends to pro- 
mote a ſpirit of licentiouſneſs among the people ; that, ſo far from 
reſtraining, as is by ſome pretended, it rather ſerves to encourage, 
the practice of bribery and corruption; that three years is too 

ſhort a time to accompliſh any thing of great moment ſor the 

antereſt and advantage of the nation; that the firſt ſeſſion is gene- 
rally ſpent i in the determination of elections; in the ſecond ſome- 
thing is done; but that the laſt ſeſſion is uſually as much loſt as 
the firſt; gentlemen s minds running ſo much on the approaching 
election, as to think of nothing elſe: and the fear, alſo, of diſo- 
+bliging their eleclors, on fo near a view of a new choice, throws 

A great. bias on their conduct in parliament, to the prejudice of the 
public ſervice; ſo that, in this ſhort term of three years, there 1 18 
little more than the work of one year done. 

But the firſt argument, if it proves any thing, proves too much : | 
for the ſame objection might be made to /eprennal parliaments; and 
1 dare {ay ſome people are ſo diſguſted at the late ſpirit of licentiouſ- | 
neſs which prevailed in the nation, that they could heartily wiſh never 

to ſee another election in England. Nor is the ſecond objection a 
-whit better founded ; for it would be ſtrange, indeed, if _ 
candidates, who purchaſe their ſeats in perliament, ſhould 
more for a #rienma!, than a ſeptennial one; or if ſuch cle, as 

{ell their voices, ſhould not have arithmetick enough to proportion 
the prices to the times, for which they chuſe their repreſentatives. 
As to the third objection, it is totally inconſiſtent with fact and 
experience; for 'tis well known that the affairs of this kingdom 
were carried on for ſome hundreds of years, not by ſeptennial, nor 
even by triennial, but by annual parliaments only; and our hiſtories | 
for that time do not acquaint us with any complaints Made of the 
ſhortneſs of their duration. 

With regard to the time conſumed in determining 8 
elections, lets, I apprehend, would be ſufficient for that purpoſe, if 
parliaments were zriennial; as a ſeat in the houſe being thereby 
rendered of ſhorter continuance, and of leſs importance, fewer arts 
we of courſe, be employed in perplexing and confounding the 

ghts of the electors. As to the laſt objection, it is really ſome- 

Kh 4 curious, though I have actually heard it made; and, inſtead 
of being an-argument againſt, it is certainly one of the ſtrongeſt 
arguments for, trienntal farliaments, that can poihbly be advanced : 
for if members think they may act in the houſe without the leaſt 
regard to the intereſt of their conſtituents, parliaments, J am ſure, 
on ght not to be barely 7r7ennal; they ought even to be annual. The 
ether grievances, which you may expect to ſee redrefled, I ſhall 
take an occahon to explain to you in ſome ſubſequent letter. In 
the mean time, I am gentlemen, your moſt humble ſervant, 

A BRITISH FREEHOLDER. 
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H E pubne hath Arend dern b that Mr. 

Bingley was, on Monday laſt, committed to the 
"ik g 's-Bench priſons for not if in bail fo 7 anfiver interro- 
gatories, on oath. 

He would have offered, by his council, the reaſons con- 
tained in the following addreſs, or have delivered the ſame 
himſelf, could he have been heard, in either mode.—But he 
was told he came uo late. That the rules for the attach- 

ments having been made abſolute, and attachments iſſued *, 
etwas contrary to the rules and practice of the court, aig 
that his council would not, nay could not deny it, becauſe 
it was the truth. Mr. Bingley wanted to make a diſtinction 
between hig caſe, and that of all others, who had ever en- 
tered into recognizances to anſwer, and had anſwered inter- 
Togatories ; and did not conceive the rules, &c. above al- 
luded to, were, like the eternal and immutable rules of truth 
and Santis, never to be departed from.—He ſuppoſed the 1 


hens * — 


5 He had been confined in Newgate ten weeks ol two days, by 
virtue of thoſe attachments, 


rules 
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Prayer to be 


heard. 


Right of de- 
febee. 


Taz NORTH BRITON. No. x. 
rules of the court might have been diſpenſad with, when a 


bject ſtood on his defence againſt a mode of proceeding, he 


conceived z/legal and unprecedented. But he was farther told, 

he ſhould have offered his reaſons before the rules for the at- 
tachments were made abſolute.—On the firſt rule which 
iſſued againſt him as publiſter of No. 50 of this paper, he 


would have ſhewn cauſe, but the court refuſed to hear him, 
on the iyſe dixit of his then attorney, that the defence he 
wanted to offer, was not it to be heard in that court. 


That refuſal, induced him to think it was unneceſſary to 
| attempt to ſhew cauſe againſt the rule that iſſued on the 
publication of No. 51. 


Being afterwards bailed; on. the attachments, and at li- 
berty to conſult other perſons, on his unhappy ſituation, he - 


was adviſed to u, whether the court would indulge him 


with a hearing, either by himſelf, or council, when 
called upon to put in bail to anſwer interrogatories, pro- 
vided he did not attempt to offer any thing, which might 


give the court freſh cauſe of culplexture — him. 


But he could 07 obtain that indulgence. He was told, 
when he had complied with what was cuſtomary, 7. e. the 
putting in bail, for the purpoſe mentioned before, he might | 
| by his council be heard againſt any particular interrogato- > 
ries ; but his obje&10n was, to the anſwering of any interroga- 


tories whatever. 


The reaſons for ſuch objettion, 1 are contained in the fol- 


lewinw addreſs, which he ſubmits to the opinion of the in- | 


partial public, intending to purſue the hint thrown out by 


one of the judges, and make an application to PARLIAMENT | 
for relief. 


My Lozps, 


I Beg leave to be heard, not to give offence to this honourable 
court, but, as ſtanding here charged with a contempt, to 


defend myſelf, with all that deference to the laws of my 


country, and to this high court of criminal juriſdiction, with 
which every ſubject ought to demean himſelf; and yet with 
that becoming ſpirit, and reſolution, which, on an occaſion 
like this, ought to be exerted by every Engliſhman. 


I moſt humbly conceive, that as I am charged with a cri- 
minal accuſation, the laws permit me to defend myſelf, and 
that this honourable court will not condemn me unheard. 


I would 


* 
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I would firſt, my Lords, conſider the offence with which I bn of wb: 
am charged, and then offer to your lordſhips what I have to 
ſay in my defence, on the preſent occaſion. I mean, my Lords, 
only ſo far as relates to the entering into a recognizance, to 
anſwer interrogatories. 


With reſpe& to the Hence, I conceive there is a very Ato0rrzxcn 
eſſential difference between an act which may be called a 
contempt, being committed in the face of a court of juſtice, 
and an act committed not only out of court, at a diſtance 
from it, but even at a time when the court was not ſitting. _—— 

I ſhall not here, or on this occaſion, attempt to ſay, Aires of 
whether the papers, for which I have been called before this 1 
court, are, or are not defenſible.—I would, however, obſerve, 
that the firſt is addreſſed to, and only concerns, one of the 
judges of this honourable court; that I am only charged, in 
fact, as the mere vender, or ſeller of both the papers, in the Ste. 
courſe of my trade; and that the publication zmplied by law, 
was Rot in the face of this court, but in my own thop in the 
Strand. Had I been guilty of a contempt, in the preſence of 

the court, I am informed, I might have been /egally com- Jer nn 

| mitted, at the time of offending ; but committed, my * ee. 
Lords, in execution, as for puniſhment, by virtue of that 

power which is inherent in every court of judicature ; neceſ- 
farfly inherent ; as otherwiſe there would be a failure in the 
adminiſtration of juſtice. x | 


But ſuppoſing any offence to have been committed, out of Defend:nt is net 
court, granting that it related to the court, and that the — 
ſecond paper comes within that predicament, I ſay, my 

Lords, ſuch an offence, committed by one, not an cer or 
miniſter of this court, or concerned in the execution of its 
proceſs ; not an inferior judge, engaged in adminiſtring juſtice 
to the king's ſubjects; not a perſon who had voluntarily en- 
tered into a rule, to abide the orders and directions of the 
court; but, by a tradeſinan, independent of, and unconnected 
with the court, (otherwiſe than as a member of the ſtate, 
ſubject to the laws) I humbly conceive, I am not reſponſible 
to this, or any other court, in the preſent mode of proceeding 
—Vide Cro. Eliz. 689. Dean's caſe. ee b 


r y ⁵mm. d ff nd Ne Os ö 


With reſpect to my defence on the preſent occaſion, it is brrsses. 
founded on the well known maxim of our law, © that no Main. 
** man is bound to accuſe himſelf.” And conſequently if I, 
as vender of No. 50 of the North Briton, and of No. 51, 
which is founded on the former, am, as ſuch, guilty of any 
offence againſt the laws of my country, I ought to be tried 


by 
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No precedent. | 
Origin of inter- 


= rogatories in the 


© Star -Chamber 3 


Query, If that 


court was not in 
ſuch caſes ſupe- 
rior to B. R? 
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Tur NORTH BRITON. = N. . 


by a jury; id eft, by certain perſons, my peers and equals, 
drawn from the body of the people, according to that mode 
or manner preſcribed by law, and who form a tribunal, 
which continues no longer than neceſſity requires. — For as 
Monteſquieu obſerves, it is in this manner, the power of 
judging, ſo terrible among men, not being fixed to any cer- 
tain ſtate, nor to any certain profeſſion, becomes, as we may 
ſay, inviſible and null. We have not the judges conti- 
nually before our eyes: and we fear the nagiſtracy, not 
the mag! ſtrate. 


In ſupport, my Lords, of the poſition, that I ought not 
to be compelled to anſwer interrogatories, but to be tried by 
my country, I conceive, a negative argument may, in this 
caſe, be of uſe : I mean, that there is not a angle precedent, 
in a caſe ſimilar to mine, according to the beſt inquiries thoſe 
who adviſe me have been able to make.—And I Hope this 
court will not make one, on the preſent occaſion. 


1 am told that the court of STAR-CHAMBER did not ex- 
amine on interrogatories, till the Stat. of 3. Hen. VII. 
cap. 1. gave a kmd of power, to that high court of criminal ju- 
riſdiction, ſo to do. And my lord Coke in his 4th Inſt. p. 63. 
ſays, this act was introductory of a ncw law. — That this an- 
cient court, proceeding ; in criminal caſes, had not a power of 
examining upon interrogatories, nor could fave, but by ACT 
of PARLIAMENT or PRESCRIPTION. 


And I humbly ſubmit to your lordſhips, if that court was 
not, previous to the ſtatute in queſtion, /uperior in power, in 
ſuch caſes, to this honourable court : and whether any AcT 
of PARLIAMENT prior, or ſubſequent to the above, gave 

ſuch a power to this court? If this court preſcribes for 
ſuch a power, antecedent to that act, or even previous to 
the aboliſhing of the, Star-Chamber ? And if its only from 
the abolition of the Star-Chamber, in the 16th year of 
CHARLES I. or in fact, if it doth not preſcribe from time 
immemorial ; then, whether ſuch preſcription, being of ſo 
late a date, is, according to the laws, ſufficient 3 


Macna CHARTA, 9 H. III. c. 29. 7 expreſs, by the 
judgment of a man's peers, or by the law of the land: the 
latter only refers to ſuch cafes which are not triable, per 
judicium parium. * Beſides, to make it the /ex terræ, + there 
muſt be antient and continual uſage : and 22d Edi. III. 
Numb. zo. ſhews, that no new practice can make a law: 
Shower's caſes in parliament, 124. 


* By the judgment of a man's peers, or equals, + The law of the land. 


And 
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No. 75 Tue NORTH BRITON. 


And I humbly conceive, there is not a ſingle, ancient pre- 
cedent, in a caſe any ways fimilar to mine. 


In the 2 th of Edw. III. the power of the king and 
council, I am told, was very great, and might, in ſome ſenſe, 
be called ſupreme. This honourable court, hath only a 
derivative, delegated power, —yet the ſtatute made in that 


year, controuls the power of the former, and directs an in- 
_. diftment, or preſentment, and the 42d of Ego. HI. is to the 


ſame purport. 


And as to the power of the Star Cam ber (when it did 


exiſt) to examine on interrogatories, I would beg leave to 


remind your lordſhips, of the order made by the houſe of 
Lords, on Li/burne's caſe ; whereby the ſentence paſſed on 


453 


Power of kin; 


and council cca- © 


trouled by Stat. 


Indictment and 
pre ſentment di- 


rected. 


Lilbur e caſe. 


that unhappy man, by that oppreſſive court, was directed 


to be forthwith for ever TOTALLY VACATED, OBLITER= 
ATED, and aten off the file, in all courts where it was then 


remaining, as ILLEGAL, and MOST UNJUST ; againſt the 


Liberty of the SuBjecT, the Law of the LAxp, and 
MAGNA CruaRTA, and wnfit to continue upon record, &c. 


I need not obſerve the ſentence paſſed on LiLBuRNE, 


was, for refuſing to take an oath, to anſwer interrogatories, 


man ought to take it, not being bound by the law to accuſe 


mfelf; nor need I obſerve, that the -houſe of Lords, in 


thus reverſing the ſentence, thought ns de fence, or refu 22 
War, LEGAL and CoNnsTITUTIONAL. 


There are a variety of caſes in the books, relative to libels 
on courts of judicature, and judges ; ; where not any attach- 
ment was ever granted: ſuch 1s me caſe of the Court-Mar- 
tial, and lord chief juſtice Willes.- 


caſt on the 2 Juſtice. He accepted a TOs 
The caſe of Je fer, who was imdifed for a libel againſt 
lord chief juſtice Cote, Cro. Car. 175. Pl. 21. 


The caſe of Norton and others, and Aſhley, ſerjeant, for a 
libel againſt lord keeper Coventry. Star- Chamber Rep. 30. 


The caſe of Hanſen, (called in Cro. Car. Harriſon) ac- 
cuſing lord chief juſtice Hutton openly, in the face of the 
court, with high treaſon, whilſt the Common Pleas, and the 
other courts, were ſitting. He was Indicted, wide Hutton, 


131. Cro. Car. 503. pl. 5. 


ſaying, 'twas an oath, ex officio, and that no free-born Engliſh- 


Ciſes here ws. - 


attachment. 


A ſtriking inſtance! 
for in that caſe, the fouleſt and moſt daring aper Bone were 


Pas: 5 Car. vl. 
B. R. 


Bſich. 6 Car. . 


Star- b amber. 


Ch ; J. Httin's; 


- Gale, 
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ark TRE NORTH BRITON. No. 55. 
Dr. Bens; s The caſe of Dr. Brown, againſt whom there was an 7 
as formation in this court, tor a libel on lord keeper Coroper, 11 


Mod. 86. 3 


7.d Northam: And I may add, the ancient caſe of John De Northampton, 
an attorney of this honourable court, for writing to one of 
the king's privy council, a libellous charge againſt the 
Whol? court: he was committed, but 'twas in execution, not to 


anſwer on interrogatories, —Vide 3 1n/. 174. cap. 8 There 
the court WP his Confe on 


Qs, Was As I conceive there is not any precedent already made, 


d can thi 
mod of presced- J would defire leave to alk, with due ſubmiſſion, what end 


ing anſwer ? 


, 


end can be anſwered, by an examination of me on interro- 
gatories, which may not be obtained in a leg way, on trial 
Fg jury? 


what qnetions I now ſtand charged with the publication of two labels: that 


to be aſked? 


There is peer 19» With having ſold the North Britons, No. 50 and 51. 
On an examination by interrogatories, can any other queſti- 

on, with propriety, be aſked me? If not, then, with ſub- 
miſſion, ſuch examination is zugatory,——lIt any other queſ- 
tion may be aſked me, then many may he put; and thoſe, 
perhaps, the moſt artful, and the moſt enſnaring : I may be 


aſked a variety of qui, tending to diſcover the author. 


Suppoſe B. the Suppoſing that I was the author, arh I bound, by any law 
author, is he to 


acai: himſif? of this country, to accuſe myſelf? No.—lt would be con- 


trary to a very ancient and fundamental maxim of thoſe 


laws. Did I now ſtand before your Lordſhips on a legal trial, 
by a jury of my country, even for high treaſon, you would 
not permit me to accuſe myſelf. No.—Your Lordſhips 
would confider yourſelves as my council, and prevent me from 
doing an act, that tended to my own deſtruction : Be- 
cauſe, the law ſuppoſes every man innocent, till he is found 
guilty ; and the judges are ſworn to maintain the laws. 


In tr:awn, ade- Farther, even on ſuch an indictment, for that crime, the 


fendant haih co- 


pr of :nditmens Higheſt of any known in a ſtate, I ſhould be in a better 


and council aſ- 


Sanes, ſituation as to defence. ſhould be intitled to have @ copy of 
the charge alledged againſt me, and to have council aſſigned 
me by chis honourable court, by virtue of the Statute of 
-th William III. cap. 3. So that every means of defence 
would then be allowed me; and on judgment, I might 
move in arreſt, or bring my writ of error. Now, every 
means of enſnaring me, without a poſſibility of defending 
myſelf, may be made uſe of. Maes ac ſettled at ei 

ure, 


it can anſwer to make one? Or, ſuppoſe a precedent, what 
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No. 75. R NORTH BRITON. 


ſure, and with deliberation, by able council, with queſtions 
of every kind, in the moſt artful manner; and thus prepared, 


tendered to me to anſwer on aath; at my peril; without any 


copy; without even a previous ſight ; unaſſiſted by council; 


or any other perſon whatever. 


If ſuch a procedure is not to make me an evidence againſt 


myſelf, contrary to the known laws and conſtitution of 
this free country, I am greatly deceived in the idea I have 


formed of my ſafety, as a ſubject of this ſtate. —But tis ſaid, 
even a witneſs (who is legally before a court) ſhall not be aſk- 


433. lib. ii. c. 46. §. 20. Much leſs then ſhall any man n be 


.compelled to become a ſelf-accuſer. 


The Mirror, c. 5. F. I. mentions, that the great ALFRED 


puniſhed one of his juſtices with death, for paſſing ſentence 


upon an extorted confeſſion, by torture, before the co- 


roner: and I humbly ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that du- 
.reſs * is a torture; and that if I am committed for not an- 
ſwering, until J do anſwer, and ſhould afterwards ſubmit to 
anſwer, it will be a confeſſion extorted by torture. I need 
not quote the 3d Inſtitute, fol. 35, or any other authority, 
to prove, that no torture, whatever, 1 is allowed by the laws of 
this country. I do not mean, my Lords, to offend by any 
the leaſt inſinuation ; Jonly take the liberty of aſſertin g what 


1 am adviſed 1s. law. 


If a defendant will plead, the law ſays, he ſhall not be in- 


terrogated, even on oath ; which 1 is a kind of torture to the 
.conſcience. 


I am ready to plead, my Lords, for I require a trial * 


my country. 


I may be aſked by interrogatories, quo anms ] ſold the 


papers—for vending, I am informed, 1s only a publication by 
implication of 11Ww. This would be again, perhaps, to accuſe 
myſelf: it's a leading queſtion, and tho' it might not be 
aſked in ſuch manner as to intitle me to demur ꝗ to it, yet 
queſtions tending to that point may be aſked ; arid which, 

ſhould I not anſwer, the Maſter, or the Court, may be of 
Opinion I ought to have anſwered ; and I may be adjudged 
an contempt : for I am ill qualified to diſtinguiſh between the 
queſtions, or to take exceptions to ſuch, as it might be 1m- 
Proper for me to anſwer. 


Impriſonment. + With what intent. f Object to anſwering. 


Guilt, 


455 


To make B. 
evidence againſt 


himſel f. 


ed any queſtion to accuſe himſelf, nor ſhall a wife accuſe her 
. huſband. —Vide 3 Inſt. 108. Comb. 391. Bracy's caſe, 2 Hawk. 


Mirror. 
Alfred, juſtice, 
torture. | 


If a defendant 
pleads, not to be 
11iterro: ated, 
Ellis on Tem- 
poral Liberty, 
fol. 28. 


Ready to plead. 


Interrogatori es 
may enquire que. 
animo, or other 
leading queſ- 
tions. 


456 


Guilt not to be 
preſumed. Ma- 
licous intent— 
to be tried per 


J ur y. 


Not the party. 


Q. If any error. 


Statutes con- 
cerning amend- 
ments. 


Has legiſlature 


Authoriſed or 


__ .overlocoked this 


mode of pro- 


.ceeding? _ 


If dernier re- 


ſort ? And if 
they whom he 


haas offended are 


do judge him. 


4 Inft, 41. 


Lordſhips juſ- 
:tice and huma- 
nity not called 


in queſtion, ' but 
dangerous prece- 


dent . 


the party, until that a& be 
ſenſe of the word) for the law of England, is a law of mercy, 
and preſumes every one innocent, till he is found guilty, and 


Tuz NORTH BRITON. 
Guilt, my Lords, is not to be preſumed from the a& of 
proved malicious, (in the legal 


No. 75. 


that by a jury of his peers; according to a maxim in law, 


that, The act does not make the crime, unleſs the mind 
* 1s guilty *.“ 


And that the intent conſtitutes the crime, 
is evident in the caſe of murder, on a trial for which horrid 
crime, a man is not bound to accuſe himſelf, and a jury are 
the proper perſons to judge of the intent. — They are there- 


fore to determine, quo animo, T publiſhed thoſe papers: — 
not the party againſt whom ſuch papers were publiſhed; 
for this court, with all due ſubmiſſion, cannot exerciſe the 
very diſtinct and peculiar provinces of party, accuſer, evi- 
dence, jury, and judge; — more eſpecially in the 44% reſort, 


as I apprehend this to be, in the preſent mode; for ſuppoſe 
the proceedings erroneous in law, what relief could I ob- 
tain? Can I bring a writ of error? This being a ye buſi- 


neſs of the court, for which the law has not preſcribed any 
peculiar form ; and hath not the law been very favourable, 
in criminal matters? Have not the ſeveral ſtatutes for amend- 


ments, ſuch as 4 Hen. VI. c. 3. 8 H. VI. c. 15. 5 Geo. I. 


c. 13. expreſly provided, that the power of amending, ſhall 
not extend to records, or proceſs, whereby any perſon ſhall 


be outlawed; to proceſſes and records of outlawries of felonies 
and Zreafons ; nor to any proceſs upon any indictment, pre- 


Jentment or information; and ſhall it be ſaid that the legiſla- 


ture, thus careful of the life and liberty of the ſubject, ſhould 
extend its care to common, legal, and conſtitutional proceed- 
ings; and overlook judgments paſſed by the courts of law, 


on ſuch peculiar proceedings as thoſe in queſtion ; leavin ga 


diſcretionary power to the judges, of which, in all ages, it 
hath been very cautious ? Or rather doth it not imply, that 


the legiſlature never authoriſed, or conſidered ſuch a power 


as ever delegated, nor ever ſuppoſed any ſuch exiſted in this 
country ? Am I, therefore, my Lords, without redreſs ? 
without appeal? And is this my dernier reſort ? I have given 
offence to your Lordſhips. I am called before your Lord- 
ſhips to anſwer.—I am to accuſe myſelf. I am then to 
come before your Lordſhips, whom I have offended, for judg- 


ment, on a criminal accuſation, and where IJ have no cal 


* N 


I do not call the juſtice or humanity of your Lordſhips in 
queſtion ; but, ſhould this be ſuffered, it may eſtabliſh a ray 
dangerous precedent, for future ages. 


* 3 Inſt. 107. 


The 
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The law of England faith, intereſt, affe&ion or prejudice, 
is a good cauſe of challenge; and that it is the ſubject's 
birthright. Vide Co. Lit. 234. 


I do not preſume to charge your Lordſhips with either ; 
but permit me to obſerve, I am called here to anſwer for a 
ſuppoſed contempt to this court. For that is the charge. _ 
And this court, the party ſuppoſed to be injured, is to be 
my judge. For it is this court which is to try the queſtion, 
and to paſs ſentence on me, for my contumacy.—A farther 
obſervation as to this point, is unneceſſary. 


Your Lordſhips are the mouths of the law, and fit here to 


adminiſter juſtice, and to do equal law and execution of 


right, to all the king's ſubjects, rich and poor, without ha- 
ving regard to any perſon, and to deny to no man, common 


right 


If any one of the judges is publickly charged with having, 
through inattention, or otherwiſe, done any act, not war- 
ranted by law, he may ina legal and conſtitutional manner 


exculpate himſelf, and puniſh the libeller or publiſher, if 
the charge be 74e; but let the trutſi or falſity of it be tried 


by a Jury, whom the books ſay are judges, and the pro- 


per judges of the law, as well as of the fact.—Vide Sho. 
Parl. Ca. 123. Lit. 368.—Hale's Hiſtory of the Law 140, 


and Security of Engl. Yamen' 0 Lives *. fo. 9, 10. 


But let not the judge charged, be himſelf alſo the judge to 


determine the charge falſe; to declare the law, againſt the 
offender; and to puniſi him for his offence.—If a jury give 


a falſe verdict, I have my remedy by attaint . —Should 


your Lordſhips err, 1 have no ren Lutwitch I . 


By MacxA CHARTA, the great ſecurity of our lives, 
liberties, and property, all proceedings ſhould be by /awful 
Judgment of our peers or equals, and by the late of the land; 

not at the diſcretion of any one.—And I moſt humbly inſiſt, 
it's not for the intereſt of your Lordſhips, or your poſterity, 


that too great a power ſhould be delegated to any judges 


Whatever; or, that they ſhould aſſume a particle, not legally 
and conſtitutionally delegated; as the Roman hiſtory, that 
of France, and other great ſtates, ſufficiently ſhew, by woeful 


example, the abuſe 


that have been made of ſuch power; 


Challenge. 


Doth not charge 


judges with 


cauſes of chal- 
lenge, but &c. 


Office and oath 
of a judge, 


18 E. III. ſtat. 4. 


If judge does 


any thing, &c. 
and is charged. 


Judge charged 
not to determine 


on truth or falſe- 


hood of that 
charge. 


Magna Charta 
trials per fares. 


Judges aſſum- 
ing too great à 
power. 


for though your Lordſhips may not abuſe it, ſubſequent 


judges may, to the great injury of the ſtate.— But all powers 


* Suppoſed to have been written by lord Somers. 


+ It hath been ſaid to be a mere ſound. But Query ? 
* * % _ 


and 
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All powers, &c, 

circumſeribed. 

Sho. Parl. Ca. 
121. 


Trials by jury, 


our protection. 


Tom. I. p. 516. 


Judges of K. B. 


formerly called 


of the reign of king William III, when called upon in an ex- 


on by houſe of 
lords. 
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and privileges, in this kingdom, even the higheſt, are cir- 
cumſcribed by the law, and have their limits. 


As to trial by jury, Rapin well obſerves, it is one of the 
moſt” confiderable privileges which a nation can enjoy. Alt is a 
protection for the lower order of people againſt the violence 


of the great, and even the 9 „or — of the 2 
himſelf. | | 


As the judges of this honourable court, in the beginning 
tra-judicial manner, by the houſe of Lok PDS, to anſwer to a 


petition preferred to that ſupreme court of judicature, by the 
dutcheſs of Grafton and another, inſiſted on the benefit of 


the ſtatutes. made for ſecuring the liberty of the ſubject, and 


$ho, Parl. Ca. 
117. 


Obſervation of 
Koſe judges, 


This hae in 
nature of an ori- 
tinal ſuit. 


held themſelves obliged to inſiſt on the right they had, as 
members of the body of the commons of England, to defend 


themſelves, upon any trial to be brought againſt them, for 
any thing done contrary. to their duty, according to the due 


courſe of the common law, ſo do I, as a member of the Commons 


of England, . nas obliged to inſiſt __ che li like 3 


The judges, i in * caſe I ka menten ed obſerved, that 
they ſhould loſe the benefit of that legal trial by a jury of 
their peers, which was their fence and protection againſt 
fower, art or ſurprize ; the beſt for indifference, and diſco- 


very of truth. That the inſtitution of the law was cautions 


and wiſe in its proviſion for both: that challenges were ad- 
mitted below : that it was derogatory to the honour of that 
court, to ſuppoſe it neceſſary there; but to have it in Weſt- 
minſter-Hall, was, however, reckoned a commoner's privilege 
and birthright : that there the law was determined by one, 
and the faf aſcertained by another: but above, both 
were in the /ame hands.---S/o. Parl. Ca. 123. 4. (I need not 
obſerve, that I have before quoted authorities, to ſhew, that 
juries are judges of law, as well as of fact.) 


1 humbly conceive it may with propriety be ſaid, that the 


charge againſt me, is in the nature of an original ſuit, or pro- 


ſecution, charging me with acting contrary to law ; and 


therefore, that it is a matter, by the common law, and juſtice 
of the land, to be tried by a fury. Either I am puniſhable, 
or not. If not, I ought to be dimiſſed.—If J am, it is either 
by the common or the flatute-/aw.---But, with ſubmiſſion, 
neither warrants Z mode of procceding : the old law is 
that, which paſt ages have approved; that by which juſtice is 
to be adminiſtered, and whatever is done by way of judg- 
ment, in a different manner than the law allows, is againſt 
that law. — Sha, Part. Ca. 122. 

As 
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As I have, therefore; either been guilty of a breach of ſome 
law, or am innocent, I hope your Lordſhips will permit the 
queſtion to be tried by a jury: for why ſhould an extraord;- 


nary, and @ very ſevere proceeding be allowed, on the breach 
of one law, more than of another ? 


It is neceſſary that puniſiments ſhould vary,---the modes 
of trial ought to be the ſame. Our law knows nothing of 
extraordinary methods to redreſs a miſchief, but on defect 
of ordinary ones, recourſe is to be had to the legiſlature, and 
to that only; either ,to explain and correct, in reference to 


things paſt, or to provide remedies for the future. Vide the 


arguments of the Judges.---Sho. Parl. Ca. 122. 


The common law of the land, and the common trial by 


jury, are, in this caſe, ſufficient : and ſuppoſing it was not 
thus, it would only argue an imperfection in the law, proper 
for the notice of the legiſlature; but would not, F humbly 


459 


B. hath, or hath 
not been guilty 
of a breach of 
ſome law,—to 
be tried by a 
jury. 
Extraordinary 
proceedings un- 
neceſſary. 


As to puniſh- 
ments, and trials. 


Trial by; jury 
ſufficient 


conceive, juſtify a method of proceeding, which may cer- 5 


tainly, without offence, be ſaid to trench upon the LI BERT 
of the PRESS, nay, upon the LI BERT of every SuBIEer of 


the ſtate; and maniſeſtly tends (in matters of this kind) to 
deſtroy all trials by jury, the proper perſons to try the fact, 
who are ſubject to an attaint *, if their verdict contradict the 


* 


evidence. 


By the ſtatute af 25 Ed, III. c. Fo it 1 « That 


This mode of 
proceeding 
trenches on our 
liberties, &. 


« from thenceforth, none ſhall be taken by petition or ſug- _ 


« geſtion to the ng, or his council,“ (which I have before 
obſerved was then very powerful} ** unlefs by indi&ment or 
« preſentment, of good and lawful people, of the neighbour- 


* hood in due manner, or by proceſs, by writ original, at com- 


„ mon law.” 


By 28 Fd. III. c. 3, it is ae provided, a That no 


« man ſhall be put out of his lands and tenements, nor im 
« priſoned, nor diſinherited, but by due proceſs of law; 
and, by 42 Ed. III. c. 3. it is enacted, © That no man ſhall be 


a put to anſwer, without preſentment before juſtices, or mat- 


« ter of record, OF by due proceſs, and original 2 it , accord- 
„ ing to the od law of the land.” And as obſerved in the 
argument of the judges, ** By aurit, or due courſe of low,” 
are taken for the ſame thing. -& io. Part. Ga. 124. 


The . org in the caſe beforementioned, inſiſted that 


28 Ed. III. | e. N 27 


42 Ed, III. c. 3, 


the Ling or his council, or even the parliament, could not 


* Vide Note, fo. 457, p I 
| | ummons 


—— — —— 2 — 
i — — * 


— 


— — — 3 OS IRS > 
cy — 2 =- — 5 7 ty 
wan rene nr annua ori fee Ee. 
— 


l 
; 

* 
iN 


Li 
1 
18 
1 
i} 


* * 
1 
1 
WA. 
if 
15 
1 
15 
1 
15 
bs 
q 
E 
{ 3 
h 
1 
* 7 
1 
1 
7 
1 
14 - 
I " 
pr J 
e. 
1 
WL 
i 
F' 
i 
1. 
+ : 
'F 
Pl. 
8 
AE 


ng Bonito es — Sutin er” ——— —— —— Ms — " 
A — - - 2 — DT. no. * 
—_— -- 2 n . oa oa i ers 


ny A rs r 
- . - 


— : _ 


— LE og ies. er eos 


2 
2 * 2 — - « 
CCI —G - — . 

"= — ow» 2 — —— — —— — 2 zum 


400 


Tuz NORTH BRITON: No. 75. 


ſummons perſons to arfever, in ſubverſion of the laws; 


Can t plead this 
in bar. 


Aceording to 
theſe ſtatutes, 
this mode of pro- 
ceeding, illegal. 


therefore, if ſo high powers could not ſummons, and if the 


preſent proceeding i is not according to law, ſurely this court 


cannot proceed, in any ſuch manner, in the preſent caſe. 


I would trouble your Lordſhips with another obſervation, 
Ded. ſuppoſing I am examined, reported in contempt, and 


puniſhed: I humbly conceive I cannot offer the fame in bar, 


to any proceedings in the houſe of lords, nor be by this 
means ſaved from the trouble of anſwering to an indidiment, 
or information, for the ſame thing? If not—then the law 
permits the ſubject to be rice puniſhed, for one and the fame 


adentical oftence. 


Ids therefore; my Lords, on the whole, moſt humbly ſub- 
mit to this honourable court, that, according to the laws and 
ſtatutes of the realm, and more particularly thoſe I have 
quoted, the mode of proceeding, by attachment and interro- 
gatories, particularly in a caſe of 7/rs kind, is not a due pro- 


ceſs, by original writ, or any ſuch proceſs, as is warranted 


by thoſe ſtatutes, or by the common law: that it is in the 
nature of an original cauſe or proſecution, for a ſuppoſed 
breach of ſome law, which ig only examinable and triable by 


the courſe of the common law, and cannot be ſo in any other 
manner: that it is, in the example of it, dangerous to the 


liberty of the preſs, to the rights and liberties of the ſubject, 
and tends to the ſubverſion of all trials, by jury, in caſes of 
this kind: that the exerciſe of a ſimilar power has been diſ- 
countenanced by the houſe of lords; that the preſent mode 
of proceeding is, in ſuch caſes, new and unheard of; that no 


| good end can be anſwered by it; that the ſame ends may be 


Deſires trial by 
jury. 


And to be diſ- 
milked, 


obtained on trial by jury ; that it tends to make me accuſe 
myſelf, contrary to a fundamental maxim in law; that it is a 
modę of proceeding, from which, if erroneous, I cannot be 


relieved by writ of error; and being ready to take my trial, 
by a jury of my country; therefore, for theſe ſeveral 
reaſons, as the honourable judges in the caſe I laſt referred 
to, craved, ſo do I ctave the benefit of defending myſelf, 


touching the matter complained of, by the dye and 4nown 


courſe of the common law ; and to rely on the ſtatues recited, 
and the common right I have, of a free-born Engliſhman, in 
bar of the preſent complaint, and of any further proceeding, 
in this mode, and humbly pray to be diſmiſſed from the 
ſame. W. BIN GLE x. 
LONDON: "Primed "x2 and fold by W. BINGLEY, a Priſoner in 
the King's-Bench Priſon; and at his Shop, oppoſite Durham- Yard, in 


the Strand. Where may be had, any of the former Numbers; and like- 
wiſe complete Sets. N. B. An Extraordinary Number was publiſhed laſt 


. ueſday, being the firlt Day of the Meeting of Parliament. 
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enact a law, and to-morrow makes them repeal it; on the third 
makes them enact it again; and on the fourth, perhaps, will 
make tnem repeal it a ſecond time. Shall he traduce them as a 
band of ————, who now invade the eſtate of a ſingle ſubject, 
and anon the property of a rich trading company ? Or ſhall he 
exhibit them as a ſet of ————, who employ a party of mili- 
tary cut-throats to maſſacre their innocent and defenceleſs fellow- 
ſubje&s ? And ſhall he be permitted to take all theſe liberties, 
without drawing upon him the vengeance of thoſe he attacks, 
without feeling the weight of the ſecular arm ? ge 


* 


That vengeance, however, he h 


* 


| | 12s now dtawn upon him; that 
weight, at laſt, he now ſeverely feels: at leaſt, his Ho24/eller is fee! - 
ing. it for him: though he muſt own, the blow has come from a 
quarter, from which he leaſt expected it; and from a quarter, too, 
he will venture to ſay, which, if not properly ſecured, and even 
blocked up, may prove fatal, firſt, to the /beriy of te preſs, and. 


| © 
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in the end, perhaps, to the liberties of the nation. For let us 
only. ſippofe2 what, wsomatters-howiftand; is far from being im- 
pofſible oven improbable,” that any ſet of judges were inveſted 
with an dkbitrary afld diſcretionary power of conſtruing, and 
puniſhing} as a Übeb againſt themſelves, whatever may be diſ- 
pleaſing to them or to th court, and that this ſet of j udges ſhould 
become the general bu/lies and drawtanſirs of 5 the miniſtry; in 
that caſef the ber ty of r preſt would be as effectually deſtroyed, 
as if it were aboliſhed by an a&! of the legiſlatüre. It will be in 
vain for an author te alledge, in his- defence, that he meant no 
reflection on the judges or the miniſtry. The anſwer is fill 
ready: the judges are the only propet perſons to decide of his 
intention {0 they! ats once fupply the place of party, accuſer, evi- 
dence, ju Noah d zudgbs . 00 he muſt ſubmit to the ſentence 
which they pronouncè upon him. Ido not ſay, and, indeed, I 
do not believe, that web are in any danger of ſeeing ſuch a groſs 
perverſion of the law under our prëſet excellent judges, who are 
known tobe as independent of the court in every other reſpect, 
as they are with regard to the enjoyment of their places. But we 
all know, what pröſtitute judges have diſgraced the bench in 
former? times; and it is, therefote, our duty to take particular 
care, that, if ever any ſuch ſhould again diſgrace it, they may be 
deprived of the power of thus perverting the law to ſerve the pur- 
poſes hf ramcab miner 
It is inſinuated, I confeſs, by ſome ill-natured people, that this 
is the vkry caſe of my unhappy publiſher ; and that the puniſh- 
ment he has already! ſuffered, is now ſuffering, and may ſtill 
have to ſuffer, proceeds not ſo much from the two numbers, 
which have been denominated libels, as from the general ſpirit 
and tendency of the paper, which has excited, in the higheſt 
degree, the indignation of the miniſtry: and they refer us, for 
proof, to two! numbers in particular, viz. the numbers 48 and 
and 4, or the 2d and zd of the Continuation, which contain 
ſuch freflections upon the maſſacre in St. George's Fields, as will 
never, they ſay, be forgiven by the authors of that tragedy, 
But theſe inſinuations, I am fully convinced, are abſolutely 
groundleſe; for I cannot, by any means, allow myſelf to think, 
that any judges of the preſent age, and leaſt of all the venerable 
judges who have taken exceptions to the two papers in queſtion, 
would ſo far debaſe the dignity of their character, as to be inſtru- 
ments of vengeance to any wicked miniſter. 8 5 
But, whatever may be the danger attending the proſecution of 
this work, the reader may be aſſured, that it ſhall be continued 
to be carried on with the uſual ſpirit and vigour ; nor ſhall an 
cop ſideration induce me to give up, what I regard as the unalienable 
right of every Engliſhman; I mean the privilege of ſpeaking my 
ſentiments freely of every public meaſure. The liberty of the preſs 
has ever been juſtly eſteemed the grand bulwark of our free con- 
ſtitution: deſtroy that, and the whole fabrick falls, at once, to 
the ground. And, in fact, we ſhall find, if we conſult the 
Engliſh hiſtory, that the liberty of the preſs, and all our other 
liberties, have commonly flouriſhed or declined together. 
In the arbitrary reign of king Charles the Firſt, the preſs was 
kept under the moſt ſevere reſtraint by the infamous court of Star- 
Chamber, the judges of which inflicted the moſt cruel and ſanguin- 
ö ary, 


— 


No. 76. Ts NORTH BRITON. 45; 


ary puniſhments upon authors, printers, and publiſhers ; witneſs, 
among iothersthat| might eaſily be mentioned, the caſes of Lil- 
burn, Prynne, :Baſtwick, and Burton: and it may be affirmed, 
with the ſtricteſt regard to truth, that theſe illegal puniſh- 
ments contributed, as much as any thing, to raiſe in the nation 
that ſpirit of diſcontent. which gave occaſion to the civil War, and 
all the evils that attended it. 

This court, indeed, Was formally bolithed ; in nds ; 11 in the 
bill, which was paſſed for this purpoſe, it is expreſsly declared, that, 
« Foraſmuch as the proceedings, cenſures and decrees of the 
« court of Star-Chamber have, by experience, been found to be an 


* mntolerable-burthen to the Juogect, and the means to intr oduce an 


* orbitrary power and goverfments it is hereby enacted, for prevent- 
ing the like for the future. 1. That the faid court of Star- 


60 Chanker, and all juriſdictipn, power and authority belonging 
« unto, r. exerciſed i in the ſame court, or by any of the judges, 


« officers or miniſters thereof, be clearly and abſolutely dillolved, 
e taken away, and determined; and that from henceforth no court, 
council, or place of judicature, ſhall be erected, ordained, con- 


« ſtituted or appointed within the realm of England or dominion 


« of Wales, which ſhall have, uſe, or exerciſe the ſame or the libe 
<« /uriſdiftion, as is, or hath been, uſed, practiſed, or exerciſed in 
7e the Gid court of Star-Chamber. 2. Ie is alſo provided and 
< enacted, that if any perſon ſhall hereafter be committed, or re- 


« framed of his liberty, or ſuffer impriſonment, by the order or de- 


<< cree of any ſuch court of Star-Chamber, or other court aforeſaid, 
„now, or at any time hereafter, having, or pretending to have, the 


« ſame, or the like juriſdiction, power or authority, to commit or 
" __ as aforeſaid; or by command or warrant of the Ling 


< majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, in their own perſon, or by the 


command, or warrant of the council-board, or of any of the 


lords or others of his majeſty's privy- council; that, in every 
< ſuch caſe, the perſon ſo committed, reſtrained, or impriſoned, thall, 
upon motion made by his council to the judges of the King's- 
Bench, or Common Pleas, immediately have a writ of habeas corpus 


« granted him; and if any thing ſhould be otherwiſe willfully 


«done, or omitted to be done, by any judge, juſtice, officer, or 


4 other perſon, contrary to the direction and true meaning hereof, : 


e the party grieved ſhall recover treble damages.” 
This act, I think, may be fairly denominated the foundation 


ood ground-work of the liberty of the preſs, inaſmuch as it was 
deſigned to aboliſh a court which had exercited its power, in ſo 
grievous a manner, to puniſhment of writers, and threatened the 


extinction of all learning, as well as of liberty. Cromwell, however 
arbitrary in other reſpects, yet never thought of reviving the Star- 


Chamber, or of eſtabliſhing any court of the like juriſdiction ; and 
hence it was, that his meaſures were often ſeverely attacked by the 


writers of the age, particularly by Liſburn, who was tried and ac- 
quitted for this very. offence. But ſuch was the deſpotic and tyra- 
nical diſpoſition of all the princes of the Stuart-lme, that they 
could never endure the liberty of the preſs ; and accordingly, on the 
reſtoration of ing Charles the Second, a licenſing act was immediately 


paſſed, which invalidated, in a great meaſure, the act that had 


been made for aboliſhing the Star-Chamber, at lea ſo far as it re- 
lated to writers. T 
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The ſeveral clauſes of this /zcen/ing act are too numerous to be 
here diſtinctly ſpecified. It may be only proper to obſerve, that, in 
conſequence of it, no book or pamphlet could legally be printed 
Without being ſubmitted to the inſpection of certain examiners, 

and obtaifling a licence, if on Lu, from the Lord Chancellor or 
Lord Keeper, the Lord Chief Juſtices and the Lord Chief Baron; 

if on Hitory or Politics, from one of the principal Secretaries of State; 
if on Heraldry, from the Earl Marſhal; and if on Divinity, 
 Phyfic, Philoſophy, or any other art or ſcience, from the Archbiſhop 
of. Canterbury or the Biſhop of London. The number of maſter 
printers in England, excluſive of the king's printers, and the prin- 
ters of the univerfities, was reſtricted to twenty; the number of 


maſter letter-founders to four. The number of apprentices was 
kewiſe limited; and in order, if poſſible, to prevent the practice of 


ſecret printing, the licenſed printers and /etter founders were oblig- 
ed, under a ſevere penalty, to find conſtant employment for all 
the journeymen in either of theſe profeſſions. By the ſame act a 
power was given to one or more of his majeſty's meſſengers, by 
warrant under his fgn manual, or under the hands of one of his 


frag pd ſecretaries of fate, to. ſearch all houſes and ſhops, where 
they knew, or had reaſon to ſuſpect, that any unlicenſed books or 
papers were printed, bound, or ſtitched ; and to carry them and 


the offenders before a juſtice of peace, in order to be dealt with ac- 
cording to law. By the way, this ſeems to be a tacit acknow- 
ledgment, that e bl ſecretaries of flate had not former] 
:any ſuch authority by the common /aw ; and if they had none for- 
merly, and as the licenſing act has been long ſince expired, it may 
_ reaſonably be doubted, whether as yet they have ſuch a power by 
virtue of any ſtatute that is now in force. It muſt, indeed, be 


«confeſſed, that the /icenſing act did not reſtore the whole power of 
the Star-Chamber ; but it certainly reſtored the moſt oppreſſive parts 


of it: and where theſe were inſufficient to anſwer the arbitrary 
deſigns of the court, the miniſtry found means to wpply the de- 
Fed, by inſtituting the ſame or the like method of proſecution in 


the court of King's-Bench by information and attachment; and 


thus revived one of the heavieſt grievances, that ever the nation 


groaned under; a grievance, it is well known, of which the peo- : 
ple had long and loudly complained ; and I muſt add, (and I add 
with ſorrow) a grievance, which, if ſome late proceedings can be 


warranted by law, may ſtill be ſaid to ſubſiſt in its full vigour. 


This intolerable grievance was carried to fo great a height to- 


wards the latter end of king Charles the Second's reign, that the 
Houſe of Commons took the.proceedings of the judges in Weſt- 
minſter-hall into conſideration, and voted an impeachment againſt 
vir William Scroggs, chief juſtice of the court of King's Bench, 


Sir Thomas Jones, one of the juſtices of the ſame court, and Sir 


Richard Weſton, one of the barons of the court of Exchequer, for 


divers arbitrary and illegal praftices, under the form and colour of 


law ; particularly for ſuppreſſing the publication of a book, en- 
titled, The Weekly Packet of Advice from Rome, by a rule of court 
for e ee and partial ſines upon offenders; for refuſing 
Sufficient bail in ſeveral caſes, which were bailable by lazw; and for 
authorizing one Robert Stephens, called a meſſenger of the preſs, to 
moleft ſeveral printers and book/ellers in the exerciſe of their trade, 
by virtue of legal and arbitrary warrants ; but while the Com- 
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mons were employed in preparing the He: the king 
thought proper to diſſolve the parliament, and thus, Puta and to 
any further proceedings on the ſubje ct.. 5 . I 
This ſcandalous expedient ſerved the turn; for ;\t the time, by 
ſcreening the judges from the ſtorm that hung over them $ but, b Ke 
_ diminiſhing their fears, it increaſed their pre umption :- .andxthus, x 
they continued, as well during that as the f ſuec ceeding reg, to 
roceed from one act of injuſtice to another, Wl at 1 a er de 47 
Fach a general ſpirit.of ee gs = in. the, nation, a8 ne e ß the“ 
happy and glorious Revolution. For, as 75 after- 
wards ſolicitor-general, very juſtly bn the [nn 8 of he 
Revolution was chiefly owing to theſe fix heads; of. griewangss, via. L 
exorbitant fines ; cruel and illegal proſecutiops.;, outta: gen GAMARED 31 8008 


ſeixing the charters ; diſpenſing with'the teſi and penal Je End r. 


bitrary proceedings in criminal matters. li n. ho 32790, 
As the licenſing-act, therefore, was ſo, great. a grievance, as it 

laid fo ſevere a reſtraint upon the /iberty of the refs, and was, of 

conſequence, ſo dangerous to the other liberties X the. nation, it 


is really ſome what ſurprizing, that it was not aboliſhed. at the time 


of the Revolution. But this is one of the many omiſſions „lich 


have been always lamented in the 550 of rights; and if the Iicenſing- 
act had been made perpetual in either of he preceding reigns, - in- 
ſtead of being continued ſucceſſively, it is more than probable. 
that we ſhould never have got rid of that badge of ſlavery : for I 
do not recolle&, that any attempts were made to repeal it, till it 
expired of courſe in the year 169 5, that 1s ſeven years after the Re- 


volution; and even _thenat: fered to expire without great 
difficulty, „ anc 


the Commons. The court 
great a power, and at laſt it became the ſubje& of a conference be- 
tween the Lords and the Gantwons ; at which the latter gave ſo 
many and fuch convincing arguments , againſt reviving ſo miſ- 
chievous an act, that the former Ne pe pong to deſiſt from | 
their project. FL OS ³ n Bs. 

Nor is it in England only that the Hherth f the preſs hath been 
thus always highly valued, and conſidered as the firmeſt barrier 
againſt tyranny and oppreſſion: the caſe hath been the ſame in 
all free governments that ever exiſted. In Rome, eſpecially, dur- 
ing the time of the republic, the people enjoyed the utmoſt liberty 


/ ſpeaking and of writing; and, indeed, while they poſſeſſed the 


whole, or at leaſt the greateſt ſhare, of the legiſlative authority, 
it would have been the height of madneſs to attempt to deprive 
them of it. But no ſooner was the freedom of their con{titution {. 
deſtroyed, than the /iberty of the preſs ſhared the ſame fate. And 


Auguſius firſt, and Tiberius and Nero afterwards, extended ther”. : 
a of high treaſon to ſuch a degree, that almoſt every offence, \'; 


even the ſlighteſt and moſt venial, were brought within that deno- 
mination ; and men were put to death for ſuch indifferent actions, 
as, in a government that retained the leaſt ſpark of liberty, would 
hardly have expoſed them to any kind of cenſure. The caſe of 
Cremutius Cordus, from whoſe ſtory-in Tacitus 1 have taken the 
motto of my paper, 1s particularly remarkable: he was con- 
demned to death, and actually ſuffered it, for having only 
ventured, in ſome annals that he publiſhed, to praiſe Brutus, and 
call Caſſius the laſt of Romans. But this ſubject, perhaps, I may 


conſider more  #ully i in ſome ather Paper: 


Let 
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till * a viblent ſtruggle between the #19 hquſes. 
The Hou 7 of Lords paſſed 0 act to revive it, and ſent it down to 
was very unwilling to loſe ſo 
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Let me only farther obſerve, that a virtuous miniſter will never 


_ dread the lere of the preſs; and an able miniſter will never 
ſeem to dread it. But a weak and worthleſs miniſter will both 
_ dread it, and ſeem to dread it, and endeavour to deſtroy it. The 


conſequence will be, that the /berty of the preſs, and all who ate 
concerned in ſupporting that noble privilege, will be at declared 
enmity with him; and thus a perpetual war will be carried on 
between Liberty, Learning, and Virtue on the one hand, and 
Tyranny, Ignorance, and Vice on the other. 

I ſhall take the freedom to add, by way of concluſion, the fol- 
lowing paſlage, extracted from Ab Marvel, which is not only 
very appolite to my preſent purpoſe, but is ſo full of keen wit 
and genuine humour, that I think it cannot fail of proving agree- 
able to my readers. I muſt only remind them, that Mr. Marvel 
was engaged in a literary diſpute with the noted Dr. Parker, the 
great champion of eccleſiaſtical tyranny, in the reign of king 
Charles and king James II. but the fatire, which he aims at that 
Proteſtant divine, may be applied with equal force, utatis mutandis, 
to the friends and advocates of civi, opprefi 0n.—opcaking of the 
Dotter, whom he calls Bayes, he proceeds thus: 

The pre/s hath owed him a ſhame a long time, and is 
now beginning to pay off the debt: the preſs, that villainous 
engine, invented much about the ſame time with the Reforma- 


Zion, that hath done more miſchief to the d/ipline of our church, 


than all the do&rine can make amends for. Twas an happy time, 
when all learning was in manuſcript, and ſome little officer, like 
our author, kept the keys of the library; when the clergy needed 
no more knowledge than to read the /urgy, and the /aify no 
more cler4/hip than to ſave them from hanging. But now, ſince 


Printing came into the world, ſuch is the miſchief, that a man 


cannot write a book, but preſently he 1s anſwered. Could the 
freſi but once be conjured to obey only an Inprimatur, our 
author might not diſdain, perhaps, to be one of its moſt zealous 
patrons. There have been ways found out to baniſh iniſters, to 
fine not only the people, but even the grounds and fields where they 
aſſembled in conventicles; but no art yet could prevent theſe e- 
ditious meetings of letters. Two or three brawny fellows in 
a corner, with mere int and elbgqw-greaſe, do more harm than 
an hundred ſchiſmatical divines, with all their faweaty preach- 
ing; and, which is a ſtrange thing, the very ſpunges, which 


one would think ſhould rather deface and blot out the whole 
book, and were anciently uſed to that purpoſe, are become 


now the inſtruments to make things legible. Their ugly prini- 
ing-lefters, that look but like o many rotten teeth, how oft 
have they been pulled out by B. and L. the public rot.. 
drawers ? Fe yet theſe ra/cally operators of the preſs have got a 
trick to faſten them ſo again in a few minutes, that they grow as 
firm a ſet, and as biting and talkative as ever. O] Printing! How 


haſt thou diſturbed the peace of mankind! That lead, when 
moulded into bullets, is not ſo mortal as when founded into /ezers ! 


There was a miſtake ſure in the ſtory of Cadmus ; and the Serpent's 


teeth, which he ſowed, were nothing elſe but the /effers he in- 


vented. P A 


* 


Sold by W. BINGLEY, in the King's Bench Priſon; and may he had at his Shop, oppoſite 
Durham Yard in the Strand. Where likewife may be had, any of the former Numbers, 
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contraria. Severitate mhil adhuc Profect nunc tenta quimods 
tibi cedat Clementia. Ignoſce; nacere kibi nec vult, nec potgſt; 


prodeſs ſame twe path. Sexe. 
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JDREEDOM of ſpeech has ever. been reckoned ſo eſſential 


22 . to liber ty, that without it NO tolerable ſtate of government 
can poſſibly exiſt, nor any people continue long. to enjoy the pri- 


vileges derived to them from nature, and which, till lately at 


leaſt, were ſuppoſed, in ſome degree, to have been preſerved in 
this country. The more we examine into this poſition, the 


truer we ſhall find it to be; for when once the noble privilege of 
communicating our ſentiments to each other is gone, from that 


inſtant the ſpirit of liberty vaniſhes, and along with- it property, 

and every other enjoyment which an Eng//hman holds dear. In 
thoſe countries where the natives have not the liberty of writing, 
or even of ſpeaking on public affairs, it is well known that their 


2ofſeflions are alſo extremely precarious ; and the ſame Lettre de 
 Cachet, which ſends a Frenchman to the Baſtile, for a ſingle ex- 


reſſion uttered in derogation to the miniſter, ay at the ſame 


inſtant of time, and by the very ſame kind of right, deprive him 


of his inheritance. Examples, indecd, of both ſpecies of op- 
preſſion have not been wanting. Yet fo neceſſary is the public. 


diſcuſſion of affairs to every ſtate of government, that even a 


Frenchman, wretched and deplorable as his condition is, will 
ſometimes venture to give looſe to his ſentiments in a lampoon or 
a ſonnet; 
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a. ſonnet; and that in defiance of zmpriſoument, or the galliec. Shall 
an Engliſuman, then, tamely ſuffer the Sriale to be put into his 
mouth? Shall he ſubmiſſiyely part with this noble privilege deriv- 
ed to him both from nature and his anceſtors? Shall he hold his 
' 4 * T? | 3 * . 

tongue and keep ſilence, while the ungodly. are yet in his ſight, and 
that at a time, when he has no other hopes of relief from any 
grievances he may lie under, but by writing and ſpeaking ? | 
_ ' For, whenever a miniſtry have been either weak or wicked 
enough to form any defigns upon. the liberty of the people, it has 
conſtantly been their maxim to begin by endeavouring to check 
the freedom of ſpeech, or, which is the ſame thing, the liberty of 
the preſs; and in proportion as their deſtructive ſchemes have 
become more extenſive, in the ſame degree have they always en- 
deavoured to prevent their being canvaſſed. In Charles the Firſt's 
time, when that W-adyr/ed and imperious monarch had taken upon 
him to rule without parliaments, a proclamation was publiſhed, 
forbidding: all perſons, of any degree whatſoever, to talk of the 
matter; and While the right of repreſentation. was taken from the 
people, the, ery faculty, of, ſpeech was likewiſe thought neceſſary 
to be denied them. In,.thoſe days too, as in later times, a juſt 
vindication of the privileges of the ſubje& was ſtiled diſaffection 
Nee en andthe man Whole, ideas. ers:|nat enlarged | 
enough to come into every proceeding of frerogazive-ſoverergns 


and prerogative-miniſtens, was branded with the odious titles of 
In the halcyon reigns of his w/e and happy ſons and ſucceſſors, 
Charles and James II. the ſame bleſſed poſitions were ſtill main- 
tained, but enforced with all the influence of fines, impriſon- 
ment, and the pillary, The truth is, that touch a galled jade 
and he will wince;“ and he that will expoſe the evil deeds of 
miniſters, muſt expect to feel all the weight of miniſterial ven- 
cance. Their thunders will moſt affuredly burſt upon his head. 
fle muſt prepare to ſtand the ſhock. For though truth be ever 
to much on his fide, and the effects either of the wickedneſs 
or miſmanagement of thoſe, who are entruſted with the conduct 
of public affairs, ever ſo apparent, yet miſerable is the ſtate of the 
perſon, who ſhall preſume to ſay unto any of them, Thou art the 
« man.” This, Prynne, Sydney, Ruſſel, found to their coſt; and, 
in dur times, that mirrour of ancient firmneſs and patriotiſm, the 
much- injured IHN WaLKEs, eſq. The more truth, indeed, the 
greater is the offence: truth has lately been declared, even from the 
B—ch, to be a libel; and if miniſters cannot defend themſelves 
any other way, they can, at leaſt, have recourſe to the thunder- 
bolts of power, which have ſerved to diſpirit and frighten many 
a well-meaning, but timid, perſon into ſilence. In this reſpect, 
their conduct may be aptly compared to ſome others of their bre- 
thren, who live alſo by levying contributions on the public. When 
robbers ſtop a . paſſenger on the highway, it is no uncommon 
practice with them to put a gag into his mouth, to prevent his 
crying out; in the fame light are we to view all the leverities 
practiſed by arbitrary princes and their miniſters, againſt thoſe 
who have the penetration and courage to ſcrutinize into their 
conduct. When their proceedings are bad, it 1s their bulinets to 


Prevent 
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prevent an ovfcry, and, by putting the gag inte the mouths 
of thoſe wh. would ſpeak, to prevent, if poſſible, all examina- 
tion into their meaſures.” Thus there cannot be a more cer— 
tain ſign of the ill Reps purſued by any ſet of men, than the 
rigours practiſed againſt thoſe who examine into their conduct. 
The frequency too of theſe rigours, has always been in propor- 
tion to their iniquities; ; and we need no other proof, that (as 
Hamlet ſays) there is ſomething rotten in the ſtate, than to 
hear of people's being dragged away from their families, to 
goals, pillories, and puniſhment, for ſuppoſed libels againſt go- 
vernment. 

Under good princes and: dpeipht miniſters, the caſe has ever 
bon otherwiſe. The firſt act of Titus's government, was to ba- 
niſh all informers from the ſtate. In Traſan's time, Tacitus tells 
us, that the excellency of his reign was peculiarly diſtinguiſhed, 
by the freedom then allowed of diſcuſſing public affairs. — Rara 
temporum felicitas, ubi ſentire que velis, et que ſentias dibere li- 


ceat. -M hen a man might think as he pleaſed, and SAY what 


he thouglit.— But good meaſures will never need ſeverity and ri- 


gour to defend them. They always ſpeak for themſelves ; and it 


is not in the power either of obloquy or ſedition to miſrepreſent 


them. On the other hand, fines and impriſonments may alarm, 


may ſorpriſe, may 'exaſperate, but will never ſubdue a free peo- 


ple. Tiberius and Vitellius both perceived their ill effects when 


too late; and the latter, as well as Cajus, the ſucceſſor of Tibe- 
rius, fell at laſt a victim to his own o 


But theſe princes, with many more of the like ſtamp, were 


themſelves, for the moſt part, the denouncers, and frequently 


the executioners, of their own ſeverities. In more recent times, 
this amiable power of doing hurt, has been generally taken up 
by miniſters; and what was ; inſupportable even in the maſter, has 
been poured out with tenfold vengeance by the ſervant. Charles's 
obſtinacy and tyrannies are, undoubtedly, to be imputed, in 


a great meaſure, to his favourrre earl of Straffords Thoſe of 


of his two ſons, indeed, allowing for the help they alſo received 


from favourites and miniſters, aroſe, in a good degree, from a 


pretty conſiderable want of principle in the one, and a moſt blood- 


thirſty, bigotted idea of ſovereignty in the other : yet theſe were 
the bleſſed times when Engliſhmen were forbid, even by procla- 
mation, to ſpeak of ſtate affairs; when the Gallic yoke was im- 


poſed upon the free-born Briton's neck, and the generous ſpirit of 
our brave forefathers reduced to the ſame abject ſtate of ſlavery | 


with that of the fawning, ſervile Frenchman. 


The oppreſſion, however, was not long to be bor'n. While 


one king loſt his head on the block, the other, till relieved by a 


doſe kindly adminiſtered to him by his good brother, found him- 


ſelf in a fituation, which rendered it "neceſſary for him, once 
more, to recur, by conſtitutional meaſures, to the good will of 
the people: the Tate of the third, let rebels and Facobites, with 
tears, lament. 


Nor 
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Nor did theſe monteche alone ſuffer for the arbitrary meaſures 


purſued by them. The judges, thoſe ſacred, but then treacherous, 


guardians of the lawful rights of the people, became the juſt 
victims of their own indefenſible proceedings. Some of them 
were fined, others diſqualified ; but JEFFERIES, the prime leader 


and director of them all, met with a fate ſuitable to his tranſcendent 


merit. Such muſt ever be the conſequence of evil meaſures. 


. Like a bay tree, the wicked may flouriſh and took green for 


« awhile; but we look again, and their place is not to be 


found.“ Vengeance, though ſometimes rardy, is always ſure, 


and an unhappy end never fails to befall the evil-doer. 
In public grievances, eſpecially, though the offender may ſtand 


firm for a time, ſecured either by his own greatneſs, or ſheltered 


behind the ſpreading wings of a throne, yet the vengeance of the 


people ſhall reach him even there, and drag forth the Cerberus 


and his horrid deeds into open day-light. Courtiers and miniſters 
may think as they pleaſe ; but a continued ſeries of “ oppreſſion 


will make even a wife man mad :” and has never, hitherto, 
paſſed unattoned for. It is the nature of the Engliſh, above all 
people, to bear the firſt encroachments on their liberty with reſig- 
nation and patience. Naturally generous themſelves, they ſtill hope 
the beſt from others; and are generally willing, at firſt, to impute 
the grievances brought upon them to no ill deſign, or, at worſt, 
to the want of forecaſt in their rulers: but, when repeated acts 
of tyranny and oppreſſion have been offered them, all the lion 


then is rouzed in their breaſts ; their fury bears down every thing 
before it, like an impetuous torrent that overwhelms its bounds ; 

and the haughty favourite, who before ſmiled at their threats, now 

trembles at the ſtorm which he ſees gathering around, and either 


ſeeks in foreign countries to hide his gailty head, or falls a victim 


to their great revenge.” Of this, the Gaveſtons, the Spencers, 
the Lauds, the Straffords, with all other miniſters of the ſame 
odious caſt, from the Conqueſt down to the preſent times, have 
left us ample and dreadſul memorials. —For their numerous fry of 


underlings and dependents, they either retire, in thefe aweful no- 
ments, into corners, where the juſtice cf their country ſoon finds 
them out; or, if they have a little more prudence than common, 
betake themſelves, with their leaders, beyond the ſea. The only 
miſchief is, that, before a clearance of this ſort can be effected, 4 
kingdom is ſure to ſuffer much. Many of the nobſes, its guardians, 


will be corrupted; diſſentions will be fown amongſt the moſt re- 


ſpectable bodies: teme few, even of merit and diſtin&ion, will be 


led away, and a general diſorder and confuſion prevail. But, 


thanks to that Creator, who has fermed them, like their own 
native timber, of ſuch durable ftuff, the hearts of the Englith 


gentry and nobility are never totally to be ſubdued. The men of 


the fineft parts and firſt quality among them, have always ſtood 


firm to their country, and neither ill ſucceſs nor ſeverity has been 


able to bend their unconquerable fouls. In Edward the Second's 
reign, the noble carl of Lancaſter, with ninety-five barons or 
knights, were all taken priſoners in one battle, and many of them, 
Wien the brave earl himſelf, loſt their heads; yet was not the 


noble courage of the Engliſh ſubdued. They again roſe, and, in 
os 
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ſpite « of all the rigours, of ſeverity and power * rad 9 over that 


unhappy prince and his favourites: for an Engliſhman CN as | 
within him, which cannot ſtoop t to opprefiion | and tyranny. The 


meaneſt individual a among them knows, himſelf. to be equal, 8 


point of liberty, to the firſt, monarch on- the face of the earth: 


be looks down, with contempt, on thoſe. nations who have ſer- 


vilely parted; with the noble privileges beſtowed alike; upon all 
mankind by nature, and ſcorns any other rule than that of his own 
lawful ſovereign, as ee and legally eſtabliſſied. Their 
ſenate, too, without having recourſe to the violence of former 
times, have, for near this century paſt, ſound out much better, 
and leſs diſagreeable, methods of reforming any abuſes that have 


crept into the ſtate. Their remonſtrances have never been pre- 
ſented in vain; and the wiſdom of a Britiſh, legiflature is of too 
high a nature to proceed upon ſlight foundation, and, when ex- 


erted, to be trifled with, and treated with contempt. 
Since the acceſſion of the auguſt and princely houſe of Bzvn 9— 


Wick, few, if any, have ben the evils that have ariſen to the 


ſtate, excepting from the deſigns or errors of miniſters. The firſt 


GEORGE: Was deſeryedly reckoned at once one of the belt and wiſeſt 
princes, of his time. His late majeſty died never ſufficiently to 
be regretted by his ſubjects ; and may his preſent majeſty, ſo 


formed for domeſtic happineſs, and intended, as it were, by Na- 


ture, for ſovereignty and command, long live to enjoy his throne 


and empire, happy in the poſſeſſion of a moſt virtuous and pru- 


dent queen, and in the pleaſing hopes of a blooming and numerous 


offspring; heirs at once to his virtues and crown ! May the ho- 


nourable houſe of Commons, than which, one either. of greater 
expectation or independency, has not, for ſome time, been 
ſormed, join the paternal goodneſs of their ſovereign, in relieving 


the diſtreſſes of the people, and baniſhing from their breaſts the 
ſeeds of jealouſy and ill-humour, which, ſome deſigning perſons 
| have but too well ſucceeded in ſowing among them. May leni- 


tives, not rigour, take place; and the noble peerage of England, 
like the generous barons their forefathers, co-operate in the great 
deſign, by recommending gentleneſs and cleme Fancy to the execu- 
tors ws; juſtice, and the 5 of the people b.: no longer agita <d 


with repeated accounts of fines and impriſonments inflicted on un 

deſigning and harmleſs people, and incurred only | by en 
with induſtry, the neceſſary huſinefs of their reſpective callings. 
The criſis is, at preſent, awctul from abroad. May no unrelent- 
ing ſeverities be uſed to aggravate matters at home. If the dignity 
of juſtice i 18 tO be ſupported, it ſurely i is not to be done by unne- 


ceſſary altercations with bookſellers and printers, and iſſuing out 


mandates from the Royal Bench, to ea a fly ii, the wwhee!. "The 
idea of legal government has ſomething bier in it, than to be 
thrown away upon ſuch objects. Eloquence and knowledze can 
never be better employcd, IE in defending the birthrights of the 
ſubject, in ſettling their diſputes, and fixing the proper ty e and pri- 
vileges of the people. As for thoſe, who, without either 4now- 


ledge or eloquence to recommend then, are diſtinguiſhed for nothing 


but a brutal ferocity, and an odious deſire of illegal force; away 
with all ſuch; their fu. ious temper is not dated to the times. 


Their 
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Their ſavage nature claſhes with the laws, which recommend, on 
all occaſions, lenity and moderation. Above all, let them take care 
that they do not overſhoot themſelves. Their impetuoſity may, 
perhaps, carry them farther than it ought; and the legiſlation of 
Great-Britain will not ſuffer the loweſt ſubject to be cruſhed un- 
deſervedly. In a word, we have heard enough already of proſecu- 
tions and rigour: let gentler methods at laſt take place; and there 
is no doubt, but, under the guidance of a good king, and an able 
parliament, we may again ſoon be made the happy people our 


enemies, to their confuſion, ſaw us not long ago. 


Sold by W. BINGLEY, in the King's Bench Priſon ; and may be had at his Shop, Oppoſite 
Durham Yard in the Strand. Where likewiſe may be had, any of the former Numbers, 
and complete Setts ſewed in blue Paper. © ra Se SR”, EE 


. 8 2 
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N. B. The Forty-fifth Number of the Continuation of this Paper, will finiſh the 
Volume, with which will be given, GRATIs, a general Title, and copious In- 
dex. And thoſe who have been diſappointed, in 'Town, by not receiving it re- 
gularly, by the News-Carriers ; or in the Country, through the miniſterial Man- 
dates delivered to the Clerks of the Poſt-Office, are deſired to cemplete their Sets 
with all Expedition, as they cannot, conſiſtent with the Safety of the Publiſher, 
be printed hereafter in ſmall Pocket Volumes. Es „„ 
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This Day was publiſhed, 
NUMBER VII. Price One Shilling. (To be continued) of 
THE CONSTITUTIONAL MAGAZINE; or, ComererE 
TREASURE of PoLiTtics and LiteERaTURE. For October, 1768. This 
Number contains, A Liſt of the Twelve Hundred and Forty-Seven Liverymen of 
London, the declared Enemies of General Warrants, Seizure of Papers, &c. who 
voted at the laſt General Election for JohN WiLkes, Eſq; Accurate Copy 
of a genuine Letter to a late Governor of Virginia, Thoughts upon the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment of the Navy; with a flight Retroſpect on the State of it in for- 
mer Reigns. Diſplay of Spinoſa's Ratiocination, from the candid Biſhop 
Berkeley. Noble Inſtances of Honour in ſome Knights of the Order of the 
Holy Ghoſt, viz. Scipio de Fieſque; Francis le Roy, Lord of Chavigny; James, 
Qount de Cruſtol; and Francis Gouffier, Lord of Crewecour. An Anſwer 
to the Encomiums beſtowed on M. Freret, a Freethinking Author, by Voltaire, 
in his Catalogue Raiſanne des Eſprits Forts, publiſhed in our laſt Number. The 
Three Letters to Sir William Beauchamp Proctor, Bart. Extract from Mr, 
Livingſton's Letter to the Biſhop of L——#. | | 
London: Printed tor W. BinGLey, oppoſite Durham-Yard, in the Strand, (by 
whom Letters directed to the Author are received) and may be had of all the Book- 
ſellers in Great-Britain and Ireland; as alſo of the News-Carriers in Town and 
Country. 
N. B. The Nobility, Gentry, &c. who are pleaſed to honour the Publiſher with 
their Subſcriptions tc this valuable little Work, are humbly requeſted to fayour 
him with their Addreſs, as, to prevent __ Diſappointment in the Delivery, he has 
engaged proper Perfons regularly to diſtribute the ſame throughout London and 
Weſtminſter, and Places adjacent. Country Orders from Bookſellers and others 


likewiſe duly attended to. 
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To be continued every Saturday. Price Two- 8 I * 
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- Remember, 0 my | friends: 0 b. g e to 

© The generous plan of power delivered down, 1510 

From age to age, by your renown'd forefathers ; 1 
(8 aearly bought, the price of ſo,much blood + / ) | 
'O! let it never periſh i in your hands, 
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you Was - ſo good as to inſert, in one al your PII papers, 
the dialogue I ſent yon on the Middleſex Election, I hope you 
will B POR e eee to the incloſed addreſs; and oblige 
4 1 nn, K. TOP E. B. 


; $ * + * 
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. GuerL what, be hp 


paper, to explain and inforce, in the ferns manner I was able, 


Lime of the principal reaſons, which ought to induce you to chuſe 


Mr. Serjeant *Glynn, - rather than Sir liam Beauchamp Proctor, 


for one of your repreſentatives in parkament ; yet, as the election is 
the 8th inſtant, I cannot omit 


now at laſt fixed for Thurſday next, 
the preſent opportunity of offerin 
more ſentiments on the ſame ſu 

And ay T ſhall take for granted, what, I believe, will be readily 


to your confideration, a few 


allowed, by every one who has given. the leaft attention to what 


hath paſſed in this county for thelgfive-or fix months, that the 
rung. of theſe gentlemen is oppoſed, and the latter is ſupported, 


by the miniſtry. The long and unneceſſary delay in ifluing the 


writ, the warm and unwearicd .canvals that has been carried on by 
the creatures of the court; the threats that have been uſed with 
{ome 
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ſome freeholders, the promiſes that have been made to others, and 


the bribes that have been offered to all, who, the miniſtry thought, 


would be mean enough to accept them ; theſe, and a thouiand 
other circumſtances that might eaſily be mentioned, are Irrefraga- 


ble proofs of the truth of the above pgulatum. But it is needleſs 


to go about to prove what is not denied by the miniſtry themſelves. 
For they are ſo far from endeavouring to conceal, that they have 
all along openly avowed their intention of ſupporting Sir Villiam, 
and controuling the freedom of election. If you talk to them 
of the violation of the laws, which they thereby commit, they 
laugh in your face, and ſet you at defiance. In a word, they ſeem 
to Think” that laws were made only for the body of the people, 
and not for miniſters, or their creatures and dependents; and that 
while a common man may be puniſhed for a feal, or even a pre- 
tended, breach of any law the molt inſignificant, a miniſter, or bis 
agent, may violate the moſt facred and the moſt important . 
abſolute im unity, 3 

- Jam not to be told (for il 4 90 it atieady) that there never was 
4 time, at least, fince a Nat! in the houſe came to be a ſtation of ſo 
much conſequence, When miniſters did not interfere in the electi- 
on of ee of parliament; but then they did it in a ſecret 
and under-hand manner: it is reſerved, I believe, for our time, 


fl 3 1 * 


and, in ſome meaſure indeed, for this county, to ſee them inter- 


fere openly and avowedly, without ſenſe of ſhame, or fear of pu- 
niſhment. Nay, not ſatisfied with ſupporting their favourite can- 
didate with all the weight of their own intereſt, they have even 
the impudence to proſtitute the ſacred name of majeſty, and to 


repreſent him as the king's candidate; as if, forſooth, the members 


of parliament, like the band. of: gentlemen-penfioners, were to be 


nominated by the king, or by the miniſter for the time' being : a 


practice, which, ſhould it ever prevail, would reduce the Houſe of 


Commons to the ſame low and contemptible condition with the 


Roman. ſenate in the time of Caligula, when that profligate and 


wrong-headed emperor propoſed: making his horſe a conſul. 


It muſt, indeed, be acknowledged, that the more prudent, or 
rather the more cunning part of the miniſtry, diſclaim all 1 
tion of interfering i in the election. The bribes, threats, and 
miſes they abſolutely deny ; and, with regard to the 5 
iſſuing the writ, they ſay it was. intended to allay the 19 
ferment, and to allow the freeholders time to return to their right 


ſenſes; that 1 ie, to return to a blind and laviſh ſubmiſſion to their ; 


ſovereign, mandates. Tn other words, the ſacred flame of Li- 
berty, \ which, „ after being long ſmothered, 'had been happily rekind- 
led, "and begin 10 barn rong, they hoped they ſhould be able en- 
tirely to. extinguiſh. by a ſhower. not of rain, but of filver and 
gold. Tn” theſe hopes, Reeves: #5 ruſt they will be diſappointed, 

and that the noble ſpirit, which 5 lately been raiſed, will not 
be ſuffered to die away, nor even to fubfide, until it has fully 
accornpliſhed' its eng; "till it has thorou; hly cleanſed. the Augæan 


able, and effected a a total reformatibn of the ſtate. | 


F 


But the mafk 1 have now mentioned, it is very well known, is 
worn but by A few of the miniſtry, „or their hirelings: che 
greater pd t PORN declare their deſig zn, and boaſt of their being 
able 


No. 78. TT NORTH BRITON. 455 
able to ſecure Sir William's election. They have opened upon 
you, they ſay, the fiood-gates of the Treaſury ; and let you with- 
ſtand the torrent, if you can. In a word, gentlemen, they have 
the unparalleled preſumption to count upon you, as they do upon 


the beggarly inhabitants of Totnes or Old Sorum, and pretend they 


can lead you , by the very ſame means, and with the very fame 
caſe : a piece of infolence, in my opinion, which can be aſcribed 
to nothing but their deſpair of ſucceſs, and their finding you ſu- 
perior to all kind of dee for a rake, it is certain, is never 
more apt to aſperſe the character of a lady, than when he finds 
her virtue abſolutely impregnable. 5 The | 
But the miniſtry, gentlemen, have not only already interfered 
in this election: they mean ſtill to interfere in it; and as Mr. 
Glynn informs you; in his advertiſement in the news- papers, ** to 
«* prolong and delay, as well as to embarraſs and perplex, the poll :” 
ſo that, inſtead of one, as uſual, you will probably be obliged, by 
this new trick, to loſe fix days labour, in attending the election; 
a very gentle puniſhment, it muſt be confeſſed, for your daring to 
follow the dictates of your conſcience, to aſſert your conſtitutio- 
nal privileges, and to give your votes for a man who happens te 


be diſagreeable to the court. The truth is, gentlemen, matters 


are now come to ſuch a paſs, that, if you unhappily flinch on the 


preſent occaſion, which I cannot allow myſelt to think that you 
will, I ſhall expect to ſee you at all future elections waiting on the 


miniſter, to receive his orders, and then procteding to elect the 
perſon recommended with as much unanimity, and I believe too 
with as much freedom, as the dean and chapter elect a biſhop. 
As. it is, therefore, evident, beyond the poſſibility of a doubt, 


that Mr. Serjeant Ghnn is oppoſed, and Sir William Beanchamp 


Proctor is ſupported by the miniſtry, this ſingle circumſtance is, 
in my opinion, ſufficient to determine your choice : fer, as matters 
now ſtand, and have for ſome time ſtood, I would not require any 
ſtronger proof of a man's public merit, than his being obnoxious 
to the court; nor of his demerit, than his being favoured by it. 
True it is, that the intereſt of the prince and the intereſt of the 
people, if rightly underſtood, are the ſame ; but it is no leſs true, 


that the intereſt of the prince and the intereſt of the miniſtry are 
often very different: and it is a certain fact, that the intereſt of 


the miniſtry, I mean their /emporary and mtaken intereſt, has, for 


theſe ſeven or eight years, been not only different from, but totally 
incompatable with the intereſt of the people. The intereſt of 
the people is to defend their own rights; the intereſt of the 


miniftry is to invade them: the intereſt of the people is to ſe- 
cure their own property ; the intereft of the miniſtry is to rob 


them of it. Reflect, gentlemen, on the intolerable Toad of the 
national debt, on the unſupportable burthen of the public taxes, 
on the enormous ſums that are ſwallowed up by placemen and 


penſioners, on che immenſe fortunes that are raiſed by the pre- 
tended guardians of our liberty and property; on the large ſtand- 
ing army that is maintained, rather to overawe, than to defend us 
againſt our enemies; and on the ſtill larger, and perhaps more 
dangerous, army of civil officers, that live at our expence, and 
Prey, like vermin, upon the body-politic. And out of whoſe 
pockets does the money come that defrays all theſe charges? Out 


of 
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| | of whoſe, I would afl, but thoſe of the people ? The people are 

| the bees that make the honey; the people are the ſheep that bear 

the wool : but, like bees and ſheep, they neither make the honey, 
nor bear the wool for themſelves. Theſe are devoured by idle, 
uſeleſs drones, or raviſhed from them 5 n ſtate-vultures : : 


Sic Vos non 17 15 melkfcatic 4 hes ; ; 
Sic Vos: non Vobis vellera fertts Over. 


Is there one of you, gentlemen, that rents a houſe, for inſtance, 
of thirty pounds a year, that does not pay eight or ten pounds in 
axes? Not to mention what you pay on food, cloaths, furniture, and 
every other neceſſary and convenience of life. Dr. Prideaux, 
ſomewhere talking on this very ſubject, makes it a queſtion, 
whether the modern governments of Europe, as they have been 
lately conducted, are a greater bleſſing or curſe to the people; or 
| whether the advantages, which the ſubjects derive from theſe go- 
vernments, are ſufficient to compenſate the miſeries brought 
upon them by their rulers. I will not ſay, that our own. go- 
vernment is yet become ſo oppreſſive, as to intitle us to anſwer 
this queſtion concerning it in the moſt unfavourable ſenſe; but, 
if matters be ſuffered to proceed much longer in the manner they 
have done for ſome time paſt, I believe few people will be at a 
| Joſs to determine what 3" Abo ought to be given. 
Buch being, therefore, the preſent ſituation of affairs, ſuch the 
avarice and rapacity of the great, ſuch the poverty and wretched- 
neſs of the people; and ſuch the melancholy proſpect that lies 
before us, if ſome effectual Reps be not taken to check the one, 
and relieve the other; it will hardly admit of a doubt, which 
is the moſt proper to be your repreſentative in par iament; 
the man, who, from his paſt: conduct, is known to be likely to 
fall in with every arbitrary defign of the miniſter ; or he, wha, 
from his ſpirited behaviour on e occaſions, and from his hav- 
ing nobly dared to ſtand forth in defence of the violated rights and 
privileges of his fellow- ſubjects, may be preſumed to be equally 
willing and capable to ſupport them with vigour in every future 
criſis. The truth is, gentlemen, this point is ſo extremely clear, 
that I think it needleſs any farther to inſiſt upon ut. 
But let us ſuppoſe, what yet will never be ſuppoſed byany one 
who will keep his eyes open, that all miniſterial influence were out f 
the queſtion, and that the: two candidates were to be tried by the 
plain ſtandard. of their perſonal merit; in that caſe, the contraſt 
would be {till more ſtriking. On the one hand, we have a man, 
who, though he probably had the advantage of a liberal education, 
is ſo very ignorant,” that he cannot expreſs himſelf but in, ſuch 
language as a peaſant would be aſhamed of. . On the other, Wwe 
have a learned, eloquent, and able lawyer, intimately acquainted : 
with the conftitution of his country ; .zealous to defend it, when 
attacked; capable to improve it, where. deficient ; and qualified 
to inforce every.meaſure he propoſes, with the moſt powerful and 
perſi aſive arguments. 

I ſhall not here enter into a criticiſm upon Hir William's 
firſt æddreſs and circular letter to. the Freeholders of Middleſex. 
Theyare. both to be ſeen.1 in the news- papers; ; and their rabſurcuty has 
| been 
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been ſufficiently diſplayed by ſeveral other writers. I will only 
obſerve, that had not Sir Milliam been as weak as he Wag ignorant, 
he would never have thus expoſed himſelf to the deriſion of the 


public. He very well knows, perhaps experimentally, that it is 


a common cuſtom at Weſtminſter, Eton, and the 6ther great 
ſchools, for young perſons of family, or of fortune, to employ 
poor lads of better parts and genius to compoſe their exer- 
ciſes. Now, why did not Sir William follow this example? 


Why did not he employ his chaplain, if he keeps one, or ſornne 


learned friend, if he has any; or, at leaſt, ſend for ſome Grub- 
ſtreet writer, to poliſh his adyertiſement ? This expedient, indeed, 
he has now thought proper to adopt. But it happens unluckily, 
that he has overſhot the mark. For, in his new addreſs, he de- 
livers fuch ſentiments, and clothes them in ſuch language, as 

never, I dare ſay, entered his head, or dropt from his pen. A 
man that can hardly ſpeak, and ſtill leſs write, if ever he ventures 
to appear in print, ſhould confine himſelf to the plain and ſimple 


ſtile: he ſhould never preſume to riſe into the figurative. But 


Sir William has been guilty, or his aſſiſtant has madethim guilty 
of this impropriety. In his new addrels he ſays; for conduct 
„like this, I have now 'the approbation of my own heart ; and 
, that approbation is ecchoed back by your voices at the enſuing 
poll, 1 ſhall eſteem it the beſt reward an honeſt man can re- 
** ceive.” Who can imagine, or who can believe, that a man 
who lately talked of being afiduovs or /hewing duty, and or pre- 


ferving- hberties, is the author of this ſentence?” The writer, 1 


ſuppoſe, is ſome merry wag, who had a mind to render the poor 
knight ridiculous, by making him utter ſentiments, which, it is 
more than probable, he does not underſtand. The world, ſays 


the proverb, little knows what filly fellows govern it; and there 


never, I believe, was a ſtronger proof, than Sir William's late 
conduct, of the truth of this obſervation. 


It is farther to be remarked, that, in this new deat. Sir. 


William hath thought proper to put on a maſk, and aſſume a 
new character ; for whereas formerly he and his party had the 
inſolence to load the people with the moſt opprobrious epithets, 


calling them the Mob, the Rabble, the Canaille, and repreſenting 
the ſpirit of Liberty as a  ſpicit of Licentiouſneſs, they have, all f 
a ſudden, changed their note; and we now hear of nothing but 
of Sir William's being true to the CAusE or THE PeoPLE, and 


being guided in all his actions by the ſpirit of LIBERTY. .._. 
I cannot, in my conſcience, accuſe Sir William of having him- 
{elf contrived this ſtratagem ; ſince, bungling as it is, I believe it 


is rather beyond his reach: it muſt certainly have been ſuggeſted” 


to him by fome of his friends among the miniſtry. But you gen- 
tlemen, I am fatisfied, are not ſo very ſimple as to be caught by 
ſuch a bait; you have too often heard of the practice among 
pirates of throwing out falſe colours, to ſuffer yourſelves to be deceived 
by ſuch a wretched artifice. 

As the characters, therefore, of the two candidates are not only 
ſo very different, but almoſt totally oppoſite ; as the one is poſ- 
ſeſſed of every quality of head and heart, which can recommend 
him to your favour ; while the other, beſides being deſiitute of the 


qualities 
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qualities of the bead. has ſeveral of the heart, which muſt neceſ- 
farily make you doubtful of the ſincerity of his profeſſions ; as 
this, I ſay, is the caſe, I will not offer ſuch an inſult to your un- 
derſtanding, as even to drop the moſt diſtant hint where your 
choice ought to fall. © 
» I ſhall conclude with obſerving ; ; that you gentlemen, the inde- 
pendent F recholders, have, at leaſt, one advantage over your venal 
and proſtitute brethren, whoſe number, however, I hope, will 
appear, upon trial, to be very inconſiderable; viz. that you can 
take the oath againſt bribery and corruption with a much ſafer 
conſcience; whereas theſe abject creatures of the court, in order 
to preſerve their places or procutè new ones, muſt ſet Heaven at 
defiance. But, however apt they may be to talk of religion upon 
other occaſions, it has always been found, that, whenever their 
Intereſt comes in queſtion, they have made as little ſcruple of 
violating” the laws of God, as * W the liberties of their 
country. 


J am, 
GENTLEMEN, | 
Your ſincere well-wiſher, 


And moſt humble ſervant, 
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Sald by W. BINGLEY, in the King's Bench Priſon; py may be had at his Shop, ** 
Durham Yard in the Strand. Where likewiſe may: be had, any of the former Numbers, 
and complete Sets ſewed in blue Paper, | 


* * 94 þ 8 A * 


2 —_ ä 
— 1 r e K * 2 
1 _— r . 


NUMBER LAXIX. (or XXIII of the ConTinwa rien) 
To be continued every ard. rice, Ty e x Hllpeny. | 


z 1 


Y —— 3 


nnn. 


| SATURD JAY, DECEMBER 10, BY 


— — —— — — — —_— — — f 
| Br ronte capilat, of cab, 1 
„Caronis Dis ich. 


man, who A. ad ld of. ſome Jock 


purpole;: 


n the efure if G 4 
Which, tales at the flood, leads in to fortune 


| . ee Hos and 


men of the Aer F 


er } ick ed "the cards, or co the dice, in order to de- 


in their knaviſh tricks, and obliged to 
reſtore * ag gain; but it hath mage commonly happened, 
by the. help of a grave or an impudent face, they have 
efcay ed 1 detedtion, and got clear off wit 
not A preſs 
layed Fhetr cords well at the expence of their friends and acquaint- 
ance: theſe I ſhall leave to the recollection of every reader: I 
confine myſelf entirely to thoſe great gamblers, who have 
plajed Ther — well + at the — of the nation; ; even of 
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r is a en os in the 3 of. every ane, thats. 
portunity to. make. 

| where 3 on this very ſubj wy 6 that there 1 is 2 
favourable. criſis, in the life of moſt "mens hien if they properly 
improve, their fortune is made for ever; but, if they neglect it, 
they may never perhaps be able to recover. And Shakefficar, with 
his uſual energy, ſays, Mill more . to the ſame 


N 175 5 ; 


ifeſſed, that thoſe who have been moſt 
LR cards well, have not always been 
grtdous lives, or the moſt ſcrupulous con- 
th like arrant 8 and ſharpers, they have 


Endlers, too, they have 


their plunder. I ſhall 
nt take notice of any of thoſe petty gamblers, who have. 
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theſe I Hall only point out a few of che moſt diſtinguiſhed. And 
the firſt. I ſhall mention is the famous/cardinal Woljey, ho played - 
his cards ſo' well in the reign of king Henry VIII. as to acquire an 
annual revenue equal; if not ſu perior, to that of his royal maſter: - 
But Hol/ey ſhared the fate which ſhould'ever attend gamblers. His- 
wealth excited (envy; his conduct was narrowly watched; his 
tricks were diſcovered; he was ſtripped of his fortune, and re- 
duced: to kis primitive” poverty: and utehull did lately, and 
Hampton Court * Palars, and Chrift- Church College in Oxford, ſtill 
remain monuments of the immenſe ſums W he n | 
from the people. *. N. 1. A dd 10 . 
The reign of * Edward VI. and chat of: queen Shy; were, 
both of chen, too mort to afford much opportunity for this political 
card: playing Queen Elaabelb, it is tre hel her favourites; but 
the was too frugal, as well as too juſt, a princeſs, to ſuffer any of 
her miniſters to play their cards well at the expence of her other 
ſubjects. The reigns of all the prinees of the Stuart-line were one 
continued ſeries. of political Tur nere ; and Somerſet and Buck- 
ingham firſt, Clarendon and Danby afterwards, found means to 
drain the nation of confiderable -ſams of money. But Somerſet, 
with Bis fortune, had well nigh loſt his life: Buckingham loſt his 
life, though his family did * loſe his fortune: Clarendon loſt 
his fortune, and was baniſhed the kingdom : and Dandy, though 
he was able to weather the ſtorm, ſuſtained: ſeveral rude and vio- 
ent ſhocks from the parliament. The miſtreſſes, too, of king 
Charles II. played their cards to good purpoſe; and ſome of their 
_Folterity, particularly gur preſent would-be prims 7 miniſter; are 
now enjoying the früits of their mothers” induftlys and the re- 
wards of their diſhonous. - Judge Feferies likewiſe attempted to 
play lis garde; and for ſome time, it muſt: be owned, he played 
them not unſucceſsfully; but he Was, at laſt, obliged to pay the 
forfeit of his life to the juſt indignation of an enraged people. 
| King - Wilkan reſembled! queen Elizabeth, as in many other 18 
peas, 6 Hkevriſe in this, that few miniſters could play their cards 
_ wvell during his reign: their minds were too much taten up with the 
intereſt of England, and the general intereſts of Europe, to leave 
them much ine to attend to their on narrow and ſelfiſh intereſts. 
In queen Ajine's reign the duke of Marlborough played his cards to 
very good: purpoſe ; but he played them as pax 4 to the honour 
and advantage of the nation, as to bis own- private. emolument, . 
© and therefore he has never been branded with the name of a po- 
 litical gambler. As to Bolngbroke and Oxford, they had juſt dealt 
the cards, and were beginning to ſort their hands, when the 
Queen s ſudden and unexpected death put an end to the game. 
But there is ne period in the Engliſh hiſtory (exc epting always 
the preſent bleſſed period) when the practice of Aw card-playing 
was more prevalent'than during the famous Sourh-Sea ſcheme in the 
year 1720, When a ſet of the moſt deſperate gamblers and Nan pers, 
that ever infeſted any nation, played their cards ſo well, that, in the 
ſpace of àſew months, they picked the pockets of che people of 
no leſs than a million and a half fterling. For this 5 everal 
members were expelled the houſe of commons; ie the 
reſt, Fohn' At Nabie, eſq- chancellor of the exchequer: and the 
committee, appointed to enquire into the matter, declared; that 
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<«</they had diſcovered x Hain of the deapsirfrand! and: villaing,'- 
< that.hell ever contrived to ruin a natien . - Accorditigly ſonie of 
the prinaipal gambſen were ſeiaed. ; and anade i reſtaxe; the booty 

they had taken «| But Night, che ccſNhi,e- land: one oH the Molt: 
green- book, containing the, ſedrets of the companytz14 oircum- 
ſtance, that renderediit impoſſible for the committee yer: to dive to- 
the bottom of the rj ect. Mug li continued abroad about twenty- 
three years, and then returned to his native country, Where he 

died; and ; his! on Nef probably as a teward of, the father's 
villainy, was created a peer of Ireland by the title of haron Lux- 
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Though the commongqpretended to examine into this affair 


with the utmoſt rigour and ſeverity, yet were not the unhappy 


— * 


. ſufferers ſatisfied with“ theirh cndUNt: F! they ſtill. believed the 


commons to be the principal criminals; and a great crowd of 
them came to; the door! of che houſe, and demanded juſtice 
in the moſt. clamorous manner. The: .houſe was alarmed. ;-. 


the juſtices © and conſtables were ordered to attend {and pro- 


tect the members; and the proclamation againſt riots; was: 
twice read: upon which the petitioners diſperſed, crying 
out, That they firſt picked their pockets, and then threat: 


ened to ſend them to jail for complaining.” Sir Robert tal-,; 


pol., it is well known, had a ſpace of no leſs than twenty 


years to play lis cards in, and it is certain he play'd them toler-. 


ably ; witneſs the houſe, or rather the palace, he built at 'Hough- ' 


Ton in Norfolk: but he was ſo narrowly watched, and fo vigor- 


ouſly oppoſed by Wyndham, Shippen, Pulteney, Bolingbroke, and. 


others, that he never durſt venture upon any bold or deſperate 
| ſtroke; and hence it was, that he retired from buſineſs in no very 


affluent circumſtances.” Pulteney, too, is ſaid to have been a po- 


 fitical gambler, and to have received the greateſt part of his for- 
tune as a gift Tom the crown; but, in a pamphlet which he wrote-. 


about the Fear 173 i, he abſolutely denies the fact, and affirms, that 


the only favour (if indeed it can be called a favour) which he ever 
received from the crown, was the converting part of his eſtate 


_ Into a freehold; for which he paid the fum of 500 J. which joined 


ts the other expences amounted to41-300/. making up in all a: 
whole year's rent of. the peemiſſes. 7 i 4 
I come now to the preſent period; a period, that will be ever 
memorable. in the annals of England, for having produced the 

_ greateſt number of political gamblers, that has yet appeared in this. 
dr in any other nation; and which this nation at no other time, 


and no other nation at any time, could have ſuffered to prey upon 


it with ſuch perfect impunity. But where ſhall I begin? or 
where ſhall I end? For their numbers are ſo great, and their 
enormities ſo ſhocking, that I am abſolutely perplexed and diſ-. 
tracted in my choice. Shall I begin with a late popular com- 
moner, and, now unpopular peer, who, though originally poſ- 
ſieſſed of ſo ſmall an eſtate as was hardly ſufficient. to qaalify him 
for a ſeat in the lower houſe, has, by the miſtaken public ſpirit. 
of an old doating baronet, and the unexampled liberality. of a too 
indulgent maſter, acquired a fortune equal to fame of the richeſt 
and moſt. ansient families in the kingdom? But let mend elt 
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the memory of the dead. Mr. Pitt had his day, and when he had it, 
he ſhone forth with a noble and diſtinguiſhed luſtre. When in- 


truſted with the conduct of our public affairs, he conducted them 


honourably for himſelf, and gloriouſly for the nation; and, had he 


never ſtained his onee ſpotleſs character by an union with the inſ6-' 
lent and deteſted favourite, his e "his penſion, and perhaps 
even his peerage, might have been forgiven him. But he now 
remains, and will ever remain, a melancholy proof of the truth 
r rrðrði. 2 Gicrque beatus n. 
Ante Obitum nemo ſupremaque funera debet. 8 


7 . 


and a half, nay, ſome ſay two millions of money. This, 1 


There is another eminent lawyer, that ſhall at preſent be name- | 
leſe, who, notwithſtanding all his profeſſions of diſintereſtedneſs 
and ſelf-denial, hath /ayed his cards as well as either of the fore- 
going. Born; as he was, on the North fide'of the Tweed, he is“ 
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deeply infected with the principles of flavery and ideſpotiſmꝭ and 

theſe he hath endeavoured, aid unhappily but with too mich 

ſucceſs, to introduce in to the courts of judicature in this kin gdm. 

He hath continued now, for theſe ſix years and upwards, to ſupport 

with all the quirks and quibbles of the law, every At hitrary meaſe of 

every tytannical minilter; i that, durin g that time, he hath always 

been conſidered, and often indeed called, the grand prop and pillar 

of the government. The conſequence'is, that he has acquired ſuch 

an intereſt not only with the miniſtry, which is fleeting and change- 

able, but alſo with the court, which is fixed and permanent, that 

no favour he aſks can poſſibly he denied him. 'Frue it is; he in- 

formed us, in a ſpeech he delivered on a late memorable occaſion, 

that he never ſolicited or received any favour from the court but: 

the place he holds ia the law but he did not inform us, Whether 

he had not ſolicited and received favours for his friends and rela- 

tions: and even ſuppoſing, what yet is very doubtful; that he ha& 

never ſolicited or received any favours either for himſelf or de- 
pendants, it will not thence follow, that he has not played ſus 

_ cards well, A large ſtock of intereſt ſecured at court, and reſerved- 
to be employed upon a proper occaſion, may be as good, perhaps 

during theſe unſettled times may even be better, than the imme-- 

diate enjoyment of places and penfions, which may be taken away 

at pleaſure; in the ſame manner as a ſum of money depoſited inn 

the bank, where it is free from all danger, is'a better and more- 
_ negotiable property, than if it were locked up in one's own ſtrong- 

box at home, where it may be conſumed by fire, or ſtolen by 
thieves. .y. _ PEI Py 258 1 5 3 57 | e 
l muſt omit taking notice of carl P— 


as 


104 —y, who has gotta re- 
3 giment . poſt for which, it is certain, from the nature of bis 
__ education, he muſt be admirably qualified; and Henry Seymour 
C,, eſq. who has procured the office of lieutenant-ge- 
neral of the ordnance; and of. all. the other little fry of political 
gamblers and ſharpers, who have Had the addreſs to play their cards 
well during the late troubled period. I ſhall only take the liberty. 
of mentioning two more of the principal gamblers; but two of , 
the moſt impudent, the moſt worthleſs, and yet the moſt ſucceſſ- 
ful; I mean our preſent pretended prime miniſter, and the late, 
chief city magiſtrate. The prime minifter, it is on all hands 
acknowledged, roſe firſt into notice, as well as into power, by the. 
popularity he gained in eſpouſing the caufe of Mr. Wilkes, and. 
in oppoſing the illegal and unconſtitutional.fteps which the mi- 
niſtry took to perſecute that gentleman---and,. indeed, this was 
the caſe of moſt of our late and preſent miniſters---but, like a 
fooliſh: boy as he is, he had no ſooner mounted the ſtate- ſcaffold, 
than he kicked down the ladder by which he had got up; and. 
now that he is obliged to come down again, I dare fay he would 
be glad of ſome ſuch uſeful conveyance ; and I wiſh to God that, 
for want of ſome ſuch, he may not break his neck in the fall. 
But, fool as he may be in other reſpects, he is no fool in po-. 
litical gambling; for being accuſtomed, from his youth, to private 
ganibling, he has been thereby enabled to play his part to admira- 
tion in that of a public nature. It muſt, indeed, be owned, 
that, as a private gambler, he was rather ſomewhat unſucceſsful, 
having loſt his whole fortune to the late duke of Cumberland; out 
| | taat 
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that is the very reaſon why he has ſucceeded ſo. well as a public 


gambler. The wit, which we learn from dear-bought experience, 
is always the moſt uſeful ; and having felt, from his'cartleſfineſ;, 
the hardſhip of poverty, he was determined, by his induſlry, to 
ſecure the pleaſures of afluence : and this he is faid to have done 
to very good purpoſe. Nor has he only taken care to ſupply him- 


ſelf with wealth; he has likewiſe had the addreſs to adorn himſelf 


with honours ; for, merely by the weight of his miniſterial cha- 
rater, he has got himſelf, contrary to all reaſonable expectation, 
elected Chancellor of the univerſity of Cambridge. What mo- 
tive could induce the members of that learned body to elect ſuch 
a Chancellor, I am at a loſs to determine. If they expect 


any favours from him in his miniſterial capacity, they will find 


themſelves diſappointed ; for his miniſterial power is already vir- 
tually expired, and the ſhadow will ſoon follow the ſubſtance. If 
they imagine, that the dignity of his character will do honour to 
the univerſity, they will, if ppſſible, be ſtill more miſtaken ; for 


I believe it would be difficult to pick out, from the whole body of 


the nobility, a man of leſs real or genuine dignity of character. 


I can only think of one ſervice, which he can perform to the uni- 4 


verſity, and that is, when the ſtudents come up to town, to ſee 
the world, as they phraſe it, in plain Engliſh to ſpend a few days, 
or rather nights, in the purlieus of Covent-Garden, the chancellor 
will be a very proper perſon to head the party, and to ſhew them 

eception. Or, perhaps, he may be 


But of all the potirjcal gainblers that ever were heard of, com- 
mend me to che late worthy lond-mayor of London, who, though 


totally deſtitute of every other kind of merit, but that of having 
_ fought, for the honour of the miniſtry, a few battles with ſome 


chimney-ſweepers and ballad-fingers, played his cards fo well, that 


5 he hath got himſelf appointed 2 privy counſellor 7 and obtained the 
cloathing of ſo many regiments, as brings him in, it is affirmed, 
a clear profit df 4000 l. per w. 


Let me only obſerve, before I'gonclude, that there is one man, 


who, though he had as fair opportunities, as ever man had, to 
play his cards well, yet played them moſt unſkilfully, I mean the 
late duke of Neꝛocaſtle; for fo far from endeavouring to build up 


his own fortune upon the ruin of that of the public, he ſpent the 
greateſt part of it in ſupporting the honour and dignity of the 


crown, and promoting, to the beſt of his power, the welfare of 
the nation. But Newcaftle was a fool, and did not know the world; 


and was ſo weak as to think, that a virtuous miniſter ſhould always 


ſacrifice his own private intereſt to the intereſt of his country. 


T1 am, Sir, yours, &c. 


E 2 
In our laſt, p. 478, 1. 10, for with a mach ſafer conſcience, read, aith a ſafe conſcience. 
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Wen n 548 Dake {thededtors, others the elected; 


P 
Le tive uſed force, others artifice and all have endeavoured, 


by every meahs in their power, to procure a houſe of Commons 
entirely at their own devotion. Theſe arts, indeed, have ſome- 
Himes" Taffcarried, ani ſometimes ſucceeded; but whether 


hade mifcarried or ſucceeded, the deſign has been equally crimi- 


nal, though the event not equally. yt 
obſerves, in hi 8 2t1. * 1 | | Ja 8. 
uſt in a Irma may bo as juſtly and more. fron ly 


breach of tru 
applied to a corrupt and deſpotic miniſter. « A prince, ſays that 


celebrated philoſopher, acts alſo eontrary to his truſt, when he 


either employs the force, treafure and offices of the ſociety, to 


<eorrupt the repreſentatives, and gain them to his purpoſes ; or 


< openly pre-engages the eleftors, and- preſcribes to heir choice 
* ſuch, as he 4 by ſolicitations, threats, promiſes, or other- 


© wiſe, won to his deſigns, and employs them to bring in ſuch, 


c 25 have promiſed befere-hand what to vote and what to enact. 


„ Thus to regulate candidates and elections, and to ne- model the 
0 ee, of elefion,. what is it but to ct up the government. by the 


— 


rate, and poiſon every fountain of public "ſecurity ? F or the 
ae people having reſerved to themſelves the Choice of their repre- 


„ ſentatives, as a fence to their properties, could do it for no 


other end, but that they might always be freehy choſen, and ſo 


* bly as this, and endeavonr to ſet up the declared abettors of his © 


ce choſen: ' freely af and abe. as the neceffity of the common- . 
« wealth and public good ſhould, upon examination and mature 


debate, be Judged. to require. prepare ſuch an aſſem- 


* ozwn toll for the true repreſentatives and lau- mabers of the 


* ſociety, is certainly as great a breach of truſt, and as perfect a 


e declaration of a deſign to Jubvert the . as is Poſſi- 
« ble to be met with.” 


But whatever may be the criminality or danger of 4 at- 


5 ſuch is the tyrannical and violent diſpoſition of moſt 


miniſters, that they always have made, and, if ſome freſh expe- 
dient be not found out to check their encroaching ſpirit, they 
always will make them. In the arbitrary teign of Ring Richard 
II. the practice firſt began of packing parliaments; and the un- 


confiitutional ſteps When that Preises took to accompliſh this 


EE end, 


ME ale on eee 
ve 7 thefreedom and in; ene 


they, 
Ee or What i Nr. | . Locke 


rob, 
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end, were one of the principal means that deprived him of his 
crown, "ad; lot after; 7 his lie. The example was followed 
by mot of his ſuccefſots, by none more than by king James 
L Who, in the celan 6k hel iffued for fummoning his very 
ffiſt eme, re{cribett to the people what perſons they ſhould 
oe hoſe; ; and he added, “ it any perſon take upon him the 
place of Knight, Citizen, or oh not being duly elected, 
bY inge "to; the laws and ſtatütes in Bat behal provided, and 
7 to the. 40 ef: 8, and true meaning 7 tis our Pre- 
« clamation, then eve ry perion ſo offending ſhall be fined or im- 
4 prifones: 1 the fime.” But the pe6ple of that age were not to 
be frightened with a few big Words. They -chofe ſeveral perſoris 
under the very predieament which the King had prohibited; nor 
was it without the utmoſt difficulty, that 5 was able to obtain 
E falt conceſſions on that Head 110 tom the parliament. 
he ſame courfe was part ſued by His ſon; Rz Chartes I. and 
ann poet by his grändlon, King en II. Who by the ſa- 
maus ſtatute of Ne MWarranto, had well nigh obtained the power 
of nominating: alt the re reſentatives of all the boroughs in Eug- 
land.” But this, with'vt! er arbitrary ſteps of the king, exdited 
ſuch a ſpltit of dtfconteft in the nation, that the people rettirned 
fuch members as effectüalſy thwarted the deſigns of the court; 
rf the King finding it impoſſible to procure a parliament to his 
Fri g, continued, during. the remaining part of his reign, to 
tale Without p arliaments. 
But there 18 A more gentle, and yet A more eebcigur method 
& c deftteyinig the freedom of elections, than force and violence; 
atd that is, the more powerful expedient of bribety and corrup- 
tion: fot the people of England may be led, but cannot fo eaſily 
be drives. This method, indeed, could not be employed, at 
eaſt not to any conſiderable degree, by the Engliſh princes before 
te Revolution; for, what by the narrowneſs of their revenue, 
what by the rapacity of 'their 7 ainifters and miſtrefles, and what 
by their own' prodig gality and profuſion, they never had it in their 
power to below any great ſtims in bribing the body of the electors. 
Aud f6 little were ine afliaments of that age accuſtomed to ſee 
-the houſe filled by cell new- invented arts, that lord Cote men- 
rions a perſon, who, having procured himſelf to be returned 
member for a certain borongh, by giving 47. to the Mayor, was 
expelled the Houle with great indignation, and the Mayor ſent to 
"tt Tower, Four pounds might, perhaps, in thoſe times, be 
1 qual to forty pounds at prefent; but, notwithſtanding this dif- 
ference in the value of money, it muſt certainly be allowed to 
Rave been a very cheap purchafe: for I dare ſay, that moſt of our 
wiodern Borough-jobbers would think they had made a very good 
bargain, if the) could obtain a ſeat in the houfe for ten times the 
f ned ſum. And if all the Mayors in England, who 
have lately received bribes for contributing their aſſiſtance towards 
Keutin the election of members of parliament, were to be ſent 
t the. Scher, I am afraid the Board of Works would be under a 
nel Moy y. of aüugmenting the number of apartments in that royal 
rifor. 
H Ner is it only by deſtroying the f reedom of election, that the 
kreedorn of partiament may be deſtroyed : that end may be as 
_ Gffty accompliſhed, after the members are freely choſen, by 
vat is fotnttimes called garbling the parliament, or, as it is more 
_confitnonly, though leſs properly, ' termed, ceeding the houſe. 
üt it Happens unluckily, upon tt jeſs occafions; that our political 


"gardeners proceed in a manner very different from common gar- 
7} for Whereas theſe latter content themſelves with pulling 


the 
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the weeds, and letting the „wers ſtand, the former, on the con- 
trary, frequently root up the flowers, 13 the rankeſt werde 


in their room. Menaces, of this kind, have been already thrown, 
out, very liberally againſt ſome particular members, who were 


of, 


choſen in sppofition to the court-intereſt; and it is credibly re- 


_ -” 


ported, that ſeveral of our moſt, noted borough+jobbers acfually 
retained cquhci}, before, hn eden began, it defend the 4 
Faudable practices; ſo that thoſe, who 3 out, of, the houſe 
at the fore-dovr, may have a back-door opened to: thern, and 
preſs themſelves, as it were, into the ſervice of their country. 
I need hardly mention, as another moſt powerful engine for de- 
ſtroying the freedom and independence of parliament, the ſlaviſh 
ſubjection in which all thoſe, members are held, who, enjoy any 
places or penſions ſrom the government; for few princes are en- 
dued with that generous and heroic ſpirit, RICH, Rmared our 


14 


% 


— 


When Sir Thomas Littleton was treaſurer of the navy, the court 


1 


laſt poſſible period. But w hat has been the conſequence of all 


their condition is fo deplorable, that, were not their conduct as 
odipus as it is ridiculous, I ſhould be ſtrongly inclined, to pity 
them : for 1 am ſomewhat of Mrs. Peachun's opinion, that 
it is @ movity thing to ſie great men in Ailoi, Never, indeed, 
did any adminiſtration, ſince the acceffion of the auguſt family of 
Brunſwick to the throne, fuſtain ſuch a fignal and diſgracef ul over- 
throw, as was ſuſtained by the prefent, one on the 28th of. M arch 
and the 14th of December; nor ever did any receive ſuch mor- 
Ot PT IEP 37 0 e 
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they would be held by al the other 00 


independent electors, r dall oply g 


having given them orders t to commit ; 


Middleſex by the noſe, But let him be content with exerciſing 


4.38 Tu NORTH BRIT ON. No. 30. 
tifying and unequivocal proofs of the utter abhorrence in which 


their meatiiresiare held/hyiths county of Meddle, and in which 


unties in the, kingdom, 
Halle; acquain ted with 


i cre. theſe, as Fel as, th We county. f 


their proceedings t is not io be do by 0 however, but the 
noble ſpirit of iBerty,. Which has, been, bappily. raiſed. in this 


county, will ſoon [diffu tle) IF, ov P ET, js hole nation; and, in 
fact, I believe, it 18 nk, 510 0 fulgd, . 


to be choſen next ſpring, 10 as, gel 


„Werg the parliament 
aſt, the miniſtry. would 
4 ird of, the counties 


q? 


ndt be able to carry thei ir election 
or boroughs i in Laie HP Put ORR 
With 775 to 55 party of dclperate, roffans, who were hired 
to go to rentford, to e Fo io murder, the free and 
blerye,, that Sir Wilkam has 

now confeſſed his haying hired ſuch ; party: he only denies his 


al Moutrages; but had not 
TS,. it is not likely they 


LI 


he, or his 5 given, ik em Auch 


| would have | een guilty e of any violencg. , And had d not the a 
been privy to the plot, or, at leaſt, very willing. to connive. at it, 


we ould certainly, e cr. this time, have 1een,a proclamation in 
the Gazette for diſcovering the villains, In. the, ſame 


we have ſeen one for difcoyering, the perſon, who carve dn 


45 upon juſtice Cafels door. But it is now, it ſeems, a more 
cinous crime to deſace the door of a juſtice of the peace who 


| Happens to be a favourite of the court, than to deface, or eyen 
deſtroy, the perſons of his majeſty's liege. ſubjects, who have 


given no other offence than refuſing, to ſacrifice, ..at. the deſire of 


the miniſtry, their own liberties, and thoſe of their poſterity. 


In a former number of this paper, I gave it as my opinion, 
that the maſſacre, perpetrated i in St. George's Fields, was merel 


an act of miniſterial vengeance againſt the freeholders of Middle- 


lex, for having choſen Mr. Wilkes as one of their repreſentatives 


in parliament. In the ſame paper, I expreſſed my apprehenfions, 
that, if ever the freeholders ſhould again commit, or ſeem in- 
clined to commit, the like unpardonable crime, the M- 


would 
find means to inflict upon them the ſame, or the like kind of 


vengeance; and the riot raiſed, and the cruelties exereiſed, at the 


election at Brentford, are, I think, a ſufficient proof, that my ap- 


prehenſions were well founded. Theſe deſperate banditti, how- 


ever, theſe Iriſh rapparees may, perhaps, find, that the perſons 
who employed them, however great, are incapable. to protect 


then from the penalties of the law ; and, indeed, if there be any 
perſon that is capable to protect them, the laws of England are 


already ſubverted. But, perhaps, it will be ſaid, that the mi- 


niſtry have as good a right to raiſe a riot, as the weavers of Spital- 
fields, or the ſailors of Wafping ; ; a Claim, to which! have not the 
Jeaſt objection, provided it be, at the ſame time, allowed, that 
they are as well qualified, as theſe worthy gentry, to conduct the 
2 5 of the nation 

Sir William's caſe is fo truly pitiable, that it would be 1 
Pag of cruelty to inſult him in his misfortunes. He has been 
plainly no more than a tool to the miniſtry ; and now, finding 
that he cannot ſerve their purpoſe, they will probably leave him 


to brood over his diſappointment. But Sir William has not only 
been abuſed by the miniſtry : he has, if poſſible, been ſtill more 


abuſed by a certain nobleman, who has no ſhare in the miniſtr Y 5 
and who, truſting, as uſual, to the greatneſs of his fortune, the 


ſplendour of his rank, and the influence he poſſeſſes as lord lieu- 


tenant of a county, imagined he could lead the freeholders of 


his 
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his l in his native county of N-rth-mb-rl-nd ; the free- 
holders of Middleſex will be no longer his vaſſals.. This noble- 


5 11 "ks 6481. | . iin . . | 
man's pride, T believe, is as much mortified, by the miſcarriage 


of the poll, as that of Sir William; and his patience, it is certain, 
was put to a moſt ſevere trial on the night after the election, when 
ſome malicious rogues got into the belfry of the. ſteeple of Sz. 
Martin's in the Fields, and rung him ſuch a peal in his ears, as, I 
dare ſay, will make him hate the muſic of bells as long as he 
lives. Some people could never like the muſic of bells: his grace; 
therefore, may eaſily pretend, that he is one of that number. 

There is one perſon more to whom I muſt pay my compli- 
ments; I mean the gentleman, who drew up for Sir William his 


ſecond addreſs, and wrote moſt of the letters that appeared for 


him in the news-papers. This, courteous reader, is no other 
than the celebrated author of the Auditor. I thought indeed, that 


he had been long fince dead: I am ſure his epitaph is to be found 


in the 33th Number of the North Briton. But, perhaps, the 
preſent heat of political altercation may, notwithſtanding the in- 


clemency of the weather, have recalled him into life, like many 


other inſects of the - ſcribbling fpecies. If he has, therefore, 


been favoured with a reſurrection, I wiſh he would draw his 


Tey gooſe - quill, and defend the meaſures of the preſent 
N , particularly the maſſacre in St. George's fields, and the 
riot at Brentford; for theſe, certainly, ſtand as much in need of 
defence, as ever did any meaſures of the favourite, which the 


Auditor defended with ſuch ſtrength of argument and ſuch 
power of eloquence. His political abilities are univerſally con- 


feſſed; and his learned diſſertation upon the Florida Turf will re- 


main a laſting monument of his geographical knowledge. D. 


Though the following piece be ſomewhat, foreign to the deſign of 
our paper; yet, as it contains the Palinodia, or recantation of 


a ſet of gentlemen, who are not over- apt to acknowledge them- 

ſelves in an error. we could not decently refuſe them an opportu- 

nity of giving the world ſuch an inſtance of their candour. 

The Amende Honorable; or humble Conrtss10N, and AoTOGx 
of the Critical Reviewers, humbly ſnewing ) 


THAN eres, in our review of the month of November 


no laſt paſt, in our cenſure of the funeral ſermon preached 
by DR. FREE on the murder of Mr. Allen, we unfortunately 
advanced, that—* this preacher may be called the Drummer of 
„ SEDITION ;'*—we are now of opinion, that he cannot be ſo 
called conſiſtently with propriety of ſpeech, or with common 


ſenſe, ſince upon recollection we find, that preaching is the 


ation of the Lips, and drumming of the Hands, and that people 


never apply a drum to their mouths, but an inſtrument of another 
fort ; and therefore we think that he ſhould rather be called the 


trumpeter. And ſo indeed we ſhould have called him at firſt, had 


not the drum in St. George's fields too much affected our heads. — 
However, by the appearance of this rerraclation, or after-thought, 


we humbly hope, that the publick will be convinced, that we are 


now capable of diſcovering the agreement or diſagreement of our 


oꝛon ideas, and conſequently that we are capable of judging of the 
compoſitions of other men. 


Purther and whereas, out of our perpetual enmity to the prin- 


ciples of the Revolution, we likewiſe unfortunately aſſerted, that 
the DocTRINE of the ſaid SER MON is ſo full of NonsENsE, iat 
it unhinges the laws which keep civil ſociety in ſafety, &c.—We are 
of opinion, that we have herein attributed too much to Non/en/e, 
and made it too powerful: fince, by our own experience, we are 

| now 
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now convinced, that Nonſenſe is ſomething that is very weak. 
Nay, farther, as Nonſenſe is generally ſuppoſed to have no meaning 
---for Nonſenſe is no ſenſe, and no ſenſe has no meaning - we are in 
conſequence obliged to inform the Public, that in this particular 
we miſtook our own purpoſe - Our reel defign being to have fhen, 
that Dr. Fxzx had a meaning in every word, and a bad and. fedi- 
tious meaning, and that all his parallels from hiftory are deſigned 
to draw reſemblancet of the preſent times, by reciting thoſe that 
are paſt. And whereas this ind of writing by PARALLEts Is of 
_ -a libellons tendency, and was invented by PLUTARCH of Chero- 
na, with a defign to magnify the charaFers of people, who 
| flouriſhed under commontwealths; in which he hath never been 
followed by any 4o7iters, who were friends to the houſe of Stuart: 
we think it highly neceſſary, to prevent the growZh of ſuch prin- 
ciplet, that the ſaid PP ARCH of Cheronea ſhould be hanged in 
effigy upon Mr. Allen's ſign-poſt, and ſhot at by picꝶht men from 
tome of the regiments of the Guards, as a terror to all the J/higs 
and Republicans paſſing and repaſſing upon the roads and high- 
ways in N. Vn ” ... eee ee 
And whereas the author of the SFRMON has had the infolence 
to call thoſe military executions MURDER, wherein we place the 
fafety of civil ſociety, and pretends that his'SERMoN is written 
in ſupport of the SixrH Commandment, we as politicians (for we 
have no Divine amongſt us) think it expedient, that as the Papifts 
have occafionally altered or omitted the SzconD Commandment, 


de as Facobites, advocates for arbitrary power, fthould be allowed 


to take the ſame liberty with the Sixrn; and that inſtead of 
* Thou ſhalt do zo MuxbzR”'—we might be permitted. to 
read— Thou ſhalt do /ome MURDERS— By which means a jtftice 
of the Pzacrt might be empowered, on the ſpor, to ſay—Some mer 
duuſt be killed without hazarding his neck tor executing the ge- 
neral warrant of a S—— of st- . 8 2 
Conſiſtently with this, and to make the ſcriptures ſubſervient 
to our MAxi Ms of government, as well as to our kind of reli- 
gion, we would crave leave alſo to make a ſmall alteration in 
that pafſage of the Proverbs of Solomon, chap, xiv. verſe 16th, 
which evidently oppoſes itſelf to the wholſome doctrine 
Maſjacres, and military executions, by ſaying—tlat in the want of 
People is the DESTRUCTION of the prince, which is capable of. 
ſtrange ufes, and by report was intended to be put upon the 
ftomb-fiene of the deceaſed, as a leſſon of king Soros to people 
wiſer than himſelf. For all a4/olnte Monarcns and their abet- 
tors know, that maſſacres, and military executions of the ſubject, can 
never be juſtified but upon a' contrary principle, as they always 
ſuppoſe the prince and the people to be at enmity—and therefore, 
in ſuch caſe, the want g/ people to be the SAFETY of the prince 
For then it is evident they cannot hurt him. © 
From this apology for the errors which we have committed, and 
acknowledgement of the 600D PRINcIPLES which we entertain, 
the world may judge of our capacity : and we humbly hope, thar 
this diſcovery of our TALENTS, added to our zeal for the preſent 
mode of government, and S — y meaſures of the mmiſtry,. will 
ſo far procure us the ES TEM of the Public, as that we may be 
continued in the office we have aſſumed, of Crrtricar Reviewers, 
or PATENTEESs for the only genuine, lying, Facobite accounts of 
the characters of books and men. | nd 


From our board, at the table by the 4:zchen-fire, near the 
dark houſe, in Dark-houſe-lane, Dec. 2. 


By ORDER of the Secretary, 


F 
2 


*. — 


Sold by W. BINGLEY, opponte Durham Yard in the Strand. Where Iikewile may be 


had, any of the former Numbers, and complete Sets ſewed in blue Paper. 


) 


« # 4 $i > } 
9. 11 „„ » 


Vi - 1 * 4 1 ” 
Fed . . 4 [a2 FS BY 4 4225 2 


NUMBER LEXXL, Fa XXRV- 


2 rh 2746 
To be continued. every e, Plice Two- r aan. 


: | - . ; £ 4 
5 6 — | DW 1 «kat 


2 eee 3 
- ” TT EF = * To : : 
CE OT SEP * ö , | | 


\SATURD AY, ee 24 ken 


0 b , 5 1 2 FX BY ti 8 4 

* ON 4 | $ l e 9 : 95 1 
Concord res purwuæ cre WAY.” . e Marine dx 7n r. 25 
c 15 Sabrrer. 

4 

— 2444 FR <1" 5 > 
— — — 3 — — a 1 WP" ? - — iS > 2 — 3 * — 
. 43: a Lo 1. 21 —— 2 F 7 1 50 cy 


5 the | NE 0 R TH 5 * 1 T O. 155 


3 Tb: 1 * 5th 


8 Hrs : 


| 1 fubGit,. 7 Ge. Britons Eg her American 


every one that wiſhes wall to his country Every ſtate is happy 
or miſerable at home, and reſpected or depited abroad, i in propor - 


tion to the harmony or diſcord. that prevail among its ſeveral 


members. The Roman. ſtate had long become the object of con- 


tempt and derifion to the barbarous nations that nel It, 


before it was invaded by their victorious arms; nor did any thin 
contribute more to the ſucceſs of theſe arms, than the ſpirit of 


diſcontent and diſaffection to the government, which had unfor- 


tunately ſpread itſelf through all the different provinces. This 
{ſpirit of diſcontent aroſe in the Roman ſtate, a as it ever did and 


ever muſt ariſe in all other Rates, from the avarice and rapacity of 


the. great, who employed their whole ſtudy and attention in pil- 


aging and oppreſſing the unhappy people ; ſo that theſe laſt, un- 
able to bear the burthens already laid upon them, and dreadin 


every day to be loaded with new ones, choſe rather to ſubmit to the 


mild dominion of the Hung, Goths, and V andals, than to endure. 
any longer the intolerable tyranny i of their old maſters. 
The ſame cauſes muſt, in all ages, and in all countries, produce 


the ſame effects; and Europe in general, and England in particu- 
lar, ſeem, * the immenſe number and weight of their taxes, 


to be haſtening faſt towards that period, which preceded the fall 
of the Roman empire. For where is the neceſſary or convenience 
of life i in this kingdom, that is not taxed, and taxed almoſt to the 


utmoſt | ? 


4 of the eden 


py diff EY 5 Er F 
ics, muſt afford a fubjes e& of the moſt melancholy reflection to 


s * 


* 


i Lever 


Wentlertli the Americans ſo extremeſy [averſe to be! taxed by the 
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üttndſt ? True it is, we are ſtill free from ſomel odiops taxcs,yto! 


which iche Rafi were ſubjdctii We'car ſtill breatherthe air, and: 
malte dür Water, without being obliged} ab the Roinins: were;: to: 


_ fly W tax Hob every breath of wire; draw) and every: gallon of 


urine? that 


5 as U 1 tO! taxes;othiat uſt have berm extremely 
opPPreſſi 


& firſt to aſthmatic: or dconſumptite people, #econd. 


to thoſe who were troubled + a diabetes, or were inclined; to 


apple: gd MTA 916 yade on nds, ye) ei yall TD 

But though we may nil breathe! the air, without being taxed 
for it. „et ure wel bliged to pay va tax upon our-winddws; through 
wich the air paffesd%t and K ce Alk retelm che 1 making 
er daf e 3 "that indulgenet' is more than coimter-ballanted 


bythe. heavy-duty WE pay upon u., liquors, before they are ſo 


tranformed. In a word,” we ſeem to have carried the expetlient 
of taking tf the utmôſt piteh to Which it can! be-cartied ;; And 


having aged the tlie veins: of -the body:politic tofuth a degrre, 


that he ealinst drain them Farther, without endangering:'thie 
fe of 'the'anhappy patient,” we want to try tlie lame experiment 
upon the Aklekican eolonies. Theſe ooloniés; am] in 
no diſpbſſtten to undergo the operation; They plainly! perceive; 
and; l they will not Rut their eyes, they eanhot helpperceiving, | 
char*the!Enplith; Gough? they enjo y:the-ſhatow e >lare 
Ak deprived of the ſubſtance; and — 'by: the infinite number 
W. e the taxes, they are reduced to n ate 'of abſolute 
ider a few petty tyrants;© 51091p5)oG 01, og iz; 
Te melancholy clhation of the Eng lich e excite 


| the compaſſion of the Americans; and mpighkyuperhapss. induce 


them to lend a helping hand towards relieving them in their pre- 
ſent diſtleſſes; but it cannot be ſuppſoed to have ſuch an effect 
upon them, as to make them willing to be involved in the ſame 
kind of b cHamity. And yet that they would be involved in the 
ſame kind of calamity, JWitheue affording the Engliſh any: other 


comfort; than that of Having the Americans for their compani- 


hs in füfertünte, Ay habe hoi the aft deb, ſhönld tber 
ſubmit to the taxes“ lately laid upon them v fur they very —_ 
know; as well by recent as antient example, that hardhy any tax, 
that has once: been impoſed, 'has ever been repealed; or even di- 


miniſnied, but has always inereaſed, and generally furniſhed 


pretences for impoſing neh) ones ; like the fox in the fable, who, 


e ee by the mo earneſt: and *humble entfeaties, obtained : 


to put t his head'in, ſobn found means to WOT his whote 


body. 213 3} 15 "4 Dt! 8 * 13: TJ | pe 5 1 47 [ $1 


Such, I am convinced, Are Goimigapal: ER POLY PURA 


authbrity'of' the Britiſh legiflature!® "Ie is not foiimnch, L. will 
ventitte” to affirm, an appfekenſion of thereby löling their con- 
ſtitüttonal' rights, as the fear of bein ng opp refled like their brethren 


In England; though even what they ſay 1750 ſupport of their con- 


türen e more Wet and ſolidity in it, than moſt 
ople imagine. Dig SEV) ot W 90 one 5811 © 7 1 hos; 1} 


They ſay, and with great Mow of: Teaſen; der bin Their - 


| fade ſettled in the wilds of America, they Sbtajned from the 


"crown the moſt explicit charters, arne as. mae e fi, to 
1¹ 4 \ -: levy 
5 
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levy. taxes upah.themaſclves t and that ng; other Power- hasny ut 
right to oxeroile:over. them. the ſame king of authority, It. 1s in 
vain-pretendedg hat theſf>American: n e 
the charters. granted to, curhotatiuns in Bugla 
very different: d The corporations in Englan ; ſro. 
parliament, arhich canuntoo by aA; mess. obe! {bf 
mals. ni o/ 10 dib x. bold? a odw Ar oF 
They likewiſe ſay, that, as they are Britiſh ſubjects, they 
ought t0i:chjopalb-the:privileges- x fuel ana gro of, ic 
moſt eſſentiabtof which gs: that none ae Di! EN be axed; but by 
his Gen conſent; eithet given perſonally, or by, his repfeſehtqtiues 
andeuthat. a8 they have no--xepreſentatives; in the e Britiqh pacliae 
ment, they ought: not: therefore to be tax by. it. 9 this. it 
has been anſwered, that they may havgyrepr alomtativog. If f1they. 
tall ;; and:even; ſuppoſing i chey ſhauld Rave No reſpreſ entstiyes, 
yet is not their condition, in this reſpect, worſe than. that of 
| thouſands: inithe ulandi of Grezst-Britaify, who, in,their -preſent 
fituation, «neither Have, nor: can havę, fan ſhare in the electioa 
of members of parliament. But the Amexiçans feply, that, con- 
ſidering the vaſt diſtance at which they are placed from the frac 
_ of mers, and a variety of other circumſtances, id is im = . 
fible. fort them to have any repreſentatiyes in the Britiſh parlia- 
ment: andi that there is; no compariſon ta be add benen the 
condition of a ſmall, ot even a large number of people in Great - 
Britain, who, in conſequence of their being neither ſrecholders, 
citizens, nor burgbhers, have no ſhare in the choice of me; 
of parliament, and that of a whole community, Wh, though a 
dependent, are yet a diſtinct people, ang ate poſſeſſed of a. legiſla · 
ture, capable of impoſing taxes, and of makin g all kind l 
that are not inconſiſtent with the laws of abe 8 
They further alledge, that, even granting a large part of the 
inhabitants df Great - Britain are not repreſented. in parliament, 
yet every member of the legiſlative body of, Great - Britain muſt 
pay his ſhare of every tax he impoſes upon his en ee in 
Zreat- Britain; whereas the cafe is quite other wiſe with regard. to 
Foes Fob : he there lays upon the people taxes of which he him 
ſelf bears not even the ſmalleſt ſharet 10 this objection I have 
never yet heard any anſwen given; and in truth, it ſeems to be 
altogether unanſwerable. Paſſing from matters of ;vight to mat- 
ter of policy, the Americans argue ſtrongly againſt the expedi- 
ency-of impoſing internal: taxes upon them, They have Nady 
money, they ſay, to carry on their trade, and ſtill leſs to pay 
taxes ; and their commerte is, ſo eonfined and reſtricted by nu- 
merous and ſevere acts of parliament, that all the wealth. they 
Bain by their traffic is found ultimately to center in GreateHritain. 
Sir Raden Walpole too ſeems to have heen of the ſame opinion ; 
PI when warmly preſſed hy one of his catemporaries; ta tax the 
American colonies, he rephedy he would. leave that meaſure to 
ſome of his ſucceſſors, who might be more courageous, and leſs 
a friend to trade, than he was. He was glad, he ſaid, to hear 
that the colonies .throve;z: fer he would. venture to maintain, that 
-if, in any ſuppoſed time, they acquired onον two; millions of 
money, that fum, in a much ſhorter ſpace, / would en find 
its way to Great-Britain. 88 


But, 
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« who alſo muſt all have their reſpective ſtipends and ſalaries out 
« of the booty thus drained from the ——— and the N 
the farmer and the tradeſman. 

Such is the opinion, which the Americans entertain of Cl 
new revenuss and revenue: officers; and is it to be ſuppoſed they 
can give a favoutable e eye either to the one or to the other, while 
they paint them both in the moſt odious colours? In good S 
the only way to reconcile the Americans to any tax impoſed upou 


them by the Britiſh legiſlatute, is to effect a total reformation in 


the method of imp — 7 and collecting our own taxes, and of 


diſtributing 8 the public money. Let all taxes be repealed except 


ſach as are abſolutely neceſſary for defraying the expences of go- 


vernment: let the remaining taxes be collected with the utmoſt 
frugality, and the money laid out with the moſt rigid œconomy. 
Loet no taxes be e or impoſed merely with a view to fill 
the pockets of penſioners and placemen, and find poſts and em- 
ployments for the pimps, paraſites, and baſtards of eyery profli- 


gate miniſter. - And, indeed, it is ſhrewdly ſutpeCted, that this 
is the caſe with the prefent revenue-a&t in America. For it was 
publickly declared by lord H? in a certain auguſt aſſembly, that ; 


that tax, after defraying the charges of collecting, would not bring 


in to the government above 8000 1. a year. I ſuppoſe the Ame 
. will pay four times the ſum. The five commiſſioners, be- 


ſides the perquiſites of their places, are to ſwallow up among 


them 25001. Let us not employ ſuch an immenſe number of 
civil officers in levying our taxes, as, upon a moderate computa⸗ 
tion, are thought to conſume more than goes to the maintenance 
of our army and navy. Let not our miniſters enjoy, ſome of 
them four thouſand pounds a year, .ſame of them fix thouſand. 
it thonſand, one f them ten thouſand, and 
% knows what but the happy pofſefſors. In a 


ſome of therm ei 
one or two. 
word, let government be the noble ſtru ggle ot patriots, who. {hall 


beſt promote the intereſt of their country, and no longer the 


+ tierce contention of ———, who ſhall ſecure moſt of the public 
- plunder. Let rn once be put upon this footing, and the 


Americans, perhaps, may be brought to ſubmit to taxes impoſed 


upon them by the Britiſh 2 Without ſuch a reforma- 


tion, indeed, 155 may compel their obedience; but with ſuch a 
reformation, and ſuch only, can we expert their ready com- 


pliance. 


After all, 8 it is more chan probable, that the Ammeri⸗ 


cans would not have proceeded to the lengths they have done, in 


oppoſing. the authority of parljament, ha | they not been provoked 


by ſome bitter and virulent expreſſions, as well as by ſome very 


ſevere, not to ſay tyrannical, actions. A miniſter, when he 


ſpeaks in his maſter's name, ſhould never uſe any but the moſt 
mild and moderate terms : if he does otherwiſe, he at once pro- 
ſtitutes the dignity of his own character, and that of the auguſt 
perſonage whom he repreſents. But the E— of H, ſpeak- 

ing of the circular letter, wrote by the province of Maſſachuſett's 


Bay to the other colonies in North America, ſays, that it was 


« a meaſure of an inflammatory nature; that it tended to create 


% unwarrantable combinations, to excite an unjuſtifiable oppoſiti- | 
on to the authority of Parliament, and to ſubvert the true prin- 
e ciples of the conſtitution.” He elſewhere calls it © a flagitious 
i attempt to diſturb the 3 ace,” and denorr-nates the gen- 


tlemen who wrote it, that is, t repreſentatives of the province, 
a deſperate faction. 


. ; But 


92 2 
7 oy. 


. * | 
* = — 
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But the miniſters have done Worſe. Not content with uſing 
the moſt violent and, indecent ex ſſions themſelyes, they have 
even bad che 9. by u. f 5 155 80 / 


to put th em into the mouth of their 


\S—— for, if pr gh mite, in a ſpeec liver the 
8 of an! auguſt” aſſembly,” theres are {c APA = 
4. Mr 1 dont . Ae ez or the like, fe Git, to the Aine- 


4 


"- 
& 
wh 5 


| Enelith reno aud 1575 18 the 105 1235 of king Charles 9 F irſt 
at the diffolution of the pa arliament'" in 1628, Where his majeſty, 
amongſt a variety of other Harſh ex refions, branded the Jes 
of the lower houſe with'the appellation of Vipers. Lord Claren- 
don, mentioning. this. very fpeech; ſays, that ſuch aſperity of 
1 language had never been made uſe of from the throne to the par- 
liament before that time, even in the moſt arbitrary reigns, ſuch. 
as that of, king Henry the Eighth ; 4 ge, he laments the fatal effoQs 
which it had uponithe r 
But the miniſtry did not confin ie” thecmſelves to words: £ they 
proceeded-to actions; and their actions unhappily were perfealy 
of a piece with the ſeverity of their exprefiions': for upon the 
_ aſſembly of Maſſachuſett's Bay refufing to comply with their ar- 
ff | bitrary mandate to refcihl a reſolution of a former ſeſſion, they 
inſtantly puniſhed it with a diffolution, or political death, though 
1 hope it will ſoon revive, with freſh life and vigour. In a word, 
during the whole progreſs: of the preſent diſpute between Great- 
Britain and her American colonics, and of that jealouſy and miſ- 
underſtanding which are daily gaining ground” between the court 
and the country, the miniſtry ſeem. induſtrioufly to have taken 
every ſtep Which could widen, the breach. or Inflanie the ani- 
moſity of the contending parties. But theſe, 1 doubt not, with 
other parts of their conduct, will become the ſubject of enquiry, 
in another place; for, to condlude with the words attributed to 
E—— 3B3—, Eſq. I truſt. they will find this not a compli- 


menting,. but an inquifitive, penetrating, and avenging, parlia- 
ment. Tam, Sir, your 8, 
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By inſerting the following ſhort Jetter in your: patriotic paper, you wi: crndy 
| obne many; of pur: renders, and particular! iy your real friend, 


n. 


—_— 
dS 4. 


Is 371 
AN QLD, Loyal, Boxououman.. 


'T th 2 worthy ar #7 ny inhabytunts 7 ow Borough 7 Southwark. 
GENTLEMEN, X Fi 


S many of you are {:nfible how croſs] y you have your inſulted — — by = gertaly 
A Juſti 75 of the Peace, well known: to, and” refiding - among you, ho, upon 
his being aſked by/a S y of Se, how you Rood affected to the 2 t:? 
declared, that you "were all ſo ripe ſor — — that, upon. the; ſrund of a trumpet, 
cr the 2 wing of an born, you would r iſe to a man, As this ſgandalous reflection mult 
affect you very materially, For Qughr | hot to let it remain without, your. animad- 
verfion. I therefore hope, in juſtice to yourſelves, that you will ſoon appoint a 
public mecting at the JO wn-Hall, to confult oli a a proper method to clear your- 


iclyes of ſuch & fare and wicked alperſio: 1, and to expole the baſe calumniator. 2 
0 'X 0 


TIDY b s Nr FH SF. gz 


or Snob ed. exoFtirnrer 7145,10 497 


Ut! In 1141 5. 8 971 105 40! 1 Hr 
tf words Flein the IN e - bes 8 hcl ings 900 
tic! c off d Ont 9 ro dug th [Nl 10 


50 Y modern vi [ct Serke . 
ve R EPG NT enen Een ciguſly, p agg 8 rithata Mey ain 
off pübliſher' bf dllis pap n had ü — ed to anſwer in erragatorie 6798 
"hag brought) W tles. into alas eee of tha gent _ 
{A AginEe, eb ge wit out pumlasioft)- Wbt he ig nV V ed; Mit“ Fat 00 tz 
Ke 1s dut eclare, in Wks da een ee acer danger te aba de 
repdtt is ab lunch mar. ſe and gtoundleſs.“ The truth js, e into recog nantes 
*himielt, ND his in 12000 for Mis“ apy ehh be in the court Jof, dings 
S the firſt· duy of next tetm z but he 3 — Will, dort enter into gry kes 
cognizance to anſwer interrogatoricy, till cherſegalfty of thut fd 10 procesding 
1 ib ltabliſtedon. Amore ſotid toun ation than at preſent, Re his authors, 
luppoſing heihad' fifty concerned, HC! has not. 0 2 Nor wil Fele neu, 
oe, He has e been, and he hopes be never "(hall 48! the Man 0 f bringing, ahy 
gentleman into the leaſt dilemmig. Ho. dee teport firſt to ri And (gairtcd 
credit, the, public will eaſily ee en. ole of the} e art 
culars: The evening of the day e Was char arged from anne (a, bangs tr 
appeared in the London Evening BA ontaining the“ count of his 115 to- 
gether with the conditions of it. Ihe public papers of the next mob 5 Reer 
copied! it from the. London Evening Poſt, except the þ unh, Lx DO ERB in which paper, 
inſtead of the above paragraph, one was inſerted, in Ip peng that. Binglty had bee: 
diſcharged from his confinement upon. His ohms 1 a l % Bing- 
ley waited on the printer of the paper, 4000 him the: pak was falſe, and de- 
fired him to inſert I, which, 1 5 would ſend i in Le ooh to it; but inſtead 


of what Bingley ſent, (which contained only. 7 np: fl, one was inſerted to the fal- 
lowing purport, . Mr. Bin y ſays, Re has not fu itte to anſy er interrogato- 
ries, Ec. thereby baſely nk di feng enuduſly inſanuuling, Take the only authorit ich 
the printer had, or public could have, for the truth of this er was; Vive 10 
bar e word, which might or might. not be believed as the public pleaſed. 


Phe complication of baſenels and Falfehood contained in theſe two. * enge 


nown, that 5 
the LEDPGBR, and probably the Au THOR of bath. the parigra) hs, 


is A ſufficient uber for wonder ; but that wonder will cea e, when its 
the PRINTER of 


is the very individual Mac FADEXN, (though he has now, theught proper 0 6mit'the 


Mac, as the characteriſtic mark of his Highland extraction Who was A in . 


| conjunction with Philip Cartetet Webb, to prevail on ICHAE 


*. bag 
Printer (who had been a ſervant to Mr. MIItes) to procure a copy dle EJs | 
Momun. Sure no adminiſtration did ever, AO TO three fuck wean, 0. 


and deſpicable tools 


24 


But, to the point, notwithſtanding al the falbocd and inali; e 25 the report, 5 
| Bingley lecke pute the very confintil ſale of the Ledger, and the Hege in Which | 
ic 


it is held by the pub Fes perhaps, 10 the direction it is under) would Have treated 


the imputation wich th e contempt it deſerved, had not the 1 been induſtriouſy ry 
revived on the publication of the letter of the Secretary of State in the St. James's. 
| 2 of the 1oth fe though, boch . kid > LAG and Mr. Wi les 8 a 


the elo pity delivered in indie cauſed e AE ee ts jſt 


| aſſertion, and to make it more generally APO Ds adds e 1 together I] Mur. 


Ii lies s Addreſs. 


TE; 


An Extraft from The St. . 8 PC of Saturday, 


| December 10, 1768. | 
8 3, St. 5 s, April 177768. 
HAVING e geniße the King' "3 leafs to the lord- lieutenant of the 
county in which you reſide, with regard to the mcaſures to be taken in general for 
 preferving the peace at a time that ny very riotous a diſpoſition has diſcovered itſelf 
among the common people, I make no doubt but either ſome ſteps have, or will im- 
mediately be taken by him on that head; and, I take it for granted, that, às chair- 
man of the ſeſſions, ou will. meet the gentlemen, who act in the commiſion of the 
peacefor the Borough Southwark, and Eaſt-Hundred of Brixton, to conſult to- 
gether, and fix upon ſome plan for ſecuring the publick tranquillity againſt any miſ- 
chiefs which may happen, ſhould the ſame indecent ſpirit. of tumult and diiorder, 
wich has appeared in che City and Liberties of Weſtminſter, ſpread itſelf-to thoſe 
parts, which are within the line of your duty; and though I am perſuaded it is un- 
neceſſary to ſuggeſt to you, or the gentlemen who will meet you, any part of your 
duty upon ſuch an occaſion, yet, after the recent alarming. inftances of riot and 
confuſion, I can't help apprizing you, that much will depend upon the prevantive 


meaſures 
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75 meeting of lan auguſt allembly, 75 "Her; are { ome f 
© ««fa@tions," turbulent, feditious,” or the like, applied to the A 
| rican Saanen Mor a unſuitable to Fort ng, 405 very 
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But the miniſters have done worſe. Not content wth uſin 


the moſt Es An 5 he: ls Fern flions themſelyeg, they have 


even had t to Pet em into the mouth of 55 


Ss for, it by rightly remiember, in a Pace e 06g at 
WOr 


Nen 


grand council of the. nation,. or talking publickly of any large 
body of his ſubjects. Even of perſons en in 30d rebel- 
Ie a priſe; 5 would exprels hin mſelf. with mildneſs, would 
probably call them only milguided o deluded people, and with 
they might return to a ſenſe of *their duty. 0 

351 Jean only recollect one inſtance ſomewhat ſimilar to hs: in the 
English hiſtory; and that is the ſpeech of king Charles the Firſt 
at the diſſolution of the parliament i in 1628, Where his majeſty, 
amongſt a variety of other Harſh exprefions, branded the 1 
:of the lower houſe with the appellation of Vipers. Lord Claren- 
don, mentioning this very ſpeech, ſays, that ſuch aſperity of | 


aud never ſeen to he i in a paſſion, 1 when Wy 18 aeg the 


| 23 1 never r been made uſe of from the thong. to ie, A 


* 45 


. actions; 5 Ui eie 995 e were ate 
af a piece. with the ſeverity of their expreſſions: for upon the 
aſſembly of Maſſachuſett's Bay refifing to comply. with their ar- 
burary: mandate to reſcind a reſolution of a fofmer ſeſſion, they 

Inſtantly puniſhed it with a difſolution, or politicab'e death, though : 
1 hope it will ſoon revive, with freſh life and vigour. In a word, 
during the whole progrels: of the preſent di i{pute between Great- 
Britain and her American colonics, and of that jealouſy and miſ- 


_ underſtanding which are daily gaining g ground between the court 
and the country, the miniſtry ſeem. induſtrioully to have taken 


every ſtep Which could widen the breach, or Inflanie the ani- 
moſity of the contending parties. But theſe, 1 doubt not, with 


other ꝓarts of their conduct, will becbmeè the ſubject of. enquiry, 


in another PINE for, to conclude with the words dttributed to 
5 B Ed. "$8 they will find this not a compli- 


SE, but an e yer” pi. and avenging parlia- | 
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By inſerting be: following ſhort. letter in your patriotic paper, you wh: ready 
— Ad many, of * nds readers, and particularly your real, friend, 3 
50 eee Oro Loy a Bon0uoRmAN. 


To 2 1 e 8 Sy ny inhabytunts f me Borough f Southwark. 
GENTLEMEN, Þ FRO BELTS 


/ S” many of you are ſe nfible how gros you have Yep nſulted TR by 3 

' Tultice \ of : the Peace, well known to, and reiding among you, Who, upon 
by being afked'by'a Sy of Se, how you ſtood, affected to the gt:? 
declared, that 'you "were all ſo ripe ,for — n, that, upon 1% und of a trumpet, 


cer the bloc wing. of an torn, 1 | you auld riſe to 4 man, As this igandwous reflection muſt 


affect you very materially, your gughr hot to let it remain without your animad= 
verfion. TI therefore hope, in juſticc to yourſelves, that you will ſoon appoint a 


public mecting at the } 01 wh- Hall,” to conſult on a proper method to clear your- | 


iclyes of ſuch & elle and wicked aſperſio: 1, and to expote the bale calumniator. 55 
0 | <3 5 0 
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>. | Watt 5 __ an Wer, interr 52 ries 3 [ chat | 
hach Brough N tkes Into ſa: Mt meme, A AN nb eee of t 5 en emah 
mens (thaagh els out fFounlavieh)s thitrhe is wow! InVeWedi; Mt“ Helty'thioks 


cognizamce to anſwer interrogatoriesy till chefſegalfty of thut mode 17 proceeding 
isTHabliſhed-on £merctotid toundation than at Prelent, With reſpeÞ>to his authors, 
ſuppoſing he had fifty concerned, he has not given u „ nor will he. ever gire up, 
5 ; e Hand of bringing aby 
gentleman into the leaſt dilemnig. How this report firſt tobk niſe and gained 
ane the, public will ee en enaſkonrele the! following part 

culars*: "The evening of the day he was diſcharge from confinement, Ja, fein bn 


9 4 


-initead of the above paragraph, one was inſerted, pan that · Bingley had bec:i 
| a anſwer interrogatories. Bing- 


ley waited on the printer of the paper, told him the paragraph was falſe, and de- 


and deſpicable tools! 


1 5 Fe en {4 $3 W a | _ . + Sg 
revived on the publication of the letter of the Secretary of State in the St. James's 


” 


Chronicle of the 10th inſtant, though, both from the Letter and Mr. 1/i/tes's Addreſs 


to the Freeholders of Middleſex, the public will perceive there is not the leaſt connec 


tion between thoſe. papers, and the affair of the North Britons, No. 50 and 51; 


bit the State Letter being Printed in only 7wo of the public papers, | andthe Addreſ. 


(Wbich fully explains the tranſaction that has cauſed ſuch an agitation throughout 


the kingdom) only delivered in hand-bills, Bingley, as à farther proof of his Jaſt 
aſſertion, and to make it more generally known, adds the Letter, together with Mr, 


IWitkes's Addreſs. 


' © © December 10, 17068. A 1. 
e 3 8 Docs 5 St. James's, April 17, 1768. 
HAVING already ſignified the: King's pleaſure to the lord-lieutenant of- the 
county in which you refide, with regard to the mcaſures to be taken in general for 
preferving the peace at a time that ſo very riotous a diſpoſition has diſcovered itſelf 
among the common people, I make no doubt but either ſome ſteps have, or will im- 
mediately be taken by him on that head; and, I take it for granted, that, as chair- 


An Extract from The St. James's Chronicle, of Saturday, | 


man of the ſeſſions, Phi will, meet the gentlemen, who act in the commiſſion of the 


pence for the Borough of Southwark, and Faſt-Hundred of Brixton, to conſult to- 
gether, and fix upon ſome plan for ſecuring the publick tranquillity againſt any miſ- 
chiefs which may happen, ſhould the ſame indecent ſpirit of tumult and diiorder, 
which has appeared in the City and Libertics of Weſtminſter, ſpread it{elito'thoſe; 
parts, which are within the line of your duty; and though I am perſuaded it is un- 
neceſſary to ſuggeſt to you, or the gentlemen who will meet you, any part of your 
duty upon ſuch an occaſion, yet, after the recent alarming initances of riot and 
confuſion, I can't help: apprizing you, that much will depend upon 8 
. 35 meaſures 
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Saturday, Dec. 17, 1768. 


4938 Tay NORTH BRITON. No. $. 


meaſures which you ſhall, in conjunction with the other gentlemen in the commiion 
of the peace, take, upon your meeting, and much is expected from the Vigilance 
and activity with which ſuth meaſures will be carried into execution.” When I in- 
form you, that every poſſible precaution is taken to ſupport the dignity of your office; 
that upon application from the civil magiſtrate at the Tower, the Savoy, or the War- 
„Office, he will find a military force ready to march to his aſſiſtance, and to act ac- 
cording as he ſhall find it expedient and neceflary, I need not add, that if the pub. 
lick peace is not preſerved, and if any riotous proceedings, which may happen, are 
not ſuppreſſed, the blame will, moſt probably, be imputed to a want of prudent 
and ſpirited condudt in the civil magiſtrate. As I have no reaſon to doubt your 
caution. and diſcretion in not calling for troops till they are wanted; ſo, on the 
other hand, I hope you will not delay a moment calling for their aid, and makin; 
uſe of them ectually where there is occaſion ;. that occaſion always preſents ſelf 


» 


- when the civil power is trifled with and inſulted; nor. can a military force ever be 


employed to a more conflitutional purpeſe; than in the ſupport of the authority and 
dignity of magiſtracy. ; 1 am, Oo: | TINT * FY * * * # #* 


P. S. I have, for the greater caution; ſent copies of this letter to the members for 


the Borough, and Mr. Pownall. If you ſhould have received no directions 
from lord Onſlow for a Meeting, you will conſider this as ſufficient authority for 


that purpoſe. MEE 
Daniel Ponton, eq. Chairman of the | 
_ © Ruarter-Sefhions, at Lamberh, © 


To the GENTLEMEN, CLERGY, and FREEHOLDERS gf 
tie County of MIDDLESEX. 


HOLD myſelf accountable to you for every action of my life, which r eſpects 


the public. I deſire to ſtand or fall by your free and unbiaſſed judgment. 
wiſh to be directed by your counfe] and inſtruction in all matters of importance. 
It is my great ambition to ſhew myſelf not quite unworthy of the choice you have 
made of me as your repreſentative, nor of being the colleague of the worthy patriot, 
Mr. GI vun, whom I thank you for having joined with me in this ſacred truſt, 

I take the earlieſt opportunity, gentlemen, of ſtating to you the ſollowing par- 
ticulars: I cauſed to be printed and publiſhed in the St. James's Chronicle of 
December the 1oth, a letter of the Secretary of State, written from St. James's 
on the 17th of April to Mr. Juſtice Ponton, with ſome prefatory remarks. I 
avow the publication of both. I will go further, and declare that 1 , ſeveral 
months ago, tranſmitted to the preſs the letter of the Secretary at War, dated May 
the 11th, returning thanks in the King's name to the officers and ſoldiers of the 
third regiment of Guards, for. the rank and faul murders committed in theſe fields 
on the 1oth of that month. My hand trembled, while I copied what I bluſhed to 


read, and I gave it to the public in the only way my preſent ſituation could admit, 


with the hope of promoting a parliamentary enquiry into that bloody tranſaction, 


which I truſt this ſecond publication will now accompliſh, and becauſe I think this 


* 


free nation has a right to be fully informed of the conduct of adminiſtration in fo 


important a concern, as the loſs of the lives of many ſubjects. 


_ Adminiſtration complains of me for having publiſhed the letter of the Secretary 
of State. I complain to the nation that ſuch a letter has been written. This is not 
a letter on any perſonal buſineſs or pleaſure. Iwould have ſcorned to have publiſhed 
any ſuch. This letter was from a Secretary of State to the Chairman of the Quar- 


ter Seffions at Lambeth, and is written in characters of blood. It affects deeply 


the conſtitution of this country, and every man in our iſland. I will at preſent 


leave it to the honeſt indignation of every Engliſhman. I ſhall now only add, that 
if I have not given to the public a moſt accurate and faithful copy, I aſk pardon of 


the Secretary of State. If I have, then I will ſay, that for the innocent blood of 
our countrymen ſpilt in conſequence of that letter, the writer ought to aſk forgive- 


neſs of God and his country, and paſs the remainder of his life in penitence and 


tears. I am, 5 ä 
CNY With great deference and eſteem, 
| GENTLEMEN, 
Ts + Your faithful and obedient 
King's Bench Priſen, gb Humble Servant, 
JOHN WILKES. 


by . _ 


4 3 — — * ä 
_ — 


* — 


Sold ty W. BINGLEY, oppoſite Durham Yard in the Strand. Where likewiſe may be 
had, any ofthe former Numbers, and complete Sets ſewed in blue Paper. 


firſt, ſeveral 
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. * TER pation variety. Ho pieces, hich; to > this Hou EARS aÞ- 
X peared for and againſt Mr. Wilkes, that ſubject does not ſeem yet ex- 
| 3 indeed is every particular of importance relative to Hs /pub- 
lic condgatt hitherto known and authenticated.” 1 tay, Si, public con- 
Guck, för 1 amentirely of opinion Wirk ,, "who declargs, + I do. 
* not think myſelf at liberty to ſcan the private. ac actions of any man, but 
« have a right to conſider the. conduct of every man in public, and to 
approve or to condemn his:dvings, as they appear to me to be calcu- 
lated, either; fot the good. or the hurt of his country.“ A letter con- 
cerning libels, warrants, &c. firſt publiſhed in 1704." 1 alf not nov 
ſtay to 5 ſhew how Für the equity of this rule was violated by the concealeꝗ 
author himſelf before he got half through his pamphlet, in a mene 
equally indecent and unjuſt to a fick and abſent friend, whom.he. baſely. 
büfried: 4 after the long harvelt, which, you Sir, and. your. brotier* 


authors 15 aters "have made of Mer. x IL XE, I thall venture to offer 
you a few tolerable gleanings. 
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500 Tur NOETH BRITON. No. vs. 
PF he public, Sir, have a right to aſk why Mr. Wilkes did not perſonally 
attend the trials for the republication of the North Briton, No. 45, and 
the Eſſay on Woman, as he did all the actions brought. by the printers 
- * apprehended under the general warrant. We ought likewiſe to be told 
why he was not preſent in the houſe of commons, when the charge againit 
him was heard on the 19th of Janpary 1764. The juſtice of the nation, 
and his own perſonal honour, demanded his appearance. He had made 
an appeal to his country, and the cauſe of liberty had a particular claim 
on a man, who had pledged himſelf in its defence. He was prevented, 
nat by fear, ta which I believe him a ſtranger, but by a prohibition from 
the higheſt of all powers, by a dangerous illneſs. Towards the end of 
December 1763, he went during the receſs of parliament to pals the 

| holydays with an only daughter, who- was at Paris for a part of her edu. 
cation: That journey being generally made in four days, often in three, 
the diſtance was of no conſcquence, ſince in fo ſhort a time he could 
hear from his friends. He was ſeized at Paris with a violent fever. A 
conſiderable inflammation, with other bad ſymptoms, attended the dan- 
erous wound he received in a duel with Mr. Martin. In this condition 


1 1 : oo 5 - . . 
82 85 tranſmitted to the ſpeaker, on the i ith of January 1764, an original 
8 certificate of his ill health, ſigned by the French king's phyfician, andi a 


furgeon cf his army. He requeſted in the letter a more diſtant day, 
5 that he might have it in his power to attend the diſcuſfion of points, o 
very important in themſelves, and in which he was ſo materially con- 
cerned; but the decree of expulſion had paſſed the lips of the Scortith 
miniſter to his ſlaves, the miniſters of the day, to whom for a ſhort 
time he had delegated: his omnipotence. They were empowered in a 
proper manner to perſuade the fame famous majority in the lower houts, 
which had been induced to approve the peace of Paris, and in the firſt 
year of it to eſtabliſh the late deteſted exciſe on cyder and perry, not 
only to expel Mr. Wilkes, but likewife to vote him the author of the 
North Briton, No. 45, without the oath cf any witneſs, or the ſhadow 
of legal proof. According to the;cqpRitution:of England this being a 
fact, ought to have been tried by a jury of twelve mer, and not enquired 
into by witneſſes at the bar, who were not ſworn. This direct attack on 
the rights of their countrymen in iv important a point as the trial by jury, 
would have ſurprized the world in any other body or men, but theſe had 
before voted away their own privileges, or rather the privileges of the 
nation, for they are ſtrictly the rigits of tie conſtituents, who confer 
them on their repreſentatives in parliament. et 
The conſtitution gives privilege of parliament * as one of the beſt 
barriers againſt the violence of the crown, which might otherwile, in an 
important moment, in the laſt noble ſtruggle of expirirg liberty, ſeize 
not five, as a former Stuart would have done, but 6ve hundred, deputies 
of the people. I hey had done this in ſo intricate and doubtful cafe, as 
that of a real or pretended libel. They even went ſo far as to thank the 
crown “ for the tender regard expreſſed for the privileges of the houſe” 
in the caie of Mr. Wilkes, although the court of common pleas had 
ununimouſly releaſed him, becauſe his impriſonment was a violation of 
the privileges of the fame houſe, and ino'e judges on oath were obliged 
* It was not made to ſcreen criminals, but to preſerve the very life and being 
aof parliament; for when our anceſtors conſidered, that the law had lodged the 
great powers of arreſt, indictment, and inſormetion, in the crown, they ſaw the 
% parliament would be undone, if, during the time cf privilege, the royal proceſs 
2 ſhauld be admitted in any miſdemeanor whatſocver, therefore they except none, 
Where the abuſe of power would be fatal, the power ought never to be given, be- 
« cauſe redreſs comes too late. 1 : TE 
A parliament under perpctual terror of impriſonment, can neither be free, nor 
„ bold, nor honeſt; and if this privilege was once removed, the molt important 
<« queſtion might be irrecoverably loſt, or carried by a ſudden irruption of meſſen- 
gers, let loole azainit the members half an hour before the debate.“ 
Lords Pretej?. 29 Nov. 1763. 
. to 
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to conſider the privileges of parliament as a part of the law of the land. 


I ſuppoſe their deciſion in his favour againſt the two lords of his 
majeſty's moſt honourable privy. council, and principal ſecretar es of 
ſtare, who both ſigned * the warrant of commitment, is now acknows- 
ledged to be legal, tor the preſident of that court, who deliver=d their 
opinion and his own, has fince been promoted to the firſt dignity of the 
law, and is at this hour lord high chancellor of Great Britain. In otker 
inſtances, notwithſtanding the clear precedent on their own journals, cf a 
chief juftice impeached tor © having in an arbitrary manner granted di- 
vers general warrants for attaching the perſons, and ſeizing the goods 
of his majeſty's ſubjects,” the expreſs, vote © that the ſearching and 
« ſealing of the chambers, ſtudies and papers, of members of parlia- 
ce ment, and iſſuing out warrants for that purpoſe, are breaches of pri- 
« vilege,“ and the remarkable caſe in point, © that Mr. Laurence Whit- 


ee tacre, being a member of . parliament, and entering into the chamber 


« of Sir John Elliot, being Iikewiſe a member of that parliament, 
<« ſcarching of his trunks and papers, and ſealing of them, is guilty of a 
breach of privilege of parliament,” and Mr. Wilkes had, on the very 
firſt day of the ſeſſions in 1762, made a complaint againſt the under- 
ſecretary, Mr. Wood, the, folicitor of the treaſury, Mr. Webb, &c. 
and all the facts were of public notoriety, yet the majority, on the 14th 
of February 1764, arbitrarily voted that the complaint againſt them 


ſhould be diſcharged, yet without any declaration of their reaſons for ſo 


ſtrange a proceeding, or aſſerting the innocence of the parties under ſo 
E.eincus a charge. 1 he crueity of Mr. Wilkes's treatment in the Tower, 
to which he was committed a cioſe“ priſoner even for a miſdemeanor, and 


the ſuffering no perſon for three days to come near a member of parlia- 


ment to bail him, although committed for a bailable offence, were like- 
wiſe entirely overlooked by a majority, glorying in a blind ſubmiſſion to 
the inhuman dictates of a cruel, deſpotic, and remorſeleſs miniſter, 
Thanks to the wiſdom of our ancettors, vyho planned the noble conſtitu- 
tion of this country, that houſe of commons is now dead, but the memo- 
ry of their infamy is immortal. They were ſuffered to die a natural 


death, although they had long ſurvived the good opinion, and totally loſt 


the confidence, of their matters. No age produced ſo great a number of 


profligate and proſtitute ſenators. After the total loſs ct the liberties oF 
Rome, Tiberius did not find a ſenate fo ſlaviſn, and even the penſionary 


parliament of Charles II. muſt now ceaſe to be the moſt infamous in the 


Mir. Wilkes continued very ill during the months of January and Fe- 
bruary, nor was he tolerably recovered till the end of April: He ſeldom 


annals of England. 


ventured abroad even in March that year. The majority had made a pro- 
tence that the certificate of his bad ſtate of health was not authenticated 
before a notary public. He therefore, in vindication of his honour, tranſ- 
mitted to the Speaker, on the gͥth of February, a freſn ceitificate, which | 
proved that the former was in the due form, and gave the particulars | 
of his illneſs to that day. This was atteſted by two notaries public, and 


the Engliſh ambaſſador. The trials in the King's Pench however, came 
on the 21ſt of February, the alteration of the records having been made 
only the day before. The next French mail brought to him, lang aiſhing 
in bed, as a balm to his wounds, an accaunt of the ſurprizing trauſactions 
of thoſe two days, although, by the preceeding poſt, he had received the 
moſt poſitive aſſurances that the trials were put off, together with copies 


of counter-notices, ſigned Summoning Officer, which had been ſent to 


ſeveral of the jury. Could he have known the records would be altered 


after he had pleaded, he would certainly have given orders not to make 
any defence, and have ſought a conſtitutional remedy, The proceeding 


* « The law of England appoints impriſonments ““ in cuſtodiam, not in 


<< peenam,” acknowled 
* moſt extreme rigour,” 7 VVV ; 5 
| Algernon Sidney's apology in the day of his death, Page 173. 
„ | to 


ges no cloſe impriſonment, whereas I was kept with the 
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to trial under ſuch circumſtances, when his ſolicitor had proteſted againſt 
the alteration, ſhewed how determined his enemics were at any rate to 
make ſure of his conviction. If the alteration had not been made, Lie 
original records were too looſe and vague to have convicted him. The 
information muſt have been quaſhed*. Could he ſuſpect the alteration, 
which was deferred almott to the laſt Nour? Lord Mansfield perſonally 
went through the whole of this buſineſs. The alteration of the records 
was made under his immediate inſpection at his own houſe, and he tried 
both the cauſes. The faiſe and cankered Scot, whoſe peſtilential breath 
blaſted all our warrior's laurels, now:exulted, and thoughthis ſubtle country- 
man had made him for ever ſafe from the moſt dangerous of his enemies, 
tor that Mr. Wilkes had received the coup de grace by the two verdicta, 
and the out. lawry, Which probably would follow. Could Lord Mansfield 
have imagined that Mr. Wilkes woul:l dare to return to England, I believe 
he would neither have tried the two cauſes himſelf, nor have ventured 
vpon the a alteration of the records. ; | 
The firſt plan of the Scottiſh miniſter's revenge was ſtill deeper laid. 

A complaint had been purpoſely made to the "houſe of lords by the 
B—— of ——, that the name of ——— had been put to ſome notes of 
the. Efhy on Woman, The b—— in this affair was, however, only co- 
adjutor to a lay lord, homini poſt homines natos turpiſſimo, ſcelera- 
tiſſimo, contaminatiſſimo, [the moſt baſe, the moſt wicked, and the moſt 
profligate of men] who firſt 3.5ved the complaint, fo much to the aſtoniſh- 
ment of his brother pecrs, that one of them ſaid, + He never before 
heard the Devil preach a ſermon againſt fin.” It had therefore been de 
. that, after the expolſion ſrom the Houſe of Commons, which 

as already bargained for, he ſhould be committed to Newgate, on this 
pre tended breach of the b—=—'s privilege, and continue there 1ill a ver- 
(dict was found againſt him. He would then be in ſafe cuſtody to receive 
the ſentence of tie King's Bench. The ſucceſs of this miniſterial craft 
was certain, had Mr. Wilkes been in a capacity of returning to England 
at the beginning oi the year 1764. When he was able, after the two 
trials and the expulſion, if he had returned during the lawleſs rule of an 
adminiſtration, which had ſacrificed the liberties of the ſubject, and even 
their own ſecurity, to gratify the favouritc's luſt of revenge, he ought to 
have lodged in Moor-fields, He carried on ſteadily all this «ime the 
cauſes againſt lord Halifax, and they were only ſuſpended by his out- 
lawry, which took place in November 1764. The day on which the 
Writs of Error were allowed in 1768, he reſumed the attack; and I be- 
| lieve his lordiaip will not now be much longer able to mock the juſtice 
of the nation. On the changes of the miniſtry in 1769, With: Pleaſing, 
but deluſive hopes, he twice 
— review'd his native ſhore, 
Much fam'd for gen' rous ſteeds, for beauty more, 

as old Homer ſays of Greece, and is.<qually true of England; but one 

of the miniſters wanted the power, and the other the will, to do him 

juſtice, The M jarquis was, in his heart, the warm friend of libe TY and 
his country. The Duke was the friend of: Nancy Parions' s frienc 
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60 The common 1 opinion among lawyers has always hea that no judge, ina 
_ 8 proceeding, ought to know any thing of the record bef ore the trial 
e comes en, unleſs one of the parties in open court move ſome tning thereon; be- 
cauſe a judge is to be unprejudiced and impartial, Ihe making ot an immaterial 
„ alteration in any chamber. would be folly, the making of a m aterial-one without 
« conſent, ſeems to be injuſtice, ſceing it might prevent and remove an objcction . 
« fatal after trial, in arreit of judgment. And what attorney in his ſenſes would 
% complain to any court againſt the preſident in it? I challenoe this ſophiſt to pro 
* guce one adjudged precedent of ſuch an alteration. His ſuppoſition of there be- 
„ Ing no difference in legal ſignification between the words tenor and purport is 
grounded in 1gncrance; tne tormer having deen acterminea to import an exact 
&« fecital, and the other only the general meaning and effect, of any deed or paper. 
„ For which reaſon the fuſt has been held to be ſufficient, and the other inſuf- 
&« fieicnt, to ground a conviction.” FPoſſerip t to a letter, &c. p. 114. 


* Mr. 
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Mr. Wilkes was out- lawed for contumacy, in not appearing to receive 
ſentence. The courts of law have always looked on out-lawries as odious. 
1 he proceſs of out- lawry is to compel an appearance: as ſoon as an ap- 
pearance is made, the court ought. to be ſatisfied. When therefore he 
came into the court of King's Bench, and declared an entire. ſubmiſſion 
tg the laws of his country, it was moſt natural to imagine the out-Jawry 
wovld have fallen of courſe, ſentence been, pronounced, and the law 
fully ſatisfied. His council inſiſted on this, and likewiſe pointed our 
many defects in the form of the out-lawry, which proved it erroneous 
and invalid. He had appeared, and declared himſelf the perſon, againſt 
whom two verdicts were found at that very bar; but the moſt ridiculous, 
the moſt farcical ſcene imaginable followed. The judges; ener 
POSTERI! | Will. poſterity believe it?] agreed not to know him, and he 
was ſuffered, notwithſtanding the two convictions on record, together 
with an out-lawry, to depart the court of King's Bench in as full ſecurity 
as any of the numerous and aſtoniſhed ſpectators. It was then the de- 
ermination.to have continued the out- lawry. The ſpeech delivered by 
Lord Mansfield on the reverſal was compoſed, or rather tranſlated fron 
the Latin, about that time, evidently as an apology for the eſtablithing 
of it. A week after this, Mr. Wilkes ſent to the therift's officer to exc- 
cure the capias utlagatum upon him at a fixed hour in his own apart- 
ment. He atrended the officer into court the ſame morning, on the 27th 
of April, but it was not till the gth of June, when the out-lawry was 
reverſed. It was then at laſt declared originally null and invalid. This 
long delay was the more extraordinary, becauſc by his expreſs orders the 
council had refuſed to argue that point any more after the firſt hearing, 
although preſſed to it by the judges. His reaſon was, that the public had 
declared an entire ſatisfaction in the ſtate of the argument, as left by 
Mr. Serjeant Glynn. Lord Mansfield reverſed the out- lawry merely on 
an error ſtated by the ſerjeant in the form, not on the large an liberal 
ideas of law and juſtice, on which the greateſt ſtreſs had been laid in the 
pleadings. This defect was the omiſſion of two words, pro COMITATU, 
_ {for the county] Mr. Wilkes, however, I believe, owes the reverſal of 
his out-lawry to no legal pleadings, no ſubtle arguments, or nice di- 
tinctions, to no pretended failure af form where no form whatever is 
preſcribed, but to the temper and high ſpirit of the times, to the people 
of England in general, more than to any one man. He has the moit 
eſſential obligation to the nation at large, not to the kindneſs of any 
N e I WY nn i Wt Re 
The little piece of chicane I have mentioned in the Engliſh law 1s 
only to be paralleled by a fimilar nicety among the Romans, which gave 
the pretext to a like reverſal of the proſcription of Cicero. The law 
againſt him was bad grammar and falſe Latin, for the terſe was miſtaken. 
It was drawn by Sextus Clodius, the Wedderburne cf the Roman bar, 
bur inſtead of 1xTERDICATUR, {that he be forbidden] it was INTER D1C- 
TUM sir, [that he might be forbidden] which Cicero declares rendered 
it, null. At quid tulit legum ſcriptor peritus, callidus ? Velitis, ju- 
< beatis, ut M. Tullio aqua et ignis interdicatur 2 non tulit ut interdica- 
* tur: quid ergo? ut interdictum fit. [But what did that learned 
and crafty lawyer, who drew up the bill enact? Are ye willing and 
* do ye deczee, that M. Tullius be forbid the uſe of fire and water? He 
* did not ſay, that he be forbid, but that he might be forbid. ] At- 
* terwards he obſerves, quid fi iis verbis ſcripta ett iſta proſcriptio, ut 
* ſe ipſa diffolvat? [What if this proſcription be conceived in ſuch terms. 
* as render it abſolutely null and void ?] He gives the reaſons at large, 
quod factum non eſt ut ſit factum, ferri ad e aut verbis ullis 
« {anciri, aut ſuffragiis confirmaria poteſt? &c, &c. [Can that which is 
* not done as it ought to be done, be referred to the people, or ratified 
* by any words, or confirmed by any votes ?”] | eee 
I ſhall now, Sir, give you my opinion on another point of importance 
among the charges brought againſt Mr. Wilkes. He is ſaid to have 
| er no ge: 00 Bev Ga 8 | ſpurned 
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ſpurnedk at all I and government, to have raifed and fomented the riots 
and tumults, ſo frequent of late years in this Kingdom. The whole of 
his conduct demonſtrates the injultice and malice of this charge. The 
aiffrifticns and confuſtons in af public atfaits ſpring from a very 
different caſe, front the general AKoment of the people, who, in che 
fatal effects, obſerve and ſmart for the unhippy influence over the ſove- 
f&ign of a free country,” which .a man has obtained, who wants wif. 
dom, and holds principles incompatible with freedom;” as Mr. Pitt 
f.i4, although he has been contradifted by lord Chatham. Mr. Wilkes 
has irreproachably the merit of a g00d fubjeR, for he has always paid 4 
due refpett to the laws, a reverence to the conftitutian, an obedience to 
the r of rhe magiſtrate, and to all juſt authority. Under repeated 
oppteſſions by the hand of power he has only ſought the legal fedreſs. 
Ho has claimed the protection of the laws againſt acts of injuſtice, vio- 
lence, and minifteriat robbery. The laws have fully quſtified the appeal. 
His enemies have been convicted of many atrocious, illegal acts, and 
condemned by more than cne ſovereign court of juſtice. He is weed, 
Sir, à man © more ſigned: againſt, than ſinning.” After the fharpeft 
Ptovocdtions, the conduct of Mr. Wilkes has been coof, remperare. and 
-pfudent, When He was relcafed from the Tower, he went fobh ifto d 
"retired part bf Surry. HE viſited his friends in the city, after that tri. 
.umph of the laws in his perfon over miniſterial tyranny, only in the tmolt 
Y Private manner, to avoid evefy poſſibility of a tuinult among the peo- 
Ple; who thought kim greatly infured; and had army eſpouſed his cauſe 
= in gratitude to a man, get libeftatem civibus ſtabiſiverat, {who hat con- 
.- firmed the libetties of His fellow. ſubjects] in Tully's phraſe. He did not 
= make d vain, fooliſh progreſs throbgh ſeveral counties, like the mad Tory 
Parſon in queen Anne's time. He went only once into Buckingham- 
Kids, and he choſe the King's birth-day for the time of his coming 
among his conſtituents at Ayleſbury; that the rejoicings on his return to 
. them might diſtinguiſh that aviſpicioys day. On the dccaſion he gave an 
entertainment to the Borobgh, after which he returned to towuwu. 
The ſame ſpirit of moderation and prudence dictated all his future 
meaſures, and he ſtudiouſly avölded every thing which could infläme. 
'Sifice his laſt retarti to England, the City and Middleſex ele&tions have 
given freſh proofs-of his love of decency; pace; and order. He exetted 
himſelf during che whole ti ne of the poll at Gdilthhall to preſerve the 
peace of the city, and his laft words on-quitring the huſtings were, Gen- 
« rlemen, 4 recommend it to you in, the ſtrongeſt manner to exert your- 


ſelvts to ppreſetve, the peace and quiet of tliiis great city.“ That 
attentiqn to che public gdod- in fuch a moment of humiliation to an 
unſucceſsful candidate, carries with it in my idea particular merit, but the 
action, by which it was followed, gives it great luſtre. The livery in 
\veneral hal been diſgviled by the partiality of the firſt ciry magiſtrate, 
and irritated by the minifterial orders to vote for their creatures, which 
were iffuef from ſome of the boards. Thofe orders had appeared in 
moſt of the public prints, The people were fully informed of every 
tranſaction. They thought the election unfair from the beginning, and 
Fo une Jalt- day & the niiag the great iron gates 
thiring che tiene of the poll, by which many of the livery were preven- 
ted getting into the hall. It was believed that they intended at the cloſe, 
before the numbers could be-calt up and proclaimed, to have ſeized and 
deſtroyed the poll books, that the whole proceedings, which they con- 
ſidered as irregular, might be void. The moment of the clerks deli-, 
xering the poll books to the ſheriffs on the haltings, in order to be caſt up 
by them, was to have been the ſignal.” Mr. Wilkes was informed of 
his, and he prevented it by retiring as foon as che poll was finithed, 
before "the books could be caſt up, even by the clerks, and delivered. 
The greater part of the people, as on the former days, followed 
Mr. Wilkes. All the other candidates remained in the Ball with their 
friends, tlie theriffs proceede to caſt vp-the books, and the declaration 
3 of 
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of che numbers on the final cloſe of the poll was by this prudent mea- 
ſure made with very little confuſion. The former dars of the poll 
Mr. Wilkes had attended the caſting up of the books, even by the 
ſheriffs, and the affixing of the numbers for public inſpection at the 
upper end of Guildhall. One of the ſucceſsful candidates thanked him 
PREY; as he was retiring from the huſtings, for the excellency of his 
J | f 


> 75 that he might de killed like a wild beaſt, and ought to be ſhot 
1 


ke a mad dog; that ſuch an action would be not only innocent, but 
meritorious. He diſperſed through the county many thouſand addreſſes 


to the freeholders, entreating their aſſiſtance for the 789 r og of the 


ben peace, without a hint of his private ſafety. He might certainly 


ave been attended by a numerous cavalcade to Brentford. Many of 


the freeholdefs pte fed it as à proper, and the uſual, meaſure; but he 
choſe tire molt private manner, and went there the evening betore the 
ejeftion With only one F gentleman, whole friendſhip he ranks whos 


ſeen on fuch an occalion, intirely owing to the influence of Ms. Wilkes 


and his friends. On the ſame principle of preventing even the poſſibility. 


of a tumult or riot, he declined the being chaired, and other uſual ho- 


I am aſhamed, Sir, to have dwelt fo long on a point, which may be 
proved by the Whole of Mr. Witkeg's conduct. Even his preſent ſituati- 
on has given him a glorious opportunity, which I do not recolle& has 
happened to any other man, of thewing his obedience to the laws and to 


the civilmagiſtrats After the refuſal bf bail by his judges before ſen- 


rence,” in his way ro priſon he was reſcued by his countrymen. The offi- 


cers of juſtice; who had the" chafge af him, were in the utmoſt danger. 
Mr. Wilkes had that day the happineſs of preſerving three lives, although 
perhaps not the three he would have choſen from the whole ſpecies. 
Afterwards by a ſtratagem, afid ih diſguiſe, he eſcaped into the priſon, 


0 which he had been ſchtenced in the morning. The marſhal ſoon came, 


ill pale, trembling, and aghaſt, ready to fall on his knees no leſs from 
fear than gratitude, thanked him in the warmeſt terms, and ſaid, it was 
« {tmpotſible he could continue in the King's Bench: prifon twenty-four 
hours, if there was any honour in government.” He has now been 


there above half a year, and I dare ſay he will paſs the next eighteen 


months in the fame place, fer although the envenomed cauſe of all his, 
atid the nation's wrongs, is fled, yet the ting is left behind. The ac- 
curſed thing is hot how indeed in the midſt of us, but we do not yer 
know how ſoon the vengeance of heaven may for our ſins chaftiſe us in as 
Full a meaſure of wrath as before, Since his letter to the king in the be- 


ginning of March, Mr. Wilkes has made no application to any. perſon : 
whatever reſpecting his pardon, and I prophecy that he will be left where 
pril 1770, with only the teſtimony of a good con. 


he is till che 18th of April only the | 
ſcierice; the ſatisfaction of Teas © Hh real ſervices to his country, and 
the love of a grateful nation. He will then emerge with dignity and 


glory, for 1 believe he will have the confidence of the public enough to 


carry through fnany cònſtitutional points of liberty, in con}unttion witch 
other true lovers of their country, and perhaps to compleat the plan of 
freedom, Which even the glorious revolution left imperfect. 

In che mean time, under the weight of the mot unjuſt appreffions; Mr. 
Wilkes's friends have the cumfort to find that he poſſeſſes peace and for- 
titude of mind, that he does not © bate a jot of heart or hope, but ſtill 
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he honours and bleſſings of his life. The election was carried through 
in the greateſt freedom and order, with a general ſobriety nevet before 
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© bears up and ſteers right onward.” He might add that all be has ſuf- 


tered has been 


In liberty's defence, his noble taſk, Ty 

Of which all Europe rings from lade to ide.” 
hope he will attone for the diſſipation of too gay a youth, and that the 
reſt of his life will be uſefully employed for this nation, whether in the 


gloom of a priſen, or at large among chearful and genial friends, of 
tenſe and honour, with. a ſteady, diſintereſted and inviolable actachmear 


'ro the cauſe of liberty. After a few tedious months he will look back 
wich joy on his palt ſufferings, and the happy conſequences of them to 
this kingdom. That reflection will give a keener reliſh to what I believe 


he may now expect ſince his return to England. 1 truſt that he will no 


more be a wanderer, nor loſt in the primroſe path of pleaſure, but that 
we ſhall ſee him on every great occaſion ſacrificing to public virtue, at all 


times happy and free in his native country, in the boſom of philoſophy 
and friendſhip. Although he has ſuffered a long exile, and been broken 


n the wheel of fortune, yet being at laſt reſtored to the land of freedom, 


when all his cruel wounds are at length healed and forgotten, I expect that 


amongſt his houſhold deities he will erect a temple to Liberty, and dedicate 
an altar FORTUNE 'REDUCT, 1 F ortune the W 1 an, Kc. 


To "the P U £3 EF. 


R. Wilkes 1 acknowledged, in his letter to the 3 
of Middleſex, printed in our laſt, together with the Secretary of 


State's letter to juſtice Ponton, that he had tranſmitted to the preſs 


the letter of the Secretary at War, returning thanks, in the king's 


name, to the officers and ſoldiers of the third regiment of guzrds, for che 


rank and foul murders committed in St. George's Fields;“ it was obſerved 


1 by many of the purchaſers of the above NorRTH BRIxrox, that, in order to 


xhibir to the public a complete view of all the arbitrary and bloody acts 


| of the preſent miniſtry, the Secretary at War's letter ſhould have been 
printed, rogether with thoſe of Mr. Wilkes and the Secretary of State; 


the publiſher is extremely ſorry, that any thing ſhould have been omit- 
ted, which would have rendered this publication more agreeable to his 
purchaſers; but, to ſupply, as much as 1 this defect, he has inſert- 
ed the letter verbatim. 


OR D E R S. PAROLE Ke NID ION 


: 7 ho feld Meer i in waiting of the F - Gurr received yeſterday the 


Jollreing letter. 


SIR, 5 —— Office, Me 11. 1703; 
80 HAvING this day had the honour of mentioning to the king the be- 


| haviour of the Mak ferry from the ſeveral battalions of Foot- 2 9 6090 


which have been lately employed in aſſiſting the civil magiſtrates and pre- 
ſerving the public peace, I have great pleaſure in informing you, that his 
majeſty highly approves of the conduct of both the officers and men, and 
means that his majeſty's approbation ſhovla be communicated to them 
thro you. Employing the troops on ſod :lagreeavle a ſervice, always gives 
me pain; but the circumſtances of the times makes it neceſſary. 1 am 
perſuaded they ſee that neceſſity, and will continue, as they have done, 
to perform their duty with alacrity. I beg you will be pleaſed to aſſure 
them, that every poſſible regard ſhall be ſhewn to them; their zeal and 
good behaviour upon this occaſion deſerve it; and in caſe any difagreeable 
circumſtance ſhould happen 1n the execution of their duty, they ſhall have 
every defence and protection, that the law can authorize, and this office 


Can give. 1 have the honour ro be, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient, and bende Servant, 


BARRINGTON. 
F IG in Staff waiting for the three regiments 


of 3 1 | 
Officers for Guards on Saturday next, 
Lieut. Col. Groyn, &c. &c.“ 


—— 
tt _r e 


Sold b by W. BINGLEY, oppoſite Durham Yard in the Strand. Where likewiſe may be 


had, any of the former Numbers, and ho Sets ſcwed in blue Paper. 
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8 ** Fond it impoible to „ Kai the fubjett: of ralf . 1: 3200 
uri ling 5 my laſt letter, 2 was 10 good as to in- . e 
Ert in the ah number gt he Hritau, I 7 n 2 _ bf 
"I Fe tte by Sling a p 400 in your nest to the few fo owing = WB! 
ſentiments on the Kane topic. Amongſt the worthy practitioners 
in this honourable art, the E— of 'H—rtf—rd holds a principal 5 
and diſtinguiſhed rank. This nobleman, whoſe name or whoſe , 
family were ſcarce ever, till within theſe few years, heard of in 5. 
the kt of miniſters or placemen, was, by the all- powerful in- 
flichce of the Scottiſh favourite, and the unmerited indulgence 
of his royal maſter, appointed, firſt, ambaſſador to the court of 
France, © after wards lord lieutenant of Treland, and, laſt of all, 
&—mb—rl—n of the houthold, Which poſt he Mill holds, be- 
ſides a number of inferior offices enjoyed by his friends, bis 
creatures and dependants. But, of all the favours that ever were 
conferred by any prince pep any ſubject, the ſurrender of the 
intereſt of the crown, in t b—r— 7h of O-——d to this noble 


lord, is by far the moſt remarkable; a > favobe; which is ſuppoſed, 
according to the * moſt modera e compatation, do be well worth 5 
cl irty br forty thoufand pounds. This ſtep, indeed, has, at firſt | e 
1 1 7 2 pens the 22 were ee 25 C 
777. 5-7 
2 t6 be ſure not only of Fremainiog the inte ch it ſeemed ' | 
to felitaquith, but" alſo. of ſecuring | at the office inceſt, which 
His bordihip might"poſſefs. Sue 
The next t] (io gainblers 1 ſhall mention, are the Lads 
B ＋ and 4e Theſe two I join together, becauſe 
"they rel Temble'each Aber! in this, that, by rummaging into ſome 
e r and offering incenſe at the ſhrine of the favourite, 
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they have found means to ſhoulder themſelves up to the very top 
of the Engliſh B—-r—ns. But though their obligations to the 
crown be equally great, their expreſſions of gratitude are very _ 
different. The firſt acknowledges; with much humility, and 1 
dare ſay with no leſs juſtice, that he owes the revival of his title 
entirely to the favour of his prince, without the ſmalleſt grain 
of ,perſonal merit ; and therefore he has choſen. theſe words for 
his motto, Reſurgo rege favente : whereas the laſt talks in a more 
confident ſtrain, proclaims himſelf the champion of old Engliſh 
liberty, and aſſumes the following expreſſion for his motto, Pro 
magna. charts : with what propriety, let the reader determine, 
who remembers the attempts he made to extend the laws of exciſe, 
and to ſaddle the weſtern counties with a duty upon cyder. But, 
whatever may be their reſpective obligations to the crown, or 
their different manner of expreſſing their gratitude, they have 
equally ſucceeded in the art of pplitical card playing ; the former 
Having got himſelf appointed governor of V—rg—a, the latter 
joint p—ſt m—ſt—r  g—n—r—l: by which means the one 
will be enabled to increaſe a fortune already large, the other to 
repair a fortune, which is almoſt ruined. 
on The E— of Alb—m—rle, too, has played his cards to very good 
** purpeſe; for, by the rich capture, which he made at the Havannah; 
and by his conſcientious manner of dividing the plunder, he has 
raiſed his eſtate from one of the meaneſt, to be one of the firſt in 
the kingdom. This muſt certainly give great ſatisfaction to every 
impartial perſon, particularly to the gallant officers and ſoldiers 
who ſerved under his Jordſhip- in that hazardous and fortunate ex- 
pedition; who, when their wives and children call out to them for 
bread, may bring them ts the door, and ſhew them his lordſhip's 
ſplendid equipage and np Xerqus. retinue, ſupported by the money 
which ſhould have filled their bellies, the cravings of which muſt 
be immediately allayed upon beholding ſuch a grand and magnifi- 
cent ſpectacle: for ſuch is the dear delight which the good people — 
of England take in ſhews, that there are few of them, I believe, 
but would chearfully ſuffer the yearni gs of an cmpty belly 
for ſuch a raviſhing and tranſporting pleaſure. The truth is, 
though our government breathes more of a republican ſpirit, than 
almoſt any government in Europe, yet our fleet and army breathe 
more of a monarchical, if not = a deſpotic ſpirit; for there is no 
country in the world, I am, told, where the prizes taken in war 
are ſo unequally and unreaſonably divided betwcen the private 
men and inferior officers on the one hand, and the commanders 
in chief on the other; where ſo little falls to the ſhare of the 
former, and ſo much to the ſhare of the latter. But while our 
laws are made and our cuſtoms eſtabliſhed by miniſters and place- 
men, a reformation 1 is no more to be expected in this than 1 in any 
other part of the government. 5 
Perhaps it may be thought, that, i in the liſt of political gamblers, 
1 ſhould give a place, among others, to the once avowed, and 
fill concealed maſter of the game, the great favourite himſelf, 
This nobleman, it muſt be owned, during the ſhort time he ated 
in public, played his cards as well as any one that ever ventured 
his hand at a political hazard table, having been, in the ſpace of 
little more than two years, appointed ſucceſſively groom of the 
ſtole, ſecretary of ſtate, firſt lord of the treaſury, and created a 
knight of the garter. But, intoxicated with his ſurprizing ſuc- 
ceſe, 
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ceſs, which he fooliſhly aſcribed to his own merit, and not, as he 


ought to have done, to the caprice cf fortune, and the undeſerved 


favour of his prince, he became fo open and impudent in his 


impoſtures, as to excite the indignation of all his fellow card- 
players; who, partly provoked at his ſuperior good fortune, partly 
afraid left, by his ſcandalous practices, he ſhould ruin the proſeſ- 


ſion, joined againſt him to a man, and obliged him to leave the 
table with ſha ne and confuſion- ALIA 


But though thus ſtript of the character of a public gambler, he 
ſtill continues to play hrs cards in private; and ſuch is the uncon- 
troulable power he has over the whole party, that none of them 
dare play to any greater extent, or for any longer time, than he 


thinks proper to permit them. He ſometimes, too, as occaſion 
requires, and as he is eaſily enabled to do by overlooking the cards, 
aſſiſts his friends at a dead lift; and, in particular, he lately helped 


bis own ſon-in-law. to ſtrip a worthy nobleman of a conſiderable 


part of his fortune. But this ſon-in-law, with all the good will 


in the world to be a political gambler, has ſhewn himſelf a moſt 
wretched bungler in this kind of card-playng; for, inftead of 
being able to bring into the houſe nine or ten members, as uſual, 
he has not even had intereſt ſufficient to ſecure. himſelf a ſeat in 
that honourable aſſembly. 5 „„ 

The means, moreover, which he has employed for this end, 
may probably be attended with ſome diſagreeable conſequences; 
as it is not to be ſuppoſed, that, while the laws of England con- 
tinue in force, any miniſter, or any ſubſtitute of a miniſter, 
ſhould dare, with impunity, to invade the property of any parti- 


cular ſubject; or that any ſheriff, though ſupported with all the 


intereſt of the court and the miniſtry, thould preſume to violate: 


the right of election, which has been immemorially poſſeſſed by 


1 14 r bean, Fe ee 
the freeholders of a count. 1, i 


I muſt not, while talking of political gamblers, neglect taking . 
notice of the celebrated lord Ce, whole riſe was as ſudden and 


as unexpected, as, perhaps, has been that of almoſt any perſon, 


that ever appeared in this or in any other country; for, merely from 


the comparatively low ſtation of attorney's clerk, an office, too, for 


which, it is ſaid, he was but indifferently qualified, he raiſed him- 


ſelf, it is true, as much by his perſonal merit, as by a fortunate con- 
currence of circumſtances, to be one of the moſt wealthy, and, of 
conſequence, one of the moſt powerful ſubjects in the kingdom. 
As his riſe, therefore, was, in a great meaſure, owing to his 
ſpirit and capacity, I do not find fault with him for having played 
ts cards well : what I blame in him is, his endeavouring to pre- 
vent others from enjoying the like opportunity; for he had no 
ſooner made his own fortune, than he attempted to procure a re- 
ſolution of the Eaſt- India proprietors, that no ſervant of the 
company ſhould thenceforward receive any preſents from the Eaſt- 


India Nabobs, though it is certain, that he himſelf acquired the 


greateſt part of his riches by ſuch kind of preſents. But it has 
always been found, that an ambitious man is never more jealous 
of any ſet of people, than of thoſe. who are likely to rife to diſ- 
tinction by the very ſame means by which himſelf roſe. | | 
In drawing up a catalogue of political gamblery, it would be 
an unpardonable omiſſion to leave out the names of the preſent 
lord ſt rd of the h—ſh—1d and the ſ—cr—t—ry at war, both 
of whom have had the addreſs to ſecure themſelves in the hl 
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ſion of their places, beyond, I believe, the poſſibility of removal ; 1 
the firſt by fighting a duel with Mr Wilkes, and thereby giving | 


the miniſtry a chance of ſeeing that gentleman brought to an un- 
timely end, though, in the execution of this taſk, his lordſhip ſhew- 


ed a greater devotion to the favourite, than any perſonal courage 


or. firmneſs of mind; and the laſt, by exerting, or rather abuſing, 
tne whole power of his office, in wreaking the vengeance of a 
tyrannical- miniſter open the PIG but obnoxious freeholders 
of Middleſex... 

Some. people, perhaps, may be alin to rank Mr. Wilkes 
- him{elf. 1 in the liſt of political gamblers. But Mr. Wilkes is ſo far 
rom being a political gans feed that he is, on the contrary, a de- 
tector of political gamblers; and it was his activity in detecting 
the tricks, and expoſing the, oy: of the political gambiers in 
the year 1762, that drew upon him the reſentment &* the then 
miniſtry, and has ſince dab h him to ſuch a long train of cruel 
perſecutions, as no man, I believe, ever. before ſuffered for 10 


flight a crime; if indeed, by any perverſion of language, that 


could be called a crime, which was plainly an act of the moſt ex- 

 alted virtue. But hongfly, theꝝ ſay, is the beſt policy; and the enemies 
of that gentleman may in the end find, that he has played His 
cards to much better purpoſe than even the moſt rapacious and ſuc- 


rveſsful of them all: for the time may come ſooner than they think, 


N certainly than they wiſh, when thoſe, who now riot on the 
_ tpoils of Gs country, "ſhall be made to reſtore; their ill-got gain, 
and be reduced to their original poverty and infignificance. 


Were not afraid. of debaſing my ſubject, and g the 
reader, would admit juſtice G—Ill--m and the murderer 
Mar- Lane. ibo che cumber.of Political gamblrs. The firſt, I dare 


hy, is already on the lift of private penſioners ;. apd. the laſt, jt 
as acknowledged by the ſ—y at w—r, was maintained: as well 


hefore, as. during and after the trial, with. the public money; 


that is, Sir, with, your money, and my money, and the money 


of every man in the kiogdom. He has likewiſe obtained his 


diſcharge from the army, and has probably a penſion. Thus, by an 
inverſion of tho rules of juſtice, he has, by committing a greater 
crime, ſecured himſelf. — the penalties denounced againſt a 
le. Had he been a deſerter, he would have been ſhot; but nor- 
being a murderer, he is not only pardoned, but. is gratified. with his 


| liberty, and, it is ſaid, with an annuity. It will, no doubt, ſound 


admirably in the annals of , Great-Britain, that, in the year 1708, 


the —— employed murderers ta maſſacre the innocent ſubjects; 


and that when a mam was found guilty, by a coronet's inqueſt, of 


the capital crime of Homicide; thoſe who: were intruſted with | 


the execution of the law, haſely, as well. as Mickedly, violated the 


aw, by. withdrawing, the criminal from the juſt puniſhment 


which the law: ed he (hould ſuffer. The people, you will 
allouy, muſt be ſtrongly prompted. to obey. the law, when ſuch ex- 
cellent examples ate ſet them by their. ruler s 

Another palatical g amber, amd ane indeed of the leaſt ſerupu- 
OPEN: and moſt ſuccelsfal. 18 Ct, the age nt. This. man, it is v ell 
known, played has cards fo dexterouſly Ang the late war, that, at 


one and the ſame time, he acted as agent to ſixty different regi- 

ments; an; a-readinels to emplay him in that capacity was a 

-fironger. recommendation io any candidate for a regiment, than 
the Sreatett kill in the military profeſſion, or the oy fignal 
ervices 
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ſervices performed to his country. But it was not irh by the 


profits of his agency, however enormous, that Ct made his 
fortune. He had other methods, of a more curious and ſingular 


. of which the following may ſerve as a ſpecimen. ”T ow.” 


vards the concluſion of the war, there was a . in his hands, 
| ov 200,000/. for the non- effective men of the ſeveral regiments, 
to which he was agent. Accordingly the treaſury drew cut the 
account and ſent it to him, demanding the money. e received, 
the account with great politeneſs, acknowledged it was fairly 


ſtated, and promiſed to ſettle it; and this he did, in a little time 


after, by drawing out an account of intereſt, which, he ſaid, the 
treaſury owed him, and which reduced the ballance duc from him 
to 591. os. Od. That ſum was, all he paid of the 200, ooo. and 
the treaſury accepted it in full Cicfaction of the debt. The reader 
will be the leſs ſurprized at this inſtance of lenity in the treaſury, 
when þeisinfarmed, that C -t undertook to make fix members ; 
nor will any one wonder at the venality and corruption of the laſt 
partiament, if the members were fo made. 

The ladies have always been remarkably fond of card-playing ; 
and a gaming- table, whether of a public or private nature, that 
wants their company, is certainly deſlitute of one of its chief orna- 
ments, To do our miniſters juſtice, they have not, in this reſpect, 


been deficient in gallantry. They have admitted into their party 
a good number of ladies, ſeveral E whom, it is ſaid, have z/ayed 
their cards very well. This is particularly the cafe of the famous 


Nancy Parſons, the chaſte and virtuous miſtreſs of our preſent 


prime miniſter, who, availing herſelf of the ſeaſonable hints ſhe 
_zeceived from her kind keeper, hath played her cards fo ſucceſs- 
fully, as to acquire, it is affirmed, a very handſome fortune, aud 
ſuch as will enable her, when caſt off by his grace, 40 live. like 
a lady of faſhion, without coming 0 the public, as ſhe ing 


oh; formerly done. 


The following anecdote, relating to this dud 18 tod ene ds 


be paſſed over in filence.. In the courſe of laſt year ſhe went 
over to France, accompanied by lord Molineux. On her return 


from Paris, attended by his lordſhip, with their portmanteaus 


loaded with French Keke. laces, and trinkets, an order was 


{ent to Dover from the tr—{—ry not to ſearch or viſit her bag- 


gage; and, leſt this order ſhould not he punctually complied with, 

Br—dſh—w, ſecretary to the tr—f—ry, and m—mb—r for 
Harwich, was diſpatched to Calais to eſcort her and her contraband 
goods over. The Cuſtom-Houſe officers were too wiſe to diſpute 
Tick an authority. Neither her baggage, nor that of her gallant, 

lord Molineux, were attempted to be ſearched, but were lodged at 
the inn in Dover called the City of London, were afterwards ſmug- 
gled to London by the landlord and bis wife, and were ſafely 
delivered at the houſe of the D— of G— in Grofoenor Square. 
Whether Nancy kept all theſe cloaths for her own uſe, or gave 
part of them away in preſents, or ſold them among her ac- 
quaintance, I Have never yet learned. But if this laſt was the caſe; 
I think both ſhe and her keeper, though prime miniſter of 
Great-Britain, might have been fairly ſeized and proſecuted as 
ſmugglers. If I ſhould ſeem rather ſevere in this opinion, Imuſt beg 
leave to mentrun, by way of apologv, an article lately printed in 
all the news- papers, and dated from Stockholm, by which it ap- 
pears, that the Cuſtom-Hoyſc ofticers in Sweden ſeized their own 
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King's baggage, and would not allow it to paſs until they had ex- 
amined it. But, happy Britain! how much more civil and po- 
lite are they Cuſtom-Houſe officers! who ſuffer not only the 
king's baggage, as is juſt and reaſonable, but even the baggage 
of a prime miniſter, nay the baggage of a 3 a 
whore, to paſs without inſpection. 

To the remarks, which I made in my laſt letter, upon the 
Folitical gambling of lord H——9, 1 muſt now take the liberty to, 
add, that that nobleman has in his hands a ballance of 40, o00 /. 
which he owed to the public at the time of his leaving the office 
of paymaſter to the army. This ſum he has often been requeſted 
to pay, but hitherto to no purpoſe. Baron P rk —r, in particu- 
lar, lately declared in open court, that a proper proceſs ought to 
be iſſued out to enforce the miſcreant to dH orge the public money. 
But words are but wind, and his lordſhip treats them according- 
ly ; ; and à man, who cannot bear to be called a few hard names, 
is by no means fit to be a political gambler. ; 

1 wiſh to God, however, the baron would contrive ſome 
effectual method for making this and all other miſcreants 
a: ſearge the public money. I wiſh he could invent ſome political 
emetic for this purpoſe. I am ſure ſuch a medicine · would be 
of more uſe for the health of the body politic, than Dr. Hill's 
Bardana or Balſam of honey, or any other noſtrum that ever wes 
invented, has been for the health of the animal body. The 

Tower, the King's Bench Priſon, and other jails, might ferve 
for hoſpitals to the patients; and the medicine might: d- 
miniſtered in the court of King's-Bench, or in the upper hoaſe 
of parliament. - What a glorious ſpectacle would it be, to be od 
done half the great men in the nation ſet à pur, and s Tee 5 gag 
not ſuch foul and fœtid ſtuff as is thrown up by other p2t.01:ts, 
but good ſolid gold and filver. The patients indeed, it is 174: al © 
to think, would be ſomewhat averſe to the taking of this medi- 
cine; but let ſuch a medicine be once invented, and (ſuch 
is the high ſpirit of the an 1 will anſwer for its TP el 
fectually adminiſterel. 

Beſide the ballance in lord W hands, there are hg 
ballances in the hands of Charles T——<&g's executors, of George 
C—— ke's executors, in the hands of lord N th and Tommy 
T——34, not to mention what may now be in the hands of the 
rapacious R by. In a word, it may be ſafely affirmed, that, 
for ſeveral years paſt, there has not been any perſon in this or in 
any other office under the government, through Which money 
paſſes, that has either died in thoſe offices, or retired from them, 
without large ballances of money in their hands. 

What is the reaſon why the building of the deputy Ranger's 
lodge i in the Green-Park has been ſo long interrapted ? If I am 
not greatly miſinformed, it is becauſe the late Sir Edmund Thomas, 
ſurveyor of his majeſty's woods, died deeply in the public debt. 

Such is the | boaſted #conomy of our miniſters ! And with ſuch 
rigid frugality and unexampled integrity have the revenues of 


the nation been, for ſome time, managed! 1 am, Sir, Vours &c. 
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_city ; a city, which, for wealth, and npmber of inhabitants, has 
Eo its equal in the whole known world. And as the mini- 


uſed their utmoſt influence—at leaſt as far as the ſhortneſs. of 


at Ape would permit — in oppoſing the election of that gentle 
man; and as, now that he is elected in ſpite of all their oppoſi- 
tion, they ſeem reſolutely bent on depreciating the character and 
dignity of the city, and repreſenting the citizens as a parcel of 
tow-lived, low-bred mechanicks ; I thought I could not employ 
my leifure to better purpoſe, than in "he ewing the diſtinguiſhed, 


figure, which the city of London has always made, the vigorous. 


forts, which it hath, at different times, exerted in the caule of 


liberty, and the powerful influence, which its example has ever 


had upon the other parts of the kingdom. 8 

80 early as the reign of king Stephen, that is above 600 years 
ago, it was able of itſelf to furniſh an army of 80,000 men; 
and it is a well-known fact, that it was the citizens of London 
chief. 7. that maintained that prince in the poſſeſſion of the throne : 


and though, fer a time, they ſubmitted to his rival, Matilda, yet, 


upon that princeſs's refuſing to confirm to the nation the laws 
of king Edward, they roſe in arms againſt her, and, had ſhe not 


ſaved herſelf by a precipitate flight, they would have ſeized her 


perſon, -as they did her. baggage, in ihe city of Weſtminſter. 
Their power continued regularly to increaſe during all the ſucceed- 
ing reigns ; and in every revolution, that happened in the govern- 
ment, they bore a conſiderable and important ſtare : nor did ever 
* prince chink himſelf firmly: eſtabliſhed on the throne, a_ 
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he had gained their good will and affection; nor, when deprived 


of that only legal and conſtitutional ſupport, could he look upon 
his ſituation as other than precarious. 


Such have been the ſentiments of the oſt prudent princes 
that ever ſwayed the ſceptre in England, and of none more than 
of the celebrated queen Elizabeth, who juſtly regarded the good 
will of the Londoners as the ſtrongeſt barrier and bulwark of her 
throne. And as no prince was ever more aſſiduous in cultivating 
their favour, ſo no prince ever enjoyed it in a higher degree, or 
derived from it more ſignal advantages; witneſs the powerful 

aſſiſtance, which the Londoners gave her towards defeating the 
- Spaniſh Armada, when, at their own proper charge, they fitted 
out, for that national ſervice; as many ſhips, bating fiſteen, as . 
wWere furniſhed by all the nobility and gentry in the kingdom put | 
| | together. 8 
1 But, let Tories and Jacobites ſay what they pleaſe, I will venture 
| N to affirm, that as the power of the citizens of London was never 
* diſplayed in a more conſpicuous manner, ſo was it never exerted 
to a more patriotic purpoſe, than in the oppoſition they made to 
the arbitrary meaſures of king Charles the firſt, the protection 
they afforded to the members of parliament and others, who 
1 were perſecuted by that violent prince and his tyrannical miniſ- 
3 1 ters, and the conduct they obſerved during the whole courſe of 
| 2 the civil war. The citizens of London were the firſt to pe- 
| tition the king to aſſemble a parliament, as none had been aſſem- 
1 bled ſor a number of years; a matter, indeed, which ſhould not 
have been left to his determination, and is one of thoſe p Oints, 
Which, notwithſtanding the ſilly cavils of the Critic, were leſt 
| - unſettled at the Revolution. And when a parhament, was at laſt 
| aſſembled, and the king, actuated by his own haſty temper, and 
the raſh counſels of his queen and his miniſters, went, with a 
band of ruffian followers, to the houſe of Commons, in 
order to ſeize the five obnoxious members, theſe laſt took re- 
fuge in the city, where they found a ſafe aſylum, and where 
they were enabled, as 4 0 man, who is unjuſtly and illegally 
attacked, ought to be enabled, to ſet the whole executive power 
of the ſtate at defiance. 

Nor did the citizens of London afford POE "IN to theſe 
members only, while they reſided among them. In a few days 
after, they carried them back, and that too with an armed force, 
to St. Stephen's chapel, 'where they reſtored them to their ſeats; 
while the king and his cayaliers, conſcious of the outrages of 
which they had been guilty, and juſtly dreading the effects of 


popular reſentment, thought Proper to conſult their ſafety by 
dying to Hampton-Court. 


The conduct of the Londoners, during the whole courſe of 

the civil war, was equally bold and ſpirited. From a thorough 

| conviction and utter deteſtation of the king” 8 tyrannical temper 

| and unconſtitutional meaſures, they heartily eſpouſed the cauſe 

| of the parliament, aſſiſted the forces of that party with the city 

trained-bands, which diſtinguiſhed themſelves remarkably in the 

' firſt battle of Newbury; and, by their ſeaſonable ſupplies of men 

| and of money, they contributed, in a great meaſure, to render the 
| Parliamentary army 1n the end victorious. 

But thouga enemies to bean they were no enemies to mo- 


narchy. 
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narchy. They therefore diſapproved of the king's trial and exe- 
cution : they equally diſapproved of Cromwell's uſurpation, and 
of all that ſcene of anarchy and violence which followed it : 
they concurred in the reſtoration of king Charles the Second: 
and they continued to ſupport. that prince, while he continued. 
to regulate his conduct by the princi ples of the conſtitution ; but 
the moment he began to embrace maxims inconſiſtent with a 
free and a limited government, they endeavoured to oppoſe him 
with the utmoſt tefblution:: : and theſe endeavours, in defence of 
their liberties, they perſiſted to exert, as well during that as the 
ſucceeding reign, till at length, in conjunction with the reſt. 
of the nation, they brought about the glorious Revolution. 
From the part, which the citizens of London took, and, in- 
deed, were invited to take, in this grand a and national affair, we 
may eaſily judge of the high eſtimation, in which they were —_— 
held by the reſt of the kingdom. For when the convention, 
conſiſting of all the members who had ſat in the houſe of Com- 
mons during any parliament of king Charles the Second, was 
aflembled, in order to ſettle the plan of the new government, 
they were affifted, in their deliberations, by the lord- mayor, the 
aldermen, and fifty of the common- council of the city ; which: 
was ſuppoſed, it feems, to be no more than the proportion theſe 
laſt ought to bear in the great council of the nation. The city 
likewiſe ſupplied the prince of Orange, before his elevation to 
the throne, with a loan of 200, oool. a ſum, which could not, 
at that critical juncture, have been eaſily raiſed 85 any otner 
means. 
In a Word, as the reigns of all the: kings of the Stuart Ky 
were ofie-eontinued ſeries of eneroachments on the lawful rights 
and liberties of the people, the citizens of London carried on an 
unwearied and unremitted oppoſition to the meaſures of govern- 
ment during that whole period. But let us not imagine, that 
this oppoſition proceeded from any. perſonal antipathy, which 
the citizens had conceived againſt . the princes of that family. 
That this was not the caſe, is. ſufficiently. evident from this 
circumſtance, that they have ſometimes oppoſed with as much 
zeal, though happily, as the occaſion required, with much leſs 
violence, the meaſures of government fince the acceſſion of the 
Brunſwick family; witneſs the Exciſe-ſcheme, which, by their 
vigorous: remonſtrances, they effectually defeated ; and the Jew 
and Cyder bills, of which, by the fame means, they procured 
an almoſt inſtantaneous repeal. 5 

The citizens of London, it cannot be denied: or beer it 
ought to be acknowledged to their honour, have been always 
remarkable for their ſteady attachment to the Proteſtant ſucceſ- 
fion in the preſent royal family; but this, it is certain, is but a 
ſecondary conſideration: the preſervation of their religion, their 
laws, and their liberties, is the primary object; and 'ſhould 
ever theſe two, by the treachery or obſtinacy of any miniſter, be 
rendered incompatible—which yet there ſeems to be no reaſon - 
to fear at preſent, and I hope there never will, no man of ſenſe 0 
can be at a loſs to determine, which part of the alternative 
ought to be embraced. The end, moſt ſurely, o ought: never 
to be ſacrificed to the means. | 

In fact, it appears from the concurrent teſtimony of all hiſto- 3 
rians, as well as from our own experience, chat the citizens of ; 

London, 
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London have ever diſtinguiſhed themſelves as the patrons and 
protectors of the liberties of the nation; and that no attempt has 
at any time been made upon theſe liberties, without meetin 
with a ſtrenuous oppoſition, and generally, indeed, with a total 
defeat, from thoſe worthy patriots. But it is not merely by the 
weight of their own power and intereſt, however great, that 
the citizens of London are enabled to perform ſuch ſignal ſer- 
vices to their country : the influence of their example has a con- 
ſiderable effect. No ſooner does a general ſpirit begin to prevail 
in the capital, than it immediately diffuſes itſelf through the 
whole kingdom; for as naturally as the different parts of the 
body are applied with blood and nouriſhment from the heart, 


{0 naturally does the reſt of the nation imbibe the ſentiments and 
diſpofition of the metropolis. Of this it were eaſy to produce a 


variety of examples ; but a few in tances will anſwer the purpoſe, 


When Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge were removed from their em- 


ployments in 1757, the magiſtrates of London preſented them 
with the freedom of the city in golden boxes, as a e of 
tie high ſenſe which they had of their merit. The example of 


the metropolis was immediately followed by the reſt of the 


nation; and almoſt every other city and borough 1 in the kingdom 


paid the ſame compliment to the diſcarded patriots. | The ſame 
was: nearly the cafe with regard to the petitions againſt the 
Exciſe-ſcheme, and the Jew aid Cyder-bil! s, which I have juſt 
mentioned; for the remonſtrances eee againſt theſe 


meaſures by the citizens of London, led the way. to all the oppo- 


fition which was afterwards made to them. 


Nor will any one be ſurprized at the mighty influence which 
ik city of London has over the reſt of the nation, when he con- 


ſiders the immenſe number and wealth of the inhabitants, and 
the vaſt ſums they contribute towards the public expences ; for it 


is a notorious fact, that this great city and the county of Middle- | 
ſex, which are in ſome reſpects inſeparably united, pay no leſs 


than a ſixth part of the whole land-tax of Great Britain, and 
more than proportionably in all our other numerous duties and 


taxes; not to mention, that the other parts of the kingdom are, 
in a great meaſure, enabled to pay their quota's, with eaſe, by the 
riches, which are circulated amongſt them, by means of the vait 


rade and commerce of the metropolis. _ 
| Beſides, as the citizens of London live fo near the ſeat of £0- 


vernment, they may naturally be ſuppoſed to be better acquainted, 


than thoſe who live at a greater diſtance, with public meaſures, 


and better qualified to judge, whether theſe meaſures are likely to 


promote or prejudice the intereſt of their country. 

Add to this, that being, for the moſt part, independent i in their 
cir umſtances, they are under no temptation to conceal or diiꝶ uiſe 
their ſentiments; but, free from the fetters of a flaviſh ſub- 


jection to others, they boldly claim the privilege of thinking for 


themſelves, and of ſpeaking as they think. And, indeed, it is 


certain; that, while the inhabitants of ſome remote counties and 
oroughs have been either induced by an ignorance of facts, or 


compelle d by the menaces of an overbearing ſuperior, to approve 
of the moſt pernicious and deſtruQive projects, the citizens of 
London, more enlightened, and leſs under controul, have, almoſt 
without exception, formed juſt and proper ſentiments of the 
reer or obliquity of miniſtefial meaſures, 


But 
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But however juſt in general, may be the ſentiments of the Lon- 
doners concerning public meaſures, ſtill it muſt be confeſſed, that 
theſe ſentiments, or rather the expreſſion of them by the 
mouths of the Common-council, have often taken a tinture from 
the character of the chief city magiſtrate ; ſo that as he happened 
to be a man of a boid and generous ſpirit, or of a baſe and fervile 

diſpoſition, the worthy inhabitants of the city of London have 

| 33 been made to ſ peak as freemen or as ſlaves. For proof 
of this we need go no farther back than to the late mayoralty, 
when the perlon. who filled that important ſtation, diſcovered 
ſuch a mean and abject ſubmiſſion to the dictates of the miniſter, 
as at once diſgraced his own character, and that of the auguſt city, 
whoſe chief magiſtrate he was. But how very differently, and 


bow much more "honourably for yourſelf, and advantageouſly for 


the public, is that high office now executed by you, my lord, 
the preſent chief city magiſtrate, whoſe conduct forms a perfect 
contraſt to that of your worthleſs predeceſſor. . 
En the one hand, we have a man, whoſe pride and vanity arc 
only exceeded by his avarice and feifiſhneis, and who, to ſecure 
| the contract he. had with the government, or procurc a better, 
which now, by his ſervility, he hath at length obtained, was 
ready, on all occafions, to proſtitute the dignity of his own cha- 
rater, and ſacrifice the priviteges of his fellow-citizens. On the 


other, we have an able, virtuous, and reſpectable magiſtrate, 


who neither has, nor deſires to have, a place; who, unawed by 


power, unmoved by favour, and uninfluenced by party, diſcharges 
his duty with candour and impartiality ; who, alike regardteſs of 


the ſmiles or frowns of the. miniſtry, 1525 ſuch meatures as he 
thinks moſt conducive to the intere 


eſteemed, beloved, and almoſt adored by his fellow-citizens ; viho 
receives from the. people, if that be "poithle, almoſt as many 


ſhouts of. applauſe, as his predece£or received hoots and hiſſes; 
and who, by his juſt and equitable manner of proceeding, bids 
fair to reſtore the office of Lord-Mayor to that degree of dig- 


nity and reſpect, from which, unhappil) but with too much 
ſucceſs, the ather endeavoured to degtade it. 


As the citizens of London, there tore, are ſo 3 and re- 


ſpectable a body; as they have Always breathed, aud I hope ſtill 


breathe, ſuch an unconqusrable ip: it of treedom, that all at- 
tempts to bend their ſtubborn accks to the yoke of ſlavery, have 
conkantly rccoiled upon thoſe that made thei ; and as their ex- 
ample has ſuch a mighty inſluengse upon the reſt of their fetlow- 
tub} jects, that whatever ſentiments th ey happen io be inſpircd 
with, Will ſoon become he ſentiments of the whole nation; it 
38 certainly the duty of every miniſter, and will Be the ad of 
Every. wile miniſter, to-conciliate their love and aftection 
But have our miniſters tacen] the! nereiary ireps pou this pur- 


poſe, Or rather, haye they not, for thete cizht years palt, and. 


8 
as 1f were with a“ premeqitated de fig, done every thing that 


lay in their power to excite tne ee dee and indignation of 


the people: The inſtance 5 of. their conduct, that have ſuch a 
tendeneys: are too numerous, too melancholy, and ſome of them 
too recent, to admit or require a particular enumeration. The 


indelible diſgrace, that has been fixed upon our government, by 
the frequent changes of the miniſtry, which De been almoſt as 


frequent as the changes of the mdon! the departure, that has 
been made, ſrom the true - ſpirit of the conſtitutien, by commit- 
ting 


of his country; who is 
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ting the management of public affairs to ſucceſſive ſets of men, 
who had no other title to that high diſtinction, than their flaviſh 
ſabmittion to a deteſted favourite, or to an imperious woman; 
the invaſion of the property of a worthy nobleman, to ſerve 
the purpoſes of a parliamentary election; the ſcandalous profu- 
ſion of the public money in unmerited penſions and uſeleſs ſine- 
cures, not to mention other more flagrant inſtances of the em- 
bezzlement of the national treaſure; the breach of the laws, 
that has been repeatedly committed, in order to launch the bolts 
of miniſterial vengeance upon a man, who had been guilty of no 
other crime, than of having inadvertently ſaid in print, what 
he might have ſaid, and what has been, indeed, a hundred times 
ſaid, with the moſt perfect impunity, in the houſe ; the maſſacre 
perpetrated in St. George's Fields; the murders committed at 
Brentford : ſuch are a few of: the bleſſed means which our 
miniſters have employed for gaining the good-will and affections 
The truth is, had they formed a regular plan for alienating 
ſrom the prince the hearts of his ſubjects, they could not have 
acted 2 greater tyranny and deſpotiſm, than for ſeveral years 
they have done. Let me, however, intreat them to remember, 
if not for their country's ſake, at leaſt for their own, the fol- 
lowing maxim of Machiavel, viz. That when the people are dij- 
fatisfied, and have taken a prejudice againſt therr governors, there 
7s no thing nor perſon that they ought not to fear. And let me re- 
commend, to whom it may concern, the ſenſible faying of 
Henry the Third of Caſtile, who declared, hat he feared the 
curſes of his people, more than the arms of his enemies. CE. 
But, whatever may be the treachery or tyranny of miniſters, 
whatever ſchemes they may lay, firſt, to drive the people to de- 
ſpair, and then to enſlave them by way of puniſhment ; let me 
beſeech you, my Lord and Gentlemen, to go on, as you have 
hitherto done, in cultivating the favour and affections of your fel- 


Jow-citizens, in inſpiring them with an ardent and inextinguiſh- 
able love of liberty, in inculcating upon them a due ſubmiſſion 
to the laws, and to theſe alone, and in infuſing into their breaſts a 


determined reſolution to oppoſe, even to death, every authority, 
however great, that pretends in any, the minuteſt, article, to be 
paramount to the laws. % Od | 

The citizens of London have often ſaved the conſtitution, 


when brought to the brink of ruin; and I hope they will ſtill 


be able to fave it, if ever it ſhould hereafter be brought into 
the ſame critical fituation. I am, my Log D and GENTLEMEN, 
l Your moſt humble and obedient ſervant, 
D. A CITIZEN of LONDON. 
Far te NORTH BRIT ON. 
A faſhionable Toaſt, occafioned by an article of news in the 
1 | -- 
IF the Fury Aldo once croſſes the main, 
May ſhe never more trample on England again: 


And when ſhe is gone—may ſhe know no worſe Hell, 
Than what ſhe will find in the Ca/tle of Z-LL. 


38 


Sold by W. BINGLEY, oppoſite Durham Yard in the Sirand; Where hkewiſe: may oe 


had, any of the former Numbers, and complete Sets ſewed in blue Paper. 
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1 c H is the . and Lat irt of of the times in hich, 
welive, that almoſt every day cem 
ing and alarming nature. Scarce a ay, ſcarce even, an hour paſſes, 
without ſome freſh diſcovery being, 6 ide of thoſe black and diabo- 
lical deſigns, which our miniſters and pl 
to deſtroy the rights and liberties of. the people. The Secretary of 


State's letter, previous, and, in ſome meaſure, indeed, "introductory, 
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to the maſſacre 1 in St. George 8 Fieids; and the Secretary at War 3 
letter. ſubſequent to, and approbatqry of the carnage; theſe are cir- 
cumſtances, which, amongſt : a variety of others; are ſuch jrrefragable 
proof of the deſpotic principles and ſanguinary diſpoſition of our 
preſent miniſters, as muſt render the. the objects of hatred and 
deteſtation to all their corptpporariesy and tranſmit their names Wit ; 


infamy to the lateſt poſterity : 


But there have ſome facts e in * — of the et of:* 


aha two Brentford -Riotets, Bale ang. Mc Queer is who haye juſt been 
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condemned and reſpited ſor murder, chat muſt fill us, if poſſible, with 
{lll greater apprehenſions. For a maſſacre committed by a military 
ſorce is but a temporary evil, that fnay eaſily be remedied; nor till the 
civil Part of our government 1s entirely overpowered by the military, 
can our liberties properly be faid to be deſtroyed, at leaſt by a ſtand- 
ing army. But if ever the time ſhould come, when the nobility 
ſhall endeavour to controul the freedom of the clection of mem- 
bers of parliament, not only | by « exerting 2, in a peaceable manner, 
all that influence, which their high rank and large fortunes give 
them, but alſo by hiring crouds of deſperate ruffians, to over-awe, 
if not to murder, the independent electors; Our liberties will, in that 
caſe, be as effectually ruined, as if the Houſe of Commons were 
expreſsly abvliſhed. For a Houſe of Commons, that 1s made by 
the influence, and directed by the orders, of the Houſe of Lords, 
would be worſe than no Houſe of Commons at all. Inſtead of 
being the protectors, they would be betrayers of our liberties: 
inſtead of ſecuring us, as they ought to da, from the galling yoke 
of ſlavery, they would only aſſiſt in rivetting our chains more 

firmly upon us. Rs * 

5 Matters, however, 1 hope, are not yet come to fuch a danger- 
ous criſis. But it evidently appears, from the trial of the above menti- 
oned rioters, that one of them, namely M. Quirk, was hired by one 
Tattem, an agent of lord Halifax, the very nobleman who iſſued 
the general warrant, and thereby firſt gave riſe to jealouſies and 

diſcontents, which for theſe five: years paſt, have diſturbed the peace 
of the kingdom. Was it not en6ugh, that: his lordſhip has already 

two proſecutions hanging over. him for his breach of the laws? 
Muſt he likewiſe expoſe himſelf to'the danger of a third ? But this 
is not the firſt time that his lordſhip has employed rioters to controul the 
freedom of elections. He had tried the experiment at another 


election; and having done it in that caſe with the moſt perfect 
impunity, he thought he might do it again with the ſame degree of 


ſafety. For it further appeared, during the courſe of the trial, that 
this very M' Quirk was hired by this very Tattem, and doubtleſs 
BS by the command of the very fame nobleman, at two guineas a 


a week, and all neceſſaries found him, to go down to the laſt 
election at Northampton, where he is alſo ſaid to have ſigna- 
= lized himſelf by his acts of brutal violence. It has always, 
| indeed, been ſtrongly ſuſpected, that noblemen interfere in the 


election 
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election of members of parliament; but this, I believe, is the firſt 
inſtance, where ſuch interference has been proved by'oath, and in 
a court of juſtice. 

But if the reader be ſurprized to hear of a nobleman em- 
ploying rioters to controul the freedom of elections, he will 
be ſtill more ſurprized to hear of a domeſtic ſervant of the king 
committing the ſame crime. And yet that one of them did com- 
mit the ſame crime, was put beyond the poſſibility of a doubt by 
the depoſitions of the witneſſes, who repeatedly declared, that the 
other rioter, Balſe, was hired by-Broughton, one of the uſhers of 

the yeomen of the guards. I ſhall, therefore, expect to hear, in 
a few days, of Mr. Broughton's being diſmiſſed from his employ- 
ment; as his continuing in it may give riſe to ſome ſuſpicions, 
which no loyal ſubject would wiſh to entertain. IJ am ſure if he 
does continue in it, I ſhall conſider it as a ſeverer libel upon the 
government, than all the libels that ever were written ſince the 
foundation of the monarchy. | 25 e 
I neither intend, nor indeed would it be proper or prudent, 10 
give all the particulars of this curious and intereſting trial, could * 
recollect them; as a full and oircumſtantial aceount of: it will no. 
doubt be, i in a ſhort time, publiſhed by authority. I ſhall only take 


the liberty of making a few curſory remarks upon ſome of the moſt 
important parts of it. And firſt, I muſt obſerve, that the three re- 
verend judges, who preſided at the trial, viz. Lord Chief Baron 
Parker, Mr. Juſtice Aſton, and Mr. Juſtice Gould, behaved, all 
of them, with great candour and impartiality; ; diſcovering a pro- 


penſion 1 in favour of neither party, farther than as they were moved 


by a regard to juſtice, and an abhorrence of the crime, with 
which the priſoners ſtood charged. 
The priſoners, indeed, had great reaſon to be ſatisfied with their 
council, conſiſting of Serjeant Davey, Serjeant Burland, Mr. 
Walker, Mr. Lucas, and Mr. Murphy; for never was cauſe 
more ably and more artfully managed ; and could they have been 
faved by eloquence and abilities, they muſt have been ſaved. 
But the judges and the jury were too wiſe and too upright, to 
ſuffer themſelves to be blinded or biaſſed by the - TA of the 
law, or the flowers of rhetorick. 


The 
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The council for the priſoners particularly endeavoured to prove, 
or rather to inſinuate, for they could not produce the leaſt ſhadow 
of proof—that the rioters at Brentford belonged to Mr. Serjeant 
.Ghnn, and not to Sir William Beauchamp Proctor. But the 
council ſor the proſecution, conſiſting of Mr. Serjeant Leigh, 
Mr. Impey, and Mr. Adair, convinced of the falfity of this alle- 
gation, and conſidering, at the ſame time, the inſidious deſign 
with which it was advanced, very prudently replied, that it was 
of no conſequence to the merits of the cauſe to whom the rioters 
belonged: the only point to be decided was, whether the pri- 
ſoners, Baſſe and M* Quirk, were part of the rioters who murder- 
ed Mr. Clare; and as that was a fact confirmed by the cleareſt 
and moſt undoubted evidence, the concluſion was unavoidable ; $5. 
the priſoners were guilty of the crime laid to their charge. 
It muſt, indeed, be confeſſed, that the caſe of the unhappy 


1 5 - convicts 15 truly pitiable. Common charity obliges us to ſup- 
| | Poſe, that when they were hired by Tattem and Br oughton to go 
Bm to Brentford, they had no intention to commit murder: but let 
this be a leſſon to their ſurviving brethren, never to engage in 
1 | any unlawful act, in obedience to the commands of any man 


| whateyer ; becauſe, when once they are engaged, it is impoſſi- 
ble 10 foreſee to what criminal _—_— voy may 35 be 


Tabs they will ledge; by way of bs that, as they de- 
| pend upon the great for the ir daily bread, they dare not refuſe to 
| | .obey their orders, without running riſk. of ſtarving with hunger. 
= But if this be true, as I'm afraid it is, it only ſerves to ſhew the 
$ „„ verp- precarious and wretched: footing upon which they live; ſo 
"ve ry wretched, indeed, that the meaneſt hedger and ditcher in the 
country is a man of a more reſpectable character, and of more in- 


| 
„ 
| carried. : 
1 


dependent circumſtances, than the greateſt ſervant, or rather ſlave, 
of an opulent courtier. The former, if diſmiſſed by one maſter, can 
| . 


—————— —— — = 


caily, find employment with another; and as his occupation is ſuch 


— - N 
— utz:᷑ů x —ůpů pw — — 


as muſt always require a number of. hands, he need never be afraid. 
1 being obliged to hie idle for want of buſineſs. Bat the latter, 
= if mmhappily deprived of his place, is the moſt deſtitute and forlorn 
being in the univerſe. Dig he cannot: to beg he is aſhamed; and 


being generally bred up in floth and ignorance, he is utterly un- 
| guakiſied, for any laborious or ingenious calling. Hence the laviſh 
| | | - ſubmiſſion 
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| ſubmiſſion of theſe people to their ſuperiors ; and ſuch, is the eaſe 
in which they are indulged, ſuch the propenſity of mankind to in- 
 dolence, and ſuch the vanity and oſtentation of the wealthy, that 


the number of {ſervants in our great families are grown, of late 


years, to be altogether « enormous. In a word, we ſeem to be fall- 
ing faſt back into that barbarous period, when almoſt every no- 
bleman maintained a crowd of dependents, to aſſiſt him in his vio- 


lences, outrages, and riots, and even to bear evidence for him in 


courts 0 of juſtice, _ 

It may likewiſe be aſked, Whether, if the rioters are fo guilty, 
| thoſe who employed t them can be conſidered as innocent ? Whether, 
1 if the inſtruments deſerve death, the perſons that ſet them to work, 


i do not merit the ſame puniſhment ? | Coke, 1 know, in his Inſti- 


_ tutes, ſays, « that if a perſon commandeth another to beat ſuch a 


* perſon, and he beats him ſo that he dies of his wounds, the per- 


e ſon commanding will be acceſſary to the murder ;” but how far 


this law will apply to the caſe of our preſent exalted criminals, 1 
| pretend not to determine. The rioters, poor wretches, perhaps, 


will, to their coſt, find, chat 


| Litth villas uf fubmit to 5 1 5 
That roar ones * enjoy the world i in fate. 


With regard to the motion made by Serjeant hwy for an arreſt | 
of judgment, it may be proper to inform the reader, that it was 
founded merely upon a little irregularity upon the back of the bill 


of indictment, where the Grand Jury had put the words, A true 


0 bill for aiding and abetting,” which laſt words. aiding and abet- 


e ng ſhould have been omitted, and were only croſſed out with 


the pen, inſtead of being perfectly eraſed. 

L have already ſaid, that the council for the priſoners diſcovered, 
in general, great learning and eloquence in their pleadings. But 
juſtice obliges me to take particular notice of a capital ſtroke of the 
celebrated Mr. Murphy, who not only excelled all his brother 


barriſters, but even out-did his own out-doings. 


After the evidence had been ſummed up by Mr. Juſtice Gould 


in a very maſterly manner, Mr. Murphy faid, he had a freſh 
evidence in petto, and deſired he might be heard. The court ob- 


ſerved, that ſuch a practice was rather irregular; but as they were 
- will! ling 
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willing to Tow all kind of nngrace to the pine, the ly 
readily granted the'requeſt.. 0 
Accordingly the evidence was pibiced i great pomp and | 
parade; and the expectation of the ſpectators raiſed to the 
higheſt pitch; as it was natural to think, that a man ſeemingly 
reſerved on purpole, and now brought forward at ſo unufual a a time, 
would overturn tlie depoſitions of all che former witneſſes, But 
what were the furprize and difippointment of the court, when, 
upon the firſt queſtion put to this evidence by Mr. Juſtice 
Gould, the man very readily replied, that lie was one of Brough- 
ton's gang. This ſcene was ſo truly ridicutous, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſolemnity of the occafion, the Heaurors could not 
refrain from burſting into a loud laugh. | 
Whether this was a voluntary, or db miſtake in the 
eountellor ; whether it was a real plunder, or true Iriſh ball; or 
whether; for reaſons beſt known to himfelf, he had a min mind t bur- 
| leſque the cauſe, which he had indertakyn to defend, I will nat. 
| preſume to determine. But if thig laſt was hig motive, I think 
he acted a very ungrateful, and a very unjuft part ; 3.46 1 dare fay 
he had a 2 n be; 3: ; and a * Weresvn. to 5 Pay- ; 


| p Sold wr W. pen r. re 8 Yard i in the Stand, Where likewiſe may bs 
bad, any of the former N uber, and Complete $ Sers ſewed i in blue Paper, 
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T is a ny common Fa a very juſt ebenes, Unt : no two 
men can differ more widely from one another, than the ſame 


man ſometimes differs from himſelf at different periods of his life. 


A prodigal youth frequently terminates in an avaricious old age: 
none more likely to become a bigot in religion, than he that has 
once been a libertine in his principles: the drunkard and the 


glutton have, many times, been -obſerved to become the moſt 


ſober and temperate of men; and that a perſon who has ſpent 
the earlier patts of his life in all the:wild ſcenes of lewdneſs and 
_ debauchery, may correct his evil habits, is evident from this cir-. 


cumſtance, that it is almoſt grown into a proverb, that a reform- 
ed rake makes the beſt huſband. 61 


But this inconſiſtency in human nature, this tranfician from: 
one ſet of principles and one tenour of conduct to another of 
an oppoſite kind, is in nothing more remarkable than in political 


e ſee the moſt: Hamipg Patriot be. i 


| Þo the OR profits -courtier ; wWitnefs th 


Strafford, and the- late earl of Bath, not — dune well 
known perſonages of the preſent age. How far a certain emi- 


_ lawyer is liable to the ſame. accuſation, I pretend not to ſay; 


every reader ſhall be left to dra the concluſion for himſelf ; and 


this He will be more fully enabled to do, when he conſiders his 
lordſhip's late conduct, and compares it with the following 
ſpeech, which contains his lordſhip's ſentiments in the year 1744, 


and-was delivered before the Houſe of Commons in defence of / 


the popular party at the Weſtminſter election. This ſpeech, in- 
_ deed, — already appeared in print; but it is at once ſo curious 


in itſelf, does ſo much honour to his lordſhip's early manner of 


thinking (however difficult it may be to reconcile it to his preſent 
principles) and contains fo full a vindication of the general ſpirit 
of the North Briton, that I could not, in juſtice to the public, to. 


| his lordſhip, or to myſelf,; omit giving it a place in this paper. 1 
| have, however, to ſupply the want of novelty, accompanied it 


with a few remarks, which I hope will be found neither imper- 


tinent, nor unapphcable to the . juncture. Mr. 9 
_ one of the council for the petitioners, ſpoke as: Tals s: N 


SIR, I am council for this city and liberty 
IN the firſt year of the laſt parliament, on hs: qiekion bn in- 


cidentally ariſing, ” Whether 3 it was in the power of the crown to 


leave troops quartered i in a town where the election was? Though 
the act recites it never had been done, on the bare queſtion being 
ſtarted, the 687 5 thopght fit that doubt ſhould not laſt any 
longer, but they brought in a bill to remove the poſfibility of a 
doubt on that Ba What is the preamble to the bill ? Why, 
that all deftions POE! to be free; 2 and the concluſion i i that ali 


troope 


-» 
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troops ſhall go out of the town, and not return till after the laſt 
day of the election. [ By an act of the 8th of George the Second, 
aill traops are to remove, to tlie diſtance: of tus miles or upwards, 
from the place of election, excepting the City and Liberty of Weſt. 
minſter, where his Majeſty's guards conſtantly refide. } Beſides this, 
Sir, it was the opinion of the legiſlature, laſt parliament, that, it 
was a neceſſary conſequence, that all troops ſhould withdraw from 
the place oft election I am aware of an objection that will be 
made by way of exception, It will be faid, What, can't the 
troops come to keep the peace? A ſpecious pretext, indeed ! I 
believe there never was, nor ever will be, the cafe of an army being 
preſent at an election, but every ſoldier has a double vote. | He 
might have ſaid four votes, as they will always be ſure to command a 
majority.] We need not go into many inſtances to ſhew this has 
been the caſe. . The fame cauſe will produee the fame effect. It 
will be urged, I ſuppoſe, the civil magiſtrate was not firong 
enough: ſhall he not then call in their aſſiſtance? I beg leave to 
ſay, that the law of England will not ſuffer a ſuppoſition of that 
ſort to be made; for, if a ſheriff who is armed, (I am aware of 
the. objection) 1 fay, if a ſheriff, who is armed with the civil 
power of his county; or if a bailiff who is armed by the law, if 
be mould return as an anſwer for not executing the king's writ, 
that he was reſiſted, though the fact be true, the law conſiders it 
as a fact not to be ſuppoſed ; and an action lies againſt him at the 
ſait of the party; and why? Becauſe it is a libel on the govern- 
ment to ſuppoſe the civil magiſtrate is not ſtrong enough. I 
truth it is the ſevereſt libel, as it is a plain proof, that the government 
zs carried on in contradiction to the general ſentiments and intereſt of 
tlie people + and when that is the caſe, every government muſt neceſ= 
Jaril be weak; and no civil magiſtrate can be firong enough.) Sir, I 
would obſerve a noted diſtinction taken in the law-books ; if a 
goal is broke by a foreign enemy, that is an excuſe; but if a goal 
is broke open by rebels, the law will not allow the ſheriff to give 
that in excuſe, though it be ever ſo true, becauſe it is a reflection 
on the government. He muſt arm himſelf with the civil power, 
which is ſtrong enough to ſupport itſelf. Many have been the 
inſtances where a corporation has been disfranchis'd, and fined, 
becauſe the riots were never quelled, and the law expects they 
ſhould do it: this is the notion of the common law, and I beg 
ee, T. ᷣ . y fin 
Sir, theſe troops are kept up by annual bills; not for the aſſiſtance 
of the civil magiſtrate;” ¶ Our preſent miniſters ſeem to think, that they 
are kept up for the affiſtance of the civil magiſtrate, and for his affiftance 
_ only. ] That would be an annual keeping- up of troops for a reaſon 
that laſts for ever: [And therefore, I ſuppoſe, they will be ahways kept 
up, and if matters continue in their preſent train, T reaſons for keeping 
them up will be daily augmented.] They are never kept up but upon 
great occafions, ſuch as carrying on the war with Spain; there is no 
intimation that the civil magiſtrate wants aſſiſtance. This will ſtill 
farther appear from this, (which you will give me leave to ſay) that 
no civil magiſtrate can command aſſiſtance from any body of troops; 
and if the law conſidered them as neceſſary to aſſiſt him, the 
law would give the civil magiſtrate ſome power to command 
them there: But when troops do go, they go by virtue of mi- 
htary authority, and a& there under military command. Sir, 
the authority which the law gives the civil magiſtrate, I ſpeak 
only of thoſe magiſtrates that are applicable to the preſent caſe, 
and their defence in the execution of legal commands is this ; 
they may command affiſtance of every man within their juriſdic- 
tion : every man 1s a conſtable for keeping the peace, and what is 
the conſequence if they do not obey ? They are liable to a proſe- 
cution 


cution by. indictment, ar information, and they are clearly 10 


liable. But, can any civil magiſtrate ſend any warrant to the 


guards? Sir, the propoſition 1 have laid down, is not with re- 


. 


military command. 


gard to any ſoldier happening to ſtand there, but a body under 


Is there ſuch a warrant known to the laws?” {No: bur 


many , our modern miniſters think, or at teaft act as if they 


thought, themſelves above all law.) Would any military officer be 


obliged to obey it? No, certainly; for if he did not; there 


* # 


could. be no proſecution againſt him. Wherever they go, they 
20 by. virtuę of military authority, but not by the command of 


e civil magiſtrate, becauſe they are liable to no proſecution if 


they do not obey. When they are there, they do not act under 
the civil command; if they did, the only conſequence of miſ- 
behaviour would be, that they were liable to proſecution on in- 
dictment or information: but will it be contended, that if a 
body of troops come there, and any one deſerts, is he not liable 


to be ſhot to death according to military diſcipline? If the ſheriff 


was to order a ſoldier to do one thing, and his officer another, 
I ſubmit it to you, if he difobeys the officer, whether he muſt 
not be tried by a court martial: that ſhews they go by military 
authority, and there act by military command, Sir, I beg 
leave to fay, in fact, the civil government of this city is ſubſtan- 
tially. ſtrong to ſupport itſelf: it has ſupported itſelf at every 


other election throughout the kingdom ; [1 may have done fo then; 


but ſome of our men in power. ſeem to have imagined, that it could 
not do ſo at the late Middleſex election, without the affiſtance of Iriſh 


chairmen and bludgeons.]. and yet there may have come complaints 
before you, where numbers have been angry at what the returning 


little angry at what their returning officer lately did; but whether 
any thing has been done to. appeaſe their anger, or whether any puniſh- 


ment has been inflitted upon the returning officer, I have not yet 


Learned. ] There is not an imagination of the peace's being broke: 
what are the guards of the court? The juſtices : what are the 
guards of you, but barely the law and the civil authority! 


* : £ , 


* 


* 


dir, I am warranted by the reſolution of this Houſe, in the 
year 1733, to ſay, that the riots and tumults have paſſed too near 
theſe doors; you ſent your commands to the civil magiſtrate, 


and inſtantly all was quiet. Would you, on pretence of keeping 


the peace, ſuffer a company of guards to ſtand in the lobby? 


[ Cromwell, I think, was the only. one that ever brought a comp = 


of guards to the lobby; and he kept the peace with a witneſs, for 


he did not leave a fingle member in the houſe ; and when it was empty, 


there could not poſſibly be any diſturbances. in it.] No man, Sir, 

would wiſh to live to ſee that day when the civil government 

of this country can't ſupport itſelf without the aſſiſtance of the 
8 that cannot ſupport 

Z 


military; | 7 hope not; as a civil gov. 
itſelf without the affiſtance of the military, ought not to be ſupported ; 
but every friend to liberty ought to join in pulling it down. 
Some weak 2 indeed, aꝛbſo are apt to miſtake. a ſhadow for a 
ſubſtance, believe, that they have already lived to ſee that day; but how 
a 
1001 to ſay, when it is not, that civil 3 is undone; for 
« it is then not the law, but the military power that governs;” 
[So I think; and fo ſeems the author of the goth Number of the 
Nor'TH BRITON: fo have thought : for that writer, almoſt in the 
very words, and in perfect conformity to the ſentiments, of this ſpeech, 
lays, . if once matters are brought to ſuch 'a paſs, that the law 


r their opinion is well-founded, I pretend nof to determine.) Iwill be 


% cannat be executed without a military force, the confirtution of 


England is overturned from its foundation.” Would not one ima- 
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gine, that the. atithor of. that paper and the author 0, this ſpeech, 
were one and the ſame perſon? Or could any one believe, that the au- 
thor of the ſpeech ſhould be the firſt perſon to rofecute the author of” 
the paper? But it is much ſafer, they ſay; fo A, one perſon to rob an 
orchard than for another to ook over Ihe wall.] And I hope, in this 
country, the bare word of a tipſtaff will go as far as the commands 
of a Nee [But his blotos will not go ſo far ; not even 
fo far. as thoſe of. art Iriſh chairman.) I know it will be preſſed ſtill 
farther, but all the argument will hold in general in ag % caſe ; 
but ſuppoſe a caſe of moſt extraordinary neceſſity, when the civil 
magiſtrate 1s really overpowered, and there 1s fire ſet to the town, 
ſhall not the troops then be called in. to his aſſiſtance? I think I 
put the objections as, ſtrong as I can. That fatal argument of 
contending for an exception to conſtitutional principles, that fatal 
argument has brought.us many times to the brink of deſtruction. 
Nothing-is clearer than that no freeman is to be impriſoned but 
according to law. [The publiſher of the Nox TH BRITON has been 
tavice impriſoned, and, on Monday next," will be, perhaps, impriſoned 
a third time, unleſs he takes an oath to anſwer interrogatories. ¶ beg 
leave to aft; whether theſe proceedings are according to law ?] What, 
not if the king knows he is coming to attack him? The argument 
was ſpecious, and the power of judging was truſted ſomewhere, and 
it took away the whole liberty of the ſubject. Every man was im- 
priſoned for Mandatum Domini Regis. There was another reſolution 
taken, that no money ſhould be levied on the ſubject, but by the 
conſent-of parliament: What, not in a caſe of neceflity ? T hey 
argued; it might in a caſe of neceſſity, and that overturned the 
whole rule; and when money was raiſed, it was for neceſſity. 
_ Suppoſe there comes an extraordinary caſe, never within the in- 
tention of the legiſlature; that produced the diſpenſing power 
which diſpenſed with all the power of the legiſlature. | Mr. Mur- 
ray ſeems here to allude to the power of impriſoning the perſon, and 
 tevying money on the property of the ſubject in an illegal and arbitrary 
manner, exerciſed chiefly in the reign of king Charles the Firſt; and the 
power of diſpenſing with the laws, exerciſed in the reign of king 
James the Second ; and wwe all know what was the conſequence of 
theſe violent and unconſiitutional meaſures. Our late and pre- 
ſent miniſters have attempted ta revive ſome, if not all, of theſe 
antiguated parts of the prerogative. They impriſoned Mr. Wilkes 
_ contrary to law : they diſpenſed with the law in laying an embargo 
upon the ſhipping : and the Americans ſay, lam juſtly I know not, 
. that the taxes impoſed upon them are illegal.) Tt muſt tend to 
lodge a diſcretionary power with emebel⸗ to judge of that ne- 
ceſſity. It muſt be lodged with the military officers, for it will 
not mend the caſe if it is lodged with the returning officer. Shall 
it be laid down, that troops may go to an election? Theſe are 
fatal arguments indeed! How far is neceſſity to juſtify ? Is it ſuf- 
ficient that the officer ſuſpects or ſmells a riot? [Our minifters, 
ſure, could do no more than ſmell a riot, when they ordered out the 
troops that committed the maſſacre in St. George's Fields; and, in 
' truth, had they not had moſt. admirable noſes, they could never have 
- finelt out any riot at all: but ſome people, they ſay, have ſuch an 
excellent ſcent, that, according to the homely, but ſignificant Scotch 
' proverb, 'they could eafily aft the part of a piper's bitch.) Is it ſuf- 
- ficient, when he knows in his own mind he is going to do a thin 
which ought to provoke the people? [This is ſo deſcriptive of ſome 
of our modern Minifters, that one would be almoſt tempted to think, 
th t the author was endowed with the gift of prophecy, or rather 
ent ji the charaeriftical quality of his countrymen, the power of 13 
: cond fight. 7 bele miniſters firſt take a Ap. which they are fure will 
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raiſe a riot; and then they knock the people on tlie head, for raiſ- 
ing that riot, which they foreſaw as the neceſſary conſequence of their 
own wicked meaſures.) It fo, that will conclude a too general diſ- 
cretionary latitude, wherever the returning officer thinks fit to 
have it; and J believe it will not be much doubted but the mili- 


tary officer will exert himſelf according - to the candidates that 


ſend for him. 5 e wth a 0 
Alf a man will not uſe the means the law puts into his hands: 
if he will not proſecut2 thoſe who refuſe to obey him, that makes 
the civil government uſeleſs to ſerve: as a pretence for introducing 
military treops e ee 
In caſe rioters ſhould be pulling down houſes, and a de- 
tachment of the army ordered in aid of the civil magiſtrate, and 
a number of people aſſemble and ſtop all the paſſages, may ſuch 
_ detachment uſe force? I think it is hardly poſſible for any man to 
word the queſtions ſtronger than this. I believe theſe queſtions 
were propoſed by a friend of the army, that they might have a 
guard upon their conduct. What was the reſult of this? When 
it came to be conſidered how © little the laws of England knew 
of ſoldiers ;” and how dangerous a motive it was to ſay on any 


account the law conſidered them as legal aſſiſtance; and yet how 


improper it might be to ſay they ſhould not be made uſe of ; it was 


thought proper theſe queſtions never ſhould be anfwered, and they 


never have been anſwered to this hour. 


he people are almoſt always in the right: the _U may 


ſometimes be in the wrong, but the body of the people are al- 
ways in the right.” | Admrirable! Mr. Murray: for never diaſt 
thou deliver more juſt, more generous, or more noble ſentiments. 
What pity it is thou ſhouldeſt ever have changed them! -The people, 
indeed, may ſometimes be in the wrong with regard to foreign poli- 


 rics: but, with regard to the great points of domeſtic policy, they are _______.__ 


not only almoſt, but without exception always, in the right. They 


were, therefore, in the right, when they choſe Mr. Wilkes for one of 
their repreſentatives in parkament : they were in the right, when 
they choſe him an alderman of the city of London: they. are in the 


right, when they expreſs their abhorrence of that cruel perſecution 
 wohich has been carried on againſt him: and they are in the right, when 


they declare their diſſutigfaction with the condutt of our late and preſent 


miniſterc.] The civil government of. this country was never de- 

ſigned to be overawed by the military power. | No; it never was; 
and whenever it is ſo overawved, the government is diſſolved, tlie con- 
litution is deflroyed, the people return to a ſtate of nature, and every 
man has a right to provide for his own ſafety.] There is a great 
deal of difference between leaving it to the people to judge of 
the neceſſity, and leaving it to the regular armed troops to judge 
of it. I am afraid, Sir, experience ſhews us it may be pretend- 
ed, nine times out of ten, to be for neceſſity, Let a man but 
look to Ruſſia, and obſerve the neceſſity there.” 


* * 


1 


7•. 
— 


As the ſervile flatterers of a certain . eminent lawyer have fre- 


quently complimented him by comparing him to Cicero, I think b 


they ought to apply to him the whole character of the Roman 
orator, or no part of it at all. Czcero's character had its black as 
well as its white ſide ; and if his lordſhip is deſirous of aſſum- 
ing the one, he muſt likewiſe be content to take the other. I 
have, therefore, here given a tranſlation of part of Salluſt's decla- 
mation againſt Cicero; by which the reader will ſee, that that 
Great Man had his vices as well as his virtues: But which of 

- theſe are moſt applicable to the Engh/h, or rather the Scottiſi, 
-. Cicero, I leave to be determined by others. „„ 
ET SALLUST's 
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5 diſtich, 


 $ALLUST's Dzer.avtarrl N AGAINST. CICERO. 
PHE inyectives, Marcus Tullins ! which thou throweſt * 


1 againſt me, would give me\ great pain and unealineſs, 
did I i — that they -procecded rather from a thorough con- 
viction that I deſerve ſuch treatment, than from an inveterate 
habit of ſlandering others. But ſince I fee, that you have laid 
aſide all regard to moderation and modeſty, I will 1 5 you the 
fame reply; ſo that if you have received any pleaſure from ſpeak- 
ing ill of ethers, you . now loſe it by hearing evil of yourſelf. 


But where ſhall I appeal? To whom, Fathers, ſhall I make my 


complaint,- that the commonwealth is torn in pieces, and become 


the prey of every audacious traitor ? Shall I appeal to the Roman 


people, who are ſo far ſunk in corruption, that they are ready to 
fell themſelves and their families to the beſt bidder? Or ſhall I 
call upon you, fathers; whoſe authority 1 is become the ſcorn and 

deriſion of the moſt infamous and abandoned part of mankind ? 
Whilſt Marcus Tullius takes upon himſelf to defend the laws and 
decrees of the Roman people, and lords it, in ſuch a manner, in this 
aſſembly, as if he were the only remaining branch of the moſt 
illuſtrious family of Scipio Africanus; and, not, what in reality 
he is, a Foreigner, an interloper, and but lately made a denizen 


of Rome. —If the charges of extortion, which your enemies bring 


againſt you, are falſe, give us fairly an account what paternal eſtate 
you had left you. Let us know what you have made by harangue- 
ing and /peech-mating ; with what money you bought your houſe 
and defrayed the immenſe coſt of building ſumptuous villas. Or, 
if you are ſilent on theſe heads, who can any longer doubt that 
you have extorted -your- wealth out of the blood and bowels of 
your fellow-citizens, But is Cicero really poſſeſſed of all the vir- 


tues aſcribed him? No: he is a vain, ſhuffling, mean, incon- 
ſiſtent wretch; inſolent to his friends, cruel to his enemies; 
"ſometimes of one party, and ſometimes of another ; a wavering, 
unſteady ſenator, 2 mercenary -patron,—Yet this man, as bad as I 


have defcribed him, has the eee to tell me in a e 
For twig 2 4 the Hing notes of Rome, Rs 
Till J, thy conſul ſole, eaſed thy doom. 


Was Rome then happy y under your conſulſhip? No; moſt un- 
fortunate and miſerable, in ſuffering the moſt cruel] and unrelent- 
ing baniſhment of ber citizens; ; whilſt you, having thrown the 
commonwealth into deer, and filled all good men with terror 
and e d them to truckle to your tyranny; 
whilit all decrees and all laws were at your diſpoſal ; and whilſt 


you, by taking away the Portian law, and ſeizing on our liberty, 


aſſumed into your own hand; the abſolute ' power of life and 
death over all your fellow-citizens. ——— You now abet the 
power and grandeur of thoſe whom you called tyrants; and, on 
the contrary, call thoſe madmen, actuated by nothing but fury 


and reſentment, whom you *formerly eſteemed the beſt men and 


worthieſt patriots in the city. Vou commend Cæſar; and are 
now the moſt obſequious to thoſe, hom formerly you moſt hated. 
You are of one opinion when in power ; and another when out of 
ower ; and always change your principles with your tation. 
Fou calumniate this ſet of men, and hate that, by turns. In 
ſhort, you are a ſhuMing turncoat; and no faith hath been found 


in Jen. either by one e fide or the other, D. 9. 
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HERE is no part of the Engliſh conſtitution, about which poli- 
1 tical writers are more agreed, than the legality, the propriety, and 
even ſometimes the neceſſity, of the people inſtrudling their repręſenta- 
tives in parliament; nor any, about which they more differ, than con- 
cerning the influence, which theſe inſtructions ought to have upon the con- 
duct of the ſeveral members. That the people have poſſeſſed, and oc- 
caſionally exerciſed, this right from time immemorial, can be a ſecret to 
no one, who is, in the leaſt, acquainted with the hiſtory of England. 
The right, indeed, itſelf is implied in the very term of repreſentative, 
which means no more than a deputy or ſubſtitute; for a deputy or ſub- 
ſtitute, who is at perfect liberty to act in oppoſition to the intereſt or 
inclination of his principals, would be no deputy or ſubſtitute at all: 
inſtead of being, as he certainly is, and ought to be, a ſervant, he would 
be a maſter: inſtead of being obliged to conſult the welfare of thoſe by 
whom He is appointed, lie WOW Rave it in Nis PO t co, his C 
welfare, to the neglect, and even to the prejudice, of theirs. . 
Nor is this right more indiſputable in itſelf, than its exerciſe hath been 
frequent, and generally, indeed, effectual; eſpecially in modern times: 
for it cannot be denied, that, in ancient times, there was ſeldom any rea- 
ſon, or ſo much as a pretext, for the exertion of this right. In thoſe 
times it is well known, parliaments were aſſembled on ſome particular 
emergence of ſtate, and diſmiſſed as ſoon as the buſineſs was over. The 
people, therefore, were apprized of the occaſion, for which a parliament 
was called, and, of conſequence, were enabled to acquaint their re- 
preſentatives with their ſenſe of the matter, before the members came up 
to town; yet, even in thoſe times, if any thing unuſual happened to 
occur, during the ſitting of parliament, the members commonly deſired 
leave to conſult their conſtituents, before they came to any reſolution. Of 
chis there are many inſtances in the Engliſh hiſtory; but I ſhall content 
myſelf at preſent, with mentioning only two, which are extremely 
remarkable. : 1 | „„ e 5 | | 
The firſt is in the parliament of the gth of Edward the IId, When 
* motion being made for a ſubſidy to be granted of a new kind, the 
« commons anſwered, they would have conference with ,thaſe of their 
„ ſeyeral counties and places, before they treated of any ſuch matter.“ 
The other is in the 13th of the ſame reign ; The king declared to the 


©« parliament, that he, with others about him, ſtood bound for furniſhi 

40 2 and his allies with 30,0001. which he ought to pay, and there- 
e fore wanted aid of his commons to pay the ſame. But the commons 
made anſwer, that they knew and tendered the king's eſtate, and were 
ready to aid him: only in this new device they durſt not agree, without 
« farther conference with- their counties; and ſo praying reſpite until 
% another time, they promiſe to travel to their counties, to conſul 
them in this grand affair.” 2 5d CO 

Hence it appears, that, even in thoſe early times, when the preroga- 
tive ran ſo high, that the people may be ſuppoſed to have had much leſs 
weight in the government than at preſent, the commons would not agree 
1 | | | | te 


* 
— a 


to any extraordinary meaſure, until they had conſulted thoſe whom they 
repretented, and from whom they derived all their authority. 
lt we come down to later tines, when the practice of long parliaments 
grew in faſhion, we ſhall nd this right of wsr8veTiNG exerted upon ſe. 
veral occations; and ſurely nobety will deny, that the exercife of it be- 
comes more and more neceſſary, in proportion to the length of parlia- 
- ments; ſince it is impoſſible ſor the Ds to foreſee, at the time of elec- 
tion, what affairs may, in the courte of ſeveral years, be ſubmiiced to the 
deliberation of parliament: and therefore they muſt reſerve their 
thoughts to themſelves, till ſome point of moment is a ually brought 
upon the carpet, or diſcovers itſelf to the public, and furniſhes them with 
freſh matter of inſtruction. 5 . 
Accordingly we find, that this right was frequently exerted, and to 
very cohd purpole, in the rergn of king Charles the Second; and, in tlie 
reign of king William, the frecholders of Kent. undertook to inſtruct, not 
only their own reprefentatives, but even the whole parliament, in money 
matters. In the fame reign, the city of London, and the borough of 
Southwark, gave very ftrong inſtructions to their reprefentatives. Nor 
did they contine themſelves to matters of a domeſtic nature: they even 
entered into a circumſtantial detail of the general intereſts of Europe, 
and directed their members, in a pretty authoritative ſtile, how to be- 
have in the momentous affair of peace and war. „ 


The right of the people to inſtruct their repreſentatives being thus 
eſtabliſhed from the nature of the thing, and warranted by the practice of 
all former ages; it only remains to conſider what influence theſe inſtruc- 
tions ought to have upon the conduct of members of parliament. And 
here it muſt be confeſſed, that, though a repreſentative be a kind of deputy, 

or ſubſtitute, yet is he not obliged, like other deputies, to follow, exactly, 
the inſtructions of his conſtituents, becauſe it may ſometimes happen, that 

the intereſt of a particular county, city, or borough, may claſh with the 
general intereſt of the nation, which ought to be the grand object that 
determines the reſolution of every member of the legiſlature. 
But this is the only exception that can be made to the obligation he 
is under to fol o the inſtructions of his conſtituents; for if theie inſtruc- 
tions contain nothing inconſiſtent with the intereſt of the nation; and till 
more, if the points they recommend are manifeſtly. conducive to the in- 
tereſt of the nation; and farther ſtill, if the ſame points are inforced by 
ſimilar inſtructions from other parts of the kingdom; in all, or any of 
theſe caſes, though a repreſentative may be obliged, by no poſitive law, to 
obey the directions of his electors, and though no ea puniſhment can be 
| inflicted upon him for refuſing to obey them; yet is he bound, by all the 
ties of juſtice, of equity, and of gratitude, and by every other motive that 
can work upon a virtuous and ingenuous mind, to comply with the re- 
"queſt, and to promote the happinels of thoſe, to whom he is indebted for 
the ſeat he poſſeſſes in the grand council of the nation. This point, I know, 
has been frenuouly diſputed, and even attempted to be entirely over- 
turned, by ſome mercenary writers, who have had the impudence to aſſert, 
that the collective body of the people transfer all their power to thoſe, 
whom they chuſe to repreſent them, and have nothmg farther to do in 
matters of government, than to yield an implicit obedience to their 
deciſions. But the fallacy of this argument is fo groſs and palpable, as to 
impoſe upon no one, but thoſe who are blinded by the moſt incurable prœqu- 
dice. Every man, it is certain, upon his entering into ſociety, religns ſome 
of his natural rights, in order to enjoy the reſt with greater ſecurity ; but 
no man, nor no body of men, ever did, or ever can reſign all their natural 
rights; or if they ſnould be induced, in ſome unguarded moment, to take 
ſuch a dangerous ſtep, they would ſtill have a title to correct it. The 
right of felt-preſervation is unalienable in every individual, much more 
in every community; and no governors, of whatever denomination, can 
poſſibly have a privilege to deſtroy the liberties of that body politic, of 
which they are, or ought to be, the guardians and protectors, N 
This was clearly the opinion of the celebrated Mr. Locke, one of the 
greateſt politicians, as well as philoſophers, that ever appeared in this or 
any other nation. That eminent writer ſays, in his Eſſay upon Civil Govern- 
ment, © That the community perpetually retains a ſupreme power of ſav- 
« ing themſelves from the attempts and deſigns of any body, even of their 
© legiſlators, whenever they ſhall be fo fooliſh, or ſo wicked, as to lay 
© and carry on deſigns againſt the liberties and properties of the . 
; n 
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In another place, he afh:ms, * That where the body of the people are de- 


« prived of their right, either by the executive, or legiſlative power, | 
„ having no appeal on earth, they have a liberty to appeal to Heaven, 


« whenever they judge the cauſe of ſufficient moment.“ And a little 
farther on, he adds; © The legiſlative power acts againſt the truſt re- 
% poſed in them, when they endeavour to invade the property uf the 
„ ſubjects, and to make themſelves, or any part of the community, 
„ maſters, or arbitrary diſpoſers of the lives, liberties, or fortunes cf 
I | 2 

As the right of the people, therefore, to inſtruct their repreſentatives, 
is eftabliſhed upon the firmeft and moſt ſolid foundation, and as this 
right has frequently been exerted to the moſt ſalutary and benefigial pur- 
poſes, it muft certainly give great pleaſure to all the lovers of liberty, to 
{ee the exerciſe of it beginning to revive in the nation. The citizens of 
Norwich have, to their honour, led the way; the Freechokters of Mid- 


dleſex and the citizens of Weſtminſter have followed the glorious cxample; 


and it is not to be doubted, but the fame conduct will ſcon be purfued 
by every other county and corporation in the kingdom. In order to pro- 
duce, as much as poſſible, this happy effect, we have here given the in- 
ſtructions of theſe three reſpectable bodies, beginning with thole of the 
citizens of Norwich, as the longeſt and moſt important. | 


The Inflruttioms of the Citizens of NOoRWICH te HARPORD HaRDORD, %. and 
5 EDWARD Bacon, Ei. their Repreſentatives in Parliament. 
GENTLEMEN, | 

A 5 it is the undoubted right of all conſtituents to inſtruct their repreſentatives 

I in parliament from time to time as they ſhall fez occaſion, toe, a confiderable 

part of your electors, as yet your free and independent electors, take this opportu- 


nity to claim and to exerciſe that right, and to trapſmit to you our fentiments upon 
ſome points, which we look upon to be of the utmoſt importance at this juncture to 


the whole kingdom. 


We have obſerved, with concern, the inſtability of adminiſtration, and the dit- 
_ trations which have prevailed in all public councils far theſe ſeven years paſt, and 


ſ.;]] prevail, to the diſgrace as well as detriment of the nation: ſuch a.pernetuu. . 


fiuCtuatior in public” affairs mult Inevitably draw on the ruin of the tate, and jt i; 
therefore high time that new, permanent, and vigorous meaſures ſho':k be adopted 
and entered into for its ee e'cr it be too late. Various ate the grievances 

which call aloud for redreſs, and ſome of them we mean to point out to you; and 
as we have beheld but too many flagrant inftances of the venality or the age, an} 
of the corruption of repreſentatives in parliament, by wicked, arbitrary, and op- 
preſſive miniſters, therefore, in order to fleike at the root of corruption at once, and 
to revive the drooping ſpirit of publick virtue and love of our country; in order 
to extinguiſh the falſe hopes, and to curb the undue, unconſtitutional igfi:ence of 
all aſpiring and ambitious favourites, we moit earneſtly recommend to you, and 
do moſt ſtrictly enjoin you, 185 . 15 25 5 


I. To uſe your utmoſt endeavours to promote the paſing of a new and more 


comprehenſive Place-bill, by which all placenren, beyond a limited number, may be 


rendered incapable to fit in the Houſe of Commons, for which the neceifity is but 
too evident, from the daily increaſe of places and penſions, and the neglect of 
bringing in which, as ſoon as poſſible, may be fatal to the con?;zution, and to the 
liberties of this kingdom. - 5 . . a 
II. We recommend to you to uſe your utmoſt endeavours, that a law may pats, 
in the approaching ſeſſion, TG 1 
For Reſtoring Triennial Parliamants, 


and for limiting the duration of this preſent, and all future parliaments, to 


Three Years At Moft, | 5 
as another great ſecurity for the conſtitution againſt the arbitrary attempts or 
wicked and deſigning miniſters ; frequent elections depriving them of that enormaus 
influence and power they now have to corrupt the repreſentatives of the peonſe; 

and to ſecure a venal majority of members in the Hoyſe of Commons, which may 


prevent, defeat, or put a ſtop to all enquiries into their, public conduct: and tha + 


3 Claule be added in the above act, requiring, that, for the future, the gath of bribery 
and corruption at all elections be taken by the candidates, and not the electers. 

III. We requeſt alfo, and recommend to you to enquire, how it comes to paſs; 
that the eldeſt ſons of peers of Scotland, Who are declared incapable to reprefent 
any borough or ſhire in that kingdom, ſhould be permitted to repreſent any bo- 
Tough or ſhire in England: and Why, when all the commons of Scotland 


are, according to the act of Union, repreſented by forty-five members in the Britiſh 


nen Scots commoners are permitted to reprefent Engliſh boroughs, and te 
have additional voices in parliament : and whether the permitting Scots commone: g 


® % 


and eldeſt ſons of peers of Scotland to fit in parliament for Engliſh boroughs, be 


not inconſiſtent with, and contradiftory to, the true Hit of the act of Urizz : 
we therefore moſt earneſtly recommend to you to propoſe an enquiry into the true 
ſpirit of the act of Union; and, as far as in you lies, by all conſtitutional eadeavour}, 

to 
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his own accuſer, contrary to the known laws of the land. We alſo defire and ex- 


diſobeyed, in time of public peace and tranquility ; and the act of Habeas Corpus, 


der foot, the powers of which were never known to be even ſuſpended, but in 


by whoſe advice it was, that private perſons in office, armed with that iron- engine 


ſtar chamber, and to ſee how far it may agree with the freedom of our conſtitution; 
that you will uſe your utmoſt endeavours to ſecure the liberties of the people 


they may not be liable to ruin at the diſcretion of any future time-ſerving and 


fluence of a favourite of a court, may, in the proceſs of a few years, over- rule and 


and the heavy national debt, incurred by the vaſt profuſion of expence attending the 


in by contractors and agents for the army and navy, by comptrollers, directors and 


feat in the Houſe of Commons. 


_ © applie 


" © that it may appear whether there were any miſapplications and miſmanagements ; 


Tate great chancellor of the exchequer, (Mr. Legg) univerſally acknowledged to 
be the moſt able financier in Europe, will raiſe 500, oool. per annum; and to re- 


to exclude Scotch commoners already elected, exceeding the number of forty- five, 
and not repreſenting fhires or boroughs in Scotland, from a ſeat and voice in the 
Britiſh parliament. . | 5 

IV. Werecommend to you, and ſtrictly enjoin you to enquire, by what authori 
it was, that a repreſentative of the people in parliament was ſeized in his own houſe 
dragged out of his own houſe, and, in defiance of the Habeas Corpus act, and 
Magna Charta, imprifoned in the Tower of London; all his papers, the moſt ſecret 
of them, rifled and carried away, under an avowed deſign of collecting evidence 
againſt him for a ſuppoſed libel; thereby obliging a free-born Engliſhman to turn 


4 


pect, that you will uſe your utmoſt-endeavours to find out by whom it was, that a 
writ of Habeas Corpus, granted by a chief juſtice, was eluded, and it's authority 


that greateſt and ſtrongeſt bulwark of Englith liberty, broke down and trampled un- 


times of public danger, of ſuſpected conſpiracies, open rebellion, or when a 
foreign enemy was in arms in the kingdom. The ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus 
act, tho' by authority of parliament, is ever underſtood to be a ſuſpenſion of the 
liberty of the ſulject: and we, therefore, deſire and expect that you will enquire 


of oppreſſion, and bearing that ignominious badge of ſlavery a general warrant, 
were employed, or ſet on and encouraged, to dare to do that by themſelves, which 
king, lords, and commons, the three eſtates of the realm, can only do together. 
V. We moſt earneſtly recommend to you to promote an enquiry into the power of 
an attorney-general to file informations ex officio, that deteſtable relique of the 


from all arbitrary and unconſtitutional ſtretches of authority : and that you will 
promote an enquiry into the power of judges. to alter records, before or after judg- 
ment, before or after trial, for the ſake of the ſafety of every ſubject, and that 


corrupt judge, who, under the golden influence of a court, or the tyrannical in- 


over-turn all the eſtabliſhed laws of the land. 1 5 ; fo | 
VI. We recommend to you to promote a ſtrict enquiry into the public accounts, 


late juſt and neceſſary war; and above all, to examine into the accounts delivered 


commiſſaries of the office of comptrol, and the commiſſariate abroad at Bremen in 
Germany, and by ſecretaries, under-ſecretaries and clerks of offices at home, by 
which ſuch amazing fortunes have been ſuddenly, andalmoſt inſtantaneouſly, acquired 
by individuals; and, where-ever delinquents are found, to bring all ſuchplunderers 
of the public to condign and exemplary puniſhment; and that you will promote 
a bill for the excluſion of contractors * of all ſorts, employed by government, from a 


We moſt earneſtly recommend to you to bear in your minds, on this occaſion, 
and to imprint in your hearts, the laſt moſt excellent words and advice given to a 
Britiſh parliament by one of our beſt of princes : | 


© It is always with regret when I do aſk aids of my people; but you will obſerve, 
that I deſire nothing which relates ta any perſonal expence of mine. TT 
I am only preſſing you to do all you can for your own ſafety and honour, at 
« ſo critical and dangerous a time; and am willing that what is given ſhould be 
* wholly appropriated for the purpoſes for which it is intended. | 
And 4 — am ſpeaking on this head, I think it proper to put you in mind, 
© that during the late war, I ordered the accounts to be laid yearly before the par- 
< liament, and alſo gave my aſſent to ſeveral bills for taking the public accounts, 
that ar ſubjects might have ſatisfaction how the money given for the war was 


And I am willing that matter may be put in any further way of examination, 


< the ſupplies, or thedeficiency of the funds. ap PS as 

It is fit I ſhould tell you, the eyes of all Europe are upon this parliament ; 
© all matters are at a ſtand till your reſolutions are known ; and therefore no time 
* ought to be loſt. . ; | 3 5 33 

Fou have yet an opportunity, by God's bleſſing, to ſecure to you and yo,j&veũ 
© poſterity the quiet enjoyment of your religion and libertias, if you are not want- 
© ;ng to yourſelves. e de e beg | oth Br BE | 

«But tell you plainly my opinion is, if you do not lay hold on this occaſion, 
© you have no reaſon to hope for another.“ 1 | 


- 


or whether the debt that remains upon us has really ariſen-from the ſhor tneſs of 


VII. We alſo recommend to you, to promote a bill for laying a duty of 10s. 
per hundred weight on ſugar, which, according to the beſt * made by a 


The nett profits of the tobacco contract alone are eſlimated in value at 7000 J. Per 


annum. 


No. 87. Tur NOR TI BRITON. 33; 


peal thereby the additional tax upon beer, ſubſtituted in it's room in the year 1763, 
and which has ever ſince been levied with ſuch peculiar cruelty and oppreſſion upon 
the laborious poor of this great kingdom; the poor, already diſtreſſed and almoſt 
famiſhed by the high and extravagant prices of proviſions and corn; the reduction 

of which high .and extravagant prices we alſo moſt earneſtly recommend to 
your conſideration in parliament; and that you will uſe your utmoſt endeavours to 

giye relief to the crying and very alarming neceſſities of the indigent and induſtri- 
ous part of the nation, your fellow-ſubjects, and many of them your con/titnents 
VVV e 
VIII. We recommend to you, and ſtrictly charge you, to enquire, and we ex- 
pect that you will enquire, by whoſe advice it was, that a ſeparate peace was 
concluded with France and Spain in 1762, by which a flagrant breach of national 
faith was conimitted, being in direct oppoſition to all treaties ſubſiſting between 
our gallant aliy the king of Pruſſia, and his late Majeſty of glorious memory, 
renewed and confirmed. by his preſent. Majeity after his acceſſion, in a treaty 
bearing date December 12, 1760, in which is contained the following article: 


eee e e eee 3 
„The high contracting powers moreover engage, viz. on the one ſide his Britannic 
«& Majejty, as well king as eclector, and on the other, his Prufian Majeſty, nat 
to conclude any treaty of peace, truce, or neutrality, or other Convention or 
* agreement whatever, with the powers who have taken part in the preſent war, 
«© but iu concert and by mutual agreement, and by comprehending eack other by 
« ame.” Signed, e | Flr 


' RonerT HENLE V, C. 8. ForpExNEss E. 
nr --. HARD WICEE. 
HoLLES NEWCASTLE. WILLIAM Pfrr. 


A treaty of peace was, notwithſtanding, entered into and concluded at Paris, 
between England, France and Spain, without the conſent and mutual agreement 
of the king of Pruſha, in defiance of the above article of a moſt ſolemm treaty and 
engagement between his preſent majeſly and the king of Prufia, and within 
leſs than two years from the date thereof; by which the honour and public fart, af 
the nation became a ſacrifice to evil counſellors, and corrupt miniſters : and we 
do, therefore, requeſt of you our repreſentatives, and do hereby call upon you, 
to uſe. your utmoſt endeavours to trace out, detect, and bring to condign puniſh- 
ment all ſuch evil counſellors, and corrupt miniſters, by whoſe advice the national 
faith has been thus ignominiouſly proſtituted, and traiterouſly broke and forfeited. 

IX. We do allo recommend to you, to promote an enquiry, by which the con- 
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ſtitution itſelf may be examined into, according to it's firſt original principles: And. Ky 
whereas the eldeſt ſons of Peers were never admitted, but always rejected from a 4 
ſeat in the parliament of Scotland, the chief reaſon for which rejection, amongſt h 
others, was, Ihe enormous and over-bearing influence and power of a numerous 3 5 0 
ce peerage, which ſurrounding the commons, thereby prevented freedom in electi- we! 4 


* ons, ſo that no commoner holding any part of his lands of a peer, or indeed 
© being in his neighbourhood, could bl reckoned at liberty to make a free election 
« of his gepreſentative.“ And whereas the peerage of England is exceedingly 
numerous, and the influence and power of Englith peers ſufficiently known and 
felt, as well elſewhere as in their neighbourhood, and the freedom of elections as 
notoriouſly invaded, notwithſtanding repeated reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons, 
declaring, © That it is a high infringement of the liberties and privileges of the 
<< Commons of Great-Britain for any lord of parliament, or any lord-lieutenant of 
„any county, to concern themſelves in the elections of members to ſerve for the 
„ Commons in parliament :”” and whereas nothing can be more e eg abſurd, 
or more unconſtitutional, than that the ſenſe of the Commons of Great-Britain 
ſhould be delivered in parliament by peers, and repreſentatives elected by peers, 
which in effect is the uniting and making but one houſe of both houſes of parlia- 
ment; therefore, to remedy this dangerous innovation as far, and as ſoon as may be, 
and before the fatal conſequences to our happy conſtitution, and the acknowledged 
right and liberties of the people be ſpread too wide, and acquire too much ſtrength, 
ſo as to bear down all appolition before them eee e 1 Ele rot 
We do require, and do moſt ſtrictly enjoin you to move, at the opening of next 
ſeſſion of parliament, that a reſolution may be paſſed. Whereby the eldeſt fons 
«© of peers of England, as well as thoſe of Scotland, may be declared incapable to 
„ fit in the Houſe of Camons of Great-Brizain.” © | 
X. We recommend to you, and ftrictly charge you, carefully and impartially to 
enquire into the conduct of all ſuch returning officers, of whoſe proceedings com- 
plaint ſhall at any time be made before the houſe ; and to do juice to the nation by 
bringing all ſuch criminals to condign puniſhment, who ſhall appear to have violated 
the rights of freeholders and legal voters at elections; thereby invading the birth 
right and privilege of the Britiſh ſubject, and daringly inſulting the conſlitution an- 
liberiy of their country. 3 5 1 
Xl. We recommend to you to promote an enquiry into the conduct of the ſeve · 
ral adminiſtrations during the laſt ſeven years, and the cauſes of the late frequent 
changes and diſmiſſions; and above all, to explore, and to endeavour to trace out 
and detect the ſecret influence of that undermining favourite, by whole arbitrary 
meafures, and pernicious counſels, this once happy and flouriſhing kingdom has 
been reduced, from a ſtate of power and triumph, of affluence and unanimity, into 
its preſent miſerable ſtate of imbecility and diviſion, of diſtreſs and on. | 
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XII. Laftly, We do moſt ſolemnly charge you to demand out of cuſtody the 
perſon of John Milles, Eſq; knight of the ſhire for the county of Middleſex, who, 
tho” a repreſentative of the people duly elected to ſerve in parliament, was refuſed 
| bai], and committed to priſon on an outlawry, which was afterwards declared, by 
the very judges who committed him, to be illegal; a man who ſo 1 defended 
the 40 and privileges of all the Commons of England when invaded, an 
_ ſuch unſhaken intrepidity and perſeverance, oppoſed the arbitrary attempts of mini- 


ſters and ſecretaries of ſtate, who preſumed to violate, thro* him, the firſt right of 


this free nation, the perſonal Iiderty of the ſubject, in the moſt outrageous and ille. 
gal manner; and who ſtill is detained a priſoner in the King's Bench priſon. We 
, therefore do moſt ſolemnly charge you to demand the perſon of the ſaid Jahn 


& IVilkes, Eſq; that he may be enabled to take his ſeat amongſt the duly-elected repre- 


ſentatives to ſerve in the preſent parliament, leſt the continued confinement of a 
knight of the ſhire for ſo great and opulent a county as that of Middleſex, now left 
without any repreſentation at all, be for ever conſidered as a moſt daring inſult 

upon the rights and privileges of the people, an open contempt of the authorit 
parliament, and an high and uncxampled affront to the dignity of the Britiſh Hou 

of Commons. 

Y In full aſſurance of your faithful diſcharge of the great truſt — in you by us 

your conſtituents, and of your ſtrict attention in parliament to theſe our inſtructi- 

ons, tranſmitted to you before the opening of the ſeſſion, and after repeated 


promiſes made to us on your parts, previous to your election, in all the printed 
papers, and 11 « "a with your own names; in full aſſurance of ſuch your public- 


{ſpirited condu We , with great reſpect, GENTLEMEN, | 


Your moſt obedient Servants, | 
The Free and Independent Citizens and Electors of the 


oy = * of Norwich. 
a Norwich, ORober 25, 
* the day day of his Majeſty's fs y | Aceeſſ on. 
to the Crown of 425 eſe 7 


„ * 3 


* 


2777 Inftrudtions of the, . of MiopLesex to Jon W1LKEs, Ela. 2 5 
JoHN 'GLyxn, Eg. their Repreſentatives in Parliament. 


- tit 


who, with - 


* 


WE the Freeholders of the county of iddleſex, direct and inſtruct you, our 


repreſentatives in parliament, 
I. To endeavour to continue to us, and to > confirm 0 our old conſtitutional and 
OE only rightful W jury. : 
2.8 To promote a rict patliamentary etiquiry into the manſions of the ili 
in St. George's Fields, on Tueſday the 10th of May laſt. 


III. To roms) a like enquiry into the riots and murders committed « at Breat- 


ford on the gch of laſt December. 

IV. To examine into the adminiſtration of juſtice i in this county; particularly 
into the preſent ſtate of the commiſſion of the peace, 
V. And, as far as in your power, to promote an enquiry into the rights of 
the public to the territorial PROPER RY from 2 n in India. 


— 


The Were of the Eleftors of WIT TA 1 the Right How. Banz 


PERcx, and the Hon. EDWIN SANDYS, their Repreſentatives in Parliament. 


H E inſtructions of the citizens of Weſtminſter are the ſame with thoſe of 


the Freeholders of Middleſex, except that, in the firſt article, they have 
made an addition, thus: 


To endeavour to continue to us, and to confirm, our old conſtitutional right of | 


trial by jury, to the excluſion of proceeding by information and attachment in cri- 
minal proſecutions. 
They have likewiſe added a freſh article of their own, to this purport : And we 
do ſtrongly inſiſt, that you never ceaſe your endeavours to promote a parliamen- 
= enquiry into the a e and grievances of JN WiLkes, Eſq. and to vindicate 
ſupport the "Foghts- of the people, who have elected him their repreſentative. 


—— 
— TY 


As the order for the commitment of the publiſher of this paper to the King's- 


Bench Priſon, oa Monday laſt, is of a moſt unprecedented and illegal nature, 1 4 


have here. ſubzoined it, for the fGatiefa&ion of the reader. 


Monday next after the Octave of Saint Hilary, in the Ninth Year of King Grongy 


the Third. 


ENGLAND, HE defendant being preſent here in court appears on 
the KING, his recognizance ; and refuſing to give bail, and alſo 
againſt refuſing to be ſworn to anſwer i interrogatories now filed here in 


William Bingley, ] court againſt him, it is ordered, that he the ſaid defendant be 


now committed to the cuſtody of the Marfhal of the Marſhalſea of this court, 


to be by him kept in ſafe cuſtody until he finds ſufficient bail to anſwer interrogato- 
ries, or ſubmits to be ſworn to anſwer ſuch interrogatories, 
On the motion of Mr. Solicitor General and Sir Fletcher Norton. 
B * THE COURT. 


— G6. 2 — _—_Jl 


Sold by W. BINGLEY, oppoſite Durham Yu in the Strand. Where 8 may be 
had, any of the former mn and W 8 Sets ſewed i in blue Paper. | | 
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| NU MBE R LXXXVIII. (or XLII. of the Con TINU ATION.) 


To be continued. every Saturday. Price Two-pence Halfpenny. 


* 


"SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1766. 
Felix ! quem ſaciunt aliena pericula cautum. 


CCC 
d 04 

NIS E men,” ſays the proverb, * learn prudence at the 
„VV expence of others: fools never learn it but at their own.” 
Whenaman is placed in any new or uncommon ſituation, if he take 
a falſe or unguarded ſtep, he may be excuſed, inaſmuch as it may 


be difficult or even impoſſible to foreſee the conſequence of any 
particular meaſure, before you have tried it; but when he, wha 


is placed in the ſame or in ſimilar circumſtances with thoſe who 
went before bim, is, nevertheleſs, guilty of the very fame blunders 
which they committed, he may fafely be, called a- foof, as 
the fate of his predeceſſors ſhould have ſerved as a beacon to 


guard him againſt ſplitting upon the ſame rocks and ſhelves 


upon which they were ſhipwrecked. © 
I have, therefore, often wondered at the ſtriking reſemblance, 


preſent reign, and ſome f 


- 


TX Ery9. Dried 


Engliſh princes. One of the firſt ſteps taken, after his preſent 

majeſty' s acceſſion to the throne, was an almoſt total expulſion of 
the Whigs from all places of truſt and profit under the govern- 
ment; and the admiſſion of Tories, and even of Jacobites, into 
the vacant offices. This was an exact cpunterpart to the change 


of the miniſtry in the reign of queen Anne ; and was probably. | 
intended, by the favourite, for nearly the ſame purpoſe. Thechange 


af the miniſtry, in the reign of Queen Anne, was manifeſtly 
deſigned to paye the way for the introduction of the Pretender, 
and the excluſion of the Brunſwick family from the throne of 
theſe realms; two ſchemes, which, hewever wiſely laid or art- 
fully managed, were, by the unexpected but ſeaſonable death of 
the queen, and the violent diſſentions that aroſe among the 
miniſters, in the end moſt happily defeated, And can e 
poſed, that the fame men, or body af men, or men at leaſt of the 


ſhould yet be t 
an of it? The ſuppoſition is too abſurd, to be made by any rea- 
ſonable perſon, The truth is, I make no doubt. but the deſign of 
the favourite was to qpen a door for the admiſſion of his name- . 
ſake and relation, by rendering the preſent family univerſally 
odious ; and a more effectual method he cnuld not poſſibly take 


for accompliſhing this wicked and træaſonable purpoſe, than by 


perſuading his ſovereign to employ a ſet of men, Who have been 
always known to entertain principles inconſiſtent with the liber 
ties and privileges of the people, inconſiſtent with the bill of 


rights and the act of ſettlement, and with all thoſe terms 


and conditions upon which his wajeſty's n was 
CC 5 advanced 


moſt odious and unconſtitutional 
meaſyres, that have diſgraced the adminiſtration of former 


fame political principles, who. were deemed. the moſt' proper fr 
_ precluding the n+ family from the attainment; of the throne, 
e maſt proper for eſtabliſhing them in the poſſeſſi- 
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Saved to the ſhoode, In this deſign, however, I "Te bs will 
never be able fully to ſucceed ; but that his pernicious arts have 


already had ſome fatal effects, muſt be evident to any one, who 
obſerves the avidity, with which the people lay hold of every oc- 
caſion to expreſs their hatred and averſion to the court; a conduct, 
ſure, which they would never purſue, did they not harbour the 
ſtrongeſt ſuſpicions, that the miniſters have formed a regular plan 


to deſtroy their moſt valuable rights and privileges. And theſe 


- ſuſpicions they will always continue to harbour, while any of the 
Tory party continue in power; but that ſeveral of that party 
ſtill continue in power, is a fact too notorious to be called i in 
queſtion. 


True it is, they are no longer poſſeſſed, as u formerly; of the 


| whole executive power of the ſtate ; for. the favourite obſerving | 


that they were ſo odious to the nation, that, if they continued to 
be the ſole. miniſters it would. be abſolutely impoſſible to carry 
on the public buſineſs, was pleaſed to admit a few of the oppoſite 


party to a participation of places of truſt and profit: but, fearful 


leſt theſe laſt, ' by means of their popularity, ſhould ſuperſede the 


neceſſity of his own interpoſal, he determined—and this I men- 


tion as another ſuſpicious meaſure of the preſent reign—to play 


the one patty againſt the other. He ſeems to have thought, and 


he probably repreſented to thoſe whom it concerned, that the two 
firſt princes of the Brunſwick family were little more than mere 


Stadtholders; that their ſeveral miniſtries were ſo popular, and 


conſequently ſo powerful, that they were able of themſelves to 


conduct the affairs of the nation, and that the concurrence of the 
ſovereign could hardly be conſidered in any other light than as a 
matter of form and ceremony. Reſolving, therefore, to keep all 
future miniſtries in an abſolute dependance upon himſelf, he has 
ever {ſince taken effectual care, that none of them ſhould become 
too powerful; and this he has been eaſily enabled to do by com- 
poſing them of ſuch jarring and diſcordant parts as can never 


agree, or act with one uniform and conſiſtent view; but, like 


dogs in a leaſh, while ſome of them are drawing one way, the 


reſt are ſure to draw the other 
What maybe the conſequence of purſuing ſuch a plan I pretend 


not to determine. All I know is, that this expedient, of playing 
one party againſt another, was tried by king William; and that 
that excellent prince was thereby reduced to ſuch a diſtreſſed and 


wretched ſituation, that he actually formed a deſign of abdicating 


the throne, and abandoning the kingdom; and this deſign 
he even carried ſo far, that he drew up a ſpeech, which he in- 


tended to deliver to both houſes upon his reſigning the govern- 


ment: nor was it till after the moſt earneſt and preſſing entreaties 


of ſome of his moſt favourite miniſters, who beſought him on 


their knees, and with tears in their eyes, not to take fo raſh and 
_ deſperate a ſtep, that he could be perſuaded to deſiſt from his 
purpoſe. And is it to be imagined, that a ſcheme, which miſ- 
Carried in the hands of one of the moſt able and popular princes, 
that ever filled the Engliſh throne, ſhould ſucceed in the hands 
of the moſt weak and deteſted favourite that ever appeared in 


this or any other nation? In a word, it may be affirmed, that no 
Engliſh king can ever enjoy a quiet and peaceable reign, without 
a- popular miniſtry ; and that no Engliſh miniſtry can be popular, 
without diſcovering a moſt tender regard for the rights and liber- 
ties of the people: but this is a conduct, that cannot be expected 


from a motley herd of Tories and Jacobites, who have ever 


ſhewn themſelves the inveterate enemies of theſe rights and 


liberties, and the zealous promoters and ſtrenuous defenders of 
violent, arbitrary, and tyrannical meaſures. 


Another particular, in which the preſent reign reſembles ſome 


of thoſe that have gone before it, is the article of peace- making; 


for the peace of Paris is an exact parallel to that of Utrecht. 
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In both caſes we had reduced the enemy to the loweſt depth of 
' miſery : in both caſes we begged that peace which we might have 

commanded : in both caſes we reſtored to the enemy the greateſt 
part of the conqueſts we had made during the war: and in both 
caſes we ſuffered them with impunity, to evade the performance 
of ſome of the moſt eſſential and important articles of the treaty. 
But there is one circumſtance, in which the peace of Paris is 
more diſgraceful than even that of Utrecht. For though in the 
latter we went a begging for a peace, yet did we not employ 


any foreign ambaſſador to go a begging it for us: whereas in the 
latter we not only employed ſuch an ambaſſador, viz. the count 
de Viri, the Sardinian ambaſſador; but we even ſettled. upon 


him, for the friendly office, a penſion of 1000 I. a year, which 
be ſtill enjoys. Fs EY 

A fourth point of reſemblance between the preſent reign and 
ſome of the preceding ones, is the conduct of the government 
with regard to the pardon of murderers. It has always been 


obſerved, to the honour of King George I. and King George II, 


that, whatever indulgence they might ſhew to other criminals, 
they never ſhewed any to murderers; convinced, it would appear, 


that the crime of murder, of all others the moſt atrocious, ſhould 


ever meet with the puniſhment, which the law denounces againſt 
it. And fo conſtantly and invariably did they adhere to this 


maxim, that I believe it would be impoſſible to produce a 


fingle inſtance, during the whole courſe of their reigns, where 
they deviated from it. Earl Ferrers himſelf, notwithſtanding 


his noble birth, his high rank, his powerful connections, and | 


even his remote alliance to the royal family, was obliged to ſub- 


mit to the fate inflicted upon the meaneſt felon. But, during 
the ſhort period of the preſent reign, we have ſeen one murderer 


aſſiſted by thoſe in power to make his eſcape from the cogni- 
zance of the law; and we now ſee two other murderers, who 


have been fairly tried and condemned by the law, and who have 
yet received a reſpite during pleaſure, and will probably receive a 


pardon. Far be it from me to queſtion his majeſty's right to 


pardon whomſoever he pleaſes. But I think, at the fame. time, 


that every man in this kingdom has a right to expreſs his ſenti- 


ments, provided he does it with decency and candour, concern= 


ing every public meaſure ; and ſuch I take the preſent to be: and 
I muſt freely give it as my opinion, that there are certain caſes, 
of which this is one, where mercy to individuals is cruelty to the 


public. For theſe men, beſides the crime of murder, of which 


they have been convicted, were likewiſe guilty of another atro- 
_ cious crime in endeavouring to deſtroy the freedom of election: 
fo that they not only deprived a fellow- ſubject of his natural life, 
but likewiſe did all that lay in their power to deprive the free- 


holders of Middleſex of their civil life, or liberty. Thoſe 


miniſters, therefore, are highly to be blamed, who adviſed his 
majeſty to fo ill- judged a ſtep as the granting them a reprieve, 
and will be ſtill more to be blamed ſhould they adviſe him to 
grant them a pardon. I know it has been ſaid, that the reprieve 
was granted at the earneſt interceſſion of Mr. Serjeant Glynn's 
friends; but ſuppoſe theſe gentlemen, from a principle of hu- 
manity, had made ſuch a requeſt, the miniſters ſhould, from a 


principle of juſtice, have refuſed to comply with it; and, in or- 
der to clear themſelves from thoſe black ſuſpicions, under which 


they now very. generally labour, ſhould have allowed the law to 
take its free courſe. But it is eaſy to perceive with half an eye, 
that the requeſt made by Mr. Glynn's friends was only the pre- 
text, and not the reaſon, for granting the reprieve ; for ſuppoſe 
theſe gentlemen had made a like requeſt in favour of the coal- 


heavers, who were lately hanged for aſſaulting Mr. Green, 1 


| ſhould be glad to know, whether the ſame reſpect would have 


- 


* — ponuy 


been paid to their petition, I believe not. And yet theſe coal- 
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heavers Were not guilty of any murder: they were only guilty 
of having attacked Mr. Green's houſe, and of firing upon his 
perſon; and therefore they were convicted upon the Black Act. 
But the coalheavers were ſuppoſed, though I believe very falſely, 
to belong to the popular party, and therefore they ſuffered death; 
whereas the Brentford rioters are ſuppoſed, and I believe much 
miore juſtly, to belong to the court party, and therefore they 


have got a reprieve, and will probably get a pardon: but if they 


fhould get la pardon, with the conſent and by the intereſt of the 
miniſtry, — and without their conſent or intereſt they cannot 
poſſibly get it I am afraid the cenſorious part of the world will 


be apt to ſay, that it is very natural for one r— to befriend another. 
But had J am forgetting myſelf; for, inſtead of a parallel, I 
have been drawing a contraſt: but it is eaſy to find a parallel 


in the Englith hiſtory; and the life of king James I. will futniſn 
us with a very curious one. For when that prince heard, that his 
great ſavourite the earl of Somerſet, and his counteſs, were accuſed 


of being concerned in the murder of Sir Thomas Overbury, he 
ſolemnly ſwore, that, if, upon trial, they ſhould be found guilty, 
he would never grant them a pardon ; and he concluded with 


praying, that God's curſe might light upon him and all his poſ- 


terity, if he broke his oath. The earl, however, and his 
counteſs, were found guilty : James granted them a pardon, and 
even afterwards a penſion: and God's curſe, it ſhould ſeem, did 
light upon him, at leaſt upon ſome of his poſterity; but whether 
in the natural courſe of human events, or as the juſt judgment 
of Heaven for the violation of his oath, and his conniving at the 
crime of murder, every reader will determine for himſelf, accord- 
ing to his religious or his philoſophical principles. 
But, of all the inſtances in which the . 0 reign reſembles 
ſome of thoſe that have gone before it, the violent attacks upon 


the liberty of the preſs is at once the moſt remarkable and 


the moſt alarming. For never, ſure, ſince the acoeſſion of 
the auguſt family of Brunſwick to the throne, was ſo cruel 
and unrelenting -. a; perſecution carried on againſt any man, 
as, for theſe five years - paſt, has been carried on againſt Mr, 


Wilkes; and all, too, for no other reaſon, than his publiſhing a 


paper which contains nothing but the ſtricteſt truth, and his 


printing a few copies of a ludicrous poem, which his enemies had 


no other means of coming to the knowledge of, than by bribing 
his ſervant to ſteal it from him. The illegal ſeizure of his perſon 
by virtue of a general warrant : his commitment to the Tower, 
where, contrary. to the laws and the cuſtoms of the realm, his 
friends were denied acceſs to him : the evaſion, in his caſe, of the. 


act of Habeas Corpus, which, after being granted, was baſely as 


vell as unconſtitutionally eluded; exactly in the fame manner as it 


formerly had, in the reign of king Charles II. been eluded in the 
cafe of Mr. Harrington, author of the Oceana, who, after his 


friends had obtained for him a like act of Habeas Corpus, was 
ſecretly conveyed from the Tower of London to St. Nicholas 
Iſland, oppoſite to Plymouth, where, for want of exerciſe and 


freſh water, he contracted the diſeaſe which ſoon after put a pe- 
riod to his life: his doors burglariouſly broke open, his houſe 
robbed, his papers rifled, and expoſed to the view of the meaneſt, 
the dirtieſt, and the moſt worthleſs of men, of meſſengers of 
ſtate: the repeated attempts made upon his life by ſecret aſſaſſins 
and open defperado's, ſome of whom, conſidering the methods they 


took to prepare for the combat, can be regarded as little better 


than downright murderers : his cruel expulſion from a former pro- 
ſtitute Houſe of Commons: his baniſhment from his native coun- 
try by means of an outlawry, which hath ſince been declared to be 


illegal: and now, at laſt, his commitment to the King's-Bench pri- 
fon for the ſpace of two years, as a puniſhment far an offence, which 


perhaps, 


0 
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chaps, in more mild and woderatg times, ons badly 9 


ſubjected him to the llighteſt penalty, if. indeed it had beep 


1nd worthy of any Sent tt all. Suck are a few of the 
many ſevere and intolerable hardſhips, which this gentleign bes 


ſuffered in. defence of . the gas of the preſs, 1200 of; many 

the other rights and liberties of 

theſe hardſhips he finds. a full and ſufficient conſolation in the 
eſteem and affection of his countrymen, which have hithertõ en- 
creaſed, and, I dare ſay, will continue to encreaſe, in Propantian 
to the cruelty and perſecution-of his enemies. 

Nor is it in Mr. Wilkes's perſon only, that the liberty of ite 
preſs has been attacked: the ſame has been done in the 1 N of 
many other authors, printers and publiſhers, particular in that 
of the publiſher of this paper, who was impriſoned firſt 3 in New- 
Lt afterwards in the King's Bench Priſon, and is now. i riſdped 
a third time in the fame jail ; and impriſoned too upon ſuch terms, 
as he is informed are abſolutely inconſiſtent with the lavvys of the 
land, which neither require nor expect a man to become his own 
accuſer. And yet Mr. Bingley. is impriſoned upon ſuch condi- 
tions, that he cannot be releaſed without becoming his own ac- 
cuſer, by ſubmitting to anſwer interrogatories; a ſpecies of i inqui- 
ſition, which, even in the deſpotię reign of King Charles], when 
the Star-Chamber was in being and ſurrounded with all its:terrors, 


and when tyranny lorded it without controul, was deemed a tlic 


grievance, and, as ſuch, was oppoſed by the celebrated Mr. Lilburn, 
who peremptorily refuſed to anſwer interrogatories, as being a me- 
thod of proceeding that was directly contrary to the ſpirit as well. the 
letter of the moſt expreſs ſtatutes. In a word, would the bounds 


of your paper permit, I think I could. draw a very ſtriking, com- 


pariſon between ſome of the moſt arbitrary and tyrannical mea- 
ſures in the reign of King Charles I. and thoſe that have mark- 
ed the conduct of our late and preſent miniſters. But this 


ſhall be the ſubject of ſome future letter. In the mean time | 
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the 20th of laſt month. 
| . ft W. Tis all- mains gold; "= 
ACT I. SC EN E 1. | For, which this, kingdom If 71 ſold. 
Bagſhot- Heat. Ho 5 all. Out and 2 ane. in and ol 
; — &t's ance, to bring the work abgut, 
Enter | three 1 ne Yew .. L = "2 . W. Cos, ' What from Spaine | 
3 2 ore ammng 89 3 
30 . 4 hy lo meeting Fi or which the nation's trade 1 e 01d. 
ee 145 v WizzanD. | All. Out and In, and in od. 


Aut 
WII Let s dance, to bring the work bent 
Izzards! How do you? and you 55 
iſt and 2d W. How have you done? 8 CE NE Ws; 
and now. how do? Enter P—— D—, in the dae 
d W. Here I ſtick to Engliſh — : : 1Hecars.. 
Where Diſſenſion runs its roun 


| YE lazy Wizzards!- imps of 1 Hella 
All. Out and In, and in and out Vour king and country you may ſe Ell 


Let's go, to turn its wheel about. I dance. At other times, of better leiſure, 
zd W. Whence come n 4g wrangle for-the holl-born-treafur. 
2d W. I from Spain. | I, your miſtreſs, hurry- ſeutried, 
iſt W. And I from France, 3” By Cog dogs of Liberty am worried, 
zd W. Joy again! _ hat howl againſt-me,: as the Moon. 
We all have met in 's reign.” * Running to her mid-night non, 
All. Out and In, and in and out To ſtop me in my. magie charms, | PR 
20 s go, to turn the world about. And fright Endymion from my arms: 
What news from France? Bite them with: ſtate-venom'd adder; 
10 W. Here Pve brought a French- Driveithem-madder fill; and maddet, 


man's heart: | Till the-whole fraternity | 
Read the country from a nts. ind) Hang upon the fatal tree; il ISS, 
See, with livid blood 'tis gloated : And, firſt Chaos come again, 1 
See, with vanity 'tis bloated, _ We enjoy Confuſion S\rergh, 
See, it aims a grand invaſion, iſt. W. By the ftartmg of our wande, 


And waits from us to take th' occahion; : And now trembling in our hands, 
Look what I've got! 


24 & 3d W. What? what ? what? Wise, comes . on, 10 free - 


. om The 


is fellow-ſfabjeaa.. - But RE 


— — 
— 
FE 2 5 p 4 — — as — — — — IIS = — 
2 a %< 2 * — — 2 —— — 2 = — — —U 2 - \ — — 
— — » 22 - = PE PC ECP. —— -2 — — — — Foun 
— — — * — = - * = — — — - 12 3 —— — _ —. — — — — = 
8 — * bp Se — 2 — 7 — — — — — — —< þ + — — — — 
— . ns gy — e — 5 7%, r —— _— — — => = — = - Rn — — — — — . 
'S 2 . —— 2 1 — — ING "An? "=> IRE. a+ Fg a4 * 4 7 . _ — — ry — — — — 2 — — — — — — 
: AY S * - - 2 7 _ — - _— —— — 
„ ²ĩ NEE . joy — 1 — mt — — — 8 2 MW ” EIS LL to = — — 
—— > , — es i Ee oe — ear tipns-—er SIP" toon ng yg 1 * _— — — - — WV 
1 — _ ——U— 9 — — — ey” WoW J , — = . — - —— *- — — — — — — * =1 3 2 — —_— _ — 
2 — — he . Mon > — — — — — 2 ASS 4a 8 — - _ 
> 1 — Ces — [08 OE 4500S — — 7 — 4 — . — 


— 

— w/e — 

. * 
— 
— Meats 


* TCL 
— a Exe eee 
— — — Bon 


1 oc th — 


— „ = 10 « 
— — 8 1 — — 5 : 4 _ ' - , 
- — — —— _ -- ms — — ww — —ͤ— OOPS LY — CIOS — . DO 
— LEES — IE - — ya — — a — > — _ — TINY 
8 — — —_ - — 2 — - —— — — — — — — — — — — — — — a 2 — - — — — \ ” _ — — ” = a att — 
. 2 Sos — — — = LR.» K — — — — —— — Wet! San —— I > — — — — — —ę— — . eee ere — — — — — — - — 
* > her nran ing. 6 — — — — — — — — — — — — — - - — — - => = — 
— = dy * — — 4 — — — — — — — — — — — —— 1 — U — — — — * — o — — — — — — — 
5 2 — > — — — 22 2 — — - mms hy - —— = — — * * — — — 2 — * _ — — 
_ * — 2 — — — — — — . —— ny — — — - . A : N > —— 
— 2 — => — 4 Þ = — - - ” — — — — — — — 8 — - _ D . _ = L > 
— O - 2 0 - * * ax * - 822 — > — s — 
2 . 2 — — RG — _— - dy — 2 — — 
. - * ” — . — 0 — — — — — — - > — — 5 — — —— rr - — ——— — — 2 — 9 
—— NA ne ih es . 9 1 4 2 . " * 40 3 1 2 — — — — DV 3049-82 4% . . . 2 = m m— . —— a — — — — — — 5 — — — — — — — —— — — 
. — S "> Ss — 2 — — * 8 "ag __ CC Io ROT Rr Ir ” — - — 0 — = — < > - — = — — = — — — — — 
ſy - 2 ES on. — 4 *« . * — = N. ot — 2 _ — — — — : 4 2 — x 2 * r C > 1 — d r by 
Dre > >< — « — — _ bg” 2 5 pn 4k — — —— — L — = — * — 50% 2 — — — un — — — 3 2 re r - — — 
— — — — == — 8 £4 1 : - — = _ — Bm — — 5 2 — — 
- > CE - Don » : CT po „ RES . — — -. — — — - 2 2 8 X wy — — - : — — 
; S 8 2 * þ nc - — 1 — - — RM I - — — 
— $ — EE — y 5 4 1 OR tA IE: = » 5 I 2 — — 12 — * AI — , e 
1 2 B — — a * 2 — — 4 8 


8 — - 
EI, 
— 
p 2 
2 - 
RE TOs 2 
— — — _ - Bs 
ate era og * 2 —— — 
—— — — 
1 ͤ 


= 


— — — 
8 


LD II 
—— 


.:.... ĩè . — 
. Ä ret on or en 
* 
— 


— 
=: 

- W 

oe S £ * 

* a >. ag — 3 4 

322 - — 7 — — 

8 Wy" 3 82 — TOE IO 

. —— > — — 

* a - 


. 2 * 
> . IS, 

F 3 — — — 
yay — 2 — [os 
5 APD” 2 SEED 75 
3 — _ - — 
— * 

— 


g a " 
= * £ — —— — << — 
— be 7 Ede RL —— ———— — 
3 — — — — — = 
—— — _—_— 8 3 2 — * 
— 
— — 


2 2 — g 
- g — — 5 —— * * r — 
£ $385 AED Ee doo 
—_ - — - — r p 
8 8 — — — — rr - — 
8 — — — — — 7 — — * * " ON SL mn . ern An... 
A — — J 7 CP OX N > 8 > 7 — — — 
ESE > — — 2 5 = 8 2 r 0" 
= 5 — - — pos 7 = * 5 
- 2 b — . 2 5 >: — 
_ n : — = — . 4 wy — Cath — * — 
= _ = . — — EEE IIA ER — — — = nd —— E 
. — 4 — — — => — 2 * "oy Ee » >< 8 . 
: a — 2 . Bu 4 4 - 
— — - * * Ty - "= oy K — 1 1 
— Ben 4s oo ISL a — : — * 
—— — GENE IDS > . —2 
- — * — m 
+ * * * 83 8 . - * 
- —- — — . 12 as 
— — — — ==> 


* Wh © 


The world, at ſome unguarded hour, 
From our myſterious arts and pow'r. 


- Hee. Bring up Hell's guards! Ye 


Furies, dart 


' Your hifling ſnakes, and ſting his heart. 
e comes upon us ſtill by 


2d W. 
Virtue's force: 
Some magic ſpell muſt ſtop his courſe. 

Hec. Then draw 
| round, 


And keep him from this council-ground. 


All, Out and In, and in and out 
Let's draw the magic line about. 
Hec. - Raiſe the cauldron. 
(The Cauldron riſes.) 
Let us throw in 
Charms to work up his undoing. 
All. In and Out, and out and in, 

Let's turn, the bus'neſs to begin, 
Zd W. In the cauldron ſee I caſt 
A North-wind's foul mildewing blaſt, 
For th' affront, of want of breeches, 
He gave our fav'rite land of witches. 
— 3 
Of wormwood, pluckt in ſun's eclipſe, 


IJ embitter his fond draught of pleaſure, 


Either from court or city-meaſure. 


2d, W. Here I throw a bailiff 's warrant, 


Or order from a knave as arrant, 
To fling him debtor into fetters, + 
Or bring him culprit fore his betters. 


8 

-..- -.” Charms; 
The Public hold him 
5 Arms. | 

From that ſanctuary ftrive 
T' oppoſer of my rule to drive, 
Or I this inſtant break your wands, 


_ Which all your magic pow'r diſbands. 
a 2 I ſtole, 


3 W. Lies, which from 
The underworking brain of mole; 
Schemes, by ſpider-ſtateſmen ſpun, - 
Fears, which their own ſhadows ſhun; 
Wants of courtiers, quickly ſprung 
From infamy, as weeds from dung; 
Arts of ſtateſmen, ſtill deceiving 
Th' ears of monarchs, ſtill believing ; 
Spleen of clergy, that invent 
Blaſphemies, tho' never meant, 
To force the guiltleſs to repent ; 
Scandal, born of Maid of honour, 
The brat of Luſt begot upon her ; 
Falſhood, that, with forky tongue, 
Libels made and ballads ſung, 
And on others lays the deed, . 
Believ'd as ſtrong as pray'r or creed ; 


Fraud, that ſpreads its artful web; 


Malice, caught at tide at ebb; 

Slander, that, without a ſtroke, 

Like worm, eats thro hearts of oak. 
Theſe, ſtill working by expedients, 

Are the courſe of ingredients, 
Which poiſon make for Common Senſe, 

In which he places his defence. 

' Tt W. Higher miſchiefs of the State 
Shall promote the public hate, 

. Flat'ry, that ſure footing gains, 
Denying ever what it means ; 
Hypocriſy, that blaſts with. bleſſings, 
And Pedantry, that cants its leſſons; 
Fat Luxury, that highly treats, 
And eating drinks, and drinking cats, 
Extravagance, that vainly feaſts 
On pleaſure, which it ſeldom taftes ; 
Chicane of law, that draws a line, 
Much for human ſight too fine; ' 
Perjury, with loſs of cars, 

Still of uſe, as ſill ſhe ſwears; 
Theft, that by a glow-worm light 
Acts the deeds of day by night; 


the magic circle 


W. Here throw in wither'd ſlips 


heſe are too weak, bring higher 


i' their hearts and 


; 


err. 


Riot, with its frantic mind, 
Blood-ſhed tracing it behind; 
Murder, practiſing its mark, 
Ev'n to hit it in the dark. 
Theſe have powerful reſiſtance 
Gainſt Virtue, and*gainſt her Aſſiſtants. 

2d W. Materials ſtronger here 1 

caſt-in, 1 
To make the poiſon good and laſting, 
Of all the inſtrumental tribe | 
Of miſchiefs, nought exceeds the bribe: 
The. working evil of the State, 
Hec. Of that put in ſufficient weight. 

2d W. Gleanings of the public treature, 
Here ready parcel'd without meaſure. 

1ſt W. Places, ne'er by fools refuſed, 
And ever by ſuch fools abuſed. 

3 W. Here are penſions, ſtanding fees 
To hired ſlaves of all degrees 
iſt W. Here commiſſions, underſtood 
The ready price for ſhedding blood. 

2d W. Neanſhips, biſhoppcks, and 

livings, 33 

iſt W. And other ſacerdotal givings. 
3d W. As ever found of energy, 


No. 88. 


To buy the eonſcience of the clergy, 


2d W. See the potion ſiercely burns; 
See now, it to corruption turns. 
Hee. Stay your toil, the charm is wound, 
The Furies have the Champion bound. 
I ſee their ſnakes, in knots combined, 
Around his arms and heart entwined. 


All. Out and in, and in and out 
Let's go, to bring the world about. 


Dance. 
„ —— — - Reverle, 

In and out, and out and in 
Let's dance to Infamy and Sin. 


e 
© (Muſic in the Air.) 
3 HERC Arx. 


1 Hear the tidings that they bring. 


; H ARK! the aereal Spirits ſing: 


- *Tis England's Genius. 


Soft] amidſt the varying noiſe 


I hear diſtinct the leading voice. 
Hark 
now nigh, 7 


He ſings to us ſome deſtiny. 


The Genius of England appears above. 

1 GENIUs. ; 
Ye Sprites of Hell! Ye Demons dire! 
Children of infernal fire! 5 


Ceaſe your rites, your charms ate o'er 


Conquer'd by an higher Pow'r. 


Time, that can all anguiſh heal, 


Shall ſoon againſt your deeds prevail. 
Fourteen moons ſhall fill their ſpheres, 
And drop, inſtead of dews, their tears, 


. Whilſt your arts my WiLKEs ſhall chain, 


Shall grow, and ſtill from 


Exp or TE Fnsr Acr. 


And ſons, within your iron reign. 
Then, as all things winde their courſe 


ſome Fate's directing force, 


Te 
Truth, bright riſing like a ſun, 


Shall thro' enlighten'd ages run. 


Then Liberty in health ſhall bloom 
To Britain, thro all time to come. 


The ſtandard; upon which entwin'd, 
Grateful to the human kind, 
Juſtice, general love and peace 
year to year en- 
| creaſe, 
. The clouds d:ſcend. The Genius diſ- 
appears. Thunder and Lightut-:g. 
Tue cauldron ſinis. Hecate ant 
the Wizzards vaniſh, cryung off 
All. Toe Hell, to Zell, to Hell, to Zell 
Let's take ſlight, : ; 
In diſmal night 
There let's dwell, dwell, dwell, dwell. 


N 


. 


Sold by W. BINGLEY, 


poſite Durham Yard in the Strand. Where likewiſe may ke 
had, any of the former Numbers, and complete Sei+ fevied in vice Papct. | 


"=, | 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the County of 
MIDDLE IH 


G ENT L EM EN, 


HE, proceedings of ping in the Houſe of Commons fill me with the deepeſt 
concern, and I can truly ſay, much more on your account than my own. I 
cannot be deprived of the glory of having been choſen a repreſentative in parliament 
for the firſt county in England; but I tee! wich anguiſh of heart, that the preſent 
Miniſtry have found means to fuſpend for ſome time the plan of uſefulneſs to my 
conltituents, and ſervice to this kingdom, which I had meditated. What adds how- 
ever the moſt to my grief is, the thEncholy reflection that by my expulſion the 
Miniſtry have thus openly ſhewn, that they entertain no ſcruple of violating tne ſacred 
rights of the people, even in the molt important caſe, that of having a deputy 
' nominated by themſelves to the great council of the nation. They have in the inſtance 
of yeſterday robbed a very reſpectable part of this kingdom ot their nobleſt inherit- 
ance, of their ſhare in the legiſlative power. No let ot men in this nation have hitherto 
ventured fo groſsly to abule the truſt repoſed in them, nor to give ſo fatal a ſtab to 
the vitals of our country. The threatening aſpect of all our public affairs does not 
preſent any thing equally alarming, except in the late inſtance of ruffians hired to 
bh your aſſaſſins and the murderers of the conſtitution at our laſt county election, 
whom public juſtice and an honeſt Engliſh jury have hitherto in vain ſentenced to 
death. I think with horror on what we may in future dread for the liberties of all 
the Commons of Great-Britain from ſo deſpotic an Adminiſtration, if our gracious 
ſovereign ſhould much longer continue to them the power of the ſtate. 

Permit me, Gentlemen, to renew to you the aſſurances of inviolable attachment 
to your ſervice and the cauſe of liberty, to which my life is dedicated. My courage 
is not appalled, nor my ſpirit in the leaſt abated. I will carry with me to the grave an 
unſhaken fidelity and ardent affection to you and to this country, an invincible hatred 
and oppoſition to it's enemies. I hope ſtill to give you further proofs of my ſenti- 
ments by my parliamentary conduct. I flatter myſelf that the relation between us, 
which ſubſiſted yeſterday, although now diſſolved by the violence of arbitrary 
miniſters, will in a ſhort time again take place. Every mark of your regard I ſhall 

value in a high degree, and I truſt that my conduct will convince you, that I am 
not quite unworthy of the choice, which I have now the honour of humbly ſoliciting. 

I am ſtrongly influenced on this occaſion by a particular reaſon, which ſtrikes me 

very forcibly, and I believe will have the greateſt weight with you. Ir is, that by 
a ſecond choice of me for this county, you, Gentlemen, the independent free- 
holders, will aſſert the clear right you derive from the conſtitution Trning your 
own repreſentatives. If miniſters can once uſurp the power of declaring who /hall 
not be your repreſentative, the next ſtep is very eaſy, and will follow ſpeedily, Ir 
is that of telling you, whom you hi ſend to parliament, and then the boaſted Con- 
ſtitution of England will be entirely torn up by the roots. The parliaments of 
Great-Britain will become not only as inſignificant as thoſe of France, a mere ſtate- 
engine of government, but a grievous burthen and infinite miſchief to the nation. 
The preſent great crifis affords the opportunity of aſſerting your moſt valuable pri- 
vileges, and of ſhewing yourſelves ſuperior to the inſolent mandates of a miniſter, 
who has the preſumption to treat Engliſhmen as flavess {FF — 

The rights of this free kingdom, Gentlemen, have been frequently violated in my 
perſon. You have now in me the opportunity of vindicating them, and I hope 
without the reproach of vanity I may add, that my firmneſs in the ſupport of our 
common liberty, under circumſtances equally perilous and intricate, has ſecured me 

your confidence, and will be conſidered by you as a proof that you may again ſafely 
honour me with this freſh teſtimony of your eſteem, the chuſing me a ſecond time the 
repreſentative of my native county in parliament. — 


I am, GENTLEMEN, 
With true regard and gratitude, 
Your moſt obedient, and 
King's Bench Priſon. | 
Saturday, February 4, 1769. affectionate humble ſervant, 


JOHN WILKES. 
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NUMBER LXXXIX. (or XLUI. of the Continuation.) 5 
To be continued e n, Price 8 Hellpenny. 
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| % 2 this” very dangerous and alarming rate” 3 1 it 
X fems: really td have become A queſtion, whether we 


| ſhall any longer Enjoy thoſe ſacred rights and privileges which | 
were. tranſreztted to us by our 833 eee or be reduced to 
deſpotie miniſters ag r — aders for kr 
bling them ſo ſoon with another eee North Briton; 8 
eſpecially a8 they will f perceive, that the publication of the fol- 
lowing . Addreſs could admit of no delay, and ag we hereby ature 
them, that this is a liberty, which we {halt never preſume to 
take, except upon the moſt important a intereſting occalions. 
We have at the fame time, in order 20 make uß tlie quantity 
required by the ſtatute, added another ſhort ęſſay, which 
we flatter ourſelves will be found neither un-entertaining, Bor 
beep. to the parrot. | 
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guiſh of heart, that the preſent Miniſtry have found means to 


fuſpend' for ſome time the plan of uſefulneſs to my conſtituents, 
and ſervice to this kingdom, which I had meditated. What 
adds however the moſt to my grief is, the mblancholy reflec- 
tion that by my expulſion: the Miniſtry have thus openly ſhewn, 
-that they entertain no ſcruple of violating the ſacred rights of 
the A as in ws © 5 KN _ that bob Ed a 


tion. They have in the inſtance of ade iidbes a very 
reſpectable part of this kingdom of their nobleſt inheritance, of 


their ſhare in the legiſlative power. No fet of men in this nation 
have bitherto ventured o grolsly to abuſe the truſt repoſed i in 


them, nor to give ſo fatal a ſtab" to the vitals' of our country. 


8 FO My. 1. 


The dre 2 We al our of ren air does not as =; 


Fans hired to be your aſfaſfts and the müfderers of the conſtitu- 


tion at our laſt county election, whom public juſtice and an 
honeſt Engliſh; Jury have hitherto-in vain ſentenced to death. I 


. think with Horror on what we may in future dread for the 


' liberties of all the Commons of Great-Britain from ſo deſpotic 
an Adminiſtration, if our gracious ſovereign ſhould much Toy 


continue to them the power of the tate. 
| Permit me, Gentlemen, to renew to ycu the affurances of 
- inviolable attachment to your ſervice and the cauſe of liberty, 


to which my life is- dedicated. My courage i is not appalled, nor 
"oF ſpirit in the leaſt abated. I will carry with me to the grave 


an unſhaken fidelity and ardent affection to you and to this 


country, an invincible hatred and oppoſition to it's enemies. I 


hope ſtill to give you further proofs of my ſentiments by my 
5 parliamentary conduct. I flatter myſelf that the relation be- 
_ tween us, which ſubfiſted yeſterday, although now diſſolved by 


the violence of arbitrary miniſters, will in a ſhort time again take 


place. Every mark of your regard I ſhall value in a high de- 
gree, and I truſt that my conduct will convince you, that I am 
not quite unworthy of the choice, Which I have now the ho- 


nour of humbly ſoliciting, | 
1 ay ſtrongly influenced on this occaſion by a particular rea- 


fon, which ſtrikes me very forcibly, and I believe will have the 
greateſt weight with you, It is, that by a ſeeond choice of me 


for 
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for this. county, you, Geatlemen, the independent freehatders, 
will aſſert the clear right you derive from, the-conſtitytion. of 
naming your own repreſentatives. ;.,If miniſtars can once uſurp 
the power of declaring who Hiall not be your repreſentative, the 
next ſtep ĩs very caſy, and will follow ſpeedily. It is that of 
telling you, whom you H,: ſend to parliament, and then the 
boaſted Conſtitution of England will be entirely torn up by the 
roots. The parliaments of Great-Britain will become not only 
as infignificant as. thofe of France, a mere ſtate- engine of 
government, but/a.grievous burthen and infinite miſchief to the 
nation. The preſent great eriſis affords the opportunity of aſ- 
_ ſetting your moſt valuable privileges, and of ſhewing yourſelves 
- ſuperior to the inſolent mandates. of a miniſter, \ Nhe has the pre- 
ſumption to treat Eagliſhmen? as ſlaves. . 
The rights of this free kingdom, Gentlemen, hare, D 


: a violated in my perſon. You have now in me. e op- 
portunity of vindicating them, and I hope without the reproach | 


of vanity I may add, that myf firmneſs in the ſupport of our com- 
mon liberty, under circumſtances equally pe 


has ſecured me your confidence, and will be une by you 5 
28 a proof that you may again ſafely honour me with this freſh 
teſtimony of your eſteem, the chuſing me a ſecond time the re- 


_ preſentative of my native county in parliament. | 
I am, GE NT LE ME N, 
Wirk true regard and gratitude, 


Kin 's Bench Priſon,” As h Y r moſt obe dient PG 
1 February 4. 1769. on 3. N 


: > YES 0 
4 : * 


affectionate humble ſervant, 
Mb 0 H DR WIL. K E 8. 
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D OCTOR SMOLLET, in a his pony bee 7 The Ergee 


WA 


State of all Nations, inform us, that an Engliſhman | is 


« neither tenacious of reſentment, nor addicted to revenge; but 
* COMPROMISES differences, and forgets Injuries, caſier and 


7 ' ſooner, than the natives Ul ſome, other countries could, well. ima- 
o gine.“ | 9 
nh doubt not but the hiſtorian who, as I 3 is 205 A 


| native of England, had this circumſtance from his own ex peri- 


es — 7 
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ence, and threw out this intimation to his countrymen 
not to be too apt to loſe their patience, when a grumbling 
Engliſhman mentions the provocations he has had from them 
and their chieftain, nor to blink their cheer, when even a groupe 
of Engliſhmen, | by a vociferous repetition of the number forty- 
Ave, reproach them with their doings at two or three ſeveral 


periods of time, for which a certain faction thinks the nation 
hath not yet had any competent ſatisfaction. He means to 
tell them, that all will end! in! an amicable comprom ſe. And he 
| hath reaſon. SY 

We are, indeed, become a people of comromiſers. Without | 
comprom ſes, there is no going forward with public buſineſs. We 
are obliged to them in every department of government. A hey 
are of ſovereign uſe ail virtue in treaties of peace; in publick 
contracts, i in ſhifting adminiſtrations, arid, abovealt things, i in po- ö 
| pular elections, of which the following narrative, which I trans 
eribe out of an old news-paper, affords-a fifiking inſtance. 
It is ſaid, a perſon, lately under fentence of death, got a 
"FM reſpite, on condition that his- two brothers, and ſeveral of 
9 their neighbours, who were all freeholders for a certain pen 
70 county, voted for a particular candidate.“ 

When this news was freſh, I remember the ill- natured: 
Faction had the affuranee to lay, « They had often heard of 
00 enen felonies, but never before of compounding an 
execution.“ It is in vain to call upon ſome forts of people to 
diſtinguiſh. It is plain the tranſaction was a mere innocent con- 
promije. And if ſuch things cannot paſs without reflection and 1955 
oppoſition, how ſhall adminiſtration purſue that ſalutary ſyſtem 
of operations, in conſequence of which we proſper and flouriſh 
beyond the examples of former ages: and all by the means of 
ſeaſonable and judicious compromijes. 25 

Every one knows, that very aukward things happen oftentimes 
to the moſt adroit and penetrating ſtateſmen, in the courſe of 
their occupations, which cannot always be foreſeen. Some- 
times a man of the lon g robe, ſometimes a man of the trunchen, | 
or perhaps of the mitre, takes occaſion to 'be alfronted' at : 
ſome diſappointment, which raiſes popular diſcontents that 
would not otherwiſe have been thought of. Sometimes the po- 


pularity of an accompliſhed Rhetorician is grievouſly trouble- 


ſome , 


ſome to thoſe at the helm, and has even been known to obſtruct 
the nathbal rotation of buſi ineſs, till a foporifick could be found : 
which, however, has not always been ready at hand. 


I could mention ſome late alarming inſtances of this Hild.: 
upon which of poſition became wonderfully elated, and ad- 
' miniſtration as much diſmayed. But, behold ! when all faces 
were full of expectation and anxiety, the minds of all men (the 


faction excepted) were calmed and ſettled at once by a dexterous 


compromiſe, even at the moment when fome, who were relieved 


by it, Opt, no more * 2 Bite, than the poor rozue above- 


mentioned had reaſon to do, when ſentence was pronounced 


up. On him at the Old Bailey. 


Tx. 


Fer my own pert t, I have often thought i it one of the greateſt 


imp drorements in modern policy, that penſions, peerages, 80 


ver nments, &c. which our fimple anceſtors formerly applied 


as remunerations for what they called Public ſervices, are now 


kept up, among other public ſtores, as Gil for the wheels of 


Nate, and wholly app Yropriated to the uſes of compron! 77 ing. The 
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people, at whoſe eſtimation they were e ſormerly beſtowed, are, and 


always have been, the worſt judges i in the world of public fervices. 


The people, I ſuppoſe, would think the poor fellow mentioned 


in the above paragraph, ought to have been hanged at all events. 


But let us flats the caſe at the very worſt. Suppoſe the fellow, 


aſter he had thus eſcaped, broke another half-ſcore houſes, or 


piſtoled a paſſenger or two, who were not ſufficiently tractable 
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for his purpoſe; what i 18 all this to the benefit a great county 
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certainly would, and the whole kingdom probably might, reap 


from the coſe and dutiful adherence of an aſſiduous friend to 
the meafures of a 1 and virtuous adminiſtration ? ? And Here 


J cannot avoid recommending to the preſent miniſtry to make a 


a — * = 2 ” = 
- — * * —_ 4 
— — . 


like com :romiſe with the two Brentford convidls in Newgate, on. 
condition that they exert themſelves with the fame ſpirit and 
aQivity at the enſuing Middleſex election, as they did at the 
laſt. 

Faction, we know, gives ugly names to the moſt laudable 


meaſures of government. Faction talks of bribery and cor- 


ruption, and a thouſand other wickedneſſes, comprebended, as 


— — — — L 
— — — ; — 


S — >. . 0 - 4 
- — 22 - * — ö F =" "RY 7 Ip 
more : 1 Ne CI 2 . mo „ 
. — — . 1 = — a —— P more fy — 
2 * . — 2 — — — 
_—_ AO OE IO roms - 5” cas walks. — 2 - 22 r As = — —_ —— — — ie wa oa, ee. $ A 
— ——— — rr 5 T4 . 24 2 > W 
: — * = — — '0 l > 8 bY : 
— - 2 nn ns ena — — — ER . . 2 8 8 
Me dts Wo . . 9 — 4 92 —_— « — 
= — Wen; — — 0 — 
— * — —— wk TREES 8 — — = . 
* a — "7 ©. 1 
+ * 


they would have it believed, in the commodious term of < 17 
eomprom? 72 ing. Theſe ſons of Dathan pretend, that there are 
many 
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many of theſe compromiſes in which the public ought to be a 


party, as the public, generally ſpeaking, pays the valvable 


conſideration. O to be ſure! And what do you think might 
be the conſequence ? Why, perhaps, | ſome of the principal com- 
promiſers might be impeached. Such things, we know, have 
been talked of; but, thank our ſtars, hitherto without effect. 
It is, indeed, an idle notion, entertained by none but thoſe who 
do not know that impeachments are of a nature to be compromiſed, 
as well as other things. Wit greater difficulty can there be in 
| comprom: ng an impeachment, than in ſaving a poor cut-purſe 
| from the gallows, for value received | per, half a dozen votes. 


Theſe conſiderations. incline me to exhort my countrymen 


more and more to merit the. character, which the abovemen- 


tioned author gives us. It 1 is of no little moment to the routine 


| of our public affairs, what the natives. of ONE other country 


may think of us : and Iam the more earneſt i in theſe my admo- | 


nitions, as, methinks, I perceive this amiable ſpirit of campro- 


mil.ng verging towards a decline, and i in a way to involve allin a 


moſt terrible confuſion. I take this hint from the late conduct 


of two of the moſt untractable mortals, that perhaps have been 
beard of within half a century; z one of whom has reſiſted the 


=. SOR 
— * * * 
— CR = 


moſt adyaiitageous overtures of a comprom fe, even at. the hazard 


of i incurring the wrath of more than one native of another coun- 
try; in conſequence of which he is in a fair way of lying by 
the heels for a year and a half: and the other has been ſeen 


ſteady, intrepid, and determined, amidſt the. menaces of brick- 


ats and bludgeons, 1 rather chan come into a peaceable and pro- 


eiable comprom: iſe, which would have. left him and forty-five 


more at leaſt, in honourable eaſe and tranquility. 
For my part, I dread the conſequences, ſhould this obſtinate 
humour prove catching. The iſſue can be. no better than for- 


feiting the friendſhip and eſtimation of FIR - nattves of another 


country, who, as ſure as ever they ſee an end of compromifo ng, will 


| : certainly withdraw themſelyes, with the pillar of all our hopes 
OR” peace and plenty at cheir head, and leave us to fall by our on 


perverſe devices. I am, Sir, Kc. = A. B. 


ExATrvu in n our laſt Nember p. $39, for latter read former. 
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m Vard it in tho Strand. Where likewiſe o may be 
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will ſoon become the univerfal practice for She people to in- 
Trudi their repreſentatives in parliament; and as we gave, in the 87th 
number of the North Briten, the Norwich, Middleſex and Wei- 
minſter Inſtructions, and in our 74th num made ſome remarks 


Apon the two firſt of the- Norwich Inſtructions; we ſhall in I 
| + paper proceed, with the ti 9 


ie freedom, to make 2 few 0 
remaining part of theſe important injun 


and intereſting nature. It relates to the eldeſt ſons of Scotch 


peers, who are declared incapable to repreſent any ſhire or 


borough! in Scotland, being permitted to repreſent ſhires or boroughs 
in England, and to Scotch commoners- being unwarrantably in- 
dulged in the fame liberty. The former of theſe is plainly in- 


conſiſtent with the ſpirit of the conſtitution ; the latter, with 


the ſpirit of the union. For when that 2 eat incorporating act 
was paſſed, it was ſolemnly ſtipulated, the commons of 
Scotland ſhould be repreſented in the Britiſh parliament by forty- 


five members; and though no clauſe was added, expreſsly exclud- 
ing them from the privilege of repreſenting Engliſh borou e 


a was it tacitly underſtood, that they ſhould be fo excluded; 
ut fo little has the ſpirit of that treaty been regarded, that there 
Have been in ſeveral preceding parliaments, and there are, I be- 


lieve, in the preſent parliament, above twelve Scotchmen repre- 
ſenting * 5 boroughs; an eneroachment upon the Enghh: 


privileges, ſo much the more inexeuſable, as there has not been, 


to the beſt of my knowledge, any inſtante of an Engliſhman re- 
preſenting a Scotch boroagh, till the preſent N when 


there are, I think, two- Engliſhmen * repreſent ſuch bo- 
Toughs. 

rue it 1s; that, by the act of union, the diſtinction between 
the two nations was formally aboliſhed; but it is not in the 
power of ſtateſmen or ee to aboliſh ſo 1 the diffe- 
„ rence 


3 
ys 


8 it is now become a pretty . and, it is to be hoped, : 


The third article of tlie Norwich Inftrudions is of a very curious 
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however ready to follow the ſtandard of any di 
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rence of manners and cuftoms between people of ſuch oppoſite 


tempers. The Engliſh have always, at leaſt for theſe two cen- 
turies, breathed a very republican, or democratical ſpirit : where- 
as the Scots, on the contrary, have ever, till of late, breathed 


a very, monarchical, or more properly an ariſtocratical ſpirit ; for 


the whole landed property of the kingdom being held by a few 


great chieftains, the people were thereby accuſtomed to pay the 


moſt blind and implicit obedience to the commands of their ſu- 


periors ; and being almoſt totally deſtitute of that middle rank 
of men, who live by trade, and are the ſureſt fupport of every 
popular government, they never had, till the union of the twa 
kingdoms, any juſt idea of a free conſtitution. Hence it is, that, 
however turbulent they _—_ be in other > ee or rather 
contented noble- 
man, they have always diſcovered a ſtronger inclination, than their 
brethren in England, to an arbitrary or deſpotic government. 
But it is not merely from the force of habit, that the Scots 
are at preſent ſo zealous for what is miſcalled the * of go- 
vernment : they are actuated by a more powerful and more ſelfiſh . 
motive, namely, by intereſt ; for it ought to be conſidered, as an 


additional argument againſt admitting Scotchmen to repreſent 


Engliſh boroughs, that the ſhare which they have in the legiflature 
and in places under the government, is greatly beyond the pro- 
portion they bear in the public taxes. The Scots do not pay above 
one fortieth part of the taxes; and yet they enjoy (even excluſive 
of thoſe of their countrymen, who repreſent Engliſh boroughs) 


about one -twelfth of the legiſlative authority, and perhaps one 


third, at leaſt one fourth of the places under the government. 
Nay, what to ſome people may ſeem ſurprizing, all the taxes paid 
by the Scots, are not ſufficient to defray the expences of their 
own civil liſt, and money muſt be ſent down from England to 
make up the deficiency, There is, therefore, e ee 
hearing the Scots bawl out, as they conſtantly do, for ſupporting 
the government; which, as matters now ſtand, means nothing 
more, than that they would be glad to ſee the miniſtry a N as 
much as poſſible from the Engliſh, that they themſelves may 
come in for their ſhare of the plunder. And indeed it is cer- 
tain, that, as far as relates to the carrying any arbitrary or op- 

preſſive meaſure, they are never backward in contributing their 
aſſiſtance to the ſupport of government, They are always to be 
found in the train of the miniſter for the time being : and as the 
Scotch peers and biſhops are ſaid to be the dead weight of the 
upper houſe, the Scotch commoners may as properly be faid to: 
be the dead weight of the lower; and if, by permitting them to 
repreſent Engliſh boroughs, this n ſhould increaſe to too 
great a degree, it may at laſt become ſo heavy, as to bear down 
the conſtitution by its intolerable preſſure. 


The fourth article of the Norwich Inſtrubtions refers to the 
cruel and barbarous treatment Mr. Vilfes has met with from the 
miniſtry 3 but this is a ſubject, which is ſo copious in itſelf, and 


| hath been ſo frequently touched upon in the courſe of this paper, 


that 1 muſt decline entering into at at preſent. I will only 
obſerve, that he who has received an injury, may fometimes 
forgive; he who has done it, never can. And the miniſtry, 
eonfcious of the many illegal and unconſtitutional acts of "Ae 

ey 
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they have been guilty in their perſecution of this gentleman, 
ſeem now determined to cruſh him at once; apprehenſive, it 
would appear, leit ſhould he weather the ſtorm, he might make 
the penalties of the law fall-upon their heads with tenfold ven- 
geance. And poſſeſſed, as they are, of the whole executive, 


and would to God! I could not fay, the whole power 


of the ſtate, they have the means of his deſtruction entirely in 
their hands. But let them take care: 


incedunt per gner 


5 ubpoſitas cineri doloſs. 


The people will bear to a certain point; but to diſcern that 


point requires a greater knowledge of human nature, and a more 
intimate acquaintance with the ſpirit of the times, than any of 


them as yet ſeem to have attained. Great events have "Sas Air 
ly ariſen from little cauſes—if indeed this can be called a little 
cauſe —and after they have happened, purblind politicians hold 
up their hands in amaze, and exclaim, vhs lt hows thaught 
it! Aye, indeed, who would have thought it ! This exclamation, 
I dare ſay, has been often repeated by many a wiſracre fince the 
beginning of laſt April. 

As to the power of the Attorney-General to file informations 
ex gfficio, and the Power of judges to alter records, the two griev- 


ances, the redreſs of which is recommended in the fifth article of 


the Norwich Inſtructions: theſe too are points which have been ſo 
fully and circumſtantially diſcuſſed in the preceding numbers ofthis 
paper, and in other periodical productions, hi it would be altogether 
ſuperfluous to enter here into any farther examination of them. It 
may, however, be remarked, that while theſe two powers are ſuffer- 
cd to continue, no man can be ſecure of his liberty or his Property. 
The firſt may be attacked by a time- ſerving judge, who, by alter- 
in a record, accor to his arbitrary will and pleaſure, at the 
very inſtant of trial, may procure the condeinnation of almoſt an 
man, however innocent; the ſecond may be invaded by a proſti- 


tute Attorney-General, who, by filing ſucceſſive informations 3 in 


the Court of King's Bench, allowing the proſecution to proceed 


to a certain length, and chen ſtopping it by a cli proſegue, may re- 


duce any man to a ſtate of abſolute beggary: two inſtruments of 
tyranny, which are a diſgrace to any civilized ſociety, much 


more to any free government; which a virtuous miniſtry can 
never want, which an able miniſtry would fcorn to employ, and. 


which, however formidable they may appear in the eyes of ſome 
men, can never protect a weak or wicked miniſtry from thoſe 


ſevere but juſt animadvertions, which a bold and ſpirited people 
wall make upon their conduct. 


In the ſixth article of the Inflrudtions, the Citizens of Norwich 
recommend to their repreſentatives, to promote a ſtrict enquiry 


into the public accounts, the enormous increaſe of the national 
debt, and the immenſe fortunes raiſed by contractors and agents 
for the army and navy, by comptrollers, commiſſaries, ſecreta- 
ries, Clerks, and by all the numerous fry of miniſterial depend- 
ants. This, it muſt be owned, is a wide and extenfive field, 

which, though often carefully beat by a number of enquirers, has 
never yet been ſufficiently exp 8 and inveſtigated. And were 
we to aſfirm, that che lle Economy, er rather the ſcandalous 


prodigality 
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prodigality, obſerved in the management of the public money, 


and the vaſt eſtates made by thoſe through whoſe hands it 
paſſed, from the firſt miniſters of ſtate down to the meaneſt and 


moſt contemptible of their creatures who, now blind with the 


duſt, or beſpatter with the dirt of their chariots, thoſe who. 
muſt trudge it on foot, and who yet would. not formerly have 
looked upon them as their equals—were the real cauſe of moſt of 


our national grievances; of the high but fluctuating price of pro- 
viſions, by the too great Barren e de. of wealth in the hands of a 
few overgrown courtiers, and the conſequent diminution of it in 


the hands of the people; of the weakneſs and inſtability of the 
gbvernment, and of the jealouſies and diſcontent of the people: 


were we, I ſay, to affirm, that the former of theſe are the real 


cauſe of the Jatter, we ſhould not, perhaps, be very wide of the 


mark. As to the advice, which the citizens of Norwzc} give 
to bring all plunderers of the public money to condign and 
exemplary puniſhment; I am afraid they may live a long time, 


before they ſee ſuch an inſtance of national juſtice. Great men, 


it is true, are ſometimes fooliſh enough in all conſcience, but I 
believe they are not yet quite ſo fooliſh as to turn their own exe- 


cutioners. With regard to the repeal of the additional duty 
upon beer, and the reduction of the high price of proviſions, 


which the citizens of Norwich recommend in the eighth article ot 
their Inſtructions, I ſhall only obſerve what is univerſally known, 
that in the former of theſe points, the public was impoſed upon 
in a moſt egregious manner. The government laid an additional 
tax upon beer, the brewer doubled, the publican tripled it; and 


thus the people pay three or four times more than the government 
receives from the additional duty. But while every man thinks 
he has a right to make a fortune by fair means or by foul, why 


ſhould the brewer and the publican be deprived of the fame what X 


vilege? As to the reduction of the price of proviſions, that, Pm 
afraid, is the ſame in politics as ſome dj/iderata in philoſophy : 


'tis a thing which we are always in queſt of, and ſometimes 


think we have found out, but are never able fully to diſcover. 
The conſtituents, indeed, mention one circumſtance of a very 
moving nature, namely, that they themſelves are in the claſs of 


thoſe who feel moſt ſeverely the preſent high price of proviſions: 


an argument very probably, which, they'i imagine, will have a 


powerful influence upon the conduct of their repreſentatives ; ; but 
how far they may be right in their conjecture, tis impoſſible to 


determine. All J can ſay for their comfort is, that, if they can 


contrive to keep Lent for one > fix years longer, they may then 
expect a belly-full. . 


The eighth article contains à charge to enquire into the con- 


duct of the miniſtry, in the year 1762, in concluding a ſeparate 
peace with France and Spain, without the concurrence of our 


magnanimous ally, the king of Pruſſia, in direct violation of 


the moſt expreſs treaties, and to the diſgrace of the national faith 
and honour. But the citizens of ' Norwich might have ſaved 


themſelves the trouble of drawing up this inſtruction, had they 
recollected, that that peace was made by a Tory miniſtry, Who 


have always entertained a warm affection to the Bourbon family, 
as the only power that can bring about a certain event which they have 
long wiſhed to ſee accom phthed, and an unconquerable averſron-to 
FL >. the 


— 
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the Proteſtant ſtates on the continent, as the powers moſt likely 
to obſtruct the execution of that favourite project. 

In the ninth article, the Inſtructors expreſs their apprechen- 
ions, that the practice of chuſing the etdeſt tons of peers as mem- 
bers of the Lower Houſe, has a natural tendency to deſtroy the 
ballance of the conſtitution, to unite the two houſes into one, 
and to convert our mixed government into a pure ariftocracy. It 
cannot be denied, that this has been the opinion of ſomeof the moſt 
ſound and able politicians that ever appeared in this iſland. But 
others are of a different way of thinking. They pretend to diſ- 
cover great advantages reſulting from this practice; they fay, 
that it preſerves a harmony and good underſtanding between the 
two houſes ; and that, whereas formerly the lords and the commons 
were engaged in almoſt perpetual diſputes about their reſpective 
privileges, they now carry on the public buſineſs with the moſt 
perfect unanimity and concord; ſo that to them we may very 
juſtly apply the exclamation in Scripture. Behold, | how good and 
pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell together in umty l «.  _ 

The tenth article points at the partial proceedings of returning 
officers, and ſeems to be particularly levelled at the-unwarrantable: 
conduct of the returning officer for the county of Cumberland; 
and the freeholdets, I believe, may reſt aſſured, that, if there be 
ſuch a thing as juſtice in the nation, this gentleman will not 

—. ß ĩ nr EI og nh, 
In the eleventh article, the inſtructors endeavour to probe 
the wound to the core, by advifing a ſtrict and ſevere ſcru- 


tiny into the ſeeret influence of that wily and undermining fa. 


vourite, who, for theſe eight years and upwards, has been the frimum 
mobile of all our public meaſures, and particularly of that odious. 
meaſure, which, but a few days ago, alarmed the whole nation, 
and which, it is confidently affirmed, he planned in his cloſet be- 
fore he left England. But how long the intereſt of a great, flou- 


- riſhing, and populour kingdom, ſhall be ſacrificed to the ambition 


or caprice of a hated favourite, is more than I, or you, gentle 
reader! though more knowing than I am, can with certainty 
foretell. 3j 3j ans oO Oe 
In the twelfth and. laſt article, the inſtructors enjoins their re- 
preſentatives, in the ſtrongeſt and moſt ſolemn manner, to ute. 
their endeavours to procure the releaſe of Mr. Wilkes from priſon, 
and to enable him to take his ſeat in parliament. But little did 
they think, at the time of framing theſe inſtructions, that that 
gentleman would be ſo ſoon deptived of His parliamentary cha- 
racter; though it is to be hoped, in ſpite of all the ſecret ma- 
chinations and open attempts of his enemies, he will in a few: 
days recover it with freſh glory and luſtre; and that, notwith- 
ſtanding the confident affertions of the tools of the miniſtry, 
he will be permitted to take his ſeat. for his native county, by 
the other repreſentatives of the people, conicious, as they muſt 
be, that they themſelves. hold. their own ſeats by no other or 
better title, than the free choice and election of their conſti- 
tuents. e ee 5 wer, Eh Es 
The citizens of Neraich wind up their inſtructions by re- 
minding their repreſentatives of the ſolemn promiſes they repcat- 
edly made in print before they were choſen, that they would comply 
with the injunctions of their conſtituents; and the like promucs,. 
11 
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554 PPP No. 90. 
if my memory does not fail me, were made by many other can- 
didates during the late general election; but how far they will 
think themſelves bound, when put to the trial, to fulfil theſe. 
engagements, time, the great diſcoverer of truth, can alone de- 
termine. The reflections I have to make upon the Mrddle/ex 


and W, eftminſter inſtructions, Emuſt reſerve for a future occaſion, 
| * O. | 


 NoRwlcn. 


Extract Au a Etter to Mr. WILS. of hit Place, dated | 
Piccadilly, Saturday, Feb. 4, 1769. 


My gout prevented my attending the Houſe of 
Commons the other days, when Mr. Wilkes was brought up, 
but en Thurſday I was able to get there. I took out my pencil 
as ſoon as he began to ſpeak, and wrote down exactly what: 
he laid, which Iwill anſwer for . verbatim as OW. 


It. Speakers. 6 


1 acknowledge that 1 trapfigitted: to he preſs. the Letter of 
the Secretary of” State, and that I, wrote and publiſhed the 
Ek atory Remarks to it, and, Sir, whenever a Secretary of State- 
dare to write a bloody a ſcroll, I will thro' life dare to write 
remarks, as well as to make my appeal to the 
nation on the occaſion. I aſk. pardon, Sir, that I made uſe of 
tos mild and gentle expreſſions, when I mentioned fo wicked, ſo. 
2 ſo cowardiy a maſſacre, as that in St. George's Fields 
on the toth of May. I pledge myſelf to the Houſe, that when- 

ever a day ſhall be appointed to make this important enquiry, I 
will bring evidence here to prove the truth of every word. I have 
aſſerted. I hope the Houſe, Sir, will ſend for Mr. Ponton, and 
examine him, Skates he did or did not receive that letter from 
the Secretary of State. If he anſwers in the affirmative, I am 
ſure from the virtue of this Houſe that they will immediately 
order an Impeachment againſt the Try to be carried up tv. 
4887 Bar of the Houſe of Peers. 
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| "Tha Do is Publiſhed; 
BY Printed upon CROWN PAPER,, and in RED LETTER, 
An Ess Ax upon, MURDER; 


Shewing | in what Caſes that Crime may be committed 7 * 
mamſeoſt perfect Impunity. 


Written by the E—of W—— ; and illuſtrated with Notes and. 
' Commentaries, -. By L— B-—., 


Sold by the Middleſex Candidate, at the Sign of the Bludgeon, in Bruton- Street: = © 


BrovGnTON, at the Sign of-the Bruiſer, in Lambeth; Don AD MTaxkE, at the High- 
lander, in Scotland-Vard; and L. BaLF E, and E. M*Quirx, in Newgate. 


N. B. Good Allowance to thaſe who take a Vlantity, 7, or Min terial r. 
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Sgld by W. BINGLEY, optioics Darm Yard i in the Strand. Where likewifa may be 
da any of the former N umbers, and Complete Sets ſew-ed in Nen wn 200 | 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1769. 


A People, who will maintain their LisBeRTies, muſt pray for the blefſing of 
Jupan, to avoid the fate of Is88ACHaR ;' the greateſt curſe, which can befall 
them. Far from jegging on ſilently and tamely, like the Ass between two 
burthens, ſuch a people muſt preſerve ſome of the fierceneſs of the Lyon, and 
even make their roar to be heard like his, whenever they are injured, or ſ& . 
f d PT LS kph 6 
| x  OLDcASTLE's Remarks on the Hiſt. of ENGLAND. 
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HEN I firſt undertook the continuation of the Nox TH Briton, 
VY I pledged myſelf to the public, that I would endeavour, through 
| the courfe-of i, no dcr the' part, et 2 Fete eaicor do the" wine. 
and a watchful guardian of the liberties of the people; and this promiſe 

] have hitherto, with whatever ability, yet with the ſtricteſt integrity, per- 
formed. As am now come, agreeable to an intimation in a former paper, 
to the cloſe of the firſt volume, it may perhaps be expected, that I ſhould © 

here give a recapitulation of the different ſubjects I have treated, of the 
public grievances I have occaſionally explained, and of the great conſti=. 
tutional points which I have laboured to eſtabliſh. But from this review 

(which I reſerve: for another opportunity) I am at preſent diverted by a 

more temporary and intereſting object, namely, by the London Tnſtrufions , 0 

a ſhort commentary upon which, and upon thoſe of Middleſex and Weſgtmin . Wh 
ter, ſhall form the ſubject of this week's paper. VVV 2 
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I ſhall begin with the Izſtrudtions of Middleſex and Weſtminſter, as prior 
in time, though not importance. The fr Inſtruction of the frecholder s 
of Middleſex relates to the ſecuring the right of trial by jury; a right en- 
joyed by the people of this iſland from time immemorial; a right, how- 
ever, which is ſhamefully invaded by the laws of Exciſe, and would have 

been ſtill farther invaded, had the odious tax upon cyder continued; and 
a right, moreover, which is as ſhamefully and unconſtitutionally, and it 
may even be ſaid illegally, invaded by the method of proceeding in cri- 
minal matters by information and attachment in the court of King's Bench, © 
of which the ſituation of the unhappy publiſher of this paper furniſhes a 
very ſtriking and alarming proof. But as his caſe particularly ſeems to 
have given occaſion" to this inſtruction, we ſhall forbear to make any.. ' 
farther remarks upon it: only we cannot omit the preſent opportunity of 
returning our moft ſincere and hearty thanks to thoſe worthy p .triots,. 
who, amidſt the other objects of their concern, did not forget the ſuffer- 
ings of a man, who, in his humble iphere, 1s doing all that lies in his. 
power to defend the rights and liberties of his fellow-ſubjects. 

The ſecond article of the Middle/ox Inſtructions recommends a ſtrict par- 
liamentary enquiry into the tranſactions of the military in St George's. 
Fields on the 10th of May laſt; and never ſure did any object dgferye a | 
| mere 5 
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more ſeyere and rigorous enquiry: for it is univerſally allowed by every 
candid and unprejudiced perſon, that a more cruel, a more barbarous and 
a more unprovoked maſſacre was never committed in this and hardly in 
any other nation. The third article adviſes a like enquiry into the riots 
and murders committed at Brentford ; another ſcent of miniſterial 
vengeance, equal to the former in cruelty, and ſuperior in villainy ; for 
here a deſign was formed and an attack made as well upon the liberties as 
the lives of the people. * HE „ 
In the fourth article the freeholders of Middleſex inſtruct their repre- 
ſentatives to examine into the adminiſtration bf juſtice in this county, par- 
ticularly into the preſent ftate of the commiſſion of the peace; a branch 
of the police, that has been ſhamefully fiegle&ed, in order tö Furnith a 
_ reaſon, or rather a pretext, for the introduction of another kind of au- 
thority, namely, for that of the military power, which, on account of the 
real or ſuppoſed weakneſs of the poſſe comitattes, has been already em- 
nt to the danger, and even to the deſtruction, of the lives of many of 
is majeſty's liege ſubjects. But while the commiſſion is filled with men 
of ſuch worthleis and inſignificant characters as many of thoſe are who 
now compoſe it, and as particularly is a paltry ſcribbler ®, Who, having 
tried his fate in the literary world, and been rejected by the public, is at 
length become a proſtitute hireling of the mitiiftry ; while this is the caſe, 
can we poſſibly wonder, that the commiſſion itſelf is fallen into contempt? 
As to the right of the public to the territorial revenue ariſing from the 
canqueſts in India, which the freeholders merition in their fifth and laſt 
iaſtruction; that is a queſtion of a very intricate and perplexed nature, and 
_ woutd require 2 more long and elaborate diſcuſſion, than the limits of this 
paper could, by any means, admit. It may only be obſerved, that what- 
ever may be determined concerning the right of the public to thoſe reve- 
Mues, the preſent miniſtry have taken every method that could any how be 
deviſed; to ſupply their wants from that (as they ſeem to think) inex- 
hauftible fund. = pr I TN 
The Weftminſter inſtructions are preciſely the fame with thoſe of 
| Middleſex, except that they contain an additional article, recommending 
a parliamentary enquiry into the caſe and grievances of Mr. Wilkes, a 
point indeed, which can never be too frequently repeated, nor too ſtrongly 
 miforced;; but upon which, however, I have not at preſent time to make 
any farther remarks, in ſupplement to thoſe I have already made upon 
it in the foregoing, numbers of this paper. „ 
come now to conſider the inſtructions, which the liverymen of London 
Have given to their repreſentatives; inſtructions, worthy. this great and 
populous city, worthy the reſpectable and patriotic body who drew them 
up; who, with great acuteneſs and ſagacity, have entered into moſt of 
our national grievances, and, with great ſpirit and freedom, have de- 
| Iivered their ſentiments concerning the moſt probable means of having 
them redreſſed. The citizens intro duce their inſtructions by expreſſing: 
their high regard for the laws and Þberties of their country, aſſerting; 
their undoubred right to inſtruct their repreſentatives, and inſiſting upon 
the extreme propriety of doing ſo at this particular period. We, Gentle- 
men (ſay they your conſtituents, aſſembled in the Guildhall of Londen, 
fully ſenſible of the value of the laws and conſtitution tranſmitted to us 
by our anceſtors, and firmly reſolved to preſerve this inheritance intire as: 
we Have received it, think it our indiſpenſable duty at this time, as well 
as our undoubted right, to inſtruct you our repteſentatives in parliament 
as follows.” The firſt inſtruction runs thus: 1 | 
1. We recommend that you exert your utmoſt endeavours, that the 
proceedings in the caſe of libels, and all other criminal matters, may 
1 Be confine to the rules of law, and not rendered dangerous to the ſub- 
ject by forced conſtructions, new modes of enquiry, unconſtitutional 


»KRobert Doſſie. 
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e Kribünals, 'or new and unuſtal punifiments, tending to take away or 
« Finiſh tie Veffefit of rrial by Juries,” © © © 
As to forced conſtrückiotis, there cannot ſure be a more forced con- 
ſtructiön, than to repreſent à fe retharks upon A minifter's ſpeech as a 
fibel upon the King, and ſome Härmleſs reflections upon the conduct of 'a 
Judge, As à bel upon the court to which he belongs; 400 yet theſe two 
Ti6des of cönftrüction we have all ſeen adopted, and maintained to be con- 
formable to the laws and the conſtitütion, though nothing, it is certain, 
can be more abel oppolite to the letter as well as to the ſpirit of 
both. Nor have the new modes of . enquiry been leſs illegal and uncon- 
ſtitutional, witneſs the ſeizing Mr. Wilkes's papers, ör rather the robbint; 
kim bf them, in order to colle& (as the phrale then was) the evidence 
againſt him, and the requirmpg the publiſher of this paper to become. his 
Shi aches By anſceriug in krrcg lo ses; But te Brit Rind of enquiry 
has been hippily aboliſhed, and the ſecond, it is to be hoped, from the 
equity of parlla ent, Will ſbbön meet with the ſame fate. Wich regard to 
unconſtitutional tribunals, it may Be ſafely affirmed, that every tribunal 
is uticonſtirntiotial; when it preſutmes to uſurp powers, to which, 

laws and cuſtoms. of the realhi, it has no manner of title. And of new 
and unufual plliſfimetits, it may be ſufficient to obſerve, that the pub- 
liner of the Non rA BNTTON His ſuffered 2nd is now ſuffering a, very new 
and unuſual kind of paniſtiment; for he has been and is ow irhbiifoiied, 
not in execution for any offence he has committed, but to compel him to 
ſubtnit to a ſpecies of ihquiſition; which; whatever may be the practice of 
courts, he is credibly infotmed, is àbfolütely inconfiſtent with the laws of 
the land. In à word; if theſe arbitrary and defpotic modes. of proceeding 


are ſaffered to continue; the trial by juries, : in the caſe of libels, will be 


3 * 


very ſoon abolithed ; for it will always be in the power of any time- 
| 9 6 


ſerving of proftitute ſet of judges to conſtrue any paper into a libel upon 
Ec 


themielves; and then, by excrcifing the diſtin and incompatible pro- 
vinces of party, actuſer; evidence; jury, and judge; they will ar once 
try, condemn, and inflict upon any zerſon whatever puniſhment they 
ple#ſe; The ſecotid inſtruction is ex Preſſed iti the following: words: 
2. That you carefully witch over the great bulwark of our liberties, 


« the Hazeas Cotpvs Act; and thar you enquire into; and cenſure 
any attempt to elude or enervate the force of that law.” But the 
Hazzas Corevs Act was ſhammefully eluded: in the caſe of Mr. Wilkes, 
who, after it was well known that orders had been given for iſſuing ir 


by Lord Chief Juſtice Pratt, was hurried to the Tower, and there im- 


mured; and may TI be permitted to add, it is now as ſhamefully, and as 


unconſtitutionally eluded. in the cafe of Mr. Bingley, who is impriſoned | 
upon ſuch terms, as to be deprived of all the benefit reſulting from that 


great ſecurity of our perſonal freedom. The third inſtruction is to this 
ent: .- | I 5 


* * 
„ 


protected Hin. True it is, chat the parliament itſelf thought proper 


9 . 


4. That you do not diſcourage petitions, by ſelecting ſuch parts 
« thereof as may tend not to relieve,” but to criminate the petitioner, ſo 
| £ | te AS 
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&« gs to prevent all approach to your houſe; by which means the moſt 
<« eſſential article of the declaration of rights may be eluded or rendered 
of leſs effect.“ This inſtruction, it is evident, conſidering the ſpirit 
of the times, is extremely ſeaſonable, and even, in ſome meaſure, indiſ. 


penſably neceſſary ; for while every paper, however innocent, is apt to 


be conſtrued by our miniſters 1nto a libel, the people perhaps might be 
thereby deterred from explaining their grievances to their repreſentatives 
in parhament. And as we ſeem to be falling faſt back into the very 


dregs of the Stuart reigns, when the petition of the biſhops was proſe- 


cuted as a libel, the electors, it is probable, might be filled with appre- 


henſion, leſt, by preſuming to inſtruct their repreſentatives, they ſhould 


involve themſelves in the ſame kind of dilemma with thoſe reverend 


fathers. The citizens of London, therefore, could not do a more 


efſential ſervice to the public, than by aſſerting that moſt important article 


af the declaration of rights, which confirms the privilege of the people 


to petition the king, and conſequently every other branch of the legiſ- 


lature. The fifth inſtruction is to this purport: 


5. 5 That. 2 endeavour to prevent all application of the public 
% money to influence elections of members to ſerve in parliament.“ Had 


the advice contained in this inſtruction been faithfully obſerved for theſe 


eight years paſt, we ſhould not now have heard of the civil liſt being 
600,000 |. in debt. The ſixth inſtruction is thus worded: ; 

6. © That you give no countenance to the dangerous doctrine of con- 
« ſtructive treaſons, or to the application of doubtful or uncertain laws to 


« this intereſting object, nor ſuffer miniſters to be inveſted with a vague and 
« diſcretionary power of Judging on, or proſecuting this offence; and that 


« you will vigorouſly oppoſe any meaſures tending to introduce modes 
ce and circumſtances of trial, which may render it difficult or impoſſible. 
for the party accuſed to obtain full and equal juſtice.” This inſtruction 
ſeems to be pointed at a deſign, which is well known to have been ſecretly 
formed by a ſet of cruel and tyrannical miniſters, who have long wiſhed to 


embrace fuch a meaſure againſt a certain popular and patriotic gentleman 


but let them, if they are wiſe, deſiſt from their project. The people 
have hitherto beheld their many flagrant violations of the law, though 


not without complaint, yet without any actual oppoſition ; but ſhould 
they commit this laſt, this moſt daring inſult upon the ſpirit of a free 
conſtitution, let thoſe who commit it, tremble at the conſequence. The 


ſeventh inſtruction is thus expreſſed: | 
7. That you will, as the repreſentatives of this great commercial 


city, be particularly attentive to the interefts of the manufactures and 


the trade of this kingdom in all parts of the world, and more eſpecially 
te in the Britiſh American colonies, the only profitable trade this kingdom. 
enjoys unrivalled by other nations; for which purpoſe we recommend 


your utmoſt endeavours to reconcile the unhappy differences ſubſiſting be- 
< tween the mother country and her colonies, the fatal effects of which 


© have, in part, been ſeverely felt by the manufacturer and the commer- 
« cial part of this kingdom.” But how can theſe differences be poſſibly 
reconciled, while we perſiſt in our deſign to impoſe taxes upon the 
American colonies; and if we do not perſiſt in this deſign, how can our 
miniſters provide for their numerous train of creatures and dependents; 
and if they do not provide for theſe creatures and dependents, how can 


they retain their country friends, or ſecure their parliamentary elections? 


Aye, there's the rub! This the reſpect that makes miniſterial obſtinacy ſo 
hard ts conquer. As it is, therefore, evident, that the providing freſh 
paſture for penſioners and placemen was the original, if not the ſole mo- 
tive to our impoſing taxes upon the Americans, I would humbly propoſe, 
by way of compromiſe, that the Americans ſhould furniſh theſe placemen 
not with a metaphorical but a real paſture, by allotting them a certain 
quantity of land on the back ſettlements, and undertaking to manure it 
for them; for it is to be underſtood, that every placeman is a gentieman- 
by profeſſion, and infinitely above the low drudgery of putting his hand to 
| work, 


No. gr. Tir NOKTH BRITON. > 


work. In the eighth inſtruction the citizens of London deliver their ſen- 
timents in the foflowing terms: 
8. That you will at this time particularly attend to the preſervation 

* of public faith, the ſole foundation of public credit; and that you do 
not, upon any pretence of public good whatſoever, concur in any 
64 meaſure that ſhall tend to weaken or deſtroy that faith.” This ſeems 
to relate to the ſeveral attacks which the miniſtry have made upon the 
property of the Eaſt India Company; but the advice of the citizens, 
I'm afraid, will have no more elfe Ct, than if they had attempted to per- 
ſuade a glutton to retrench his meals, leſt in the end he ſhould be re- 
_ duced to beggary. 

The remaining articles of theſe Inſtructions muſt be reſerved for the 

Subject of another Pe: | | 

e 


EY lt. 


* 


To he Gentlemen, Clergy, and F hotter; US the Cont , 
MI E 5 E X. 


GE NTLEMEN, 


HE zeal and unanimity you have ſhewn this day for the 
maintenance of our moſt valuable privileges againſt the 
late attack of a deſpotic Adminittration, will for ever reflect the 
trueſt honour on yourſelves and on this county. With every 
ſentiment of gratitude and reſpect, I beg leave to acknowledge 
the repeated diſtinction -you have been pleaſed to make of me on 
this occafion. I am the more nappy, becauſe I conſider my re- 
election by the free and unanimous voice of my countrymen 23 

the moſt direct and full teſtimony you could give to the world, 
that you approve my conduct, relative to the. publication of the 
Preface, and the Secretary of State's Letter, which was followed 


by the horrid murders committed in my fight near the walls of 


this priſon. I obeyed. your τ¾uc lions, Gentlemen, in that only 


Inſtance in my power, although I wes in cuſtody at the Bar of 


the Houſe of Commons. I thought it my duty, as your repre- 


ſentative, earneſtly to preſs an enquiry into the tranſactions of the 


Military on that day of cruelty and carnage, a 55 of indelible 


diſgrace to the annals of England, and even to humanity, I 


_ pledged myſelf to bring evidence to the Bar of the Commons in 


ſupport of the charge 1 had ſtated, and whenever Parliament 
ſhall make inquiſition for the innocent blood ſpilt here on the 


tenth of May, I am ſure my worthy colleague, Mr. Glynn, will 


do juſtice to this injured country in the Houſe, and I will not be 


wanting to the cauſe in this priſon, or in the moſt loathſome dun- 


geon, if indeed I am not as cloſely and rigorouſly confined 2s I 
Was in the Tower. The horror I expreſſed of the maſlacre in that 
N was made the firſt and chief pretence of my expulſion, 
as I now find from the Votet. As to every thing elſe alledged 
againſt me, the Courts of Law have full ſatisfaction, and the 
whole happened ſome years before your former choice, before I 
had devoted myfelf 'to your ſervice. 

In conſequence of this freſh mark of your regard and” conf 
dence, I expect, Gentlemen, freſh efforts to cruſh and: deſtroy 


me from the preſent Adminiſtration, whom I believe to be the 


determined enemies of the ſreedom of the ſubject. But whatever 


I may ſuffer under the mercucis fangs of miniſterial Vengeance, 3 
I 1 
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will perſevere i in the cauſe of Liberty to the laſt moment of my 
life. Under every threatening and danger I will join with you in 
hearty endeavours to repair the breaches, which have been made, 
and to reſtore to its ancient vigour and firſt principles this excel- 
lent conſtitution, which has in our times been ſapped and under. 
mined by ſecret corruption, and invaded by open violence, I wiſh 
1 could fay only in the caſe of General Warrants, the Seizure of 
Papers, the Maffacre by the Military in theſe Fields, and the 
Aſſaſſinations at Brentford. However from the goodneſs of our 
_ cauſe, and the high ſpirit of this free nation, we cannot in the 
end fail of ſucceſs, and our ſteadineſs will draw to us the firm 
and generous ſupport of the numerous, ſenſible, and magna- 
nimous friends, whom Liberty has ready at her call throughout 
this iſland. The glorious event muſt be the preſervation of the 
liberties of the people t6 the preſent and to future ages. 


1 am, GENTLEMEN, 
1 : -- "Four grateful, affectionate, and 

© King's Bench Priſon. ET 
Thurſday, Feb. 16, 1769. faithful humble ſervant, 
TON Ft [LKES. 5 


— K 1 8 1 * . POO PI THF Wenn, " 


SURRY ILLIAM BINGLEY, now a Primer in his Majeſty's 8 
10 wit. V Priſon of the King's Bench, charged with printing and 
publiſhing the Non rn Briron Number Fir TY, and alſo for printing and 
publiſhing the Nox TH BRTroY Number Fir r Y OxE; and committed for 
refuſing to give Bait, and alſo refuſing to be Sworn to ANSWER INTER- 
ROGATORIES filed in the Court of King's Bench againſt him, VoLunTariLY . 
maketh Oar, that he the Deponent will xor at any time, wiTHouT 
Tokrukk, anſwer to any Interrogatory tending to accuſe himſelf, or any 
other Perſon, of being Author, Printer or Publiſher of the North Briton 
Number Fifry, the North Briton Number Fitty-One, or either of them : 
and that he the Deponent never will voLUNTARILY inform againſt any 
Perſon or Perſons any way therein concerned, or give any Evidence rela- 
tive thereto, oTHERWISE than in a pus Courst of LEGAL TRIAL: and 
that he the Deponent, as a Bookſeller, ſhould eſteem himſelf infamous, 
and deſerving of no Credit, if he betrayed the Confidence of any Perſon 
who ſhould intruſt him to publiſh or conduct any Work whatever, and 
that he SOLEMNLY SWEARS NEVER to be guilty of ſo baſe an Act. 


Sworn before me in the King' 5 


Bench priſon, this Sixteenth Day Fe, W. BINGL ET. 
of February, in the Year of our EE Tg C 
Lord One Thouſand Seven Hun- 


dred and Sixty Nine. | AE : 
THOMAS DAWSON. 
| 


Fanara in our laſt Number, p. 553. I. for ay read L 6. 
from the bottom, for E— of dg 17 — populent: P. 554. | 


rea .. 


Sold by W. BINGLEY, oppoſits . Yard 3 in the Strand. Where likewiſe may be 
had any of the former Numbers, and Complete Sets ſewed in Blue Paper. 


EXTRAORDINARY, 


—_— 


— 


N U M BER XCII. (or XVI. of the n CATI.) | 
N be continued my — Price neee Helfpenny 


hd. „ 4 


2 1 — ee e — 1 . 
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ſionem ar mali Aventinum occupavere: vos pro libertate, quam ab illis a c- 
cepiſtis, nonne ſumma ope nitemini? Atque eo ons "we majus dedec us 


* th 


E Parte amittere, L omnino non — 4 ; SALLUBT. | 


— TLE did 11 imagine, at the time 5 Te my laſt 

paper, that there would have ſo ſoon been occaſion fer 
another EXTRAORDINARY NORTH BRITON, as it was to be 
preſumed, that, after the Freeholders of Middleſex had fo unani- 
mouſly and repeatedly declared their refolutton to have Mx. 
WII Kxs for one of their repreſentatives in parliament, no miniſtry 
would have been ſo deſperately daring, as to attempt to bereave 


them of that freedom of choice, of that uncontrouled right of 


election, which they inherit from the conſtitution, and of which 
no power on earth can juſtly deprive them. But as we have now 


the misfortune to be curſed with a ſet of miniſters, who have made 
ed, if not 
a all gur 1 


no ſcruple of invading this right, and, it is to be fes 
timely checked, will make as little ſeruple of inzad: 
| def rag rights and privileges ; this circumſtance, we hope, will be 
admitted as an apology for troubling our readers with another 
extraordinary paper; the rather, as the /zcond of the following 


Addreſſes could not, through any other PO 1 have been 


communicated to the world. 


FF 


To the Gentlemen, "Choy. Er F Stakes: wy the County of 


MIDDLE 8 E X. 
' GENTLEMEN, HS 

| T HE unanimity you have ſhewn in the brand chte of me 
as your repreſentative has not prevented my ſecond expul- 
ſion without any new pretence. Another writ is ordered, and I 
' muſt again entreat you to confirm your former choice by honour- 
ing me a third time with your votes at the enſuing election, which 
will be at Brentford on the 28th inſtant. I will never give up the 


cauſe, nor quit the ſervice of my Conftituents, and I make no 


doubt that your perſeverance in the ſupport of your own rights 
| by a repeated exertion of the powers you derive from the Conſti- 
tution, will in the end be crowned with the deſired ſucceſs. In 


caſe of any future expulſions, I will regularly repeat to you the 


offer of my humble ſervices, - that you may have again and again 
an opportunity of vindicating your moſt valuable privileges, "the 


rights of all the electors of this — which [ witl never 


3 nor betray. 

I hope none of my friends will be abſent from Brentford on 
the 28th, and I ſhall be particularly obliged to them for their 
early appearance. Iam, GENTLEMEN, 

King's Bench Priſon. | Your faithful, humble ſervant, 
Saturday, Feb. 18, 1769. ] 0 H N W 1 L K E 8. 


NORTH BRITON 
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he the Gentlemen, _ Clergy, and Freeholders of the C ounty of 
EN MIDDLESEX. 


= 6 E NT L EME N, 
| F-F ER the moſt mature deliberation, and at the deſire of very 
many friends, J am agairt a candidate for the honour of repreſenting 
| you in Parliament, and I mean humbly to ſolicit that truſt as requently 
as. any yacancy ſhall he declated'in violation of your inherent and unalien- 
| able rights, which 1 will ever ſupport. I-conſider. the privilege of 
| electing your own repreſentative, the perſon, to whoſe charge is com- 
| ' mitted the diſpoſal of your properties and lives, as the firſt principle of 
| our Conſtitution, as the eſſe nce of that power, which the people have 
| reſerved to themſelves. | If it is taken from you, that inſtant you will 
| ceaſe. to be free, for you will be governed by laws to which you have not 
| given your aſſent, or perhaps be ſubject to the caprice and arbitrary will 
| of a Miniſter or a Minion.* I therefore am determined, Gentlemen, on 
every occaſion to afſert\ your rights, and Iwill not n from any danger, 
| when I have ſo great an object in view, ' © + + 
| | A Reſolution of the Hauſe of Commons dees n not ad the law of this 
kingdom, nor can it depfive the electors or elected of any legal right. 
It cannot create or deſtroy the capacity of either derived from the law of 
| the land. It is only the opinion of one third part of the legiſlature. The 
| brag, ee has an Act of Parliament for his guide, an Act of all 
1 tune three Eſtates of this Realm. The form of his oath is preſcribed in 
khat Act. He is ſworn 70 return ſuch perſon,” or perſons, as ſhall to the beſt 
| = of his judgment appear to him to have the majority: of LEGAL votes. If he 
| does not, he is declared guilty of wilful perjury. Should I be fo diſtin- 
| guiſhed by your favour, as to be a third time elected your Repreſentative, 
| the only alternative left to the Sheriff is to return me, or to perjure himſelf. _ 
| The juſtice and impartiality of the Sheriff cannot be queſtioned. The 
| Houle of Commons are the ſole judges who are duly elected, but the 
people only have the power of determining, who are the fit and proper 
_ © perſons to be entruſted, under thoſe FELONS: and 1 F ee alone 
expreſsly declared by Act of Parliament. 
3 15 Devoted as I am a perſonal ſacrifice to the revenge and implacability 
| of a molt deſperate and deſpicable ſet of men in Adminiſtration, I go on 
| 5 however very deliberately the way of truth and honour in the purſuit of 
1 your imer l and the cauſe of freedom. I will be conſiſtent and uni- 
F | form to the end. Ar the hazard of all I hold dear, in defence of all 
that is dear to you, I will proceed ro expoſe, and, if poſſible, bring to 
juſtice, thoſe exalted offenders, who, betraying the ſacred truſt for which 
they are reſponſible ro the public, have been long and aſſiduouſſy 
labouring to effect the ruin of this nation. At the fame time the utmoſt | 
of my little influence and abilities ſhall be exerted to prevail on the real 
| friends of our King and country, to heal our unhappy diviſions, to correct 
=: the errors, which contrary to it's firſt principles have crept into our con- 
ſtitution, and to reſtore it's genuine, original purity. By ſuch means 
alone the dignity of the Crown, the good order of government, and the 
liberties of the people can be preſerved. We ſhall then only be truly 
happy as men, as freemen, as Engliſhmen. 
5 am, GENTLEMEN, 
Ra Four moſt faithful, 
King's Bench Priſon. and obedient, humble ſervant, 
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In order to complete 01 our Paper, we have here added the roman of 
_ the London Inſtructions, and a ſhort Poem. 


In the ninth Article the citizens of London inſtruct their repre- 
ſentatives thus: 


Op H AT you uſe your utmoſt endeavours; that the civil 
J magiſtracy of this kingdom be put upon a reſpectable 
« footing, and thereby remove the prezence. of calling in a mili- 


* tary force; and preſerve this nation from a calamity, which has 
already 
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« already. been fatal to the liberties of every kingdom round us, 

« and which we, at this day, are beginning to feel.“ This in- 
ſtruction deſerves to be written in letters of gold. It breathes the 


In the tenth article ther citizens give the following injunctions 
to their repreſentati ves. 


0 
„ ragement has been given to premature. or injudicious military 
s alacrity; and whether any undue. meaſures have been taken to 
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T4 „That you will promote a bill for limiting the number 

cc O 
« preventing the peers of Great-Britain from interfering in the 
« elections for members of parliament ; and that an oath to 
« prevent bribery and corruption be taken not only by the elec- 
« tors, but alſo by the candidates at the opening of the poll.“ 
Here is an Augzan ſtable, but where ſhall we find an Hercules 
to cleanſe it? In a word, the number of placemen and penſi- 
oners is of late become ſo enormouſly. great, that were we to 
affirm, that the power of the crown is now thereby raiſed to a 
higher pitch than ever it was, by the force of prerogative, in 

the reign of the Stuarts, it would not, I believe, be very eaſy 
to confute us. The only difference is; Parliaments were then 
driven; they are now led: and the latter, as the more 
gentle, is, I'm afraid, the more effectual method of the bee: 
es Sale 8 The 
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The influence, indeed, is leſs apparent, and attended with leſs 
noiſe; but it is, perhaps, on that very account the more real 
and the more itreſiſtible. With regard to peers preſuming to 
interfere in the election of members of parliament, that, 1 
doubt, is a grievance which will continue as long as there are any 


peers in the kingdom. It requires not, however, any extraor- 


dinary degree of politieal fagacity to perceive, that this prac- 
tice, if carried to too great a length, may deftroy the indepen- 


dence of the third eſtate of the realm. With reſpect to the pro- 


poſal of obliging candidates, as well as electors, to take the oath 


againſt bribery and corruption, I queſtion much whether ſuch a law 


would be really productive of all thoſe advantages, which one 
might at firſt be inclined to expect from it; for thoſe who, for 
4 bribe, a place, or a penfion, will betray their country, will, 


for the ſame reward, ſell their ſouls to the Devil: but if they 
will fell their fouls to the Devil, let them, in the name of com- 
mon ſenſe, ſell them formally and in expreſs terms ; and let. 
them not, by ſhutting their own eyes, imagine that they can there- 


by ſhut the eyes of all the reſt of the world. 


The fourteenth and laſt article is to the following purport : 
14. That you uſe your utmoſt endeavours to obtain an act 


to ſhorten: the duration of parhaments. And laftly, we ſubmit 


« to your conſideration, whether a change in the preſent mode of 


« election, to that of ballot, would not be the moſt likely method 
4 of procuring a return of members on the genuine and uncor- 
« rupt ſenſe of the people.” The firſt clauſe of this article has 
already been diſcuſſed in the 74th number of the NokrTH 
BriTon. And with regard to the ſecond, it is natural to think, 
that it would be attended with all the good effects, which the 
eitizens ſuppoſe it is' calculated to produce; for the peo- 
ple would be at liberty, in the choice of their repreſentatives, 
to follow the dictates of their own conſcience, and to fix upon 
the moſt able and worthy candidate, without having, as they 
now have, the rod of correction held over their heads by ſome 
overgrown peer, or ſome tyrannical miniſter. 
And here let me obſerve, in addition to the remarks I have 
already made upon the two laſt articles, that, ſhould ever the 
number of placemen and penſioners come to be ſo great in the 


Houſe of Commons, as to compoſe more than one half of that 
auguſt aſſembly, the conſtitution of England would be entirely 
overturned, The Houle of Commons conſiſts of 5 58. members. 
Now let us only ſuppoſe, that 280 of theſe (which is only a ma- 


jority of one) were placemen and penſioners, or dependent on place- 


men and penſioners, it would thence follow, that theſe 280 would 
have it in their power, and probably too they might have the in- 
clination, to expell, without reaſon, or ſo much as the ſhadow of a 
reaſon, all the other 278; and then by proceeding to exerciſe their 


legiſlative authority, before the vacancies could be filled up, they 
might ſurrender into the hands of the prince, by a feemingly 


unanimous vote, all the rights and liberties of the people. It may 
likewiſe be affirmed, that, among the many advantages arifing from 
ſhort parliaments, this would. be one; that repreſentatives would 
never dare to act in oppoſition to the intereſt. or inclination of 
their conſtituents. The dread of an approaching election, which 
could never be at a great diſtance, would keep them to their duty; 
nor ſhould we ever ſee them, as we have often formerly done— 


for I truſt in God we have nothing of that kind to fear at preſent— 
deſpiſing the ſentiments, and. invading the privileges of thoſe 


very 
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very perſons, from whom they derive the ſhare they enjoy in the 
legiſlature of the nation. . e 
I cannot conclude this paper, without c: Dngratulating the public 
on having ſuch a noble and glorious example ſet them, as is here 
reſented by the inhabitants of the metropolis ; an example, I 
3 which will be very ſoon followed by every other county 
and corporation in the kingdom. Let me likewiſe take notice of 
a trifling miſtake, which the writers of the news- papers have put 
into the mouth of the patriotic alderman who attended the com- 
mon- hall, where they make him fay, that parliaments were ſep- 
tennial in queen Anne's reign. The truth is, the triennial act 
was paſſed, or rather revived, in the ſixth year of king William : 
it continued in force during the remaining part of that reign, and 
the whole reign of queen Anne; nor was it repealed till the ſecond 
year of king George I. when parliaments were made ſeptennial. 
And having hinted at the conduct of Mr. Alderman Beckford, 
it would be the height of injuſtice not to acknowledge his great 
merit on this intereſting occaſion. For while his brother-repre- 
ſentatives—from one of whom, indeed, as being a mere creature 


of the court, nothin g good could be expected, though of the 


other two better things were hoped—while theſe, I ſay, through 
a fear of offending the great, meanly ſſunk from their duty, this 


gentleman, with a ſpirit of independence, which he has always 
maintained, and which does honour to his character, boldly 
avowed his ſentiments, and not only encouraged his fellow citi- - 


zens to inſtruct their repreſentatives, but likewiſe promiſed to 
do all that lay in his power to carry theſe inſtructions into exe- 


cation, - Nor is this the firſt public proof, that Mr. Beckford has 
given of his ſetting at nought the frowns of the great, when he 


believed they were engaged in deſigns inconſiſtent with the intereſt 
of the nation. For in the year 1764, while Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, and while, though an odious favourite had been juſt driven 


from the helm of affairs, the ſame unpopular and unconſtitutional. 


meaſures, which had been planned by the minion, were ſtill car- 
ried on by his ſucceſſors, Mr. Beckford, at the head of the al- 
dermen and common council, preſented an addreſs to his ma- 
jeſty, in which, among others, was the following expreſſion : 
« We firmly truſt, that every increaſe of your royal family will 


% prove an additional ſecurity to our religion, and that great 


charter of liberty, which, in conſequence of the glorious 


« Revolution, your illuſtrious houſe was choſen. to defend.” This 
_ expreſſion, I well remember, was cenſured, at the time, by the 


creatures of the court, as highly inſolent and affrontive; but I 
hope the people of England will never become fo very complaiſant 
as to think it inſolent to aſſert their liberties, when they ſee or 
even ſuſpect them to be in danger. 
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E miniſters! who every hour 
I Exert your arbitrary power; 


Tell me what difference there can be 
Twixt tyrant king, and miniſtry. 


In the deteſted Stuart's reign, 
One tyrant was the worſt; 
Ry But now we juſtly may complain, 
We're with a hundred curſt. 5 
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But ill, deſpotic crew ! beware; 


Remember Stuart lain: 
One tyrant was too much to bear ; 


Shall then a hundred reign ? 


What hear ye not the general cry? 
The univerſal groan, 

That, wing d with curſes, cleaves the ſky, 
And ſhakes our monarch's throne. 


Blind to Jour fate, where arc your 8 85 ? 
Ye ſecond-/ ghted crew! 
What ! ſee ye not the ſcaffold riſe, 


And Tyburn wait for you! * 


Oh! ſoon may vengeance with your blood 
To freedom conſecrate the wood! 
Each Briton then ſhall take a part, 
And wear the relic near his heart. 


* 
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_ to acquaint the Public, that he intends ſpeedily to pub- 


liſh, by Subſcription, the 


Original NORTH BRITON, 
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the. Names and Places of Abode of the Subſcribers; to whom the Work will be de- 
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The Subſcribers Names will not be printed; but, on the contrary, will be kept as ſecret 
2 poſſible. | 
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Folio of the above valuable Work; which, together with the Continuation, 
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IHE RE is not, perhaps, a mote curious or a more im- 
1 portant queſtion in politics, than to determine what in- 
fluence the perſonal character of a prince has upon the happi- 
nefs of his ſubjects. In a deſpotie government, it is certain, 
this circumſtance has a very extenſive, not to ſay an unlimited, influ- 
ence] booanſ” every ching being there 'raled by arbitrary wil 

the happineſs or miſery of the people muſt be nearly in pro- 
portion to the wiſdom or folly, the virtue or depravity of the 
ſupreme magiſtrate. The Roman government was the ſame in 
the time of Titus as in that of Domitian: yet what an infinite 
difference between theſe two periods! How happy the people, 
how beloved the prince, and how flouriſhing the empire in the 
one! How wretched the ſubjects, how detefted the ſovereign, 


and how diſtracted the empire in the other! The virtues of the 


former prince, and the. vices of the latter, beſides their more 
immediate and direct operation, ſeemed, by a kind of irreſiſtible 
contagion, to transfuſe themſelves into the courtiers, the citizens, the 
people, and produced, in the one cafe, the moſt complete happi- 
neſs, in the other, the moſt exquiſite miſery. — © 

The like contraſt may be obſerved between the reigh of Henry 
III. and that of Henry IV. of France. Oppreſſion, levity, arti- 
fice, on the part of the rulers; faction, ſedition, treachery, re- 
bellion, diſloyalty, on the part of the ſubjects: theſe compoſe the 


character of the former miſerable æra. But when the patriot 


and heroic prince, who ſucceeded, was once firmly ſeated on the 
throne, the government, the people, every thing ſeemed to be 
totally changed; and all from the difference of the temper and 
ſentiments of theſe two ſovereigns. Nor 1s it only in deſpotic 
governments, that the perſonal character of the prince has ſuch. 
a mighty influence upon the happineſs of the people: it has a 
conſiderable, though, indeed, a lefs influence upon it, even in 


the 


—— 
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ſoldiers, and indeed, in ſome meaſure, into the whole body of the 
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the moſt free and popular governments, particularly in our own, 
which is, or at leaſt was intended to be, one of the moſt free 
and popular governments that ever exiſted. Compare the reign 
of Henry III. with that of Edward I. and you will be abundantly 


convinced of the truth of this aſſertion. What jealouſies, diſ- 


contents and inſurrections in the one! what harmony, concord 
- and tranquillity in the other ! 

An equal difference may be remarked between. the reigns of 
Edward Il. and Edward III. of Richard II. and Henry V. and be- 
tween the reign of Elizabeth and thoſe of all the princes of the 
Stuart line. The firſt, indeed, of the Stuart-princes had, for his 
tutor, the celebrated hiſtorian and poet, George Buchanan, a man of 
great learning and genius, and one who ſeems, by his writings, to 
have been a real friend to liberty; but ſuch is the depravity of 
human nature, that, though a good diſpoſition may be ſpoiled by 
a bad education, yet ſome tempers are ſo incorrigibly wicked, that 


the beſt education in the world can never reform, and hardly even 


humanize them; witneſs that royal monſter in human ſhape, the 
Roman Emperor, Nero, who had for his preceptor the admirable 
philoſopher Seneca, and who, as a reward for the pains which his 
inſtructor had taken with him, cauſed his unhappy tutor to be 
put to death; an act of barbarity, which, however ſhocking, will 
appear the leſs ſurpriſing, when it is is conſidered that the ſame 
imperial butcher cauſed his own wife, and even his mother, to be 
flain. The ſecond prince of the Stuart-line, like ſome other 
princes in more modern times, had his education not - from his 
regular preceptors, but from an artful, inſidious, and overbearing 
favourite, who had found means to engroſs the whole power of 
the crown, and infuſed into his royal pupil. ſuch principles of 


deſpotiſm, as involved him, during his life, in infinite calamities, 


and at laſt brought him to an untimely end. As to the two laſt 


princes of this tyrannical family, they had their education from the 
Jeſuits of France; and their characters were ſuch as might be 


ſuppoſed to be formed by ſuch worthy inſtructors; the one being 
remarkable for infincerity and lewdneſs, the other for obſtinac 
and bigotry ; and both of them alike for the moſt uotbleting 
cruelty. 

As it is, therefore, evident: that the happineſs of the people de- 
pends fo much upon the temper and diſpoſition of the ſovereign; 
and as theſe are influenced, in fo high a degree, by the nature of 
his education; it is certainly a matter of the laſt importance, that 
this affair ſhould be conducted with the utmoſt caution and cir- 
cumſpection. What then ſhall we think of the black deſigns of 
that accurſed Scot, who has been the cauſe, if not of all our 
public grievances, at leaſt of moſt of our national diviſions, 


and who is well known to have planned in his cloſet, befars | 


he left England, thoſe arbitrary meaſures, the execution of 
which, by his profligate dependents, is now throwing the king- 
dom into ſuch a dangerous ferment; what, I ſay, ſhall we think 

of the deſigns of this accurſed Scot, who had formed a ſcheme 
for giving our preſent moſt amiable ſovereign ſuch an education 
as was utterly inconſiſtent with the nature of a free and a limited 
monarchy ? But that he did form ſuch a ſcheme, 1s abundantly 


evident 
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evident from the following memorial, which I have here ſubjoined 
for the ſatisfaction of the reader: premiſing only, that, purſuing the 
ſame maxims in the government of his own family, which he has 
always purſued in the government of the nation, he ſent, ſome 
few years ago, for an Italian Jeſuit of the name of Graſſigni, 
whom he ſettled in a boarding-ſchool at Kenſington, and to 
whom he committed the care of his own ſon, and of as many 
of the ſons of his acquaintance, as he could poſſibly procure by 
fair means or by foul; for that he did employ ſome very foul 
means for this purpoſe, there are ſeveral gentlemen who are 


ready to teſtify. . = BY 


A Memorial of Fuer Moblemen and Gentlemen of the firſt Rank and 
0 ortune, preſented to rhe late King in * 18 


The Memorialiſts repreſent, 


HAT the education of a prince of Wales is of the utmoſt i im- 
portance to the whole nation: that it ought always to be in- 
truſted to noblemen of the moſt unblemiſhed honour, and to 
prelates of the moſt diſtinguiſhed virtue, of the moſt accompliſhed 
learning, and of the moſt unſuſpected principles with regard to 
government both in church and ſtate: that the misfortunes which 


this nation ſuffered, or eſcaped under king Charles I. king Charles 


II. were owing to the bad education of thoſe princes, who were 
early initiated in the odious maxims of arbitrary power: that, for 


a faction to engroſs the education of the prince of Wales to them 


ſelves, excluding men of probity, property, and wholeſome 
learning, 1s unwarrantable, dangerous, and illegal ; that to place 
men about a prince of Wales, whoſe principles are ſuſpected, 
and whoſe belief in the myſteries of our faith is doubtful, has the 
moſt miſchievous tendency, and ought juſtly to alarm the friends 
of their country, and of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion: that, for mini- 
ſters to ſupport low men, who were originally improper for the 
high truſt to which they were advanced, after complaints made 
of dark, ſuſpicious, and unwarrantable methods made uſe of by 
ſuch men, in their plan of education, and to protect and counte- 
nance ſuch men in their inſolent and unheard-of behaviour to 
their ſuperiors, is a foundation for ſuſpecting the worſt deſigns in 
ſuch miniſters, and ought to make all good men apprehenfive of 


the ambition of thoſe miniſters ;—that, it being notorious that 
books *, inculcating the worſt maxims of government, and de- 
tending the moſt avowed tyrannies, have been put into the hands 
of the prince of Wales, it cannot but affect the Memorialiſts, 
when they find that the men, who had the honeſty and reſolution 
to complain of ſuch aſtoniſhing methods of inſtruction, are driven 


away from court F, and the men who have dared to teach ſuch 


doctrines, are continued in truſt and favour :—that the fecurity of 


* Pather Orleans's Revolutions of the Houſe of Stuart. Ramſay's Travels of Cyrus. 
Sir Robert Filmer's Treatiſe on Government, for ſome ſtrictures on which, found concealed 
in the cuſtody of Algernon Sidney, that great man loſt his head. 


+ In 1752, lord Harcourt and Dr. Hay ter, were diſm: ed, and ſucceeded by lord Wal- 
degrave and Dr. Stone. 
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5 Tar NORTH BRA FPT-ON; No. 93. 
this government being built _ Whig principles, is alone 
fupported by Whig zeal: 

Chat the eſtubliſhiniene of the preſent royal family being ſettle | 
in the timely. overthrow of queen Anne's laſt miniſtry, it cannot 
but alarm all true Whips, to hear of ſchoolmaſters, of very con- 
trary principles, being thought of for preceptors; and to ſee none 
but the friends and pupils of the late lord Bolingbroke intruſted 

With the education of a prince, whoſe family that lord endeavoured, 
by his meaſures, to exclude, and by his writings to expel, from 
the throne of theſe kingdoms : that there being great reaſon to 
believe, that a noble lord has accuſed one of his preceptors of 
Jacobitiſm, it is aſtoniſhing that no notice has been taken of a 

com plaintof ſo hi gh 2 nature; but that, on the contrary, the accuſed 
perſon continues in the ſame truſt, ' without any enquiry into the 
grounds of the charge, or any ſteps taken, by the accuſed, to purge | 
himſelf of a Crime = ſo black a dye:—that no ſatisfaction bein 
given to the governor and preceptor, who, though a nobleman of 
the molt unblemiſhed honour, and a prelate of the moſt unbiaſſed 
virtue, have both been treated in the groſſeſt terms of abuſe by a 
menial ſervant of the family, is derogatory to his majeſty's autho- 
rity, under which they acted; is an affront to n and an 
= outrage to the dignity of the church. 
= That whoever adviſed the refuſal of an audience to the biſhop of 
Norwich, who was ſo juſtly alarmed at the wrong methods which 
he ſaw taken in the education of the prince of Wales, is an enemy 
to his country, and can only mean, at leaſt, to govern by a faction, 
or is himfelf influenced by a more dangerous faction, Who intend 
ene the government, and reſtore the exiled and arbi- 
trary houſe of Stuart. But that to have a Scotch: nan of the moſt 
diſaffected family, and allied in the neareſt manner to the Pre- 
tender's firſt miniſter, conſulted in the education of the prince of 

» Wales, and intruſted with the moſt important ſecrets of the go- 

5 vernment, muſt tend to alarm and diſguſt the friends of the pre- 

Pi ſent royal family, and to encourage the hopes and attempts of the 

Jacobites. —Laſtly; the Memorialiſts cannot help remarking, that' 
three or four low, dark, ſufpected-perfons are the only men whoſe 
ſtations are fixed and permanent; but that all the great offices and 
officers are ſo conſtantly varied and ſhuffled about, to the diſ- 
grace of this country, that the belt affected apprehend, thatthere 
is a ſettled deſign in thoſe low and ſuſpected perſons to infuſe ſuch 
jealouſies, caprices, and fickleneſs, into - gh two miniſters whoſe 
confidence they engroſs, as may render this government ridiculous 
and contemptible, and facilitate the revolution which the Memo- 
rialiſts think they have but too much reafon to fear is ctiedititing. 
GoD PRESERVE THE Kino, 
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For! the, NORTH SOURI TOR. 


N the LETTER on LIBELS, WARRANTS, &c.“ Page 
| 74, there is this remarkable paſſage, With regard to 
A « the infignificance of a mere reſolution of the houſe of 
[ Commons, I recoileR that ſomething cf a like ſort was flung 
| 6 Ut by a learned gentleman, who "Cloſed the whole of his 
1 argument 
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* argument on this point, by ſaying, that, had he the honour 


of preſiding in any court of law, he ſhould regard ſuch a reſo- 
* lution no more than he would that of ſo many "drunken porters 
in Covent-Garden.” This opinion was given in the memorable 
debate on general warrants, Feb. 14, 1764, by Sir FLETCRKER 
Nox rox, Knt. then fs Majeſty's Attorney-General, and now chief 
Fuſtice;in Eyre. If ſuch, in this great lawyer's opinion, was 


the inſignificance of a reſolution of the houſe of Commons then, 


A FREEHOLDER of MIDDLESEX, would be glad to know, what 
gives it force and importance now? If a fingle vote of the houte 
of Commons can diſqualify, or disfranchiſe an Eugliſimau, why 
can it not naturalize a Few, remove a turnpike-gate, & !— 


things of much lefs conſequence. 


The following Caſe is ſuch a ſtrong confirmation of the :afthe(s | 


of Sir F letcher Norton's ſentiments, that we have chought 
proper to ſubmit it to the confderation of the reader. 


The Cafe of Mr. John Aids Humbly ſubmitted to the Conſide- 
ration of the Independent Frecholders of MippLesex, af his 
critical period. 


OHN AD AMS, TP a cries of tn houſe of Aſſembly 


in the Iſland of Barbadoes, in the year 1702, had armed his 


{laves to oppoſe the ſheriff in the execution of his duty. This 


act was attended with flagrant circumſtances. He was proſe- 
cuted, convicted, fined, and impriſoned. The Houſe thought 


Mr. ADaMs unworthy of holding a ſeat in it; and a motion 
being made to to expell him, he was expelled accordingly. A 
writ was iſſued for the election of a repreſentative for the pariſh 
of Chriſt-Church, which Mr. ADA Ms had repreſented. The. 


electors ſaid, the crime or crimes for which Mr. ADAMS Was 
expelled, were not committed in the aſſembly : they were cogni- 
zable only in the courts of law; to which Mr. Apams had ſub- 


mitted; and received ſentence : a ſentence, which, by the laws, 


did not affect his ſeat in the aſſembly, and therefore they re-elec- 
ted him. -But upon the return of the writ, it was again moved, 
that he ſhould be again expelled : and he was expelled accord- 

ingly. The ſpirit that prevailed in the pariſh of Chriſt-Church 


was notorious. The electors ſeriouſly took up the cafe as a mat- 


ter of right, belonging to themſelves. They conceived this 
arbitrary expulſion to be a breach of the people's natural 15 
unalienable privileges; which the aſſembly, who derived i 

authority from the people, was bound to ſupport. And this 


ſaid, from SYDNEY, that the aſſembly did not enjoy“ an inhe- 


rent, but a delegated power; and whoever receives it, 1s 
accountable to thoſe who gave it ; for they who give authority by 
eommiſſion, do always retain more than they grant.” Cap. 3. 
Sec. 38. Had a third writ been iſſued, the eleQors, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſecond expulſion, would ſtill have returned him, to 
aſſert and ſupport their own inherent right to a free choice; and 
to preſerve what did conſtitutionally belong to them, the power 
of being not only the moſt proper, but the fole and excluſive judges 
who were fit perſons to repreſent them in the aſſembly. The 
aſſembly fearing, or not liking a third election of the ſame perſon, 
and entertaining great indignation againſt Mr. ADAMs, came to 
a reſolution 
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a reſolution at the time of the ſecond expulſion, to bring in a 
bill to diſqualify him from holding a ſeat in the aſſembly. The 
bill was paſſed by the aſſembly, and hy the ccuncil, and was 
aſſented to by the governor, CHARLES Pixrorp, Eſq; Doctor 
of the civil law. 8 8 LY 
Mr. Adams could not reſt eaſy under ſuch ſeverity, but applied 
for redreſs, to the juſtice and moderation of his Sovereign, he 
preſent king. This gentleman was unknown, unconnected, un- 
ſupported. His fate was to be determined by the eguity of his 
CE. A OT „ IN 
Upon his appeal, the act of diſability was abſolutely repealed ; 
with a declaration, That it was arbitrary, and contrary, to the ſpi- 
rit of the Britiſh conſlitution ; as it deprived bis Majeſty of the jer- 
- Wees of a ſubſectt. VTEC 
N. B. The reafons that attended the repeal, were expreſſed in the 
ſtrongeſt terms; and fonnded upon an opinion given by the 
late Sir Matthew Lamh, Bart. council to the Board of Trade. 


#*,* The eledtion for tlie county of Middleſex is now adjourned to 
= » Thunfuay the 10th of Marth, at Brentford. 


E R R A T A in. ſane Copies of our lift Number. 
F. 561, 1. 13, for all of our other rights, read all our other rights, P. 564, |. 19, for the 
reſt of all the world, read all the reft of: the world. P. 565, 1, 14, for that gyeen, read 


* 


gueen Anne. 


Sold by W. BINGLEY, oppoſite Durham Yard in the Strand. . Where likewiſe may be 
1 had any of the former Numbers, and Complete Sets ſex · ed ir Blue Paper. 52 
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VV to acquaint the Public, that he intends ſpeedily to pub- 
liſh, by SubGrien, the”: On nts, Tn neg 19, 0 


Original NOR TH BRI. 


TON, 
From Number I, to XI. VI. incluſive, (the XI. V. ofly excepted) 


With feveral uſeful and explanatory Notes, not printed in any 
former Edition; and a Tranflation of the Mottoes. 


To which will be added, by way of APPEN DIX, 


The PupLic and PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE between Joux Wilkes, Eſq. and the 
Duke of GrayrTon ; the Earls TxmyLE, Taro, HALLiFax, and ECGRZUONT; 
Drs. BxockeLsyY and DoucLas; SAMUEL MarTyYN, Eſq. Mr. Huur RKW Coats, 

&c. &c. the Obſervations on the Spaniſh Papers; his Gexvixs Letter to the Eleftors 
of Ayleſbury, ſome Parts of which were never before publiſhed in England; with a faithful 
Collection of all his other intereſting Tracts and Papers, from the year 1762, to the preſent 
Time; comprehending a complete: View of all the Ix FER na Proceedings of Adminiftra- 
tion againii that Gentleman; with, a Copious. IND.E X to every Name and Article. 
Corrected and Reviſed by a Friend to Civil and ReLicious LinektTy., | 


The. Price to Subſcribers will. be- Ten Shillings and Six-Pence; the Money to be paid at 

the Time of ſubſcribing. | ; . 

A Book is opened at his Shop oppoſite Durham Vard in the Strand, and likewiſe at his 
' Apartment, No. 8, in the King's Bench Priſon, for the Inſertion of the Names and 
Places of Abode of the Subſcribers ;. to whom the Work will: be delivered (whether in 
Tow or Country) without any further Expence whatever. N 


The Subſcribers Names will not be printed. 


+4+ The Deſign of this Undertaking is to accommodate the Public with an Edition in 

| Folio of the above valuable Work; particularly thoſe of his Friends who 

have conſtantly ſubſcribed to this .weekly Continuation.: all which together will 
make.a handſome Volume, | | 
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NUMBER XCIV. (or XLVIII. of the Cox rINVATIOx.) 
To be continued every Saturday. Price Two-pence Halfpenny.. 
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- , 95 H AT would the people have * What would they be 
WY at? Such is Gin is tha is conſtantly aſked by the 
eredtures of the court, when any complaints are made of the 


-  . condn& of the miniſtry; and this queſtion they aſk with ſuch a 


-— oe and afſuming air, as if they thought it was altogether 
unanſwerable. But that it is not unanſwerable, I will en- 
dieavour to ſhew, by explaining, in as few words as poſſible, what 
it is the people would have, or what they would be at. And 
- firſt® they would have a P——, whoſe family was raiſed to the 
throne by that only juſt and legal title, the free will and choice 


of the people; or, which is the ſame thing, the free-will and 


choice of the repreſentatives of the people: they would have 
ſuch a P—— have no favourite that is not a favourite of the 
people; or if, from the warmth of a youthful heart, or by the 
inſidious arts of the pretended friends, but real enemies to his 
family, he ſhould have the misfortune to fix upon ſuch a favour- 
rite, they would have him withdraw his confidence from the 
minion, as ſoon as this laſt ſhould appear to have loſt the confi- 
dence of the public; leſt, by perſiſting in a contrary courſe, he 


ſhould ſeem to ſeparate his own intereſt from the intereſt of his 


ſubjects; a thing, which he can never do, without leſſening the 
5 importance of his character, and even redueing himſelf to a ſtate 
ef inſignificance: for, as was wiſely obſerved by Gourville, 2 
Frenchman, and as was once i Sir Milliam Temple to king 
; Ch arles the Second, « A king of Eng and, who will be. the man 
4 of his people, is the greateſt king in the world; but if he will 
'« be any thing more, he 1s nothing at all.” Nor would they 


have this conduct obſerved by the Prince: alone; they would 
have it obſerved by every branch of his family; and therefore 
would not wiſh to ſee. any. one of them. beſtow, as one of them, 


tome: 
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ſome few years ago did beftow, the library of a Prince of Wales 


upon this obnoxious favourite, eſpecially, too, at the time when he 
was in the very height of his unpopularity, and was the general ob- 
ject of the curſes and execrations of the public : a preſent, it was 
thought, which was not ſo much intended to mark the regard 
which the donor had for the minion, as to expreſs the fupreme 
contempt ſhe entertained for the ſentiments of the people ; of 
that very people, from whom ſhe and hers have received ſuch in- 
finite obligations, and to whom ſhe has at once the imprudence 
and preſumption to make fuch an unſuitable and ungrateful 
return. | 
Another thing, which the eos would have, is a miniſtry 
founded upon the only true and conſtitutional baſis, upon which 
any miniſtry can be founded in this kingdom, the broad bafis of 
popularity; a miniſtry, poſſeſſed of the confidence of the Prince 
and the favour of the public, without both which no miniſtry 
can ever carty on the national buſinefs to the general ſatisfaction; 
a miniſtry, as zealous to ſupport the rights of che ſubject, as the 
prerogatives of the crown, and not artfully, and even violently, 
endeavoufing to depreſs the former in order to exalt the latter; 
a miniſtry, that ſtands upon its own bottom, and is not, like 
moſt of our numerous miniſtries for theſe ſeven or eight years, 
a mere cat's-paw in the hands of an overbearing favourite, by 
whoſe intereſt they were originally made, whoſe. commands they, 
for ſome time, implicitly obeyed, and by whoſe uncontroulable 
power, the moment they began to diſpute theſe copnmapds, they 
hy were inſtantly diſcarded. 
A third thing which the people auld have 78, they would 
with to ſee eines meet, as they once met, and were cer- 
5 tainly intended to meet, to redreſs grievances, not to impoſe or 
| confirm them; to be a terror to evil mihiſters, and not to ſcreen 
and protect them; to call to aceount the plunderers.of the public 
| money, not to be themſelves the greateſt; plunderers; to defend 
| the rights and liberties of their conſtituents, not to ſacriſice them 
0 to their own private intereſt; to clear, or at leaſt to thin, the 
houſe of that noxious brood of penſioners: and placemen, which 
has long infeſted it, and is: {till increaſing, not of thoſe who are 
| independent of the court, and: whoſe: greateſt crime is their de- 
= termined oppoſition to all proſtitute penſioners. and placemen 3 
| do puniſh the malverſations of the executive part of the govern- 
ment, not to authoriſe them by their votes and ręſolutions; to 
| examine carefully into the nature of every bill that is propoſed. to 
| , them, and whether it be conſiſtent with the liberty of the ſubject, 
| and not to give their aſſent to every ſcheme of the miniſter, with 
ſach a blind and ſlaviſh ſubmiſſion, as may at laſt render it doubt- 
ful whether they have any right to refuſe it; in a word, to be the 
guardians, not the betrayers of the conſtitution ; and not to deceive 
themſelves, as well as the reſt of the nation, by keeping up the 
vain ſhew and parade of a parliament, when its real power and 
q ſpirit are abſolutely gone, and when it is of no more weight in 
1 the balance of the government, than the Roman ſenate was in 
1 the time of the emperors. But that ſome of our late parliaments 
have committed all theſe bad, and neglected. all theſe good 
actions, is a truth no leſs melancholy than certain. For, thank 
Gad! 
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God | we have nothing to fear, but every thing to hope, during 


our preſent virtuous, patriotic, uncorrupt, independent, &c. &c. 
&c. parliament. 

A nd thing, which the people would have, is, that the 
public money ſhould be adminiſtered with a little more frugality ; 
or if it is {till to be ſquandered away with the ufual prodigality 


and profuſipn, let ous miniſters, in God's name, openly avow 


their principles and their practices ; and let them not, by draw- 
ing upon us for their millions and their half millions, and yet 
talking of œconomy, at once pick our pockets, and inſult our 
underſtanding. In what manner the public money, properly 
ſo called, has been managed, the immenſe fortunes raiſed, during 
the late war, by private men, deſtitute of every other kind of 


merit than what may be found in a company of ſharpers, is $. 


fad but ſufficient proof: '- 
As to the arrears of the Civil Lit, it is. not ſo eaſy to account 


for them. Formerly, indeed, there was a plauſible pretence for 


arrears of this kind. The common plea was, that the funds, 


allotted for making good the Civil Liſt, had fallen ſhort in their 


produce. But no argument of that ſort can now be urged, 
with any thow of reaſon. The crown receives, and has con- 


tinued to receive, ever lat the acceſſion of his preſent majeſty, 


800,000 . ber annum, c lear and neat, and free from all deductions. 
And yet, with this — revenue, and with all the ſavings that 
have been made in goal and candle, in beef and pudding, at St. 
James's, it has incurred a debt of 51 3, 00 /, and probably upwards. 

How then, in the name of wonder, has this debt been contracted ? I 


have hinted my ſuſpicions (and I believe they are not ill founded) 
in the former numbers of this papFr. What INES it is, that the 
fame regulations are not obſeryed in the preſent caſe, as in that 


of common bankrupts, who are obliged to give in a true and 


juſt Gate of their debts, and of the manner in which they were 


Tart, Inthat caſe, I ſhould be glad to know whether we ould 


not fee ſome ſuch articles as the following. Inprimit. To Michael 
Curry, for robbing his maſter. Lem. To the blood-hounds of 


the law, for worrying Mr. Wilkes. Tem. To bribes and pen- 
ſions to as many of the unplaced members of the laſt parliament 
as was neceſſary to make a majority. Item. To maintaining 


M*Lay ghlan, the e ſoldier, N Sons and after his trial, and 
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3 for giving it as Wa opinion, "hat a a man cannot 4 
killed by fracturing his ſkull. I ſhould be glad, I ſay, to know, 

whether, if the miniſtry were obliged to give an account of the 
manner in which the arrears of the Civil Liſt were contracted, 
any ſuch articles as thoſe I have mentioned would be admitted 
into the catalogue. Let thoſe anſwer who beſt can tell; for my 
own part, I preſume not to dive into the myſteries of tate. 

A fifth thing which the people would have is, they would with to 
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fee the laws take their free courſe, and be fairly and impartially 


executed, without reſpect of perſons, or regard to party, and 


without being wreſted and perverted, as they have lately too 


often been, in order to ſerve the purpoſes of miniſterial venge- 


of the law that have been committed, though of a very different 


being aſked by the Pr 
ing in England, how old he was, replied, that he was fo old he 
had outlived all his brother-lawyers, and, had not his highneſs 


ance. The truth is, when I conſider the many flagrant violations. 


nature, in the caſe of Mr. Wilkes, Mr. Bingley, and M*Laugh- 

lan, and that are now likely to be committed in the cafe of Balfe 
and M<Quirk, I cannot help fancying that we live in a period 
ſomewhat ſimilar to that wherein ſerjeant Maynard lived, who, 
ce of 'Orange, ſoon after the prince's land- 


come ſo ſeaſonably, he was afraid he ſhould have outlived the laws. 


themſelves. I am likewiſe inclined to think, that the conduct of 


our miniſters bears a very ſtrong reſemblance to that of the 


Pope, who grants not only a full pardon of all paſt offences to 


thoſe who will pay for it, but alſo a plenary indulgence of com- 


aiding as many fins as they pleaſe for the future. 


In like manner, our miniſters have granted a FOR: to 
McLavghlan for murder, or, which is the ſame thing, they aſſiſted 


him in making his eſcape from the puniſhment, which the law 


with bludgeons, and ſent to the city-coffee-houſes, where 
they will hear the character of their maſters treated with gout 


would have inflicted upon him; and they are now going, it is 
ſaid, to beſtow the ſame favour upon the two Brentford. mur=- 
derers, Balfe and M. Quirk. In order, therefore, to render 


their conduct perfectly of a piece with the conduct of his Holineſs, 


1 would have them grant a permiſſion to the fame Brentford 
aſſaſſins to commit as many murders as they pleaſe for the future, 
provided they commit them in ſupporting the intereſt of their 
worthy patrons; and that they may have full opportunity to 


exerciſe their bloody art, let them be armed, as uſual, 


freedom, though with great juſtice; and where they will 


better pretext, though not a better reaſon, for murdering the 


citizens, than they could poſſibly have for een Mr. 


Clarke. 


A ſixth ching, which the people would have, is the free and 
undiſturbed enjoyment of their natural, hereditary, and unaliena- 
ble right of chaſing their own repreſentatives in parliament, 


without running the riſk of being knocked on the head, like 


bullocks, by the irregnlar troops of the miniſtry, in the act of 


chuſing them; or of being ſhot through the heart, like wild 
beaſts, by the regular troops, for preſuming to lock at them after 


they have choſen them; and {ti} leſs, without any miniſter- 


daring to tell them, in direct violation. of the ſpirit of the con- 
ſtitution, that ſuch and ſuch men they ſhall not chuſe for their 


repreſentatives, at the peril of having no repreſentatives at all. 


A-ſeventh thing which the people would have is, that if any 


of them ſhould be guilty, or ſuſpected to be guilty, of a crime, 


they ſhould have the benefit, to which they are intitled, of being 
tried by a jury of their peers, and not condemned at the arbitrary 


will of any judge, or any ſet of judges, in the kingdom; and that 


RO. man, without ſuch. a trial. by his peers, ſhould. be impriſoned for 
: life, 
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life, or in ſuch a manner as to be deprived of the advantage of 
the Habeas Corpus act, without ſubmitting to terms and conditions, 
which are not only inconſiſtent with, but totally ſubverſive of 
the laws of the land. And yet this is the very caſe of the un- 
happy Publiſher of this paper. In a word, they would not have 
the law-makers, and the law-diſpenſers, to be themſelves the 
breakers of the law, which can never be ſincerely reſpected, nor 
is likely to be faithfully obſerved, by the lower ranks of men, 
while it is thus wantonly and unneceffarily violated by the 
higher. They would not have the law relaxed in one inſtance, 
nor ſtrained in another, as may beſt ſuit the ends of the ruling 
party, They would not have murderers, trizd, convicted, and 
condemned murderers, to eſcape, while libellers, or rather, 
indeed, ſuſpected libellers, are ſeverely, cruelly, and even ille- 
gally puniſhed. They would not have any man, as lord H-l-f-x 
lately did, think himſelf, or at leaſt act as if he thought himſelf, 


above the law; nor would they have any, as Mr. Wilkes has often 


| been, harraſſed, perſecuted, and oppreſſed, againſtalllawandjuſtice. 
Such are a ſew of the many things, which the people would 
have, waich they ought to have, which they know, to their fad 
experience, they have not, and which yet till they have, they. 
will never be ſatisfied; and all attempts, or, as the miniſ- 
try phraſe it, all vigorous meaſures, to reduce them to a ſtate of 
intire ſubmiſſion without theſe things, will only aggravate the 
evil, will inflame inſtead of allaying their reſentment, drive them 


firſt to defpair, and perhaps, in the end, to the moſt dangerous 


_ extremities. 
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HER is a folly under the Sun, which is not a new one, 
but yet very pernicious to government; I mean that trick, 
which your ſmall courtiers and candidates for exciſemen's ink- 
bottles have always had, of railing at every action performed, 
perhaps, ten centuries ago, becauſe done by men who had ever 
ſo remote a relation to thoſe at preſent in oppoſition to the mi- 


niſtry. Was every principle maintained by Hampden wrong, be- 
cauſe many of thoſe, who now call themſelves Whigs, diſagree in 

their ſentiments with the miniſtry ? I can ſee no connection in ſuch 
reaſoning. The miniſters, I believe, will be ſelf-ſufficient enough to 
acknowledge, that non tali auxilio, nec defenſoribus iſtis tempus eget. 


As I apprehend that the editor of Religues of Engliſh Poetry has 
been guilty of drawing ſuch unjuſt parallels, he will excuſe me 


if I point out to him what appears to me exceptionable in his 


performance. 


But firſt, I muſt beg leave to return thanks to Mr. Piercy for 


the entertainment afforded me by his collection. Every body 
muſt agree, that he has acquitted himſelf very handſomely both 
in point of taſte and learning. His materials, to confeſs the 
truth, did not anſwer my expectation; but perhaps it ought to 


be attributed to a very laudable determination, not to admit any 


piece contrary to good manners. I heartily wiſh, that candour 
would permit me to commend his reſerve equally in other reſpects. 


What could poſſibly induce a gentleman of his ſenſe to convert a 


collection of old ballads into a political pamphlet? Why muſt a 


lampoon 
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editor ſeriouſly for what purpoſe he obſervat 
George Bowes made a greater effuſion of blood in the north after the 
inſurrection in favour of the Roman Catholic party, than James IL. 
after Monmouth's rebellion? I will attribute it to inadvertency, and 
not ſuppoſe it mentioned on purpoſe to ſhew, that the Catholic 
is the more humane inſtitution. But whether ſome perſons will 
not conſider it as an hint given, that we are in arrears with the 
Fi to draw upon us the Iriſh draught, 

Cc. being only ſufficient for the current intereſt — may ꝓerhaps be 
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lampoon written 500 years ago be prefaced with an obſervation : 
*« that the liberty the good people of England aſſume of railing 
* at their betters is the cuitom of the country, and, perhaps, 
e part of their legacies from their forefathers ?”—It this is the 
cate, methinks we are not in ſo bad a way as ſome people tell 
us, ſince, notwithſtanding this inundation of libellous verſe and 
proſe for half a 1000 years, we arc 1:3] in poſeftion of the beft 
conſtitution: upon earth; and the rent of heention neſs may roll 
on to complete the millennium, and neither “ chaos nor a de- 
e luge come again.” The inference ſeems ſo natural and apt, 
that one might he at a loſs to determine, whether Mr. Piercy 


did not intend that application of his remark upon the Longe- 


vity of licentiouſneſs, if he had not ſet up a very peculiar ſignal 


to direct us in our ſearch of his meaning, viz. an allegorical print: 
Sedition and her crew appear demoliſhing an imperial ſtatue, on 


the pedeſtal of which is engraven, in large characters, MAGNA 
CHARTA, on purpoſe to ſhew, that magiſtracy and liberty 


muſt ſtand and fall together. The proof is, to be ſure, demon- 
tration ; ſuch, indeed, as was never eſſayed before, except by 
8 to prove the exiſtence of God, and by Sir Hudibras in 


is Examination of Bread and Butter. 


But whatever intrinfick merit this proof may have, I cannot 
but think it abſolutely out of place. I mult beg leave to apply 


non erat his Locus, again, to a narrative founded on fact, as 
how Jemmy Dawſon was hanged, like a dog, for nothing in the 
world but doing every thing in his power to put our liberty and 


property under the protection of the king of France, our lives and 
conſciences in the guardianſhip of the Pope. I would aſk the 
he makes the obſervation, that Sir 


. 


papiſts, for which they are 
worth Mr. Piercy's ſecond thoughts. After Jemmy Dawſon quits 


the ſtage (whoſe preſence we could well have ſpared, and who is in- 


from the original appearance in Shenſtone's works) t 


troduced for no other reaſon, than on account of a trifling difference 
* Te ſcene is 
| cloſed with the GHOST of a city-bard, in which character, to ſay 

the truth, he makes his beſt appearance, but he may be ſeen in every 


ſtreet in town, and therefore there was no occafion for it here. 


I am very ſorry, that a perſon of Mr. Piercy's elegant taſte in 


the Belles Lettres ſhould give an opening to the malignant to ſup- 
poſe, that he meant to pay his-court to the great, at the expence 
of honour and underſtanding. For my part, I-conſider them as 


blemiſhes guas incuria fudit; and therefore hope in the next edi- 


tion (which the public will moſt probably have taſte enough to 


call for) to find that he does not confine himſelf only to the praiſe 
of one half of the nation.— I am, Sir, his, and your humble 
W $M 


ſervant, 


— * 


Sold by W. BINGLEY, oppoſite Durham Yard in the Strand. Where likewiſe may be 
had any of the former Numbers, and Complete Sets ſewed in Blue Paper. 
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I H A VE td e occaſion, i in the courſe of this paper, 
to expreſs my apprehenſions, that the arrears of the civil 
liſt were grown altogether enormous; and I have now the ſatis- 
faction, though indeed the melancholy fatisfaction, to find that 


theſe apprehenſions were but too wel founded. The miniſtry 


ment of theig arrears, which, by. confeſſion 
1 0 500,500 And apwards. How this debt came to Be con- 
tracted, is, I am afraid, a ſecret, which will never be revealed, 


as it probably could not, without covering thoſe, by whom it was 


contracted, with infamy and diſgrace, and perhaps expoſing them 


to the moſt imminent danger. But that it ought not to have been 
contracted at all will be evident to any one, who conſiders the 
immenſe ſum allotted for the civil lift, compared with what was 


formerly allowed for this purpoſe. 

Anciently indeed, and till the revolution, there was no fuch 
thing as a civil liſt, ſtrictly ſo called, there being then no diſtinc- 
tion between what was aſſigned for the ſupport of the king's 
houſhold and of the dignity of the crown, and what was appro- 

priated for the public ſervice. In conſequence of this con- 
Fuſed ſtate of the finances, the prince had it in his power to re- 
ſetve as much as he pleaſed for bis own private uſe, and employed 
no more than he thought proper in the ſervice of the nation. 
Hence it was, that, during the reign of the two laſt princes of the 
Stuart-line, the public revenue was conſtantly embezzled, and 


poſes for which they were granted. In order to remedy this 
growing evil, which threatened to be productive of the moſt 
fatal conſequences, a law was made at the time of the Revolution, 
allowing a ſeparate income for the ſupport of the king's houthold 


and the dignity of his crown, and ſubjecting all the reſt of the 


revenue to the controul of parliament. 
It will no doubt, however, ſeem ſomewhat 3 that the 
whole revenue of king Charles II. did not exceed 1200, ooo“. 

fer annum, nor that of king James the Second 1800, ooo. That the 
ürſt of theſe princes, beſides the immenſe ſums he beſtowed upon. 
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have at laſt made a direct application to feng ee for the OCT BEI IAN 


large ſums were frequently ſunk, without being applied to the pur- 
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his miſtreſſes, maintained his queen's court, and his numerous pro- 
geny ; the ſecond ſupported his queen's court, the queen dowager's, 
and the princeſs Anne's family; and both of them defrayed the 
expence of a ſmall army and a numerous navy, and all the other 
neceſſary charges of government : and yet that, after all theſe 
confiderable butgoings from ſo ſmall a revenue, both of them 
retained a ſufficient ſum to bribe a majority in both houſes of 
parliament. What then muſt be the danger ariſing from the preſent 

exorbitant power of the crown, which, beſides the ſum of 800, cool. 

8 annum for the civil liſt alone, and not one farthing of which 
is diverted into any. other national channel, is intruſted with the 
management of about eleven millions more ? Por I have heard it 
_ computed by thoſe who have the beſt opportunities of knowing, 


that the money raiſed upon the people exceeds by one third that 


which is applied to the public ſervice, 
The truth is, the power of the crown is now increaſed to ſuch 


a degree, by the infinite number and intolerable weight of the : 


22 __— 


taxcs, and, as a neceſſary conſequence, by the immenſe number 
of placemen and. penſioners, that it may be ſafely affirmed to be 
much greater in the preſent reign, than ever it was by virtue of 
the prerogative in the reign of the Stuarts; and, if not narrowly 
watched and vigorouſly oppoſed, may prove as fatal to out liber- 


ties: our ruin, indeed, may be more flow and more ſilent; but 
it will, I am afraid, on that very account, be more ſure and 


more certain. What, then, ſhall we think of the modeſty, not 
to ſay the equity, of thoſe miniſters, who, not content with the 


large revenue which the crown already poſſeſſes, would willingly. 


make it larger, uf not by fair and honourable means, yet in a 
ſecret and underhand manner, by running in arrears, and then 


calling upon the oppreſſed and almoſt exhauſted People to make 


£099 the deficiency. +. 


But perhaps I ſhall be told, that this has pere the practice of 
all En glith princes fince ho Revolution: to which I anſwer, 
that 1 William and queen Anne had, neither of them, more 
than Goo, ooo J. per annum for their civil liſt; and that queen 
Anne, only once during her whole reign of thirteen years, ap- 
plied to. parliament for the payment of a debt of 500,0001. 
though 'tis well known, that the contributed more than that 
ſum to the expences of the war, to the building of Blenheim- 


| houſe, and other public uſes. And though king George * 


_ Firſt had 70, ooo l. and king George the Second 800,0001. 


annum for their civil liſt, yet ought it to be conſidered, tat 


both of them had a family of a prince of Wales to maintain, 
and beſides, as was hinted in my laſt paper, they had the ſpeci- 
ous, and perhaps even the juſt plea to urge, that the F 


aſſigned for making good the civil liſt had fallen ſhore of the 
ſums which they were intended to produce. 


But nothing of that kind can now be alledged. And indeed 1 
rell remember it was the general boaſt of the court- ſycophants 


at the commencement of the preſent reign, that we might now 
N 85 to ſee very different days from what we had hitherto ſeen. 
Lone of thoſe little, dirty, knaviſh tricks, which had lately 
Fen practiſed. Every thing was to be open and above-board. 
No pretences, as falſe in fact as they were inſidious in deſign, of 
any deficiency in the civil liſt funds, whilſt there were conſider- 
able exceedings. Let the crown only have 800,0001. per annum 
tor the purpoſes of the civil liſt; and the miniſtry would pledge 
their honour—and who ſhall doubt their honour ?—that the 


op 


; 
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people ſhall never be required to payonefarthingof debt on that ſcore. 
The crown had the money, and what has been the conſequence? 
Why, the people are now required to pay a debt of 00,0001. 
upon that very ſcore. En hac promiſſa fides eff ! Thus have I ſeen 
a juggler with a grave look on one ſide of his face, and an arch 
{mile on the other, hold up his hands, and ſay to the ſpectators, you 
fee, gentlemen, my hands are empty, all fair and open; and 
Whip! in an inſtant your watch is gone. 
How this debt is to be diſcharged is a queſtion that is not ſo 
eaſily ſolved. Some think that a charitable collection throngh 
the whole kingdom would be the moſt eligible method; and as 
the-prefent miniſtry have the happineſs to be fo univerſally be- 
loved, there 1s no doubt but the requiſite ſam would, by this 
means, be very foon raiſed. The freeholders cf Middleſex, in 


particular, would be uncommonly liberal on the occation, con- 


vinced, as they muſt be, that part of the debt was incurred by 
paying Iriſh chairmen to keep the peace at the late election at 
Brentford, Beſides, this method would effectually ſtop the 
mouths of the factious and diſcontented, by ſhewing them, that 
the miniſtry are not afraid to throw themſelves on the affections 
of the people; and, indeed, no miniſtry ſhould ever be ſuffered 
to conduct the affairs of this nation, that is afraid to take ſuch 
a ſtep. „ * J 

Ochers imagine a lottery would be a ſtill better method. But 
is it not hard, becauſe the miniſtry have gamed away five or fix 


hundred thouſand pounds of the public money, that therefore 


the whole nation ſhould be ſet a gaming? Is it not enough chat 
our pockets are picked? Muft we likewiſe have our morals cor- 
rupted? For nothing, ſure, tends more to the corruption of our 
morals, than that univerſal ſpirit of gaming, which a lottery 
never fails to produce. But this, I believe, is the very deſign of 
the miniſtry. They well know, that no people ever loſt their 
liberty, until they had loſt their virtue; and as they ſeem reſolved 
to deprive us of the former, it 1s certainly their buſineſs, in the 
firſt place, to rob us of the latter. And in order the more effectu- 
ally to accompliſh their end, they need only hold out their own 
characters as patterns of imitation to the public; for could they 
once render the general body of the people as profligate and 
abandoned as they are themſelves, their work would be done; we 
ſhould then be ready for receiving that yoke, which our worthy 
rulers have been ſo long preparing for us. | 


A third ſet propoſe, as a more equitable means of diſcharging 


the arrears of the civil liſt, that 3 tax ſhould be impoſed for this 
purpoſe upon penſioners and placemen, as nothing, they ſay, can 
be more reaſonable, than that thoſe who occaſioned, ſhould 
ſupply, the deficiency ; but when I hear of a reſolution of all the 
gamblers and ſharpers in the kingdom to make reſticution to thoſe 
they have defrauded, then, and not till then, ſhall I expect to ice 
ſuch a ſcheme adopted. 1 . 
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Non Numero, fed pondere, Major : 
Pars Sumus ———— SILIUS ITAL. 


S the imputation of faction to all opponents of miniſterial 
A meaſures ſeems to be. the darling topic and triumphant ar- 
gument for ever ventilated from the mouths of placemen and pen- 
fioners, and of all others who pay court to power and adminiſ- 

| tration ; 
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tration; it will be a ſeaſonable ſubject to diſcuſs the nature of 
faction, and to point out what this opprobrious name imports. 
On this point, I have been much ſtruck with the ſentiment of 
the great, the good, and wiſe Dr. Whichcot ; (whoſe equal, in 
the opinion of the noble + author of the Characteriſtics, will not 
eaſily be found, and his ſuperior perhaps no where). It is the 
o4th Aphoriſm among thoſe publiſhed by Dr. Salter, maſter of 
the Charter-Houſe. WA great /a&on is many perſons, yet but 
one party; and that is but one opinion. Such a faction is but one 
man in point of judgment. One free-ſpirited man is, in this par- 
ce tizular,. equal to a whols faction.” This excellent and candid 
writer had his eye upon general councils, and doctrines eſtabliſhed 
by their votes and opinions, when he ſpoke this ; but the aphoriſm 
or maxim is as true, when applica to political or national coun- 
cils and ſenates. 85 

I propoſe, therefore, to make uſe of it as a kind of telt and 
touchſtone, to prove what is the difference and diſtinction be- 
tween a faction in a ſtate or kingdom, and the ſtate or kingdom 
itſelf. And this method of -inquiry may probably diflipate that 
confuſion and intricacy, in which general . are too 
often and deſignedly involved, in order to obſcure and perplex the 
plain truths and principles reſulting from them. The ſtate or 
community is the general body of the people; the government 
conſiſts of a few, or perhaps of one perſon, to whom the charge 
and ſuperintendency of the whole is entruſted. The ruling party 
form the natural guardians and promoters of the public intereſt, 
by their office and delegation to power and dominion, as common 
ſenſe, the inheritance and birth-right of mankind in general, 
never taught millions to conſpire againſt their own ſafety, lives, 
liberty, and property. In this true light of power derived to 
rulers, the people or community can never conſtitute a faction 
againſt the governing part ; but the few or governing part (and 
what kingdom is not governed by a few men, the ſervants of the 
public?) may ſoon degenerate into a faction: and, for private ends 
and perſonal views, may combine againſt the general good of the 
whole body. 

And indeed, according to the uniform experience and teſti- 
mony of hiſtory, the few will always aim at private advantage, 
and facrifice the intereſt and happineſs of millions to their own 
grandeur, riches and power; till at laſt, the general good is no 
longer thought of, nor the people regarded, who alone gave 

them their firſt authority and importance for the great public end 
of the ſafe and free enjoyments of life, liberty and eſtate. How 
clear does this truth 2 appear, from the forms of ariſtocratical and 
deſpotic governments ? It is not probable, that either ſort were 
originally in their preſent form; but they all grew, by gradual 
uſurpations and ſilent encroa achments upon the natural rights of 
the people, to that bulk of greatneſs and ſovereignty they now 
appearin. As then, the ſentiment and judgment of the > community 
can never deviate from the primary and only end of all govern- 
ment, the good and ſafety of the whole, fo this ſentiment can 
never make a faction; for the ſpecific idea and very nature of a 
faction 1s that of a ſmall part, counteracting the ſenſe and under- 
ſtanding of the far greater part of any nation or people. The 
community may be, and too often has been, impoſed upon and 


deluded by deſigning men, who have pretended to eſpouſe its 


+ See lord Shafierbury's preface to a volume of ſel: ct ſermons of Dr, Which: ot. - 
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eauſe; yet millions of fathers, huſbands, maſters of families, 
and proprietors of goods and lands, can never be fo loſt to the 
_ dictates of that good ſenſe which they diſcover upon all in- 
ferior occaſions and affairs of leſs moment, as to ſurrender the 
happineſs and fecurity of themſelves, children and families, to the 
diſcretion or virtue of any man, much leſs to the chanee and 
hazard of good or bad hearts and heads in their gover nors. 
This infatuation never ſeized millions of people, nor even thou- 
ſands; and therefore it is impoſſible for them to conſtitute a fac- 
tion, or to act with deſign and conſent againſt their own welfare. 
The exiſtence of a faction, and the danger of this political evil, 
muſt be looked for from the ſide of the ruling party, which from 
the nature of human ſociety ruſt ever conſiſt of a tew perſons, or 
a very fmall number of the whole body. Yet, though hiftory, 
(which is the criterion and ſchoo) of the actions, paſſions, in- 
tereſts and views of mankind) confirms this repreſentation of 
men and mannets, it may happen, that the governing party. ſhall- 
put on the appearance of acting with the conſent and concur- 
rence of the general body, and yet, upon inquiry, be found only 
a faction, a nority below all calculation, when confronted 2nd+ 
compared with the aggregate ſum of the whoſe people. And 
'-:5 Gelufive appearance is held out to blind, weak and undiſcern-- 
Z g minds, whenever the ſtate is unequally repreſented ; when- 
er the judgment and good ſenſe of millions, of equal capacity; 
property, reputation and integrity, is, or can be, controuled by 
the opinion and will of a few. „„ | 
This caſe is not only probable and poſſible, but exifts in 
every ſtate, where the governing party can influeuce the ma- 
jority of a national council or ſenate, to approve and. con- 
firm all their methods of adminiſtering the commonwealth, 
For, if ſuch a majority conſiſt not of men who repreſent that 

proportion of the kingdom which exceeds the other both in num 
bers and property, and who act as their delegates and ſubſtitutes, 
though it make the far greater number of voices in that ſenate, it 
is only a real minority, a faction, or ſmall part, againſt the ge- 
neral community: it is juſt as much this, in fact, as if the 
villages, or moſt inſignificant towns, ſhould have equal voices, 
and conſequently equal weight, with the moſt populous cities 
and counties, when the number and property of one among theſe 
Taft ſhall be equivalent to an hundred of the former. But ſuch 
abſurd diſproportion takes place, when the votes from the depu- 
ties of ſuch parts of any kingdom carry as much authority and 
deciſion in public meaſures. And though a majority of voices, 


founded on this ftupid unequality, muſt, in common ſenſe and 


reaſon, be infinitely the minority, and, as ſuch, be juftly entitled 
to the odious name of a faction, it would aſſume the air and im- 
portance of a real majority, and act with as much magiſterial 
power, as if the numbers and property of the greateſt part of the 
nation were on their ſide. Nay, it would proceed ſo far as to 
filence, or diſgrace, all oppoſition, by throwing the charge of 
faction upon the adverſe party, though that really be the ma- 
jority, both in the numbers and property of the people they re- 
preſent. And this greater evil would follow fuch a pretended 
majority, that, although it were, to all intents, 'a faction, it 
would put on the maſk of a national council, when it could only 
be the council of a few of the governing part at moſt. In ſuch a 
ſtate of things, the voice of one os two free-ſpirited men would 
coverbalance 


7 : _— . 
— a K. — * — — * — — par —— — W 2 — 4; 
— — = r ———— 2 = . 
—— - 2 - 
> — = - — AO ys Oy — — — — — 
— 6 ⁵“HQA— — — —— 2 - — 
- : . — — : . 
— * — 


534 Tus NOR T- HB R'ÞT; © Ne; No. 95. 
overbalance the greateſt number of the others : for, notwith- 
ftanding they were many perſons, their judgment would only be 
that of one or tu leading ſervants on the fide of government; 
they would at beſt be the ecchoes of the wiſdom or ignorance of 
a prime miniſter, who ſhould dictate to them what they muſt 
implicitly approve and ſupport. | 

Nay, if this faction ſhould gain ſuch a ſuperiority, as there 
ſhould remain but one man of an independent {ſpirit in the whole 
ſenate, his opinion would juſtly challenge more attention, and. 
claim more regard from the community, than the united ſuffrages 
of all the reſt. Their number could only form a larger faction ;. 

their mouths could only ſerve as ſo many trumpets to found- 
abroad the opinion of one or two conductors (the oligarchy.of all 

governments) and they themſelves could be conſidered | in no other 

light, than as ſervants bound to obey the mandates of their 
maſters. Yet, in ſuch a ſituation of affairs, one, two, or 
twenty men, who ſhould oppoſe their meaſures, would be ſtig- 
matized as factious and turbulent demagogues, as ſowers of ſedi- 
tion and diſcord in the kingdom; when, in truth and juſtice, ſuch 
deſerve the higheſt honour and confidence of the whole people. 

I. will not fay, that it ſhall ever happen i in political matters, as it. 
often has happened in general councils for religious points, that 
only one or two, or a very few at moſt, have had virtue and in- 
trepidity enough to diſſent from, and oppoſe meaſures adopted 
by hundreds of dependent and ſervile diſpoſitions, : and to bear with 
firmneſs thereproach and obloquyof being called contumacious and 
factious diſturbers of public peace and authority; yet ſuch a caie_ 
may happen; and if corruption goes on much farther by places 
and penſions, it will ſoon ſhew itſelf among us. Such a ſtate of 
affairs. would be without remedy on the ſide of the people, that 
is, millions would have no power to remove the burthens and 
grievances which a part, a faction, had laid upon their backs. In 
ſuch a melancholy fituation, every honeſt man would regard the: 
national council as a ſhadow, as the will and wiſdom, or the 
ignorance and inexperience of one or two principal agents; as an 
aſſemblage of men, not to give advice, but to approve. and au- 0 
thorize the meaſures before adopted by their maſters. 

The ſenſible and virtuous part of the people would conſider 
the prime miniſter, as they would the Pope preſiding in a general 
council, and ſitting there to give out the decrees, canons and laws 
of his own perſonal infallibility and ſupremacy to the ſycophants 
and creatures of his own power, to cardinals, archbiſhops, 
biſhops, abbots, &c. and not attending there to receive the 
council of men as wiſe, good, and experienced as himſelf. All 
that ſuch a council could do, though affecting to repreſent the 
voice and wiſdom of the nation, ought to be regarded as 
the opinion and legiſlation of one man; and that man, in all 
probability, the moſt capricious, fallible, and ſelf- intereſted of 
the whole faction. For a faction ſuch an aſſembly would be; 
and the title of faction might be juſtly wrote over the door of 
their place of meeting, though the doctrine of the times ſhould 
happen to be this, That Truth itſelfſhall be deemed the greateſt libel, 


and be proſecuted by ſome Inquiſitor-general of the ſtate, ex icio. 
Hampſtead, Feb. 15, 
1769. ANDREW MARVEL. 


Sold by W. BINGLEY, oppoſite Durham Yard in the Strand. Where likewiſe may be 
had, my of the former Numbers, and Complete Sets ſewed in blue Taper | 
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| WHILST every art is | induſtriouſly enfployed to clude the execution of the 


mp 


laws, and to ſcreen notorious and condemned murderers, we hope the follow- 
ing temarks upon Mr. Clark's Caſe will not prove unacceptable to the reader, 


To. JOHN WILKES and JOHN GLYNN, kür- 
GENIE MN, 


HE. circumſtances of the affir, which render th lowing. examina- 
tion neceſſary, render alſo the dedication of it to you peculiarly proper. 
4 2 ſupport you have: given, and I hope will continue to give, our ſuffering con- 


ſtitution and violated. rights; ey teſtimony of eſteem your due. 


the injuries offercd to our liberties, the A of the Sth * December at 
| Brentford, was ſurely not the leaſt atrocious. The late attempt made to ſcreen. 


the condemned perpetrators of that horrid deed, though weak and contemptible,, 
may ſerve to ſhew us, how deſperate and deſpicable they are who keek for 
refuge in ſuch wretched artifices. 


I 0 do the public juſtice, by taking fa thoſe who would oppreſs it even 
this reſource, is the Object of the following pages. 
The preſervation of our lives and liberties, calls aloud for public puniſhment | 


on thoſe who are, or /hall be found guilty of perpetrating, or abetting that in- 


human tranſaction. If they who have committed an outrage ſo dangerous to 
the ſafety of their fellow- ſubjets, ſo mortal to every thing that is dear or ſacred 

to men and freemen, be protected by power, or ſcreened by artifice from the 
puniſhment they merit; who ſhall act with freedom, who ſhall walk 1 in Ny. | 


hereaiter? 
The crime is as new, as it is dangerous and daring. Never was there an of. 


fence, in which the exemplary terror of the law was more neceſſary to the pub · 


lic ſafety. Never was tliere an offence, in which the tender hand of mercy was 
more etlectually tied up. It ſtabs the very vitals of our conſtitutional freedom, 


ſecurity, and happineſs; and mercy to the individuals would be a mortal blow 


to the public. It cannot be expiated; it may be prevented. The ſeverity of the 
law, if it effects this, will be the ſafety of the people. | 

As your conduct, gentlemen, cannot bur obtain the applauſe of all who are 
friends to our happy conſtitution; ſo I hope you will receive univerſal ſupport 


8 in vindicating its invaded rights. 


With that zeal, which the cauſe of liberty ought ever to i and that efteem 
For you, to which they who generouſly aſſert it, are always entitled, 


I am, GE 
2 our ng hunble en ven fir 0 ant, 


Tax. AUTHOR, 
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2B XAMINATTON into à late Opinion concerning the Death of Mr. Clark , 


with Opinions end Caſes from the beſt Authars, touching the Judgment to be formed 


of Wounds of the Head. 


. --CoxncerninG-the:death of Mr. Clark, the-fafts which appear from the teſti. 
mony of witneſſes on the tryal, are as follow.: Sd 7 
That he was a ſober young man, in good health, when, on the 8th day of 
December 1768, he received a blow on his head from a ſtick, which made a 
contuſed wound, from which there was a conſiderable effuſion of blood. That, 
having fled to a, place of ſafety, he began, to complain of pain in his head, Joſt 
his ſpirits and appetite, in a few days took to his bed, and cn the 14th, that is, 
in fix days after receiving the blow, he died. Mr. Foot, a ſurgeon called in to 
examine the body, depoſes, that, upon examination, and diſſection, he found 
the external-teguments of the head wounded, contuſed, and inflamed, the ſkull 
or cranium not fiſſured or. fractured, the membrane-called dura mater inflamed, 
and under it a quantity of extravaſated blood; that called pia mater alſo much 
inflamed and ruptured; the brain itſelf not apparently injured. "Eo 


4 


— 


Mr. Clark's death. c 5 8 3 
Common ſenſe, unembarraſſed by the ſplendour of court-ſunfhine, would, I 
preſume, direct every man to form the ſame judgement. No one could heſitate 
to impute the death of a man to a blow, in conſequence of which, without any 
. other apparent cauſe, a perſon in good health-ſ1oid ſoon ficken and fhortly die. 


unanimouſly concurred in ſentiment with Mr. Foot. But we have lately ſeen 


opinion; and they, unanimouſly, it is ſaid, agree, that Mr. Clark's death was 
not owing to the blow he received. This, as was intended, will doubtleſs ſtagger 
many, who, however deſirous they may be of ſeeing the moſt atrocious crime of 


moſt juſt ground. To relieve the doubts of theſe, and to ſatisfy every one 
concerning this matter, I have taken the pains to collect and lay before them 


priety the opinion of Mr. Foot is queſtioned. 


in this affair, by any motives of ſelf-intereſt, nor of being model- led to the views 


ſerving opinions, and will therefore, I hope, be the more weighty and ac cept- 
VVV 1 5 8 gs „„ 

Hippocrates, the father of medicine, whoſe obſorvations have been generall 

verified by all ſucceeding experience, determines thoſe wounds of the head to be 
moſt dangerous which are made with a blunt weapon, He obſerves, that if 
in ſuch wounds a fever happens on the 4th, 7th, or ith day, it is furely fatal. 
It is favourable, ſays he, when neither accompanied with fever, loſs of blood, 


| _ inflammation, or pain, or if theſe happen in the beginning only, and are ſoon re- 


moved. 1 a | | 
The reverſe of theſe we muſt conclude to be unfavourable: and ſuch was the 
caſe of the unhappy Mr. Clark, who loſt immediately much blood, complained 
of pain as ſoon as the commotion of his flight would ſuffer him, took to his bed 
about the fourth day, when probably he became feveriſn, having both the external 
and internal parts of his head inflamed, and theſe ſymptoms continued to his 
death. We may add to theſe, that feeling which, though he could not well 


expreſs it, ſatisefid him that the blow occaſioned his death. He wiſhed he had 


never been at Brentford ; the blow he received there, he believed, would be his 
That wounds in general of the head are dangerous, is a fact of which all me- 


dical and ſurgical writers on the ſubject admpnith us; and it is verified by innu- 
merable obſervations. It appears, ſays the learned Van Swieten, from the 


whole hiſtory of wounds of the head, that ſuch as were apparently very ſlight 
have proved fatal. There are many different parts, of fleſh, bone, and mem- 
brane, between the ſkin and the brain; the more of theſe are injured by the blow, 


the 


Upon theſe grounds he gives it as his opinion, that the blow yas the cauſe gf 


Such is the caſe before us; in which. three. juries, and I believe, the public, have 


the court of aſſiſtants at Surgeon's-Hall, called upon, by authority, to give their 


attempting to violate the ſacred freedom of election puniſhed with exemplary 
- ſeverity, would not wiſh to urge the fate even of wicked men, but upon the 


the opinions of the beſt medical and ſurgical authors on this ſubject, with | 
caſes in point, from which everyone will be enabled to judge With what pro- 
The opinions I ſhall here adduce, cannot be ſuſpected of being influenced, 


of certain perſonages, ſo as to be of queſtionable authority They are not time- 
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the more dangerous it is. The leaſt dangerous indeed are thoſe wounds which 
affect the integuments only; but even theſe are ſometimes attended with the 
worſt conſequences. Although, ſays Boerhaave, they ſeem trifling, yet from 
the contiguity of muſcles, tendons, ſutures, perioſteum, bones, nerves, veſſels, 
and brain, they become dangerous, and eſpecially if accompanied by contuſion. 
It is evident, ſays Van Swieten, that prudent ſurgeons ought to be very ſuſpici- 
. ous of wounds on the head which are attended with contufron. . 
I will venture to ſay, that any phyſician or ſurgeon, from ſeeing the externa 
large, contuſed, and inflamed wound on Mr. Clark's head, made by a blow 
which appears to have beat him down, and hearing that ſoon after he complained 
of his head, ſickened and died, muſt have given it as his opinion, that the blow 
was the cauſe of his death. His opinion would have been warranted by anato- 
mical knoweldge, and by innumerable ſurgical obſervations. It will not be ne- 
ceſſary to recite here more than a few of theſe for the unſkilful reader's ſatisfac- 
tion: no perſon acquainted with anatomy or ſurgery will diſpute the aſſertion. 
FHeiſter, a man of great authority, obſerves, that in thoſe wounds of the head 
which do not penetrate the ſkull, and are made by a ſlight ſtroke, or fall, or by a 
blunt weapon; ſome ſmall veins or arteries are ſometimes burſted inſide of the 


head, which pouring out blood on the brain produce bad ſymptoms and ſpeedy 


death. From the communication between the external and internal parts of the 
head, it may happen, ſays the learned Platner, that if the external membrane or 


covering of the head be ſtruck, though the bone is uninjured, yet the dura mater 


may be violently and dangerouſly-inflamed. Pigray, a ſurgeon of great ex- 
- perience, obſerves, that he has ſeem a great many wounds of the head, in which 
no ſevere ſymptoms happened, yet they occaſioned death; and this eſpecially 
-when a fever enſued about the third day. . 


Mr. Pott warns us, that, as there is, and muſt be, a conſtant communication 


by means of blood veſſels, between all parts without and within the head, it will 
appear that injuries done to this part, though ſeemingly, and at firſt fight, flight 
and trivial, may ſometimes prove of the greateſt conſequencde. . 

I will not accumulate opinions on this matter; no writer on the ſubject can 
be conſulted, who will not give authority to what I have ſaid. But, as it may be 


more ſatisfactory to many readers to have ſome caſes in illuſtration of it, I ſhall 


relate a few out of the abundance that is to be found in Bonetus, Morgagni, 
Pott, and others. „ „„ = „ 
Cask 1. A young man received a very flight blow on the head, from a light 
willow ſtick,. and died on the eleventh day. Where the weapon ſtruck him, the 
bone appeared of a blewiſh colour, and matter was found within the fkull, be- 
ʒtween it and the dura mater, under the wounded part.— It is proper to obſerve 
that matter is an infallible ſign of preceding inflammation; though this may, 
zand does often, occaſion death before the matter is formed. | 8 
Cask 2. A ſoldier, kicked on the head by a horſe, was ſick- for nine weeks, 
with ſome intervals of apparent recovery, and then died. On difſection, not the 
leaſt crack could be diſcovered in the ſkull, nor any appearance of depreſſion in 


the bones; but under the. part ſtruck, the, ſubſtance of the brain, for ſome 


depth, was like a rotten apple, and the ꝓia mater was ſome what corrupted. 

.  Case 3. A perſon ſtruck on the head with a blunt weapon, after ſome time 
died. The dura mater oppolite to the blow was found putrid, the ſubſtance of 
the brain corrupted ; every thing on the other ſide in a found ſtate, and the ſkull 


- On 


itſelf perfectly entire and. uninjured. Ee 3 
Cask. 4. A man falling, ſtruck his head, and fometime after died. Bein 
opened, the ſkull was unhurt, but the membranes of the brain, and the brain 

itſelf, were corrupted. 


Cask 5. A woman loſt her life on the 11th day, from a blow on the head 


with an iron peſtle; and though the ſkull was unhurt, yet matter was found 


between it and the dure mater, which was alſo in a corrupt ſtate. 

CasE 6. An old man, in liquor, received a wound from a ſtone on the 
.hind part of his head, which neither made him fall nor vomit: he died of it in 
about 20 days; the ſkull and dura mater were found a little thickened; the pia 
mater had om its ſurface, under the part that was ſtruck, a little jelly- like matter 
.corrupted, and: very offenſive the brain under it began to be corrupted. 

CASE 7, Wiſeman relates that a young man, by reaſon of a blow on his fore- 
head with a cudgel, took his bed and became delirious, a:ſopor followed, and 


after 


& *. 


wy 
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After ſorne days, he died. We took off the ſkull and dura mater, and found but 
litt e blood extravaſated, the pia mater as little altered. It appears from this, 


and there are many other inſtances to the ſame purpoſe, chat even diſſection will 
ſometimes ſhew but Bight appearances of injury from wounds of the head, which 


yet have proges. mortal, 


Casz 8. One more caſe, and that from Mr. Pott, is all I ſhall now recite to 


prove the fatal effect of a wound on the head, not apparently fevere, but which 


all the art of this ſkilful ſurgeon could not remedy. A poor fellow croſſing 
Tower-kill, got, before he was aware of it, into a mob, that was endeavouring 


to reſcue a ſailor from a preſs-gang. The man was knocked down; when the 
.croud diſperſed, he was found ſenſeleſs, and in that ſtate was brought to the hoſ- 
pital, where he was immediately let blood and put to bed. In an hour or two ke 
was ſo recovered as to be able to give the preceding account. The next day he 
: appeared to be perfectly well, nor did any mark of violence appear on his head, 


except one ſmall bruiſe, and that ſo flight, that it might with more probability 
be attributed to the fall, than the blow, However, as he was politive that he 


had been knocked down, by a very ſmart blow, from a heavy weapon, &c. the 
| ſurgeon bled him again, and ordered him to be kept in bed, and to a very low 
diet. At the end of three days, the man found himſelf fo well as to leave the 
N hoſpital, and go to work. On the 12th day, from the accident, he came to 
my ſurgery, and complained of being much out of order, ſaid his head was very 
uneaſy; that he was hot and thirſty, and at times fo faint, that he could not 


purſue his labour. He looked ill, aſſured me he had lived very ſoberly from 
the time of his leaving the hoſpital, and that he had been in his preſent ſtate 
for three days paſt. © 1 took him,” ſays Mr. Pott,“ into the houſe, bled him, 


&c.“ Without fatiguing the reader with a minute detail of this caſe, tis ſuffl 


cient to. ſay, that he continued under Mr. Pott's care, till he died, on the 17th 


day from his firſt coming into the hoſpital. Upon examination he found neither 


inflammation nor tumour of any kind, on any part of the head, but that which 
had been truck. Under that part, within the head, a very conſiderable collec- 
tion of matter was found, lying between the dura mater and cranium or Kull ; 


but no appearance of diſeaſe any where elſc. 
I muſt obſerve a little upon this caſe; Mr. Pott gives it us as an nfance of 


the fatal effect of a blow on the head. It is evident that the degree of inflam- 
mation produced by it, was not near ſo great in this caſe, as in that of Mr. Clark; 


yet all his art could not prevent it from coming to the fatal iffue of ſuppurating 


or producing matter. As the inflammation was ſo much greater, ſo much more 
extenſive, and one of the coverings of the brain ruptured in the caſe of Mr. Clark, 


he died before it came to ſuppuration, which every ſurgeon knows is the ufual 
_ conſequence of a great degree of inflammation. Should Mr. Pott be of opinion, 
that, in his patient, the blow occaſioned death, and in Mr. Clark did not, it 


muſt ; appear extremely ſtrange; ſhould he ſay the wound might with certainty 


have been prevented from being mortal, this caſe would put us ſomewhat in 


doubt. And what will {till render it more queſtionable is, that of 27 patients 


wounded on the head without any fracture of the ſkull, 17 died, under the im 


mediate care of this very eminent ſurgeon. 
The principal injuries which the internal parts. of Mr. Clark's head 3 to 


have ſuſtained from the blow he received, were, 1ſt, The inflammation of the 
Hirſt covering called dura mater; 2d, Extravaſatiogs of blood; 3d, The inflam- 


mation and rupture of the ſecond covering or pia mater. 


Either of theſe might be deemed ſufßcient to occaſion death; for there are 
caſes wherein no other injury appeared upon diſſection; and yet the accident was. 
mortal ; and this too without that kind of injury to the brain itſelf, which ſur- 


geons denominate concuſſion; and which, though it prove fatal, makes ellen no 


alteration in the appearance of the brain. 


Wiſeman, a celebrated ſurgeon of our own country, has obſerved, that 


the pia mater is a moſt delicate fine membrane, and adheres ſo cloſely to the 


brain, that it can ſcarcely be hurt without a wound in the brain itſelf ; which is 


for the moſt part mortal. It is true, the uſual ſymptoms which immediately 


attend injuries of the brain itſelf did not appear in Mr. Clark; but experienced 
furgeons well know, and many cafes recorded in books prove, that ſuch ſymptoms 
are by no means inſeparable from mortal injuries of the brain itſelf, A convic- 
tion of this from reading all the hiſtories of wounds of the head made the learned 

Van 


O 
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Van Swieten fay, © Tt mult be confeſſed that ſometimes the moſt dangerous 
wounds of the heed penetrating into the very ſubſtance of the brain, are not 
Immediately attended with very bad ſymptoms.” And Wiſeman relates the 
caſe of a ſoldier, who in a rencounter was ſo deſperately wounded, that ſome 
of his brain came out; yet there were not for ſome time any bad ſymproms, nor 
did the ſoldier eomplain. | | ET. 

It may, with the greateſt reaſon, be ſuppoſed, that the pia mater being torn, 
muſt have injured the brain ſo as to render the blow more ſurely mortal; 
though not to produce the violent ſymptoms of concuſſion: 


The following cafe ſo nearly reſ:mbles that under our conſideration, that it 


deſerves the molt particular attention. 


A young lady of quality, after being heated with dancing, ſtruck her head 
..againlt a poſt, and hurt it fo ſlightly that the ſkin was ſcarce raſed. As ſhe 


felt neither pain nor inflammation. from it, the wound, or rather bruiſe, was 


intirely neglected for two days. On the third day, it began to give her pain, 


wheretore a barber being called, and having ſhaved off the hair, finding no hurt, 
made light of it. But, on the fourth day, the lady was ſeized with a flight 
fever, and a heavineſs in her head. J,“ fays the learned author, © being 
called in, on the fixth day found her out of her ſenſes, her face and eyes red, 
and her tongue dry. The next day ſhe died. Her head being opened, ſome 


blood was found collected under the {kull, and both the coverings of the brain 


were inflamed. The ſkull was entirely uninjured.” ; 

The author from whom I have taken this, relates it as an inſtance of a mortal 
blow on the head, nor do I believe it ever entered into any man's imagination to 
ſuſpect any other cauſe of the lady's death, or to impute it to the fever which 
followed, independent of the blow. The injuries received by the internal paris 
of the head, from that blow, were in every reſpe& ſimilar to thole which Mr. 


Clark fuffered, except that in him, the pia mater being rent, rendered it 


more dangerous. She accordinely ſickned and died, very exactly as he did. 
Whether, indeed, his ſymptoms, near his death, were preciſely the ſame, I do not 
yer know; nor 1s at all material in determining our judgment, fince there 

is often a variety in the ſymptoms, though the iſſue is equally mortal. 
[ have thus laid before the public, ſuch an account of this matter, as I think 


will be very ſufficient to convince every reader, that in this caſe of Mr. Clark, 


the cauſe was adequate to the effect; that is, the blow he received was ſuffi- 
cient to occaſion his death. We have ſeen, that blows much ſlighter, have 


proved mortal; that injuries of the head very ſimilar, have, in a ſimilar manner, 
produced inevitable death. Surely then, we may, with all human certainty, 
determine, with Mr. Foot, that the blow Mr. Clark received at Brentfordwas 


the cauſe of his death. . 
As yet, the Court of Aſſiſtants have given us their opinion only; when they 


are pleaſed to favor us with all their reaſons, for that opinion, they ſhall receive 


an anſwer. Extraordinary, no doubt, muſt have been thoſe reaſons, which made 
them form an opinion. ſo repugnant to the ordinary courſe of nature. Ir 1s but 
juſt to ſuppoſe, that the uncommon manner in which the opinion was 


required, was attended with weighty reaſons, which the corruptneſs of the 


times makes it unneceſſary to mention. „5 5 
It is now but too plain, who were the abettors of that horrid outrage at 


Brentford, by which the innocent Mr. Clark unqueſtionably loſt his life. K 


is, I ſuppoſe, deemed a fort of duty (for the worſt of men have their ideas of 


duty) to fave their infamous inſtruments from the puniſhment they merit, and 
to which the laws have condemned them. Be this as it will, the event may teach 


us how very neceſſary it is that we ſhould take care of ourſelves, when ſo little 


regard is paid either to our liberties or lives elſewhere. Already have we ſeen 
the hand of tyranny ſtretched over America; and it is now uplifted to cruſh 


ourſelves. - 555 
N. B. The court of aſſiſtants conſiſts of twenty- one ſurgeons; of theſe ten 
are appointed matter, wardens, and examiners z. to the latter the queſtion con- 
cerning Mr. Clark's death, was ſubmitted ; had it been laid before the court of 
aſſiſtants, I believe, upon good ground, it would have met with a very different 
aniwer, | 0 5; | EO 
The examiners are as follow: Mr. Hawkins, ſerjeant ſurgeon ; Mr. Ranby, 
ſerjeant ſurgeon ; Mr, Bromfield, ſerjeant ſurgeon ; Mr. Middleton, ſerjeant 
ſurgeon, and ſurgeon general ; Mr. Bromfield, ſurgeon to the Princeſs N 
SIP 1r. 
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Mr. Adair, government ſurgeon at Minorca, &c, Mr. Pott, Mr. Cowell, Mr. 


Crane, Mr. Fullager ; Mr. Younge. 
The bn cf will perceive that five of the ten were e placemen, which may ſuggeſt 
on of appealing to them, inſtead of the Court of Aſliſtants. 
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To "the Aurhox of the NORTH BRIT 0 N. 
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SIN 
1 beg you'd print the fellowing Queries. Yours, &c. BF 16. 


F Mr. Clarke did not, after his returning from Brentford, and but A little before his 
death, grow delirious, and bite, tear, &c, the ſheets with his teeth) 

" If this was not depoſed to before the coroner ? 

If Mr. Starling was not examined before the coroner ? 

Tf he did not there, and on ſome other occaſion, declare 1 it as his opinion, that the wound 
was the cauſe of Mr. Clark's death ? 

If Mr. Bromfield examined the wound ? 

If he could examine it with any attention, or give any proper directions as to relieving 


2», «the deceaſed, when Mr. F oot, after the death of the deceaſed, found the hair of his head 
. full of: ſand 8 


If- Mr. Bromfield did not refuſe to have any thing to do with the deceaſed, becauſe it 


| 25 8 n be an Old Baily affair 9 
If that is a fact, then, whether it does not ſhew Mr. Bromfield was of opinion, that the 


wound would be the cauſe of Mr. Clark's death ? 
If the deceaſed was in perfect health at Brentford, before receiving the wound, as 
expreſsly depoſed to by Mr. William Beale (who is a freeholder of very conſiderable 


property) and by Mr. Richard Beale, a frecholder, and deceaſed declared his own opinion, 


that the wound would be his death, and he died a few n alter, . but the wound, 


could be the cauſe of his death? _ | 
If the opinions of ten or eleven men, not cn oath, calcd together! in a very Arrange and 


e 8810 is to contradict the verdicts of three j e who are on oath ? 


. 


wo the e Clary, and Preetelders of the County US Middicſe, 


GENTLEME N, 
FTER the ſenſe of the County had ſo lately appeared i in the cleareſt manner by my 


unanimous re-election, I did not expect that any gentleman could have been 
found. to oppoſe me, ſtill leſs in ſo unfair a way as by a declaration not many hours 
previous to the Poll. The Advertiſement of Mr. Char 

is ſtolen upon us only this morning, altho' the day of election has been fixed near a month. 
This plan of trick and ſurprize has been however concerting for ſome weeks in a clandeſtine 
and dark manner with the enemies of your freedom and independency. The meanneſs 


and artifice of this ungenerous attack is to be ranked among the various miniſterial meaſures 


employed to fet aſide the man of your free choice, but your firmneſs and ſpirit have 
rendered vain and fruitleſs all the contrivances of low cunning, and the efforts of weak 


malice. My opponent Cceclares under his hand, that he had been ſolicited by ſome reſpectable 
Freeholders if tho County of Middleſex to offer limſelf as a Candidate to repreſent them in Par- 


liament on account of the preſent vacancy, but in fact no Frecholder could be prevailed 
upon even to put him in nomination. The noble ſtand you have made this day in a 
cauſe, which is cemmcn to every elector of Great Britain, will be remembered with 
gratituce by our lateſt poſterity. My perſonal obligations to you, Gentlemen, for your 
generous ſupport on this occaſion I can never ſorget, but as an Engliſhman the greatneſs 
of your conduct in ſo important and trying an inſlance affects me till more ſenſi ibly, for 
vou have gloriouſly aſſerted the clear rights of every freeholder in the iſland, which a 
deſpotic Miniſtry had openly invaded. 


The manly ſpirit you have exerted this day in direct oppoſition to every art and intrigue 
of a coriupt adminiſtration, cannot fail of making a ſtrong impreſhon upon a ſet of men, 


-who ſeek the ruin of public liberty. They have ong loſt fg ſight of all national good, but 


they may now potibly refrain from furt or acts of deſpotiſm, and if we enjoy the noble 


. Ar of our country confirmed by the Great Charter and the Bill of Rights, particu- 
arly thoſe reſpect ing the freedom of elections, ſecured to us by the wiſdom No valour of 


our anceſtors, we ſhall owe our happineſs to the zeal and vigour, with which you, 


Gentlemen, and the other independent electors of this kingdom have ſupported theſe 


original and primary rights of Engliſhmen, Whatever be the conſequences of this day's 
proceedings, you have the latisfaction of wang, borne your teſtimony to the juſt claims of 
every Frecholder, and the beſt rights of our inheritance. The nation will in this age do 
Juſtice to your merit; but your reward will not have an end with the preſent times ; your 
names and memories will become dear and venerable to all ſuture ages, 
I am, GENTLEMEN, 

6” rs With much reſpect and gratitude, | 

King's Bench Priſon. Your affectionate, and faithful humble ſervant, 
2 March 16, 1769. | ] OHN WI L K E S. 
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AT a time when our moſt valuable privileges, Fa cha of 1 our 
own repreſentatives in parliament, are invaded i in the moſt open and barefaced 
manner, by a ſet of arbitrary and deſpotic miniſters, we thought we could not 

reſent our readers with any thing more immediately uſeful, than the followins 
extract from the Frecholder' s Political Catechiſm; a little piece written, about 
the year 1733, by the late Earl of Bath, then William Pultney, efq. ang 


containing à ſhort but judicious W of the duty, as well as rights, 3 
every Englifh Freeholder, © 5" FY 
Extratt from the PREE 10 LDE R's PoLtTICAL Carzculon, 
HO. are e 


2 0 * Aud. 1 am T. M. ry  feehokder of Great Britain. | 
Q What privilege enjoyeſt thou by being a frecholder of Great Britain Bs 
A. By being a frecholder of Great Brizain, Lam a greater man in my civil 

capacity, than the greateſt 1920 of Bay arbitrary. prince ; becauſe I am 80. N 

werned by laws, to which 1 aer ent; and my life, liberty, and goods Wil i 

cannot be taken from me, job Accor g to thoſe laws. Tam a freeman. g Fl 
Q. Who gave thee this liberty ? LU 1 
A. No man gave it me. I. iberty is . right of every W creature. | 

He is born to che exereiſe of k, 25 on as he has attaincd to that of kis reaſon”; I 

but that my liberty is preſerved to me, when Toft to a great part of mankind, _ e 
is owing under God to che wiſdom and valour of my anceſtors, freoholders of Wit 


| 
this realm. | 100 
Q. Whereio does this liberty which thou enjoyeſt, conſiſt? Ro 160 
A In laws made by the oak Fe of the people, and the due execution of thoſe - FLING: 
laws. I am free not from the law, but by the law. WAY 
Q. Wilt thou ſtand faſt in this Aidertys whercunto thou art born and entitled 74 i 
by the laws of thy country ? 
A. Yes verily, by God's grace, f will; and I thank his good providence that HTM 
1 am born a member of a community governed by laws, Sd not by arbitrary il 
* N 
What doſt thou think incumbent upon thee, to ſecure this bleſſing to thy- _ 
"Jett and poſterity? | 0 
A. As I am a freeholder, I think it incumbent upon me to believe aright 1 
concerning the fundamental articles of the government, to which I am 3 
to write, ſpeak, and act on all occaſions conformably to this orthodox faith ; 
_ oppoſe, with all the powers of my body and mind, ſuch as are enemies of W 
conſtitution, together with all their ſecret and open abettors, and to be 
— to the king, the ſupreme magiſtrate of the ſociety. 
Rehcarſe unto me the articles of thy political creed? 
K. 1 believe that the ſupreme, or legiflative power of this realm reſides in the 
| king, lords and commons: that his majeſty king George the jecond 1s ſovereign, 
mg executor of the law; to whom, upon chat account, all loyalty Is 
duc; that each of the three n of the legiſlature are endawed with their par- 
. ticular rights and offices; that the king, by his royal prerogative, has the power 
of determining and appointing the time and place of the meeting of parliaments; 
that the conſent of ting, lords and commons, is neceſſary to the being of @ ia, and all 
| the three make but one lawgiver; that as to the freedom of conſcnt in making 
of laws, thoſe three powers are independent, and that each and all the three are 
beund to obſerve the laws that are made. 
. Why 1s the legiſlative power ſupreme ? 
, Becauſe what gives law to all, . muſt. be ſupreme. 


What 


2. What cs thou by pal to the EP * 

A. I have heard that 4% iemiics lato; and loyalty obedience according to law 
berger he who pays this obedience, is a loyal ſubject: and he who executes the 
king's commands, when contrary to law; is diſloyal and a traitor. 

. Is it not a maxim in the law, that the king can do no wrong? 7 

A. It is; for ſince kings do not act immediately by themſelves, but immedi. 
ately by their officers, and J inferior magiſtrates; the wiſdom of the law provides 
Cuficiently ainſt any undue exerciſe of their power, by charging all illegal acts, 
and all Ld, of male-adminiſtration upon their miniſters ; by the great regard 
which is paid to the king by this maxim, laying him under an indjputab obligation, 
nol to ſkreen his miniſters from public juſtice, or public enquiry. 

What doſt thou mean by the royal prerogative ? 

A. A diſcretionary power in the king to act for the good of the people, where 
the laws are ſilent, never contrary to law, and always ſubject to the limitations of 
the law. | 
Q. Is not then che king above the laws? 

A. By no means; for the intention of government being the fecurity of the 
lives, liberties and properties of the members of the community, they never 

can be ſuppoſed, by the law of nature, to give an arbitrary power over their per- 
ſons and eſtates. King is a title, which, tranſlated into ſeveral languages, ſigni- 
fies a magiſtrate with as many different degrees of power, as there are kingdoms 
in the world; and he can have no power but what is given him by law; yea, even 
the ſupreme, or legifiative. Power is bound, by the rnles of equity, to govers: by laws 
enafed, and publiſhed in due form: for what is not legal is arbitrary. | 
How comes it that thoſe, who endeavour to deſtroy the authority 26 in- 
dependence of any of the branches of the legiſlature, ſubvert the conſtitution ? 

A. By the fundamental laws of the conſtitution, the free conſent and mutual 
concurrence of the three members is neceſſary to the making of a law: therefore 
if the conſent of any of tut turre is wilfully omitted or obtained by terror or corruption, 
the legiſlature is violated; and inſtead of three there may be really ww erally : 
| but one branch of the legiſlature. LS 
Q. Cant thou illuſtrate this by an exinple? : 

A. The royal authority, and that of the houſe of peers, were bork U deflroyed 
by the houſe of commons, and by a ſmall part of that, in the late civil war; fo 

that the very form of government was annihilated. . 
Q. Can you give me an inſtance, where the form of government may be kept, 

; and yet the conſtitution deſtroyed?  - ] 

As. Yes. The forms of the free government of Rome were preſerved under 
the arbitrary government of the emperors. There was a ſenate, conſuls, and tri- 


bunes of the people; as one might ſay king, lords and commons; ard yet the 


government under the emperors was always deſpotic, and often tyrannical-; and 
indeed the worſt of all governments is tyranny ſanttified by the appearance of lam. 
By what means fell that great people into this ſtate of ſlavery ? | 
A. 1 have read the Roman hiſtory, and oy what I can judge, it was by Faction, 
corruption, and ſtanding armies. 12 
Q. All thoſe things might happen to Romans; but did ever any Parliament 
of this nation give up the liberty of the people ? 
A. Yes. A packed parliament, in Richard the Second's time, eſtabliſhed by a 
law the king's arbitrary power, and with leave to name a commilion with parlia- 
mentary authority. Parliaments in Henry the Eighth's time were flaves to his 
paſſions, and one gave the king a legiſlative authority. And there are many in- 
Aances of partiaments moking dangerous ſteps towards the defiruttion of. the liberty of 
the people. 
4 Who were the Engliſh monarchs, who were moſt indulgent to the liberties 
© of the people ? 
A. The great king Alfred, who declared chat the Engliſh nation was as free 
as the thoughts of man; the glorious monarchs, Edward the Firſt, Edward the 
Third, and Henry the Fifth, who would not let his people ſwear to him till he had 
an opportunity of ſwearing to them, at his coronation. And the immortal queen 
Elizabeth, who declared it by law high treaſon, during her life, and a premu- 
nire afterwards, to deny the or of parliament in limiting and binding the 
deſcent, or inheritance of the crown, Or the claim to it. ; 
Q. When were thoſe laviſh maxims of hereditary, indefeaſible right and pre- 
rogative, ſuperior to law, firſt introduced 3 5 
5 A. In 
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A. In the time of James the Firſt; who, by endeavouring to e ſtabliſh them, 
laid the foundation of all the miſeries, which have ſince happened to this family; 
and it is the greateſt ſecurity to the preſent branch of it, that ſuch doctrines, 


which ſow the ſceds of jealouſy between the King and his * are . che * 
ſent eſtablifhment quite exploded. 


Q. What doſt thou learn from thoſe. Ry * 


A. That a king of this realm, in the full poſſeſſion of the affeFions of his people, 
is greater than any arbitrary prince; and that the nation can never be effetually 
undone but by @ wicked parkament , and laſtly, to be thankful to God, that under 
Hur preſent moſt gracious king, our conſt:tution is preſerved entire, though at 
the ſame time there are many circumſtances which call loudly for vigilance. 

Q. What are thoſc ? 

A” Such as have been the fore-runners and colts of the loſs of liberty 1 in other 
countries : decay of virtue and public ſpirit, luxury and eee in expence, 
venality and corruption in private and public affairs. 

Q. How comes there to be a decay of public ſpirit, when there is more than 
uſual a deſire to ſerve the public? 

A. If adeſire to live upon the public be a public ſpirit, there i is enough of it 
at this time, when extravagance makes people crave more, and the adminiſtration 


of a public revenue (perhaps treble what ĩt was before the Revolution) enables the 
crown to give more than formerly. | 


Q. What doit thou fear from this: 2 


A. That ſuch as ſerve the croun for r. reward may in time ſacrifice the intereſt of their 
country to their wants, that greedigeſs. of Public money may produce a ſlaviſh com- 
Plaiſance, as long as the crown can pay); and mutiny, when it cannot; and in ge- 


neral, that motives of ſelf-intereſt will prove an ns A and weak foundation 
for our duty to our king and count 


A What wouldſt thou do for thy country 5 
A. I would die to procure its proſperity; and I would rather that r my poſterity 


were cut off, than that they ſhould be ſlaves: :] diſcharge the duties of my ſation, | 


and exhort my neighbours to do the fame. 

Q. What arethe duties of your ſtation ? | 

A. To endeavour, as far as I am able, to preſerve the public tranquility ; ; 
and, as: 1 am a freeholder, 0 give my vote for the candidate, whom ] judge moſt 
worthy to ſervice his country; tor if for any partial motive I ſhould give my vote 
for one unworthy, I ſhould think myſelf juſtly chargeable with his guilr. | 
Qi. Thou halt perhaps but one vote of five hundred, and the member perhaps 
one of five hundred more; then your ſhare of the guilt is but ſmall? 

A. As he, who aſſiſts at a murder, is guilty of murder, ſo he, who acts the 
loweſt part in the eating his ed is gail of a much greater crime than 

murder. wy 

"'Q, It enſlaving one's country a greater crime than murder ? 

A. Yes; inaſmuch as the murder of human nature is a greater crime than the 
murder of a human Creature: or as he who debaſeth and. rendereth miſerable 
the race of mankind, | is more wicked than he who cutteth off an individual. 

5 Why 1 is enſlaving mankind murdering human, nature? 


I 


A 


A. Becauſe mankind in the ſtate of ſlavery and freedom is a different ſort of 


creature ; for proof of this I have read what the Greeks were of old, and what 
they are now, in a ſtate of ſlavery. 


Q. What is become of the heroes, philoſophers, orators, and free . Greece: a | 


A. They are now ſlaves to the Great Turk. | 823 
Q. What is become of the Scipio's and Cato's of Rome: 1 Fae 
A. They ſing now on the Engliſh ſtage. . 


Q. Does not the Fe i, ne by abſolute monarchy, make. the 
country thrive ? 


% 


A. Peace and plenty are not the genuine fruits of abſolute monarchy. for ab- 


ſolute monarchies are more ſubject to convulſions than free governments, and 
lavery turneth the fruitful. plains into a deſart: whereas liberty, like the.dew from 
heaven, fructifieth the barren mountains. This I have learned from travellers, 


who have viſited countries in both conditions; therefore, as I ſaid before, 1 ſhould 
reckon myſelf guilty of the greateſt crime human nature is capable of, if I were 


any ways acceſlary to the enſlaving my country. Though I have but one vote, 
many units make a number; and if every elector ſhould reaſon after the ſame man- 
ner, that he has but one; what muſt become of the whole? A law of great con- 
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ſequence, ind the ele&ion\6f: the member who voteth for that law, may be both. 
carried by! one vote. '* Great and important ſervices for the liberties of their 
country, have been dohe'by ordinary men. I have read that the inſtitution of the 
Tribunes of. Rome, or the whole power of the Commons, was owing to T7 word, 
ſpoke in ſeaſon, by a common ran. 


Q. Is i not lawful then to take a bribe from a Pry otherwiſe worthy to ſerve 


his country 7 

A. No more an fot a jade: to take a bribe for a righteous ſentence; nor is 
it any more lawful to corrupt, than to commit evil that good may come of it. 
Corruption converts a godd action into wickedneſs. Bribery of all ſorts is con- 
trary to the law. of God; it is a+ heinous” fin, often Pe with the ſevereff 
zudgments; it involves in it the fin of perjury, as the law ſtands now; and! 18 'be- 
lides the greateſt folly and madneſs. 
Q. How is it contrary te the law Godꝰ | | : 


FW wh he law of God ſaith exprelsly, Then Honor wreſs ont: Thou fal 1 


take a gift. H ite is a ſin in a judge, it is much more in alawgiver, or an elector. 


becauſe the miſchiefs occaſioned by the firſt, reach only to individuals, that of the 


laſt may affect the whole nation, and even che generations to come. The Pfalimiſt 


deſcribing! the wicked, ſaith, his right hand is full of bribes. The prophet _-” 
ſeribing the righteous; tells us; "He /hakettr his hands from holding @ bribe. Samuef 


"3 juſtifying his innocence, appeals to the people: Of whoſe hands have I taken a 


bribe ? Then as to divine vengeance, holy Job tells us, That God ſhatt deſtroy the 
tabernacl# of bribery. Achan's avarice, ho had appropriated to his owrr uſe the 
golden wedge, and the Babyloniſh- garment, brought the judgment of God upon 


the whole people, fo that they fled before their enemies, till Bo criminal wandt. 

covered and ſtoned to death. The leproſy adhered to Gebazi, (the ſervant of 

Eliſna) and his houſe for ever, for taking a bribe from Naaman, a rich miniſter 

of a great prince. Therefore he that taketh à bribe; may 22575 expect what 
. 


- LT d 


18 thredtchew in holy v writs He fal ust proſper is in his n Met 


the Lord . : fo « TEES 
0 Why is be that ta ech a bribe guilty 0 che n dene A 25 
A. Becauſe he ſwearetn. | 
1 A. B. do ſwear (or being one of che able d Quakers, 1 A. B 0 fbr 
* lemnly affirm) T have nor received, or had by myſelf, or any person whatſoever 
© in truſt for me, or for my uſe and benefit, directly, or idire#ly, any ſum or 


£ ſums of money; office, Place, or employment, gift 85 reward, or any promiſe 


or ſecurity for any money, office, employment, or gift, in order to give my vote 
rat this election; and that I have not before been polled at this efection.” - 


Q. What thinkeſt thou of thoſe who are-bribed*by gluttony and drankenneſs? - 


A. That they are viler than Eſau, who fold his birth right for amels of porridge. ' 
Q. Why is taking a bribe folly or madneſs? 


A Becauſe I muit refund ten-fold in taxes of what I ke In SeGons ; and 


the member who bought me, has a fair prerence to fell me; nor can I in fuck 
caſe have any juſt cauſe of eomplaint. 
What wilt thou ſay tlien to the candidate that offers dier a bribe HEE 
A. I vil lay, Thy mancy periſh with thee ! As thou art now purchafing thy 
+ ſeat in parlianient, 1 have jult reaſon to-fuſpe& that thou refolveſt to ſel thy 


vote. What thou offereſt and what thou promiſeſt may be the price of the 


* liberties of my cohftry. I will not N lezte thy t bribe with diſdain, bur will 
vote againſt thee.” 

Q. Is not the juſtice of-a king foviens ſecurity for te liberty of x people? 

A. The people ought to have more” ſecurity, for all that is valuable in the 
world, chan the will of a mortal and fallible man. A king of Britain may make 
as many peers, and ſuch as he pleaſcth: therefore the laſt and beſt ſecurity fot 
the libetties of the people is a houſe of cortimons, genuine and inaependent. ' 

What meaneſt thou by 4 genuine houſe of commons! 

A. One that is the /aſu! iſſue „F the People, and no vers? * 

. How is a Hgaſtard houſe of commons produced? 

* When the people by terror, corruption, or 6ther incirect dient, chuſt 
ſuch as they otherwite would not chule ; ehren frech as ore fairly . loſen are not re. 
turned, when fuch as ore returned-are' tied. out by Par: zal vores, and oi her s ul arg 
choſen ſet in their places. 

<Q. we may a houſe-of commens bee "me detienident ? 

A, When 
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A. When the freedom of voting is deſtroyed by threatnings, promiſes, puniſh- 
nents, and rewards z by ,the. open force of government, or the inſults of 
hired mobs; but above all by private influence; or they, who are armed with the 


power & the crown; ade many 89s. of | gratifying , ſuch as are ſubſervient to their 
eff mA and many GI 4 epprefſing ſuch. as oppoſe. them, both vichin the, bounds of 
the aW. 5 
Cam a king have # mote backe council than; a houſe of commons, which | 
jpeaketh. the ſenſe of ple? 
A. None; for they 1 not only give him partial Peel. bur will mover: 
Al and, chearfully alſiſt him deere what they adviſ. 
. What are the marks bf à perſon worthy: to ſerve his: country in parliament? 7 
A. The marks of a good ruler giyen in ſeriptute will ſerve for a parliament 
man; Such as rule over you ſhalt be wen of truth, hating covetouſneſs; they ſhall” 
not take. à gift; they ſhall not be afraid of the face of a man, Deut. xvi. there- 
fore I conclude, that the marks of a good parliament- man are integrity; courage; 
being well affected to the conſtitution, Knowledge of the ſtate of the country; 
and deing zealous for the liberties of the people: having - fuck to Fe intereſt of 
his country in periious times, and being aſſiduous in, attendance. 1 
* Who is moſt likely to rake a bribe? K 4 0] e 
He who offers one. e 
. Who is likely to be Edit of the prople's money?” | A 
A He who puts none of it in his own pocket. 
Q. Tou ſeem by this to be averſe from. chuſing Wach as e piace and. 
gratuities from the crown. What is your reaſon for this partiality 
A. Jam far from thinking that a man may not ſerve his king and his country 
faithfully at the ſame time. N ax, their. intereſts are ioſeparable, Mr. Such-an- 
one, my lord's ſteward, is a very honeſt man; and yet, if I bad any affairs to 
ſettle with my lord, 1 would 2 7255 By” neighbour for a referee Father than my; | 
lord's ſteward: pg 'S 
Q. Why is fable of the people's $ pany ſo ey at this: time „ r 
A. Becauſe they have run out much, and are ſtill. much in debt. My Liiker- 
and. I:have. paid our ſhare of many millions, and I have heard there are wow wh | 
more to pay. I grudge not this Prodigious expenee, a8. far a8 ig has been t 
neceſſary price of liberty; but as it would grieve me much to ſee this Dre a3 
_ raviſhed from me, which has coft me ſo dear; ſo it woulch give me. double 0 grief 
to have it purchaſed from me by my own money. „ 
2 Who are thoſe who are careful of the trade of the natlors? | 
A. Such as are willing to keep. it from all vexatious interruptions by inſpee- 
tions, entering into. houſes, ſeizures, ſuits, and. the oppreſſion of tax gatherers, 
as much:as poſſible ; ſuch as are willing to take off the burthenſome duties which» 


encreaſe the expence * the workman, aud  coptequently the 0 of the 


manufacture. 2 | 
. But as you have 2 a Gerhold; would you 1 not be. willing to be excuſed Goth 


paying three Rulings, in 1 pound, Ye laying exciſes ow other paces. of our” 
conſumption? N 

A. No doubt but every landed man geld be. glad to be We from Paying. 
three ſhillings in the pound; but, at the ſame time, 91 would not raiſe by another 
tax, two ſhillings i in the pound, nor one 1 82 0 the poundꝭ for a perpetuity; 


for parliaments who have no more to. give, may diſappointed in the redreſs of 
their grievances. Then it is utterly Impoſſible to raiſe. by Lage what ſhall” be 


equivalent to three ſhillings in the pound, without he ruin of trade; for the 

exciſes, which are ſettled already, generally fpeaking, Fae double the duty __ 5 

the people, of what they bring in to the n 1 hy 

Qi. How can'ſt thou prove thats? | 

| A By experience of {ſeveral exciſes, as of leather, cation; * &c. What- 

ever is brought into the public by thoſe exciſes is raiſed. double upon the people; 

therefore if a million of money were levy'd by exciſe, it would be two millions. 

upon the excis'd commodities, which muſt deſtroy re ſubject of trade in Britain. 
Q.. Why doſt thou inſiſt that a knowledge of the ſt tate of the N is a ne- 


ceſſary qualification for a parliament-man * * 
A. Becauſe this is a qualification, of late, very much unheeded. 


. Is. then a writ of parliament only a congè d'elire for a bithop, where: the 


king nominates.? 


A. God forbid ! The crown is never to meddle in an election. hs | Fa 
To 
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To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and. Freeholders of the County of MIDDLESEX. 
e eee ..-- * 1 | 
F 1 had not experienced your unwearied zeal for liberty and the defence of the fundamental rights. 
of the ſubjeQ, I ſhould feel forme vneaſineſ in being now abliged. by a.third 9 beg he 
vour of you to attend ſo ſoon again at Brentford to ſupport your former choice, But I Know vo 
have the cauſe'of your country, at heart, and that you ylory im every opportunity of. convincing the 


_ world that you will never give up your title t© a free election. If You tamely ſuffer this moſt 


valuable Right of chooſing your own Repreſentative in Parliament to he talen from you, or rendered 
of no effect, you mu not expect that the enjoyment oF any meaner, or more inconſiderable, franchiſe 
will be long permitted. The ſpirit of: an Engliſhwan revolts at the very Idea, and. the Frechelders 
of Middleſex have always firmly ſtood-foremott in the day of trial, however ſevere and perilous. - 
The next County Court is fixed for Thurſday the 14th of April, when the election will come on at 
Brentford, The appearance of my. friends at an early hour of that day I ſhall eſteem- al a very par- 


ticular obligation. I am, GENTLEMEN, 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and I yeeholders 


de. rvent of the preſent ſtr 


With deforence and reſpett, your faithful, and obliged, humble ſervant, 
King's Banck Prifon, Saturday, March 15, 1969, JOHN. WILEKES, 


— — e e | of he County of M. D P LE S.E X, 


"GENTLEMEN, * 


he 


IHE remarkable ſefivd of important events, In which you have been of late deeply interetted,._ 


requires that | ſhould Rate fully to you the motives of my conduct. No private conſideration, 
could induce me thus repeatedly to entreat the Freeholders of this reſpectable County to ſubmit to- 
the inconvenience of ſo trequent elections. I am actuated by a higher principle, by duty to you 


and to my native country. My ſole motive is the hope of eitabliſhing by perſeverance your title to 


a.free election, which our forefathers tranſmitted to us as an hereditary claim, andour.poſterity will. 


demand from us, as the guardians of their birth-right, of. their beit inheritance. I find. that after 
miniſteriul power has been without ſucceſs exerted in every form of corruption, diviſion, and intimi- 


dation, to defeat your rights, another plan. is at length adopted, and the vain hope of our enemies: | 
now is, that you will be tired out by the conteſt, by the increaſing expence to which you are com- 


pelled. You will however I am ſure continue to proveto the world that you are ſuperior to this mean, 
Vxeiched artifice, unſeduced by corruption, undivided by arufice, and undaunted by every àpprehen - 


fian- of future vengeance... _ _ - 


1 
a... * 


1 cannot conceive any thing of greater importance to the preſervation of public liberty than the 
ele The 8 is, whether the people have an inherent right to be re- 

preſented in parliament hy the man of their free choice, not di/qualified b iſie law of the. land. This 
queſtion is nom again ag:taved in an enlightened age under a Frince of the Brunſwick Line, to whom: 


the exerciſe of this very right gave the ſceptre, in conſequence of. the glorious Revolution. It is a 
| Right coeval-with our Conititution, and ſtands among the firit printiples of our form of govern- 
ment, which reſerves to the people a third part of the legiſlative power. It began at the very firit. 
_ faint dawn of liberty in our iſland, and will iurvive to the laſt convulſive pang of. expiring freedom. 


Ir is a part of che original compact between the Sovereign of this nation and the ſubject, expreſviy 
{tated in the BILI oF RIGHTS, which declares that in this, as well as in the other. initances enumc»: 
rated, our ance/tors, ' as theirs. in like cafe had u/ually done, vINDICATED and ASSERTED the true, 
ANCIENT; kd 1INDUBITABLE gti and liberties of the people of this kingdom, which they cLam- 


5 xD, DEMANDE D, and Ix $13TED UPON, and the whole legiſlature enacted, /hall ſtand, remain, and 


be the lav of thee realm fon EVER. Parliamentary Authority obliges every Sovereign at. the Coron:-- 
tion to ſwear to the obſervance of. that and all the other ſtatutes of this Realm, and this excellent Act 


* declares, that al/ officers and miniſters awhatſoever ſhall erde their Majtſties and their SUCCESSORS, ac- 


carding te the ſatie i ALL TIMES TO COME, This right of the people is no leſs clear by reaſon 


| than by the paſitive ſtatute, There can be no repreſentation, but when the 2 number to be 


repreſented have Freely choſen à perſon ho is legally qualified. A iepreſentation without, or 
an injuſtice aud inſolence not to be forgiven, * - | 4 N 

In my caſe, Gentlemen, the legiſlative power has in no way interfered. A reſolution of only one. 
third part was obtained, Phe firſt expulfion was chiefly grounded on the pretence of what 1 had 
written relative to the maſſacre in theſe fields, which I did from the impreſiion that bloody. ſcene had 
made upon me. I his I declared afterwards at the Bar bf the Houſe of Commons in purſuance of. 
your inſtruftions. From thence the brit expulſion avowedly took it's rife. ' F made an appeal to my 
conſtituents. You approved my condud, and unanimouſly re- elected me. I was then expelled a 
ſecond time, and no reaſon whatever was afñigned. The day after this re- election, the preſent Ad- 


Againſt, the conſent of the pagries 3 an inſult to common ſenſe, an abſurdity ſcarcely to be paralleled, 


_ miniſtration procured a Reſolution that I ab, and am, incapable of being elected a Member, to ſerve 


in this preſent Parliament, and that the late election of a Knight of the Shire, for the Ceanty of Middleſex, 


ts a void election, but you,: Gentlemen, determined for yaurſelves, and would not ſurrender your 


right of choice. By this Reſolution the Adminiſtration hath: ualawfully deprived you of a right 
acknowledged to be yours FOR EVER by an act of the whole Legiſlature. To make this caſe, fo 
ſubs erſive of your rigbt, the more flagrant, it is expreſsly ſtated, that there was net any kind of oppe- 


tien to the election. I till proceeded, Gentlemen, to appeal again to you, and by your favour my 


third re- election was as unanimous as the former. I was the next day expelled, with a ſimilar de- 
claration, tat ne ether candidate wvas propeſed, and that no elector gave or tendered his wote for any other 
per/on, In this laſt inſtance both ce election and return are declared null and vid. This contelt is 


now become of the moſt intereſting nature. It is between the preſent Adminiſtration and all the 


Electors of Great Britain. There is nothing perſonal in it. The cauſe is national, and of the firſt 
magnitude, On: this public ground I will ſtand frm. No danger ſhall deter me from my duty, and 


while I continue to be entruſted by you in-this important concern, I ſhall rely on your protection and 
'fapport. In me you ſhall find obedience to your inſtructions, fidelity and. indefatigable zeal for the 


maintenance of every right of this free and brave nation. Tam, GENTLEMEN, 
King's Bench Priſon, With affection and regard, your obliged and faithful humble dcrvant, 
Thurſday, March 23, 1769. — 9 b H. N WIL K. E 8. 


Py * — een. tho * 


Sold by W. BIN GLE, oppoſite Durham Yard in the Strand, Where likewiſe may be had, any 
of the former Numbers, and complete Sets ſewed in blue Paper. 


＋ H E 


NORTH BRITON. 


NUMBER XCVILL . (Ox LIL, OF THE 17 CONTINUATION) 


To be continued every Saronpax. Price Two-pence Halfpenny: 


SATURDAY APRIL I 176g. 


* 


” _ * 
at 2 — 2 7 ” « * . * ; p 
a 0 * 4 & * «4 


FTE TH Ee o R. 
„ r eB: BK; AY 


*. 2 in ſud caufd loquitur, gratior eo 2 eujus mens nil U. 
ö Publicum commodum Videts )*. 


8 1 R. f | if 
HAVE, a long aha 3 the ſtrides, 18 ich the Tory arty of this 5 i 
1 country have made againſt the Whigs, like an army pro cf © to il 
an engagement. If it goes on with equal rapidity, a conflict muſt enſue. 1 
1 now ſtep: forward to addrefs my fellow citizens ; and though 1 ſpeak in my 
own cauſe, yet as the public weal is the true motive to my ſpeech, I beg their fa- 
vour, and the permiſſion of uſing your paper and recommendation, as the only 0 
eaſy method of conveying my addreſs to them. I appear in my real character of 1 
an Elector, and chuſe the name, thinking it of great dignity in itſelf, ſa greet 
that in a neighbouring country it takes place of Biſhop, Duke, Prince, Or 10 
King. The Elector of Cologne, the Elector of Saxony, the Elector of Bra n 
denburgh, the Elector of Hanover, &c. aſſumes the lead in title of Biſhop, of | 
Cologne, of a late King of Poland, of King of Pruſſia, and even of King of 
England. I ſpeak this to. ſhew my brother Electors of what high conſequence 
we are | for I queſtion, whether an Elector of the Britiſh Senate is not a title 
of equal dignity and importance with an Elector of an Emperor of Germany. 
Nay, whether it is not juſt ſo much ſuperior, as the great Senate of this nation 
is ſuperior in power, and extent of empire, and authority, to the German Em- 
peror himſelf. Mr. Hallen 8 opinion of a Senate was ſo beh. that he makes 
Bis Caro tell us, i 
A. Senater of Pans whilf R. ome PITTS 2 3 
Would not have match'd his Daughter with | a 7 8 ä 
1 therefore hope my brother Electors will conſider how high and valuable are 
aur rights; and how great the power and authority which we intruſt, 
_Thar the conſtitution of this: country is at preſent. much out of order, is the 
ne almoſt all free. ſpeak ers, and the tacit belief of thoſe wha are 
moſt reſerved. I doubt not bur its original Sgamina are yet fo. ſtrong; that it 
may recoyer-its proper ſtate of health. Till that can be effected, numberleſs 
cures will doubtleſs be officioully. offered ; though I have not yet heard of one, 
_ which has come with that dignity of character to be depended on. The late 
great number of political news- papers, taking on them that office of doctor- 
hip, I have looked upon, moſtly, as rude, pedantic performances, 1 in their 
manner of cenſuring the paſt proceedings of the ſtate, rather than a8 giving 
od advice. Many ſcrolls have been written, which ſhew no other . * 
the phyfician, than that of being unintelligible. Some of them, indeed, 
teſ; a decent tendeney of thought, to promote a reformation ; but in fuch Roh 
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diſorders, as thoſe of the ſtate really are, they ſeem to deal too much in ſim- 
ples; whilſt ſome others are rather too inflammatory. In general, they are liable 
to the ſame remark, which was made on a certain witty Earl (now the Methu- 
ſalem of our nobility) when taken into the adminiſtration of affairs, that he 
* had more wit to help him to find out errors, than ſenſe to mend them.” — 
His ſtay among the great or of ſtate oy be Judged to have been 
but ſnort. 8 
It myſt be acknowledged, chat the firſt great point in practice is 10 fi out 
the diſorder. So far theſe writers have a claim to merit. For the maladies of 
2 ſtate, like thoſe of the body, may be traced in their channels up to a firſt 
fe, or ſimple ſpring. Could that be corrected, many. amendments would 
pres Da follow. But as nothing is created perfect, or can be made ſo, we 
muſt. nad for a thorough reformation with ſuch ſlight amendments as 
can be obtained. The diſcovery of the diſorder thus being effected, we ſhall 
ſpeedily ſet ourſelves to apply the remedy; the other 888 point of practice, 
which no other — riber has yet attempted. I come to bring a cure 
where the Regulars have denounced a death; for I ſhall not, like Rad- 
_ cliffe, keep bick even from court, till ſent for too late“ . The aſſumed office 


I knows a dangerous one; but my forwardneſs 1s the modeſt endeavours of 


a man, willing to ſerve his country. However, it is time I drop the alluſion, 
or do not carry it on much farther, leſt I be ſuſpected of being ſome diploma'd 
Doctor, who, failing in his phyſical praftice, has degtee'd himſelf 1 into a ſtate- 
-phyſician. 
: 1 ſet out with no other compliment to myſelf, than that of a reſolution to 
| ſpeak boneſt ſentiments, unbiaſſed by partiality. Thoſe ſentiments are foun- 
ded on a cloſe-piled knowledge of men and of things. Of theſe I ſhall ſpeak, 
.ayoiding obloquy and wrangling, as far as other people's good-manners will 
let me paſs unprovoked. For I do not mean, like the pedant, who came out 
with a rod in his hand to his drowning ſcholars, to preach over the finking 
Rate; but ſhall call out to every by-ſtander, to plunge in with me to her 
alſſtance, either to bring her ſafe to ſhore, or all go to the bottom together. : 
All communities and all nations have been thrown into their: forms-of go- 
vernment, at times of ſome convulſions or fevers in the ſtate; ſo that few 
modes of regular rule could be immediately eſtabliſhed. Uniformity of deſign 
and proportion can only appear, where their ſtructures have been previouſly 
planned according to the rules of order. What one government or one age 
founded, another perhaps threw down, a third rebuik on another plan, and a 
fourth added a ſuperſtructure, not ſo much regarding uniformity, as perhaps 
the humour of the times. So that there is ſcarce a ſtate or e in the 
world erected on a plan conſiſtent in all its parts. 
The government of this country has been ſeveral times amended nd refor- 
med, but generally, like moſt others, at periods of convulſions and fevers in 
her conſtitution. It is true, ſhe has enjoyed better health afterwards ; but the 


remedy applied at ſuch times has always ſhaken her violently, ſo as to endanger 


her total diffolution. For the contending parties, who fight like good and evil 
Gent, who ſhall prevail,” never ceaſe the ſtrife, till one of them is over- 
come, and conſequently the ſtate becomes weakened, and for a time Impaired 
in her original ſtrength. 8 
To enumerate the many civil ſtrifes for liberty or deſporic rule in this 
country, would be to recount a ſeries of facts from our firſt ntl 5g of her 
hiſtory to the preſent hour. I will only remark, that every ſtruggle has been 
_ fought in blood, yet the work always left unfiniſhed. The beaten party has 
generally been permitted to yield upon terms. And though enthuſiaſm, 


Which works miracles towards reformation, has even headed the ſtrife; and 


though too obſti nate to ſuffer the ſword of perſecution to be wreſted from 
her hand, yet has ſhe not always been able to ſtand againſt the force of 'ri- 
dicule, and more than once has been laughed out of her purpoſes. Thus has 
the work of improvement been always a piece of botchery, never made com- 
1 cbs * brought to any degree of perfection. 2 

| The 


. VE is faid; * when Queen Ann Tent for Dr. Radcliffe, the Duke of Glouceſter being given 
"over by the Phyſicians belonging to the court, the moment the Doctor ſaw the Duke he haftily 
<pronoanced the hour of his Lend and ſaid, — Why was I not ſent for before ?”—The wen- 
aſked him as quick a queltion, 1 with a flap on his great periwig,—* Why did you not come? 
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The proper hour for ſtate improvement, according to reaſon, ſhould be in 
times of public tranquillity and good humour; when a ſet of wiſe counſellors, 
or able miniſters, might deliberately begin and happily perfe& a work of that 
wiſdom and conſequence. But experience is againſt the ſuggeſtion ; for it is 

obſerved, that in the longeſt reigns of public tranquillity and peace, the. 
_ greateſt encroachments have been made on the rights of the people and the 
liberty of the ſubject. The door of reformation, by being kept a long time ſhut, 
contracts a rut, which clogs its hinges, and prevents their being ealily moved; 
and of conſequence, at the leaſt oppoſition againſt it, it makes ſuch a noiſe and 
diſcord, as if the whole fabric was cracking from its foundations. There is 
ſome account to be given for this: —In the ſtate, as in the church, they who 
are in office and in power, as they who are in eaſy endowments, deſire to paſs 
for their time through government, as the others through their fees, in the 
quiet enjoyment of their wealth and honours; and conſider every alteration or 
amendment, as an innovation or infringement on their particular rights and pro- 
perty: for things, as to them, cannot be in a better ſituation than the preſent. Then 
Ris, if any the leaſt effort is made towards a change for the better, they ſet up 
an alarm, and play off the prerogative againſt it ; artfully repreſenting every 
ſuch advance as an attack on the dignity of the crown. Thus they immediately 

perſuade their King to clap on his armour, that is to ſteel his heart againſt. 
every conviction of his people's good; therefore the aggrieved party have 
always cried aloud for reformation, and if their voices could not be heard, have 
come to blows for it. | EE KN 
1 Juſtum eſt bellum quibus neceſſarium. 5 
War 1s juſt to whom it is neceſſarr. _ Livy. 
And again, ibidem, 1 3 7 1 
Arma pia, quibus nulla niſi in armis relinquitur ſpes. 


The taking up arms is a pious duty, where no other hope is left but in arms. 
However, as we have before ſaid, the work has never been perfectly com- 
pleated by oppoſition. Partial reformations only have been made, as they 
could be obtained under the circumſtances of the times. 3 
In the preſent ſituation of things, two queſtions ſtart :—The firſt, 7s 
« there & necefſity: for a ſtate-reformation? If there be, the ſecond queſtion 
aſks, * How is ſuch a reformation to be effected? By oppoſition, as of old?—God 
forbid!—or by the prudent, candid, and difinterefted means of perſons in fer? 
As for the firſt queſtion, it depends on what the preſent circumſtances of things 
are.—If there be an univerſal complaint of grievances throughout the whole 
body of the people, (as ſuch there is to an alarming degree) there can be no 
doubt of the propriety of propoſing a cure, or in other words, attempting a 
reformation. What thoſe grievances are, and how juſt the complaint, fhall 
be the ſubject of our further examination, and of our art of healing, in future 
papers.—As to the ſecond queſtion, How ſuch a reformation is to be effected?“ 
I very clearly anſwer, by the all-ruling arm of Providence, which, I think, I 
perceive already ſtretched forth in our defence. In many former, and like 
alarming inſtances, we have been the care of heaven. C6 
In times of public calamity and diſtreſs, we frequently ſee affairs amidſt 
_ confuſion and perplexity take a change or ſettlement of themſelves, which no 
human prudence could foreſee or direct, like the breaking and rolling off of 
the clouds amidſt a tempeſt, producing, on a ſudden, ſerenity and ſunſhine. 
Theſe are the viſible works of a Providence, and ſuch ] truſt is the late turn 
of affairs, which has happened in this kingdom from the number of the dif- 
ferent bodies of its Electors (as if moved at the ſame inſtant by one uniform, 
divine impulſe) exerting their right of giving inſtructions to their re- 
preſentatives in parliament, therein conveying each a conſiſtent and well- 
adapted ſet of injunctions, all ſimilar in their conceptions of the ſtate's diſ- 
orders, and all expreſſive of complaint, and of a deſire of reformation and redreſs; 
which, being general, (as we hope will be the caſe) will collect the whole 
ſenſe of the people, and reveal all the grievances felt in every part ; which 
being purſued by their repreſentatives, and followed up to a full execution of 
them, (as it is not to be doubted will be the caſe) will effect all the good 
purpoſes required, and bring about and fecure the grand reformation, the 
Maxima Charta of theſe kingdoms: on whoſe ſolid foundation the grand 
. | ſuperſtructure 
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births, who when told 
princely virtues. Tis thus, my dear countrymen, T would have you think of 
_ yourſelves ; know your own greatneſs. There is no ſtate of men greater upon 
earth than our own. Our country is an empire, which has not ĩts equal in che 
world, either in extent of territory, in arts, or in arms; in trade, wealth, and, 
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ſuperſtructure of liberty and royal authority, of law and property, of trade 
and commerce, of national ſtrength and glory, may riſe in all the beauty and 


* cg, of order. Such a reformation would crown the great hiſtory of the 


grand reſolves and atchievements, which this ſtate has planned and 
aQted in the council, and upon the ſeas, and in the field, within the reigns of 


| _ royal family. It would be like the revolutions in thoſe ſtates and empires, 
which wiſe miniſters have brought about to the admiration. of the world, 
without ' ſpilling a drop of blood. And no period of time could be fo. 
| happily adapted to ſo good a purpoſe as the preſent, when ſuch a number of 
able politicians and wiſe ſtateſmen are ready to adviſe and act, and found 
: lawyers and other miniſters to perfect the great work; when the concurring 
aſſent of our gracious monarch would facilitate and forward the e 
as the work ought certainly to be done, when a Prince preſides of thoſe 
virtues, which digaify the King, and diſpoſe the royal heart to acts of aa rl | 
benevolence to his people. T he greater a Prince makes his people, the greater 
1s his own honour. Such a Prince will labour in the cauſe ; the cauſe will 
reflect its own glory round him: it will never ſer, but ſhine in hiſtory to all 
future ages, a tutelar ſtar, ſnedding its influence upon his lateſt poſterity. 


I own myſelf enraptured with the thought, nor will I ſuppoſe a contrary: 


iſſue of things, nor look into any 1magined ſcene of civil oppoſition, of citizen 


againſt citizen, peer againſt peer, brother againſt brother, father againſt ſon, 


arms againſt arms, red-coats againſt red-coats, and black againſt black ;—I_ 
will think no more, but continue to believe, that by the ſtrong phalanx of 


this power of inſtructions, the great buſineſs will be done, will be perfected 


to the happineſs of the people, the honour. of government, and the ſtrength 
and glory of the whole, gar: I will lay too, to the wonder and terror 
of the world. 8 


This is the great erifis of the prefing fever of hs ſtate; whicks: 1. have 


watched, and ſhall endeavour to take advantage of. I ſhall- {till attend, ſtill 
Patch every change; but chiefly here purſue nature, where ſhe leads to fo. 
5 happy a courſe. And therefore I ſtrongly recommend to all the Electors of 
this kingdom in general to purſue the road, now open for redreſs, in preparing 
and delivering their ſeveral charges to their different repreſentatives. T hat I 
it is a right road, and they in the true path, is without a doubt. Their re- 


preſentatives take a charge from them of one third part of. the legiſlature of 


this kingdom This right is then in ourſelves. It can be delegated, but 
never parted with. The right of inſtruction takes birth with the delegation, 
whenever found neceſſary at the will of the delegator, like that of a Prince to 
his Ambaſſador. As the repreſentative is erected and raiſed to do the will, 
and act for the benefit of his conſtituent, he has a double office. As to the Grit 
-part of his duty, To ao the will of bis conſtituent, he is doubtleſs obliged to 
take and receive the inſtructions given him by his employer, for whoſe uſe he 
has been choſen and conſtituted. As to the ſecond part, To act for the benefit 
bf his conſtituent, how far he may deviate from, or go beyond the directions of 
his principal, as circumſtances vary, is a matter which I ſhall defer to ſpeak 
of till my next letter, having taken up this ſubject ſo near the cloſe of the 
preſent. But as it is our allowed right to give inſtructions to our repreſenta- 
tives, be it our reſolution, at this preſent critical juncture, to exert our right 
this reſpect; be it theirs to do their duty in following theſe inſtructions. 


In the mean time, I would have my brother Freeholders armed with fuch a 


ſenſe of their own ſignificance, as to be in no danger of being argued out of it. 
People, when they: "know their own conſequence, act with a conſequential 


greatneſs. We have e mn examples in ſtory of youths, unknowing ef their 
their princely origin, have immediately exerted the 


above all, in liberty. We are that country; we are e e Civitas off populus; 
the people are the city. We are country, laws, and x overnment itſelf, What 


is the country without its people A barren earth. What are the laws without 


the people? Books for worms. What is the geyernment without us? A crown 
of gold and jewels, long gowns, maces, and large periwigs. The ſtrength 
therefore 
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therefore i is ours. - Imporii vis omni in conſenſu obedientium eſt: 5 thy frrength of 
all government is in the conſent of thoſe who obey. All that our repreſentatives 


ſelves, being by the. ond. and deſign of their inſtitution ourſelves in fact. We 


grant them chat power; and let them uſe it well. But then they are not greater 


than onrſelves. Let us do our parts, that they may do theirs. Run on, like 
the wedge in the old art of war, where the firſt man having cut his way, two fol» 
lowed, then three, at laſt the whole phalanx broke in, and ſeparated the enemy 
chat is, purſue this mode of inſtruction. It will in the end have its effect. It 


penetrates farther than at firſt ſight is obſerved or imagined. Great works are 


oftener brought about by wiſdom than by ſtrength. As the greateſt ma- 


chines are worked by a ſmall force, or weights properiy placed: ſo this ruſted 
door of reformation, inſtead of being beat open by force and violence, or 


tprung; off its hinges by ſtrength, or inſtruments of power, may, by the proper 
application of ſoftening oils, be cauſed to turn without the leaſt noiſe or diſ- 


cord. In order thereto, firſt tell your evils to thoſe whoſe office it is to procure 
| I ſhall, as one of the many, do my part in pointing out ſome mat- 
ters proper for your notice, which have come within my own obſervation, and 
hall occaſionally. comment upon ſuch parts of your inſtructions, as ſhall 


redreſs. - 


e to need any diſcuſſion, to enforce their ſuit or purpoſe. = + 
® am, SIR, Your humble ſervant, 
OE, H E EL * C T 0 R. 


To the NOR T * BRITO 25 5 
. s 1 * : | 
He PER ag 7 le to look into the, ſpe 
the people of Rome, as it is related by SaiLusr, I was ſo ſtruck with the 
juſtneſs and ſolidity of the reflections, and thought many of them ſo a pli- 
cable to our preſent condition, that I could not reſiſt the temptation: 1 felt 
to put them into an Engliſh dreſs, and tranſmit them to you, as I herewith 
do, begging you would give them a place, as ſoon as poſſible, i in yaur very 
uſeful and 2 paper, 1 am, Sir, your's, c. 855 Me PB: 


| The SPEECH of 85 Mz MMIUS, | Tribune, to. the 
Pt People of Rome. 
' Tranlated from S A L L U $ T. 

laue & bai omnibus, vis ad Ref ade 5 aderat. VII. PaTERC. 


_R 0 MAN 1 5 
\HE preſent circumſtances of our affairs, the 


as others, ar this time, if my concern for my country did not outweigh all 


other conſiderations. ; Tis hardly worth while, Fellow-citizens, to put you in 


mind of the indignities you have received of late, and the ill treatment the 
braveſt aſſertors of your privileges have met with, from ſome of the nobility; 


when we are now reduced ſo low, that a few great and ill men govern us, 


t it is, and whoſe chief buſineſs it ſhould be, to watch and keep 
ſuch miſcreants in awe. Hgwever, for my part, I have Ned to make war 
upon this powerful and neious cabal, and will uſe that liberty, which, as 
. a Frtem an of Rome, I am legally entitled to; but it is in your power only to 
make my good endeavours effectually ſerviccably to you. I would not be un- 
derſtood to excite you to any kind of violence: No. Let us fig ght them with 


whoſe righ 


their own weapons. The fame engines which they have this made uſe of 


to raiſe themſelves, will, I doubt not, if rightly employed, even yet be ſuffi- 
cient 


can aſſume is, that they carry our full power, and are therefore equal to our- 


eech 1 Can a the Tribune, to 


wer of the prevailing 
Fadkion, your tame ſubmiſſion, the loſs of all juſtice, and the danger 
of Auen truth, are ſuch diſcouragements, that I ſhould te filent, as well 
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cient to pull them down. Not long ſince we thought we had reaſon to com- 
plain of the ſquandering the public money, and of the exorbitant riches and 
exceſſive power of ſome particular perſons; but now thoſe very perſons are ſo 
far from being contented to go off with impunity, that they have again worked 
themſelves into power. They have their pontificates, their governments of 
provinces, and their triumphal proceſſions ; they ſtrut, they domincer, and 
treat us with ſuch ſcorn and inſolence, as if they thought it not robbery, bur 
an honour, to have plundered the cots Our ſlaves, my countrymen, 

our purchaſed ſlaves have ſpirit enough to diſobey the unjuſt commands o 
their maſters ; ſhall we then, who were born free, ſtand ſtill and patiently ſuf- 
fer the yoke to be put about our necks? But pray let us conſider a little 
what fort of men thets are, who have thus ſeized upon the government. Why, 
they are men of evil principles, and worſe practices; deceitful, proud, rapa- 
cious, violent, and unforgiving; determined, by every method, to promote 
their own intereſt, and ſacrifice to that all regards for religion and for honour. 
And this ſociety, ſhall I ſay, or rather this cabal, are firmly and ſtron ly united 
by that wicked tye of having all been involved in the ſame, or in 6 1 
However, if we had been as careful to preſerve our liberties as they {gee hers 
induſtrious to wreſt them from us, the conſtitution had not been ſo ocked 
and unſettled as it is now; nor would ſo many great poſts of the common- 
wealth have'been in the hands of the moſt worthleſs * udent, inſtead of 
the-moſt deſerving. Our anceſtors ventured their lives . their fortunes to 
preſerve their privileges, and to keep up a proper balance in the government; 
and ſhall we not ſtir one ſtep, not dare to run the leaſt riſque, to deliver down 
thoſe privileges to our poſterity, which we have received from thoſe anceſtors? 
Surely, we ougat the more reſolutely to contend for them, as it is more diſ- 
Honourable to loſe, than never to have had them. But, perhaps it may be 


aſked, What is it proper for us to do in this ſituation? Shall we inſtruc ? 


Sball we impeach ? I will not take upon me to preſcribe to vou. a particular 
method of proceeding, but I will be bold to ſiy, that ſome ſtand ought im- 
8 to be made, ſome ſtop, if poſſible, to be put to the growing tyranny of 
this e that the commons of Rome may never bear this reproach, that they, 
who uſed to oppoſe and condemn the leaſt irregular ſtep or encroachment, 
even in their Kings, pow lie down, eaſy and ſatisfied, under the heavieſt and 
moſt arbitrary oppreſſion of a few of their own fellow ſubjes ! If we have 
not ſpirit enough to rouze ourſelves upon this important occaſion, our con- 
dition is wretched indeed, and almoſt deſperate ; or whilſt our moſt ſacred 
rivileges are openly and daringiy invaded; whilſt no man is allowed a place in 
che e that is not thought, by theſe miniſters, more likely to give up 
his own rights, than to defend the de of the people; whilſt hardly any one can 
be ſecure from puniſhment, but thoſe who deſerve it; whilſt we give ſuch 
immenſe ſums, without appropriation, - and let them be diſtributed without 
account ; whilſt we have not courage ſo much as to own our fears ; in a word, 
whilſt we are daily rabbedof our property, our liberty, and even of our lives; in 
ſuch a very dark and diſmal fituation of affairs a man may venture to propheſy, 
that unleſs the are pleaſed to work a miracle in our favour, as they have 
often formerly done, the tint is not far off, when this antient and noble frame 
of government will be totally deſtroyed ; and we, who have ſo frequently pre- 
ed We freedom of other eee ſhall be no ail * ourſelves. 
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* D o, Sir, l you have oben forctola i is at laſt come to Y We 5 


are now fairly fallen back into the very dregs of the Stuart. reigns. The 
Party of ABHORRERS is once more revived ; of thoſe apyoRRERs, who, in the 
_ reign of King Charles the Second, expreſſed their deteftation of all the pa- 
triotic and public-ſpirited, as 1 would ſay, but, as they were pleaſed-to call 
them, the factious and inſolent petitions that were preſented: ro the King for 


— 2 ene and for ene be Ae rights and lbertics' wat 


A * * 8 e e 


8 . " wretches ſhould have idea at a time, when the Sovereign 
claimed, and many of his ſubjects were willing to allow him, a divine, inde- 
feaſible, hereditary right to play the tyrant, and to deftroy 1 the conſtitution, is 


nothingW@range ; but that any ſuch ſhould be found in the reign of a Prince, 
_ whole if ily 1 was advanced to the throne in direct contradiction to this abſurd 


principÞ; would be really ſurprizing, did we not know that human nature is 
always e ſame, and that though the ſeeds of ſlavery may be ſmothered for 
a times whenever they meet with the vivifying influence of court ſun- ſtine, 
ifediately begin to quicken, and to fpring up with vigour. And 
Faure did theſe ſeeds meet with a more fertile ſoil, or a more benign ſky, 


than under the-preſent arbitrary and deſpotic adminiſtration, when every man 


is ſure to be rewarded in exact proportion to the ſervility of his character. 
In this reſpect indeed the preſent miniſters have grigy the advantage of all 


to the ABHORRERS in the reign of King Charles the Sechs except the honour 
and pre- 


ity of Weſtminſter. But how much more grateful 


ſented the addreſs from th 


and generous: have been our. eldix miniſters! -They have made the late | 


1 


chief City Magiſtrate a Privy Counſellor, and have given him a contract with 


- government ir cloathin ys rage) worth 4000 J. per annum. They have par- 
| art the murderers MLaughlan, Balfe, and M*Quirk, and have even 
ranted them penſions This, ſay the miniſtry, is only ſupporting their 


friends; bur if ke nM be their friends, 1 believe few people will envy them 
. the credit of ſuch a connection. 


Theſe friends, however, were procured at a ach deer rate than the friends 


obtained dy the miniſtry of King Charles the Second; and, indeed, the preſent 
miniſtry have it in their power ſo to procure them. The influence of the 
crown, by means of its immenſe revenue, is now much greater than ever it 
was in any mer period. For every 8 which the Stuarts could beſtow, 


. 
—— U At, DHA . 2 — — — — 


e compliment paid 


"we 5 


— ————A——äẽ 2 —U—àͤ 
— — ny — = - 


— — = 
— 


— —ͤ—ũ—ñ3ñĩü—n I, —6 We on te 


* 4 
114 
1 


— 71 2 
» 
ee a uI' 


PP —— — — —— 
* 


» 
— 


— en 4 


'. 664 THE NORTH BRIT ON. No. 99. 


the crown can now, at a moderate computation, beſtow five or fix places: at 
leaſt, places of five or ſix times the value. And the confequence is fach as 
might naturally be expected. The miniſtry can not only procure addreſſes 
with infinitely greater eaſe, but can make theſe addreſſes run in a ſtrain of 
greater complaiſance and flattery,, .. . _ | ee e e 
Some of the addreſſes in the reign of the Stuarts breathed a very free and 
independent ſpirit. That of the Quakers, upon the acceſſion of King James 
the Second, may ſerve as an inſtance. It was conceived in the fo owing 
terms: We tome,” ſaid they, to teſtify our ſorrow for the death of our 
« good friend Charles, and our joy for thy being made our Governor, We 
are told thou art not of the perſuaſton of the church of England, no 
more than we; whierefore we hope thou wilt grant us the ſame liberty which 
thou altoweft thyfelf. Which doing, we wiſh thee all manner of happineſs.” 
Here we fee the Quakers, with their ufudl - plainneſs and ſitnplicity, very 
roundly tell his Majeſty, that he was not a member of the church of England; 
a circumſtance, which was then thought by many, and hath ſince been de- 
| 5 _— by law, to be ſufficient to diſqualify him for wearing the crown of theſe 
zz_qQ. CREE A 454 | 
| 1 12 how much more courtly and polite is the language of our preſent 
Addreſſers! They not only pay the higheſt compliments to the King, which 
* he certainly deſerves; they even offer the moſt nauſeous and fulſome flattery 
to his miniſters and ſervants, and expreſs their entire approbation of every 
part of their conduct. They muſt. therefore approve of the robbery com- 
| mitted upon the Duke of Portland, of the maſſacre in St. George's Fields, of 
_ the riot and murders at Brentford, of withdrawing M*Laughlan from the cog- 
| nizance of the laws, and of pardoning Balfe and M*Quirk;, after they had been 
1 fairly tried and condemned by their count r. 
But, not fatisfied with declaring their approbation of the conduct of the 
7 they expreſs their utter ABHORRENCE and deteſtation of the conduet 
of thoſe who have had the preſumption to oppoſe them. They muſt there- 
fore ABHOR the conduct of the 'Freeholders of Middleſex, who choſe Mr. 
Wilkes and Mr. Serjeant Glynn their Repreſentatives in Parliament, in ſpite 
of all the violent, outrageous and illegal attempts, Which the miniſtry made to 
prevent them. They muſt Anno the conduct of the 139 independent Mem- 
Few who voted againſt the expulſion of Mr. Wilkes from an auguſt aſſembly, 
of which they form the moſt reſpectable, and perhaps even the moſt wealthy, 
though not the moſt numerous part. They muſt asnok the conduct of the 
Citizens of London, of the Citizens of Weſtminſter, of the Freeholders of 
Middleſex, and of all the other Counties and Corporations, who, in their in- 
ſtructions to their Repreſentatives, have prone of thoſe. very meaſure; 
which the Addreſſers approve. In a word, they muſt aBHox the conduct, at 
leaſt the ſentiments, of ninety-nine parts in a hundred of the people of England, 
who, if taken ſeparately, and fairly interrogated, would be found to entertain 


| opinions very different from thoſe of the Addreſſers. N Ea 9% 
What then ſhall we think of a ſet of miniſters, . who haye the impudence, 

Ss ſhall I fay, or rather the treachery, to impoſe upon their Sovereign, and make 
| him take the ſenſe of one hundredth part of his ſubjects for the ſenſe of the 

YZ Whole? But this has always been the wretched artifice of every weak or 


wicked adminiſtration, who, rather than forego the poſſeſſion of their places, 
would endanger the peace, and even the ſafety, of their Royal Maſter. - Like 
the criminals among the Jews, who, by way of protection, laid hold of the 
horns of the altar, theſe ſtate-criminals, for the very fame purpoſe, lay hold 
of the feet of the throne, and exclaim that their cauſe and that of the Prince 
are ſo intimately connected, that both muſt ſtand or fall together. But the 
people of England would never aſſent to this dangerous and unconſtitutional 
doctrine, conſcious, as they are, that, ſhould it once be admitted, it might be 
employed to ſcreen the. moſt-: guilty miniſters, and perhaps to deſtroy the li- 
berties of the nation. They have always taken care to make the neceſſary 
diſtinction between the perſon of the Prince and that of the miniſter; nor did 
ever ang Prince in this kingdom ſuffer for crimes of his miniſter, unleſs he 
was ſo ill adviſed, or ſo infatuated, as to charge himfelf voluntarily with the 


guilt of his crimes. 
| 1 But 
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But ther our prefent miniſters would willingly throw their crimes upon their 
maſter, is abundantly evident from the whole of their conduct. For, to what 
other motive can we reaſonably attribute the eternal repetition, that occurs in 


all the addreſſes, of profeſſions of loyaity to his Majeſty's perſon, eſpecially at 6 


a time, when no man of ſenſe ſuſpects the loyalty of any party in the King- 


dom ; and leaft of all of that party (if indeed © great a majority of the 


nation can be called a party) that is now engaged in oppoſition to the miniftry? 
The party enga 


by their intereſt, chiefly, that that family was firft placed upon the throne; tis 
by their intereſt, chiefly, that they have hitherto been ſupported in it; and by 
their intereſt, I hope, they will continue to enjoy it till time ſhall be no more. 

Io what cauſe then can we poſſibly afcribe it, that this party, fo numer- 
ous, ſo loyal, and ſo meritorious, has, almoſt conftantly for theſe eight 
years and upwards, been in a ſtate of proſcription? Is it, that ſome perſons, 
attached to the abdicated family of Stuart, have formed a defign to difguſt 
them with the preſent eftabliſhment, and” thus diſpoſe them for another re- 


volution? The deſign is artful, but it is abſolutely impracticable. The Whigs 


| {for it is of that party I ſpeak) well know that the preſervation of their 

liberties, and the ſupport of the preſent eſtabliſhment, are one and the fame; 
and as they can never be induced to part with the former, they will never be 
perſuaded to overturn the latter. Is it, that others have ſecretly laid a plan for 


erecting an arbitrary and deſpotic government? The ſcheme is weak, and 


will certainly miſcarry, and can never be productive of any other effect than 
the ruin of thofe who ſhalt preſume to undertake ft. Or is it, what perhaps 
is ſtill more probable, that a third ſet have put on a determined reſolution to 
extirpate from the kingdom all diſtinction of party? This project is as abſurd, 
and however ffrange the aſſertion may ſeem, is as wicked as either of the 
former. The ſpirit of party is inſeparable from liberty; they follow one 


another as a ſhadow does a body; and if ever it ſhould happen that the one is 


deſtroyed, the other will expite in the very ſame inſtant, 3 et rag 
There is another expreſſion, that runs through theſe addreſſes, which is 
worthy of notice. The Addteſſers ſay, that they are ready to facrifice, in ſupport 


of the Miniſtry, their lives and their properties: they ought to have added, 


their liberties likewiſe. But, perhaps, they may think, that they have ſacrificed 
theſe already; as no-body of men, who had the leaſt regard for liberty, could 
Have approved. fo fully as they have done, of the arbitrary meaſures of our prefent 
Miniſters. And thus having ſold their liberties, they may be apt to imagine, 


that it will be no act of extraordinary generoſity, if they throw their lives and 
their properties into the bargain; ſenſible, it is to be preſumed, that when a 


man has loſt his liberty, his life, and his prop 


| property, are of very little value, as 
de can only enjoy them at the mercy of 


is maſter. What tewards may 


be beſtowed. upon theſe ABHoRRIRSs, I pretend not to conjecture. I only 
know, that in the reign of King Charles the Second, whatever rewards their 
worthy predeceſſors might receive from the crown, they met with very ſcurvy 


treatment from the parliament; fof that auguſt aſſembly was tro ſooner con- 


vened, . than they expefted every a8roxReR with the utmoſt contempt and 


indignation: Whether the preſent don gz will be branded with the ſam 
ark of infamy, time only can diſcover «© PP 


flattery and panegytic; this was given to the reprefentative, with a promiſe, 
that if he could Jain the concurrence and ſubſcription of his conftiruents, he 
2 depend upon any favour or indulgence in the power of the crown to 


m 
2ddrefbng their e or tempted with the proſpect of a place for their 
ſons or their nephews, ſet their names to the r, without ſo much as know- 


ing the contents. And thus was the de rince drawn into an opinion, 


that the conduct of his miniſters was approved by the body of his people, 


while in effect it had only the approbation of the miniſters themſelves, 


ged in this oppoſition are, and ever have been, the only truc 
and ſteady friends to the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, and the Brunſwick family. *Tw:s- 


Hor theſe addrefits have been procured, is a matter, if poffible, ſtill more 
difficult to determine. In the reign of King Charles the Second the method 
was this: an addreſs was drawn up by the miniſter in the higheſt. ſtrain of 


beſtqw. The repreſentative tranſmitted it to his conſtituents with promiſes as 
ificent, and, no doubt, as ſincere; and theſe, charmed with the honour of 


Among - 


— — — . 
e — 
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opinion. The addreſſes have come in wit 
nom begin t 
Miniſtry have met with from the Citizens of London, 


| hated by every 


Aiſdained to proſtitute = character, by preſenting an addreſs, alike remark- 
able for ge arr of ſtile. and ſervility of ſemiment. In a word, J confider 
this farce: o 


which has long-embezzled the property, and. trampl upon the liberties of the 
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. * Among the merchants of London particularly this expedient was frequeritly 
empl oy 


with great induſtry and ſucceſs; and fo eager were the miniſters to 
procure a long liſt of ſubſcribers, that it is credibly reported ſome of the Ad- 


*+ dreſſes of the then city merchants. were a by coblers, porters, chairmen, 


livery-ſervants, and the very meaneſt the rabble: for as the number 
of hands was the chief point in view, they cared but little of what rank or 
condition they were. Nay, it is affirmed, that ſeveral names were written by 
the ſame hand, and ſome others in diſguiſed or counterfeited characters. How 


Far this deſcription will a *PPIy to the late addreſs of the city merchants, (as 
| miſ-call themſelves) will 


e evident to any one who hath ſeen a liſt of their 
names. But however active the Miniſtry have been in procuring ad- 


dreſſes, I cannot but blame them for the injudicious manner, in which they be- 


gan to ſolicit the favour., The: firſt addreſs, if I rightly: remember, was from | 


che Freeholders of Eſſex; apt could the Miniſtry be ſo very ignorant of the 


proud and obſtinate nature of Jobn Bull, as to imagine, that he would 


ere bear to be led by his own Catves? This, indeed, I always con- 


red as a bad omen; and (fp fooreeding, events have, chifirmed me in my 


a very ſlow. and tardy. pace; they 
o grow ſtill leſs frequent; and the mortifyin * rebuff, which the 
W 


ſoon, it is _— 
ut an entire ſtop to them. For the people in the more diſtant parts of the 
Bie perceiving how: odious ay Miniſters are to the inhabitants of 


the metropolis, who having the beſt o nities to obſerye, may be ſup- 


poſed to be the beſt qualified to judge « ir conduct, will no longer continue 
to give the ſanction of their name towards the ſupport of a ſet of men, Who, 


the more their pri wech ag ras — are known, will be the more ; 
to his coun 


The buff, indeed, which the . have err FO, the. citizens of 
London, is no other than they had reaſon to expect. The very attempt to 


; . an addreſs from them was equally weak and impudent. The citizens 


d but juſt inſtructed their Repreſenaatives, to obtain a redreſs of the nu- 
merous grievances, of which the nation univerſally complains; and to think 


that the ſame men ſhould immediately alter their ſentiments, and approve of 


meaſures, which, but a few. days before, they had ſo. ſtrongly con el. is 
ſuch an inſtance of folly or preſumption, as none could have been guilty of 


but our preſent worthy E Tg But perhaps the miniſtry (as is but too com- 
mon with ſome men) may be apt to judge of others by themſelves. They are 


daily accuſtomed to change their principles, as the variable gale of court 


Favour ſhifts; and they probably imagined the citizens of London were. of 


the ſame pliable temper. In this, howevee, they have been miſerably diſap- 
pointed. The citizens have ſhewn them, to their utter confuſion, that though 

conſiſtency of conduct may be r from the higher ranks of life, it is 
fil to be found among the lower: and that their minds, in particular, are of 


n à nature to be ade into acl Form. which the court might | | 


(wiſh co give hem: 4 


* cannot conclude this paper without paying wy; actos: and thoſe of 
e of his country, to Sir William Meredith and Richard Pennant 


Ela. the worthy repreſentatives of the town of e e who nobly 


addreſſing as the laſt convullive pang of an expiring faction, 


people of this iſland, and. bp meral. I hope a 0 he clebrazee} with. 


bonfires — Tings ee whole 3 „ 


. 
* 
» 83 . WM: " 
o , 
» - 
* - 4 . * 
- — * 1 x o * 
4 
- F ? * 
$ * ” * P : 4 v 
. ö * 
F . * * * p 
4 8 ” 
* . * N — 
0 * 
* 


% 
8 
\ 
s | 
* 2 * 
P 


* 
© 2 
* 


No. 9g. THE NORTH BRITON. $07 


Nc eren, 
By ſuch baſe Means in vain ye ſeek to riſe, 
Borne on Ambition's Wings attempt the Skies, 
With aggravated Crimes ſupport your Claim 
To the free Gift of hanaurable Fame. 
| e Auurriow, an Epiſtle to Pao 


7 OU, Col. Luttrell, and your Brethren of the Sword think, no Doubt, 
1 Ye may inſult with Impunity Individuals who are hot of the Cloth. As 
a Proof of the Truth of this Aſſertion ſtand in every Man's Memory certain 
notable Acts of Chivalry on 4narmed inaffeufeu Peaple. But, remember, Sir, 
as a Check on 8 Arrogance and Preſumption, that County is a very 
"COMPREHENSIVE Word! and—Migdleſes ! ſufficient of itſelf, I hould have 
thought, to intimidate a whole Herd of MinisTzzaiar HikeLings. 


Flow dared You then, Sir, publickly to inſult the whole County of Middleſex 
in your Addreſs of To-day? APlackuax, aSOLDIER, and a COURT-SYCOPHANT, 
to have the Effrontery to propoſe Himſelf to Repreſent the COUNTY OF 
MIDDLESEX in Parliament! Know, Sir, in that ſame County, Public Virtue 

| thas taken up her Reſidence; every Freeholder's Heart glows with the generous 
Ardor of Patriotiſm; and, nor Art, nor Force ſhall ever oblige the ELEC- 
"TORS OF MIDDLESEX to betray the Privileges they have three Times virtu- 
Ally fworn to defend with their Lives. + The Deſigns of wicked STaTEsMEn they 3 
will render abortive; even that, in which, Luttrell, thou art Agent. The 3 
Attempt to deſt roy the FREEDOM OF ELECTION will certainly miſ- | 


. Larry; and its Miſcarriage will prove an Omen of the Fall of its Projettars. 


| 
| q 
a „ CY RTIU * | 


To the Gentlemen; Clergy, and Freeholders of the | 
County of MIDDLESEX. | 1 


CO INCE an oppoſition to me has been declared by a miniſterial gentleman, | þ 

AJ whoſe ſeat in Parliament is purpoſely vacated by the acceptance of an'in- | | | 

ſignificant. place, without even the pretence of being. ſolicited i ſame reſpettable | | 

Freebolders, I find that the old artifice of ſtarting another candidate is renewed 1 

with the hope of dividing you, and of drawing your attention from the real 1 

object of this ſtruggle, which is between the electors of Great-Britain, and the | | | 
? 


aſſumed power of Adminiſtration. Several gentlemen, warm friends to the | 
freedom of the ſubject, have been ſtrongly Tlicitott by the;emiſſaries of this . 
Miniſtry to accept a ſeat in Parliament by your means. They have not how- . 
ever been the dupes of this plan of decit. They have ſpurned at the treacher- Fat: 

1 ous propoſal. Lrejoice. that. a perfect union of ſentiment on this ſubject pre- Wl. 
vails in almoſt every part of the County. The queſtion: now. is well under- 1 

| ſtood to be, not who ſhall repreſent the County, but whether you the electors Wi 
cgchave the riglit of naming your" own Repreſentative-to/Parliament; Tam ſure || 
you will never give up that riglit, nar quit the public grojind- on which you 4 
ſtand. It is of the higheſt importance to every elector in the kingdom N = 

| | er VS: 


r 
— 
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after the late attempt to rob you of this FRO it ſhould be acknowledged and 

eſtabliſhed. You have repeatedly and unanimouſly denied that any one part 

of the legiſlature could £4 25M you of dur cttpice, and this in. a manner the 
| 


molt obliging and honoura 
time by any means be brought into Patliament for the County, the Miniſtry 
would ſucceed in their atfack, and you would appear to acquieſce in an illegal 
claim. You may now have the glory of bringing this: national cauſe to a 


deciſion, of eſtabliſhing the juſt claims of Engliſhmen on ſo ſolid a foundation 


as never again to be ſhaken, of preventing the facrifice of this eſſential right, 
'and the ng a fatal AE - e and — 


GENTLEMEN, 15 


I 
» 5 


Ihe attention of the pile? is fixed on you, and the 1 inipecience of the cauſe 
has ſpread a general anxiety for the event of next Thurſday. I congratulate 


the people that the Freeholders of Middleſex are called to ſtand forth, for 1 
know your vigilance and undaunted ſpirit in the defence of our common 


| AE, May fuch. efforts be crowned with the ſucceſs, wa merit, and may 


we be the happy inſtruments of perpetuating the bleſſings of a 9 e 
tion to the * inhabitants of the whole Britiſh « W n 4 : 


'T am, GenTLemeN, 2 
With true reſpect, 


S* Your fairhful, and obliged humble Servant, i 
King's Bench Priſon, £ | 
Friday, April 7, 1769. Ee Jo WILKES. 
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IN my former letter F laid down. the right, which every 


orders of his prineipals, where circumſtances, not at firſt known to 


the Conſtituents, diſcover ſuch an alteration in the ſtate of things, 


as to ſhew that-ſuch contravention of their will muſt be for-their ad- 
vantage. Hence we may venture to eſtabliſh-it as a maxim, that we 


| have a right, as EleQors, to gud Inſtructions to our Repreſentatives, 


72 *. -. ** 
- : 


in every. point wherein we fi 


the great diverfity of opinions in Parliament, may deviate from the 
tenor of thoſe Inſtructions, for the greater good of. the nation in 


We ſhall. in our fober ſenſes never quarrel with our repreſentatives ; 


lor ſerving us even againſt our wills; but the alarming conſideration is, 

that if they do not make the general good, but ſome partial intereſt 
«or ſelf regard, the motive offtheir conduct, they, unlike to all other 
Delegates or Repreſentatives, are not, I fear, accountable to us, nor 


ſubject 


this, 1 


find our inteteſts are concerned; but that 
our Repreſentatives, in the after diſcuffion of -thoſe points, amidft 


n 
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ſubject to any formal or legal enquiry ; no not even ſhould they be fo 
wicked as to fell our rights and liberties to a Prince or Miniſtry 
aſpiring at deſpotiſm. If ſuch ſhould be the caſe, let me ſtop a moment, 
in the proſecution of my argument, to ſigh out, at this juncture 
of the fourth election of the ſame. Repreſentative of Middleſex, this 
one remark to my brother Electors in general: How much more 
te circumſpect ought we then to be in the choice of theſe our Re- 
«« prefentatives! And to how low a degree of meanneſs do thoſe 
ce particular Electors deſcend, who {ell their votes in drunkenneſs 


“ and revelry 1” Eſau pleaded hunger, perhaps the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of preſerving life, for the haſty ſale of his inheritance for a 
meſs of pottage. Our parliamentary Eſaus have no ſuch plea, but 


the reverſe of the argument againſt them, that of meeting with in- 
ſtant death, if they ſell our birth- rights. The purchaſed pottage there 
had wholſomeneſs and health in it; the offered meſs here has poiſon 


and-political death. Nothing but the influence of the baſeſt prin- 
ciples, or a total ignorance of the nature of man, and of their own _ 
true intereſts, could degrade them into ſuch mean and. deſpicable 


wretches. I will give them the noble ſentiment of a man of emi- 
nence and fortune, now alive“, great only in his. own private virtue, 


- who thus expreſſed himſelf upon this ſubject: Being aſłed, Why, 
e in his oppoſition to a wicked Miniſtry, he did not procure a ſeat 
*in Parliament?” He replied, No man is more willing to ſerve 


« his King and country than-myſelf, but Ill never aſiſt in debauch- 

* ing the people, whom I would wiſh to reform.” Bluſh now, my 
countrymen, if you can bluſh; and if you can, it is a ſign of virtue 
in you, and you may yet reform. I ſhould now come to examine 


the queſtion, What is to be our redreſs, in caſe ſuch a fale of our 
rights and liberties ſhould be the conſequence of the treachery of our 
parliamentary Repreſentatives.” But firſt, to eſtabliſh our right of 
inſiſting upon a redreſs of our grievances, by virtue of our own 


- ſtrength, according to the motto of my paper; as alſo to confirm 
the courage of thofe our Middleſex brethren ; I will here lay open 
the rank and- weight which we, as Electors, poſſeſs in this Conſti- 
tution, and alſo the rank and power which our Repreſentatives 
receive from us, and the authority they can from. thence exert in their 

parliamentary capacity, as forined into a body, or Houſe of Com- 


mons: a power and authority which heretofore have been too con- 
fuſed, or. ſeemingly on purpoſe left unexplained ; but to an intelligent 
mind, on a fair reſearch, the confuſion vaniſhes, and the ſubject ap- 


pears diſtin and clear. 


7 The conſtitution conſiſts of three claſſes, the King, the Judges + 2 


as a 


or Peers of the realm, and ourſelyes the Commons. The King 
855 * 1 natural 
* T. H. of P— II Ml, Eſq. 8 


I we ſpeak not of the Judges of Weſtmitſter Hall, but of the Houſe of Lords, who 


are the ſupreme Judges of the land ; who can. Judge, as the. caſe requires, even without 
e 


precedent, and from whom there is no appeal. The Judges of, the courts of law are but 
miniſters of the law, under the King as the executive power; judging, or rather deter- 
mining, according to the letter of the. law, or in equity, according to conſcience, 
not inconſiſtent with the law of the land. From them, even though the King ſat with 
them upon the bench, may-be a writ of Error, or Appeal to the upper Judges, or Peers 
af the realm. 1 , e orehig ABR fi Lyn | / 


A 
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natural and conſtitutional right in himſelf, of being the firſt moving 
pour and whenever the ſtate requires any matter to be tranſacted, 


e ſummons the great council of his people together, jointly to paſs 


a law for that purpoſe. To him the people truſts the execution of the 
buſineſs to be done, ſo that he is alſo the executive power. As this 
grand council would be too great and numerous, and conſequently 
the crowd obſtruct itſelf, the great majority of the commons yield to 
us--—hence called EleCtors----the choice of their Repreſentatives to 
this aſſembly. Theſe Repreſentatives, in the place of the whole 
commons, take on them one third part of the legiſlative body, 
and of its power. Thus we form one equal third of this great ſtate ; 
which, without any myſtery, makes a Trinity in Unity. 


I fay we; for the power our Repreſentatives have, the ſame we 


muſt firſt have in ourſelves, and transfer to them. The derived 
power is not greater than the one from which it is derived. When 


they fit in parliament indeed, they form a diſtinct Houſe by them- 
ſelves; and neceſſarily, as a ſociety, form rules and orders for their 


own government, and the oma of buſineſs. For the like reaſon, 
and the ſecurity of their perſons, they enjoy alſo certain privileges; 


ſuch as being free from arreſts or impriſonment, except in the caſes 
of treaſon, felony, or breach of the peace, or being even ſued at 
law, unleſs they pleaſe to wave their. own privileges.----How the 
perſon of Mr. Wilkes could be at all detained, I leave to other times 


to explain. Theſe privileges they: officially. enjoy (I mean official 


to the public) as being equal to either of the other two ſtates, and 


therefore, in ſome reſpects, . ar to law; and the detaining their 
_ perſons in priſon (except for th 


to the examination of the courts of law, even when occaſionally. ex- 
_ erted towards other perſons offending againſt them: therefore they and 


their proceedings muſt be judged by candid reaſoning. and good ſenſe; 


for we have no ſtandard of law, by which to meaſure them. 


| - Shows of their principal rules and orders. are they chuſe a Speaker 


and other officers for the forms of buſineſs; and, to keep up their 
-own dignity and conſequence, they, in the firſt place, keep up the 


numbers of their : houſe or body.: they examine the returns of all 


members; and if any doubts ariſe about theſe between contending par- 
ties, they determine, upon a petition preferred, the majority of fair 


voters; which majority alone muſt fix the repreſentative. They can 
object to a perſon returned to them unqualified by law, as being an 


alien, as not having a ſufficient property in the country, or as being 


in an employment under the crown, prohibiting by act of parliament 
its poſſeſſor to fit as a member (as a commiſſioner of the cuſtoms or 
exciſe) and can claim another from the conſtituents. But they can- 
not take any exception, unleſs where certain diſqualifications have 
before rendered the returned member . inadmiſſible : nor can they 
. by + | | | make 


e above crimes, whereby they forfeit 
their ſeats, if found guilty) is an open attack upon the ſtate, and no 
leſs than rebellion againſt the legiſlative authority. The rules and 
orders which they make for their own dignity, and carrying on the 
buſineſs of the ſtate, are alfo, as they relate to themſelves, ſuperior 


onto ———•ͤ— ˙ ag ˙* I A Soo I tron ni Tk 
* n 


buſineſs; for the choice is with them. 


{ 
i} 
| * 
£54 
{1 
_ 
1 
£4 : 
„ 1 
= ” 
n 
1 
P 
Af? 
46” 
: 
4 
v7 
4 


—  — 


= BY 
„„ 


wi 
ͤ ˙ꝛ.⁴m ee eee RETTRSICED ²˙ wu ²˙ům p A. OO er PIR rt. Wo PP — 5 r* r — 
; - a 4 +4 
* 4 


612 HE NORTH BRITON. Noe. 


make a diſqualification to take place before the election of a member, 
without the concurrence of the other two powers in form of law; 


becauſe they gain to themſelves no new authority or power, which 
was not originally inherent in us their Electors: and as one county, 


city, town, or borough has no authority over another; ſo they be- 
ing the repreſentatives of all the other counties, cities, towns, and 
boroughs, have no right to interfere in the election of any one county, 
city, town, or borough. For there are many circumſtances that diſ- 


qualify a perſon in other reſpects (as from being an evidence or pro- 
ſecutor of a ſuit at law, &c.) which do not diſqualify him from 


0 


being a repreſentative in parliament; which is only executing the 


expel any brother member from his ſeat for any offence of bribery, 
perjury, or corruption, committed whilſt: he ſat as member, where 


the ignominy throws a ſtain on their own character; but they can- 
not even ſo diſqualify him, without the concurrence of the other 
tro powers in a law for that purpoſe, but that a re- election of him 
will. give him again a right to his ſeat, as the Repreſentative of his 
employers, if they ſtill think him the propereſt perſon to do their 


* 
* 


Their power of expulſion is indiſputable for the gens of keep- 
or 


ing up the dignity and order of their houſe, even for any weak pre- 


tence of inſult or oppoſition. in ſuch member to their rules or 
orders; and the utmoſt they can do is, by ſuch ſending him back to 
his conſtituents, to declare ſuch their offence againſt him; but no diſ- 
| eee + otherwiſe than as before ſtated, . can at alk take place; 


or à re- election of him re-eſtabliſhes him inftantly in his ſeat. 


_ Otherwiſe, if that practice of a total ng wer were to prevail, a 


majority of one or two might change two hundred and ſeventy- ſeven 


or ſeventy eight members, as often as a miniſtry wanted their ab- 
ſence. They canſtantly vote the ſeat of that member vacant, who 
during the fitting of parhament has accepted any office under the crown 
_ and as is proved by daily experience, as conſtantly receive him back, 
re elected and reftored to his former ſtate of. confidence and honour. 
They alſo iflue writs on the death of any member. They can take 
into cuſtody or commit perſons (not members of the houſe of Lords) 
wd infult the orders of their houſe; for they muſt keep up their 
own dignity. They can impeach any lord, or any officer of the 
crown, for high-treaſon, or miſdemeanors againſt - the ſtate, or can 


commit a brother member for the like crimes: which is a right 


transferred from ourſelves.; the right; of Engliſnmen] Theſe, you 


ſee, are all neceſſary powers, naturally accruing to them, as a body 


forming itſelf into order; or rights inherent in us, and in them as 
our Repreſentatives, conſtituted or exerted for the preſervation f 


themſelves, and for tranſacting the public buſineſs. 


In the preſent caſe of their refuſal of the Middleſex Repreſentative 
to his ſeat in the houſe, let us, by the mirror here held up, (which 
proves them to be ourſelves) ſtate the ſuppoſition thus: If a majo- 
rity of counties, cities, &c. of England ſhould infiſt that any one 
county, city, town, or borough, ſhould not chuſe a particular mem- 
ber who was not any ways diſqualified, but we will ſay from ſome 
. | * caprice, 


office of an attorney to do the. buſineſs of 3 They can 
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caprice, diſagreeable to them, will any one urge, that ſuch ma- 

jority of ſuch counties or cities, &c. have a right to controul the 
choice of others? Would not ſuch behaviour look like a ſtep towards 
oppreſſion, and an intended invaſion of their rights? And might 
there not be reaſon to fear, leſt all the other counties, cities, &c. 
ſhould riſe in oppoſition to ſuch daring and dangerous uſurpation? 
And what the conſequence of this might be, it is much ſafer to ima- 
gine than expreſs. This then is the exact ſtate of the majority's 
refuſal of the Middleſex Repreſentative, which cannot be done with 
any more power or authority by a majority of the Repreſentatives, 
than by a majority of the counties or cities of the kingdom, who 
chuſe theſe Repreſentatives. There is no fundamental right to 
authorize the general body, nor can there be one to authorize their 
Delegates. It ſuch a ſtep be taken by the latter, you may conclude 
that ſome body of men, or wicked Miniſtry, are ſetting up a right of 
arrogating to themſelves new powers. Such an attempt is not only 
an attack upon your rights and privileges; it is alſo an inſult upon 
your underſtanding, as it muſt be made from a ſecret belief, that 
„%ͤ ui ↄ d ores Oc 5 
But, that you may act with the greater deliberation, you ought, 
before you expreſs any reſentment, to conſider well who are the in- 
ſtigators or inſtruments of this new and peremptory proceeding. If 
you find the majority, who approve it, to be the wiſeſt, moſt inde- _ 
_ pendent, and moſt unbiaſſed part of the body, you ought certainly to 
aſk the common right of mankind, to be convinced by reaſon ; 
thinking the good of the conimunity may be meant by them, though 
they ſeem to promote it in a very irregular manner. 
But if you find them a ſet of penſioners, placemen, and depen- 
dents, (and whether they are or not any one may ſatisfy himſelf. by 


examining a liſt of their names) you may then conclude it is mi- 


niſterial influence that turns the balance: a circumſtance, that ought 
to enhance to you the value of your Repreſentative, as he is and ought 
to be more or leſs. dear to you, in proportion as he is more or leſs 
diſagreeable to them. —_ -. LO ng 
But if, in obedience to the arbitrary will of a miniſtry, ſuch ma- 
Jority ſhould venture again and again to commit ſuch an invaſion 
upon your rights of election, by the repeated expulſion of ſuch your 
Repreſentative, and give you no reaſon for ſo doing, but their 
pleaſure to pronounce him incapable of being your Repreſentative, 
it will be ſuch a proceeding, as, in the opinion of all ſerious perſons, 
would amount to a declaration of the aſſumed power of a number 
of counties, cities, &c. (as before ſtated) over one; a violation of 
your rights, which ought to be withſtood, at every hazard. And 
whatever the conſequence might be, it could only be charged upon 
the aggreſſors. But let them take care leſt they provoke the inter- 
poſition alſo of the other counties againſt them: 5 
Tua res agitur, paries cum proximus ardet, ſays HORACE: 
Pour houſe is in danger of the fire, 
When the next party wall grows hot. 5 | 
And let-all majorities beware how they weaken the ſtrength, or 
degrade the dignity, of their whole body. For ſuch an amputation, 
2 I have above ſuppoſed, would certainly weaken the ſtrength, and 
degrade the dignity, of the legiſlative body; and perhaps the eleftoral = 
part, 
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Part, not allowed to be repreſented, might think themſelves under 
no obligation to obey. any laws or orders thus imperfectly enacted, 
And if the legiſlative body ſhould loſe its authority. over part of the 
people, might not the queſtion: be ſtarted by enraged parties, how 
far it had loſt it over the whole? And what might be the conſe- 
quence of ſuch a doubt or ſuch an opinion, I tremble even barely to 
imagine. 
This is the fair and plain ſtate of the caſe, and a juſt repieſdatation - 
of your own ſtrength and importance. The queſtion for the abolition 
of your rights is not yet in your Repreſentatives' power, [they can 
only attempt] but in your's. You can conſent, or not conſent to it, 
to the laſt. The repeated inſtances you have given of your ſteady 
adherence to your old eſtabliſhed rights, have already ſet us a 
noble example for the ſupport of liberty. A dereliction of thoſe 
rights will be a melancholy proof, that liberty is abandoned; but an 
unſhaken reſolution, exerted to the laſt, will confirm the enjoyment. 
of liberty to yourſelves and to us. We are all equally intereſted in 
the ſtruggle, though you alone are the actors. We can only lend 
you our yowe and our withes ; ; the Praiſe will be 1 8 Lone. | 


a, » * A — 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
| ; Speediiy will be publiſhed, Fc, 
fin HISTORICAL PRINT of 


ABRAHAM putting away HECK 


And Abraham roſe up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and. gave it 
unto Hagar, 2 | ſent her away; and ſbe departed, and wandered in the wilderneſs. 


| Deſigned and engraved by his Grace the D——e of G*#**###*, | 


To be had at the Author's Houſe in ARLINGTON-STREET, and at the Treaſury, 
e | 
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3 In our laſt paper, p. 6% . Hz: for as niſl tenſions r read, as 2 n+ 
cal 1 ek . 
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'To =— PUBLIC. 


 GexxzraL Tir ILE and Copious Ix DEX, of the ſeveral Names 
and Articles, contained in this Continuation, (including this 
Number) is at Preſs, and will be ready to deliver ATIs, in about 
_ a Fortnight; and the next Number, CT: will begin the F irſt Part of 
| Vol. II. of this Work. 
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LONDON : Printed for WILL IAN mnt: A priſoner i in the King's Bench, and ſold at his Shop oppoſite Durham 
| Yard in the Strand. Where may be had, The whole of this Continuation, from No. 46, ſtitched in blue Paper. At 
the above Places Subſcriptions are received for printing a Folio Edition of the ORIGINAL NORTH BRITON, 
from No. I. to No. XLVI. with ſeveral uſeful and explanatory Notes, not printed in any former Edition. To which 
will be added, by way of Appendix, The Public and Private Correſpondence between John Wilkes, Eſq; and the 
Duke of Grafton; the Earls Temple, Talbot, Halifax, and Egremont; his genuine Letter to the Electors of Ayleſbury, 
ſome Parts of Which were never before publiſned in England; with a faithful Collection of all his other intereſting 
Tracts and Papers, from the Year 1762 to the preſent Time; comprehending a complete View of all the infernal 
Proceedings of Adminiſtration againſt that Gentleman; with a copious Index to every Name and Article. Corrected 
and reviſed by a Friend to Civil and Religious. Liberty.---The Price to Subſcribers will be Ten Shillings and Six-pencez 
the Money to be paid at the Time of ſubſcribing, to whom the Work will be delivered, (whether in Town. or. Country) 
without any further Expence whatever, ---N. B. The Deſign of this Undertaking is to accommodate the Public with 
an Edition in Folio of the above valuable Work; particularly thoſe 1 his Friends who have any ſubſoribed 
to this weekly Continuation, to bind up with the ſame. i 
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